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PREFACE. 





HE greatest of English historians, MACAULAY, and one of the most 
brilliant writers of the present century, has said: “The history of a 
country is best told in a record of the lives of its people.” In con- 
formity with this idea, the Biograruicat Reconp has been prepared. 
Instead of going to musty records, and taking therefrom dry statistical] 
matter that can be appreciated by but few, our corps of writers have 
gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their enterprise 
and industry, brought this county to a rank second to none among 

those comprising this great and noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life 
struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelligent 
public. In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the imitation 
of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by industry and 
economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited advantages for securing 
an education, have become learned men and women, with an influence extending throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who have risen from the lower walks of 
life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have’ become famous. It tells of those in 
every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and records how that success has usually 
crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, very many, who, not seeking the applause of the 
world, have pursued the ‘‘even tenor of their way,’ content to have it said of them, as Christ 
said of the woman performing a deed of mercy—‘' They nave done what they could.” It 
tells how many, in the pride and strength of young manhood, left the plow and the anvil, the 
lawyer’s office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country’s 
call went forth valiantly “to do or die,’’ and how through their efforts the Union was 
restored and peace once more reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every 
woman is a lesson that should not be lost upon those who follow after. 

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from 
the fact that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which 
would otherwise be inaccessible. Great care has been taken tn the compilation of the work, 
and every opportunity possible given to those represented to insure correctness in what has 
been written ; and the publishers flatter themselves that they give to their readers a work with 
few errors of conseqtence. In addition to biographical sketches, portraits of a number of 
representative citizens are given. 

' The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. 

For this the publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some 

refused to give the information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. 

Occasionally some member of the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such 

Opposition the support of the interested one would be withheld. In a few instances men 

never could be found, though repeated calls were made at their residence or place of business. 
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“Biography is the only true history.”—Emerson. 
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JOHN CORNELIS BROEKSMIT. 


The best justification of our republican 
government lies in the fact that young men 
of other lands seeking homes in America 
have opportunity to demonstrate the power 
they possess, and, equally with the native- 
born sons of the country, work their way 
upward by diligence, earnest effort and per- 
severance, unhampered by the caste system 
which prevails in the old countries and which 
is certainly detrimental to the development 
of talent. Coming to this country, Mr. 
Broeksmit won recognition by his merit and 
has worked his way upward until he holds 
to-day the responsible position of auditor of 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad. His life has been an eventful and 
interesting one, and integrity, activity and 
energy have been the crowning points of his 
Success, Such a career is well worthy of 
perpetuation on the pages of Iowa’s history, 
and with pleasure we present this sketch to 
our readers. 

Mr. Broeksmit was born in the city of 
Zierikzee, Holland, on the 2 5th of January, 
1825, and is the son of Adrian F. and Ger- 
trude (De Zwitzer) Broeksmit, also natives 
of Holland. His ancestors have for many 
Senera ous resided in that country. His 


father was a merchant, dealing in grain and 
madder, the latter a conumodity which has 
now fallen into disuse Owing to the intro- 
duction of chemical] dye stuffs, but which 
fifty years ago was in-great demand all over 
the world. 

Under the parental roof Mr. Broeksmit. 
spent his boyhood days, and the public 
schools of the neighborhood afforded him 
his early educational privileges. Subse- 
quently he entered the French Institute, 
where he studied engineering, algebra, the 
higher mathematics. and the French jan- 
guage. His business training was. received 
in his father’s counting room, where he re- 
maimed between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-one years. During this time he be- 
came attracted by the reports which he heard 
of the United States and the advantages here 
afforded, and resolved to try his fortune in 
the new world. In 1847 he sailed for New 
York, arriving in the eastern inetropolis after 
a voyage of several weeks, for it was not 
yet the era of steam navigation. In his na- 
tive land he had demonstrated his ability as 
a young man of excellent capacity for busi- 
ness, possessing energy and sound judgment, 
and was given several letters of recommenda. 
tion; but he was unfamiliar with the Eng- 
lish language and it was therefore difficult 
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twenty-two years. Those living are Dora, 
wife of Thomas Crea, of Allegheny City, 
Pennsylvania; John H., the subject of this 
sketch; Jacob, a resident of St. Louis; Sadie, 
at home with her parents; and Jennie, wife 
of Charles Ward, of Missouri. The chil- 
dren obtained their literary educations in 
the common schools of Pennsylvania. 

John H. Stein remained under the pa- 
rental roof until he attained his majority. 
being engaged in teaming for his father, 
and then worked on a farm for a time. In 
1879 he came to Cedar Rapids as previously 
stated, and was in the employ of his uncle 
James Johnston for two years, that geutle- 
man being engaged in farming near the city, 
where he had taken up government land and 
improved a place. In 1881 our subject em- 
barked in his present business, starting his 
dray line with one team, but as the city grew 
and his business increased he enlarged his 
facilities, and now uses nine wagons in his 
lusiness, doing general teaming, draying and 
transfer work. Although he started out 
with no capital he has met with marked suc- 
cess through his own exertions and good 
management, and now has. the leading dray 
line in the city, giving employment to eleven 
men. 

Mr. Stein was married, September 28, 
1885, in Cedar Rapids, to Miss Paulina J. 
Burnett, who was born in Ohio, in 1859, 
and is a daughter of George and Lovina 
Burnett, early settlers cf Cedar county, lowa, 
who are now living near Vinton, Berton 
county, this state. Mrs. Stein has one sister, 
Ida, wife of Mark Speake, of Cedar Rapids. 
Four children were born to our subject and 
his wife, but one died in infancy. Those 
living are Ollie, born in 1889; Harvey, born 
in 1892; and Hazel, born in 1894. All are 
now in school. 


Mr. Stein purchased ‘property on the 
west side of the river and there makes his 
home. The Republican party has always 
found in him a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples, and in his social relations he is a 
member of the Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 
141.’ He gives liberally to churelr and 
charitable work, and never withholds his aid 
from any enterprise which he believes will 
prove of public benefit. 


a i 


GEORGE C. BLISS. 
t 

George C. Bliss dates his residence m 
Linn county from 1855, and for a third of 
a century he was actively identified with the 
business interests of Cedar Rapids, but 1s 
now practically living retired in his pleasant 
Home at 1329 First avenue. He was born 
in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, January 9, 
1841, and on the paternal side comes of an 
old English family, which was founded in 
America in 1635 by three brothers, Ben- 
jamin, George and Thomas Bliss, who were 
among the first settlers of Massachusetts. 
Of these our subject traces his ancestry back 
to Thomas. His grandfather, Stephen A. 
Bliss, was a native of Massachusetts, and a 
soldier of the war of 1812, and later moved 
tc Pennsylvania. 

Wilson S. Bliss, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
January 1, 1813, and was there. reared and 
educated. When a young man he went to 
Pennsylvania, where he wedded Miss Julia 
E. Whitman, a native of Elmira, New York, 
and a daughter of Jacob Whitman, who was 
born in Reading, Pennsylvania. They con- 
tinued their residence in the Keystone state 
until after the birth of their three children 
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and in 1855 came to Linn county, Iowa, 


where Mr. Bliss had entered land the year. 


previous. He was a mechanic, following the 
carpenter’s and cabinetmaker’s trades in the 
east, but on first commg to this county he 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. 
After residing upon his farm for about two 
years, however, he removed to Center Point, 
where he engaged in the manufacture of fur- 
niture, and also in contracting and building, 
spending his last years at that place, where 
he died January 20, 1880, at the age of 
sixty-seven. His wife survived him for 
some time and passed away January 16, 
1894. Their children were George C., the 
subject of this review; Elizabeth, a resident 
of Cedar Point, who married Victor B. Gib- 
son, a soldier of Company K, Ninth Iowa 
Infantry, and who married second Dr. John 
\W. Megee and for a time lived in Moberly, 
Missouri, where he died in the fall of 1894; 
and Edgar F., a business man of Center 
Foint. 

The first fourteen years of his life 
George C. Bliss passed in his native state, 
and acquired his primary education in the 
public schools. He then accompanied his 
parents on their removal to this state and re- 
mained at home until after the Civ'l \V2 
broke out. On the 30th of July, 1862, he 
enlisted in the Eighteenth Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry, but was soon transferred to Com- 
pany B, Twentieth Regiment, which was as- 
signed to the Western army. His first en- 
gagement was the battle of Prairie Grove, 
Arkansas, soon after which, at Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, he was captured, and held a pris- 
oner there for a time, but was exchanged 
hefore the siege of Fort Morgan. At time 
of his capture he was detailed as commissary 
sergeant to a hospital, the patients of which 
were all captured, paroled and exchanged. 


After his exchange he rejoined his regiment 
at Mustang Island, Texas, and later took 
part in the siege of Fort Morgan and the 
charge On Fort Blakesly. At the close of 
the war he went to Mobile, Alabama, where 
he was honorably discharged, and mustered 
out at Clinton, lowa, July 30, 1865. For 
about a month in 1862 he was ill in the hos- 
pital at Springfield, Missouri, before going 
to Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

After leaving the army Mr. Bliss re- 
turned to his home in Center Point, and on 
the 14th of December, 1866, embarked in 
merchandising in that place, opening a small 
grocery store. As his trade increased he 
enlarged his business, and jater added to his 
stock dry goods, boots, shoes, clothing, etc., 
until he had a good general store, which 
he successfully conducted for thirty-five 
years. In 1896 he admitted his son, Willis 
O. Bliss, to a partnership in the business, 
the firm becoming G. C. Bliss & Son, he 
having been in the store for some years 
and therefore thoroughly familiar witlr the 
business. He is a well educated young man 
who completed a course in the Burlington 
Business College, 1895. In September, 1895, 
Mr. Bliss retired from active business, though 
still 2 member of the firm, and removed to 
Cedar Rapids, where he now makes his 
home, enjoying the competence secured in 
foriner years. 

At Center Point he was married, June 
9, 1872, to Miss Frances Lucretia Bartle- 
son, a native of Berkeley county, West Vir- 
ginia, and a daughter of Squire Bartleson, 
who died in that state during the infancy 
of Mrs. Bliss. During her childhood she 
went to Missouri, and was reared and edu- 
cated at St. Charles, that state. Three chil- 
dren have been born to our subject and his 
wife, namely: Arthur S., a physician, now 
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in the south; W. O., who is still carrying 
on the business at Center Point; and George 
C., Jr., who holds a business position in 
Cedar Rapids. 
he Republican party has always found 
in Mr. Bliss a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples since he cast his first presidential bal- 
lot for Abraham Lincoln in 1864, but he has 
never sought official honors, though he 
served six years as councilman at Cedar 
Point, and was president of the school board 
the same length of time, having always 
udaple interest in educational 
affairs and the welfare of his town and 
county. He holds membership in the Con- 
gregational church. For thirty years he has 
heen a member of the Odd Fellows lodge 
at Center Point, in which he has filled all 
the chairs, is now past grand, and has rep- 
resented the lodge in the grand lodge of 
the state. He is also a member of Denison 
Post, G. A. R., at Center Point, and has 
always been found a loyal and patriotic cit- 
izen, who is as true to his duties of citizen- 
ship in times of peace as in war. During his 
residence in Center Point he built two busi- 
ness houses and a number of residences at 
that place, and in other ways aided materi- 
ally in the development and upbuilding of 


the town. 


JOSEPH C. SMYTH. 


Joseph C. Smyth, a prosperous agricul- 
turist and leading citizen of Franklin town- 
ship, residing On section 7, was born in Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, February 28, 1857, 
and is ason of John and Sarah J. (Wilson) 
Snyth, natives of County Tyrone and 
County Donegal, Ireland, respectively. ‘The 
father came to this country with his brother, 


Colonel Robert Smyth, whose sketch ap- 
pears on another page of this volume, and 
he was married in Philadelphia. In 1861 he 
came west and located in Franklin town- 
ship, this county, where he had previously 
purchased a farm of over four hundred 
acres, and continued to make that place his 
home until his death, which occurred Feb- 
ruary 26, 1882. His widow then lived with 
out subject until she, too, was called: to her 
final rest on the 9th of June, 1899, and she 
was laid to rest by the side of her husband 
in Mt. Vernon cemetery. They had a fam- 
ily of eight children, namely: Robert, who 
died at the age of nineteen years; John W., 
who married Ida Goudy and resides in Ber- 
tram township, this county; William, who 
married Emma Gurtzer and lives in Rock- 
ford,-Floyd county, Iowa; Joseph C., of this 
review ; Sarah J., wife of George \V. Grove, 
a retired farmer of Mt. Vernon; Margaret 
A., wife of Fred Turner, a carpenter of 
Mt. Vernon; Elizabeth, who died at the age 
of three vears; and George, who married 
Margaret Gormly and makes his home in 
Bertram township. 

The early education of our subject, ac- 
quired in the country schools, was supple- 
mented by a course at Cornell College, and 
on laying aside his books he returned to the 
home farm, aiding in its cultivation until 
after his marriage. On the 28th of May, 
1884, at Marion, he wedded Miss Serena 
White, who was born near Cedar Rapids, 
this county, March 10, 1858, and is a daugh- 
ter of John R. and Rebecca J. (Campbell) 
White, the former a native of. Michigan, 
the latter of Indiana. Her parents were 
married: in Cedar Rapids, near which city 
the father was engaged in farming for five 
years. He then bought eighty acres of land 
in Bertram township, where he made his 
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home for ten years. On disposing of that 
place he purchased another eighty-acre 
farm in the same township, and to it he has 
since added until now he has four hundred 
acres of rich and arable land, on which he 
and his wife continue to reside. Of their 
four children Mrs. Smyth is the oldest; Ro- 
setta, the second in the order of birth, is the 
wife of Willian: Parker, a farmer living 
four miles northwest of Bertram; ‘Thomas 
J. married Ellen Snyder and is also engaged 
in farming in Bertram township; and Alice 
J. is the wife of Daniel Kleinknecht of the 
same township. Unto our subject and his 
wife were born three children, namely : 
Robert J., born March 5, 188s, died April 
30, 1888; Harry W., born July 319, 1888, 
died April 10, 1891; and Raymond C., born 
October 24, 1897, is the only one now living. 

For one year after his marriage Mr. 
Smyth had the management of his father’s 
old homestead, and then bought the Josh 
Kudick farm of one hundred and twenty- 
four acres in Bertram township, but the fol- 
lowing fall he sold that place and purchased 
the Joseph Gambel farm of one hundred and 
fifteen acres in the same township, making 
his home there for fifteen years. On the ex- 
piration of that time he disposed of that 
place and bought a portion of the old James 
Smyth farm on sections 7 and 8, TFranklin 
township, taking up his residence there on 
March 4, 1901. Here he has a good two- 
story brick residence, large barns and cattle 
sheds. Ele has never sold but one load of 
corn in his life, but feeds all of his grain 
to his stock, believing that to be the most 
profitable method of disposing of it. He 
raises horses, cattle and hogs for market, 
and in his business affairs he has steadily 
prospered, until he is now numbered among 
the well-to-do, as well as the highly re- 





spected men of his comnunity. In his fra- 
ternal relations he ig connected with Mt. Ver- 
non Lodge, No. 551, I. O. O. F., and the 
Ancient Order of the Red Cross, of Mt. 
Vernon, and in polities is a stanch supporter 
of the Republican party and its principles. 


———t-+oe_—_——__ 


LEWIS H. ODELL. 


This well-known and influential farmer 
residing on section 7, Franklin township, 
Linn county, Iowa, was born in Michigan 
on the 3d of September, 1848, and belongs 
to a good old colonial family of Scotch ori- 
gin. His paternal great-grandfather fought 
for the independence of the colonies in the 
Revolutionary war, and his grandfather was 
a major in the United States army during 
the war of 1812. The latter was born in 
Kentucky, and removed to Michigan when 
it was still a territory, being one of the 
three who drew up the papers that it be 
admitted to the Union. He successfully en- 
gaged in farming, and also operated a large 
sawmill, and became quite wealthy. 

Josiah Odell, the father of our subject, 
was a native of Ohio, and at an early day 
removed to Michigan with his famliy. He 
enlisted during the Black Hawk war, but 
his regiment only got as far as Chicago, 
when they learned that the war was over. 
Subsequently he came to Ohio and operated 
the large sawmills belonging to N. D. 
Brown, at Cedar Rapids, remaining here un- 
til 1861, when he returned to Michigan and 
afterward went to Ohio. In the latter state 
he enlisted in the Sixty-second Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry during the dark days of the 
rebellion, and was taken ill from exposure, 
dying in 1864. He was a Republican in 
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politics, and attended the Presbyterian 
church, of which his wife was an earnest 
member. In Michigan he married Elizabeth 
White, also a native of Ohio, who died in 
1856, and was buried seven miles west of 
Cedar Rapids. They had only two children, 
of whom our subject is the older, and his 
sister, Sarah Elizabeth, died at the age of 
two years. 

Lewis H. Odell was six years of age 
when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to this country, and le was reared 
on a farm seven miles west of Cedar Rapids; 
his education heing obtained in the district 
schools of Linn county. At the age of thir- 
teen he went to live with his uncle, John 
White, and remained with lim for twelve 
years, and then conmenced farming on his 
own account. His first farm consisted of 
eighty acres in Bertram township, which he 
owned for five years, and’ to th’s he added 
eighty acres, and on disposing of it he 
bought two hundred ard sixty,acres in the 
same township, on which ‘he made his home 
for ten years. When he sold that place in 
1897, he purchased’ four hundred and 
twenty acres of land on section 7, Franklin 
township, where he now resides, but -has 
since sold one Inindred and twenty-eight 
acres of this amount to Jacob Smyth, re- 


taining the balance, however. In connection — 


with general farming he is engaged in buy- 
ing and selling stock, and in all his under- 
takings has been quite successful. 

At Cedar Rapids, Mr. Odell was mar- 
ried in 1886 to Mrs. Helen Dinninny, a na- 
tive of Indiana. The Republican party has 
always found in him a stanch supporter of 
its principles, and he has taken quite an 
active interest in public affairs, serving as 
secretary of the school board for a number 
of years and also as road Supervisor for-some 


time, his official duties haying always been 
most capably and satisfactorily performed. 
He is a prominent member of the Presbyte- 
rian church of Mt. Vernon and is one of 
the trustees of the same. 


HON. WILLIAM G. THOMPSON. 


In the last half century the lawyer has 
heen a pre-eminent factor in all affairs of 
private. concern and national importance. 
He has been depended upon to conserve the 
best and permanent interests of the whole 
people and is a recognized power in all the 
avenues of life. He stands as the protector 
of the rights and liberties of his fellow men 
and is the representative of a profession 
whose followers, if they would gain honor, 
fame and success, must be men of merit and 
‘ability. Such a one is Hon. William G. 
Thompson, of Marion, who is now serving 
as judge of the eighteenth judicial district 
of Iowa. 

The Judge was born in Centre township, 
Butler county, Pennsylvania, January 17, 
1830, and is a son of William H. and Jane 
(McCandless) Thompson, also natives of 
that locality, the former born ahout 1790, 
the latter about 1796. Our subject’s pater- 
nal grandparents, John and Martha 
(Humes) Thompson, were natives of Perth- 
shire, Scotland, as were also his maternal 
grandparents, Jolin and Mary A. (Smythe) 
McCandless, who on coming to America to- 
cated within two mules of where our sub- 
ject’s parents spent their entire lives. The 
grandfathers both bought land and made for 
themselves homes. In religious faith they 
were strong Presbyterians. John Thomp- 
son lived to be ninety-eight years of age, 
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his death occurring in 1846. His land is 
now owned by the Judge’s brother, Solo- 
mon R. The father, William H. Thomp- 
son, was a farmer by occupation. He, too, 
was a strict Presbyterian, and in politics was 
first a Whig and later a Republican. He 
died in 1865, his wife in 1866, honored and 
respected by all who knew them. In their 
fainily were three sons: John M. is a very 
prominent lawyer and is now at the head of 
the bar of Butler, Pennsylvania. He was 
a member of both the state legislature and 


congress, closing his term in the latter body. 


March 4, 1880, on the day our subject took 
his seat there. The Judge is the next of the 
family. Solomon R. is engaged in farming 
in what is now Brady, but was formerly. 
Centre township, Butler county, Pennsyl- 
vania., 

Judge Thompson’s primary education 
was obtained in the common schools near 
fis boyhood home, and when not in the 
school room he assisted in the work of the 
farm. Later he attended the Witherspoon 
Institute at Butler, Pennsylvania, groig 
home to work during harvest. He next read 
law at that place with William Timblin and 
was admitted to the bar October 15, 1853, 
Hon. Daniel Agnew, afterward chief justice 
of the United States, presiding at the ex- 
amination. 

On the 27th of November, 1853, Judge 
Thompson came to Marion, Iowa, traveling 
as far west as his money would carry him. 
Marion at that time was a new town and 
larger than Cedar Rapids. Here he was 
first engaged in the practice of his profes- 
sion in partnership with Colonel Isaac M. 
Preston, under the firm name of Preston & 
Thompson, this connection continuing until 
1858, after which the Judge was alone in 
business. In August, 1854, he was elected 


prosecuting attorney and held that position 
for two years. He was elected to the state 
senate on the Republican ticket in 1856 for 
a two-years’ term, which proved to be a very 
important year in framing the Jaws of the 
state that still exist, our subject being a 
member of the judiciary committee. The 
code of 1851 was revised during the session 
of 1856-7, and with additions is still in use. 

On leaving the senate Judge, Thompson 
was engaged in practice in Linn county un- 
ti] 1862, when he helped to ra’se the Twen- 
tieth Iowa Regiment for the Civil war, con- 
sisting of five companies from Linn and five 
from Scott counties, and he went to the 
front as major, but the colonel, being a reg- 
ular army officer, was detailed for brigade 
commander, and the lieutenant-colonel he- 
ing taken prisoner, the Judge was left in 
command of the regiment for some time. 
He saw service in Missouri, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Texas and Alabama, and was 
commander of the post at Aransas Pass, 
Texas, for eight months. He was in the 
siege of Vicksburg, and. at the battle of 
Prairie Grove, Arkansas, was severely 
wounded. Believing that the war was about 
over, he resigned his commission and re- 
turned home in the fall of 1864. During 
the presidential campaign of that year he 
stumped the state for Abraham Lincoln, and 
was elected one of the electors at large. He 
takes a just pride in the fact that he was 
able to cast his ballot at that time for the 
martyr president. Soon after this Judge 
Thompson was elected district attorney for 
seven counties of Iowa, and after creditably 
hilling that office for six years he was ten- 
dered the renomination without opposition, 
but refused it. Without his knowledge or 
solicitation he was then appointed chief jus- 
tice of Idaho by President Hayes, and held 
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that responsible position for one term, re- 
signing in 1879, when he returned to 
Marion. 
gress and took his seat in December. He 
was a member of the committees on priv- 
ileges and elections, which required much 
work, having twenty-two contested cases. 
He was re-elected and served in all four 
years. For party reasons he was then per- 
suaded to accept the nomination for repre- 
sentative to the state legislature, and being 
elected was chosen chairman of the commit- 
tee to re-organize the courts of the state, 
which business he successfully accomplished. 
In August, 1894, he was appointed judge of 
the eighteenth judicial district, and was 
elected to that position in November, 1894, 
and re-elected in November, 1899. His dis- 
trict comprises Jones, Cedar and Linn coun- 
ties. He has won high commendation by 
his fair and impartial administration of jus- 
tice. His mind is analytical, logical and in- 
ductive. With a thorough and compre- 
hensive knowledge of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of law he combines a familiarity with 
statutory law and a sober, clear judgment, 
which makes him not only a formidable ad- 
versary in legal combat, but has given, him 
the distinction of being one of the ablest 
jurists of the state. 

On the 12th of June, 1856, Judge 
Thompson married Miss Harriet J. Parsons, 
a daughter of Chester and Pheebe (Preston ) 
Parsons, who came to Marion from New 
England in 1850. Mrs. Thompson died Feb- 
ruary 27, 1897, leaving one son, John M,, 


who was graduated from Coe College and — 


Law School of the State University,and has 
since been admitted to practice in this state. 
The Judge has a beautiful home in Kenwood 
Park on seven acres of ground and supplied 
with all modern improvements. He is a di- 


That fall he was elected to con- 


rector of the Savings Bank and a stockholder 
of the First National Bank of Marion. So- 
cially he belongs to Robert Mitchell Post, 
G. A. R.; the Loyal Legion of Des Moines; 
Marion Lodge, No. 6, F. & A. M., also the 
chapter, council and commandery of the 
same order at Marion; and Osceola Lodge, 
1. O. O. F., of which he is past grand. 


—_——_~<-+-_—___—_—_ 


JOHN CONE. 


John Cone, ex-sheriff of Linn county 
and an honored veteran of the Civil war, 
is now living a retired life at his pleasant 
home, No. 998 Eleventh street, Marion. He 
was born in this county, November 2, 1841, 
his parents being Norris and Ann (Blaks- 
lee) Cone, natives of Connecticut and pio- 
neers of Iowa. In the east the father worked 
as a farmer and mechanic, being employed 
in a wooden comb factory a part of the 
time. He lived for a time in Hendersonville, 
Illinois, and in the winter of 1838-9 came to 
Linn county, Iowa, locating first on a farm 
four miles southeast of Marion. On selling 
that place he bought another farm on the 
Mt. Vernon road, where he made his home 
until his removal to Marion on the Ist of 
March, 1854. He assisted his sons in the 
painting business for fifteen years thereafter 


-and then lived retired until’ his death. For 


many years he was a deacon in the Baptist 
church, of which both he and his wife were 
life-long members, and they were people of 
the highest respectability. He was born in 
1808, and died in 1885, while she was born 
in 1810, and passed away in 1883. 

Of their seven children the two oldest 
were born in Connecticut, the others in this 
county. (1) Byron, a lather by trade, and 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 21 
ee Ee i 


a resident of Marion, enlisted in 1862 in 
Company F, Mwentieth Iowa Volunteer In- 
fantry, and after serving two years was 
discharged for disability. (2) Oliver B., 
like our subject, enlisted in 1861 in Company 
K, Ninth Iowa Regiment, and was shot in 
the battle of Pea Ridge after serving six 
months. At the end of a year he was dis- 
charged for disability and never regained 
his health, though he worked at the tinner’s 
trade for a time and engaged in other pur- 
suits, but lived retired mostly. He died in 
May, 1899, at the age of sixty-five years. 
(3) George W., a resident of Marion, was 
the first white child born in this county, his 
natal day being April 12, 1839. (4) John 
is next in order of birth. (5) Laura A. is 
the wife of Joseph Starbuck, who has a 
paint and paper store on Fifth avenue, Ma- 
rion. (6) Lucius L. was taken ill while in 
the employ of the private bank of Judge 
Green, at Cedar Rapids, and returned to 
his home in Marion, where he died January 
10, 1871, at the age of twenty-three years. 
(7) Norris R., born in February, 1850, 
died in 1880, 

While living on the home farm during 
his boyhood John Cone had to walk two 
and one-half miles to the nearest school. 
His education, however, was completed in 
the schools of Marion. At the age of sixteen 
years he learned the trade of painting and 
paper hanging, which he continued to fol- 
low until six months before he entered the 
army. It was on the 14th of September, 
1861, that he enlisted as a private in Com- 
pany K, Ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
under Captain D. Carskaddon and Colonel 
William Vandever to serve three years or 
during the war. He was promoted to cor- 
poral and later to sergeant and participated 
in the following engagements : Sugar Creek, 


February 17, 1862; Pea Ridge, March 5 to 
8, where he was wounded in the head by a 
minie ball; Chickasaw Bayou, Mississippi, 
December 28 and 29, where he was again 
wounded, this time -in the left foot by a 
piece of shell; Arkansas Post, January 11, 
1863; Jackson, Mississippi, May 14; siege 
of Vicksburg, from May 18 to July 4; 
Lookout Mountain, November 24; Mission- 
ary Ridge, November 25; and Ringgold, 
Georgia, December 27. He was discharged 
December 31, 1863, by reason of his re- 
enlistment as a veteran January I, 1864, in 
the same company and regiment. Later he 
was in the battles of Resaca, May 13-15, 
1864; Dallas, May 27-30; Kenesaw Moun- 
tain, June 9; Chattahoochie River, July 
6-10; Decatur, July 24; Atlanta, July 22- 
28; Jonesboro, August 30; Savannah; Co- 
lumbia; and Bentonville. During the At- 
lanta campaign he was under fire almost 
constantly for one hundred days and nights. 
After the siege of Vicksburg, his regiment 
was a part of General Logan’s corps, in Gen- 
eral Sherman’s army. Mr. Cone participa- 
ted in the.grand review at Washington, D. 
C., in May, 1865, and was honorably dis- 
charged at Louisville, Kentucky, July 24, 
1865, after almost four years of active serv- 
ice on southern battle-fields. 

Returning to his home in Marion Mr. 
Cone resumed work at his trade, which he 
continued to follow until appointed deputy 
sheriff January 1, 1890. He held that posi- 
tion until the fall of 1896, when he was 
elected sheriff of the county by a majority 
of two thousand four hundred and sixteen 
votes. So acceptably did he fill the office 
that he was re-elected by a handsome ma- 
jority and continued to serve until January 
I, 1900. During that time he never had to 
administer capital punishment, although he 
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felt that several who were sent to the peni- 
tentiary deserved hanging. Since his re- 
tirement from office he has lived a retired 
life. He has also served as a member of the 
city council and on the school board for 
many years, and his official duties have al- 
ways been most capably and satisfactorily 
performed. 

While home on a thirty days’ veteran 
furlough during the war Mr. Cone was mar- 
ried in Marion, March 2, 1864, to Miss Car- 
Oline Mitclreil, also a native-of Linn county, 
and a representative of one of its pronunent 
old families. Her parents were Matthew 
and Mary Mitchell, natives of Ireland and 
Pennsvivania, respectively. His people 
were the first of the family to come to Amer- 
ica, but later many of their relatives came 
to this country. During his residence in Linn 
county Matthew Mitchell followed teaming 
and various other occupations as were 
needed in earlier pioneer days. He and his 
two oldest sons entered the army together, 
enlisting in July, 1861, in Company A. Sixth 
Towa Volunteer Infantry. At the battle of 
Shiloh he was wounded in the foot, and lay 
on the battle-field for three days and two 
nights, but was finally picked up and taken 
on a hospital boat to Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
he died in 1862, at the age of forty-five 
years, being laid to rest in the national ceim- 
etery there. His wife died of cancer in 1882, 
at the age of fifty-six. Botli were members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church and most 
estimable people. In their family were the 
following children: (1) Robert E., born in 
1841, enlisted as a private in Company A, 
Sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. under Hosea 
\V. Gray. Later was promoted to sergeant, 
and was killed while leading the third’charge 
at Missionary Ridge in 1863. For bravery 
on the battle-field at Jackson, Mississippi, 


ica; and the Modern Brotherhood. 
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he was breveted a lieutenant and soon after 
his death the papers were received by his 
fanily. He was a young man of fine phys- 
ical appearance and wonderful promise. 
Robert Mitchell Post, G. A. R., of Marion, 
is named in his honor. (2) John K. served 
three years in the Union army, but did not 
re-enlist, as his father and brother had an- 
swered to the roll call in the great beyond, 
and he went home to care for his mother and 
sisters. He was only seventeen years of age 
when he participated in the battle of Shiloh. 
He married Susie Sayers and lives in Wa- 
seca, Minnesota. For thirty-six vears he 
has been in the service of the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad, and is now a pas- 
senger engineer. (3) Caroline, wife of 
Our subject, is next in order of birth. (4) 
Margaret died at the age of ten months. 
(5) Elizabeth is the wife of Elias Cope, 
of Philadelphia; Josephine is the wife of 
Andrew Grant, a grain and stock dealer 
of Iowa; and Elisha is a painter of Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cone are the parents of 
four children, namely: Maud L. is the wife 
of A. E. Chislett, of Denver, Colorado; 
Lucia May is the wife of F. A. Shumack, 
proprietor of the principal store of Marion, 
and they have one child, Caroline, the joy 
and pride of the home; Jessie Plummer 1s 
attending St. Joseph’s Academy in Cedar 
Rapids; and John, Jr., is attending the 
high school of Marion. 

In his social relations Mr. Cone is a 
member of the Masonic Lodge, No. 6, of 
Marion; the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
He 1s 
also a charter member of the Grand Army 
Post and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows of Marion, and has filled all the 
chairs in the latter lodge. Politically he has 
been an ardent Republican since the organt- 
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zation of that party, having been a member 
of the “Wide Awakes” and carried a torch 
in the parades when John C. Fremont ran 
for president in 1856. His first vote was 
cast for Abraham Lincoin. His duties of 
citizenship have always been most faithfully 
and conscientiously performed, and his pa- 
triotism has been manifest in days of peace 
as weil as in time of war. 





WILLIAM M. SMITIA. 


Willian1 M. Smith, deceased, was for a 
number of years one of the most prominent 
and influential business men of Mount Ver- 
non, Iowa, and his death came as a deep loss 
te the entire community. He was born in 
Penn township, Morgan county, Ohio, on 
the 29th day of May, 1848, and was a son 
of James Smith, whose birth occurred in 
Belmont county, Ohio, March 16, 1826. 
His paternal grandparents were Thomas and 
Nancy (James) Smith, both natives of Vir- 
ginia and members of the Society of Friends, 
and the great-grandparents were Sanuel and 
Sarah (Bishop) Smith, also natives of the 
Old Dominion and pioneers of Ohio. The 
grandmother, Nancy Smith, was a daughter 
of Samuel and Hannah (Smith) James, who 
spent their entire lives in Virginia. James 
Smith, the father of William M., was inar- 
tied April 21, 1847, to Ruth King, also a 
native of Ohio, and a daughter of Joseph 
and Mary (Morris) King. Three children 
blessed the union, all born in Morgan coun- 
ty, William M. being the oldest. 

William M. Smith was reared and edu- 
cated in Pennsville, Ohio. In the early 
years of his life, even in his boyhood days, 
he formed the habits of industry and econ- 


omy that made his life and his business in 
later years a success. He was only thir- 
teen years of age when the Civil war broke 
out but, boy as he was, he took an active in- 
terest in the struggle and kept himself posted 
on what was going on at the front. He 
determined to join the army, and if needs 
be give his life for his country; but he was 
too young to enter the service, and his 
friends did all in their power to discourage 
hii, but to no purpose. Before he reached 
his sixteenth birthday he finaly succeeded in 
being accepted as a member of Company 
E, Seventy-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
and joined his regiment at Vicksburg in 
March, 1864. The following summer they 
joined Sherman’s command at Big Shanty, 
Georgia, and Mr. Smith took part in all the 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign, in- 
cluding the battle of Atlanta, where he re- 
ceived two gun-shot wounds on the after- 
noon of July 22, 1864, and lay upon the 
battleheld long hours before being removed 
or cared for; not through any fault of his 
soldier friends, but from the exigencies of 
war, whicli every true soldier is prepared to 
expect and meet. Even after he was found 
he was compelled to lie two days in the rear 
before his wounds could be dressed. In this 
painful condition he was taken on a wagon 
to Marietta, and ten days later to Rome, 
Georgia, where he remained in the field hos- 
pital until September. He was then unable 
to walk and was allowed to return home on 
a furlough, but he was almost destitute of 
clothing and there was none to be procured 
at any price. In this condition he pro- 
ceeded on his journey home, and reached 
Marshall, Tennessee, having no other garb 
than his underclothing. At this place he was 
able to find suitable clothing and reached his 
home after enduring much suffering. Tis 
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wounds and subsequent suffering unfitted 
him for further service in the field, and he 
received an honorable discharge June 16, 
1865, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Aiter his return home Mr. Smith came 
to Iowa with his parents in the fall of 1865, 
and accompanied them on their various re- 
movals in this state until September, 1872, 
when he returned to Ohio and became man- 
ager of a drug store belonging to Drs. Jen- 
nings & Kessler, at West Milton, Miami 
county, remaining with them until they sold 
in the following spring. Subsequently Mr. 
Smith was employed as a traveling salesman 
for E. F. Rinehart, wholesale manufacturing 
druggists of Troy, Ohio, and traveled for 
this house five years, selling goods in Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan. In 1878 he became 
connected with Dr. Cary, who was engaged 
in the manufacturing drug’ i business ‘at 
Zanesville, Ohio, traveling in Iowa, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Michigan until the fall of 
1879, when he purchased stock in the Kine- 
hart Medicine Company, and worked in the 
interests of that company until 1883, when 
he sold and came to Mount Vernon, Iowa. 
At no time in the history of the town no 
one business was so much needed as a bank. 
On the 21st of January, 1884, he formed a 
partnership with Dr. James Carson in the 
banking business, and to that enterprise he 
devoted the remainder of his life. On leb- 
ruary, 1893, Col. Hl. H. Rood, of Mount 
Vernon, Iowa, entered the firm and the busi- 
ness was carried on under this partership 
until February 1, 1897, when Dr. Carson 
sold his interest to Willard C. Stuckslage, 
of Lisbon, Iowa. The Mount Vernon Bank 
as Organized at this date continued until the 
death of Mr. Smith in August, 1899. Dur- 
ing these years of business activity the man- 


agement of the bank devolved almost wholly 
on Mr. Smith, and its success was due in 
a large measure to his effort. He was a 
man of good business ability, sound judg- 
ment and keen discrimnination, and withal a 
capable financier. Under his careful man- 
agement the Mount Vernon Bank stands to. 
day a fitting monument to his great indus- 
try and worth. 

As a recreation and rest from business 
cares Mr. Smith carried the breeding of fine 
stock on the farm owned by himself known 
as the Cloverland Farm. He attained.a rep- 
utation as a breeder of fine Aberdeen Angus 
cattle and in his herd were some of the 
best of blood. Registered Shropshire sheep 
were also a specialty. His love for nature 
and the things belonging to nature was 
boundless and he was never more contented 
than on the farm among the animals he had 
watched and cared for. 

Although Mr. Smith was in poor health 
for some time prior to his death he still con- 
tinued to discharge his business and social 
duties with the same promptness and fidelity 
which characterized his whole life. It was 
finally decided that he, with his fainily, 
should spend the fall and winter where the 
climate would be less severe. Saratoga 
Springs, New York, was chosen for a stay 
during the fall on account of the benefit he 
hoped to receive from the use of the spring 
water. But Mr. Smith died on the day of 
his arrival there, August 23, 1899, and his 
remains were brought back to Mount Ver- 
non for interment. In his death the com- 
munity realized that it had lost one of its 
best citizens—a man active, energetic, earn- 
est and diligent in business. <A true friend, 
a genial neighbor, a progressive citizen and 
a tried ‘and loving husband and father. 
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Mr. Smith was an honored member of 
W.C. Dimmitt Post, No. goo, G. A. R.; of 
Mount Vernon Lodge No. 112, A. F. & A. 
M.; and Ashlar Chapter, No. 122, R. A. M., 
of Mount Vernon. His brethren of the Ma+ 
sonic fraternity paid the following tribute 
te his memory: “Brother Smith has been a 
member of. Mount Vernon Lodge for many 
years and of Ashlar Chapter since its forma- 
tion.’ Throughout all these years he has 
been faithful in attendance, prompt in duty, 
and constant in friendship. In his business 
affairs ‘~he exhibited that stern and rugged 
honesty inherited from his ancestry in the 
Society of Friends, strengthened by the 
teachings of Masonry, and beautified by an 
unobstrusive adherence to the faith of the 
Gospel of the Son of Man. His Brethren 
and companions cherish his memory with sin- 
cere affection and part from his earthly pres- 
ence with deep sorrow and regret. We com. 
mend his surviving relatives to the Inner 
light that will guide them safely through the 
rough pathway of their earthly pilgrimage, 
and to the Infinite Comforter that will abide 
with them in all life’s sorrows.” 

Mr. Smith was married on the 9th day 
of September, 1884, to Miss Clara A. Brack- 
ett, who was born in Putnam township, Linn 
county, Iowa. <A sketch of the Brackett 
family appears elsewhere in this work. To 
them were born two children, William Ed- 
gar, born January 19, 1891, and died April 
14, 1893. In the loss of this loved son, the 
cherished plans of the father were broken 
and a sorrow entered his life to remain to 
the end. Ruth Elizabeth was born Decem- 
ber 27, 1893, and with the wife, is left to 
cherish the memory of one whose life was 
all tenderness in his home, upright in his 
business, faithful in his friendship and per- 
fect in his trust in God. 
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I cannot say, and I will not say 
That he is dead. He is just away! 


With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 
He has wandered into an unknown land, 


And left us dreaming how very fair 
it needs must be, since he lingers there. 


And you—O you, who the wildest yearn 
For the old-time step and the glad return,— 


Think of him faring on, as dear 
In the love of There as the love of Here: 


Think of him stiil as the same, I say: 
He is not dead—he is just away! 
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CLARENCE E. HAHN. 


Among the sturdy, energetic and suc- 
cessful farmers and stock raisers of Frank- 
lin township, who thoroughly understand 
the vocation which they follow and are con- 
sequently enabled to carry on their calling 
with profit to themselves, is the subject of 
this sketch, whose farm is on section 16, 
Franklin township. He was born in North- 
ampton county, Pennsylvania, March 19, 
1858, and in 1862 came to Iowa with his 
parents, Amos and Henrietta (Barnes) 
Hahn, whose entire lives up to that time 
had been passed in the Keystone state. On 
the paternal side our subject’s ancestors 
came from Holland, but the Barnes family 
originated in Scotland. On’ coming to this 
state Amos Hahn first located near Lisbon, 
in Franklin township, Linn county, but later 
removed to section 3 in the same township, 
where he purchased a farm of one hundred 
and sixty-five acres, making it his home 
throughout the remainder of-his life. He 
died February 12, 1897, and his wife cle- 
parted this life December 20, 1896, both 
being buried in the Lisbon cemetery. They 
had five children: Sarah, now the wife of 
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William Dixon, of Linn Grove, Linn tawn- 
ship; Clarence E., our subject; Frank, who 
married Hattie Leese, and 1s a carpenter 
and contractor of Mt. Vernon; Ella, wife 
of John Hoodmaker, who runs a dray and 
hack line in Mt. Vernon; and Philip, who 
married Ella Davis and is engaged in team- 
ing in Mt. Vernon. 

Clarence E. Hahn began his education 
in the Glenwood school, and completed it 
in the Mt. Vernon public school, and after 
laying aside his text books at the age of 
seventeen years he devoted his entire time 
and attention to the operation of the home 
farm. Six years later the family removed 
to the farm whicli he now owns and occu- 
pies, and he managed the same until his 
father’s death. He has since purchased the 
interests of the other heirs, and has made 
many improvements upon the place, the 
model country residence being surrounded 
by beautiful trees, which forms a most at 
tractive Spot in the landscape. 

At Anamosa, Iowa, August 31, 1899, 
Mr. Hahn married Miss Catherine McDon- 
nell, who was born in Fairview township, 
Jones county, lowa, January 22, 1865. Her 
father, John McDonnell, was a native of 
County Clare, Ireland, and in 1853 came 
to America on the British Queen, a sail- 
ing vessel, which was three mouths in 
crossing the Atlantic at that time. He 
landed in New York, and engaged in 
farming in the Empire state. for seven 
years before coming to Lowa. Locating 
in Jones county, he worked as a farm hand 
until 1857, and then purchased eighty acres 
of land in Brown township, Linn county, 
where he still continues to reside. He has 
added to his original purchase from time 
to time, however, until he now has two hun- 
dred and forty acres of very valuable and 
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productive land. His parents, two brothers 
and two sisters also came to the United 
States. While in New York he became 
acquainted with Margaret Lynch, who was 
working in the same family where he was 
employed, and their friendship ripening 
into love they were afterward married at 
Cascade, Jones county, Iowa. She was born 
in County Kilkenny, Ireland, and came to 
the new world in 1855 on the steamer Lucy 
Thompson, which sailed from Liverpool to 
New York. Tio years later she went to 
Dubuque, where she made her home until 
her marriage. She died November 18, 1891. 
The MeDonnell family lived originally in 
Scotland, and from that country went to 
Ireland. Mrs. Hahn is the third in order 
of birth in a family of eight children, the 
others being Mary, who resides with her 
father; William, who died in 188g, at the 
age of twenty-seven years, Thomas, who 
died in 1893, at the age of twenty-eight; 
Margaret, also at home with her father ; 
Alice, wife of Albert Dunn, of Linn town 
ship, this county; Lucy, at home; and Louis, 
who now manages his father’s farm. 

In his social relations Mr. Hahn is a 
prominent member of Bethlehem Lodge, 
No. 3, K. of P., of Mt. Vernon, of which 
he is past chancellor, and he also belongs to 
the Modern Brotherhood of America. In 
politics he is a stanch Democrat, and he has 
most capably and satisfactorily filled the of 


fice of road supervisor in his district. 


GARRY TREAT. 


Tiris well-known citizen of Mario, 
Iowa, is the possessor of a handsome prop 
erty at the corner of Tenth street and 
Eleventh avenue, and is enabled to spend his 
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GARRY TREAT. 
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declining years in the pleasurable enjoyment 
of his accumulations. The record of his 
life, previous to 1889, is that of an active, 
enterprising, methodical and Sagacious busi- 
ness man, who bent his energies to the hon- 
orable acquirement of a comfortable coni- 
petence for himself and family. 

Mr. Treat was born near Brockport, New 
York, December 17, 1831, a son of Oliver 
J. and Mary A. (Green) Treat, dlso natives 
of that state. His paternal grandfather, 
Charles Treat, was a Connecticut Yankee, 
who during the Revolutionary war enlisted 
as a drummer boy in 1775, and: during his 
long service of over seven years rose to the 
rank of major, being mustered out as such 
in 1782. He was on duty at Tappan, New 
York, October 2, 1780, when Major Andre 
Was hing asa spy at that place, but did not 
see the execution. He was married, May 
I, 1788, in Wethersfield, Connecticut, to 
Hopeful Robbins, and in 1820 removed to 
Monroe county, New York, where in the 
midst of the wild unbroken forest he de- 
veloped a farm. He died in that county in 
1841, whn nearly ninety years of age. In 
his family were eight children. Oliver J. 
Treat, the father of our subject, spent his 
life as a farmer in New York. He was born 
in 1809 and died in 1893, while his wife 
was born in 1812 and died in 1859. Both 
were earnest and consistent members of the 
Freewill Baptist church. 

Our subject is the oldest in a family of 
twelve children, while the others now living 
are James B,, who served three years during 
the Civil war as a member of Company F, 
Eighth New York Cavalry, and is now a 
farmer of Missouri; George, a farmer of 
western New York: and Emma J., wife of 
Andrew. Gonzales, a ranchman of Arizona. 
Those deceased were Jerome W., a farmer, 


B and building until the spring of 1861, when 


who died ‘at about the age of fifty years; 
Milton, who died in Portland, Michigan, at 
the age of thirty: Amanda, who married 
David Shreves and died in Brooklyn, Ohio, 
at the age of twenty-four; Rosina, who mar- 
ried Edwin Sowers and died at the age of 
forty ; Adaline, who married Edwin Whit- 
comb and died at the age of thirty; Rachel, 
who married George Gott and died at the 
age of fifty-two; Willis, who died at the age 
of thirty-seven years; and one who died jn 
infancy unnamed. 

Mr, Treat, of this review, spent the first 
eighteen years of his life on the home farm, 
assisting in the Jabors of the fields during 
the summer season, while through the win- 
ter months he attended school. When his 
School, days were over he served an appren- 
ticeship to the carpenter’s trade, which he 
followed for over ten years. About 1852 
he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and later to 
Michigan City, Indiana, working at his trade 
on round and freight houses for the New 
Albany & Salem Railroad. In June, 1854, 
he went to Bureau county, Illinots, as fore- 
man of a gang of workmen building bridges 
for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail- 
road, with headquarters at Princeton. 

In October, 1854, Mr. Treat came to 
Marion, Iowa, and took up one hundred and 
sixty acres of government land in Spring 
Grove township, Linn county, after which he 
returned to Princeton. He worked for the 
same railroad company at Burlington in 
1855, and in the spring of 18 56 returned to 
Marion, where he engaged in contracting 


he removed to his farm two miles east of 
town. He followed agricultural pursuits 
with marked success for twenty-eight years, 
and in 1889 returned to Marion, where he 
has since practically lived a retired life. 


30 
‘Since 1890 he has been president of the 
“Greeley State Bank, of Greeley, Nebraska, 
of which he owns most of the stock, and is 
‘also one of the charter members and directors 
“of the Farmers & Merchants State Bank of 
‘Marion, while from its organization he has 
‘been chairman of the finance committee, con- 
‘sisting of three persons. 

“ - On the 17th of February, 1856, Mr. 
‘Treat was united in marriage with Miss 
Christine Wiltse, of Orleans county, New 
York, a daughter of Andrew S. Wiltse. 
‘She died in 1858, at the age of twenty-six 
years, and for his second wife Mr. Treat 
‘married Mrs, Delia J. (Lathrop) Basset, a 
“native of Ripley county, Indiana, and a 
‘daughter of the late Augustus Lathrop. By 
‘this union was born one child, Mary Au- 
‘gusta, who married Edwin J. Esgate, of 
‘Marion, and has three children, Arthur T., 
“Rdith M. and Helen. Mr. Esgate is the 
‘cashier of the Farmers and Merchants State 
‘Bank, which position he has held since its 
‘organization, 

"Mr. Treat was one of the organizers 
‘of the Republican party in Linn county, of 
"avhich he is still a stanch supporter, and he 

takes a commendable interest in political af- 

‘fairs. He served as township trustee ten 

consecutive years; county supervisor nine 

consecutive years; and school director and 
president of the township board for many 
years. He also served as justice of the peace 

‘one term and refused to become a candidate 

for re-election. His official duties have al- 

‘ways been most faithfully and satisfactorily 


performed, ‘and he is recognized as one of | 
the most valued and useful citizens of his | 


community. “He has been an “arderit sup- 
porter of those enterprises whose object is 
te advance the welfare of his town and coun- 


ty, or for th€ bettermbnt of the people. He 
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3ig a member of the Iowa Legion of Honor, 
fand-his wife holds membership in the Bap- 
tist church. 
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HORACE G. McMILLAN. : 


Whiatever else may. be said of the legal 
‘fraternity, it cannot be denied that members 
sof the bar have more important actors in 
‘public affairs than any other class of Ameri- 
‘can people. This is but the natural result 
éof causes which are manifest and require no 
explanation. The ability and training which 
qualify one to practice law also qualify him 


in many respects for duties which he out- 


‘side the strict path of his profession and 
which touch the general interests of society. 
‘The subject of this record is a man who 
“has brought his keen discrimination and 
‘thorough wisdom to: bear not alone on pro- 
‘fessional paths but also for the benefit of 
the community in which he resides. He 
‘is now attorney for the northern district of 
Iowa, and makes his home in Cedar Rapids. 
A native of Ohio, Mr. McMillan was 
‘born in Wayne county, May 29, 1854, and 
isa son of P. R. and Elizabeth (Cully) Me- 
“Millan, the former a native of New York 
‘state, the latter of Wayne county, Ohio. His 
paternal great grandfather came to this 
country from Scotland in the latter part of 
‘the eightéenth century and settled in Wash- 
‘ington county, New York, where the fathér 
<of our subject was born. He was only six 
vears old; however, when he removed with 
his parents to- Seneca county, Ohio, and 
_there in the midst of the forest he grew 
manhood with little opportunity to attend 
school. He took an academic course after 


‘reaching "his majority, and by thoroughly — 
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succeeded in acquiring a splendid education, 
becoming a fine Latin, Greek and Gerinan 
Scholar, and mastering all the branches of 
higher mathematics. 
Wayne county, Ohio, he taught school, and 
in 1846 he came to Iowa as the first prin- 
cipal of Washington Academy under Dr. 
George Vincent, the founder of that school 
and a very noted divine of the Presbyterian 
church. . After. teaching there for some 
years Mr. McMillan returned to Wayne 
county, Ohio, where. he was married and 
engaged in farming four years.. At the end 
of that time he again went to Washington 
county, Iowa, where he was engaged in mer- 
cantile business at Crawfordsville with two 


brothers four years, and then removed to a. 


farm near- Washington, the county seat, and 


turned his attention to agricultural pursuits.. 


Throughout the remainder of his life he en- 
gaged in farming and raising fine stock. 
He died March Ig, 1882, and his widow 
now resides with a daughter in Aberdeen, 
south Dakota. They were the parents of 
three children, namely: Alice is the wife 
of T. C. Rogers, who for some years has 
been engaged in the grain and milling busi- 
hess in Beloit, Kansas, and has served in the 
legislature of that state. Horace G., of this 
review, is the next in order of birth. Fran- 
ces is the wife of A. W. Glenn, of Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, who is a conductor on the 
Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad between 
Aberdeen and Sioux City, and although he 
has been with that company for twenty- 
seven years has never been laid off a day. 
He has farming: interests. in South Dakota. 

Horace G. McMillan received his primary 
education in the district schools, and Jater 
attended the Grandview Academy in Louisa 
gounty, Iowa, two terms, and the Washing- 


While a resident of 
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applying himself to his studies at home he. 


ton Academy about one year. He was then 
engaged in'raising fine stock as a partner of, 
ls father, handling horses, cattle, sheep and_ 
hogs of a high grade, and he continued in 
this business for five years after reaching 
his majority. In the meantime: he com- 
menced the study of law, and later entered 
the office of J. F. McJunkin, then attorney- 
general of Iowa, with whom he remained for 
a year, walking from the farm to the city 
each morning and returning home at night. 
After two years and a half devoted to study, 
he was admitted to the bar in 1880, and was, 
engaged in practice in Washington, Iowa,. 
about two years. He then removed to Rock 
Rapids, Lyon county, where he successfully 
followed his chosen profession until coming, 
to Cedar Rapids in July, 1898, having been 
appointed district attorney in February of 
that year. 

During the first seven vears spent at Rock 
Rapids, Mr. McMillan was in partnershi 
with A. Van Wagenen, under the firm name 
of Van Wagenen & McMillan, at the end of 
which time his partner was appointed district 
judge by Governor Boies. Our subject then 
became connected with Mr. Van \W agenen’s 
brother, who had studied with the firnt, and 
this partnership lasted a year and a half. 
Mr. McMillan was then alone for two years, 
and at the end of that time formed a part- 
nership with J. W. Dunlap, under the frm 
Style of McMillan & Dunlap, which con- 
nection was continued until our subject’s re- 
moval to Cedar Rapids. In the spring of 
1898. in partnership with Cyrenus Cole, he 
bought out the Republican Printing Com- 
pany, of which he is now president and busi- 
ness manager.. He is also still interested iT 
farming and stock raising. He first pur- 
Chased a small farm jn Lyon county, which 
he stocked, but has since bought a large 
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place, consisting of seven hundred acres, 
known as the Lakewood Stock Farm, to 
which he gives his personal supervision. 
Here he raises thorougti-bred stock, lus spe- 
cialty being Percheron horses, Jersey cattle, 
of which he has one of the finest herds in the 
west, and he holds annua! sales, disposing of 
his surplus stock. Besides tls valuable place, 
which is one of the finest stock farms in the 
state, he now owns over five thousand acres 
of lighly cultivated land, which he has pur- 
‘chased from time to time. Since 1895, he 
has been largely interested in raising both 
imported and home-bred registered Perche- 
ron horses, having now one hundred head, 
and in the future he proposes to make this 
his principal farm business. 

On the 28th of August, 1877, Mr. Mc- 
Millan was united in marriage with Miss 
Alice Van Doren, a native of Washington 
county, Iowa, and the third in order of 
birth in a family of five children. Her fa- 


ther, W. A. Van Doren, was for many years 


a prominent attorney and real-estate dealer 
of Washington, Iowa, and was one of the 
early settlers and pioneer lawyers of that 
section of the stafe. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
McMillan were born six children, namely: 
Glenn V.; Viva; Stella, who died in infancy; 
Florence; James B.; and Horace G, Jr., 
all at home. The wife and mother is a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church; has always 
taken a deep interest in educational affairs; 
and was largely instrumental in founding 
the public library at Rock Rapids. 

Before entering upon the duties of his 
present office Mr. McMillan had probably 
the largest prirvate practice of any lawyer 
in lis section of the state, and was retained 
aS counsel either on one side or the other 
of all the important cases that came up. He 
has had large experience in trying personal 


injury cases, both for and against railroad 
companies, and obtained one of the largest 
verdicts probably ever secured in this state. 
He was prominently connected with the 
bond litigation of Lyon county, whien the 
county had been fraudulently bonded for 
one hundred and seventy thousand dollars, 
and various school districts had been bonded 
fer from twenty to two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. Mr. McMillan tried these 
cases in both the state and United States 
courts, and the supreme court at Washing- 
ton, D. C., decided in his favor. As a jury 
advocate he is very successful, and to-day 
ranks among the foremost attorneys of 
Iowa. Prominence at the bar comes through 
merit alone, and the high position which he 
has attained attests lis superiority. 

Since reaching manhood Mr. McMillan 
has taken an active and prominent part in 
political affairs; was three times elected a 
member of the Republican state central com- 
nuttee from the eleventh congressional dis- 
trict; and three times elected chairman of 
the same. He was alternate delegate at 
large to the national convention in 1896, 
and had charge of the campaign when Fran- 
cis M. Drake was elected governor by an 
almost unprecedented majority. He also 
had charge of the McKinley and Hobart 
campaign in Iowa, which he conducted in 
such a manner as to win the praise of the 
Republicans and gold Democrats alike, and 
he managed the campaign when Leslie AL. 
Shaw run for goernor. As a campaign 
leader Mr. McMillan has tenacity of pur- 
pose, persistence of effort and a wise spirit 
of conciliation, and under him the party has: 
developed no factions nor has it wavered. 
The first office he was called upon to fill was 
that of assessor. of his township. which le 
held when a young man. He served two terms 
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as city attorney of Rock Rapids ; three terms 
as county attorney of Lyon county; and ten 
years as a member of the hoard of insane 
commissioners of. that county. As a citi- 
zen he ever stands ready to discharge any 
duty devolving upon him ; lis public service 
has been most commendable; and he stands 
deservedly high in professional, political 
and social circles. F raternaily he is a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias an dthe Mod- 
ern \Woodnien of America. 


———_—---— ___...____. 


ADAM HARRIER. 


As a contractor and builder Adam Har- 
rier was for over thirty years prominently 
connected with the business affairs of Cedar 
Rapids, and having met with excellent stc- 
cess during his residence here he is now able 
to lay aside all business cares and spend the 
evening of his life in ease and quiet, enjoy- 
ing the fruits of former toil. 

A nattve of Pennsylvania, Mr. Harrier 
was born in Bedford county, December 24, 
1826, and is a son of Daniel Harrier, whose 
birth occurred in the same county in 1808. 
The paternal grandfather was of English 
descent and one of the pioneers of Bedford 
county, where he died in 1816. On reach- 
ing manhood the father was married there 
to Miss Elizabeth Dihel, who was born jn 
the same township where her husband’s birth 
occurred. By trade he was a carpenter and 
joiner, but devoted the latter years of his 
life to farming. For a few years he worked 
at his trade in Allegany county, Maryland, 
but about 1839 or 1840 returned to Bed ford 
county, Pennsylvania, where he followed 
farming until his death jn 1875. His first 
wife, who was the mother of our subject, 
died in 1844, and later he married again. 


Adam Harrier passed the days of his 
boyhood and youth in Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania, and not only became familiar with 
agricultural pursuits, but also learned the 
carpenter's and joiner’s trade. In Septem- 


ber, 1864, he joined the boys in blue of. 


Company K, Fighty-second Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, and joined his regiment 
at Petersburg. He took part in the engage- 
ments in front of that Stronghold and Rich- 
mond, and assisted in driving Lee’s army 
out. On the 6th of April, 1865, he was in 
the battle of Sailor’s Run, and saw the flag 
of truce raised at the time of General Lee’s 
surrender. He tost no time from illness or 
other causes during his army life, but was 
able to stake arms with his coinpany each 
night. He was honorably discharged at 
Hall’s Hill, Virginia, in May, 1865, but 
two or three days later when on the return 
march he was taken ill and sent to a field 
hospital in Virginia. Later he was trans- 
ferred to Washington, and from there to 
Chestnut Hill hospital, Philadelphia, where 
he remained until sufficiently recovered to 
return home in July. 

Mr. Harrier had only partially regained 
his health when he came to Cedar Rapids, 
Towa, in March, 1866. After working at 
his trade for others for 4 short time, he 
formed a partnership, and commenced con- 
tracting and building on his own account in 
1867. “Later he was alone in business until 
his retirement in 1899. -Many business 
blocks and private residences in Cedar Rap- 
ids show ‘his architectural skill and handi- 
work, and he also bought lots on the‘ west 
side and erected thereon five houses for him- 
self. 

In Bedford county, Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Harrier was married, October 28, I85I, to 
Miss Marv C. V alentine, also a native of 
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that county, and a daughter of Jesse Valen- 
tine, who was born there. Ten children 
‘blessed this union, but only five are now liv- 
ing, namely: Sarah Jane is the wife of 
‘George Hull, of Cedar Rapids; Louisa B. 
as the wife of Robert Stark, of Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, and they have one child, 
‘Harry A.; Loyal R. is part owner and fore- 
man of the Cedar Rapids Lumber Company ; 
James Albert is connected with the Same 
company as yard foreman; Lora is at home. 
‘Those deceased were Anna Maria, who 
qmarried Ira B. Taft, by whom she had three 
children, Lena, Ray and Inez. She died 
April. 2, 1901; Martha, who died at the age 
‘of four years; Mary, who died at the age 
of thirteen; Minnie, who died at the age of 
“sixteen; and Alice, who married Thomas 
‘A. Grist, of Cedar Rapids, and died in 1892, 
‘at the age of twenty-nine. 

Jesse Valentine, who was born in Vir- 
ginia in 1808, married Mary Ann Keefer, 
‘born ‘1 Bedford county, Pennsylvania, in 
“4809. He was a farmer in Pennsylvania, 
ut later in life (1865) moved to Benton 
county, Iowa, where he died, and the mother 
‘also. Andrew Valentine, father of Jesse, 
‘was a farmer of Virginia. The grandfather 
‘was Jacob Keefer, a native of Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania, of German descent, 
but who after his marriage was a farmer 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harrier were among the 
original members of St. Paul’s Methodist 
“Episcopal church, which they assisted in 
‘building, and they have led earnest Christian 
lives. Fraternally Mr. Harrier is an hon- 
ted member of the Grand Army Post, of 
Cedar Rapids, and politically he is identified 
with the Republican party, having supported 
“all of its presidential candidates siice cast- 
ing his first vote. He is a worthy tepresen- 


tative of that class of citizens who lead 
quiet, industrious, honest and useful lives, 
and constitute the best portion of a con 
munity. Wherever known lie is held in the 
highest regard, and 1s certainly deserving of 
honorable mention in the history of his 
adopted country. 


——_o+o—_——_ 


JOSEPH BAIR. 


Among the prosperous farmers and 
stock raisers of Linn county, the record of 
whose lives fill an important place in this 


volume, it gives us pleasure to commemorate 


the name of this gentleman, whose home .1s 
on section 20, Franklin township. He was 
born in Westmoreland county, Pennsy!- 
yania, July 29, 1842, and is a son of Sanwuél 
and Sarah (Sager) Bair, the former also 
a native of Westmoreland county, Pennsyl- 
vania, the latter of Virginia. They were 
married in the Keystone state, where they 
continued to reside until the father’s death, 
which occurred in 1858. Subsequently the 
mother came to Iowa, and after residing for 
a time in. Clinton county, went to Crawford 
county, Iowa, where she died in 1895. Their 
family consisted of ten children, namely: 
Andrew married Jane Kelly and died in 
Denison, Crawford county, Iowa, March 6, 
1887, while his widow now resides in Mant 
toba, Canada; Susan is a resident of Craw- 
ford county, this state; Samuel married 
Emma Hamiltonand lives in Denison, lowas 
Sarah is the wife of James Bohart, of Canon 
‘City, Colofado; Joseph is next in order of 
birth; Rachel. married Henry Bilheimer, of 
Clarksville, Butler county, Lowa, and both 
are now deceased; Lydia died at the age of 
fourteen years; Mary is the wite of M. 
Bohart, of Crawford county; Hannah 18 
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the wife of John Rolland, of the same. 


county; and one died in infancy. 

During his boyhood and youth Joseph 
Bair attended the district schools during 
the winter months until sixteen years of age, 
artd then commenced working as a farm hand 
at three dollars and a quarter per month. 
In October, 1862, he enlisted in Company 
H, One Hundred and Sixty-eighth Pennsy!- 
vania Infantry—a conscript regiment—as 
a substitttte for his brother, and went to 
Washington: and from there to North Car- 
olina, but when Lee invaded Pennsylvania, 
they were ordered back and participated in 
the battle of Gettysburg. When his term of 
enlistment expired Mr. Bair was discharged 
July 15, 1863, and returned home, where 
he worked: until the following winter, when 
he came to Clinton county, Iowa, being em- 
ployed on a farin there for six months. He 
then re-enlisted in Company F, Eleventh 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, was mustered in 
at Davenport and joined ‘his regiment at 
Marietta, Georgia, marching with Sherman 
to-Savannah and remaining in his-conimand 
until the close of the war. He participated 
in the grand review at Washington, D, C., 
and was mustered out of service at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, being discharged at Daven- 
port. Returning to Clinton county, he re- 
sumed the most quiet pursuit of farming. 

On the 26th of May, 1869, Mr. Bair 
was married in Duluth, Illinois, to Miss 
Mary E. Kelly, who was born in Clinton 
county, Iowa, August 19, 1852, and is a 
daughter of Adam and Elizabeth (Sager) 
Kelly. Her father was born in Westmore- 
land county, Pennsylvania, October 14, 
1814, while her mother was born,in Trum- 
bull’ county, Ohio, August 25, 1816, and 
was the sister of our subject’s mother. In 
their family ‘were six children, namely: 





Robert, a resident of Clinton county, mar- 
ried Catherine Bilheimer, who died May 2,, 
1896, and in the spring of 1898, he married” 
Elizabeth McHenry; Richard H., born in, 
1843, was-killed in the battle of Iuka, Miss- 
issipm,, during. the»Givil war, September. 19,+ 
1862; Albert M., deceased, wedded Mary. 
Young, now a resident of Bellefontaine, 
Ohio; Samuel married Anna Smith and re- 
sides in Clinton county, Iowa; Mary E. is 
the wife of our subjec;t and Mary M., the. 
oldest .of the iamnily, died in infancy.. The 
Bair family j is of German descent, while the 
Kellys caine originally from Ireland. 

Unto our subject and his wife have been 
born twelve children, as follows: Elsie E.,, 
born February 14, 1870, was married Oc- 
tober 26, 1892, to James Milholin, a farmer. 
of Franklin township, Linn county, and, 
they have four children, Harry, Jay, Flor- 
ence and Glenn, who died April 1, 1901. 
Ora Myrtle, born September 13, 1871, was 
married: June 16, 1894, to Dr. Thomas 
Wolf, of Mt. Vernon. John Torrence, born 
December 8, 1873, was married June 30, 
1897, to Clara B. Carson, by whom he has 


. one son, Meredith, and they reside in Mt. 


Vernon. Frances Belle, born March 8, 1876. 
Robert -Clifton,. born October 9, 1877; 
Adam Kelly, born March 5, 1879; and Sam- 
uel Earl, born January 22, 1881. are all at 
home. May Elizabeth, born May 28, 1883, 
died January: 12, 1890. Clara Verona, born 
December 4, 1885; Rollie Glenn, born Feb- 
tuary 12, 1887, and Bessie V., horn May 16, 
1889, are alSo at home: Hazel M., born Sep- 
tember 14, 1893, died February 14. 1893. 
For two years after his marriage Mr. 
Bair engaged in farming upon a place be- 
longing to his father-in-law in Center town- 
ship, Clinton county, and then removed to 
another farm of Mr. Kelly’s in Eden town- 
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ship, the same county, remaining there six 
years and making many improvements 
thereon. At the end of that time he returned 
to the old homestead in Center township, 
Mrs. Bair having been given this farm by 
her father. It consisted of one hundred and 
twenty acres, and our subject subsequently 
purchased eighty acres more, for which he 
paid eighty dollars per acre. To the further 
improvement and cultivation of that place 
he devoted his attention for ten years. On 
selling out in 1887, he came to Linn county 
and bought a farm of two hunelred and 
fifty acres on sections 20 and 21, and has 
since purchased other land, having at one 
time three hundred and eight acres, but has 
since disposed of a portion of this, though 
he still retains two hundred and seventy 
acres. In 1896 he built a commodious resi- 
dence in the Queen Anne style of architec- 
ture, and supplied with all the latest 1m- 
provements and conveniences. He has also 
erected some large barns upon the place, and 
has one of the best improved farms in thre 
locality. Mr. Bair is extensively engaged 
in the raising of stock, and handles more 
cattle than any other farmer in Franklin 
township. 

In his political affiliations he is a Re- 
publican, but he has never cared for official 
honors, though he has efficiently served as 
a schoo] director for a number of years. 
Fraternally he is an honored member of 
W. C. Dimmnick Post, No. 4oo, G. A. R., 
and Eureka Lodge, No. 45, Legion of 
Honor, both of Mt. Vernon. 


SAMPSON C. BEVER. 


Cedar Rapids has been the home and 
scene of labor of many men who have not 
only led lives that should serve as an ex- 





ample’ to those who come after them, but 
have also been of important service to their 
city and state through various avenues of 
usefulness. Aniong them must be named 
Sampson C. Bever, who passed away August 
22, 1892, after a life of industry, rich in 
those rare possessions which only a high 
character can give. 

He was born in Columbiana county; 
Ohio, July 13, 1808; he was a son of James 
and (Imbrie) Bever. His pater- 
nal grandfather was Sampson Bever, a na- 
tive of Germany, who lived for a time in 
Ireland; in 1777 he emigrated to America. 
He took part in the Revolutionary war, and 
on the cessation of hostilities located in Fay- 
ette county, Pennsylvania; his last years 
were spent in Washington county, Pennsyl- 
vania. His maternal grandfather was James 
Imbrie, who was born in Scotland, coming 
to this country in 1780, settled in Washing- 
ton county, Pennsylvania, where his death 
occurred. 

In the spring of 1809 during the infancy 
of our subject his father, James Bever, re- 
moved to what is now Holmes county, Ohio, 
locating on a tract of wild land which his 
brother John had surveyed for the govern- 
ment and selected for him. It was the first 
entry made in the so-called “new purchase.” 
He arrived at his destination by following 
an Indian trail and using pack horses for 
transportation. The new home of the family 
was at Oldtown on Salt creek; near the junc 
tion of that stream with the Killbuck river, 
the town having been vacated and burned 
by the Indians. The nearest cabin to their 
home was thirteen miles distant, it being the 
headquarters of the surveying party of which 
Mr. Bever’s brother was at the head. That 
gentleman subsequently laid out the now 
flourishing town of Wooster, Wayne county; 
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Ohio. The hardships of frontier life were 
too severe for the father of our subject, and 
he died April 22, 1811, in the little cabin 
he had built two years before, leaving a 
widow and two little bovs in the midst of 
the wilderness. The following year, when 
the second war with England was declared, 
the Indians became troublesome, and tliis 
little fanuly, with others in that locality, 
spent most of the time in a block-house, not 
daring to leave until the Indian depredations 
were over. 

Sampson C. Bever had no opportunity to 
attend school until nine years of age, after 
which he pursued his studies in the subscrip- 
tion schools for about three months during 
the winter for a few years. He had pre- 
viously learned to read and write, however, 
under his mother’s direction. She was mar- 
nied again to a man who had several chil- 
dren, and our subject helped his step-father 
te clear and improve the home farm, oc- 
casionally working as a day laborer to pro- 
cure the means to purchase clothes and pay 
his tuition at school. As the new family re- 
lations did not prove the most pleasant, he 
left home at the age of fourteen years and 
spent a few months with his mother’s brother 
in Beaver county, Pennsylvania. Before he 
aitained the age of fifteen years he walked 
one hundred and fifty miles to Brownsville, 
that state, where he clerked in a store for five 
years at four dollars per month. Mr. Bever 
always declared that this was the most im- 
portant period of his life, ashe was called 
upon to assuine grave responsibilities, and 
he always proved competent and trustworthy. 
At the age of twenty he took charge of the 
Albany Glass Works near Brownsville, re- 
ceiving one hundred and fifty doilars a year. 
He soon made arrangements to buy out the 
business of his employers at that place, in- 


cluding their store, stock of goods and glass 
works, and in partnership with William Eb- 
erhart, an experienced glassblower, business 
Was carried on under the firm name of S. C. 
Bever & Company for two years, during 
which time they prospered, and were not 
only able to pay off all indebtedness, but 
had a surplus left. When Mr. Eberhart 
withdrew from the firm Mr. Bever formed a } 
partnership with George B. Woltz, who died 
three years later. Feeling sure that a ‘panic 
would follow President Jackson’s war with 
the United States bank, our subject sold out 
his busmess just in time to avoid the crash. 

In the autumn of 1836 Mr. Bever formed 
a partnership with Goodlow H. Bowman, 
one of his former employers, and they started 
a mercantile establishment at Coshocton, 
Ohio, where business was carried on under 
the firm name of Bever & Bowman for ten 
years. He next removed to Millersburg, 
now in Holmes county, Ohio, where he con- 
tinued to engage in merchandising for six 
years. This was near the old home where 
his father had died many years before. 
Later he had his father’s remains removed 
to Cedar Rapids. Mr. Bever built a beauti- 
ful residence in Millersburg, but on determin. 
ing to come west sold it. After traveling 
over several of the states in the Mississippi 
valley he decided to locate in Cedar Rapids, 
to which place he removed his family in 
1852, the journey being made by way of 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to Musca-| 
tine, lowa, and thence by private conveyance, 
arriving here on the 4th of April. 

Mr. Bever had previously purchased six 
hundred acres of land, now within the cor- 
porate limits of Cedar Rapids, with the ob- 
ject of making farins for himself and sons. 
and he put two or three hundred acres under 
cultivation. Ina few months, however, he 
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became clisSatished with farming and re- 
turned to his old pursuit, that of merchandis- 
ing, which he carried on here until 1859. 
During the last five years of his mercantile 
hfe he was also identified with the con- 
struction of the Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska 
Railroad, now a part of the Chicago & 
Northwestern system, which was the first 
road to cross Iowa. In 1859, when the road 
reached Cedar Rapids, Mr. Bever started a 
private bank, the oldest monetary institution 
in the city, forming a partnership with his 
son, James L., under the firm name of S. C. 
Bever & Son. This ventiire proved a suc- 
cess, and after the passage by congress of 
the National Banking Law the bank was re- 
organized as the City National Bank. of 
Cedar Rapids, with a capital of one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For many years, and up to the time of the 
death of our subject, the officers of the bank 
were S. C. Bever, president; George W. 
Bever, vice-president; James L. Bever, 
cashier; and John B. Bever, assistant cashier, 
the last three heing sons of our subject. At 
a meeting of the American Bankers Associa- 
tion in Philadelphia in 1876 he was chosen 
one of its vice-presidents. 

On the &th of August, 1833, Mr. Bever 
was united in marriage witit Miss Mary 
Blythe, of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
who died June 14, 1885, having for nearly 
fifty-two years been a true helpmate to her 
husband, sharing with him the joys and sor- 
rows, the adversity and prosperity of life. 
Unto them were born nine children, five of 
whom are’still living, namely: James L., 
George W. and John B., and two daughters. 

For many years Mr. Bever was closely 
identified with the growth and prosperity of 
Grace Episcopal church of Cedar Rapids, to 
which he made many generous. donations. 


In 1861 he was elected ‘senior warden, and 
held that office until his death, when his son 
James L. was elected to succeed him. When 
the primary convention was held in 1853 for 
the purpose of organizing the Episcopal 
churches of Iowa into an independent diocese 
Mr. Bever was present, and was made pro- 
visional secretary of the diocese, and for 
years he represented the diocese in the gen: 
eral convention, being absent only once, in 
1877, up to the time of his death in 1&g2. 
In 188g ill health prevented him from take 
ing an active part in the proceedings. The 
tollowing year Griswold College of Daven: 
port, lowa, conferred on him the degree of 
LL. D. His well-known liberality went far 
toward the erection of St. Luke’s hospital 
of this city. 

As previously stated, Mr. Bever died Au- 
gust 22, 1892, at the advanced age of eighty: 
four years, and his death was most sincerely 
mourned by a liost of friends as well as by 
the general public. He was a mart of ‘ex- 
traordinary business sagacity and acumen, 
his judgment seemed unerring, and every 
enterprise which enlisted his personal atten* 
tion and encouragement succeeded. During 
a long! life of commercial and financial suc- 
cess he atcuniulated great wealth, but he al? 
ways gave liberally to various charitable en; 
terprises and deserving institutions. He not 
only contributed to the support’ of the Episr 
copal church, but gave to other denominar 
tions as well, but he was’ so unostentatious 
in his giving that many of lis deeds of 
benevolenéée were known only to himself and 
the recipient. During his residence in 
Cedar Rapids, he was probably the most con- 
spicuous figure in the business and com 
mercial: lifé of the ‘city, arid his death’ was 
a great loss to the entire conimiunity. 

No better estimate of Mr: Bever’s life 
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and character can be given than is contained 
in the words of those who knew him best— 
his associates on the vestry of Grace church, 
who concluded their tribute to his life in the 
following words: : 

“Mr. Bever’s character, as it was mani: 
fested to his associates of the vestry, was 
remarkable for its simplicity; he had great 
earnestness and concentration of purpose; in 
planning, he was deliberate and wise; in 
execution, deliberate, but forcible. His wis- 
dom had been largely gained from observa- 
tion and experience, but not a litt'’e from 
reading and study. He strove diligently to 
perform his every duty. As vestrymen, we 
feel Mr. Bever’s death as a personal loss. 
He was one at whose home it was often our 
ptivilege to meet; he was one from whom 
Wwe could receive advice with pleasure and 
profit. We always turned to him when in 
conduct of parish affairs we most needed 
wise counsel or financial aid, confident of his 
willingness and ability to furnish both. He 
was a good ian, a true friend, a loyal citi- 
zen, but we best speak that we do know, 
and testify to what we have seen, when we 
record that his church life was worthy to 
become an enduring example of faith and 
faithfulness.” 





BENJAMIN BOWMAN, 


The subject of this sketch is one of the 
most successful and progressive farmers 
within the borders of Marion township, 
Where he owns four hitndred and seventy- 
five acres of valuable and well improved 
land. He has made his special field of in- 
dustry a success, and is lughly esteemed 
and respected by all who know him. 

Mr. Bowman was born near Lancaster 
City, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, Feb- 


ruary 26, 1830, and is a son of Daniel and 
Mary (Smith) Bowman, also natives of 
that county, and both now deceased. The 
father made farming his life occupation. In 
the family were eight children, namely: 
Benjamin, of this review; David, a farmer 
of Cumberland. county, Pennsylvania; Cap- 
tain A., who is engaged in farming on sec: 
tion 35, Mation- township, this county ; 
Anna, wife of David Weaver, of: Cumber: 
land county, Pennsylvania; Mary, wife of 
David Mohler, of the same county; Daniel, 
a merchant of Shiremanstown, Pennsyl: 
vania; Lydia, wife of Scott Smith, a miller 
of the same place; and Reuben, foreman of 
one of the departments of the gas pipe works 
at Middletown, Pennsylvania. 

Benjamin Bowman received only a lim- 
ited education in the common schools of his 
native state, and on laying aside his text 
books he‘learned the miller’s trade in Cum- 
berland county, Pennsylvania. In 1850 he 
removed to Licking county, Ohio, where he 
continued to follow that occupation until 
coming to Linn county, Iowa, in January, 
1856. After working for four years in a 
flouring mill in Marion, he purchased one 


hundred and sixty acres of land on section 


36, Marion township, known as the Brody 
farm, and turned his attention to agricul- 
tural pursuits. Prospering in this venture 
he bought the Joseph Cooper place of one 
hundred and twenty acres, and in 1870 pur- 
chased one hundred and fifteen acres on 
section 26, Marion township; the McCurdy 
place of eighty acres on section 36, in 1880, 
and later forty acres south of his present 
home, making four hundred and seventy- 
five acres of land, all in Marion township. 
He is a thorough and systematic farmer, 
whose success is due entirely to his own 
energetic and well-directed efforts. 
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On the 13th of May, 1856, Mr. Bowman 
was married in Utica, Ohio, to Miss Eliza 
Wilson, of Licking county, a daugliter of 
Abel and Mary (Forry) Wilson, the former 
a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 
the latter of Licking county, Ohio. By oc- 
cupation her father was a farmer. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowman have been born the 
following children: May, born August 
25, 1857, and died on September 28, 1858; 
Arthur Wilson, who married Dora Leonard. 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and is now engaged 
in the retail shoe business in Omaha, Ne- 
braska; James Wilbur, who married Ida 
May Gibson, and is now Serving as clerk of 
the courts of Linn county; May E., at 
home; Nettie L., wife of George Strong, 
who is engaged in farming on our subject’s 
old homestead, in Marion township; and 
Myrtle Estelia, at home. 

In connection with general farming Mr. 
Bowman has always carried on stock rais- 
ing quite extensively, and has dealt in stock 
of all kinds. In 1891 he erected his present 
elegant home at a cost of four thousand dol- 
lars, and has made many other useful and 
valuable improvements upon his place which 
add greatly to its attractive appearance. 
The Republican party has always found in 
him a stanch supporter of its principles, and 
in religious belief he is a Presbyterjan. He 
and his family are prominent in the social 
circles of their community, and have a host 
of warm friends throughout Linn county. 


1-2 


JAMES: D. HAYES. 


This gentleman is one of Cedar Rapids’ 
highly respected citizens, whose useful and 
well-spent life has not only gained for him 
the confidence of his fellow men, but has 


also secured for him a handsome competence 
which enables him to lay aside all business _ 
cares and spend his declining days in ease 
and retirement. He came to Linn county 
in the spring of 1856 and located near Palo, 
in Fayette township. He was actively iden- 
tified with her agricultural and industrial 
interests until the fall of I900, when he re- 
moved to Cedar Rapids and is now hiving 
a retired life. 

Mr. Hayes was born in Buffalo, New 
York, November 7, 1836, and is a son of 
William and Johanna (Kinney) Hayes, na- 
tives of Ireland, who came with their re- 
spective parents to this country during child- 
hcod. The father was reared and educated 
in New York, and made farming his life 
work. He removed to Wisconsin when our 
subject was nine years of age and purchased 
a tract of timber land near Sheboygan, 
which he improved and transformed into a 
good farm. Later he went to Texas, where 
he madé his home until called from this 
life when about sixty-two years of age. His 
wife died in Wisconsin. Their children 
were James D., the subject of this sketch; 
Mary and Ellen, who both cied in Wiscon- 
sin, unmarried; and William, who died in 
Texas. All were educated in the country 
schools near their home, 

James D. Hayes remained at home until 
sixteen years of age, and then began life for 
cimself as a farm hand. Later he learned 
the cabinetmaker’s trade and afterward took 
up carpentering, which he has followed at 
intervals ever since. On first coming to 
Palo in the year 1856 he worked at his trade 
for several years, there being plenty of car- 
penter work to do at that time, as the county 
was then being settled up. For a time he was 
in the employ of the county, building bridges, 
and he did general contracting, both in 
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masonry and carpenter work. He purchased 
a farm on section 20, Fayette township, ad- 
Joining the village of Palo, and for several 
years gave lus attention to agricultural pur- 
suits. He still owns four hundred and fifty 
acres of fine farming land under a high state 
of cultivation and improved with good build- 
ings erected by himself. 

In 1859 was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Hayes and Miss Lovina McVey, who 
was born in Ohio in 1838, and to them were 
born six children, namely: (1) Hattie is 
the wife of Emery McArthur, who lives near 
the home farm in Fayette township, and 
they have four children, James, Carl, Min- 
nié and William Lee. (2) Nettie is the 
wife of Stephen Mobry, also a farmer of 
Fayette township, and they have two chil- 
dren, Clifford and Della. (3) Anna is the 
wife of Lyman Carver, a farmer of the same 
township, and they have four children, Er- 
vin, Alice, Leonard and Ruth. (4): Eliza- 
beth is the wife of B. F. Childs, a laundry- 
man of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and they 
have three children, Russell, Neta and Gor- 
don. (5) James M., who lives on the old 
homestead in Fayette township, married 
Minnie Rehder, and they have four children, 
Burman, Mary, Fayette and’ Esther. (6) 
Sylvanus is at home with his parents. The 
children were all educated in the public 
schools of Palo, the village being laid out 
adjoining their father’s farm. 

For four years Mr. Hayes conducted a 
general store in Palo. On coming to Cedar 
Rapids he purchased property on F avenue, 
and erected thereon a nice home. He also 
built a business block, which is now rented 
to a druggist, and now has four dwelling 
houses and four store buildings in the city, 
all located on the west side. When he came 
to Linn county much of the country was un- 


broken prairie and swamp land, and Marion 
was its largest town. There being no bridges 
all streams had to be forded. Mr. Hayes 
has watched with interest the wonderful de- 
velopment of the county, and has ever borne 
his part in the work of upbuilding and ad- 
vancement. He has always been among the 
first to assist any charitable enterprise, and 
has never withheld his support from any ob- 
ject which he believed would prove of pub- 
lic benefit. He was one of the most popular 
men of his township, and was called upon 
tc: fill a number of local offices, serving as 
township clerk several years and supervisor, 
one term. His success in life is due entirely 
to his own well directed efforts, for with- 
out the aid of influence or wealth he started 
out to make his own way in the world, and 
to-day is one of the most substantial and 
prosperous men of his community, as well 
as one of its most highly esteemed citizens. 
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JOHN MURPHY. 


This well-known and honored resident 
of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, is a native of Ireland, 
and was a lad of fifteen years when he 
crossed the broad Atlantic with the inten- 
tion of making his home in the new world. 
He landed at New York city, and proceeded 
at once to Erie, Pennsylvania, where he re- 
sided for eight years, being engaged in team- 
ing. In 1836 he came to Iowa, arriving’ in 
Cedar Rapids on the 3d of November, but 
he remained in that city only a short time, 
and then went to Marion, where he spent a 
year. He next removed to Franklin town- 
ship, this cotmty, where he was engaged in 
general farming and stock raising for many 
years. On his retirement from active labor 
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jn 1893 he removed to Mt. Vernon, where 
he has since made his home, enjoying a well- 
earned rest. In his farming operations he 
met. with well- deserved success, and still 
gwns-a small farm near the city. Our sub- 
ject’s mother died in Ireland and his father 
caine to this country at the same time that 
he did, but remained in Germantown, near 
Philadelphia, where he-died. 

.. Mr. Murphy was married, in Cedar Rap- 
ids, to Miss Mary Coleburt, also a native 
of Ireland, and to them were born four chil- 
dren, but two died when small. Those living 
are. <\lice, wife of Thomas Glancey, a farmer 

Franklin county, losva; and Mary, wife 

6f Thomas Phillips, who is now engaged in 
farming on Mr. Murphy's place in Cedar 
township, Johnson county. 

While residing in the county Mr. Murphy 
efficiently served as school director for some 
years, and he has always taken an active 
and cominendable interest in public affairs. 
By the improvement-of his farm he has ma- 
terially advanced the welfare of the commu- 
nity. In religious faith he and his family 
are Roman Catholics. In politics he has al- 
ways supported the Democratic ticket. 


~ 
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J. RUDIS-JICINSKY, A. M., M. D., M. E. 


__ Cedar.Rapids has no more progressive 
or skillful physician and surgeon now en- 
gaged in practice there than the gentleman 
whose name introduces this sketch, and who 
is now serving as Secretary of the Roetgen 
Society of the-United States. He was: born 
in Bohemia on the 16th of May, 1860, a 
son of Hynek and Agnes Rudis. The -fa- 
ther was a well-educated man. and an artist 
by profession, decorating glass for churches. 


course. 


and German papers. 
he accepted the position of editor 


He took a very active and prominent part 
in political affairs in his native land, and 
being a leader of. his party in the district 
where he resided he was elected to the legis; 
jas of that country. In 1890 he came 
from Bohemia to the new world and located 
in Chicago, where he made his home until 
his death, which occurred in' Jauuary, 1901, 
when about sixty-eight years of age. Thus 
passed away a very good and useful man. 
His widow is still a resident of that city. 
Unto them were born ten children, of whom 
six daughters died in Bohemia. The others 
are Jolin Rudis, our subject; Hynek, who 1s 
a well-educated man and is now editor of 
the Bohemian Daily of Cleveland, Ohio; 
‘Rosa, who lives with her mother in Chi- 
cago; and Hattie, wife of A. Ruzicka. 

Dr. Rudis-Jicinsky acquired his early ed- 
ucation in the public schools of Bohemia, 
and Jater attended a gymnasium and the 
Academy of Prague, where he was grad- 
uated in 1879, having’ pursued a_ literary 
Before completing his education, 
however, he went as a newspaper Corres- 
pondent to the scene of action of the Turkish 
and Russian war, although a lad of only 
sixteen years, and remained there two years. 
He then returned home and completed his 
collegiate course. For some time he was 
identified with newspaper work in his coun- 
try, and in 1884 he came to America as COr- 
respondent for Russian, Polish, Bohemian 
In August of that year 
of the 
largest Bohemian daily in America, - pub 


‘lished at Chicago, and remained there unti! 


1891, when - he ‘went. to Milwaukee and 


started a Bohemian daily at that place, but 


the venture did not prove a success. 
On his return to Chicago Dr. Rudis 


Jicinsky entered. Rush Medical Colleg§, 
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where he was graduated in 1896, with the 
degrees of A. M. and M. D., and while there 
took up the study of the X ray diagnosis, 
to which he has since devoted considerable 
dime and attention. After leaving college 
he was engaged in the practice of medicine 
ai Crete, Nebraska, for two years, and while» 
there was a contributor to the New Y ork 
Medical Journal, the St. Louis Medical Mir: 
for and the Journal of the American Med- 
ical Association. In 1899 he came to Cedar 
Rapids, and has already built up quite a 
Jarge and lucrative practice here. ; 
The Doctor was the first man in the west 
tc: demonstrate the X ray in the different 
dmedical societies of which he is a member, 
and is the inventor of a small portable appa- 
ratus to be used in cases of emergency. He 
has made the X ray diagnosis his special 
study since it first became known. in 1895; 
has perfected many improvements on the 
same, and introduced many things to ad- 
evance-the interests of the same. He is con- 
Sidered one of the best representatives of 
this branch of the profession in the west, 
land is now serving his second year as sec- 
retary of the Roetgen Society of the United 
tates, which position brings him in contact 
rwith two hundred members of the society in 
-this country and Canada, all of whom have 
thad over three years’ experience in the line 
before being adthitted to membership. 
chi D re Rudis-Jicinsky was married,.in Chi- 
ago, in 188s, to Miss Louisa Uher, also a 
enative of Bohemia, and: to them have been 
sborn three children, namely; Irma, Sylvia 
and Georgia. ‘In pohtics the Doctor is a 
‘Republican, and ' has always adhered to its 
‘Principles since coming to this country, ad- 
tvocating its policy in his newspaper work, 
tand advancing its interests: in. every possible 
“manner, In his religious views he is a free 
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thinker, and in his social relations is a mem- 
ber and examining physician of all the Bohe- 
mian benevolent lodges in Cedar Rapids, of 
the Modern Woodmen of America’ and the 
Woodmen of the World. He is also a mem- 
ber of the International Congress for Med- 
acal Electrology and Radiology of Paris, 
France, the American Medical Association, 
the Western Surgical Gynecological Asso- 
<iation, the Tri-State Medical Association, 
and the Nebraska State Medical Society. 
Me still continues his contributions to Jead- 
ing medical joutnals in this country, and is 
alsO a correspondent for French, German 
aud Bohemian ‘medical journals. He takes 
great interest jn Bohemian gymnasium work, 
aud is a liberal donator to charitable enter- 
piises. He is.a close and. thorough student, 
# man of deep research, and his investiga- 
sions into the science of medicine and sur- 
gery, and ‘his ~ skillful application of the 
knowledge he has thereby obtained has won 
thitti a place in the’ foremost ranks of the 
medical fraternity. | 
I 
f a a ee 
6 

W. A. JONES. 


The subject of this review, who is a 
‘worthy representative of the agricultural in- 
‘ferests of Marion township, Linn county, 
-lowa, was born in Ross county, Ohio, on 
the 6th of July, 1843, a son of John H. and 
‘Mary (Carmeans) Jones, who were also na- 
tives of that state, the former born in Del- 
‘aware county, the latter in Ross county. The 
family continued to make their home in the 
Buckeye state until the fall of 1845, when 
ethey came to Linn county, Iowa, and’ took 
up their residence on section 3, Marion town- 
slip, where the father secured a tract of 
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government land. Our subject’s paternal 
grandfather, Robert Jones, also came with 
the family to this county and took up land, 
they together owning two hundred and ten 
acres. In 1857 the family returned to Ross 
county, Ohio, where our subject passed the 
following seven years, and then again came 
to Linn county, Iowa. In the fall of 1869 
he was joined by his parents, and here the 
father died in 1870. The mother has since 
made her home with her children, and she 
and her youngest son, J. E., own the old 
homestead in Marion township. In the fam- 
ily were seven children, namely: Wailliam 
Allen, of this review; Merritt, who died at 
the age of nineteen years; Susanna Jane, 
wife of William Hizer, of Johnson county, 
Missouri: Louisa, wife of B. F. Richards, 
of Marion; Addison, also a resident of that 
place; Adelaide, wife of David Gilmore, a 
farmer of Marion township; and J. E., also 
a farmer of that township. 

During his: boyhood and youth William 
A. Jones received a common-school educa= 
tion, and remained at home until he attained 
his majority, following different occupations. 
On the 25th of February, 1869, he led to 
the marriage altar Miss Matilda Hunter, of 
Cedar Rapids. Her parents were William 
and Mary Jane (Howe) Hunter, natives of 
Pickaway county, Ohio, who came to Linn 
county, Iowa, in 1841, and settled in Rapids 
township, where her father engaged in farm- 
ing for some years. She died in October, 
1882, and he departed this life in March, 
1892. 

After his marriage Mr. Jones commenced 
farming on his own account, and in 1869 
purchased fifty acres of land on section 34, 
Marion township, to which he has since 
added until he now has one hundred and 
eighty-five acres of land. Of this amount 


he has placed fifty acres under excellent cul- 
tivation, and in connection with its opera- 
tion has successfully engaged in raising 
horses, cattle and hogs. He also deals in 
wood, and in his business undertakings has. 
been quite successful, having always been 
a hard working, industrious matt, aud up- 
right and honorable in all his dealings. He 
built his present home itt 1869, and erected 
his barn in 1882. The neat and thrifty ap- 
pearance of his place plainly indicates his 
careful management, and shows that he is a 
man of good business ability and sound judg- 
meut. In his political views he is a stanch 
Democrat, and both he and his wife are 
earnest and consistent members of the Chris 
tian church. 


JAMES L. BEVER. 
‘ 

Few men are more prominent or more 
widely known in the enterprising city of 
Cedar Rapids than James L. Bever. He is 
an important factor in business and financial 
circles, and the high esteem in which he 18 
held is well deserved. He is public-spirited, 
and thoroughly interested in whatever tends 
to promote the moral, intellectual and ma- 
terial welfare of the city where almost his 
entire life has been passed. 

Mr. Bever was born in Coshocton, Ohio, 
March 4, 1838, and is a son of Sampson G 
Bever, whose sketch appears on another page 
of this volume. At the age of six years his 
parents removed to Millersburg, that state, 
where he attended a private school, and for 
2 time was a pupil of Josiah Given, then 4 
young law student, now chief justice of the 
supreme court of Iowa. When tielve years 
of age he came with the family to Cedat 
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JAMES L. BEVER. 
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Kapids, the journey being made by carriage 
to Pittsburg, where they embarked on a 
side-wheel steamer, known as the Asia, and 
came down the Ohio and up the Mississippi 
rivers to Muscatine, Iowa. The remainder 
of the journey was made by carriage. The 
family arrived in Cedar Rapids on the 4th of 
April, 1852, in a blinding snow storm, The 
town at that time had a population of about 
three hundred, and a Jarge camp of Indians 
On the west bank of the river. The country 
between Cedar Rapids and Muscatine was 
very sparsely settled. Mr. Bever often ac- 
companied his father on trips in search of 
government lands, and on one of these trips 
they drove sixty miles over the prairie with- 
out seeing a single person, their destination 
being what is now Grundy county. On 
these trips they were-guided by a pocket com- 
pass, and would estimate the number of 
miles traveled by revolution of the wagon 
wheels, a red cloth being tied on one of the 
spokes for this purpose. 

On coming to Cedar Rapids, Mr. Bever 
continued his education under the direction 
of Rev. Williston Jones, who established a 
private school for boys, which has since de- 
veloped into the prosperous institution 
known as Coe College, Later he returned 
to Ohio and entered Kenyon College, where 
he was a student for two years. On his 
return to Cedar Rapids, he became connected 
with the banking house of Green, Merritt 
& Company, as clerk, and subsequently was 
appointed cashier. In 1859 he and his fa- 
ther established a private bank under the 
name of S. C. Bever & Son, which in 1864 
Was re-organized as the City National Bank 
of Cedar Rapids, with S. C. Bever as presi- 
dent, and James L. Bever as cashier. On 
the death S. his father in 1892, Mr. Bever 
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succeeded to the presidency. In 1898 the 
bank. re-organized as the Citizens National 
Bank. 

He was interested in and was one of the 
incorporators of the Cedar Rapids Water 


‘Company, of which he was vice-president 


for a number of years; he was-also vice- 
President of the Electric Light & Power 
Company. He was one of the incorporators 
and <irectors of the Cedar Rapids Savings 
Bank, but sold his interest in these enter- 
prises as there was too much responsibility 
resting upon him. At present he is a di- 
rector of the American Trust & Savings 
Bank, president of the Citizens National 
Bank, and president of The Bever Land 
Company, and the success of these several 
financial concerns attest his eminent and pro- 
nounced ability as a financier. In the count- 
ing room he is resolute, possessing a firm- 
ness and decision of character, and the safe 
conservative policy he has inaugurated com- 
mends.itself to the judgment of all. 

Mr. Bever married Miss Lavinia Rath- 
bone Silliman, of Rochester, New York. 
Four children have been born to then— 
Mary, wife of Ernest H. Norris, president 
of the Norris & Loring Hardware Company, 
of Cedar Rapids; Louis Rathbone, who is 
engaged in mining in the Black Hills, South 
Dakota; James Lorenzo, Jr., teller in the 
Citizens National Bank; and Pauline, aged 
eleven. 

Fraternally Mr. Bever is a thirty-second- 
degree Nason, and for twenty vears has 
been treasurer of Apollo Commandery, and 
was also treasurer of the Mystic Shrine yntit 
1900. In his political affiliations, he is a 
Republican, but has never cared for political 
honors. He is a prominent member of 
Grace Episcopal church, where he succeeded 
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his father as senior warden. He is treas- 


urer and one of the trustees of the Iowa 


Episcopate fund. 

A genial polished gentleman of unswerv- 
ing honesty and fidelity, Mr. Bever com- 
mands the highest respect and admiration 
of all who know him, both in business and 
social circles. 


ROBERT SMITH. 


Among the pleasantest rural homes of 
Franklin township is that of Robert Smith 
on section 4, the culture and artistic taste 
of its occupants being reflected in its ap- 
pointments, while a gracious hospitality adds 
a charm to its material comforts. Our sub- 
ject, who is one of the most successiul farm- 
ers and stock raisers of his community, was 
born in Marion county, Ohio, May 31, 1831, 
a son of David and Elizabeth (Hurd) Smith, 
natives of West Virginia and Maryland, re- 
spectively. Our subject's paternal grand- 
father was born in West Virginia and served 
ac a soldier in the Revolutionary war under 
General Washington, while the father of 
our subject took part in the war of 1812 
as a member of the infantry commanded hy 
General William Henry Harrison. The lat- 
ter was married, in Marion county, Ohio, 
where he continued to live until Robert was 
two years old, and then removed to La 
Grange county, Indiana, where he followed 
farming throughout the remainder of his 
life. He died in the fall of 1850, and the 
death of his wife occurred in the same house 
it) the summer of 1865, and they were laid 
to rest side by side in a cemetery at Lima, 
Tudiana. 

Robert Smith was reared in much the 


usual manner of farmer boys of his days, ~ 
though he was probably given better educa-— 


tional advantages, attending first the district 
schools of Indiana, and later the Ingh school 
at Sturgis, Michigan. He was nineteen 
years of age when his father died and he 
then took charge of the farm, remaining on 
the old homestead until the fall of 1854, 
when he came to Jowa in a covered wagon, 
commonly called a prairie schooner, and 
traveled over forty counties in this state. 
In company with his brother he purchased 
one hundred and sixty-four acres of land in 
Will county, Iowa, which property 1s now 
owned by his brother’s widow, and he spent 
one sumner at that place. He then returned 
te Indiana, and later went to Floyd county, 
Iowa, where in partnership with his brother 
he bought four hundred and eighty acres of 
land, but has since disposed of the same. 
Mr. Smith remained a resident of Indiana, 
however, until the fall of 1858, when he 
came to Linn county, Iowa, and purchased 
two hundred acres of land on sections 25, 
35 and 36, Linn township, which he still 
owns. He also has forty acres of timber 
land in that township, and one hundred and 
nineteen acres on section 9, Franklin towt 
ship, which is just outside the corporate 
I:mits of Mt. Vernon and only a half mile 
irom the center of the town. He removed 
te Franklin township in 1863, and in 1899 
he huilt upon his place an elegant residence, 
which is supplied with all modern improve 
ments, and furnished in a most approved 
manner. Mr. Smith has engaged in buying, 
feeding and selling stock, but 1s now prac 
tically living ‘retired, while his son, James 
R:, manages the farm. 

At Lima, Indiana, August 7, 1855. Mr. 
Smith was united in marriage with Miss 
Maria L. Hamilton, who was born in that 
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place September 16, 1832, her parents beng 
Robert and Alice (Caldwell) Hamilton, 
who were born, reared and married in coun- 
ty Donegal, Ireland. The Caldwells were of 
Scotch-Irish descent, and her niaternal 
grandfather was a clergyman of the Church 
of England. On their emigration to Amer- 
ica in 1825 Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton located 
in) Pennsylvania, but later removed to Lima, 
La Grange county, Indiana, where the for- 
mer died in the spring of 1855. His wife 
made her home with our subj ect in Iowa for 
twelve years, but in July, 1873, went to New 
York state to visit her son, and while there 
was taken ill and died. She was buried at 
Lima, Indiana. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born five 
children: Alice C. is the wife of S. H. 
Harmon, a retired farmer of San Diego, 
California; Mary E. is a teacher of languages 
at Cornell College, Mt. Vernon; Helen M. 
is the wife of L. E. Imlay, chief engineer 
in the electric light plant of the Westing- 
house Manufacturing Company at N lagara 
Falls, New York William H. died in 1894; 
and James R. Mrs. Smith died in 1884. 

Mr. Smith has always taken a deep and 
connnendable interest in educational affairs, 
and has most efficiently served as school di- 
rector in Franklin township for twenty-one 
years, and in Linn township for three years. 
He was also county supervisor for three 
years, and filled the office of road super- 
visor for a numtber of years. Being a strong 
temperance man, he is an ardent advocate 
and supporter of the Prohibition party, and 
he is a member of the Methoiist church, of 
which he has been a trustee and steward 
for a number of years. His life has been 
an upright, honorable and useful one, in 
which he has gained the confidence and re- 


spect of his fellow citizens in a marked de- 
gree, and he is held in ‘high regard by all 
who know him. 





N. B. SHERK. 


Franklin township has no more high); 
respected or honored citizen than the gentle- 
man whose naine introduces this sketch. He 
was born in Cumberland county, Pennsyl- 
vania, May 18, 1841, but: was very young 
when he removed with his parents, Casper 
and Elizabeth (Basehore) Sherk, to Dauphin 
county, that state, and later to Lebanon 
county, and was only four years old when 
his father died in the latter county, in Feb- 
ruary, 1845. He had seven children, name- 
ly: Eliza, who died in infancy; Mary M., 
who died at the age of three years; Abra- 
ham, a resident of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
who first married Anna Light, second Sally 
Heisy, and third Maggie Frontz; Malinda, 
wife of Adam Runkle, of Lisbon, Iowa po 
B., our subject; and Catherine, wife of 
samuel Hawk, of Franklin township, this 
county. After the death of the father the 
family remained in Dauphin county for some 
years, and our subject attended its public 
schools, but when the mother became the 
wife of Rev. A. Steigawalt the children be- 
came scattered. 

Our subject then went to Mechanicsville, 
Pennsylvania, where he worked for a cousin 
of his father until fifteen years of age, and 
the following five years were passed at Mt. 
Nebo, that state. He next made his home 
in the city of Lebanon until the spring of 
1863, when he came to Lisbon, Iowa, where 
he worked at his trade of blacksmithing and 
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attended school for a time. In the fall. of | 


‘that year, however, Mr. Sherk enlisted in 
Company K, Eighth lowa Cavalry, and 
after being mustered in at Davenport went 
to Louisville, Kentucky, and from there to 
Nashville, Tennessee. The regiment went 
‘nto winter quarters at Waverly, and did 
scout and guard duty until spring, when 
they returned to Nashville and later went 
to Cleveland, Tennessee. As a part of Wil- 
son’s.cavalry they took part in all the raids 
and skirmishes in which that command took 
part. The second winter was spent at 
Waterloo, Alabama. Under command of 
Generals Croxton and MeCook they trav- 
ersed that state and later went to Macon, 
Georgia, where they remained until honor- 
ably discharged from the service in the fall 
of 1865, being mustered out at Clinton, 
.lowa. 

Mr. Sherk returned to Lisbon, but in 
1866 he went back to Lebanon, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he married Miss Lydia Behny, 
who was born at that place November 29, 
1840, and is of German descent. Her par- 


ents, George and Mary (Walter) Behny, ” 
were also natives of that state, and there 


the father died in 1870, but the mother 1S 
still living and makes her home in Mt. Nebo, 
Pennsylvania. In their family: were SiX 
children, namely: Matilda, deceased wife 
of Samuel Wengert, of Lebanon county, 
Pennsylvania ; George, who married Amanda 
Mease and lives at Mt. Nebo; Lydia, wife of 
our subject; Henry, who married Savilla 
Peiper and resides tn Steelton, Pennsylvania ; 
Lizzie, wife of Thomas Fisher, of Schuyl- 
kill county, Pennsylvania; and Mary, wife 
of Ephraim Gingerich, of Lebanon-county, 
‘Pennsylvania. 

Unto Mr. and’ Mrs. Sherk were also born 
six children: (1) Herman, born April 17, 
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1868, is engaged in farning at Spirit Lake, 
Iowa. He’ imarried Lizzie Koch and they 


have five children, Ruth, Hope, Dorothy, ~ 
Gladys and Cecil. (2) Mary E., born No- | 










vember 10, 1871 is the wife of Rev. Samuel — } 


Streyffeler, of: Alburnett, Linn county, ani 


they have four children, Carrie, Earl, Hars 
land and Florence. 
January 19, 1873, died November 21, 1894. 
neated at Cornell College and has become — 
very proficient in music, which art she now 
teaches. She resides at home with her par- 
ents. (5) Ella R., born March 7, 1878, and — 
(6) Cora L., born March 2, 1880, are also 
at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Sherk went fo 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where he followed 
coach making for five years, and then entered 
Dickinson College, where he spent two yeats 
preparing for the ministry. He then became 
connected with the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Evangelical churel, and 
took charge of the churches in th2 Jerse 
Shore circuit, where he remained one yeal. 
In the fall of 1875 he returned to Lebanon, 
and was there until the following spring. 
He was then assigned the church at Mt 
Carmel, Pennsylvania, and remained there 


ono 


until the spring! of 1877, when he again 


caine to Lisbon, Iowa, and was assigned 1 
the Buffalo circuit for one year. He thed 

purchased a farm of eighty acres on section 

16, Franklin township, and since his retire 

ment from the ministry has devoted) his a ; 
tention to agricultural pursuits. He hai 
made many improvements upon his farm and 

has added to it until he now has ove Hue 
dred and nineteen acres under a high stat 

of cultivation. He makes a specialty al 

stock raising, and feeds all his grain to his 

stock. 


(3) Anna M., born — 


‘ 


( 


(4) Carrie Ps born June 16, 1876, was ed- 1 


” 
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Fraternally Mr. Sherk is an -honored 
member of \V. C. Dimmick Post, G. A. R., 
of Mt. Vernon, and religiously fs a member 
of the Evangelical church, of which he is 
one of the trustees and stewards. - He still 
takes quite an active and influential part in 
church work, and ‘his upright, honorable life 
commands the esteem of all who know him. 
~ In’ politics he is a Republican with: prohibi- 
tion tendencies, and he has filled the office 
of school director for a number of years. 


———?-+-—_____ 
LOUIS J. ZIKA. 


This well-known contractor and builder 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was born in Bo- 
hentia September 17, 1860, and was only 
four years old when brought to this country 


by his parents, Jacob and Anna (Petrovit- 


sky) Zitka, who were also natives of Bo- 
hemia, where the father followed the mill- 
Wright’s: trade until his emigration to the 
newwworld. Locating in Chicago, he worked 
as a Carpenter in that city until 1869, when 
he came to Cedar Rapids. Here he engaged 
in cOntracting and building on a smal! scale 
for several years, but is now living a re- 
tired life. THe is a well preserved man for 
one of his years, and is held in the highest 
Fespect. His‘ wife died in Cedar Rapids tn 
1882. To them were born five children, 
namely: -Carrie, wife of M. Stolar, a farmer 
of College tow nship, this county; Loutis 1p 
the only son; Rose, who lives with her fa- 
ther in Cedar Rapids; Mary, a graduate of 
the public schools of this city, and now prin- 
cipal of the Madison school; and Anna, 
Principal of the Taylor school. ! 
The public schools of Cedar Rapids. af- 
iorded our subject his -educational ad- 


vantages. At the age of fourteen years he, 


commenced learning- the carpenter’s trade 
under his father’s direction and worked with 
him three years. For the following ten 
years he was in the employ of L. Wallace & 
Son, and during that time became thoroughly 
familiar with every branch of the business. 
During the last six years he spent with that 
firm he served as foreman, and Was given 
entire supervision of every department of 
their work. In 1886 Mr. Zika formed a 
partnership with F. J. Brown, and for nine 
years they engaged in contracting and build- 
mg under the firm style of Brown & Zika, 
but since then he has been alone in busj— 
ness. He does general contracting and has 
been quite successful, although he started. 
out with no capital save that which he saved 
from his wages. He took his first contract 
in June, 1886. He purchased lots on Six- 
teenth avenue and erected thereon two resi- 
dences, and lias also built two houses on 
First street for himself. 

In September, -1886, Mr. Zika Was mar-, 


ried, in Davenport, to Miss Julia Lewis, who 


was born in McGregor, Iowa, in 1868, but 
Was then living in Davenport where she 
had attended business college for eight 
months. taking a full course. He brought 
his bride to Cedar Rapids, where they have 
since made their home. They had five chil- 


dren, but Raymond, the only son and second 


in order of birth, died in 1895. The daugh- 
ters are Addie, Mabel, Pearl and Esther. 
The two oldest are now in school. Mrs. 
Zika’s parents were Henry T. and Sarah A. 
(Johnson) > Lewis, natives of New York, 
who came to Iowa in 1859, and first settled 
near Indepenclence, but later removed to Mc- 
Gregor. The father, who was a farmer by 
occupation, entered the service of his coun- 
try when the Civil war broke ont as a mem- 
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ber of Company G, Twenty-first lowa In- 
fantry, and while in the army contracted 
disease, from which he died at his home in 
McGregor in 1868. Mrs. Lewis was living 
with, our subject in Cedar Rapids at the 
time of her death in 1892. In the family 
were four children: Helen, wife of M. 
Templeton, of Ames, Iowa; Charles and Ed- 
ward, both residents of Davenport, and 
Julia, wife of our subject. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Zika 
has always afhliated with the Republican 
party, and has been a delegate to city and 
county conventions. Although never an of- 
fice secker, he has always been devoted to 
the interests of his party, and in 1893 was 
elected to the city council from the sixth 
ward. He was a member of the finance and 
park committees, and served his people faith- 
fully and well for two years. Since 1898 
he has been a member of the school board. 


He gives to the Support of church and 


charitable work. and is an honored member 
of Crescent Lodge, No. 25, F. & A. M., and 
Jolin Huss Lodge, No. 51, I. O. O. F. 





—_—_— 


M. L. INK. 


The subject of this sketch, who 1s one of 
the most enterprising and energetic agricult- 
urists of Franklin township, owns and oper- 
ates a beautiful farm on section 3. He was 
born in New York, November 5, 1825, a son 
of Peter and Rhoda (Weatherby) Ink, both 
natives of New Jersey, as were also his pa- 
ternal grandparents, John and Anna ( Ben- 
nett) Ink. His great-grandfather, however, 
was of German birth. The grandmother, 
who lived to the advanced age of eighty- 
seven years. was a resident of New Jersey 
during the Revolutionary war and was one 


of the women who were forced to hide in 
the swamps from the British soldiers then 


encamped at Trenton. Her brother fought — 
under Washington for the freedom of the 





_ | 
- a 


colonies. The parents of our subject were i 


married.in Tompkins county, New York, and 


} 


later removed to Knox county, Ohio, where ~ 


they made their home throughout the re 
mainder of their lives. The mother died m ; 
1835, the father in 1872, and both were 
buried at Salem, Knox county. They had 
a family of nine children, namely : Abra- 
ham, who wedded Mary Ann Weider, now 
deceased, and resides in Monroe, Iowa; M. 
L., our subject; Hannah, who married Jaines 
Ball and both died in Knox county, Ohio; 
Mary, widow of James Amerson, of Morrow 
county, Ohio; Delia, wife of William Hultz, 
of Morrow county, Ohio; Henrietta, who 
died of consumption at the age of thirty 
five years; Diana, who married Schuyler 
Ball and both died in Knox county, Ohio; 
Henry, who married Jane Chandler and he 
died in Knox county; and Raymond, who 
died of consumption at the age of twenty — 
four. : 
M. L. Ink began his education in a stone 
school! house in Tompkins county, New 
York. It was a subscription school, atl 
the books used were English—the Cobb's 
speller, and Delball’s arithmetic . with its 
pounds, shillings and pence. At the age 0! 
ten years he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Knox county, Ohio, where It 
continued his studies in the district schools: 
until about twenty. He began his busine 
career as a clerk for the firm of Hooker © 
Johnson, at Fredericktown, Ohio, and 1 
mained with them one year. The firm af 
preciating his ability as a horseman. he wa, 
sent to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a rove 
of horses, and while disposing of them ht 
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received word from Mr. Hooker that the 
firm had dissolved partnership and for him 
to take the money from the sale of the 
horses and buy a stock of dry goods at 
Priladelphia under the firm name of Hooker 


& Ink, he being given a half interest in the | 


business, which was a very pleasant surprise 
to him. For eight years he remained in 
husiness at Fredericktown, Ohio, but in 
1854 he sold his interest and came to Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, where he was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits for some years. 

Before leaving Ohio, Mr. Ink was mar- 
tel at New Haven, Huron county, in Sep- 
tember, 1853, to Miss Lucretia Johnston, 
who was born in New Haven, Huron county, 
that state, December 11, 1829. Her father, 
John W. Johnston, was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, June 6, 1802, while his father was 
a native of Belfast, Ireland, who on coming 
to the new world settled near Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. The Jatter’s brother, Hirshal 
Johnston, was a soldier of the Revohition- 
ary war. In New Haven, Qhio, April rhe 5 
1829, John W. Johnston married Temper- 
ance Andrews, who was born in Southine- 
ton, Connecticut, Mareh 29, 1801, where her 
ancestors located on their emigration from 
England to America. Her father, Samuel 
Andrews, was also one of the men who took 
up arms against the mother country during 
the Revolutionary war. Mr. Johnston died 
11 Ohio, May 1, 1835, and his wife 
Passed away at Lima, that state, December 
I, 1890. They had three children - Eliza- 
beth M., born February 4, 1829, was mar- 
ried, September 16, 1847, to A. G. Stewart, 
now a resident of Rockford, Ohio, and she 
died December 3, 1891; Lucretia A., wife 
of our subject. is the second of the family; 
and John W., horn December 21, 1834, died 
January 25, 1846. 


2 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ink also had three chil- 
dren, namely: (1) Albert Worth, born 
August 30, 1854, resides on a farm ad join- 
ing that of his father. He was married, 
October 14, 1880, to Alice R. Platner, who 
was born in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, January 12, 
1859, and died April 13, 1900. Unto them 
were born three sons: Florin Lewis, Will- 
iam Henry and Dwight Platner. (2) Clay- 
ton M., born March 29, 1860, is now living 
in Dakota. He was married, February 15, 
1897, to Maud Hahn, and they have one 
child, Morris L. (3) Raymond P., born 
August 21, 1872, is a graduate of Cornell 
College, Mt. Vernon, and now assists his 
father in the management of the home farm. 

When Mr. Ink came to Mt. Vernon it 
Was a mere village containing only eight or 
ten houses, and he and his wife began house- 
keeping in one room of a log house on the 
main street, it being located where the M. K. 
Neff residence now stands. Later he built 
“ store room and residence on the present 
site of the building of the Hawkeye Publish- 
ing Company, and he remained in the mer- 
cantile business at that place until 1864, when 
he traded his property in the village for a 
farm of eighty acres in Linn township, and 
has since engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He has added to his landed possessions from 
time to time until he now has four hundred 
acres Of valuable land, for. which he has 
paid from twenty to seventy dollars per acre. 
He has placed the entire amount under a hij gh 
state of cultivation and has made many ex- 
cellent improvements upon the place. He 
has one of the best barns in Linn county, 
it being erected at a cost of nearly four thou- 
sand dollars, while his elegant brick resi- 
dence cost two or three times. that ainount. 
He has every reason to he proud of his beau- 
tiful home surrounded by a fine grove of 
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forest trees and well tilled fields which in- 
dicate the industrious and progressive spirit 
of the owner. Mr. Ink makes a specialty of 
the breeding of Shorthorn cattle, and also 
raises a high grade of horses and hogs, feed- 
ing all his grain to his stock. as he has found 
stock raising the miost profitable branch ot 
farming. 

In early life Mr. Ink filled the office of 
deputy sheriff, receiving the appointment 
owing to the following circumsiances: His 
father hada horse stolen. an | ou- subject. 
then sixteen years of age, got astride of 
another horse and started in pursuit. It was 
cold and rainy and the mud wag up to. the 
horse’s knees, but he followed the trail of the 
thief night and day without rest for sixty 
miles until he overtook him at New Haven, 
Huron county, Ohio, on the night of March 
2,1842. The robber was in bed and heavily 
armed when Mr. Ink broke into the room 
and captured him. In the meantime neigh- 
horing farmers heard of the pursuit and 
rushed to his assistance. The thief was 
finally landed in jail. Our subject received 
the praise of the entire community, and on 
his return home was made deputy sheriff. 
It is needless to say that there was no more 
horse stealing in that community while he 
was in Office, and it was Said that the des- 
peradoes were all afraid of “Ink, the human 
blood hound.” No man in the county was 
more honored and respected than he when 
he came west. In all the relations of life he 
has made for himself an honorable record by 
his upright, straightforward course, and his 
word is considered as good as his bond. 
Charitable and benevolent, he is always will- 
ing to lend a helping land to those in need 
or distress, and he well merits the high re- 
gard in which he is held by his fellow citi- 


zens. He is one of the oldest Masons of the 


state, and 1s the oldest member of Mt. Ver- 
non Lodge, No. 112, A. F. & A. M., in 
which he has filled all the offices. 


GEORGE W. BEVER. 


Among the representative business men 

of Cedar Rapids is George W. Bever, who 
is a true type of Western progress and en- 
terprise. Since attaining to man’s estate, 
he has been prominently identified with the 
banking interests of the city, and as a public: 
spirited citizen he has given liberal support 
fo all enterprises which he believed would 
prove of public benefit. 
Mr. Bever was born in Coshocton, Ohio, 
in 1842, and was a lad of ten years when 
he came to Iowa with the family. He at 
tended school in Cedar Rapids, and later he 
attended Kenyon College in Ohio, where his 
education was completed. 

During the war of’ the Rebellion, he 
served as second lieutenant in Company &; 
Forty-Sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and 
is now a mémber of the Iowa Loyal Legion 

On the termination of the war, Mr 
Bever became actively connected with the 
City National Bank of Cedar Rapids, of 
which his father, S. C. Bever, was president; 
his brother James L. cashier, and another 
brather, John B., assistant cashier. Mr 
Bever was afterward elected vice-president 
and filled that position for twenty yeals 
He is now president of the American Trust 
& Savings Bank, and a director of the Citr 
zens National Bank. He has also been cor 
nected with a number of different busines 
enterprises which have materially advanced 
the welfare of the city, and was actively 
identified with the building of the Auditor 
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ium and the Masonic Temple of Cedar 
Rapids. 

Mr. Bever married Miss Ada E. Taylor, 
of Marysville, Ohio, and their home is con- 
spicuous in the social life of Cedar Rapids. 
They are members of the Episcopal church, 
and in politics Mr. Bever is a Republican. 
He is a thirty-third-degree Mason, and has 
always taken an active interest in the work 
of that order. ‘He’ is past commander of 
Apollo Commandery, ‘and past potentate of 
FE] Kahir Temple of the Mystic Shrine, 
both of Cedar Rapids, and past grand com- 
mander of the Knights Templar of Iowa. 
He is also a prominent member of the Be- 
nevolent Protective Order of Elks. 

Upon the declaration of war with Spain. 
he raised a company of Light Artillery, of 
which he was commissioned captain, anc 
which was mustered into the United States 
service as the Fifth Iowa Battery, but the 
war being of short duration, the battery was 
mustered out without being in active service. 

His loyalty as a citizen and his devotion 
to his country’s interests have been among 
his marked characteristics, while all worthy 
objects for the good of the community in 
which he lives have received his heart sup- 
port. He is honored and esteemed by all 
who have the pleasure of his acquaintance, 
Or who have met him in a social or business 
wavy. 


JOHN ENGSTROM. 

Linn county has many wide-awake and 
energetic business men whose early home 
was on the other side of the Atlantic, and 
prominent among thein is John Engstrom, 
a merchant tailor of Marion. whose place 
of business is over the postofice. He was 





torn in Sweden April 14, 1853, and is the 
only one of his family to come to America. 
His parents were John and Anna Engstrom, 
the former of whom died in 1874, aged six- 
ty-one years, the latter_in 1894. aged sev- 
enty-seven. Both were earnest and con- 
sistent members of the Swedish Lutheran 
church. They had six sons, five of whom 
are still living in Sweden. 

Mr. Engstrom, of this sketch, received 
a common school education in the lard of his 
birth, and there learned the tailors trade, 
which he followed as a journeyman-for a 
time and later conducted a shop of his own. 
In 1883 he emigrated to the United States 
and first located in Chicago, where he worked 
one year. The following year was spent in 
Lacon, Hlinois, and for over a year he lived 
at Storm Lake, Iowa. On the 21st of Jan- 
uary, 1887, he came to Marion and has since 
engaged in business at this place as a mer- 
chant tailor. He keeps samples of all kinds 
and varieties of cloth from which his cus- 
tomers can select their suits, and his work 
always gives a high degree of satisfaction. 
He is therefore doing a thriving business 
and enjoys the largest trade of any estab- 
lishment of the kind in the city. 

At Storm Lake, Iowa, April 22, 1886, 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Eng- 
strom and Miss Christina Magnuson, also 
a native of Sweden and a daughter of Mag- 
nus Ingeborge, who spent his entire life in 
that country. By this union have been born 
six children, namely: George, Anna, Gust, 
Norma, and Ruth and Rudolph, twins. All 
are now attending the public schools of Ma- 
rion. Mr. and Mrs. Engstrom are both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and he also belongs to the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen 
of America, and the Masonic fraternity. In 
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politics he is a supporter of the Republican 
party and its principles. He is an upright, 
reliable man and is held in high esteem by 
his fellow citizens. 


——$——«<-- 
DAVID McCLENAHAN, M. D. 


Among Cedar Rapids’ honored and 
highly esteemed citizens is numbered the 
subject of this sketch, who was for many 
years one of the leading physicians of the 
city, but is now practically living a retired 
life, enjoying a rest which he has truly 
earned. He came here in 1866 from Guern- 
sey county, Ohio, and at one became prom- 
inently identified with the interests of the 
city. 

The Doctor is a native of Ohio, born in 
New Athens, Harrison county, January ‘, 
1821, and is a son of John and Mary (Urey) 
McClenahan, who were born in Ireland of 
Scotch-Irish parentage. Throughout life 
the father followed the occupation of farm- 
ing and died in Fairview, Ohio, at the age 
of seventy-four years. The mother was 
seventy-eight years of age at the time of 
her death. In their family were eleven chil- 
dren, one of whom died in early childhood, 
and all are now deceased with exception of 
our subject. His brother Robert died in 
De Witt, Iowa, in 1900, ageJ ninety-one 
years. 

During his boyhood Dr. McClenahan 
pursued his studies in the log schoolhouses 
then common in Ohio, but ‘his early educa- 
tional advantages were rather limited. He 
remained on the home farm, assisting in its 
work until twenty years of age, when he 
entered Antrim College. Later he too a 
preparatory course at New Concord, Ohio, 
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and then studied medicine with Dr. James 
Campbell, of Middletown, Ohio, for three 


years. He subsequently took a course of 


lecturers at the Starling Medical College ot 
Columbus, Ohio, but during the rush to the 
gold fields of California in 1849 he made 
a trip overland with an ox-team, being en- 
route from May till September, 1849, and 
spent about a year in the mines. On his re- 
turn to Ohio he completed his medical course 
and was graduated in the spring of 1853 
with the degree of M. D. from Starling. 
He was then engaged in practice at Fair- 
view, Ohio, until coming to Cedar Rapids in 
1866. 

Dr. McClenahan was married, in Fair- 
view, Ohio, in 1855, to Miss Parmelia 
Grier, who died in Cedar Rapids July 20, 
1894. They became the parents of four 
children: Mary, Thomas, Martha and Rob- 
Mary died in June, 1900, at the age of forty- 
one. William married Ella Cooper, and 
they have one child, Margaret; and Robert 
married Edith Shakaker, and they have four 
childrerr; Mary, Thomas, Martha and Rob- 
ert. Botl are of Cedar 
Rapids. 

The Doctor first came to Iowa in: 1854 
and entered land in Benton county, but did 
not locate here until his removal to Cedar 
Rapids in 1866. This city was then a small 
town of about five thousand inhabitants. 
Finding that there were good schools for his 
children to attend, he decided to make this 


business men 


his permanent home, and purchased prop” 


erty here. He was not long in building up 
a large and lucrative practice, which m early 


days extended to many surrounding towns — 


apd other counties, and he continued to Sue 
cessfully engage in general practice until 
1898, since which time he has lived retired, 
though he still visits some of lus old patients 
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who will have no other plysician. For 
many years he was a member of Linn County 
Medical Society. He is one of the early 
stockholders in the Water Company. 

In early life Dr. McClenahan was a Whig 
in politics and cast his first presidential vote 
for Henry Clay, and since the dissolution of 
that party has been an ardent Republican. 
He is an active and faithful member of the 
United Presbyterian church, and has always 
been a liberal contributor to the charitable 
institutions of the city. In manner he is 
quiet and unassuming, yet very popular, 
makes friends wherever he goes, and is held 
in high regard by old and young, rich and 


poor. 
—_———_#+-+@_______ 


VERY REV. THOMAS F. GUNN. 


Father Gunn, pastor of the Immaculate 
Conception church of Cedar Rapids, has for 
over twenty years ministered faithfully to 
the spiritual needs of his people here and 
has given powerful and: effective aid to all 
influences which work for the advancement 
of the community. Revered and beloved 
by his own congregation, he has also won the 
honor and esteem of all others who have seen 
his devotion to his noble calling. 

A native of Ireland, he was born in Ros- 
common county, December 3, 1840, and is 
a son of Thomas and Catherine (Murray) 
Gunn, who spent their entire lives in that 
country. The father,-who was a farmer by 
occupation, died at the age of seventy-three 
years, and the mother only survived him 
three months, dying at the age of sixty-eight. 
Of their eleven children our subject is the 
fifth in order of birth. Fight are still liv- 
ing, and one brother, Francis Joseph, is now 
pastor of the Inimaculate Conception church 
at Elma, Iowa. 





While a boy in his native land Father 
Gunn attended the public schools of Ros- 
common, and also the classical academy at 
Longford, completing his classical course at 
Alphin, Roscommon county. In 1861 he 
came to America and located at Galena, 
Illinois, where a first cousin, John McGann, 
was serving as priest, remaining with him 
until the latter’s death, two months later. 
He then came to Iowa, and by- order of 
Bishop Smith was sent to St. Michael’s Col- 
lege, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he 
spent one year. He next took up the study 
of theology at St. Francis Seminary, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, where he remained three 
years and a half. 

On the 15th of February, 1867,. Father 
Gunn was ordained a priest by Archbishop 
Haney, now deceased, and was first stationed 
at Cedar Falls, Iowa, where he spent three 
years. He was then called to Dubuque to 
take charge of the Cathedral in the absence 
of the bishop, who was attending the 
Vatican council in Rome, and on his return 
Father Gunn was retained at Dubuque to 
build the cathedral, which he accomplished; 
expending about forty thousand dollars. At 
the end of three years he was appointed 
pastor of St. Paul’s church at Burlington, 
where the following seven years were passed 
and where he built the Academy of Lourdes, 
and in October, 1880, he came to Cedar 
Rapids as pastor of the Church of the Im- 
maculate Conception, with which he is still 
connected. During his residence here he has 
expended about fifty-six thousand dollars in 
improving the church, and has established 
a school, a co-educational institution, which 
is conducted by the Sisters of Mercy, and is 
now in a flourishing condition. He has also 
erected a fine parsonage, and has put a new 
organ in the church, costing thirty-five hun- 
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dred dollars. He also built the priest's 
louse and also the sister’s house, and in fact 
all the improvements of the parish. These 
evidences of material progress, however, 
give no indication of the great work he has 
doné in molding and shaping to higher 1s- 
sues the lives of those to whom he gives his 
best thought. 

Father Gunn is now senior dean of the 
arch diocese of Dubuque, and has about ten 
Churches in his district, to which he gives 
his active supervision in case of need. He 
is recognized as one of the ablest men in 
the Catholic church in Iowa. Personally he 
is very popular, not alone in Is own church 
but with the people of all denominations, and 
‘s a man of fine personal appearance and a 
ready and eloquent speaker. 


+ 


JOSEPH POSPISHIL. 


It is said that biography yields to no 
Other subject in point of interest and profit, 
and it is especially interesting to note the 
progress that has been made along various 
lines of business by those of foreiga birth 
who have sought homes in America—the 
readiness with which they adapt themselves 
to the different methods and customs of 
America, recognize the advantages offered 
and utilize the opportunities that the new 
world affords. Cedar Rapids has a number 
of prominent and successful business men 
whose early home was in Bohemia, and to 
this class belongs Joseph Pospishil, who after 
vears of active Jabor 1s now living retired 
at No. 312 South First street west, where 
he has a most comfortable home. 

Mr. Pospishil was born in the city of 
Policka, Bohemia, April 17, 1832, and was 


there reared and educated in his native 
tongue, his knowledge of the English lan- 
guage having all been acquired since com- 
ing to this country. It was in 1856 that he 
crossed the broad Atlantic on a sailing ves- 
se] from Hamburg, Germany, being six 
weexs atid three days upon the water, dur- 
ing which time the vessel encountered some 
severe storms. He landed in New York in 
the fail of that year and came direct to 
Linn county, Iowa. He purchased a tract 
of wild land in Putnam township, consisting 
of eighty acres, and later added to it another 
tract of similar size, making a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres, which he placed 
under excellent cultivation and improved 
with good buildings. 

Renting his farm in 1871, Mr. Pospishil 
removed to Cedar Rapids, where he erected 
a business house and put in a stock of gro- 
ceries, carrying on business here as a mer 
chant until 1888, since which time he has 
practically lived a retired life. In the mean- 
time he became interested in real estate, buy- 
ing lots and building six residences, and in 
this way he has materially added to the 
growth and prosperity of the city. Besides 
his property he also owns five business 
houses, and is to-day numbered among the 
prosperous and substantial citizens of Cedar 
Rapids, though on coming to this county 
he had hut little capital, his success being 
due to his untiring labor, perseverance and 
good management. 

Mr. Pospishil was married, in Linn coun 
ty, in February, 1862, to Miss Margaret 
Zeninshek, also a native of Bohemia, whe 
was fifteen years of age when she came 
America. They have become the parents of 
seven children, namely: Joseph L., a resi- 
dent of Cedar Rapids, is married and has 
one daughter, Lenore. Anna is the wife of 
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J. J. Fackler, of Cedar Rapids, and they 
have one son, Clarence. Benjamm R. is 
married and engaged in business in Chicago. 
Enna is the wife of M. W. Houser, of 
Cedar Rapids, and they have two children, 
Alina and Helen. Margaret is the wife of 
Charles Petrovilsky, of Cedar Rapids. 
Lillian i$ now assistant librarian in the pub- 
lic library of Cedar Rapids and resides <t 
home; and Mamie is also at hone. 

Mr. Pospishil cast his first presidential 
vote for Abraham Lincoln, but is now a sup- 
porter of the Democratic party. He and his 
family attend the Lutheran church. In 1890 
Mr. and Mrs. Pospishil, accompanied by 
their daughter, Mrs. Houser, went to 
Europe, where they visited their old friends 
in Bohemia. They also stopped at Paris, 
London, Berlin, Prague and other places of 
interest, spending three and a half months 
most delightfully in this way. At this time 
they were only about ten days in crossing the 


Ocean. 
——_+-—____ 


WILLIAM P. SECRIST. 


Among the progressive and enterprising 
agriculturists of Marion township none. are 
more deserving of mention in this volume 
than William P, Secrist, who successfully 
follows his chosen occupation on section 4. 
He is a native of the Old Dominion, his 
birth having occurred in Augusta county, 
Virginia, January 28, 1856. His parents, 
David W. and Susan B. (Burkett) Secrist, 
Were natives of Franklin county, Pennsyl- 
Vania, from which state they removed to 
Virginia about 1853, and made their home 
m August county until 1857, when they re- 
turned to the place of their birth. Ty early 
hte the father engaged in business as a mer- 
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chant, but later followed farming. In 1859 
he came to Linn county, Iowa. and located 
On section 12, Marion township, where he 
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of 
prairie land and forty acres of timber. He 
removed his family to that place the same 
year and at once commenced the linprove- 
ment of his farm. He continued its culti- 
vation unti] called to his final rest on the 
12th of June, 1886. He was a prominent 
member of the Masonic fraternity at Ma- 
rion. His wife js still living and continues 
to reside on the old homestead in Marion 
township. | 

Unto this worthy couple were born ej ght 
children, namely: A. M., a farmer of Ma- 
rion township; Luther B., who was also en- 
gaged in farming there until his death, which 
occurred April 7, 1892; Alice, wife of C. 
M. Plummer, of Marion township; Daniel 
B., who died on his farin jn that township 
August 12, 1882; William P., the subject 
of this sketch; John W., a farmer, who died 
it Cedar county, Iowa, June 7, 1896; Charles 
V., a farmer of Marion township, this coun- 
ty; and Benjainin F., a farmer, who died 
in Marion township September 20, 1899. 
The children were principally educated in 
the common schools of this county, while 
some of the family attended Cornell College 
and the Dubuque Business College. 

On starting out in life for himself Wij]- 
iam P. Secrist took up the occupation of 
farming, to which he had been reared, hav- 
ing become thoroughly familiar with that 
pursuit while aiding his father in the opera- 
tion of the home place. He was married, 
April 16, 1879, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Nancy E. Van F ossen, of Linn county, 
Whose parents were Benjamin and Julia Ann 
(Matheny) Van Fossen, natives of Ohio. 
At an early day her family came to this 
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county, where her father, who was by occu- 
pation a farmer, died January 28, 1882, 
while her mother passed away in May, 1862. 
Mr. and Mrs. Secrist have six children: J. 
Earl, Susie Mae, Carl Owen, Bertha Alice, 
Julia Belle and Ruby Ellen. 

Mr. Secrist engaged in farming on the 
old homestead until 1879, when he purchased 
ninety-six acres of his present farm, then 
known as the Durham place, eighty acres of 
which had been cleared, while ten acres were 
still covered with timber. In 1880 he bought 
the Goudy place, consisting of forty acres on 
section 9, Marion township; in 1882 pur- 
chased seventy-six acres of cultivated land 
and ten acres of timber, known as the J. 5. 
Torrence farm; in 1894 purchased the Garry 
Treat place of forty acres on.section 9; in 
1898 bought forty acres of prairie land on 
section 12. He also purchased five acres 
of laud in Linn township in 1884. In 1893 
he rebuilt his residence on section 4, Marion 
township, and the year before erected a good 
barn. He has made all of the improvements 
upon his place, which is to-day one of the 
most valuable and desirable farms of the 
locality. He carries on general farming, but 
has made a specialty of the raising of cattle 
and hogs, and in all his undertakings. has met 
with marked success. 

In politics Mr. Secrist is an ardent Re- 
publican and takes an active interest in pub- 
lic affairs, especially along educational lines, 
having served as president of the school 
board for several years: He is also serving his 
third term as member of the board of trus- 
tees of Marion township. Religiously lie is 
a faithful and earnest member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. His life demon- 
strates what can be accomplished through 
industry, enterprise and fair dealing, his 
successful career being due entirely to his 
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own unaided efforts and good management. 
As a Citizen he is highly respected and es- 
teemed, and well merits the confidence so 
freely accorded lim. 


—_—_—__o+o——_—— 


ANTON HOLUBAR. 


Many of Linn county’s most progressive 
and successful citizens have come from he- 
yond the sea, and through their own well- 
directed efforts have become prosperous men. 
To this class belongs Anton Holubar, who 
was born in Austria October 10, 1845, and 
is a son of Joseph and Frances (Hyake) 
Holubar, natives of the same country. There 
he attended school for four years, the chil- 
dren of Austria only being required to at 
tend school seven years, but he came to 
America before the expiration of that time 
It was in 1855 that the family took passage 
at Hamburg on the Johanna, a sailing ves 
sel, which dropped anchor in the harbor of 
Quebec after a voyage of six weeks. By 
boat and train they at once proceeded 10 
Rock Island, Hlinois, then crossed the Mis 
issippi to Muscatine, and from there went 
to Johnson county, Iowa, where the father 
purchased sixty-five acres of land, on which 
he resided until his death, which occurred 
November 21, 1896, his remains being i 


terred in a’ Catholic cemetery near Solon on © 


Thanksgiving day. THis widow is still living 
and resides at Solon, Johnson county. Unto 
them were born five children, namely: St 
phen married and went to California, where 
his death occurred; Joseph, who served for 
three years in Company K, Twenty-second 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, during the Civil 
war, wedded Mary Chudachick, now de- 
ceased, and resides in Iowa City ; Anton, of 
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subject, is next in order of birth: Ferdinand 
married Frances Kotaze and lives in Oel- 
wein, Iowa; and Anna died at the age of 
two years. 

Anton Holubar remained at home until 
his marriage, which was celebrated in Iowa 
City February 12, 1869, Miss Anna Smith 
becoming his wife. She was also born in 
Austria, September 1, 1849, and came to 
the United States in 1855 with her parents, 
Jacob and Mary ( Kuchara) Smith, whose 
whole life had been spent in Austria up to 
that time. On landing in this country they 
caine direct to Iowa, and took up their resi- 
dence in Johnson county, where the father 
purchased forty acres of timber Jand, which 
he at once commenced to clear and improve. 
He died suddenly while at work in the field 
in the fall of 1858 and the mother departed 
this life in 1886, both being laid to rest in 
the Catholic cemetery near Solon. They had 
four children: Mary, who first married 
Jacob Kuchara, who was killed in the Civil 
war while serving as a member of the Twen- 
ty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and for 
her second husband she wedded George 
Schenischeck, of Johnson county; Barbara, 
deceased wife of Jolin Elick, of the same 
county; Anna, wife of our subject; and one 
who died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holubar have become the 
Parents of five children, all born in Johnson 
county with exception of the youngest, who 
Was born in Linn county. In order of birth 
they are as follows: Ferdinand, born Jan- 
lary 4, 1870, married Jennie Hildebrandt, 
by whom he has one child, Hilda, and they 
reside in Cedar Rapids. Anton, born No- 
vember 12, 1872, married Anna Schenis- 
check, by whom he has two children, Roy 
and Maggie, and they reside in Johnson 
county. Frank, born August 23, 1880, as- 
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sists his father in the Operation of the home 
farm. Joseph, born March 23, 1883, died at 
the age of eighteen months. Annie, born 
January 23, 1887, is still attending the honie 
school. 

After his marriage Mr. Holubar bought 
é farm of ninety acres in Johnson county, 
where he made his home for fifteen years, 
and then purchased one hundred and fifty- 
six acres of land on sections 14, 15 and 22,. 
Franklin township, Linn county, where he 
has since resided. He has extended its 
boundaries until] they now contain two hun- 
dred and sixteen acres, upon which he has 
made many substantial improvements, which 
add greatly to the value and attractive ap- 
pearance of the place. He has a good mod- 
ern residence and a fine barn. He raises a 
high grade of horses, cattle, sheep and hogs 
for market, and js meeting with eminent 
success in his undertakings. He has served 
as school director in his district, and has 
always taken an active and commendable in- 
terest in public affairs. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and in religious faith a Catholic. 





A. kK. DAVIS. 


This gentleman, who is now spending the 
closing vears of a long and useful life free 
from business cares at his pleasant home in 
Marion, was for over thirty years pronti- 
nently identified with railroad contracting, 
and was also engaged in mercantile pursuits 
in Marion for a time, but is now living’ re- 
tired. He was born in York county, Maine, 
on the 3oth of July, 1829, and is a son of 
Thomas and Mary (Durgin) Davis, both 
natives of Newfield, that state. Throughout 
life the father followed the Occupation of 
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farming and continued to make his home in 
the old Pine Tree state until called to his 
Gnal rest in August, 1852, at the age of 
fifty-two years and five months. He was 
widely and favorably known and was 4 
worthy representative of an old Maine. fam- 
ily. His father, Daniel Davis, served as a 
private in the Revolutionary war for several 
years. The mother of our subject died at 
the home of her son Thomas M. in Missour, 
in 1871, at the age of sixty-five years. Of 
the ten children of the family our subject 
‘5 second in order of birth. The others who 
are still living are Thomas M., of Missouri; 
and Osborn, of the state of Washington. 

During his early lite A. K. Davis pur- 
sued his studies in the district schools of 
Maine, and aided in the work of the farm 
until after reaching manhood. Comung west 
in 1856, he located on a farm in Clinton 
county, Iowa, which he operated for several 
years. At the same time he also engaged in 
railroad construction 1n Illinois, and later 
rented his farm and gave his entire time and 
attention to the latter business. He helped 
build the Chicago & Nortliwestern road ; the 
Sioux City road in 1867 ;.and In 1870 built 
the first thirty miles of the Sabula, Ackley & 
Dakota Railroad, now a part of the St. Paul 
syste. 
ten miles of -the Iowa. Midland, from Clin- 
ton to Lyons; and a part of the road from 
Ottowa to Hedrick in 1$82, employing Many 
operatives. In. 1887 he built a part of the 
eranch of the B. & M. road in Cheyenne 
and Rawlins counties, Kansas, but since 
then has largely lived retired. In 1875 he 
removed to Marion and has since made this 
place his home. He first engaged in the 
hardware business, in which he continued 
for four years, when he sold out, and has 
practically since lived retired. 





Later in 1870 he built the first 
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Mr. Davis was married, in 1857, the 
lady of his choice teing Miss Octavia Chal- 
lies, also a native of York county, Maine, 
and a daughter of Sumner and Susan Chal- 
lies, life-long residents of that state. The 
father, who was a farmer and miller by oc- 
cupation, died in 1871, aged sixty-four years, 
and the mother passed away in 1895, aged 
ninety-seven. They had seven children, of 
whom only two now survive, these being 


Mrs. Davis, and Albion, a resident of Maine. 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis have two children: Ara- 


thusa S., at home; and Tuillar J., a sketch 


‘of whom appears on another page of this 


volume. He married Nellie Elliott, of 
Mariona, and they have four children, La- 
verna, Esther, Priscilla and T. J. Elhott. 
Mr. Davis is a} rominent Mason, having 
taken the thirty-second degree, and his wife 
holds membership in the Congregational 
church. His active business life shows him 


to have been a man of enterprise and public 


spirit, and as a pioneer railroad builder he 
materially aided in opening up a large 
amount of territory for civilization. After 
a well-spent and useful life he can well af- 
ford to lay aside all business cares and en- 
joy the fruits of former toil, surrounded by 
a loving family and a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances who appreciate !is sterling 


worth. 


——— 


JOHN B. BEVER. 


Prominent among the active business 
men of Cedar Rapids is John B. Bever, vice- 
president of the Bever Land Company, and 
stockholder and director in the Citizens Na- 
tional Bank of Cedar Rapids, and of the 
American Trust and Savings Bank of the 
same city. He is a native of the city, bom 
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on the 15th of September, 1852, dnd a son 
of Sampson C. Bever, who is represented on 
another page of this volume. 

In the public schools of Cedar Rapids 
Mr. Bever obtained his primary education. 
He later attended private institutions of 
learning in the same city, and for three years 
was a student in Griswold College, Daven- 
port, lowa. Leaving college, he commenced 
his business career as a messenger in the 
City National Bank of Cedar Rapids, and, 
after serving in various positions in the bank, 
was made cashier, and as such served until 
1898. Not only the directors and stock- 
holders of the bank, but the general public 
reposed in him entire confidence, and much 
of the popularity of the bank was attributed 
te him. He still retains an interest in the 
bank and is one of its directors. 

On the organization of the Bever Land 
Company in 1891, he became identified with 
its interests, and in 1892, on the death of 
S. C. Bever, who served as president of the 
company, James L. Hever became president, 
and' our subject was made vice-president, 
which position he still holds. On retiring 
from the position of cashier of the City Na- 
tional Bank, he assumed active work in the 
Bever Land Company, and to the advance- 
ment of its interests gives the greater part 
of his time. One of the original stockhold- 
ers and organizers of the American Trust 
& Savings Bank of Cedar Rapids, he has 
served as one of its directors from its in- 
ception to the present time. 

On the 12th of May, 1886, Mr. Bever 
was united in marriage with Miss Carlotte 
Morton, a native of New York, and a 
daughter of John Morton, who died when 
she was a small child. With his wife, he 
holds membership in the Episcopal church, 
and in the social circles of the city they oc- 


cupy a prominent position and are highly 
esteemed. 

Soon after reaching his majority, Mr. 
Bever was made a Mason in Mt. Hermon 
Lodge, No. 263, A. F. & A. M., and has 
steadily worked his way upward, taking each 
degree in the order. He is a member of 
Trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.; Apollo 
Commandery, No. 26, K. T.; and of Iowa 
Consistory, No. 2. He is also a member 
of Ek] Kaher Temple, Mystic Shrine. Well 
posted in the workings of the order, he takes 
great interest in its principles. The Pro- 
tective Order of Elks also numbers him 
among its members. Politically he is identi- 
fied with the Republican party. 

Public spirited and enterprising, Mr. 
Bever has done much for his native city and 
county, and ts deservedly popular among all 
classes of its citizens. Since attaining his 
majority, he has been associated with his 
brothers, James L. and George W., in vari- 
ous enterprises, and the fact that they have 
worked harmoniously in the conduct of their 
business affairs is something that is very 
unusual among men with such large in-. 


terests. 
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PETER H. H. KEPLER. 


Peter H. EH. Kepler, deceased, was one 
of the foremost citizens of Franklin town- 
ship for many years, and was a ian highly 
respected and esteemed by all who knew 
hin. He was born in Frederick county, 
Maryland, May 23, 1836, and was a son of 
Conrad Kepler, whose birth occurred in the 
same county January 5, 1811. His paternal 
grandfather, John Kepler, was a native of 
Pennsylvania, and had a family of six chil- 
dren, namely: Rachel, John, Peter, Mary, 
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Conrad and Henry. On the 16th of Decem- 
ber, 1832, Conrad Kepler married Margaret 
Lingenfelter, also a native of Maryland, and 
a daughter of John Lingenfelter, who was 
born in the same state. By this union were 
born the following children: John W.; 
Peter H. H., our subject; Thomas S.; 
Charles W.; Edwin M.; Howard C.; Annie 
R., wife of George Riley, of Mt. Vernon; 
Elizabeth A., wife of Obadiah Cole, of Jones 
county, Iowa. In 1843 the father removed 
with his family to Iowa, the journey being 
made with four horses and a wagon, carly- 
ing their household effects and provisions 
with them. They camped and cooked by the 
wayside, and were forty-five days in mak- 
ing the trip. The father purchased two 
hundred and forty acres of land in Linn 
county, and at once turned his attention to 
its improvement. In politics he was a Dem- 
ocrat, and in religious belief both he and his 
wife were Methodists. She died December 
29, 1879. 

The subject of this sketch was about seven 
years of age when he accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal to Lowa. During his 
boyhood and yout he assisted his father in 
the labors of the fields, and attended the 
district schools near his home. He remained 
under the parental roof until twenty years 
of age, and then commenced farming on his 
own account on land belonging to his fa- 
ther. In 1858 he purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in Fayette county and 
eighty acres in Cerro Gordo county, but 
never located on either place, and sold them 
both before he had made many improve- 
ments. Three years later he bought fifty- 
eight acres on section 4, Franklin township, 
on the Marion road a mile west of Mt. Ver- 
non, where he made his home throughout the 
remainder of his life. He was very Success- 


ful in his farming operations and added to 
his landed possessions from time to time un- 
til at the time of his death he owned many 
acres of well improved land. In connection 
with general. farming he also engaged in 
stock raising to some extent. 

On the 1st of December, 1861, Mr. Kep- 
ler was united in marriage with Miss Eliz- 
abeth Doty, a native of Defiance county, 
Ohio, and a daughter of Ephraim and Mary 
Ann (Snyder) Doty. who was born in 
Pennsylvania, but removed to Ohio at an 
early day and settled in Defiance county, 
where her father engaged in farming until 
his death. In 1844 Mrs. Doty and eleven 
of her children came to Linn county, Towa, 
leaving a married daughter, Mirs. Rachel 
Richart, in Ohio. Mrs. Kepler’s mother lo- 
cated in Franklin township. where she pur 
chased a tract of government land, which 
her sons broke and improved. Upon that 
place She died at the advanced age of eighity- 
three years. Of her twelve children six 
are still living. 

Unto Mr. and: Mrs. Kepler were Bora 
three children, namely: (1) Frank EL, who 
now owns and operates a part of his grand- 
mother’s old homestead in Franklin town 
ship, married Isa Kleinknecht, a daughter 
of George Kleinknecht, whose sketch ap 
pears on another page of this volume, and 
they have two children, Glenn and Myrtl. 
(2) Hester A. is the wife of Daniel Travis 
a farmer of Franklin township, and they 
had five children: Fred; Clara, deceased; 
Flora, Jessie and Ruth. (3) Ada Estella 1s 
the wife of Theodore E. Stinger, a promt 
nent farmer and stock raiser of Linn town: 
ship, this county, and they have two sons, 
Lee and Arlo. 

In his political views Mr. Kepler wa3 ¢ 
Republican, and for many years he sety 
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as school director in his township, and a 
part of the time as president and secretary 
of the board. In 1862 he united with the 
Methodist Episcopal church, with which he 
retained membership until 1879, when he 
became identified with the United Brethren 
church at Lisbon. He was a devout Chris- 
tian and his life was ever in harmony with 
his professions. He died upon his farm in 
Franklin township November 23, 1887, and 
his remains were interred in the Mt. Vernon 
cemetery. He was a man of the highest 
respectability, and those who were most in- 
timately associated with him speak in un- 
qualified terms of his sterling integuity, his 
honor in business and his fidelity to all the 
ditties of public and private life. He was 
faithful to his church, to his country and 
to lus friends, and in his home was a most 
exemplary husband and father. His es- 
timable wife now resides in Mt. Vernon. 


———--- oe —_____ 


NATHANIEL K. BEECHLEY. 


One of the active and enterprising busi- 
ness men of Cedar Rapids is Nathaniel K. 
Beechley, who is now engaged in the real 
estate and insurance busirfess. He is a na- 
tivesof Linn county, born in Linn township, 
August 3, 1855, and isa worthy representa- 
tive of one of its prominent pioneer fam- 
ilies. His father, Jesse Beechley, was born 
in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, in 1822, 
and caine to this county in 1852. He pur- 
chased four hundred acres of land in Linn 
township, for which he paid eight dollars 
per acre, and still retains the same. It is 
now well improved and under a high state 
of cultivation. The father of our subject has 
been thrice married, his first wife being Miss 
Harriet F. Craig, who was born near Tiffin, 
Ohio, in 1833, and it was in 1838 that she 


was brought to Linn county, Iowa, by her 
parents, Thomas and Margaret Craig, who 
were among the honored pioneers of Frank- 
lin township, where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. Her father died in 1860. He 
had a large family, of whom only three are 
now living, these being John, a resident of 
Shasta county, California; Mrs. S. Ellison 
and Mrs. D. L. Boyd, both of Mt. Vernon, 
this county. Mrs. Beechley died in 1861 while 
visiting in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, 
leaving three children, namely: Nathaniel 
K., the subject of this sketch; Thomas C., 
who lives on the old homestead’; and ‘Mar- 
garet J., wife of A. A. Palmer, of Cedar 
Rapids. For his second wife the father 
married Delia Holcomb, by whom he had 
one son, Jesse H., also on the home farm. 
She died in 1889. In 1891 he married for 
ins third wife Mrs. Louisa C. Goudy, who 
is still living. By his ballot the father sup- 
ports the men and measures of the Repub- 
lican party; has always been an active party 
worker, and has capably filled a number of 
minor offices in his township. He is a faith- 
ful member of the Dunkard church, and is 
highly respected and esteemed by all who 
know him. 

Mr. Beechley, whose name introduces 
this sketch, was educated at Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon, where he pursued a classical 
course and was graduated in 1876. After 
leaving college he came to Cedar Rapids and 
entered the City National Bank, where he 
was employed as clerk and teller for ten 
years. In 1887 he opened an abstract of- 
fice, having purchased a set of books, and 
was engaged in that business until 1899, 
when he sold out and turned his attention 
to the insurance and real estate business, 
writing fire insurance and representing some 
of the most reliable companies of the country. 
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In 1879 Mr. Beechley married Miss 
Mary B. Woods, who was born in Jackson 
county, Lowa, August 17, 1855. It was in 
1844 that her father removed from Bath, 
New Hampshire, to Bellevue, Jackson coun- 
ty, and in 1889 came to Cedar Rapids, where 
he made his home until called to his final 
rest in August, 1900. His wife, who bore 
the maiden name of Lorette Woods, died in 
1897. She was a native of St. Johnsbury, 
Vermont. In their family were only two 
children, of whom Mrs. Beechley is the 
older. Her brother, Frank A., is now en- 
gaged in business in Des Moines. Our sub- 
ject and his wife have one daughter, Lorette 
Jessie, who was born July 27, 1880, and 
took a classical course at Coe College, Cedar 
Rapids, where she was graduated in 1900. 
She is now a Student at Bryn Mawr College 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, pursuing a 
post graduate course. 

As a Republican Mr. Beechley takes an 
active interest in political affairs, and has 
hee: a delegate to county and state convert: 
tions of his party, but has never been an of- 
fice seeker. Fraternally he affiliates with 
Crescent Lodge, A. F. & A. M. He is one 
of the leading members of the First Pres- 
byterian church, and is assistant treasurer 
of Coe College. For a quarter of a century 
he has been identified with the business in- 
terests of Cedar Rapids, and his life has ever 
been such as to win for him the confidence 
and high regard of those with whom he has 
been brought in contact. 





—<$—$~_—_— 


JOHN McHUGH. 


John McHugh, deceased, was for many 
years one of the leading farmers and highly 
respected citizens ot Franklin township. He 
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was born in county Sligo, Ireland, in June, 
1825, and was educated in the national 
schools of that country, but his school priv- 
ileges were very limited. At the age of nine- 
teen years he emigrated to America, the voy- 
age being made on a sailing vessel and last- 
ing over two months. He landed in New 
Voark and soon obtained work on a fruit 
farm in New Jersey, though not far from 
the eastern metropolis, which was the mar- 
ket place for the farmers in the neighbor- 
hood. He remained there seven years, Te 
ceiving four dollars per month for his serv- 
1V¢s. 

In 1855 Mr. McHugh came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and first located at Mr. Ver- 
non, where he worked by the day, often be- 
ing paid in chickens, pigs, etc., for his labor. 
At that time wild hogs, turkeys, prairie 
chickens and other game was plenti ful, and 
much of the Jand in this locality was stil 
in its primitive condition. He did his first 
farm work with a team of oxen, As so0n 
as he was able Mr. Mckingh purchased 
eighty acres of land in Franklin township, 
to which he subsequently added a tract of 
twenty acres, and after residing thereon Ur 
til 1884, when he sold that place, and re 
moved to the farm which his family still 
occupy. This consists of two hundred and 
cne acres on sections 23 and 26, Franklin 
township, and to its cultivation and improve 
ment he devoted his energies until called te 
his final rest June 29, 1892. He was 4 de- 
yout member of the Catholic church, and 
was buried in the Catholic cemetery at Lis 
bon. In politics he was a Democrat, and 
he filled the office of school director for 4 
number of years. . 

About 1850 Mr. McHugh married Miss 
Ann Kilkinney, a native of county Galway, 
Ireland, who died in 1867 and was also 
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buried m Lisbon. By that union he had 
three children, namely: (1) Margaret, born 
August 20, 1857, is the wife of John Butler, 
of White Oak, Greenfield township, Jones 
county, Iowa, and they have three children, 
Fedward, Mary and Alice. (2) Marvy, born 
November 15, 1851, died at the age of thirty 
years. (3) Catherine, born January 3, 1862, 
is the wife of Fred Emerson, who lives 
south of Tipton, Iowa, and they have six 
children, Ross, Clara, Eva, Emily, Hiram 
and Stonerook. 

Mr. McHugh was again married, at Tip- 
ton, Iowa, April 27, 1879, his second union 
being with Miss Annie J. Drury, who was 
born in Boyle, Roscommon, Ireland, June 
24, 1844, a daughter of Edward and Bridget 
(Murray) Drury, also natives of Roscom- 
mon. The father died when Mrs. McHugh 
was only three years old, -and the mother 
subsequently married Patrick McCauly, of 
Boyle, county Roscommon, where her death 
occurred in March, 1877. Mr. McCauly 
died in 1890. Of the four children born of 
the first union Mrs. McHugh is the only 
cne now living, Those hy the second mar- 
riage were Winnefred. who diel in Los 
Angeles, California, in April, 1893, at the 
age of forty years; James died in St. Louis, 
Missouri, in the fall of 1887. at the age of 
thirty-eight years; Mary is the wife of 
Michael H. Duggan, of Los Angeles; Bessie 
is a resident of San Francisco, California; 
Patrick married Margaret Brown and lives 
at Delmar,.Clinton county, Iowa; and Ann 
is the wife of Thomas Boyton, of Rovle, 
county Roscommon, Ireland. 

By his second marriage Mr. McHugh 
had two children, but the older died in in- 
fancy. John Edward, born March 2, 1881, 
was educated in ihe district schools near 
his home and the Mt. Vernon high school. 


He is now managing the home farm, and 
is one of the most energetic and successful 
young farmers of Linn county. He raises 
a high grade of horses, cattle, sheep and 
hogs for market, but notwithstanding his 
numerous farm duties he still finds time to 
devote to literary pursuits, and is a well-in- 
formed young man. He is a member of the 
Catholic church of Lisbon, and a supporter 
of the Democratic party. 


JOSEPH NICODEMUS. 


For almost thirty years this gentleman 
was prominently identified with the indus- 
trial interests of: Marion, Iowa, and as a 
blacksnuth met with good success in busi- 
ness, accumulating a comfortable competence 
Which now enables him to spend his declining 
years in retirement from active labor. He 
was born in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, 
on the rst of March, 1838, a son of Joseph 
and Rebecca (Miller) Nicodemus, who 
spent their entire lives in that county. In 
early manhood the father followed the car- 
penter’s trade, and later engaged in farming. 
In religious belief both he and his wife were 
Lutherans, and were people of the highest 
respectability. Their family numbered eight 
children, namely: Charlotte, now the widow 
of John W. Hull and a resident of Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania; Catherine, who mar- 
ried David Blackburn and died in October, 
1899; Tena, who died unmarried; Susanna. 
a resident of Marion, Iowa, and widow of 
Benjamin Trott, who died in the Civil war; 
Rebecca, who married John Adams and both 
are now deceased; Maria, widow. of Abra- 
ham Miller and a resident of Bedford coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania; John, who died at the 
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age of eighteen years; and Joseph, of this 
review. 

During his boyhood Joseph Nicodemus 
had very little opportunity to attend school, 
as he had to work hard. He remained un- 
der the parental roof until he attained his 
majority, and then learned the blacksmith’s 
trade, to which he devoted his energiés 
throughout the remainder of his active busi- 
ness life. His labors were interrupted, how- 
ever, by his service in the war of the Re- 
bellion. In the fall of 1863 he enlisted as 
a private in Company I, One Hundred and 
Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infan- 
try, known as the Bucktail regiment, under 
cominand of Colonel White. He went first 
to Chambersburg and later to Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania, and from there to Virginia. He 
took part in several battles and skirmishes, 
including the engagements at Culpeper and 
Brandy Station, and was honorably dis- 
charged when his term of enlistment expired 


in 1864. 


On the rotl of February, 1863, Mr. 


Nicodemus was iarried, in Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania, to Miss Catherine Elizabeth 
Nipple, of that county, of which her par- 
ents, John and Elizabeth Nipple, were also 
natives. The father was a miller by trade, 
aud he and his wife always made their home 
in Bedford county. Their children were 
Catherine Elizabeth, Jacob, Amanda, David, 
Charlotte M., Ida Belle, and one who died 
in infancy. 

In the fall of 1864 Mr. and Mrs. Nico- 
demus came to Linn county, Iowa, and took 
up their residence in Marion, where he pur- 
chased a small shop standing on the site of 
his present shop, and at once commenced 
work at his trade. He also bouglit real es- 
tate and erected several houses, building his 


own home. He stil! owns his blacksmith 
| 


shop, but has rented the saine since 1893, 
while he now lives retired. In connection 
with genera! blacksmithing he also engaged 
in manufacturing wagons, buggies, etc., and 
was fairly successful in all his undertakings. 
His prosperity has come to him through his 
own industry, perseverance and determiia- 
tion to succeed, and by his upright, honor- 
able course in life he has also gained the 
confidence and good will of all with whom 
he has been brought in contact. He is an 
active worker and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and is also 
prominently connected with Robert Mitchell 
Post, No. 206, G. A. R.. of Marion. Since 
attaining his majority he has always been a 
stanch Republican. 


—_———$—$— > 


ISAAC H. SHAVER. 


For many years this gentleman was O1e 
of the most active and enterprising business 
man of Cedar Rapids, but he has now laid 
aside all business cares and is spending the 
closing years of a useful career in ease and 
quiet at his home, No. 603 Second avenue. 
He was born in Sussex county, New Jerseys 
and belongs to a family of German origin, 
which was founded in the new world about 
1775 or earlier, his ancestors being ainong 
the pioneers of Sussex county, New Jersey: 
His parents, Abraham and Mary ( Carroll) 
Shaver, were also natives of that county, 
and the latter was descended from one of thie 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
At an early day the father removed with 
his family from New Jersey to St. Cath- 
erines, Ontario, where he purchased a farin 
and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
throughout the remainder of his life. 
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Isaac H. Shaver is the youngest son in 
a family of seven children, and was prin- 
cipally reared in Canada, his education be- 
ing mainly acquired through his own un- 
aided efforts. On leaving home when a 
young man he went to Rockford, Illinois, 
where he engaged in farming and also in 
buying and shipping produce. In 1856 he 
removed to Iowa anc located in Vinton, 
where he had previously purchased land, 
making his home there for about eight years. 
During his residence there he traveled over 
the state as general agent for the C. H. Mc- 
Cormick Reaper Manufactory, overseeing 
the agencies in twenty-two different counties. 

In 1863 Mr. Shaver came to Cedar Rap- 
ids and embarked in the cracker business. 
Later he built a factory and engaged in the 
manufacture of crackers here, and subse- 
quently established a similar enterprise at 
Des Moines, carrying on that business suc- 
cessfully for twenty-five vears. He was as- 
sociated first with Sampson C. Bever and 
‘later with S. L. Dows in this industry. At 
the same time Mr. Shaver was also interested 
in other business enterprises, and erected sev- 
eral business houses and dwellings in the city. 
He is a stockholder and director of the Mer- 
chants National Bank, and also the Farmers 
Loan & Trust Bank on the west side. He 
Was one Of the organizers of the Merchants 
National Bank, and an original stockholder. 
Mr. Shaver was the first man engaged in 
manufacturing crackers west of the Mis- 
sour river, and had a very heavy output. 
He has a fine home at 603 Second avenue, 
where he has lived for twenty years. 

In Williamsville, New York, was cele- 
brated the marriage of Mr. Shaver and Miss 
Esther C. Witwer, who was reared in that 
State, and to them were born five cluldren, 
Namely: John H., now manager of the 


cracker factory, is married: and has three, 
children; Ella S. is the widow of George 
Umpstead, of Cedar Rapids, and has two 
children; Bessie S. is the wife of John S. 
Ely, of Cedar Rapids, and has four children; 
Frederick H., a business man of the sane 
city, is married and has two children; Marie 
died in Vinton, Iowa, in 1859, at the age of 
four years. 

Since casting his first presidential bal- 
lot for John C. Fremont in 1856 Mr. Shaver 
has been an ardent advocate of Republican 
principles, but at local elections he votes in- 
dependent of party lines, supporting the inen 
whom he believes best qualified forthe of- 
fices. Religiously he and his estimable wife 
are members of the Christian church. Mr. 
Shaver’s success in life has been by no ineans 
the result of fortunate circumstances, but 
has come to him through energy, labor and 
perseverance, directed by an evenly halanced 
mind and by honorable business principles. 
He has always made the most of his op- 
portunities, and well merits the prosperity 
that has come to him. 
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WILLIAM GAMBLE. 


This well-known farmer and stock raiser 
residing on section 23, Franklin township, 
was born in Brooklyn, New York, July 19, 
1847, and is a son of Samuel and Sarah 
S. (Steele) Gamble, both natives of Ireland, 
the former born in county Tyrone, in 1815, 
the latter in county Donegal. They were 
married in New York May 22, 1845, by Rev. 
H. H. Blair, and continued to make their 
home in that city and Brooklyn throughout 
the remainder of their lives. The mother 
died August 2, 1856, the father November 
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g, 1857. They had three children: 
born September 21, 1846, died in infancy; 
William, our subject; and Isabella, born 
September 29, 1549, died January 27, 1868. 

Our subject was left an orphan at the 
age of ten years. He attended the public 
schools of his native city until eighteen years 
of age, and then commenced driving a truck, 
being thus employed for one year. He also 
drove a hack for the same length of time. 
In 1869 he came to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and 
worked on a farm near that city for two 
years. He was next employed on the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern Railroad as a switch- 
man and brakeman for the same length of 
time. Since then he has devoted his entire 
time and attention to agricultural pursuits. 

On the 4th of April, 1871, in Cedar 
Rapids, Mr, Gamble was united in marriage 
with Miss Lucinda C. Moffitt, who was born 
- Cedar county, lowa, November 12, 1850. 
Her parents, Andrew and Catherine 
(Sinyth) Moffitt, were natives of county 
Tyrone and county Antrim, Ireland, respect- 
ively, and were married in Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa. For two years they resided on a 
farm in Cedar county, where the father died 
July 4, 1851, and the mother subsequently 
returned to Mt. Vernon, where her death 
occurred June 17, 1862. Of their two chil- 
dren Mrs. Gamble is the older. Andrew S., 
porn in Mt. Vernon February 10, 1852; 1S 
still a resident of that place. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gamble have become the 
parents of seven children, namely: (1) 
Sarah C., born August 15, 1872, is the wife 
of Albert Kohl, of Lisbon, and they have 
four children, Willis, Harry. Burt and Irene. 

2) Samuel J., born October 29, 1874, re- 
sides with lis parents. (3) Martha 1., born 
March 19, 1877, is the wite of Ross Wilson, 
of Jones county, Lowa, and they have one 


Mary, . 
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child, Elbert A. (4) Mary E., born De- 
cember 13, 1879, is the wife of Charles Rus- 
sell, a farmer of this county, and they have 
one child, Willa C. (5) E. W. Roy, born 
October 1, 1882, and (6) Maggie A., born 
October 2, 1887, are both at home. (7) 
Willard C., born October 29, 1890, died 
January 16, 1891. 

In the fall of 1871 Mr. Gamble removed 
to a farm of one hundred and thirty acres 
‘1 Cedar county owned by his wife, and on 
selling that place they bought eighty acres 
in the same county, which was their home 
for eighteen years. During that time Mr. 
Gamble was most successfully engaged in 
general farming and stock raising, making 
a specialty of the oreeding of graded Here- 
ford cattle. He then returned to Linn coun- 
ty, and after living for one year on the 
Robinson farm he removed to the Rose farm 
on section 23, Franklin township, where he 
still resides. Here he successfully operates 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, and 
also raises a high grade of horses, cattle 
and hogs. He attends the United Brethren 
church, and is a stanch supporter of the Re- 
publican party and its principles. 


—_—_——_—¢-+ 


COLONEL CHARLES A. CLARK. 


Among the prominent attorneys and 1f- 
fluential citizens of Cedar Rapids is Colonel 
Charles A. Clark. who ‘devoted the opening 
years of his manhood to the defense of out 
country from the internal foes who sougiit 
‘ts dismemberment, and his gallant service 
on field of battle won for him distinctive 
preferment in military circles. He was bortl 
in Sangerville, Maine, on the 26th of Jatr 
uary, 1841, and belongs to a family which 
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was founded in this country by Hugh Clark, 
who came from England in 1640 and located 
in Massachusetts. William-G. Clark, the 
Colonel’s father, was a life-long resident of 
the old Pine Tree state, and a prominent law- 
yer, who was noted for his great oratorical 
ability. As a speaker he took a very active 
and influential part in the national cam- 
paigns, and was one of the leading politi- 
cians of the \Whig party of his state. In 
1855 he was secretary of the state senate of 
Maine, when Hon. James G. Blaine and 
Chief Justice Fuller were members of that 
body, the latter being at that time editor of 
the Augusta Argus, the leading Democratic 
paper of the state. Throughout his active 
business career Mr. Clark continued to fol- 
low the legal profession, and died in Sanger- 
ville of typhoid fever at the age of forty-two 
years, honored and respected hy all who 
knew him. In early life he married Miss 
Elizabeth White Stevens, a daughter of Dr. 
Whiting Stevens, who for over half a cen- 
tury successfully engaged in the practice of 
medicine in Limerick, York county, Maine. 
The Stevens family was of English origin 
and among the early: Puritans who came to 
this country. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Clark 
were born eleven children, of whom the 
Colonel is third in order of birth. The four 
oldest sons were soldiers of the Civil war and 
all were wounded, while one was killed in 
battle, and another died from the effects of 
his wounds several years after the close of 
the war. Of the four our subject and his 
brother Frank A. are still living. He has 
four other brothers, namely: George E. 
and Eugene H., both prominent lawyers of 
Algona, Iowa; William G., who is now en- 
gaged in practice with our subject; and 
Frank A., who has served in the second 
auditor's office in the United States treasury 


for many years. The mother of these chil- 
dren died in Algona, Iowa, at the age of 
sixty-eight years. 

During his boyhood and youth Colonel 
Clark attended the Sangerville public schools 
and the Foxcroft Academy of Maine, where 
he pursued a-literary course fitting himself 
for Harvard University; but when the Civil 
war broke out he laid aside his books and 
entered the service of his country, enlisting 
in April, 1861, as a private in Company A, 
Sixth Maine Volunteer Infantry. For his 
meritorious service and bravery on field of 
battle he won promotion rapidly, and was 
soon made adjutant of the regiment. Later 
he was successively commissioned captain 
and assistant adjutant-general, brevet-major 
and lieutenant-colonel, While serving as 
adjutant he received a congressional medal 
of honor by saving his regiment from cap- 
ture through his personal gallantry and skill 
at Banks Ford, Virginia, just outside of 
Fredericksburg, May 4, 1863. He was se- 
verely wounded in a successful charge on the 
Confederate works at Rappahannock, No- 
vember 7, 1863, when from his regiment six- 
teen out of the twenty-one officers that en- 
tered the charge were either killed or 
wounded, and in the official report it was 
recorded that Adjutant Clark fell “after he 
had driven his sword into an enemy” in the 
hand to hand contest which resulted in hold- 
ing the works and capturing two thousand 
prisoners, seven pieces of artillery and five 
Confederate battle flags. He was also with 
his regiment in its successful charge upon 
the heights of Fredericksburg, May 3, 1863, 
a portion of Sedgwick’s operation, while 
Hooker was engaged in the battle of Chan- 
cellorsville. Colonel Clark was in the suc- 
cessful charge upon the Confederate works 
at Petersburg, July 15, 1864, and upon Fort 
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Harrison, in front of Richmond, in Septem- 
ber of the sane year. He was with General 
Burnham, who led the victorious column, 
and received that commander in his arms 
when he fell mortally wounded within the 
assaulted fort. Thus Colonel Clark bore a 
conspicuous part in four out of the eleven 
successful charges made by the Union forces 
on earth works during the entire Civil war 
as recorded in Fox’s work, “Regimental 
Losses.” With exception of the first battle 
of Bull Run he participated in all of the 11n- 
portant engagements in which the Army of 
the Potomac took part, including the battle 
of Yorktown, the “seven days’ battles” in 
front of Richmond, under McClellan, the 
battle of Williamsburg, the second battle 
of Bull Run, and the battles of Antie- 
tam, Fredericksburg, Brandy Station, Get- 
tysburg and Rappahannock Station. He was 
i the command of General Butler during 
his operations around Petersburg and Rich- 
mond, and was with General Grant at the 
battle of Cold Harbor, where ten thousand 
men were lost before breakfast. He was 
with Baldy Smith in his successful charge 
on the works of Petersburg and the engage- 
ments around that stronghold and Rich- 
mond, Being broken down in health and 
suffering from the wounds he had received, 
Colonel Clark resigned in the fall of 1864 


and returned to his old home in Maine, with. 
a war record of which he may be justly, 


proud. 

The Colonel then took up the study of 
law with A. W. Paine, of Bangor, one of the 
foremost lawyers of the state. Taking Hor- 
ace Greeley’s advice, le came west in May, 
1866, and located in Webster City, Hamilton 
county, Iowa, where he made his home for 
ahout ten years, enjoying a large and lucra- 


tive practice, which extended all over north-. 


pothesis 


western Iowa, taking in fifteen or twenty 
counties. As there were no railroads in that 
locality at that time he traveled over the 
territory either on horseback or with livery 
teams and in stage coaches. He was instru- 
mental in getting the first railroad through, 
acting as attorney for John J. Blair, when he 
built what is now the Illinois Central from 
Iowa Falls to Sioux City. 

In 1876 Colonel Clark came to Cedar 
Rapids and formed a partnership with Judge 
N. M. Hubbard, which connection lasted for 
ten years. He was then alone in practice 
unti] 1898, when he admitted his son James 
W., to partnership under the firn: name of 
Charles A. Clark & Son, and now his young- 
est brother William G. Clark 1s also with 
them. During his residence here the Colonel 
has been interested in much of the important 
litigation of the state, either on one side or 
the other, and has practiced in the United 
States courts of half a dozen other states; 
in the United States supreme court at Wash- 
ington, D. C., since 1880; and in the United 
States circuit court of appeals since its es 
tablishmment. He has argued’ in person ¢ 
large number of important Cases in the 
United States supreme court. He is a maf 
who thoroughly loves his profession, and 1s 
eminently gifted with the capabilities of mind 
which are indispensable at the bar. He 1s 
also a man of deep research and careful in- 
vestigation, and his skill and ability have 
won for him an extensive practice. He has 
a very valuable and complete law library. 

On the 19th of December, 1863, in San- 
gerville, Maine, Colonel Clark was united 
in marriage with Miss Helen E. Brockways 
a native of that town and a schoolmate of 
our subject. Her father, Cyrus Brockway; 
was a prominent and prosperous manufac 
turer, proprietor of Brockway’s Mills at 5am 
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gerville, and a representative of an old pio- 
neer family of that locality. He had four 
children of whom Mrs. Clark is the young- 
est. Of the seven children born to the Colo- 
nel and his wife one son died in infancy. 
Those living are Mary A., at home; Laura 
A., wife of Robert I. Safely, of Cedar Rap- 
ids, whose sketch appears on another page 
of this volume; Helen and Florence, both at 
home; James W., who married Miss Messer 
aud ig now engaged in the practice of law 
with his father; and Atherton B., who is at- 
tending the public schools of Cedar Rapids. 

Fraternally Colonel Clark is a prominent 
member of the Loyal Legion and was com- 
mander of the order in this state in 1899 and 
1900. He is also a member of the Medal 
of Honor Legion’of Washington, D. C., and 
the Grand Army Post of Cedar Rapids. 
He now belongs to the blue lodge, chapter 
and commandery of the Masonic fraternity; 
and was master of the lodge at Webster 
City during his residence there. Formerly 
he was a Democrat in politics, but in 1896 
and 1900 he supported William McKinley 
for the presidency. He has always taken a 
very active and prominent part in political 
affairs, and has made many addresses in 
every important campaign in Iowa during 
his residence here. 
made him their candidate for supreme judge 
in 1900, and he received a good support 
from lawyers all over the state but was not 
nominated,very much to his own satisfaction, 
as he prefers to give his entire time and at- 
tention to his extensive private practice. He 
served one term as mayor of Cedar Rapids, 
during which time he made many improve- 
ments in the city, especially as to its cleanli- 
hess, driving the horses and cows from the 
streets, and the pig pens from the back yards 
It is but just and merited praise to say that 


The bar of Linn county: 


as a lawyer Colonel Clark ranks among the 
ablest in the state, and as a citizen is honor- 
able, prompt and true to every engagement. 
It is not alone because of special prominence 
at the bar that he has, and is justly entitled 
to, the respect and confidence of his fellow 
men, for his personal qualities are such as to 
make him loved and honored. He is a 
worthy representative of that class to whom 
more than to any other is due the continued 
growth and prosperity of many thriving cit- 
ies of the west. 


PITNEY F. RANDALL. 


Since November, 1856, this gentleman 
has been a worthy citizen of Cedar Rapids, 
and is one of the best known civil engineers 
in the west. He was born in Madison coun- 
ty, New York, on the 31st of August, 1832, 
and is a son of Asahel and Julia (Dykens) 
Randall, the former a native of Keene, New 
Hampshire, the latter of Elmira, New York. 
On the paternal side he is of Scotch ancestry, 
but the Dykens family is of Holland origin. 
The parents of our subject removed to 
Oneida, New York, and from a wild, un- 
broken tract of timber land the father de- 
veloped a good farm, devoting almost his 
entire life to agricultural pursuits. He died 
there in 1880, at the age of seventy-two 
years, and his wife departed this life in 
1888, at about the age of seventy years. In 
their family were five children, three sons 
and two daughters, one of whoin died in 
early childhood. The others were Pitney 
F., our subject; Alonzo, who died in Oneida, 
New York, in 1899; Andrew, a pioneer of 
Randalia, Jowa, which was named in his 
honor; and Malissa, deceased wife of Allen 
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R. Turner, of Oneida, New York. The fa- 
ther was a well-educated man for his day; 
was a Whig in politics, and a Presbyterian 
in religious belief, his wife being a member 
of the same church. 

Pitney F. Randall spent the first eighteen 
years of his life on the home farm, and his 
early education, acquired in the public 
schools of the neighborhood, was supple- 
tented by a two-years’ course at an acadenty 
‘1 Elmira. He took a special course in 
mathematics while attending the common 
schools, and at the age of eighteen joined 
an engineering party engaged in the con- 
struction of the Syracuse & Binghamton 
Railroad, now the D. L. & W. He remained 
with that company for three years. and then 
in 1855 came to Iowa, his destination being 
the present city of Lyons. He came to this 
state with his uncle, Jefferson Randall, a 
railroad contractor, and going to Clinton 
they became connected with the Chicago, 
Iowa & Nebraska Railroad, now a part of 
the Chicago & Northwestern system, our 
subject having charge of the construction of 
the first ten miles of the road out of Clinton. 

Tn November, 1856, he came to Cedar 
Rapids to take charge of the construction of 
the read from this place to Mt. Vernon, and 
‘1 1862 when the road was extended to Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, he had charge of its construc- 
tion fron: Cedar Rapids to that place. While 
engaged in that work he was injured in 
1862, and was given a position in the rail- 
way mail service until he was able to re- 
join the engineering party. He had a num- 
her of offers to join the pioneer engineering 
corps of the Civil war. In 1866 Mr. Ran- 
dall was given charge of the survey from 
Cedar Rapids to St. Louis for what is now 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road, and two years later was made engineer 
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in charge of construction on the now Bur- 
lington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, 
which position he held until the completion 
of the road in 1875. Since then he has been 
in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy, the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, 
and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail- 
roads, having been connected with the last 
named corporation for ten years. He has 
had charge as engineer of location and con- 
struction on that road on many of its 
branches in the west, and for the last three 
years his work has been in Arizona on the 
Santa Fe & Grand Canyon Railroad, hav- 
ing just returned from there in 1901. He 
has made railroad location and construction 
his life work, and has been continuously 
connected with that business longer than 
most any other man in the country. His 
practical knowledge of all the details of the 
business, together with his reliability in all 
transactions, makes him one of the most pop- 
ular railroad engineers in the west. From 
the fall of 1893 until the spring of 1893, he 
also had charge of the grading of Jackson 
Park, Chicago, for the World's Columbian 
Exposition. 

Mr. Randall was married, at Bingham- 
ton, New York, in 1857, to Miss Josephine 
Smith, and brought his bride to the homé 
he had prepared for her in Cedar Rapids. 
Of the five children born to them two died 
when quite young, the others being as fol- 
lows: (1) Frank, a resident of Kansas 
City, Missouri, was educated in railroad 
building with his father, and is now ent 
ployed on the extension of the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railroad. He 1s married 
and has two children, William and Agnes. 
(2) Lulu is the wife of William Richardson, 
living near Kenwood, and they have three 
children. (3) John makes his home with 
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his father and 1s connected with him in 
all his railroad work. He came back from 
Mexico to join the army during the Span- 
ish-American war, and enlisted in Company 
C, Forty-ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
with which he served one year in Cuba. The 
mother of these children died in November, 
1875, and in 1880 Mr. Randall was again 
married, his second union being with Mary 
Beech, of Cedar Rapids. She is a native of 
Mineral Point, Wisconsin. 

In political sentiment Mr. Randall is a 
Republican, but his business has ever been 
such as to allow him no opportunity to take 
an active part in public affairs. He was a 
charter member of the first lodge of the Le- 
gion of Honor in this state, and has always 
been an earnest member of the Presbyterian 
church, serving as treasurer and trustee when 
the church was being built at Cedar Rapids. 
He is to-day the oldest railroad engineer 
in continuous service in the United States 
with one exception, the other being a gentle- 
man connected with the Union Pacific Rail- 
road. He is a man of exemplary habits, 
conmendable purpose and unbending integ- 
rity, and no citizen of Cedar Rapids is more 
honored or highly esteemed. 


JOSEPH DUSILL. 


Among Cedar Rapids’ honored residents 
is this well-known gentleman, who came 
to this city in 1856, and as a wagon and 
carriage manufacturer was actively identi- 
fied with its industrial interests for many 
years, but has now laid aside all his business 
cares to enjoy a well-earned rest at his pleas- 
ant home, No. 703 Fourth avenue. He 
was born in Bohemia, on Christmas day, 





1830, a son of Frank Dusill, whose life was 
devoted to the blacksmith’s trade in his na- 
tive land. There our subject acquired a 
fair education in the German and Bohemian 
languages, but his knowledge of English 
has been obtained through his own unaided 
efforts since coming to this country. In 
early life he learned the wagon and carriage 
maker’s trade, working two years as an ap- 
prentice, and twelve years at his trade the 
later part of the time as boss, having charge 
of a factory at Borno. 

In 1855 Mr. Dusill emigrated to the new 
world and in 1856 took up his residence in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, which was then little 
more than a crossroads village. After work- 
ing at lus trade for two years, he commenced 
the manufacture of wagons and carriages 
for himself, making carriages principally. 
He began business in a small way, but en- 
larged his facilities from year to year untib 
he had a large factory located on Third ave- 
nue and Third street, and employed on an 
average of eight men for several years. His 
factory became noted for the superior quality 
of the work turned out, and he built up a 
large trade in this and adjoining states. 
After forty years in active business here, he 
retired in 1898 to enjoy the fruits of former 
toil. Besides his factory he built two good 
residences in Cedar Rapids, and is to-day 
quite well-to-do. 

Mr. Dusill was married in Iowa City, 
June 4, 1857, to Miss Antonia Pecka, who 
was also born in Bohemia, April 24, 1838, 
and came to this country when a young lady 
on the same ship with Mr. Dusill, the voy- 
age taking forty days. They have two 
children living: Josephine, wife of W. F. 
Severa, of Cedar Rapids; and Katie, wife 
of John Kale, a business man of that city. 
The children of the family now deceased 
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were Anthony, who was engaged in the 
drug business in Cedar Rapids at the time of 
his death in 1888; Francis, who was also 
married and living in Cedar Rapids when 
he died in 1894; and three whio died in child- 
hood. Forty-one years ago Mr. and Mrs. 
Dusill moved onto the block where they 
have since lived. It was then out in the 
country but now is in the best resident part 
of the city. 

In politics Mr. Dusill is independent, 
endeavoring to support the best men for the 
office, regardless of party ties. He cast his 
first presidential vote for James Buchanan, 
and has never missed a presidential election 
since that time. He 1s a loyal and devoted 
citizen of his adopted country, and is always 
willing to give his aid and support to any 
enterprise Which he believes will prove of 
public benefit. 


— lp 


GEORGE A. COBBAN. 


George A. Cobban has been one of the 
important factors in the business circles of 
Marion, Iowa, for many years, and his life 
‘s an exemplification of the term “ the dig- 
nity of labor.” The possibilities that the 
United States offers to her citizens he has 
utilized, and though he came to this country 
a poor boy he has steadily and perseveringly 
worked his way upward, leaving the ranks 
of the many to stand among the successful 
few. 

Mr. Cobban was horn on the 8th of May. 
1834, in Inverness, Canada East, a son of 
Robert and Mary (Anderson) Cobban, both 
of whom were natives of Scotland, and the 
latter a daughter of Captain Anderson, of 
Aberdeen. In early life the father of our 
subject was. connected with a publishing 
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house of that city, and for a number of 
years was editor of the Aberdeen Chronicle. 
In 1830 he emigrated to Canada, where he 
followed farming throughout the remainder 
of his life. Both he and his wife died there, 
our subject being only eight years old when 
the mother passed away. In the family were 
eleven children, namely: John A., Robert, 
William F., Mary Ann, Julia, Jessie, George 
A., Charles, Joseph, Simon and Joanna. 
Only four of the number are now living. 
Being an ambitious lad George A. Cob 
ban asked his father’s permission to come 
to the United States when fifteen years of 
age, but was told that he was too young to 
start out in life for himself. Being given 
a small piece of land to work, he made fifty 
cents from the products he raised thereon, 
and with th’s capital he decided to come to 


- the United States. Accordingly one night 


in June, 1850, he left home to seek his for- 
tune, having first told his sister Jessie, who 
prepared him a lunch. The following day 
he walked thirty miles before sunset, and 
spent the night in a tavern. The second day 
he traveled forty miles, and after sleeping 
all night on the floor of an inn he walked 
thirty miles on the third day, arriving at 
Derby, on the Vermont line, at sundown. 
After buying five cents worth of crackers 
he found that he had only ten cents of Ins 
half-dollar remaining. He started out to 
look for work, but found none and slept that 
night on the floor of the Derby House. He 
was told by the clerk that there was 4 farmer 
living ten miles from town who was in need 
of a hoy, and without a bite to eat he started 
for the place, only to find that the place had 
already been taken. He inquired for work 
at different places along the way, but found 
none. At length becoming discouraged, 4 
well as tired and hungry, he entered a fi 
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where a man was plowing, and again asked 
for employment. On being told that the 
man had no work for him he broke down, 
and large tears rolled down his cheeks. The 
kind-hearted farmer then questioned him, 
and on learning his story took him to the 
house and gave him something to eat. Mr. 
Cobban offered his last te: cents for the 
meal. On reaching town the hotel clerk told 
him that Colonel Kilbourne, across the line 
in Canada, might give him work, although 
he disliked to return to Canada he saw that 
this was his only chance and again started 
out. He was hired for one month at six dol- 
lars, and at the end of that time was per- 
suaded to stay a few months longer at seven 
dollars per month. 

Having saved twenty dollars from his 
wages, Mr. Cobban started for Boston on 
the 1st of October, 1850. He walked the 
first day to McEndos Falls, a distance of 
thirty miles, then the terminus of the Ver- 
mont Central Railroad. He met some boys 
who told him that there was a lumber train 
going that night to Wells River, fifteen miles 
below, and if he waited he could ride on the 
lumber . He had never seen a railroad or 
a car previous to this time. He rode to 
Weils River, and was not discovered by the 
conductor until arriving at that place. The 
following morning he decided to proceed to 
Boston, but arrived at the depot just in time 
to see the train pull out. He ran after it a 
Short distance, calling for it to stop, but as 
it failed to heed him he had to wait until the 
next morning. On reaching Boston he pur- 
chased some new clothes, and then took a 
train for West Newbury, Massachusetts, 
Where his brother William was living. He 
remained with hima short time and attenced 
school. The following spring he joined his 
brother John, in Holliston, that state, and 





there worked one year pegging brogands at 
five dollars per month for thefirst six months, 
and ten dollars per month for the remaining 
time. Mr. Cobban next found employment 
at cutting sole leather in a shoe factory. and 
from that time on he has steadily prospered, 
until he is to-day one of the most substantial 
and prominent business men of his com- 
munity. He served for some time as fore- 
mail of a large boot and shoe factory in the 
east. 

At the age of twenty Mr. Cobban visited 
his old home in Canada, and spent one eve- 
ning with his father’s family without being 
known, so much had he changed in the years 
of his. absence. In 1860 he went to Scot- 
land to see his relatives there, but not meet- 
ing with a kindly reception he soon returned 
a wiser and happier man. His relatives 
there belonged to the aristocratic classes, and 
did not take very kindly to American ideas. 
While calling on his mother’s sister, he was 
asked what profession he followed, and on 
his replying that he was only a mechanic, he 
was told that he need not take the trouble 
to call again. He was giad to return to a 
country where any honest occupation was 
respected and where there was ino such false 
ideas of respectability. 

The shoe firm for whom Mr. Cobban 
worked failed in 1861 and he was compelled 
to take notes for the amount due him at that 
time. ‘He had previously saved three hun- 
dred dollars, and with that and what was due 
him he had intended to embark in business 
for himself. He was greatly disappointed 
therefore on being unable to obtain the latter 
amount, but not discouraged. He decided 
to come to Iowa and select some growing 
town where he believed he could succeed in 
business. ‘ Believing that Marion would 
prove a good location, he bought about fif- 
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teen hundred dollars worth of boots and 
shoes on time and shipped the same to Cedar 
Rapids. The freight charges on the goods 
amounted to fifty-two dollars, and as he had 
only seventeen dollars, he proposed to leave 


a part of the Stock as security in Mr. Bever’s 
warehouse, but that gentleman being a good 


judge of human nature told Mr. Cobban he. 


could take all his goods and give him a due 
bill for the amount, which our subject paid 
two days later. By extensive advertising 
and close attention to business he met all his 
obligations in this way before the bills were 
due, and built up a large and prosperous 
business. He removed his store to -Cedar 
Rapids in 1880, but has always made his 
home in Marion, and continued in active 
business until 1889, being one of the largest 
wholesale boot and shoe dealers in Lowa. 
He also employed several shoemakers and 
in this way placed a large amount of custom- 
made shoes on the market. Since 1889 he 
has been interested in Butte, Montana, real 
estate, loans and mining, and in tls under- 
taking has been also successful. He also 
deals largely in Cedar Rapids property, and 
‘s one of the leading business men of Linn 
county. 

On the 16th of November, 1865, Mr. 
Cobban was united in marriage with Miss 
Marcia B. Todd, of St. Stephens, New 
Brunswick. Her. father was Hon. William 
Todd, a highly respected and prominent Citi- 
ven of that place, and a life-long meimber of 
the provincial parliament. He was appointed 
by the Queen as member of the executive 
council of the Confederation of Provinces, 
but owing to ill health never accepted. He 
was largely interested in railroads and other 
business enterprises, and was president of 
the St. Stephens Bank and of the New 
Brunswick & Canada Railroad. He died 


August 5, 1873, at the age of seventy years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cobhan are the parents of 
fve children, namely: Harry, born October 
29, 1869, died at the age of seven and a 
half years; Mabel, born July 9, 1871, died 
at the age of one year and a half; Neva L, 
born July 2, 1873, '8 the wife of H. 5. 
Scampton, who lives with our subject and 1s 
an engineer on the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St Paul Railroad; Alice M., born May 5, 
1879, is at home, and George T., born May 
8, 1880, is now at home. 

Mr. Cobban built lis present home in 
Marion in 1866, and has since made a num- 
ber of additions and improvements to the 


place. He also erected a brick business 


block in that city in 1872, and has been prom 
inently identified with the growth and de 
velopment of the place. In his religious 
views he is liberal and in politics 1s an at 
dent Republican. Coming to the United 
States without capital) he deserves great 
credit for his success.in life. He has always 
made the most of his opportunities, and by 


‘straightforward, fonorable dealing has S& 


cured the public confidence and the public 


. patronage. He has accumulated a hand- 


some property, and his life illustrates what 
can be accomplished through industry, P& 
severance, good management and a deter 
mination to succeed. 


a 
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HON. JOHN T. HAMILTON. — 


Honored and respected by all, there s 
no man in Cedar Rapids who occupies ¢ 
more enviable position in mercantile 2 
nancial circles than John T.- Hamilton, 1% 
alone on account of the brilliant succes? he 
has achieved, but also on account of the hom 





J. T. HAMILTON. 
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Orable, straightforward business policy he 
has ever followed. 

A native of Illinois, he was born in Gen- 
eseo, Henry county, on the 16th of October, 
1843, and is a son of James Steele Hamil- 
ton, whose birth occurred in Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvania, June 12, 1812. His 
paternal grandiather, Alexander Hamilton, 
was born in Ireland of Scotch ancestry. The 
father grew to manhood in his native state, 
and about 1839 removed to Henry county, 
Illinois, where he married Miss Mary E. 
Taylor, a native of Antrim, New Hamp- 
shire, and a daughter of Andrew Taylor, 
who was also one of the pioneer settlers of 
Henry county. There the father of our sub- 
ject engaged in farming throughout the 
greater part of his active business life, and 
there he died in 1889, though he had lived 
for a few years in Benton county, Iowa. He 
was: always a Democrat in politics and a 
Presbyterian in religious belief. His wife is 
still living. Of their five children John T., 
of this review, is the oldest ; W. W. and 
Porter are also residents of Cedar Rapids; 
Sarah E. is the wife of \Villiam Orr, of 
Geneseo, Illinois; and James W.. died at 
Coggon, this county, in 1895. 

John T. Hamilton began his education 
in a small log school house, and later at- 
tended the Geneseo Seminary. He remained, 
under the parental roof until reaching man- 
hood, and from 1864 until 1868 was in the 
fire insurance business in Geneseo. On the 
2d of February of the latter year he came 
to Cedar Rapids, and formed a partnership 
with A. T. Averill, under the firm name of 
Averill & Hamilton, as dealers in farm ma- 
chinery, seeds and coal on North First street, 
where they continued to carry on business 
ma frame building until 1873, when they 
built a batt of what is known as the Mer- 
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chants block, now a. part of the Fair, and 
removed to that Jocation. A year later Mr. 
Averill sold his interest to J. R. Amidon, and 
business was successfully conducted under 
the style of Hamilton & Amidon. Needing 
more comimodious quarters,, in 1883, they 
erected a larger block at the corner of First 
street and Third avenue, where they did busi- 
ness until 1891, when our subject’s brothers 
purchased Mr. .Amidon’s interest, and the 
name was changed to Hamilton Brothers. 
In 1899 they built a fine four-story brick 
block, one hundred and twenty, feet square, 
exclusively for their own use. . They handle 
seeds, coal and all kinds of vehicles, and do 
a large wholesale business which extends 
throughout the state. 

Mr. Hamilton has not confined his at- 
tention alone to this line of trade, but has 
become prominent in banking circles. He 
was a stockholder of the City National Bank, 
and one of the organizers of the Cedar 
Rapids Savings Bank, which was the first 
savings bank established in the city. Its 
capital stock has been increased from fifty 
to one hundred thousand dollars, and it now 
Has a surplus of thirty-five thousand dollars, 
while its deposits amount to one million 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
which is the heaviest of any savings bank 
in the city. They began business at No. & 
First street, but in 1896 removed to their 
new six-story building, the two Jower stories 
of which are of Sioux Falls jasper, The 
vaults are all steel lined. Mr. Hamilton. has 
served as president of this bank since its in- 
corporation, and not a little of its success 
is due to his able management and sound 
judgment. In 1898 the old City National 
Bank was re-organized as the Citizens Na- 
tional Bank, of which he was a director, but. 
he finally sold his interests there, and bought. 
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stock in the Merchants National Bank, of 
which he was elected president in July, 1899. 
It has a capital stock of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars and is the oldest national bank 
in the city, as well as one of the most solid 
Gnancial institutions in the state. Mr. Ham- 
ilton was one of the re-organizers of the 
Cedar Rapids Light & Power Compaty, of 
which he was president from January, 1893; 
until selling out his interest in the same In 
December, 1899, and he made the enterprise 
an eminent Success. 

On the 16th of October, 1873, Mr. Ham- 
‘ton married Miss Sarah A. Jones, of 5t. 
Andrews, Quebec, and of the four children 
born to them two are still living, namely: 
James E., who is now assistant cashier of 
the Merchants National Bank; and Mahel 
Faun. Our subject attends and supports the 
Episcopal church, of which his wife is an 
earnest member, and he has served as vesiry- 
man inthe same. The family is quite prom- 
dnent socially. 

In his fraternal relations Mr. Hamilton 
;5 a member of Crescent Lodge, No. 25, F. 
& A. M., of which he was master three years; 
has also served as high priest of Trowell 
Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.; is a mem- 
ber of iowa Consistery, No. 1; and 
Apollo Commandery, No. 26, K. T., of 
which he was the first commander, and 
held that office two terms. He was also 
a charter member of Star of the West Lodge, 
No. 1, K. P. He is one of the prominent 
Democrats of the city and in 1878 was 
elected mayor, in which capacity he served 
for one year. He wasa member of the board 
of supervisors for three years early in the 
’8os, and during that period bridges were 
built across the Cedar river at First avenue, 
Cedar Rapids, Center Point and Palo. For 
six years he was a prominent member of 
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the Iowa legislature, and was speaker of the 
twenty-third general assembly. In 1890 he 
was elected to congress from the fifth dis- 
trict of Lowa, and took his seat in December, 
1891, becoming a member of several 1m- 
portant committees. He was a candidate for 
re-election, but his district being strongly 
Republican he was defeated. As a business 
man he possesses untiring energy, 1s quick 
of perception, forms his plans readily and is 
determined in their execution; and his close 
application to business and his excellent 
management have bronght to him the high 
degree of prosperity which is to-day hus. 
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JOHN B. SCOTT. 


After many years of active labor, first 
as a contractor and builder, and later a54 
farmer, John B. Scott is now living a te 
tired life in Marion, lowa, enjoying a well- 
earned rest. He was born in Knox county, — 
Ohio, on the 12th of August, 1525, and 18 | 
a worthy representative of a promtinent pie 
neer family of that state. His father, Allen 
Scott, was born in York county, Pennsyl- | 
vania, April 17, 1780, of Scotch-Irish ance : 
try, and was married, January 21, 1808, 0 
Jane Newell, who was born in Washingte! 
county, Cross Creek village, that state, No 
vember 8, 1784. Soon after their marriage 
they removed to Ohio, making the journey 
on horse back, and settled on a heavily tit 
bered tract of land in Knox county, whee | 
they endured many of the hardships and p& 
vations incident to pioneer life. In tho® 
early days people coming west alway? 9 
tled in the woods, shunning the prairie Jana 
where fever and ague was More prevalett 
To clear the land and convert it into W 
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cultivated fields was an arduous task, but 
the spirit of adventure which filled the sails 
of the Mayflower has ever been the soul of 
American pioneer enterprise, and has been 
the means of making this nation one of the 
greatest on earth. Largely by his own work 
Allen Scott opened up farms in Knox coun- 
ty, Ohio, where he continued to make his 
home until death. He had a fine orchard of 
thirty acres of apple and peach trees, and in 
those early days gave away thousands of 
bushels of his best fruit to those who had 
none. He always took a great delight in 
fruit culture, and was never more happy than 
When distributing his apples and peaches 
ainong the poor. At present in that part of 
Ohio peaches cannot be raised, and the apple 
crop is poor. Mr. Scott was a very kind- 
hearted man of generous and noble limpulses, 
and no one ever had a truer friend or bet- 
ter neighbor than he. For a number of years 
he was an elder in the Presbyterian church, 
but on account of the slavery question the 
elders of the church to which he belonged 
formed a free church, which was Jater 
merged into the Congregational church, 
which is now the leading church of Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio. He was a Strong abolition- 
ist, and a soldier of the war of 1812. His 
wife was a member of the same church and 
Was a most estimable lady. She died while 
on @ visit to her son jn Marion, Iowa, in 
1855, at the age of seventy-two years, but 
his death occurred in Mt. Vernon, Knox 
county, Ohio, in 1848, when sixty-eight 
years of age. 

In the family of this worthy couple were 
ten children,of whom only our subject and his 
oldest sister. Mary, are now living. She is 
the widow of Israel Murphy, and the mother 
of ten children, Although ninety years of 
age she is well] preserved both in mind and 


body, except that her hearing is somewhat 
impaired. Recently she came alone from 
Hastings, Nebraska, to Chariton. Iowa, and 
13 now spending the winter with her brother. 
The names and dates of birth of those of the 
family now deceased are Hugh, March 27, 
1809; Margaret, February 19, 181 3; Eliza 
J., married George W. Madden, and died 
in Plumas county, California, in 1815; 
Eleanor, 1817; James A., a farmer of Linn 
county, March 24, 1820; Thomas S., Oc- 
tober 2, 1822; and Harriet, March 15, 1829, 
died in the spring of 1900. 

John B. Scott’s early educational advan- 
tages were somewhat meager, as it was then 
believed by most people that the study of 
the “three R’s” was sufficient for most boys. 
When nearly grown, however, he attended 
an academy for three months. While there 
he koarded with his uncle, Judge McGib- 
boney, who kept a station on the famous 
“underground railroad.” For nine days 
nine negroes were concealed under hay in the 
Judge’s barn, and our subject carried food 
to them. They were almost white, having 
very little African blood in their veins, and 
were among the finest looking men phiysic- 
ally that Mr. Scott has ever seen, but their 
mother was a slave and! consequently they 
were held in bondage. They had escaped 
from their master in Virginia and were on 
their way to Canada, when cared for by 
Judge McGibboney. 

At the age of twenty-one Mr. Scott com- 
menced learning the brickmason’s trade, 
which he followed in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, fop 
about nine years. He then, in February, 
1853, located in Muscatine, Iowa, where he 
remained until July 3, 1854. It was on that 
date that he came to Marion. Here he fol- 
lowed his trade for five years, and among 
the buildings he erected is the Hotel Daniels. 
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In October, 1859, he located on his farm 
in Marion township, where he has four hun- 
dred and twenty acres of yaluable land on 
sections 8 and 17, well improved with good 
buildings. In connection with farming he 
engaged in stock raising, his specialty being 
shorthorn cattle, of which he had a fine herd. 
He continued active farming until the spring 
of 1890, when he removed to Marion and 
purchased a confortable home on the cor 
ner of Eleventh street and Fourteenth ave- 
nue, where he has since resided. 

On the 14th of April, 1855, in Wash- 
ington county, lowa, Mr. Scott married Miss 
Mary E. Rissler, who was born twelve miles 
from Winchester, in Clark county, Virginia, 
July, 29, 1825. Her father, John Rissler, 
was born March 6, 1790, and died Novem- 
ber 24, 1878. He was married December 
14. 1814, to Catherine Madden, who died 
June 28, 1832, when Mrs. Scott was quite 
young. The father’s people being mostly 
of the Quaker faith. 
seven children, namely: Sarah J. and Har- 
riet C., twins, the former of whom mar- 
ried Harrison Wiggins, and lived in Penn- 
sylvania, where ter death occurred, while 
the latter died young; Phebe A., who mar- 
ried Stephen Snider, and both are now de- 
ceased; William L., a resident of Tarkio, 
Missouri; Mary E., wife of our subject; 
John, who died at the age ot seventeen years, 
and Eliza, wife of Brown Hadden, who lives 
near Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott have four children : 
(1) Henry A., residing on the home farm, 
married Sarah Wiggins, and they have three 
children, Bertha, Harry B. and Donald. 
(2) Edward, who has been cashier of the 
Security Savings Bank of. Cedar Rapids 
since its organization, married Jessie Loper, 
and they have one child, Dorothy, (3) Lucy 


In their family were. 


E. married W. W. Vaughn, a prominent 
Stock dealer of Marion township, and they 
have four children, Howard, Edward, Mary 
and Ruth. (4) John B. isa resident of Ta- 
coma, Washington. 

Mr. Scott and his wife both hold mem- 
bership in the Congregational church, and 
he is also connected with the Masonic fra- 
ternity. At one time he was also a member 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and took an active interest in the same. He 
was one of the organizers of the Republican 
party in this county, and has always been 
one of its stanch supporters, but never a pol- 
‘ticlan in the sense of office seeking. He 
las served aS road master and school di; 
rector for many years, but has never cared 
for political honors. He lias also been a di- 
rector of the First National Bank of Ma- 


-ion and of the Agricultural Society. Asa - 


citizen he ever stands ready to discharge 
any duty devolving upon him, and justly de 
serves the high regard in which he is held — 
by all who know him. | 
| 


——_ $e _ 


JAMES DAVIS. | 
Among those who valiantly fought fot 
the preservation of the Union during te 
dark days of the Civil war.were many whe 
were only adopted sons of Aimerica. To this 
class belonged James Davis, who is now li 
ing a retired life in Mt. Vernon. He w® | 
born in County Donegal, Ireland, Aug 
12, 1829, his parents being George and Str 
sannalt (Fisher) Davis, natives of the sai 
county, who emigrated to America in Oc? 
ber, 1854. | They landed in Philadelphia, a4 
made their home in that city until the # 
ther’s death in the spring of 1856. The 
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following fall the mother and children re- 
moved to Jones county, Iowa, where she 
died in 1894. Both parents were faithful 
members of the Presbyterian church. Of 
the eleven children born to them nine‘are still 
living, namely: James, of this review, is the 
Oldest; Thomas I’. married Jane Kepler and 
is a retired farmer of Mt. Vernon; \William 
married Ruth Fisher and is a retired farmer 
of Cedar Rapids; Martha is the wife of John 
McPherson, of Jones county, Iowa; Ruth is 
the wife of Jolin Fink, of Lisbon ; George W.° 
is represented on another page of this vol- 
ume; Belle is the wife of Daniel Connor, who 
lives near Mechanicsville, Cedar county, 
Iowa; Jane is the wife of John Oldham, of 
Pierre, Oklahoma; and John A., born in the 
old cqurt house at Marion, wedded Jude 
Chipman and resides in Dorchester, Ne- 
braska. 

James Davis received but a limited edu- 
cation in the public schools of his native 
land. In 1848, in company with his brother 
Thomas, he came to the United States, and 
spent some time in Philadelphia, where he 
engaged in teaming. He then came to Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, in 1852, and was engaged tn 
farming upon rented land until the Civil war 
broke out. 

Mr. Davis enlisted in Company F, Thir- 
teenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and after 
being mustered in at Davenport went to 
Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, and from there 
to Cairo. With his command he next went 
up the Tennessee river by steamboat and 
landed at Hamburg Landing. They took 
part in a number of skirmishes and the battle 
of Corinth under General Halleck. They 
were next in the engagement at Jacinto, and 
then marched back to Corinth, and later went 
into winter quarters at La Grange. In the 
spring they were with General Grant jn. 
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Mississippi, proceeding as far as Abbeyville, — 
and then returned to La Grange, where they 
remained four months. They next joined 
little Phil Sheridan, and took part in the 
battles of Bonneville and Johnstown. On 
the 11th of October, 1864, Mr. Davis re- 
ceived an honorable discharge and returned 
to Mt. Vernon and resumed farming. After 
lis matriage he operated a farm belonging 
to his wife, three miles west of Mt. Vernon, 
and retnained there for twenty years. On 
selling the place at the end of that time he 
removed to Mt. Vernon, and has since lived 
retired on account of ill health. 

At Springville, Iowa, January 23, 1868, 
Mr. Davis was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Ann Clark, who was born in Loraine 
county, Ohio, December 7, 1837. Her par- 
ents, Oliver and Electa (Wilcox) Clark, 
were born, reared and married in Connecti- 
cut. Later they spent some time in Ohio, 
and in 1840 came to Iowa, locating on a 
farm in Franklin township, Linn county, 
two miles west of Mt. Vernon, making their 
home there until death. The father died 
January 13, 1871, and the mother passed 
away January 13, 1881. They had twelve 
children, namely: Julia married Elisha 
Williams, and both died in Franklin’ town- 
ship; Julius was killed in the war of the 
Rebellion; Oliver, deceased, married Bar- 
bara Brice, who lives on a farm in Frank- 
lin township; Jane married Chauncey Neal, 
of Linn township, and both are now de- 
ceased; Luther, deceased, married Mildred 
Wilhoit, a resident of Franklin township; 
Elizabeth married Thomas Maclehenny, and 
both are now dead; Huldah married Dettnis 
Tryon, of California, and both are now de- 
ceased; David wedded Mary Ann Boxwell, 
and resides in Linn Grove: Edwin married 
Margaret Jordan and resides near Marion; 
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one died in infancy; Mary Ann is the wife 
of our subject; and Caroline is the wife of 
Jacol) Easterly, of Kossuth county, Iowa. 

Politically Mr. Davis is identified with 
the Republican party, and socially is a meni- 
ber of W. C. Dimmick Post, G. A. R., of 
Mt. Vernon. He and h's wife attend the 
Presbyterian church, and are people of the 
highest respectability who have a large cir- 
cle of friends and acquaintances in Linn 
county. 


—_—_—__4-+@_———- 


W. F. SEVERA. 


A brilliant example of a self-made Amer- 
ican citizen and a grand exemplification of 
the progress that an anth:tious fore’'sner can 
make in this country of unbounded oppor- 
tunities, is shown in the case of W. F. 
Severa, a well-known manufacturing phar- 
macist of Cedar Rapids. His singular suc- 
cess is due to his own energy and the high 
ideal which his lofty and laudable ambition 
placed before him. Success in any walk of 
life is an indication of earnest endeavor and 
persevering effort,—characteristics that he 
possesses inn an eminent. degree. 

Mr. Severa was born in Bohemia, Sep- 
tember 3, 1853, and is a son of John and 
Anna Severa, also natives of that country, 
where the father devoted his entire life to 
farming and-died at the age of fifty-three 
years. Subsequently the widowed mother 
came to America and spent her last days in 
Cedar Rapids, where she passed away when 
nearly eighty years of age. Our subject 1s 
the youngest in their family of seven chil- 
dren, all of whom grew to maturity and 
cam2 to the new world. 

Mr. Severa of this review was educated 
in the commion schools of his native land and 
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was fifteen years of age when he crossed the 
broad Atlantic and settled at Racine, Wis- 
consin, where he first worked as a farm hand 
for his board, but later was given five dollars 
per month. After two years spent in this 
way he learned the trade of trunk manutfac- 
turing in the city of Racine, and devoted his 
time to that occupation for seven years. 

In 1876 Mr. Severa came to Cedar Rap- 
ids, where he engaged in the trunk business 
for one year, and for the following four 
years clerked in a drug store in Belle Plaine, 
Benton county, during which time he tlior- 
oughly mastered’ the business. Having 
saved a little money, le embarked in the 
drug business on Iris own account at Cedar 
Rapids, in 1880, with a very lintited stock, 
which he gradually increased as his means 
permitted and his trade grew. After a time 
he commenced manufacturing proprietary 
medicines and doing a wholesale puisiness, 
and now employs two traveling salesmen, 
who cover the western and central states. 
He also sells to druggists in all of the large 
cities of the country, including New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston and Chi- 
cago, and lis mail order trade is quite €X 
tensive. In 1892 he started the Bohemian 
State Bank at Cedar Rapids, which? was 
afterward changed to the Bohemian Amet- 
ican Savings Bank, and in 1898 was consoli- 
dated with the City National Bank and the 
name changed to the American Trust & Sav- 
ings Bank. For six years he was president 
of the Bohemian American Savings Bank, 
and is now a stockholder in the Americal 
Trust & Savings Bank, and Citizens National 
Bank. He was a director of the Security 
Savings Bank until 1893, when he resigned 
to take charge of his own banking Jpusiness. 
He conducts a printing office in connection 
with his drug business, publishing his ow? 
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circulars and smal] bills, and issues an alma- 
nac of over One-half million copies printed 
in nine different languages. 

On the 6th of July, 1881, Mr. Severa 
married Miss Josephine Dusil, a native of 
Cedar Rapids, and a daughter of Joseph 
Dusil, one of the early settlers of the city, 
who is represented on another page of this 
volume. Prior to her marriage Mrs. Severa 
taught in the public schools of Cedar Rapids 
for some years. Our subject and his wife 
have two children: Lumir and Zulina, both 
now in school. 

Politically Mr. Severa is a Democrat, 
but in 1896 voted for William McKinley, 
the Republican candidate for president. As 
a boy of fifteen years he came to America 
alone empty-handed, in fact he had to borrow 
the money to pay his railroad fare from New 
York to Racine, Wisconsin. He was not 
only without means but was unable to speak 
the English language. While working as 
a trunk maker in Racine, he managed to 
save a little from his meager wages to buy 
books, and attended a private night school 
for a time, it being his ambitious desire to 
hecome conversant with the ways and Jan- 
guage of America. From a humble posi- 
tion he has steadily worked his way upward 
to a position of affluence, and his success is 
due entirely to his own well-directed. ener- 
getic efforts for he is a man of good busi- 


ness ability, sound judgment and keen dis- 
crintnation. 


MARTIN ZINKULA. 


This well-to-do and successful farmer, 
whose home is on sections 18 and 19, Frank- 
lin township, was born in Austria, Novem- 
ber Io, 1849, and was fixe years of age when 





he came to the United States with his par- 
ents, Jacob and Barbara (Pesek) Zinkula, 
also natives of Austria. The family located 
in Johnson county, Iowa, where the mother 
cied April 12, 1884. but the father is still 
living at the age of eighty years. In their 
family were four children, namely: Joseph, 
who married Josephine Kral and resides in 
Cedar township, Jolmson county; Martin, 
our subject; John, who married Frances 
Krob, and lives on the old homestead farm 
in Johnson county; and Mary, wife of John 
W. Brush, of Bertram township, Linn 
county. 

On first coming to this country the fam- 
ily located in Iowa City, where they spent 
eight years, and our subject attended its 
public schools. They then removed to a 
farm in Cedar township, Johnson county, 
where the father purchased sixty-eight acres 
of land, and Martin assisted in its cultivation 
until twenty-two years of age. On the 8th 
of February, 1872, in Iowa City, he was 
married by Father Emmons to Miss Joseph- 
ine Vetengle, who was born in Bohemia, 
Austria, August 15, 1853, and they have be- 
come the parents of four children: Mary I., 
born in Cedar county, Iowa, March 11, 1875, 
was married, April 27, 1898, to Jaines Mar- 
shek, a farmer of that county; Emma F., 
born March 12, 1880; Ludwig, born March 
10, 1889, and George, born March 1, 1891, 
are all three at home. 

James Vetengle, Mrs. Zinkula’s father, 
was born in Bohemia, in 1817, and mar- 
ried Josephine Ruschek, also a nativa of 
that country. In 1866 they emigrated to 
America and took up their residence on a 
farm in Johnson county, Jowa, but later 
lived with Mrs. Zinkula, at whose home the 
mother died January 13, 1884, at the age of 
sixty years. The father is still living, how- 
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ever, and continues to reside with our sub- 
ject and his wife. In the family were three 
children of whom Mrs. Zinkula 1s the young- 
est. The others were James, who married 
Rosie Bebee, and resides in Cedar county, 
Iowa; and “John, who married Josephine 
Majer, and died in Linn county, November 
I, 1889: 

After his marriage Mr. Zinkula bought 
seventy acres of land m Cedar county, a 
log house being the only improvement upon 
the place at that time, but he soon placed the 
land under a high state of ‘cultivation and 
erected a good set of farm buildings thereon. 
At the end of fifteen years he sold that farm 
and purchased one hundred and twenty-three 
acres of land on sections 18 and 19. Franklin 
township, Linn county, upon which he built 
a commodious and pleasant residence, a large 
barn and other ‘otitbuildings, making it one 
one of the best improved farms’ in ‘the lo- 
cality. 

When Mr. Zinkula first came to Lowa 
there were no railroads in the state, and the 
family made the trip from Davenport to lowa 
City in a covered wagon. 
large number’ of Indians used to visit the 


latter city several times each year. Many. 


of the early settlers lived from five to ten 
miles apart, and would have to drive to 
Davenport to mill, it requiring One week to 
make the trip. All farm work -was done 


with oxen, and it usually took four yoke of 


cattle to break prairie. After his marriage 
My. Zinkula did his trading in Iowa City, 
and although the distance was only sixteen 
miles he would start from home about one 
o'clock at night and arrive there at one 
the next day with his team of oxen. In 
early days wild game was plentiful, incind- 
ing wild goats and hogs, besides feathered 
game, and wolves often prowled round the 


At that time a. 
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louse at night, stealing chickens, etc. At 
one time they attacked a young man, Joe 
Brand, who fought them off by shaking his 
coat at them until he reached the house, when 
his friend ran out ‘with a gun and dog and 
saved his companion. When they first be 
gan farming all the planting, cutting of 
grain and hay was done by hand as it was” 
some years later before farm machinery was 
‘ntroditced into this section of Iowa. Such 
was the life of the early pioneers in this sec- 
tion of the state. Mr. Zinkula is a wide- 
awake, progressive business man, who has 
prospered in his farming operations, and 
besides his home place he now owns a tract 
of seventy-four acres of land east of his 
farm. He votes the Democratic ticket, and 
ig a member of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s 
Catholic chureh in Johnson county. 


A, B. DUMONT. 


For over half a century this gentleman 
has been a resident of Linn county, and has 
been prominently identified with 1ts Com 
iercial and political interests. He is now 
a leading business man of Marion, where he 
is engaged in the undertaking and furniture 
business. His life has been one of industry, 
and his business interests have been so malt 
aged as.to win for him the confidence of the 
public and the prosperity which should al- 
ways attend honorable effort. 

Mr. Dumont was born near New York 
city, July 19, 1824, a son of John B. and 
Elizabeth (Welch) Dumont, both of whom 
were natives of Greene county, New York, 
and of French Huguenot extraction. Im 1845 
the family caine to Lowa and settled néeat 
Martelle, Jones county, lowa. At that time 





A. B. DUMONT. 
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Cedar Rapids contained only three or four 
houses'and a sawmill, and most of the land 
was Still m-its primitive condition. The 
father died at the age of eighty-two years 
and the mother passed away two years later 
at the same age. They were the parents of 
five children, three of whom are still living : 
A. B., of this review; Frederick S., who 


resides on the old homestead near Martelle;. 


and Elida, wife of \W. J. Patterson, of Cedar 
Rapids. ‘Those deceased were Waldron B., 
who died in Cedar Rapids; and Sarah, who 
died in the early ’30s. 

Our subject was adopted by ‘his father’s 
sister and was reared near Auburn, New 
York. At the age of fourteen he com- 
menced learning the carpenter’s and mill- 
wright’s trades, to which he devoted his at- 
tention for some years. At Baldwinville, 
New York, he was married, October 13, 
1844, to Miss Julia A. Leffingwell, who was 
born near Rutland, Vermont, and the fol- 
lowing year they removed to Marion, Iowa. 
The same year her parents, Joseph and 
Bethia Leffingweil, also came west, and first 
located five miles east of town, and in 1849 
took up their residence in Marion. 

During his early residence in Marion 
Dumont worked at his trade, and erecte:| 
many of the early buildings of the town, 
but since 1860 has engaged in his present 
business. He drafted the frame work for 
the old court house, for which he never re- 
ceived any pay, though it was not the fault 
ot the county. When he first came to 
Marion the place contained about a dozen 
houses which were widely scattered, and he 
has therefore witnessed almost its entire 
growth and development. 
| During the gold excitement in California, 
In 1849, Mr. Dumont, in conipany with four 
other men, started from Marion with an ox- 


team, on April 27, and in October they 
made their first stop near Portland, Oregon, 
where he worked for six months, receiving 
hve dollars per day and board. On arrival 
at Fort Vancouver they disposed of their 
cattle. Six miles above Portland he erected 
a saw and gristmill for a large firm, and 
continued in their employ till June, 1850, 
when -he went by water to San Franscisco, 
as a passenger on a lumber vessel. It was a 
very unpleasant trip as the weather was 
stormy, and it required six weeks to make 
the voyage. After spending a few days in 
San Francisco, Mr. Dumont went to Sacra- 
mento on a prospecting tour, but not being 
pleased with the country he.decided to return 
home. He then took passage at San Fran- 
cisco, and on reaching the isthmus walked 
across to the Schagris river, a distance of 
twenty-four miles, thence by canoe to tlie 
eastern coast. He then proceeded by boat 
to New York, and after visiting friends in 
the Empire state for a few weeks returned to 
Marion after an absence of two years. He 
had been fairly successful while in the west 
and had no occasion to regret his trip. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dumont were born 
four children: Elizabeth married Emory 
Eggleston and died six months later at the 
age of twenty-one years; James W., an em- 
ploye of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad, residing in Marion, married Rhoda 
E. Lake, and they have one child, Elizabeth, 
who was married on Thanksgiving Day, 
1900, to Charley Frantz; John E., also a 
resident of Marion, wedded Julia E. Waters, 
and they have one child, John E. ;and Charles 
W., who is with his father in the store, mar- 
ried Rebecca Ie. Reicherd, and they have five 
children: Maude A., May, Amasa B., Jr., 
Frederick S. and Dorotha. 

Mir. Dumont and his family are- all 
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members of the Methodist Episcopal! church, 
and he has been officially connected with the 
same for years. Since 1846 he has affiliated 
with the Masonic fraternity; has filled all 
the offices in the blue lodge, including that of 
worshipful master; is also a member of 
the chapter and commandery; a thirty- 
second-degree Mason, and has been a del- 
egate to the grand lodge many times, be- 
ing well known in Masonic circles. Politi- 
cally he is an ardent supporter of the Repub- 
lican party, and his fellow citizens recogiiz- 
ing his worth and ability have called upon 
him to fill important official positions. He 
was elected county judge and while serving 
in that capacity the law was passed creating 
an auditor’s office, and ali county judges 
then in Office were appointed to fill the posi- 
tion, as our subject was the first auditor of 
Linn county. From 1858 until 1866 he was 
connected with the county recorder’s and 
county treasurer’s offices, and served as Jus- 
tice of the peace from 1858 until 1864. His 
official duties were always most capably and 
satisiactorily discharged, winning for him 
the commendation of all concerned. He 
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 
1862, but has never engaged in the practice 
of that profession. However, he ‘has never 
employed an attorney in ‘his own affairs, but 
has attended to his own legal business. He 
‘sa man of more than ordinary ability, sound 
judgment and keen discrimination, and gen- 
erally carries forward to successiul com- 
pletion whatever he undertakes. 


——»> +o 


SAMUEL A. KURTZ. 


In past ages the history of a country was 
the record of wars and conquests; to-day it 
is the record of commercial activity, and 
those whose names are foremost in its annals 
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are the leaders in business circles. The 
conquests now made are those of mind over 
matter, not man Over man, and the victor 1s 
he who can successfully e.tablis4, control 
and operate extensive comercial interests. 
Prominent among the enterprising, energetic 
and prosperous business men of Linn county 
is Samuel A. Kurtz, whose whole life has 
been spent at Lisbon. 

He was born in that place, December 15, 
1854, a son of John E. and Esther (Her- 
shey) Kurtz, both natives of Lancaster coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, in which state the fam- 
ily was founded over two centuries ago. 
In the east the father worked at the cabinet- 
maker’s trade and engaged in the manufac 
ture of lumbre. It was in the spring of 
1847 that he came to Linn county, lowa, 
and took up his residence on the present Site 
of Lisbon, where he followed farming for 
several years and later engaged in merchan- 
dising and milling, though his last days were 
spent in retirement from active business. 
He built what was known as the Golden 
Sheaf Mill. During the Civil war he served 
as postmaster of Lishon, and represented his 
district in the state legislature in 1856. He 
died in May, 1900, honored and respected 
by all who knew him. The mother of ouf 
subject passed away In 1876. They were the 
parents of nine children, namely : Christian 
H., who is represented on another page of 
this volume; John H., who died in 1860, at 
the age of nineteen years, Barbara A., wile 
of Joel C. Ringer, of Lisbon; Henry Clay, 
also a resident of that place; Abraham E., of 
Chicago; David H., of Cedar Rapids: Liz 
zie, wife of J. F. Hahn, of Cedar Rapids; 
Mary, who died when about nine yeats of 
age; Samuel A., our subject. 

Samuel A. Kurtz obtained his early edu- 
cation in the district schools of Lisbon, and 
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later spent two years at Corneil College, 
Mt. Vernon. He entered upon his business 
career as a clerk, and in 1876 became a 
member of the firm of H. C.& S. A. Kurtz, 
dry-goods merchants of Lisbon, being con- 
nected with that business until 1892. For 
several years he was engaged in getting out 
railroad ties and lumber, during which time 
he cleared over two thousand acres of timber 
land within a radius of six miles of Lisbon, 
and kept constantly in his employ from fifty 
to seventy-five men, cutting, hauling and pil- 
ing the wood. Most of this he sold to the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Com- 
pany, and furnished to the same company 
its piling used between Clinton and Jeffer- 
son, Iowa, a cdlistance of two hundred miles. 
He continued in that business until 1897, 
and still does something along that line burt 
not so extensively. He is now carrying on 
business in Lisbon as a dealer in lumber, 
wood, coal, sewer pipe, fire brick and fire 
clay, and has built up an excellent trade. 
For the past ten years Mr. Kurtz has also 
heen interested in real estate and owns a 
large amount of land in the city and sur- 
rounding country. He has improved con- 
siderable property in Lishon which he has 
sold on contract, and has recently platted 
one of the finest ad:litions to the city, it being 
known at Kurtz & Stuckslager’s addition, 
Which embraces about ten acres. Our sub- 
ject has several other preces of property 
which he eventually intends to lay out in 
town lots, and has made many substantial 
improvements in various parts of the city. 
He is also connected with the Lisbon Tele- 
Phone Company, and is a member of its board 
of directors. This company is now con- 
structing a line from Lisbon to Solon, and 


has a large patronage among the farmers of 
Franklin township. . 


On the 21st of February, 1878, at Lis- 
bon, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Kurtz and Miss Ellen M. Auracher, a native 
of Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Gotlieb 
Auracher, who was a prominent man! of 
Lisbon, now-deceased. By this union were 
born three children who are still living, 
namely: Clara, wife of T. Macey Lee, a 
druggist of Lisbon; Bessie and Esther, both 
at home. 

The Republican party has always found 
in Mr. Kurtz a stanch supporter of its 
principles, but he has never cared for po- 
litreal honors. He has held nearly all of 
the township offices, and has served as alder- 
man of the city for several years and is still 
filling that position. As a citizen he is pre- 
eminently public-spirited and progressive, 
and his connection with various business en- 
terprises and industries have advanced the 
interests of his town and county in no un- 
certain manner. The history of such a man 
cannot fail to be of wide-spread interest for 
he ranks high in commercial circles. 


————~# eS 


MARTIN BECK. 


Martin Beck, of the firm of Beck & Son, 
manufacturers of all kinds of business 
wagons, wagonettes, carriages and omni- 
buses, at Cedar Rapids, with also a depart- 
ment for the manufacture of automobiles, 
was born in Stein Buckenheim, the province 
of Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, on Christ- 
mas day, 4842, and is a son of Chris Beck, 
who spent lus entire life there and was en- 
gaged in business for himself as a_black- 
smith. Our subject is the youngest in a 
faintly of six sons, of whom only two are 
now living, the other being Mark, a weil-to- 
do resident of Albion, Noble county, In- 
diana. 


fo2 
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During his boyhood Martin Beck attend- 
ed the schools of his native land, and on 
completing lis education learned the black- 
smith’s trade with his father. Later he 
traveled over the country working as a jour- 
neyman, and in 1860 at the age of eighteen 
came to the United States, taking passage 
on a Sailing vessel at London, and landing 
in New York after forty-six days spent upon 
the water. He remained with his brother 
William in the latter city for a time and 
worked at his trade, at the same time learn- 
ing to speak a little English. He then went 
tc Janesville, Wisconsin, where he worked 
as a blacksmith for. one firm for nearly ten 
years, and in 1870: removed to Broadhead, 
that state, where he was engaged in business 
in partnership. with John Laube. Subse- 


quently he was alone in business at that’ 


place, manufacturing ‘hearses, wagonettes 
and delivery wagons, having there an exten- 
sive business till 1891, when he came to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and ‘embarked in ‘busi- 
ness at this place in’ partnership with his 
son, Martin P., under.the firm name of Mar- 


tin Beck & Son. They started in a modest 


way, but have gradually increased their fa- 
cilities to meet the growing demands of their 


trade. and now employ eighteen to twenty’ 


iien, in’ the various. departments of their 
manufactory. On coming to Cedar Rapids, 
they built a fine three-story brick building, 
72X140 feet, on the corner of First avenue 
and Ninth street, west, the building being 
particularly designed for their business. On 
the ground floor is the blacksmith and wood 
work departments, together with the offices. 
On the second floor is the paint shop and 
trimming rooms, while the third floor iS OC- 
cupied as a store room. In addition to their 
manufacturing business they give special at- 
tention to repainting and trimming, and 


they now prattically have the only shop in 
this section of the state. Since the introdue- 
tion of the automobile, they are working into 
the manufacture of that vehicle, and will 
manufacture a high grade of work. 

In 1864 Mr. Beck was married at Water- 
town, Wisconsin, to Miss Augusta Rhoda, 
and to them were born three children: 
Emma, who married William Rogers, of 
Cedar Rapids, and died in 1898, Martin P,, 
who is now in business with his father; and 
William, who died at the age of eight years. 
The mother of these children died, and in 
1882 Mr. Beck married Hettie Cortelo. He 
was again married, in 1898, his third wife 
being Mrs. Ellen Gleason, of Broadhead, 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. Beck was reared in the German Lu- 
theran church. In 1872 he was made a 
Mason at Broadhead, Wisconsin, and now be- 
longs to Crescent Lodge, No. 25, F. & A. 
M. He is also a prominent member of the 
Germania Club‘and for the past two years 
has served as its president. On national 1s- 
sues he always supports the Democratic 
party, but at local elections votes for the man 
whom he believes best fitted for the office re 
gardless of party lines. He is an upright, 
reliable business man, whose success in life 
is due entirely to his own well-directed ef- 
forts, for he came to this ‘country empty 
handed and by his industry and econonly 
has acquired a comfortable competence and 
a proininent position in the business world. 


—_—_—.4-4-——— 


JOHN PERLEY. MES SER. 


Prominent among the business men of 
Cedar Rapids is numbered John Perley 
Messer, who has heen engaged in real estate 
and loan business for some years, with offices 





J. P. MESSER. 


“~ 
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located at present in the Granby block. 
Mr. Messer was born at Bow Center, in 
the town of Bow, New Hampshire, on the 
oth of December, 1843, and is the second 
son of Silas and Nancy (Hadley) Messer, 
who are also natives of the old Granite 
state. His father was a farmer in early 


life, and later. was a railroad man, but is’ 


now living retired in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
The mother died in that*city in 1894, and 
was buried in Oak Hill cemetery, Cedar 
Rapids. 

John P. Messer was reared on the home 
farm, and received his education in the 
public schools. At the age of sixteen he 
left. the farm and went to work as a loco- 
motive fireman on the Concord Railroad. 
At eighteen he was promoted to the posi- 


tion of locomotive engineer, and at that 


time was the youngest man who had ever 
been entrusted with an engine on that road. 
He continued in that employment until 
1862, when he resigned to enter the serv- 
ice of ‘his country as assistant engineer in 
the navy, and was ordered to the United 
States steam frigate Colorado, on which 
he served for nearly three years. He par- 
ticipated in both bombardments and in the 
capture of Fort Fisher. At the first battle 
Mr. Messer had charge of the fire depart- 
ment (a department of sixteen men to ex- 
tinguish fires), and at the second battle he 
served under B. F. Garvin, chief engineer, 
and Lieutenant George Dewey, executive 
officer as one of Commodore Henry K. 
Thatcher’s staff officers. In these engage- 
ments the Colorado suffered severely and 
Was ordered to the New York navy yards 
for repairs. Mr. Messer was then trans- 
ferred to the U. S. S. Trefoil. He was on 
that vessel when she “accidentally” collided 
with and sunk the Confederate privateer 
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Florida. - Also at the capture of Spanish 
Fort and Fort Blakely in Mobile bay, and 
continued to serve on her until the close of 
the war, when he resigned and received an 
honorable discharge from the United States 
navy. 

At Bow, New Hampshire, September 
I, 1866, Mr. Messer married Miss Carrie 
E. Evans, who was also a native of that 
state and a daughter of Stephen W. and 
Emma (Veazy) Evans. Shortly after their 
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Messer removed 
to the then new state of Minnesota, the jour- 
ney occupying a full week and requiring 
twelve changes of cars and boats. . They are 
the parents of three children. namely : Walter 
S., who died April 5, 1881, at the age of 
eleven years; Emma Evans, now Mrs. James. 
W. Clark; and Florence V., who is at home. 
They also have one grandchild, Charles A. 
Clark, Jr. 

On his removal to Minnesota Mr. Mes- 
ser at once entered the employ of the Min- 
nesota Valley Railroad as a locomotive en- 
gineer. He was with that road about two 
years and ran the first freight and passen- 
ger trains into the towns of St. Peter and 
Mankato, Minnesota. From that state he 
came to Cedar Rapids in 1869, and has 
made his home here ever since. He was. 
the first regular engineer and master ime- 
chanic at Cedar Rapids in the service of 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota 
(now Northern) Railroad, and he remained 
with that road for about ten years as en- 
gineer, master mechanic and passenger con- 
ductor. As engineer he was in charge of 
the first regular trains into each of the 
towns along the line from Cedar Rapids. 
to Rockford, Iowa, as the road was com- 
pleted to those points. 

Mr. Messer resigned his .position with 
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the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad in 1879 to take the superintend- 
ency of the Memphis, Kansas & Colorado 
Railroad, then in course of coustruction and 
built some twenty miles of this road_ be- 
sides opening about forty-five miles from 
Parsons to Messer. This road was an ¢ir 
terprise of the late Judge Greene and the 
late C. S. Bennett, both of Cedar Rapids, 
and was sold by them to the Kansas City, 
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, at which time 
Mr. Messer resigned. As superintendent 
of the old City Street Railway Company, 
of Cedar Rapids, he built the largest part 
of their road, building the first I-ne across 
the river. 

Aiter about twenty years in the rail- 
way service, Mr. Messer entered the real- 
estate business in Cedar Rapids in 1881, 
and is still actively engaged therein. . He 
has met with well-deserved success in this 
business, as he had formerly done in the 
railroad business, and has acquired a com- 
fortable competence. In his political affl- 
jations Mr. Messer is a Republican, but has 
never sought office. As a public-spirited 
citizen, however, he takes an active inter- 
est in public affairs and gives his support 
to all enterprises which he believes cal- 
culated to advance the social, moral or ma- 
terial welfare of Cedar Rapids. 


— ie ee 


JOSEPH BARNHILL. 


For almost a third of a century this 
gentleman has been a resident of Linn coun- 
ty, and is to-day numbered among the highly 
esteemed citizens of Marion, his home being 
on Sixth avenue. He is engaged in the fire 
insurance business and in fruit culture, but 
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gives considerable attention to the duties of 
his Office as justice of the peace. 

Mr. Barnhill was born near old Fort 
Findlay im Hancock county, Ohio, October 
18, 1846, and is a son of Robert and Mary 
A. (Keel) Barnhill, both natives of Penn- 
sylvania, the former born near Harrisburg, 


‘the latter near Allegheny City. When a 


small boy the father accompanied his parents 
on their removal to Wayne county, Ohio, 
and later became one of the pioneers of 
Hancock county, where he owned and oper- 
ated a farm, making it his home until called 
to his final rest in 1890, at the age of eighity- 
three years. His wife died in 1896, at the 
age of eighty-six years. Both were men 
bers of the Christian Union church, and were 
highly respected by all who knew them. 

Joseph Barnhill is the seventh in order of 
birth in a family of nine children, seven of 
whom are still living. He acquired his edu- 
cation in the common schools of his native 
state, and when not in school worked on the 
home farm. On leaving the parental root 
at the age of sixteen years he went to Ore- 
gon with Hiram Smith, the latter, howeve 
going by the overland route with horses i 
his charge to be sold, while our subject weit 
by way of New York, across the isthmus of 
Panama, and up the coast to San Francisco. 
Mr. Barnhill spent three years in Oregon ® 
foreman in charge of.the horses on 4 large 
ranch of sixteen hundred acres on the Co- 
jumbia river. Financially his trip was 
success, and he thoroughly enjoyed his ex 
perience in the far west. Returning to fs 
Ohio home at the end of three years he © 
sumed farnung. »: 

On the 28th of September, 1868, Me 
Barnhill married Miss Sarah E. Loy, 2 1 
tive of Morrow county, Ohio, and a daughté 
of George Loy. Five children blessed this 
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union, namely: Eva Nellie, born August 2, 
1869, died from the effects of measles Feb- 
ruary 16, 1887. Sylva M., born in 1871, 
married Burt S. Bailey and died June 25, 
1899, leaving one child, Morrell. Wilfred 
L., born in 1874, died in December, 1894, 
in New Mexico, where he had gone with the 
hope of benefiting his health. Harold died 
May 15, 1899, at the age of eighteen years 
just fifteen days after his return from 
Florida, where he had spent the winter. 
Margaret, a graduate of the Marion high 
school, is at home. 

In 1869 Mr. Barnhill came to Linn coun- 
ty, Iowa, and first located on a farm near 
Marion, where he engaged in agricultural 
pursuits for three years. He was next en- 
gaged in mercantile business in Palo until 
1887, and at the same time served as post- 
master of that place for eleven years. In the 
fall of 1887 he was elected county treasurer 
of Linn county, and so acceptably did he 
fill the office that he was re-elected, serving 
until January, 1892. Subsequently he was 
engaged in the grocery business in Marion 
tor a short time, and on disposing of his 
store bought a small farm of twenty acres on 
the boulevard in Marion, where he has quite 
a beautiful home near the bridge. Here he 
has engaged principally in raising fruit, and 
at present also gives some attention to the 
fre insurance business. He has now entered 
upon his third term as justice of the peace, 
the duties of which position he has most 
capably and satisfactorily performed. He is 
a man of high standing in the community, 
and is widely and favorably known through- 
out the county. With his wife and daughter 
he holds membership in the Methodist Epis- 
Copal church, with which he was officially 
connected until recently, and he is also a 
member of the blue lodge, No. 6, A. F. & 


A. M., and Mariola Lodge, No. 8, K. P., 
and the Uniformed Rank of the latter order. 
He is past chancellor and a trustee of the 
Knights of Pythias lodge. In politics he is 
an ardent Republican. 


O02 


LADURNIA LARRABEE, M. D. 


For several years the subject of this re- 
view was a well-known and_ successful 
physician of Cedar Rapids, and his widow 
now resides in Kenwood Park. He was 
a native of New York and a son of Willett 
Larrabee, who was born in the same state 
and for many years was super-cargo or 
purser on a vessel plying between New York 
and Cuba. He was in Cuba when last heard 
from some years ago and is supposed to have 
been lost at sea. 

Dr, Larrabee obtained his early education 
in the common schools of his birth place and 
was fitted for his chosen profession at the 
New York medical colleges, becoming an 
eclectic practitioner. He was quite a young 
inman when he came to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, ° 
and commenced the practice of his profes- 
sion. He soon established a large and lu- 
crative practice which he continued to enjoy 
for over twelve years, when, on account of 
failing health, he removed with his family 
ta Andrew county, Missouri, where he re-. 
sided for ten years, his death occurring there 
in January, 1879, when he was about fifty 
years of age. ; 

In 1861 Dr. Larrabee was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Willerminia McKee, a 
a daughter of Joseph and Sarah (Sample) 
McKee. Her father was a native of Fay- 
ette county, Pennsylvania, where he con- 
tinued to reside until 1841. By trade he was 
a potter and followed that occupation dur- 
ing his residence in his native state. After 
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coming to Towa in 1841 he was unable to 
find suitable clay to carry on that industry, 
and accordingly turned his attention to farm- 
ing, which he followed until called to his 
Gnal rest in 1878 at the age of seventy-nine 
years. The death of his wife occurred in 
1894. He was.an active member of the 
Masonic fraternity and took a deep interest 
in all that pertained to Masonry. He was 
a prosperous and successful man, and was 
upright and honest in all his dealings. In 
his family were seven children, of whom 
four died in infancy, and three are still liv- 
ing, namely: Daniel, born in Fayette coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, June 3, 1837, came with 
his parents to Iowa in I541, and as soon as 
old enough to be of any assistance he com- 
menced to aid his father in the operation of 
the home farm near Cedar Rapids. He-now 
lives with his sister in Kenwood Park.. Mrs. 
Larrabee is the next in order of birth. John 
‘s a brick maker and smal! farmer living in 
Cedar Rapids. He served through the 
Civil war as a member of Company K, Ninth 
Towa Volunteer Infantry. He is married 
and has a family. 

Shortly after her husband’s death Mrs. 
Larrabee returned to this county, and is now 
residing with her older brother in Kenwood 
Park, where they have a comfortable home. 
She has one daughter, Calphurnia, wife of 
Frederick Beall, who has a large depart- 
ment store at Aspen, Pitkin county, Colo- 
rado. They have two children, Hazel and 
Frederick. Mr. Beall is a son of Jeremiah 
Beall, -a prominent farmer and highly -re- 
spected Citizen of this county, who lived east 
of Marion for many years, and who died 
about three years ago at an advanced age. 
Eis wife still survives. him and continues to 
reside on the old homestead in Marion town- 
ship. 
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Dr. Larrabee was a successful physician 
and accumulated considerable property. He 
was a Republican in politics and a believer 
in. spiritualism. A public-spirited man, a 
devoted husband and a kind and indulgent 
father, he was held in high regard by all who 
knew him. . He ever maintained a high 
standard of right and wrong, and being kind- 
hearted and generous with his fellow men, 
he made many friends and no enenues. He 
was also a man of strong character and 
determined will power, and was €ver ready 
to assist the weak or oppressed. 


ee 


WILLIAM G. BARGER. 


William G. Barger, of Cedar Rapids, is 
now living a retired life in the enjoyment of 
a rest which he has truly earned and richly 
deserves by reason of his industrious efforts 
of former years. He vis now one of the 
highly respected c.tizens of Cedar: Rapids, 
and his long residence in Linn county and 
the active part he has taken in its develop- 
ment well entitles him to representation in 
its history. | 

Mr. Barger was born in Putnam county, 
New York, September 17, 1834, 2 SOM of 
David J. and Susan (Tompkins) Barget, 
both of whom were natives of the same coun 
ty and representatives of pioneer families 
of that locality. There our subject's paternal 
grandfather, John Barger, spent his entire 
life and died at about the age of ninety yea 
The maternal grandfather, Ananias Tomp- 
kins, was also a native of Putnam county. 

In the county of his nativity William C. 
Barger grew to manhood, and as his school 
privileges were meager, he is almost wholly 
self-educated since reaching mature yeats. 
On leaving home he went to Poughkeeps!® | 
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where he ivent to learn his trade in a sash, 
blind and door manufactory, and engine 
manufactory, for about two years, and in 
1855 came west to Chicago. In May of that 
year he became a resident of Cedar Rapids, 
where he worked one season for H. L. Bryan, 
a gardener'and dairyman. The winter of 
1855-6 was very severe, it being extremely 
cold and snow covering the ground to a 
depth of two feet on the level. In the spring 
of 1856 Mr. Barger accepted a position as 
stationary engineer, to which occitpation he 
devoted his attention for five or six years, 
and later was engineer in a sasl: factory for 
two years. He was next in the employ of 
the Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad in 
various capacities for two years, and for the 
saine length of time he engaged in clerking 
for H. L. Bryan on Second avenue. In 
1866 he embarked in the dairy business in 
a small way in the central part of the city, 
and later extended his business to meet the 
growing demands of his trade, keeping about 
forty cows and furnishing milk to a large 
number of families. In the meantime he 
bought the property where he now resides. 
He continued to successfully engage in the 
dairy business until 1890, when he sold out 
and has since practically lived retired, though 
he continues to look after his property in- 
terests. He bought a fine farm of one hun- 
dred and seventy acres three miles from the 
city, where he kept his stock and where he 
also engaged in farming: Mr. Barger is also 
extensively interested in city real estate, 
and has owned about twenty buildings in 
Cedar Rapids, including fifteen residences 
which he himself erected. The property 
where he now lives consisted, when he 
bought it, of an undivided half of out-lots 
18, 19 and 22, When it was divided he had 
about Avelte acres fronting on South Tenth 
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street, and also on Fifth avenue. This he 
subdivided and‘sold, retaining, however, all 
of out-lot 19, or six and a half acres, the 
largest out-lot in Cedar Rapids. 

In the spring of 1859 Mr. Barger was 
married, in Cedar Rapids, to Miss Mary 
Swab, a sister of Charles H. Swab, a hard- 
ware merchant of this city. She died in 
June, 1890, leaving two children: John, a 
real-estate dealer of Cedar Rapids;- and 
Mary, wife of A.-J. Hickey, of Brooklyn, 
New York. Mr. Barger was again mar+ 
ried in Cedar Rapids, February 9, 1892, his 
second union being with Eleanora, daughter 
of William Reed, who was born and reared 
in Fayette, lowa. By her former marriage 
she has one child, Clara Edna Cavanaugh, 
and by her present marriage she also has a 
daughter, Georgia Eleanora. 

Politically Mr. Barger was formerly 2 
Jacksonian Democrat and cast his first presi- 
dential vote for James Buchanan, but in 
1860 he voted for Abraham Lincoln, and 
continued to support the Republican party 
for some years, but for some years inde- 
pendent of party lines. He began life in 
Cedar Rapids with a capital of only four- 
teen dollars, and his wonderful success js 
due to his own energy, good business ability 
and sound judgment. He is a worthy rep- 
resentative of our best type of American civ- 
ilization and well merits the prosperity that 
has come to him. 


(oo > —____ 


H. S. HALE. 


= 
Among those who fought so gallantly 
for the preservation of the Union during 
the dark days of the Rebellion and have- 
always been numbered among the most pub- 
lic-spirited and loyal citizens of the com-. 
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munity in which they reside is H. S. Hale, 
of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, who was for many 
years ‘dentified with the business interests 
of that place, but 1s now living a retired 
life. 

A native of New Hampshire, he was 
born June 3, 1833, and is a son Of Jo 
seph \V. and Susan (Emerson Hale, both 
of whom were born in Barrington, New 
Hampshire, and died in Conway, that state. 
In order of birth their children were as fol- 
lows: Lorenzo T., who married Hannah 
Hill, served fourteen months in the Four- 
teenth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry 
during the Civil war, and is now a feSir 
dent of Conway; Lydia married Silas Van 
Dexter, and both are "ow deceased ; 
Susan died unmarried; John married Ann 
Willey and lives in Mt. Vernon, lowa, 
Mary is the wife of George Perry, of Des 
Moines, lowa; H. 5. is the next of the 
family; and Thomas married Addie Hol- 
man, and during the Civil war enlisted in 
Company F, Twenty-fourth lowa Volun- 
teer Infantry, and was discharged on ac- 
count of illness at Helena, Arkansas, and 
died soon after his return home; and Edgar 
is engaged in the mining business in Colo- 
rado. 

During his boyhood H. S. Hale attended 
the district schools of his native state 
through the winter. On leaving home at 
the age of eighteen years he went to Boston, 
Massachusetts, and obtained employment in 
the ship yard, where he worked on the 
Great Republic, the largest sailing vessel 
which had been built up to that time. He 
remained there from 1852 until 1859. and in 
the fall of the latter year came to Mt. Ver- 
non, lowa, where he worked as a laborer 
until after the Civil war broke out. 

In 1862,Mr. Hale enlisted at Mt. Vernon, 
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in Company F, Twenty-fourth Iowa Volun- 
teer Infantry, and went into camp at Mus- 
catine, Iowa, whence he went to St. Louis 
and later to Helena, Arkansas, where the 
regiment remained through the winter. 
While in camp the regiment made three ex- 
peditions first to Moose Lake, then up the 
St. Francis river and up the White river to 
DuBall’s Bluff. In April they started the 
Vicksburg campaign, and took part in the 
skirmishes at Grand Gulf and Port Gib- 
son; the battles of Champion Hills, Ray- 
mond and Jackson; and the siege of Vicks- 
burg. After the surrender of that strong- 
hold July 4, 1863, the regiment went in 
pursuit of General Johnston’s forces, 1 
Jackson, Mississippi, but on the 17th of 
that month returned to Vickburg. They 
next went to Natchez, Mississippi, and later 
te Carrolton, Louisiana, and were in a num- 
ber of skirmishes during the fall and winter. 
The next spring they went with General 
Banks on the Red river expedition, and re- 
turned to New Orleans in June, 1864. There 
they embarked on a large vessel, known 4s 
the Star of the West, and went down the 
Mississippi, across the Gulf and up the 
coast to Washington, D. C. They joined 
General Sheridan in the Shenadoah Valley 
in July, and were in and around Harpers 
Ferry until the battle of Winchester, Se 
tember 19. They also took part in the 
famous engagement at Cedar creek on the 
19th of October, when Genera! Sheridan 
made his memorable ride, Our subject 
heard the General sav, “We will camp tls 
evening where you left this morning.” He 
went with his command to Harrisburg, and 
from there to Stephenson's Station, where 
they remained in camp through the winter. 
In April, 1865, they went to Washingtol 
and there took passage on board a ship for 
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Morehead City, North Carolina, and from 
there went to Gouldsburg, that state. On 
their return to Morehead City they shipped 
for Susannah, and on reaching there were 
ordered to Augusta, Georgia. They finally 
returned to Savannah, where they were mus- 
tered out of service July 17, 1865. They 
returned to Davenport, Iowa, by way of 
Washington, D. C., and were discharged on 
the 2nd of August. 

On again taking up his residence in Mt. 
Vernon, Mr. Hale was engaged in the lumber 
and grain business for three years, and later 
followed contracting and painting. He pur- 
chased six acres of land in what is now the 
heart of Mt. Vernon, which was divided 
into town lots. He has steadily prospered 
owning to the increase in value of his prop- 
erty, and his good business abilitv, and is 
now able to lay aside all business cares, and 
spend the remainder of his life in ease and 
quiet. He still owns some property which 
he rents. ) 

On the 25th of November, 1859, Mr. 
Hale was married in Chicago, Illinois, to 
Miss Abbie Hill, who was also born in New 
Hampshire, January 16, 1837. Her parents, 
Charles and Nancy (Russell) Hill, spent 
their entire lives in that state, and their re- 
mains were interred at Conwav, New Hamp- 
shire. They had six children, namely: 
Hannah D., wife of Lorenzo T. Hale, of 
New Hampshire, brother of our subject; 
Richard, who wedded Mary Chase, now de- 
ceased, and lives on the old homestead in 
Conway, New Hampshire; Eunice, who 
Married Joseph Cloutman and died in Con- 
Way in 1884; Abbie, wife of our subject; 
Charles, who was a member of the Four- 
teenth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry 
and died in 1900; and Sarah, a resident of 
Conway, New Hampshire. 


i 

Mr. and Mrs. Hale are the parents of 
six children: Homer, born November 4, 
1861, died July 9, 1863; Jesse, born April 
28, 1867, was married August 16, .1893, 
to Mary Motherall, a native of this state, and 
is now a contractor in painting at Sioux Rap- 
ids, Iowa; Charles, born in a log house at 
McMinnville, Warren county, Tennessee, 
August I, 1870, and is engaged in painting 
at Mt. Vernon. He was married, Decem- 
ber 2, 1897, to Roxey Easterly, a native of 
Linn county, and they have one child, Mary 
M., born in May, 1899; Grace A., born June 
3, 1872, was married, March 3, 1900, to 
George Towne, who is bookkeeper in a bank 
in Chicago; an infant born December 30, 
1874, died December 3, 1875; Sadie M., 
born September 14, 1876, lives with her 
parents. 

Mr. Hale was reared a Whig and became 
a Republican on the organization of that 
party, casting the first presidential vote for 
John C. Fremont. He is an honored mem- 
ber of the Legion of Honor and W. C. 
Dimmock Post, No. 400, G. A. R., while 
his wife is connected with the Woman’s 
Relief Corps and is a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. For over forty years 
they have been numbered among the leading 
residents of Mt. Vernon, and they have a 
large circle of friends and acquaintances 
throughout the county who esteem them 
highly for their sterling worth. 


o-oo. 


AMOS DIEHL. 


It was in the fall of 1867 that Amos 
Diehl came to Cedar Rapids, and with its 


‘interests he has since been closely identi- 


fied. In business affairs he has prospered 
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during his residence here and is now able to 
spend his last years in ease and comfort, free 
from the worries and trials of hiisiness 
life. 

Mr. Diehl was born near Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, January 25, 1825, and is a 
son of George and Elizabeth (Mickley) 
Diehl, also natives of that state and worthy 
representatives of two of its prominent old 
families. The father, who was a soldier of 
the war of 1812, lived fo the ripe old age 
of seventy-eight years, and both he and his 
wife died in Pennsylvania. In their family 
were six sons but only two are now living, 
these being Amos, our subject and Hamuil- 
ton, who married and reared a family, and is 
now living retired on the west side of*Cedar 
Rapids. 

In early life Amos Diehl! was given the 
advantages of a common schoo| education. 
He grew to manhood on the home farm and 
worked at the carpenter’s trade. When the 
Civil war broke out he enlisted in 1862 for 
nine months in Company D, One Hundred 
and Sixty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer In- 
fantry, which was assigned to the Army of 
the Potomac, and he partictpated in the 
battle of Weldon Railroad, Virginia; a 
skirmish at Black Water; and the siege of 


Suffolk. He had several narrow escapes” 


but fortunately was never wounded and 
when his term of ‘enlistment expired was 
honorahly discharged at Gettysburg, in July 
1863, soon after the battle at that place. 
After the war Mr. Diehl engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber in Adams county, 
Pennsylvania, where he carried on the mull- 
ing business for etght or ten years. Dis- 
posing of his interests in that tate he came 
west in the fall of 1867 and located in Cedar 
Rapids, where he was engaged in teaming 
for several years. He purchased property 
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on the west side and built thereon a holise 
which he subsequently sold. Later le im- 
proved. other property, and in this way did 
much toward the development of the city, 
always taking an active interest in its pros- 
perity. By his ballot he supports the men 
and measures of the Republican party, but’ 
has never cared for official honors. He 1s 
well known and is held in the highest es- 
teeem by his fellow townsmen. 





MAJOR JACOB H. CAMBURN, M. D. 

More than forty-seven years have passed 
since this gentleman arrived in Cedar Rap 
ids, and he is justly numbered among her’ 
honored pioneers and leading citizens. As 
a physician and surgeon he was actively 
identified with her professional interests in 
early life, but is now living retired. His 
is an honorable record of a conscientious 
who by his upright life has won the 
has come In 


man, 
confidence of all with whom he 
contact. 

The Doctor was born at Macedon Centre, 
Wayne county, New York, December 8, 
1823, and comes of good old Revolutionary 
stock, his paternal great-grand father, the 
father of Levi Camburn, having fought for 
the independence of the colonies as a soldier 
of the Continental army. The great-grand 
father was from Glasgow, Scotland, and was 
a child of seven years when brought to this 
country by his father, who was one of the 
pioneers of New Jersey. There Levi Cau 
burn made his home until the father of our 
subject, J. K. Camburn, was seven years 
old, and then removed to the Genesee cour 
try, New York, finally locating in Macedon: 
Wayne county, remaining in that county 
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antil 1835, clearing and improving a farm 
on the Holland purchase. In later years 
he removed with his son, J. K., to Michigan, 
the. family. hecoming pioneer settlers of 
Lenawee county, that state, where they en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits, buying two 
hundred acres of Jand. In 1842 they moved 
to Moscow Plains, Hillsdale county, Michi- 
gan, where the death of both occurred. The 
Doctor’s father was married in Wayne coun- 
ty, New York, to Miss Rebecca Champion, 
a native of New Jersey, who died in Frank- 
lin, Lenawee county, Michigan, in 1840. 
He spent his last years in Hillsdale county, 
Michigan, where he died in 1895, at the 
advanced age of ninety-one years. 

Dr. Camburn was reared in Michigan, 
and there acquired his primary education in 
an old log schoolhouse, such as was com- 
mon on the frontier at that time. Later 
he attended one of the four branches of the 
State University at Tecumseh, all of which 
have since been consolidated, forming the 
university at Ann Arbor. After reading 
medicine with Prof. A. B. Palmer, M. D., 
who was practicing at Tecumseh,. he at- 
tended lectures at the medical department 
of the Western Reserve College, Cleveland, 
Ohio, and entered upon the practice of his 
chosen profession at Tecumseh, Michigan, 
i partnership with Professor A. B. Palmer, 
of the medical department of the university 
at Ann Arbor, remaining there some years. 
At an early day the University of Michi- 
gan was controlled by regents, appointed 
from each church denomination, and minis- 
ters, who. were not practical, usually being 
the ones appointed. Witnessing the bad ef- 
fects from such a.course, the Doctor, with 
others, got a bill through the legislature 
to have the regents elected by the people of 
the state, and from that time on the school 
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has been broadening.all.the time.. In 1854 


Dr. Camburn came to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
and was engaged in practice here for some 
years. He 1s one of the two pioneer phy- 
sicians of this place who are still living 
here. During the Civil war he received the 
appointment as regimental surgeon of the 
Sixteenth Iowa Infantry, and went to the 
front with his regiment in February, 1862, 
hut soon afterward was taken ill and was 
forced to resign in June of that year. Sub- 
sequently he again entered the service as sur- 
geon of the Sixth Iowa Cavalry, with the 
rank of major, and went to Dakota, where 
he served as medical director on the staff of 
General Sully, a son of the noted, painter, 
who vas sent to that section to quell the In- 
dian outbreaks. When the war was over 
the Doctor was honorably discharged in No- 
veinber, 1865, and returned to Cedar Rap- 
ids. He has practiced very little since then 
except among old friends. 

At Moscow, Hillsdale county, Michigan, | 
Dr. Camburn was married, December 27, 
1848, to Miss Eleanor Blackmar, who was 
born near Buffalo, New York, a daughter 
of Judge Lyman Blackmar, who was one 
of the early settlers.of Hillsdale county, and 
a prominent.probate judge for many years. 
Four children blessed this union, namely: 
Thomas A.; James F. and Myron O., both 
residents of Cedar Rapids; and Eleanor C., 
wife of Charles L. Martin, of St. Louis, 
Missouri... The wife and mother departed 
this life July 21, 1891. Originally, Dr. 
Camburn was .an old Jacksonian Democrat, 
but voted for Abraham Lincoln in 1860. 
and has since been a stanch supporter of 
the Republican party, but never a politician 
in the sense of office seeking. He served 
as justice of the peace for about fifteen 
years, but-never would accept other political 
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positions. He assisted in organizing the 
Grand Army Post, of Cedar Rapids, of 
which he was the first commander. Prior 
to the Civil war he also affliated with the 
Masonic fraternity, having joined that order 
in Michigan, being a member of the blue 
lodge, chapter and council. At Iowa City, 
Towa, he became a Knight Templar, and wit!» 
one exception, he is the oldest Knight Tem- 
plar now living in Cedar Rapids. For some 
years, however, he has not actively afhliatec| 
with the order. In manner he is courteous, 
kindly and affable, and those who know him 
personally have for him warm regard. As 
a pioneer he has witnessed almost the en- 
tire growth and development of Cedar Rap- 
ids, and has always taken an active interest 
in its welfare. 


ROBERT A. WALLACE. 


This well-known contractor and builder 
in one of Cedar Rapid’s native sons and a 
worthy representative of one of her old and 
honored families, being a son of Leroy Wal- 
lace, who for many years was a prominent 
business man of the city. The father was 
born in Vermont, February 24, 1831, a son 
of Austin and Mary Wallace, and the second 
in order of birth in a family of four chil- 
dren, the others being Mary, who died when 
about fifty-five years of age; William, who 
died in Tennessee; and Mrs. Minnie Storms, 
a widow of Fort Madison, lowa. The 
Wallace family is of Scotch origin and was 
founded in Vermont in early colonial days. 
Our subject’s paternal great-grandtather was 
a soldier of the Revolutionary war, and took 
part in the battle of Bennington. The 
grandiather, Austin Wallace, was an old 


time tradesman, who about 1835 removed to 
Pagetown, now Columbus, Ohio, and be- 
came identified with the building interests 
of that locality, working at the carpenters 
trade, when it was the custom of those fol- 
lowing that pursuit to go into the woods, 
hew down the trees and prepare ther own 
building material before erecting a house. 
His death occurred at Columbus. 

Leroy Wallace was reared under the 
parental roof and after reaching the age of 
twelve years worked in the timber cutting 
wood. He learned what he could of the 
carpenter’s trade with his father, and 
through his own unaided efforts bettered 
the knowledge thus acquired. He was a 
self-educated man and a great reader even in 
carly life, thus becoming a broad-minded, 
well-informed man. On the 8th of January, 
1835, he was married at Columbus, Ohio, 
to Miss Mary Barnes, who is also of Scotel 
lineage and a native of the District of Go 
lumbia, where her family had large lanc 
holdings. She is now the only survivor ma 
Cedar Rapids. In 1855 Leroy Wallace 
brought his family to Cedar Rapids, the 
journey being made by stage from Daver 
port. At that time this region was mostly 
wild and unimproved, and as a contractor 
and builder he became prominently identified 
with its development: During his long resi- 
dence here he erected many of the buildings 
of Cedar Rapids, and the excellence of his 
work was a convincing test of his own per 
sonal worth. He met with success in bust 
ness affairs, and his course was €ver such a5 
to commend him to the confidence and & 
teem of those with whom he was brought 
in contact. By his ballot he supported the 
Republican party, though he never took any 
active part in politics aside from voting: 
extensive book bindery in Helena, Montatla; 
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He was a great church worker and an of- 
ficial member of the First Baptist church, 
to the support of which he gave liberally. 
Although a very conservative man he al- 
ways kept up with the times in all things, 
and in his death the community lost a val- 
ued and useful ertizen, his family a devoted 
husband and father, and his associates a 
stanch friend. He departed this life on the 
20th of December, 1898. 

Unto Leroy and Mary (Barnes) Wallace 
were born nine children, all of whom reached 
years of maturity with the exception of one 
son. In order of birth they were: Virginia, 
wife of Frank Listenwalter, of Cedar Rap- 
ids; Robert A., the subject of this sketch; 
Gertrude, who lives with her mother in 
Cedar Rapids; Leroy, who was drdwned 
in 1873 at the age of fourteen years; Lin- 
coln, who was drowned in 1892; Florence, 
wife of Colon B. Leibkicher, who has an 
etensive hook bindery in Helena, Montana; 
William, of the Cedar Rapids Paving & 
Construction Company; and Bertha and 
Eurydice, both at home. All received good 
common-school educations. 

Robert A. Wallace was born in Cedar 
Rapids, Noventber 1 3, 1856, and was edu- 
cated in its schools. He learned the car- 
penter's trade with his father, and in 1883 
hecame associated with him in business 
under the firm name of L. Wallace & Son. 
They did general contracting in both stone 
and carpenter work, and were interested in 
and operated what was known as the Cedar 
Rapids Planing Mill. They also engagec| 
in railroad construction, their first contract 
being with the Illinois Central Railroad. 
Our subject still carries on the business 
under the name of L. Wallace & Son, and is 
doing a large amount of work throughout 
the state, being recognized as one of the 


most reliable, as well’as one of the best con- 
tractors and builders in this section. He has 
put up a number of the larger blocks in the 
city, and is spoken of as the pioneer contrac- 
tor. November 15,1893, Mr. Wallace led to 
the marriage altar Miss Kate Hughes, who 
was born in Galena, Hlinois, in 1861, a 
daughter of John Hughes and wife. Her 
father was a native of Wales, and on com- 
ing to this country, first located in Illinois, 
hut later became a resident of Scotch Grove, 
Jones county, Iowa, where he died at the 
age of sixty-six years. He was a verv active 
man throughout life. His wife died in 
1898. They were the parents of two chil- 
dren: Leroy Austin and John Hughes. 

Although not a politician in the sense 
of office seeking, Mr. Wallace is a strong 
Republican, and is now acceptably serving 
his second term as alderman of the third 
ward. He is a member of the Baptist 
church and also of Star of the West Lodge, 
No. 1, K. of P. He has a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances, and is held in. 
high regard wherever known. 


JOSEPH GRANGER. 


For over forty years this gentleman has 
been prominently identified with the agri- 
cultural interests of Linn county, and is still 
actively engaged in farming and dairying 
in Marion, having forty acres of land within 
the corporate limits of the city. His home 
if On Eleventh street. 

Mr. Granger was born in Windsor coun- 
ty, Vermont, August 28, 1843, and is a son 
of Samuel T, and Martha Jane (McIntosh) 
Granger, also natives of the Green Mountain 
state. The mother, who was a devout and 
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zealous member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, died there September 17, 1859. In 
the spring of 1860 the father removed to 
Iowa and took up his residence in Marion, 
Linn county, where ‘he owned a farm, all 
of which is now within the corporation. He 
also had another farm in Marion township, 
upon which he spent, the last (wo years ot 
his life, and throughout his business career 
followed farming. -He was born July 25; 
1808, and died in 1882. He took a very 
active and prominent part in church work, 
and filled all the layman offices. During the 
Civil war he served two years as wagon mas- 
ter in the Sixth Iowa Cavalry, and was on 
duty among the Indians in the Dakotas, but 
he longed to take part in the active .opera- 
tions in the south, where he believed he 


could do more good. Although he was ll. 


from exposure on his return home and never 
fully recovered his health, he would not ap- 
ply for a pension. 

Joseph Granger is the fourth in order 
of birth in a family of six children. He 
was reared to agricultural pursuits pon the 
home farm, and acquired his education in 
the common schools of Vermont. On lay- 
ing aside his text books he devoted his time 
and energies solely to farming. In the fall 
of 1859 he came to Marion county, lowa, 
where his father had previously purchased 
a farm, but: had not removed here on ac; 
count of his wife’s health. After her death 
he came west in the spring of 1860, as pre- 
viously stated. Here our subject has en- 
gaged in farming. butchering and dairying 
and now keeps thirty mileh cows. 

On the 5th of October, 1870, Mr. Gran- 
ger was united-in marriage with Miss Caro- 
line W. Cooper, who was born in Morgan 
county, Ohio, in 1849, but was brought to 
Linn county in the Spring of that year by het 
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parents, William -and Laura Cooper. A 
sketch of her father appears.on another page 
of this volume. Her mother died in 1855, 
at the age of thirty years, leaving four chil- 
dren, namely: Augusta-,M., wife of Jolin 
Stockburger, of Marion ;. Caroline W., wife 
of our subject; Plymet..P., wife of Fergus 
Cooper,. of Buchanan county, Iowa; and 
Elizabeth, wife of Charles Eddy, of Seattle, 
Washington. Mr. and Mrs. Granger have 
three children: Charles, a resident of Ma- 
rion, has been twice married, and by his first 
wife had one son, Herbert Carlton, a most 
interesting and lovely child. | His present 
wife was in. her maidenhood Anna Day. 
Laura Ann is the wife of Herbert Shafer, 
of Cedar Rapids. Mary B. will graduate 
from the Marion high school in the class of 
1gOl. 

The Republican party has always found 
in Mr. Granger a stanch supporter of its 
principles, and he is a most worthy and 
valued citizen of Marion, such a one as ret 
ders excellent service in any community. 
His wife is a member of the Methodist Epis 
copa! church, and both are held in high fe- 
gard by all who know them. 


———<—_§-+-————— 


MAJOR JOHN DANCE. 

Although born cn the other side of the 
Atlantic, Major Dance is thoroughly Amer: 
ican in thought and feeling, and his patriot: 
ism and sincere love for the stars and stripes 
was manifested by his distinguished service 
in the Civil war. He is now an hono 
resident of Lishon. A native of England, 
he was born at Sapperton, Lincolnsint®, 
November 24, 1823, and is a son of Henry 
and Mary (W inslow) Dance, the former 4 
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native of Barram, Rutlandshire, the latter 
of Somerby,,Lincolishire. She was a grand 
niece of General Winslow of Revolutionary 
fame. Both parents died in England. In 
their family wege nine children, of whom 
our subject is-the,eldest son, but all are now 
deceased with exception cf. the Major and 
two sistersy bat} residents of England. 

Major Dance attended first the primary 
scheols of his native land, and later the 
Brasky schog], and the Newton subscription 
school, his education being completed at the 
age of twelve years. During the following 
two years he assisted his father on the home 
farm, and then commenced working for 
others as a farm hand, receiving fifteen dol- 
lars the first year and twenty-five dollars 
the second, out of which he saved enough to 
buy himself a good watch. He continued 
to work in that way for ten years. 

On the 28th of May, 1849, Major Dance 
was married at his native place to Miss 
Phoebe Harriet Hodson, who was born at 
Handly Green, Staffordshire, England, Jan- 
uary 23, 1819, a daughter of Jonathan and 
Ann (Moss) Hodson, also natives of Eng- 
land, the former born in Mecklesfield, while 
the latter was reared in Handly. The: fa- 
ther was twice married and had fifteen chil- 
dren, none of whom came to America with 
the exception of Mrs. Dance. Unto our sub- 
ject and his wife were born four children, 
namely : John Henry, born July 12, 1850, 
died the same day. Mary E., born July 12, 
1851, is the wife of Captain James Treich- 
ler, of Orient, Adair county, Iowa. John 
Henry, born July 12, 1854, died August 7, 
1860. Franklin W., born August 16, 1857, 
married Lizzie E. Beese and lives on the 
old homestead in. Linn township, Cedar 
county, Iowa. 


On the 4th of October, 1849, Major 
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Dance and. wife sailed from Liverpool, Eng- 
land, on the Old Java, a sailing vessel, which 
was seven weeks in crossing the Atlantic. 
On their arrival in New York they took a 
steamboat up the Hudson. river to Albany, 
thence by railroad to Buffalo, and by the 
steamer Anthony Wayne to Cleveland. They 
then went to Kenton, Hardin county, Ohio, 
and located ten milés west of that place at 
Huntersville, where the Major operated a 
rented farm for a time. On the 3d of Oc- 
tober, 1851, he and his wife started for lowa 
in a covered wagon, and reached Rochester 
on the 4th of November. There he rented 
a part of the George Moore farm until the 
following spring, when he entered eighty 
acres of wild land in Linn townslup, Cedar 
county, which he placed under.a high state 
of cultivation, and to which he later added 
another eighty-acre tract. There he success- 
fully engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
three days after the presidential election in 
November, 1888, when he removed to Lis- 
bon, and has since lived a retired life. 
Major Dance’s farming operations, how- 
ever, were interrupted by his service in the 
Civil war. On the 24th of September, 1861, 
he enlisted in Company K, Eleventh Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, which was mustered in 
at Davenport, and then sent to St. Louis, 
and later to Jefferson City and California, 
Missouri, where they did patrol and scout 
duty for a time. Returning to St. Louis, 
they next went down the Mississippi and up 
the Ohio and Tennessee rivers to Pittsburg 
Landing, where they joined Governor Ogles- 
by’s brigade and General McClernand’s di- 
vision March 28, 1862. In the battle at 
that place on the 6th of April, Major Dance 
was wounded in the right arm by an ounce 
rifle ball, and was taken to the surgeon’s 
tent; but when he enemy began shelling the 
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camp he and the other wounded were placed 
on a steamboat and taken to Evansville, In- 
diana, where he remained in the hosp:tal for 
one month. He then received a furlough 
and returned home, where he remained until 
September 30, 1863. He was then made 
captain of Company K, Eighth Iowa Cav- 
alry, and on the 17th of October was or- 
dered to Louisville, Kentucky, where the 
regiment remained twelve days. They were 
then ordered to march to Nashville, a dis- 
tance of two hundred and twenty miles, 
which they covered in twelve days, and there 
guarded the Nashville Railroad, which was 
then being built, and patroled from that 
place to Waverly Landing, where the com- 
mand went into camp, remaining there until 
March 13, 1864. They then marched back 
to Nashville, where they were refitted with 
horses, arms and accoutrements, and then 
proceeded to Cleveland, Tennessee. On the 
Ist of May, 1864, the regiment was assigned 
to the First Brigade, First Division, com- 
manded by General E. M. McCook, and 
started on the Atlanta campaign, being in 
almost constant action unt] the 27th of 
July, when they started on the McCook or 
Stoneman raid in the rear of Atlanta. They 
marched to Jonesboro, where they waited for 
the return of General Stoneman, but as he 
failed to appear General McCook had to 
fight his way out as best he could. They 
next went to Mariette, Georgia, which place 
Major Dance and seventeen men reached in 
safety, but four hundred of the command 
were either killed, wounded or captured by 
the rebels. They remained in camp at that 
place for six weeks, during which time four 
companies were collected under our subject’s 
command. Later they took part in the bat- 
tles of Pulaski, Camphellsville, Florence, Cu- 
lumbus, Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville, 
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and then followed General Hood to Water- 
loo, Alabama, where they went into winter 
quarters, remaining there until Mareh 22, 
1865. They next went on the Wilson raid. 
At Montgomery, Alabama, the command 
was divided, and Major Dance’s brigade was 
detached and sent to Tuscaloosa, that state, 
to decoy General Jackson and West Adams 
so that General Wilson could succeed in his 
raid on Selma, Alabama. They found them- 
selves hetween two rebel brigades, but fought 
their way to Tuscaloosa, where they de- 
stroyed a large amount of rebel property. 
They then continued on their way to Macon, 
Georgia, and meeting General Hill they cap- 
tured his battery and. three hundred men, 
besides destroying other rebel property. It 
was while on this march that they received 
the news of President Lincoln’s assassima- 
tion. They reached Macon May 1, 1865, 
where they awaited the result of the armis- 
tice until the 13th of August, wien they were 
niustered out of service. Major Dance then 
returned home with an army record of which 
he may be justly proud. He has always 
held some office in the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and is now an honored member of 
Jolm A. Buck Post, No. ryo, of Lisbon, 
and is also a member of Crocker’s Brigade 
of Iowa. Since the time he was wounded 
in battle the Major has always been a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party. 


CHARLES M. SESSIONS. 


The subject of this biography is serving 
as justice of the peace in Mt. Vernon, a p® 
sition which he has filled for eighteen yea 
with credit to himself and satisfaction © his 
constituents. He is thoroughly impartial 1 
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meting out justice, his opinions being un- 


biased by either fear or favor, and his fidel-: 


ity to the trust reposed in him is above ques- 
tion. He is regarded as one of the leading 
and most highly respected citizens of the 
place, and it 1s, therefore, consistent that he 
be represented in a work whose province is 
the portrayal of the lives of the prominent 
‘men of this county. 

Mr. Sessions was born in Cortland coun- 
ty, New York, September 28, 1827, and is 
a son of Uriel and Nancy (Price) Sessions, 
natives Of Connecticut and New York, re- 
spectively. \When a young man the father 
located in Cortland county, New York, 
where in the midst of the forest he cleared 
and improved a farm. The greater part of 
his life was devoted to agricultural pursuits, 
but he also taught school in New York for 
some years, andl served as justice of the 
peace in Cortland county. He died at the 
age of sixty-seven years upon the farm 
Where he had located when only twenty-one. 
His wife survived him some years and also 
died in Cortland county. All of their six 
children married and reared families, but 
only two of the number are now living, these 
heing Charles M., of this sketch; and Sallie 
A., wife of Rev. O. L. Torry, of Marathon, 
Cortland county, New York, by whom she 
has one son, Jay. 

Charles M. Sessions obtained his early 
education in the common schools near his 
boyhood home and at Cortland Academy in 
Homer, New York. On completing his ed- 
ucation he taught school during the winter, 
and aided his father in the work of the home 
farm through the summer months until twen- 
ty-five years of age. On the r4th of Jan- 
oo Soe he was married, in Marathon; 
New ork, yy 
who was es ae é rate 

ylvania, but her life 
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was largely spent in the Empire state prior 
to her marriage. Her parents, John and 
Harriet (Hornbeck) Armstrong, are both 
deceased, her father being killed in Jones 
county by lightning in 1863. By trade he 
was a Stone mason. Five children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Sessions, as follows: (1) 
Frank J., a resident of Waterloo, Iowa, was 
county superintendent of schools in Linn 
county for a number of years, and for eleven 
years was superintendent of the East \Water- 
loo schools, but resigned that position in 
the fall of 1900, and is now in the employ 
of Rand, McNally & Company, of Chicago, 
as their agent in thirteen counties of north- 
eastern Iowa. He has been superintendent 
of the Chautauqua Assembly at Waterloo 
since its Organization. In the fall of 1900 
he began lecturing on Liquid, Air and has ‘ 
since devoted considerable of ‘his time to 
that wonderful discovery. He married 
Clara Fisher and they have four children, 
Alvina M., Thomas, Charles and Harriet. 
(2) Ida M. married A. T. Bartholomew and 
has one child, Mary. (3) George W., agent 
for the New York Life Insurance Company 
at Los Angeles, California, is married and 
has twochildren, Romaine and Samuel. (4) 
Harriet married John H. Merritt, now a 
grocer of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and died at the 
age of thirty-five years. (5) Charles E,, 
who is with the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad Company at De Kalb, Illinois, mar- 
ried Huldah A. Richardson and has four 
children, Grace, Bertha, Georgiana and Ed- 
ward. 

In May, 1852, Mr. Sessions came to Iowa 
and located at Fairview, Jones county, where 
he engaged in farming for two years, though 
the summer of 1852 was spent in Mt. Ver- 
non, where he aided in the construction of 
the first building erected by Cornell Col- 
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lege, it being now known as science hall. 
On leaving Fairview he entered the Meth- 
odist ministry and traveled. far seventeen 
years throughout Iowa and New York. 
Later he was engaged in the harness business 
in Hopkinton, Delaware county, Iowa, for 
three yea ‘S, and in 1872 located in Mt. Ver- 
non, where he jhas since made his home. For 
about ten years he was engaged in the gro- 
cery business at this place, and for the past 
eighteen vears has filled the office of justice 
of the peace, He is an earnest and con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and has led an upright, honorable 
and useful life, well worthy of emulation. 








CTEPHEN A. SHATTUCK. 


One of the pioneer business men of Cedar 
Rapids is Stephen A. Shattuck, now retired 
fromm commercial activities and enjoying the 
competence acquired’ in former years. He 
has inany interesting reminiscences of early 
days in this county, Cedar Rapids being a 
mere village of about four hundred inhabit- 
ants when. he located here in the spring of 
1852. With its growth and development 
he has been actively identified and takes a 
just pride in its prosperity as it now ranks 
among the leading cities of the state. 

A native of Worcester county, Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Shattuck was born thirty miles 
west of Boston, on the rath of June, 1824, 
his parents being Captain Stephen and Han- 
nah (Carter) Shattuck, also natives of the 
old Bay state. The mother was born in 
Reading, of which place her father was an 
early settler. The original ancestor of the 
Shattuck family in America was William, 
who was born in England in 1620 or 1621, 


and who came to this country about 1641, 
locating in Massachusetts. He died at 
Watertown, Massachusetts, August 14, 
1672. Our subject’s paternal grandfather, 
who also bore the name of Stephen Shat- 
tuck, was.born in one of the New England 
states, and fought for American independ- 
ence as a saldier of the Revolutionary war. 
Captain Shattuck, the father of our subject, 
grew to manhood in Massachusetts, and as 
captain of a company of cavalry was one of 
General LaFayette’s escorts when he visited 
the United States in 1824. He was always 
handy with tools and for several years 
worked at the carpenter’s trade, always miak- 
ing his home in his native state. In his 
family were four children, namely: Mrs. 
Miranda Holt, a widow, who was born in 
1818, and now resides in Fort Scott, Kan- 
sas; Elijah, who died in 1899, when nearly 
seventy-nine years of age; Hannah, whio died 
in St. Louis, Missouri, at the age of seven 
teen years; and Stephen A., of this review. 

The early life of our subject was passed 
i, Massachusetts, and he had fair educa- 
tional advantages, attending both the com- 
mon schools and an academy. From the age 
of ten to sixteen years he spent most of his 
time upon a farm, and then turned his at 
tention to learning the carpenter's trade, 
serving a three-years’ apprenticeship. Dur 
ing the following four years he worked % 
a journeyman in his native state, and thet 
entered a furniture factory at Dedham, Mas 
sachusetts, where he was employed at calr 
inet work for three or four years. 

In 1851 Mr. Shattuck came west and 
after visiting a sister in Iowa City for some 
time, he located in Cedar Rapids in Juné, 
1852, and soon afterward embarked in mer 
chandising with his uncle, Henry A. Cat® 
under the firm name of Carter & Shattuck 
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This relation was continued for about three 
years, when George Dewey purchased the 
interest of Mr. Carter, and the title of the 
firm was changed to Shattuck & Dewey. 
The. first place of business occupied by Mr. 
Shattuck was on First street, between First 
and Second avenues, it being a frame build- 
ing One story in height. At that time there 
were not over four or five brick buildings 
in the place. They continued on First street 
until Mr. Carter sold his interests. In 1856 
he built a brick block, forty feet front and 
eighty feet deep, three stories in height, 
which building is still standing. Mr. Shat- 
tuck was subsequently interested in other 
enterprises, and continued in active business 
until 1890, when he laid aside business 
cares, and has since lived a retired life. In 
1856 he erected the third hrick block in the 
city, it being located on First avenue, and in 
1855 built his present brick residence, into 
which he moved, in the spring of the fol- 
lowing year. It is believed that no man 
i the city has so long resided in one house, 
it having heen his home for the long period 
of forty-five years. 

On the 1st of January, 1856, Mr. Shat- 
tuck was inarried in Berlin, Massachusetts, 
to Miss Harriet Rice, who was born in 
Northboro, April 2, 1831, that state, which 
was also the birthplace of her husband. 
Her parents, Captain Seth and Persis (Bart- 
lett) Rice, were also natives of Massachu- 
setts. Soon after his marriage Mr. Shat- 
tuck brought his bride to the new home he 
had Prepared for her reception in Cedar 
Rapids. They had two children. William 
Lemuel, who was well educated in the Cedar 
Solita died in Los Angeles, 
Betty are Tee ee a he tina 

* years. Nellie L. is at home. 

In early life Mr, Shattuck voted with 
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the old Free Soil party, and he assisted in 
organizing the Republican party, voting for 
Jolin C. Fremont in 1856, and for all the 
presidential candidates since that time. He 
has never souglit political honors, but served 
as alderman of the city two years; township 
assessor One year; and township trustee three 
years. He has been a delegate to numerous. 
conventions of his party, and has always 
taken a deep and coniunendable interest in 
public affairs. For some years he was a 
member of Oak Lodge, No. 53, I. O. O. F. 
Wherever known he is held in high regard, 
and as an honored pioneer and hjghly re- 
spected citizen he is certainly deserving of 
honorable mention in the history of his 
adopted county. 


i i ae 


EDWIN GARRETSON. 


Among the honored and highly respect- 
ed citizens of Marion is this well-known 
retired farmer, whose home is at the cor- 
ner of Eleventh street and Fourteenth ave- 
nue. He was born in Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania, May 8, 1838, a son of Aaron 
and Hannah (Miller) Garretson, natives 
of the same state. When a young man the 
father went to Ohio, making the journey 
on foot, and took possession of a farm 
near Dayton which his father had given 
him. That region was then all wild and 
unimproved, and after spending one year 
there he returned to the Keystone state. 
After his marriage he purchased a farm 
in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, at the 
foot of the Allegheny mountains, and to. 
the improvement and cultivation of that 
place devoted his energies until called to 
his final rest, at the age of fifty years. 
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Both he and his wife were members of the 
Society of Friends, but after his death shie 
united with the Dunkard church. For al- 
most thirty years she made her home with 
our subject, where she died in 1892, at the 
age of ninety-one. 

In the family were nine children, of 
whom five are still living, namely: Thom- 
as, a resident of this county; Mary, a widow 
and a resident of Marshall county, Lowa, 
who first married Moses Rogers, and after 
his death wedded John Merry; Mrs. Deb- 
orah Snyder, a widow of Benton county, 
Iowa; Edwin, our subject; and George, a 
resident of California. The family has al- 
ways been a patriotic and loyal one, and 
during the Civil war four of the brothers 
were mlimbered among the boys in blue. 
Thomas served four years in the Eighty- 
fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 
which was a part of the Army of the Po- 
tomac. Moses and George were both meim- 
bers of Company H, Fifty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer Infantry. The former 
was Overseer of a fort in South Carolina 
until he received a sunstroke on the hattle- 
field. This brought on quick consumption. 
He was first taken to Baltimore and later 
to Philadelphia, from which city our sub- 
ject brought him to Iowa, where he died 
eight days later at the age of twenty-five 
years. He was a Quaker by birthright, but 
belonged to no church. Prior to entering 
the army he took care of his mother. After 
serving two years George was also taken 
ill and returned home, but eight months 
later he had so far recovered as to be able 
to re-enlist, and he remained in the service 
until the close of the war. He was once 
wounded in the right shoulder. The sisters 
who have passed away were Sarah, who 
died at the age of twelve years; Martha, 


who died at the age of twenty-one; and 
Edith, who died at the age of tineteen. 

During his boyhood Edwin Garretson 
attended the common schools of his native 
state and assisted in the labors of the farm. 
He was only ten years old when his father 
died, and he then started out in life for 
himself as a farm hand, working for two 
dollars and a half per month. He continued 
to follow farming until after the inaugura- 
tion of the Civil war. Laying aside all 
personal interests, he enlisted in July, 1863, 
in Company E, Twenty-first Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, his command being one of four 
companies which were placed’ on detached 
duty. During his service he contracted 
typhoid fever, but remained at the front 
and did not return home until chronic 
diarrhea set in, when he was granted a two- 
weeks’ furlough. As his term of enlist 
ment had expired, he never returned to the 
front, but was mustered out in February, 
1864. 

It was on the 29th of April, 1864, that 
Mr. Garretson landed in Cedar Rapids, and 
has since made this county his home. He 
was accompanied by his mother and older 
brother, Eli, his wife and three children. 
The brother died at the age of forty-five, 
leaving a widow and eight daughters who 
now reside in Toddville, this county. Fot 
several years after coming to lowa our sith- 
ject engaged in farming upon rented land. 

On.the 17th of May, 1865, Mr. Garret 
son married Miss Angela W. Andrews, 4 
native of Morgan county, Ohio, and 4 
daughter of C. C. and Delilah (Jordan) 
Andrews, who were also born in that stat 
and came to Iowa in 1850, locating three 
miles west of Marion. Her mother ¥4 
born December 26, 1819, and died July 2h 
1877. She was a member of the Baptst 
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church. 
Ohio Militia, but took no active part in war. 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrews were married Feb- 
ruary 7, 1840, and were the parents of seven 
children, namely: Sarah T., widow of D. 
S. Hindman, and a resident of Cedar Rap- 
ids; Angela \V., wife of our subject; \Val- 
lace, a farmer of Buchanan county, Iowa; 
Emeline, wife of Henry Fleming, of Marion 
township, Linn county; Rachel, wife of Paul 
Stevens, a farmer of Tama county, Towa ; 
Francis, a farmer of ‘this county; and Mary, 
wife of Brooks Stevens, of this county. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Garretson were born three 
children: Ella, who died in 1880, when 
nearly twelve years of age; Etta M., wife 
of C. A. Plummer, who is engaged in farm- 
ing in the northeast part of Marion town- 
slip, and by whom she has one child, Ger- 
aldine C.; and Della, at home. 

Mr. Garretson’s first purchase of land 
consisted of forty acres in Spring Grove 
township, and on selling that bought an 
eighty-acre tract, which he subsequently dis- 
posed of. For seventeen years he and his 
wife efficiently carried on the county home, 
and so acceptable were their services that the 
board of supervisors were loath to have 
them give it up. On retiring from that 
position Mr. Garrettson bought one hun- 
dred and fifteen acres of well improved land 
in Marion township, which he still owns. 
He operated the farm until February, 1899, 
when he removed to Marion and has since 
lived a retired life, en joying a well-earned 
rest. He rents his farm on the shares, but 
still looks after his business interests, and is 
now feeding a carload of cattle upon the 
place. He buys both steers and hogs which 
he ijattens for market. 

In his political views Mr. Garretson is 
an ardent Republican, and he has filled the 


The father served as captain in the - 


offices of assessor and school director, hav- 
ing taken an active interest in. educational 
affairs in his locality. He and his estimable 
wife are active and prominent members of 
the Christian church, in which she is now 
serving as deaconess. They have a large 
circle of friends and acquaintances through- 
out the county who appreciate their sterling 
worth and many excellencies of character. 


—__$_9-+-¢—___ 


JOSEPH P. GRISSEL. 


Among the leading representatives of the 


industrial interests of Cedar Rapids is Jo- 


seph P. Grissel, who came to this city in 
1889, and has since been quite extensively 
engaged in the manufacture of cornice. He 
was born in New York city. on the 7th of 
July, 1859, and is a son of Vincent and An- 
nie (Katzerovsky) Grissel, both natives of 
Germany. The father was born November 
22, 1828, and remained in the land of his 
birth until 1852, when he came to the United 
States, accompanied by his wife and one 
son, John. He first located in New York, 
where he followed farming until about 1862, 
when he came to Iowa, and here worked as 
a farm hand for several vears, but was fin- 
ally able to purchase a farm near Iowa City, 
and to its operation devoted his time and en- 
ergies for several years. He is now living 
retired in Iowa City, enjoying a rest which 
he has truly earned. As a voter he has 
always been an active worker in political 
circles, and has held minor offices in his 
township and city. Fraternally he affiliates 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows. During his long residence in this state 
he has watched with interest its wonderful 
development, has seen towns and _ cities 
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spring into existence, and in the work of up-' 


building and advancement he has ever bore 
his part. His wife died in February, 1897. 

Of the nine children born to this worthy’ 
couple one son, Frank, died at the age of 
four years, and John, the oldest, died at the 
age of thirty-five. The latter was admitted 
to the bar and engaged in the practice of law 
for some time before his death. Those of 
the family still living are Rudolph, a gen- 
eral merchant of Woonsocket, Sanborn coun- 
ty, South Dakota; Charles, a farmer of 
lowa City; Joseph P., our subject; Annie, 
wife of J. J. Cerney, an employe of the 
Golden Eagle Clothing Company, of Iowa 
City; Mary, at home with her father; Vin- 
cent M., a traveling salestnan, and George, 
a tailor by trade, who is also at home. The 
children were educated in the public schools. 

Joseph P. Grissel is indebted to the 
schools of Iowa City for his educational ‘ad- 
vantages. -\t the age of sixteen he began 
his business career by learning the tinner’s 
trade, which he has since followed, doing 
general repair work and manufacturing cor- 
nice. He remained at Iowa City until com- 
ing to Cedar Rapids in 1889, and has since 
conducted business at this place. He formed 
a partnership with V. WW. Maresh, a resi- 
dent of Iowa City, who sold his interest in 
the business in 1895 to his son, S. E. Maresh, 
and the latter was a member of the frm un- 
til 1900, since which time Mr. Grissel has 
been alone in business, though V. W. Maresh 
is still connected with him in the ownership 
of what is known as the A. O. U. W. block 
on First avenue. For a number of years he 
was the only manufacture of galvanized iron 
cornice, roofing, etc., in Cedar Rapids, and 
has met with excellent success in this enter- 
prise. 

In 1884, in Iowa City, was celebrated 
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the marriage of Mr. Grissel and Miss Annie 
Pisha, who was born in Bohemia, in De 
cember, 1859, and came to this country with 
her parents when only a year old. Six chil- 
dren bless this union, namely: Walter R, 
Ella M., Clarence, Earl, Elmer and Annie. 

Fraternally Mr. Grissel is a member of 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the 
Masonic fraternity, and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and i nthe last named 
lodge he has passed through all the chairs. 
He is a supporter of church work and gives 
his influence to all enterprises which he be 
lieves will prove of public benetit. On coming 
to Cedar Rapids he at once became identified 
with the Democratic party of this city and 
has taken an active part in its work. In 
1899 he was appointed to fill a vacancy in 
the city council, and the following year Was 
elected alderman for the sixth ward for a 
term of two years. He is now serving on 
the fire, parks and cemeteries committees, 
and is proving a most popular official. 
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JOSEPH G. BERTRAND, D. 0. 


This gentleman has gained a wide fe 
utation throughout Iowa as a successttl 
osteopath, and is now enjoying a large and 
lucrative practice at Cedar Rapids, whiere lie 
located on the 1st of October, 190°. He 
was born in Saratoga, New York, on the 
12th of December, 1862, a son of Jolin and 
Frances Amanda (Deyo) Bertrand, alsom® 
tibes of the Empire state, while the former 
was of French and the latter of German ex 
traction. The Doctor’s paternal grandia- 
ther came to this country from France, whee 
he had served as a general in Napoleon 
army. By trade the father of our subject 





J. G. BERTRAND. 
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was a carpenter, but spent his last years in 
retirement from active labor. He was born 
in 1815, and died in March, 1898, and h:s 
wife, who was born in 1832, departed this 
life on the 29th of December, 1862. The 
Doctor is the youngest of their three chil- 
dren, the others being Fanny, wife of Will- 
iam I. Scidmore, of East Line, Saratoga 
county, New York; and Edward, who re- 
moved to Princeton, Minnesota, in 1883, and 
died there ten years later. 

The common schools of New York af- 
forded Dr. Bertrand his early educational 
privileges. He grew to manhood under the 
parental roof, and for a number of years 
was vanously employed. In September, 
1884, he went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where he engaged in clerking in a grocery 
store for two years, and then entered the 
United States mail service as a letter carrier, 
in which capacity he served for thirteen 
years. During that time he took a business 
course and fitted himself for his chosen pro- 
fession. For two years he was a student 
at the Minnesota Institute of Osteopathy, 
where he was graduated in 1899. For eight 
months he was engaged in practice at De- 
coral, Iowa, and then came to Cedar Rapids 
through the influence of some friends he had 
treated at Decorah. Here he has already 
built up a large practice, which is constantly 
increasing. He makes a specialty of chronic 
ald acute diseases, but treats all cases, and 
has been wonderfully successful, having es- 
tablished for himself an enviable reputa- 
tion in his chosen calling. 

At Minneapolis, in 1887, Dr. Bertrand 
Was united in marriage with Miss Nettie A. 
Tanner, who was born in Minnesota in 1866, 
and they have become the parents of three 
children, Floyd S., Harold W. and Ora A., 
now yg the public schools of Cedan 
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Rapids. In his political views the Doctor 
is a Republican. Socially he is a member 
of Cedar Lodge, No. 1, Legion of Honor, 
and religiously is an active member of the 
Episcopal church. 


CHARLES BRACKETT. 


The subject of this sketth was for some 
years one of the most energetic and pro- 
gressive business men of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, 
but 1s now practically living a retired life at 
that place. He was born in Saratoga coun- 
ty, New York, October 17, 1855, and is des- 
cended from a good old colonial family of 
Scotch origin, from whose coat of arms it 
is supposed they belonged to the agricultural 
class. The first to come to America was 
Captain Richard Brackett, a native of Scot- 
land, who was one of the fifteen hundred 
people composing the Massachusetts Bay 
colony, who came to the new world with 
Governor Winthrop about 1629, and settled 
near Boston. The family has always been 
a patriotic and loyal one, and among its 
representatives have been soldiers of the 
Revolutionary war, the war of 1812, and the 
war of the Rebellion. 

James S. Brackett, father of our subject, 
was horn in Pittstown, Rensselaer county, 
New York, January 29, 1823, and is a son 
of John Adams and Eliza (Chase) Brackett, 
who were’natives of New York and Rhode 
Island, respectively, and were married in 
Rensselaer county of the former state. 
There Eliza Brackett died and for his sec- 
ond wife John A. Brackett married Eliza- 
beth Sturgis. Later he removed to Sara- 
toga. county, New York, where his death 
occurred in 1871. He had eight children, 
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three by the first marriage and five by the 
second, namely: James S., father of our 
subject; William, who married Elizabeth 
Sherman and died in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, in 
1896; Henry, who married Mary Ott and 
resides in Saratoga county, New York; 
Polly, wife of Elisha Sherman ; Eliza, wife 
of Cornelius Ott, of New York; Hattie, 
who married John Fryer, and 1s dead ; 
George, who married Elizabeth Perry and 
died in Glens Falls, New York, in Febru- 
ary, I9g01; and John, who was wounded at 
Gettysburg, and died in the army during the 
Civil war. 

At the age of five years James S. Brack- 
ett began his education in the district schools 
near his boyhood home, and at the age of 
twelve accompanied his father on his re- 
moval to Saratoga county, New York. He 
assisted his father in the operation of the 
farm and sawmill and made his home there 
until coming to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, in Jan- 
wary, 1873. Here he was engaged in the 
meat business with our subject for some 
time, and since disposing of their market 
he has lived retired. He and his son erected 
the building now owned by the Wolf Broth- 
ers, and took a very active and promunent 
part in the business affairs of the city. 

On the 15th of September, 1844, in 
Saratoga county, New York, was celebrated 
the marriage of James S. Brackett and 
Nancy Sherman, who was born in that coun- 
ty, January 4, 1823, and died there April 
5, 1865, her remains being interred at Wil- 
ton, New York. The only child born of 
that union was our subject. His maternal 
grandparents were Sylvanus and Clara 
(Slatter) Sherman, who were married in 
Rensselaer county, New York, and were the 
parents of the following children: Caroline, 
who married Smith Carr and both died in 


Saratoga county, New York; Nancy, mother 
of our subject; Elizabeth Ann, who mar 
ried Williani Brackett and both are now de 
ceased; Elisha, deceased, who married Polly 
Brackett and lived in Washington county, 
New York; and James, who died in that 
county. 

Reared in his native county, Charles 
Brackett attended first the district schools 
and later the high school at Saratoga 
Springs. In the spring of 1874 he came 
to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and for one year was 
a student at Cornell College. He embarked 
in the meat business with his father in the 
fall of 1876, and successfully conducted 2 
market here until 1892, when they sold out. 
In December of that year he purchased 2 
two-story brick block, and in January fob 
lowing opened a clothing store, which he 
carried on until his retirement from bus: 
ness in 1898, when he sold out to the firm of 
Bair & Kyle. In 1899 he built one of the 
best residences in Mt. Vérnon, it being sup 
plied with all modern improvements and fur- 
nished in a most tasteful manner. He also 
owns other city property and is quite well- 
to-do, having accumulated a com fortable 
competence through his good business abil- 
ity, sound judgment and untiring: perse 
verance. 

Mr. Brackett was married at Saratog? 
Springs, New York, September 6, 1876, © 
Miss Jane E. Springsted, who was bom at 
that place January 31, 1857, a daughter ol 
John and Martha F. (Owen) Springsted. 
The Springsted family was founded 1 
America by her great-grandfather, who cattle 
from England in 1790, and settled in Coey- 
mans, Albany county, New York. Her 
grandfather, Stephen Springsted, was bom 
at that place January 16, 1799, and married 
Abigail Terry, who was born March 1, 1801. 
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They had nine children, all born in Coey- 
mans, namely: Jeremiah, born February 
Ig, 1820, died September 22, 1879; Lydia, 
born November 25, 1821, still resides in 
Coeymans ; Oliver, born November 14, 1823, 
died in December, 1896; Henry, born Jan- 
uary 18, 1826, resides in Coeymans; John, 
father of Mrs. Brackett, is next in order 
of birth; Jane E., born July 20, 1830, died 
May 16, 1851; Sally Ann, born February 
2, 1833, died December 14, 1834; Mary, 
born May 14, 1835, resides in New Bethle. 
hem, New York; and Stephen, born October 
31, 1837, died April 30, 1891.. Mrs. Brac. 
kett’s maternal grandfather was William 
C. Owen, who was born in East Line, Sara- 
toga county, New York, June rq, 1807, and 
died in Saratoga Springs, April 28, 1893. 
His wife, who bore the maiden name of Han- 
nah Bliss, was born in Greenfield, the same 
county, July 22, 1809, and died jn Saratoga 
Springs January 2, 1883. She was a cousin 
of Senator P. P. Bliss. In the Owen family 
were the following children: Mary M., 
born March 20, 1531, died July 22, 1859; 
Martha F., mother of Mrs. Brackett, was the 
second of the family; Phebe E., born Octe- 
ber 18, 1834, died F ebruary 19, 1858; Henry 
W., born February 22, 1836, resides in Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa; William J., born February 
27, 1837, died October 28, 1866; James B., 
born December 1. 1838, died February 26, 
1839 ; Eliza J., born February 11, 1840, 
died September 17, 1885 ; Charles, born No- 
vember 15, 1841, died August I, 1842; Har- 
riet Emma, born October 30, 1844, resides 
in Saratoga Springs, New York ; and Charles 
A.. born July 1, 1850, died November IQ, 
1872. John Springsted, Mrs. Brackett’s 
father, was horn in Coeymans, New York, 
February 29, 1828, and was married’ at 


Martha F. Owen, who was born in Green- 
held, that state, January 8, 1833. In 1857 
they came west and located near Peru, IIli- 
no s, where the father followed farming un- 
til his death, which occurred September 9, 
1861. By trade, however, he was a tinner. 
After her husband’s death Mrs. Springsted 
returned to Saratoga Springs, New York, 
where she was married, September 3, 1869, 
to Samuel Ainsworth, a native of Vermont, 
by whom she had one son, Samuel W., who 
was born in Saratoga Springs April 23, 
1871, and still resides at that place. He was 
married, in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, September 
15, 1894; to Sally Courtney. Mrs. Brackett 
is the older of the two children born of the 
first marriage, the other being Mary J. Etta, 
who was born in Illinois January 8, 1862, 
and is now the wife of Daniel Barbey, a 
journalist of Saratoga Springs. New York. 
The mother died at that place May 21, 
1899. Mr. and Mrs. Brackett have two chil- 
dren: Frank J., born September rs, 1883; 
and Florence Etta, born January 1s, 1897. 
The former is now attending Cornell Col- 
lege. ; 

Politically Mr. Brackett is a Republican 
with prohibition tendencies, and religiously 
is a member of the Methodist church. So- 
cially he belongs to Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 
112, F. & A. M., and Ashlar Chapter, R. A. 
Saratoga Springs, November 11, 185 5, to 
M., and is also connected with Star of Beth- 
lehem Lodge, K. P. Social, educational and 
mora] interests have been promoted by him, 
and anything that tends to uplift and benefit 
humanity secures his hearty co-operation. 
Both he and his father enjoy a wide ac- 
quaintance and marked popularity in the city 
where they have made their home for over 
a quarter of a century. 
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GEORGE L. STEARNS. 


George L. Stearns, who has efficiently 
served as City weighmaster of Marion, Iowa, 
for many years, was born in Vienna, On- 
tario county, New York, September 10, 


1825, a son of Joel W. and Nancy (Ed-. 


minston) Stearns, the former a native of 
Conway, Massachusetts, the latter of Mary- 
land. Throughout his active business life 
the father was engaged in hotel keeping, 
and lived for some tilne in Palmyra and 
Vienna, New York. Both he and his wife 
died in the latter place. Their children 
were: Alonzo, who died in Chicago, [t- 
nois; John, who is now living a retired life 
in that city; William, who died in Wiscon- 
sin; George L., our subject’; Owen, a physi- 


cian, who died in Freeport, Illinois; Henry, 


who lives with our subject in Marion, lowa,; 
and one who died in infancy. 

Mr. Stearns of this review acquired his 
education in the common schools of his na- 
tive state, and when his school days were 
over he engaged in teaching for two win- 
ters. He was then employed as clerk in the 
postoffice at Geneva, New York, until 1849, 
when he entered the service of the Wells & 
Company Express, as agent, and later was 
messenger between Albany and Buffalo, 
New York, until 1858, when he received the 
appointment as agent for that company at 
Saratoga Springs, New York, where he re- 
mained one year. He was next in the em- 
ploy of the New York Central Railroad at 
their freight depot in Rochester until com- 
ing to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1861. 

Prompted by a spirit of patriotism, Mr. 
Stearns enlisted in July, 1861, as-sergeant 
in Company B, Thirty-first Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry, under Captain Spear and Colonel 
Smythe. The regiment went first to Du- 
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buque, and later to Davenport, and froin 
there proceeded to Helena, Montana, where 
they took part in an engagement in the 
winter of 1863. They next went to Ar- 
kansas,and for a time they were stationed op- 
posite Vicksburg, and were also in the rear 
of that stronghold, taking part in a number 
of engagements around there until the sur- 
render of the fort. They next went to 
Jackson and Canton, Mississippi, and then 
returned to Vieksburg. Mr. Stearns was 
confined to the hospital at St. Louis for 4 
time, and was then transferred to Quincy, 
Illinois, being off duty for twenty days. 
After rejoining his regiment at Woodville, 
Alabama, he participated in the battle of 
Chattanooga, and all of the engagements ot 
the Atlanta campaign. Subsequently he 
was transferred to the commissary depart 
ment of his division, with which he was com 
nected until mustered out of service at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, June 27, 1865, being paid 
off at Davenport, Iowa. 

After leaving the army Mr. Stearns fe 
turned to his home in Cedar Falls, and the 
following year entered the employ of the 
American Express Company as miesseigtt 
on the stage line between Boone and S10ux 
City. In the same capacity he made the 
first trip on the railroad after it. was butilt 
through to Council Bluffs, in February, 
1867, and in April was transferred to De- 
buque, running as messenger between there 
and Centralia and Cedar Rapids. In No- 
vember, 1867, he was appointed agent at the 
last named place, and held that position 
til 1872, when he served as street comms 
sioner of the city for one year. Sirbsequently 
he was agent for the United States Expres 
Company at this place until 1878, and later 
served as clerk of the courts of Linn county 
for eight years. For two yest he We 
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deputy oil inspector for the state, and at the 
end of that time was appointed city weigh- 
master at Marion, which position he has 
since most creditably filled. 

On the 7th of November, 1849, Mr. 
Stearns was married in Vienna, New York, 
to Miss Helen A. Streeter, of that place, a 
daughter of Dexter Streeter, who was a 
woolen weaver and carder. Five children 
blessed this union, namely: Charles G., who 
has heen Agent for the American Express 
Company at Waterloo, Iowa, since 1870; 
Helen A., wife of E. S. Young, clerk of 
the courts of Greene county, Iowa; George, 
deceased; Henry, who is engaged in the 
abstract business in Marion, Iowa; and 
Theorada A., wife of J. E. Brownwell, an 
attorney of Marion. 

In his religious views Mr. Stearns is an 
Episcopalian, and in politics is a-stanch Re- 
publican. He is a prominent member of 
Robert Mitchell Post, No. 206, G. A. R., 
and is now serving as adjutant. As a citi- 
zen he has always been true and faithful to 
every trust reposed in him, so that his loyalty 
is above question, being nianifest in days 
of peace as well as when he followed the old 
flag to victory on southern battle-fields. As 
one of the representative men of his com- 
munity he is also worthy of the high regard 
In which he is uniformly held. 


ne 


JOHN E. GOODRICH. 

j 
The subject of this sketch needs no Spe- 
Cal introduction to the readers of-this vol- 
ume, but the work would be incomplete 
without the record of his life. No man in 
Cedar Rapids has been more prominently 
identified with is business interests or has 


taken a more active part in its upbuilding and 
progress. He has cheerfully given his sup- 
port to those enterprises that tend to public 
development, and has been connected with 
various interests that have promoted general 
welfare, though he is now practically living 
a retired life. 

Mr, Goodrich was born in Utica, New 
York, December 15, 1826, and belongs to an 
old colonial family of Welsh origin which 
was founded in Berlin, Conriecticut, at a 
very early day in the history of this coun- 
try. His paternal grandfather, Leonard 
Goodrich, was a native of that state and 
was a pioneer of New York, settling near 
Utica. He fought for American independ- 
ence as a soldier of the Revolutionary war, 
and lived to the advanced age of ninety- 
four years. 

Curtis Goodrich, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born near ‘Albany, New York, in 
I8o1, but reared on his father’s farm near 
Utice, and during his active business life en- 
gaged in farming and stock raising, making 
a specialty of sheep and cattle. He married 
Sophia Brigham, a native of Massachusétts. 
In October, 1855, they came to Linn county, 
Iowa, where they spent their last days, his 
wife dying in 1878, while his death occurred 
in March, 1884. All of their ten children 
reached mature years, but only three now 
survive, these being John E., the subject of 
this sketch; Francis, a florist of Ocala, Flor- 
ida; and James C., who was a soldier of 
the Civil war, and after that struggle went 
to California, but is now a resident of Mon- 
tana, where he is interested in mining. 

Mr. Goodrich, whose name _ introduces 
this review, grew to manhood on the home 
farm and received a good academic educa- 
tion, after first attending. the common 
schools. He began his business career as 
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a hardware merchant in Utica, but soon sold 
out and went to Buffalo, where he engaged 
in clerking for the firm of Jewett & Root for 
two or three years. In 1845 he went to 
Hillsdale, Michigan, where he was similarly 
employed for about a year, and then came 
to Iowa, locating first at Iowa City, where 
he engaged in teaming and railroad con- 
struction for a time. He next conducted a 
hotel at that place, it being a favorite stop- 
ping place for those emigrating westward. 
Subsequently he had charge of the Shields 
House at Vinton, Iowa, for one year, and 
in the fall of 1856 came to Linn county, 
locating at Lisbon, where he conducted the 
New York House until 1869, when Se took 
charge of the Valley City House at Cedar 
Rapids, and carried on the same for thir- 
teen years. He continued to successfully 
engage in the hotel business in this city for 
thirteen years, and then sold out. In the 
meantime he had become interested in other 
enterprises, and bought and improved a large 
amount of city property. In 1876 he pur- 
chased a lot and erected the house where he 
now resides, and at different times has owned 
about twenty houses in Cedar Rapids. In 
advancing his own interests he has matert- 
ally aided in the growth and upbuilding of 
the city, and is to-day numbered among its 
most public-spirited and enterprising citizens. 

On the 1st of June, 1865, at Des Moines, 
Towa, Mr. Goodrich was united in marriage 
with Miss Harriet E. Speck, who was born, 
reared and educated near Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. They have become the par- 
ents of six children, who are stl] living, 
namely: Minnie, wife of J. R. Morrin, of 
Chicago; Almeda, wife of J. E. Byers, of 
Cedar Rapids; Belle, wife of E. E. Marquis, 
of Hastings, Nebraska; Fred,, who holds a 
business position with Swift & Company, 


of Chicago; Gertrude, at home; and Garfield, 
also with Swift & Company, of Chicago. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Goodrich 
was originally a Whig, and cast his first 
presidential ballot for Zachary Taylor. He 
joined the Republican party on its organize 
tion, voting for John C. Fremont in 1856, 
and for every presidential nominee of that 
party since that time. He has never cared 
for the honors or emoluments of public of- 
fice, preferring rather to give his undivided 
attention to his business interests. He and 
his wife are earnest and consistent members 
of St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal church and 
stand high in public esteem. He is always 
mentioned as one of the invaluable c'tizens 
of Cedar Rapids, and on the rolls of Lina 
county’s most honored pioneers and repre 
sentative citizens his name should be among 
the foremost. 


WILLIAM BURNS. 


William Burns, a highly esteemed cit- 
zen of Franklin township residing on st 
tion 14, was born in Trumbull county, Pent- 
sylvania, May 23, 1840, and is of Scotel 
Irish descent. His ancestors, however, calit 
ta America at an early day and his great 
grandfather took part in the Revolutionary 
war. His parents were Solomon and Mar: 
garet (Faulk) Burns, also natives of Pent 
sylvania, whence they caine to Iowa in 185); 
and after spending three years in Appanoost 
county located in Marion, where they com 
tinued to make their home throughout the 
remainder of their lives. The father diet 
May 26, 1899, at the age of eighty-one yo 
nine months and twenty-three clays, and the 
mother passed away May 19, 1887, al the 
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age of.sixty-six years, five months and two 
days. In their family were twelve children, 
namely: Marcus married, first, Dora Hay- 
husk, ancl second Ellen Minnea, and resides 
in Marion; William, our subject, is next in 
order of birth; Sylvester married Anna 
Fanlings, and lives north of Marion; Wal- 
lace married Annie Thompkins, and lives in 
Marion; Emeline is the widow of Ephraim 
Andrews, and resides on a farm near Spring- 
ville; Sarah is the wife of Peter Kessler, of 
Marion; Anna is the wife of Passmore 
Knight, of Center Point, Jowa; Jane is the 
wife of George Knight, a brother of Pass- 
more, and a resident of Marion: Hester is 
the wife of Aaron Taylor, of Mt. Auburn, 
lowa; Ella is the wife of Philip Bunton, 
of Marion; George married Barbara 
Kohnkie, and lives north of Marion; ancl 
Efhe, wife of William Alexander, of the 
same place. 

The first seventeen years of his life our 
subject passed in his native state, and le 
received his education in its public schools. 
He then accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Appanoose county, Iowa, where 
he worked on a farm until the family came 
to Marion, Linn county. On the 28th of 
May, 1864, he enlisted in Company G, Forty- 
sixth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and after 
being mustered into the United States serv- 
tce at Davenport went south to Memphis, 
Tennessee, where he remained until dis- 
charged on the 23d of the following Sep- 
tember. On his return from the war he lived 
in Marion for two years, anc then removed 
to Mt. Vernon. 

At the latter place he was married, De- 
cember 20, 1866, to Miss Nancy Painter, 
who was born February 28, 1850, in Arm- 
strong county, Pennsylvania, of which her 
Parents, Lawrence and Mary (Orner) 
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Painter, were also natives and of German 
descent. Her father followed the shoe- 
maker’s trade until his death, which occurred 
in. December, 1858. The following year the 
family removed to Marion county, Missouri. 
The mother afterward became the wife of 
Sylvester Hodges, and died in 1895. She 
was born if: 1809, and died October 5, 1900, 
being laid to rest in Mt. Vernon cemetery. 

Mrs, Burns is the tenth in order of birth 
in a family of eleven children, the others 
being Michael, who married Maggie Hop- 
kins and lives in Hannibal, Missouri; 
Lewis, who married Jane Briney and makes 
his home in Sciota, Illinois; Martha, wife 
of Jorn Carnet, of Mt. Vernon, Jowa; Mary, 
who died at the age of eight years: Cath- 
erine, wife of Herman Otten, of Hannibal, 
Missouri; Johnnie, who died at the age of 
three years; Joseph, who died at the age of 
one year; one who died in infancy; Leonard, 
who married Matilda Wyant and lives in 
Schuyler county, Illinois; and David, who 
wedded Mary Bryant, now deceased, and re- 
sides in Oklahoma. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Burns. weré born 
seven children: Lewis, born December 123, 
1867, it at home; Lydia, born December 14, 
1870, was married, in November, 1896, to 
Orley Walmer, a farmer of Cedar county, 
Iowa; Addie, born July 25, 1875, died Feb- 
ruary 13, 1878; Nellie, born Jannary 30, 
1878, William J., born July 4, 1881, Grace, 
born May 21, 1884, and Earl, born February 
16, 1890, are all four at home with their 
parents. 

For six years after his marriage Mr. 
Burns engaged in farming on rented land 
near Mt. Vernon, and then lived on the 
Chauncey Dill farm for a year. For a year 
and eight months he made his home on the 
Smith farm, and when that place was sold 
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he removed to the Gamble farm, remaining 
there one year. The following five years 
were passed on the Riddle farm, and the 
next three years were spent in Cedar coun- 
ty, lowa. At the end of that time he bought 
twenty acres of land on section 14, Frank- 
lin township, Linn county, near Lisbon, 
where he has since continued to reside. His 
wife has been to him a true helpmate and 
has always contributed her share to the sup- 
port of the family. She is an expert carpet 
weaver, weaving all kinds of fancy rugs and 
carpet, and has often turned out over one 
thousand yards of carpet in a year. - Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Burns are members of the 
Evangelical church, and are held in high 
regard by all who know them. Fraternally 
he affiliates with W. C. Dimmit Post, No. 
126, G. A. R., of Mt. Vernon, and polit- 
ically is a gold Democrat. For a number of 
years he served as school director in lis 


district. 
————$<—_— 


THOMAS ANDRE. 


Thomas Andre, who after the labors of 
a long and busy life is spending his later 
years in ease and retirement at his pleasant 
home on East Main streét, Lisbon, was born 
in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, Oc- 
tober 25, 1817, and is a son of Nicholas and 
Catherine (Sobers) Andre, both natives of 
Northampton county, that state. The fa- 
ther, who was a farmer by occupation, died 
when our subject was about sixteen yeurs 
of age, and later the mother passed away at 
her home in Pentisylvania. The paternal 
grandfather came to this country from Ger- 
many. 

Our subject is the youngest in a family 
of nine children and the-only one now liv- 


ing. The others were as follows: (1) 
John, born in Northampton county, Penn- 
sylvania, served as a private in the war of 
1812, and died in 1848 in Pioneer township, 
Cedar county, Iowa, where he had lived for 
five years. His wife is now deceased, but 
his children still reside in that county. (2) 
Joseph, who was connected with salt works, 
died in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, at the 
age of sixty-two years. (3) Michael, alsoa 
salt manufacturer, died in Susquehanna 
county, that state. (4) Jacob, born in 1800, 
was a weaver by trade. He resided first in 
Westmoreland county, and’ later in Arn 
strong county, Pennsylvania, where he died 
at the age of fifty years. (5) Peter spent 
most of his life as a farmer in Westmore- 
land county, Pennsylvania, but later te 
moved to Ohio, where he died at the age of 
sixty-three years. (6) Lydia was the wife 
of Henry Klin, a farmer of Mahoning coun- 
ty, Ohio, where both died. (7) Elizabeth 
was the wife of John Lauffer, a farmer of 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and 
Loth are now deceased. (8) Mary was the 
wife of William Ringer, a farmer of Stark 
county, Ohio, where their deaths occurred, 

Mr. Andre of this review remained a 
the place of his birth until twenty-six yer 
of age, and is indebted to the district schools 
of Westmoreland county for his educational 
advantages. In early life he learned the m& 
son’s trade; and also worked in the coal 
mines for some time. On coming west 4 
1844 he settled in Pioneer township, Cedar 
county, Iowa, where he purchased land and 
successfully engaged in farming until 189% 
when’ he-laid aside active business and has 
since lived retired in Lisbon, enjoying the 
fruits of his former toil. © 

At Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Mr. Andt 
was married, in 1841, to Miss Mary Owells, 
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who died on the old homestead in Pioneer 
towiiship, Cedar county, Iowa, in 1891. Of 
the six children born of that unton three are 
still living, namely: (1) Hugh, a capitalist 
of Lisbon, married Elizabeth Owens, of 
Pioneer township, Cedar county, and they 
have one child, John. (2) Lazarus, a prom- 
inent farmer and stock raiser of Pioneer 
township, Cedar county, married Wildy Wil- 
son, and they have three children, Clara, 
Charles and Lee. (3) William is success- 
fully engaged in farming on the old home- 
stead of over three hundred acres, and is 
also extensively engaged in stock raising. 
He married Sarah Morton, and they have 
six children, Samuel, Cora, Alice, Minnie, 
Lula and an infant. 

Mr. Andre was again married, .in 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, November 14, 
1893, his second union being with Mrs. 
Sebyla Kunkle, widow of John Kunkle and 
a daughter of Daniel and Mary (Berlin) 
Gressman, both of whom died in Pennsyl- 
vania. By occupation the father was a farm- 
er. By her former marriage Mrs. Andre 
has three children, two of whom are still 
living: Mary, wife of William Kline, of 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania; and Sarah, 
widow of William Remally, and also a resi- 
dent of Greensburg. 

When Mr. Andre first came to Iowa he 
found this region near all wild, unbroken 
prairie land; and has witnessed almost its 
entire development and upbuilding. - At that 
ttme there were only one or two houses in 
Lisbon and but one in Mt. Vernon. In 
1850 he went to California, where he was 
engaged in mining: for some time. He left 
Council Bluffs: on May 13 and reached 
Placerville on August 10. The trip was 
made in covered wagons. Returning he took 
a sailing vessel at San Francisco and after 
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a seventy-two-day voyage reached Panama, 
and from there, after walking across the 
isthmus, took a steamer at Aspinwall to New 
Orleans, and then up the Mississippi river 
to Muscatine. He has traveled quite ex- 
tensively, having visited twenty-seven states 
of the Union. When the country became 
involved in civil war he enlisted, in 1852, at 
Mechanicsville, Cedar county, in Company 
H, Vhirty-fifth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
and was in the service twenty-seven months, 
taking part in a number of important bat- 
tles, the sieges of Vicksburg and Jackson- 
ville, and the Red river expedition. He re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Meniplus, 
Tennessee, in November, 1864, and returned 
to the more quiet pursuits of farm life. 
For a number of years he served as assessor 
of Pioneer township, Cedar county. In 
business affairs-he has prospered, and he be- 
longs to that class known as self-made men, 
his success in life being due entirely to his 
own untiring industry, indomitable perse- 
verance and good management. He has the 
respect and confidence of all who know him 
and well deserves their high regard. In 
politics Mr. Andre has always supported the 
principles: of the Democratic party. 


—————_o+e—__— 


HENRY W. OWEN. 


This well-known and highly-esteemed 
citizen of Mt. Vernon was born at Sara- 
toga Springs, New York, on the 22d of 
February, 1836, his parents being William 
C. and Hannah B. (Bliss) Owen, also na- 
tives of that state. The latter was an own 
cousin of Colonel P. P. Bliss, who was con- 
nected with the Moody and Sankey revivals, 
and was killed in a railway disaster at Ash- 


%, 


144 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





tabula, Ohio, while trying to,save his Wife. 
The father, who was a carpenter by trade, 
continued to make his home at Saratoga 
Springs until called to his final rest in 1893, 
at the age of eighty-six years. His wife 
died in 1883, at the age of seventy-four. 
They were the parents of ten children, but 
only our subject and his sister, Mrs. Emma 
Harrington, of Saratoga Springs, are now 
living. 

At the age of sixteen Henry W. Owen 
left home and went to western New York, 
where he worked for an uncle for five years, 
and then returned to Saratoga Springs, 
where the following year was passed. In 
1858 he renioved to Illinois, and was en- 
gaged in farming near Peru for a time, aft- 
erward locating in Livingston county, that 
state. While there he enlisted. in 1864, in 
Company F, Thirtieth Hlinois Volunteer In- 
fantry, at Peoria, and was in the service un- 
til the close of the war, being discharged at 
Washington, D. C., in 1865. 

On his return to Illinois Mr. Owen en- 
gaged in farming in Bureau county for one 
year, and at the end of that time settled near 
Chatsworth,.in Germanville township, Liv- 
ingston county, where he followed the same 
Occupation until his return to New York in 
1875. The following two years were spent 
in Saratoga Springs, and at the erid of that 
time he came to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, where he 
has since made his home, an honored and 
highly respected citizen. At present he is 
serving as conmmander of W. C. Demmitt 
Post, No. 400, G. A. R., and is a supporter 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Owen was married, November 1, 
1860, the lady of his choice being Miss 
Rachel S. Davis, by whom he had four chil- 
dren, three born in Bureau county, Illinois, 
and the youngest in Saratoga Springs, New 


York. In order of birth they are as follows: 
Llewellen is at home with her parents; Una 
E. is the wife of W. G. Power, a_ book 
dealer of Mt. Vernon, a sketch of whom ap- 
pears in this work, and they have two chil- 
dren, Ruth and Wilbur; Adelbert, an engin- 
eer residing in Kewanee, Henry county, IIli- 
nois, is married and has two children, Hazel 
and Isla; and Charles \W. married Vera 
Vaughn, of Wyoming, Iowa, and is clerking 
in a store at Mt. Vernon. 

Mrs. Owen is a native of Pennsylvania, 
and a daughter of Benjamin and Unity 
(Smith) Davis. Her father was born in 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, and continued 
to make his home in that state until Mrs. 
Owen was fourteen years of age, when he re- 
moved with his family to Bureau county, Ilii- 
nois, where he was engaged in farming many 
years. During his last days le lived retired 
at Peru, Illinois, where he died at the ripe 
old age of eighty-seven years. Mrs. Owen's 
mother had passed away twenty years pre 
vious. In their family were nine children, 
six sons and three daughters, eight of whom 
are still living and reside in various parts 
of the country. The oldest son, Llewellyn, 
was born in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
in 1835, and was a soldier of the Union 
army from 1861 to 1866, serving as fist 
lieutenant of his company. In 1867 he was 
appointed deputy. United States revenue col- 
lector for La Fayette and Saline counties, 
Missouri, and held many offices of honor 
and trust in the former county, being 4 
prominent lawyér of Lexington, the county 
seat of that county. In 1868 he was elected 
state senator.. He was killed in a railroad 
accident in California. His brother, Thom 
as, was also in the Civil war, and is now 4 
resident of Washington, Kansas. On te 
paternal side Mrs. Owen is of Welsh e* 
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traction, her grandfather, Thomas Davis, 
having come to this country from Wales at 
an early day and settled in Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, where he followed farming 
for many vears. He died there at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-six years. 


—_o+-o—__—_ 


BENJAMIN MATHES. 


This well-known resident of Marion is 
one of the leading German-born citizens of 
the place, and in his successful: career he has 
shown the characteristic thrift and enterprise 
of his race. Beginning with no capital ex- 
cept that acquired by his own industry, he 
met with excellent success in his farming 
operations for many years, and is now living 
retired. 

Mr. Mathes was horn near Frankfort-on- 
the-Main, Germany, February 11, 1831, and 
iz a. son of Nicholas and Barbara (Fischer) 
Mathes, natives of the same place, where as 
farming people they spent their entire lives, 
the father dying at the advanced age of 
ninety-six years, the mother at the age of 
eighty-eight. Religiously they were mem- 
hers of the Lutheran church. They were 
the parents of six children, namely: Mar- 
garet, Mary and Philip, all deceased ; Nich- 
Olas, who came to Linn county, Lowa, in 
1856, and died here in 1889; Dorde, wife 
of Lewis Cager, of Johnson county, Iowa; 
and Benjamin. 

The subject of this sketch was reared 
and educated in his native land, and prior 
to coming to America he worked for one 
firm four years in the wholesale grocery 
business and the manufacture of soap and 
candles. It was in 1851 that he crossed the 
broad Atlantic and took up his residence in 


Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where he 
was in the employ of the Safe Harbor Iron 
Works until August, 1855. The following 
two months were spent in Dubuque, Iowa, 
and at the end of that time he came to Ma- 
rion with his brother and others. He 
brought with him three hundred dollars in 
gold, which he invested in city lots. After 
working for others for five years Mr. Mathes 
purchased a team and commenced breaking 
prairie. Subsequently he rented the Judge 
Walch farm in Marion township for two 
years, and at the end of that time purchased 
the place. As a farmer and stock raiser he 
met with marked success, and at one time 
owned three hundred acres of valuable and 
well-improved land in this county, which he 
sold on his removal to Marion in the fall of 
1888, and has since laid aside all business 
cares, enjoying a well-earned rest. His pres- 
ent elegant home was built by him in. 1897 
at a cost of three thousand dollars. 

On the 2d of July, 1859, in Marion,. 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Mathes 
and Miss Anna Schmidt, who was also born 
it Germany, and came to this country when 
fourteen years of age. Unto them were born 
the following children: Lizzie, wife of Syl- 
vester Walser, a farmer of -Otter Creek 
township, this county; Charles, a farmer of 
Johnson county, Iowa, whose wife, Minnie 
Grieshopper, died in September, 1895; Ben- 
jainin F., who married Ada Strucker, and 
follows farming in Otter Creek township, 
Linn county; John, who married Anna Can- 
non, and is employed in a hardware store in 
Marion; Lewis E., who married Flora Car- 
penter, and is clerking in a grocery store 
in Marion; and Robert Wesley, at home. 

In his religious belief Mr. Mathes is a 
Lutheran, and in his political affiliations 1s. 
a Republican. He has served as a delegate 
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to the conventions of his party, and has 
most capably filled the office of school di- 
rector, giving his unqualified support to any 
enterprise which he believes will advance the 
moral, educational or material welfare of his 
adopted county. He has always been a very 
steady, hard-working man, and well deserves 
the success that has come to him. 


qr“ - 
~~ = —__$_-—— 


SAMUEL S. PFAUTZ. 


More than fifty-six years have elapsed 
since this gentleman first came to Linn coun- 
ty, and he has therefore witnessed almost 
its entire growth and development, and 1s 
to-day numbered among its honored pioneers 
as well as one of the representative citizens 
of Lisbon. A native of Pennsylvania, he 
was born in Lancaster county June g, 1819, 
and is the only surviving member of a fam- 
ily of seven children. His parents, Samuel 
and Mary Magdalene (Swar) Pfautz, spent 
their entire lives in the Keystone state. Thie 
Pfautz family originated in Asia, but later 
lived in Italy and then France, from which 
country they were driven out by religious 
persecution, and then sought a home in Eng- 
land and afterward in America. 

Mr. Pfautz is indebted to the district 
schools of his native state for his educational 
advantages, and on leaving school at the age 
of fifteen years he engaged in clerking for 
his father in Moravia, Pennsylvania. He 
afterward learned the cooper’s trade, at 
which he worked for a time, and later was 
employed in a mill. In 1845: he came to 
Iowa, which was then a territory, stopping 
first at Keokuk, from which ‘place he walked 
to Jowa City and later to Cedar Rapids. 
He found the last named place a mere vil- 


lage with only a few houses, a small woolen 
nvill, a sawmill and = gristmill. Nicholas 
Brown was then the ‘“headman’” of the 
town. After remaining here a shert time 
Mr. Pfautz went to Dubuque, but not being 
able to find work at that place he proceeded 
to Galena, Illinois, and Mineral Point, Wis- 
consin, where he worked in a lead furnace 
for one month. Lead was then hauled from 
that point to Galena and then shipped down 
the river by boat to St. Louis. 

Mr. Pfautz spent the following summer 
in St. Louis, and then went to Germantown, 
Ohio, from which place he rode horseback 
to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in the spring of 
1846. Near the latter city he was employed 
in caring for horses until 1848, when he te 
turned to Iowa. He spent a short time in 
Muscatine, which was then called Blooming- 
ton, and then came to Lisbon, where he 
worked at making shingles. He next went 
to Jones county, where in 1849 he built a 
sawmill in connection with his brother. The 
following year he and two brothers, accom 
panied by two others, crossed the plains © 
the Pacific slope with two ox-teams. OM 
reaching Oregon City he engaged in building 
ferry boats there until. March, 1851, when 
they proceeded on their way to California, 10 
cating at Eureka, where they had just dis- 
covered-gold. There the little company sold 
their provisions, receiving one dollar pé 
pound for flour; one dollar and a half pé 
pound for sugar, coffee and tea, and one 
dollar apiece for eggs. Mr. Piautz engaged 
in mining at that place with: fairly good 
success until the fall of 1852, when he started 
for his old home in Pennsylvania. He tra 
eled by stage from Redding Springs to sac 
Tamento, a distance of two hundred miles, 
and from San Francisco returned to New 
York by the Nicaragua route, passing OV 
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the territory through which the Nicaragua 
canal is to be made. Missing the steamer 
at Nicaragua, he was obliged to remain 
there six weeks before he could get another. 
The steamer on which he sailed stopped at 
Kingston, Jamaica, for coal, and. also at 
Havana, Cuba, so ha he had a chance to 
visit both places. They encountered some 
severe storms off the coast of North Caro- 
lina, and ten of the passengers died of yel- 
low fever. Mr. Pfautz also had an attack 
of that dread disease. On reaching New 
York he took the train for his native town, 
remaining in Lancaster until the following 
spring. 

In 1853 we again find Mr. Pfautz in 
Lisbon, Iowa, where for a year he was em- 
ployed in a store, carried on in a brick build- 
ing which then occupied the site of the pres- 
ent opera house. He then purchased eighty 
acres of raw prairie land in Linn township, 
for which he paid six hundred dollars, and 
to which he afterward added one hundred 
acres that had previously heen broken. All 
of this property he placed under a high state 
of cultivation and continued to successfully 
operate the same until the spring of 1883, 
when! he removed to Van Horn, Benton 
county, lowa. There he bought an improved 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres, on 
which he made his home for four years, and 
at the end of that time went to Fall River 
county, South Dakota, taking up a claim 
of one hundred and sixty acres near Hot 
Springs, where he lived for eight years. At 
the end of that period he returned to Lisbon, 
Iowa, ‘to spend his remaining days in ease 
and quiet, free from the cares and respon- 
sibilities of business life. Politically he is 
a supporter of the Democracy, and frater- 
nally was at one time a member of the Ma- 
sonic order. - He is widely and favorably 
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known throughout Linn county, and has a 
host of friends in the various communities. 
where he has resided. 

On the 27th of February, 1855, in Ma- 
rion, Iowa, Mr. Pfautz wedded Miss Mary 
McAllister, who was born in Kingston, Up- 
per Canada, September 19, 1830, and is a 
daughter of Niece and Nancy (Craig) Mc- 
Allister, both natives of county Antrim, 
Ireland. She is one of a family of twelve 
children, but has only two brothers and one 
sister now living, namely: Thomas, who 
married Elizabeth McClusky and resides. 
near Mechanicsville, Cedar county; James, 
who married Lettie White and lives in 
Louisville, Pottawatomie county, Kansas; 
and Catherine Cherry, widow of John Man- 
ning and a resident of Toledo, Ohio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pfautz had a family of 
seven children, namely: (1) Anna resides. 
with her parents. (2) Maggie is tlie wife 
of Sherman Riddell, of Chariton, Iowa. (3) 
Louise is the wife of David West, of Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, and they have three daugh- 
ters, Grace, Gale and Vera. (4) Albert J. 
is mentioned below. (5) Samuel A. died 
in infancy. (6) Ella is the wife of J. W. 
Strouse, of Peck, Idaho, and they have two: 
children, Vera and Byron. (7) Alice E. is 
the wife of Carey F. Harrington, of Rock- 
ford, Illinois, and they have one child, Fay. 

Albert J. Pfautz, the only son of our 
subject, was born in Linn county, Iowa, 
October 6, 1862, and was educated in a dis- 
trict school two miles north of Lisbon. He 
was married, in Benton county, this state, 
March 10, 1886, to Miss Gertrude Catlin, 
who was born near Vinton, Iowa, June 14, 
1867, a daughter of James E. and Eliza 
(Mills) Catlin, natives of Pennsylvania. Her 
father is a farmer by occupation. Albert: 
J. Pfautz and wife have six children: Lola, 
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Loren, Lois, Ina, Harold and Elizabeth, For 
a time the father of these children engaged 
in farming near Van Horn, Benton county, 
but in April, 1886, went to the Black Hills, 
and as a squatter he’ located a claim in Fall 
River county, South Dakota, where he re- 
mained until the summer of 1889. He then 
went to the Wind River mountains in Wy- 
oming, but returned home in the fall of that 
year, and removed to Hot Springs, South 
Dakota, where he engaged in the hotel busi- 
ness and also helped to build the Soldiers 
Home. About Christmas time he returned 
to his claim near Oelrich, South Dakota, but 
in the sprmg of 1890 we find him a resi- 
dent of Hay Springs, Nebraska, near which 
place he took up a homestead claim. He 
remained there until the following March, 
living there during the Indian outbreak. He 
served as United States messenger for Cap- 
tain Hanson of Company G, Nebraska Na- 
tional Guards. In the spring of 1891 he 
returned to Hot Springs, South Dakota, 
where he conducted a hotel and engaged in 
carpentering and contracting for two years. 
He was next engaged in farming on his 
place near Oclrich until September, 1895, 
when he and some companions took a trip 
in a covered wagon, crossing Iowa into 
Missouri and over into Nebraska by way of 
Omaha, thus traveling one thousand and 
fifty miles by team. Mr. Pfautz then spent 
one year in Paullina, Iowa, and then re- 
moved to Cherokee, this state. In the fall 
of 1897 he went to the grain belt of South 
Dakota, traveling through the country op- 
erating a threshing machine, and then re- 
turned to Pottawattamie county, Iowa, 
where he remained two months. He was 
next engaged in the grocery business at Vin- 
ton, Benton county, Iowa, for a vear, and 
then followed farming for a time, but is now 





interested in the insurance business at Key- 
wood Park, Linn county. He is &rving 
as deputy of the Ancient Order of the Red 
Cross, and is also a member of the Modem 
Brotherhood of America, while in religious 
belief he is a Baptist, and in politics is a 


Democrat. 
tg ste - 


ADAM WHITLATCH. 


Adam \Whitlatch, a retired farmer and 
highly respected citizen of Mt. Vernon, was 
born in Perry county, Ohio, October 16, 
1837, and is a son of John WV. and Annie 
(Mann) Whitlatch, who were born, reared 
and married in Pennsylvania. He was only 
two years old when, in 1839, the family 
came to Linn county, Iowa, and located on 
a farm in Linn township, seven miles north- 
west of Mt. Vernon, being among the earliest 
settlers of this region. Later his parents 
removed to Hardin county, Iowa, where the 
mother died. The father’s death occurred 
int Nebraska. In their family were the fal- 
lowing children: Jennie, widow of Adam 
Mann and a resident of Linn township, this 
county; Mary A., widow of David Mann 
and a resident of Steele county, Minnesota; 
William, who married Hulda Phillips, now 
deceased, and lives in the state of Wash- 
ington; Rebecca, wife of Peter Mann, of 
Steele county, Minnesota; Polly M., widow 
of William Wood and a resident of Mt 
Vernon, Iowa; David, who married Almira 
Sammons, now deceased, and makes hus 
home in California; Adam, the subject of 
this sketch; Rachel, widow of George Rut- 
dall and a resident of Genoa, Nebraska; 
Sarah, wife of Amos Stevens, of St. Ed- 
ward, Nebraska; and Mahala, wife of Scott 
Willard, of St. Edwards. 

After the family located in Linn counly 
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it was quite a while before a school-house 
was built in their neighborhood, but one was 
finally built of logs, and supplied with seats 
made of split logs with pegs for legs. At 
first there were no desks, and those made 
consisted of a board laid across pins driven 
into the wall. Our subject had little op- 
portunity to attend school, as his father was 
uot able to pay the subscription and there 
were no public schools at that time, but his 
training at farm work was not so meager 
and he assisted in the labors of the home 

place until twenty-four years of age. 
During the Civil war Mr. Whitlateh en- 
listed October 11, 1861, in Company A, 
Thirteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, which 
was mustered into the United States service 
ai Davenport, and then sent to St. Louis, 
aud later to Jefferson City, Misouri. On 
their return to St. Louis they boarded the 
steamer Hiawatha and were conveyed to 
Shiloh, taking part in the battle at that place, 
April 6 and 7, 1862. They participated in 
the siege of Corinth and the battle at that 
place, October 4 and S, and then went to 
Ripley, where they defeated the rebels. Re- 
turning to Corinth, they remained there for 
a time, and then went down through Mis- 
Sissippi to get in the rear of Vicksburg, but 
at Holly Springs the rebels got in behind 
them and blew up their base of supplies, 
so that they had to return to La Fayette 
on the Memphis & Charleston Railroad. 
They next went down the river from Mem- 
pis to Milliken’s Bend, just above Vicks- 
burg, from there to ‘Lake Providence, and 
then hack to Milliken’s Bend. They marched 
round Vicksburg to Grand Gulf, and then 
crossed the river and took their stand op- 
ree nae ee 
and at the eee thi aaa Dare 
e of the surrender of Vicks- 


burg it was their duty to keep Johnston 
from going to the relief of the fort. After 
spending some time at that place they went 
up the Yazoo river to Yazoo City, and then 
back to Vicksburg, where they went into 
winter quarters. While there. Mr. Whit- 
latch re-eulisted for three years, and went 
with his command on the Meridian raid. 
He was then granted a furlough and spent 
one month at home. Taking a boat at 
Clinton, Iowa, he then went down the river 
to Cairo, and up the Tennessee to Clifton, 
from which place his command marched 
across the country to join General Sherman’s 
army, which they avertook at Big Shanty, 
Georgia. During the following forty-eight 
days they were almost constantly under fire. 
On the 2d of July, 1864, they drove the 
enemy across the Chattahoochie river, and 
then fell back, fighting for three days. On 
the 22d of that month Mr. Whitlateh was 
captured at Atlanta, and for two months 
was confined in the noted Andersonville 
prison. While en route from the place of 
his capture to Andersonville the train was 
wrecked between East Point and Macon, 
Georgia. He was then taken to Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, and a month later to 
Florence, that state, from which place he 
was transferred to Wilmington, was later 
sent to Goldsboro, then back to Wilmington 
and again to Goldsboro. He was finally 
turned over to the Union forces at Wilming- 
ton, February 27, 1865, but was ill at that 
time from the effects of his imprisonment, 
and was taken by a steamer to a hospital in 
New York, where he remained until able to 
travel. He was then sent to Newburn, 
North Carolina, but as his regiment had 
started on the march he was taken to Alex-~ 
andria, Virginia. He participated in the 
grand review at Washington, D. C., May 24, 
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1865, and was mustered out of service at 
Louisville, Kentucky, on the 21st of July, 
being paid off at Davenport. 

In history we read of the spring of pure 
water that so suddenly burst forth inside 
the stockade’of Andersonville prison, when 
the thousands of prisoners were dying from 
thirst. Our subject was there at the time 
and can vouch for the truth of the miracle. 

On his return home Mr. Whitlatch re- 
sumed farming. He was married, on’ the 
31st of October, 1866, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Philomela Carnahan, who was 
born in Muskingum county, Ohio, February 
1, 1848, and is a daughter of Jacob and 
Mary (Phillips) Carnahan, natives of Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio, respectively. They were 
married in the latter state and in 1849 re- 
moved to Ivanhoe, Iowa, where the father 
worked at the carpenter’s trade for a short 
time, and then went to Jones county, mak- 
ing his home there for eight years. He next 
came to Linn county, but afterward removed 
to Jasper county, Lowa, where he remained 
until the breaking out of the Civil war, 
when he enlisted in Company D, Fortieth 
lowa Volunteer Infantry, and served three 
years. In the meantime his family removed 
to Springville, Linn county, where he lived 
for ten years, but for the past twenty-eight 
years has been a resident of Colorado, his 
home being at Palmer Lake, fifty miles 
south of Denver. He had seven children, 
namely: Mary, deceased wife of Frank Me- 
Shane, of Brown township, this county; 
Philomela, wife of our subject; John, who 
married Margaret Brockman, now deceased, 
and lives in Springville, Iowa; Electa, wife 
of Daniel Winchell, of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Jennie, wife of Lorenzo Lamkins 
and resides in Texas; Adelaide, deceased 
wife of Horace Bemis, of Pasadena, Cali- 


fornia; and Leston, who is supposed to have 
lost his life in the Rocky mountains. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Whitlatch were bom 
nine children, of whom the oldest, born Sep- 
tember 2, 1867, died in infancy; Deleina, 
born August 31, 1868, is the wife of John 
Belk, of Buchanan county, Iowa; John, bor 
May 3, 1870, lives on a farm in Franklin 
wife of James Hoffman, of Franklin town- 
township; Dora, born April 3, 1872, is the 
ship; Anna, born December 5, 1875, resides 
with her parents; Mattie, born February 26, 
1877, is the wife of Alvin Russell, of Frank- 
lin township; Ida, born July 13, 1881, Obs 
Howard, born July 24, 1882, and Hazel 
born June 2, 1886, are all at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Whitlatch lo 
cated on a farm of fifty acres on section 16, 
Linn township, which he had previously 
purchased, and made that his home for sev- 
enteen years. On selling that place he 
bought a farm of eighty acres on section 
36, Franklin township, and continued his 
residence there until his retirement from 
active labor, March 4, 1901, when he re- 
moved to Mt, Vernon. In time of war he 
was a brave and fearless soldier, and in time 
of peace is an excellent citizen, taking 4 
deep and commendable interest in public af- 
fairs. By his ballot he supports the Repub- 
lican party, while religiously he is a member 
of the United Brethren church. 


ENOCH B. DYE. 


One of the representative farmers and 
honored citizens of Marion township > 
Enoch B. Dye, who was born in Allegheny 
county, Pennsylvania, May 31, 1829, 4 $0” 
of William and Susanna (Crothers) Dyt 
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the former a native of Washington county, 
that state, the latter of Big Beaver, Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania. The father, who 
was a carpenter by trade, died in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1831. He assisted in constructing 
the first bridge across the Allegheny river. 
The mother departed this life in October, 
1890. Tor her second husband she mar- 
ried Dr. Elijah W. Lake, of Loudonville, 
Ohio, and in 1853 they came to Iowa City, 
Johnson county, Iowa. He died in Marion. 
More extended mention is made of Dr. 
Lake in the sketch of George \V. Lake on 
another page of this volume. 

There were only two children born to 
William and Susanna (Crothers) Dye, 
these being Enoch B., our subject, and Will- 
iam McEntire. The latter was born in 
Washington, Pennsylvania, January 26, 
1831, and was reared in Mansfield, Ohio, 
from which state he was appointed to West 
Point. He entered the military academy 
as cadet, July 1, 1849, and on his gradua- 
-tion, July 1, 1853, was appointed second 
lieutenant. He was then on duty at Fort 
Columbus, New York; Benicia and Fort 
Reading, California; Fort Davis and San 
Antonio, Texas, until the war broke out. 
On the 14th of May, 1861, he was com- 
missioned captain of the Eighth United 
States Infantry, and on the 2 5th of August, 
1862, was made colonel of the Twentieth 
lowa Volunteer Infantry. He participated 
il many engagements, and was mustered 
Out of the volunteer service at the close of 
the war, July 8 1865. He was commis- 
sioned major in the Fourth United States 
Infantry, January 14, 1866, and was in the 
recruiting service until sent to Plattsburg 
Barracks, New York, where he remained 
until February 18, 1867. He was a mem- 
ber of Bc examining board of New York 
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city, witil April 15, 1868, when he was 
ordered. to the frontier, and was on duty 
at Forts Larrimie and Fetterman until Feb- 
ruary 4, 1708. On the 3oth of the follow- 
ing September he received an honorable: 
discharge, and for the following three years 
was engaged in farming near Marion, Jowa. 
In 1873 he went to Egypt, having been 
recoinmended by General Sherman, who 
was traveling in that country and had been 
asked by the Egyptian government to rec- 
ommend some officer for service. Gen+ 
eral Dye took part in the Abyssinian caim- 
paign in 1876, and was wounded in the 
battle of Gura. After five years spent in 
Egypt he returned to New York, June 30, 
1878, and in 1880 published a book on 
“Egypt and Abyssinia.” He was superin- 
tendent of the metropolitan police of the 
District of Columbia from 1882 to 1886, 
and for the following two years was chief 
of the arnty and navy division of the pen- 
sion bureau: and of its special examinatioi 
division. In 1888 he wen to Korea to become 
military advisor and instructor in the service 
of the King of Korea. The Korean govern- 
ment wished to reorganize the army and they 
asked the United States legation to recom- 
mend some American officers to them. 
The legation referred it to the state depart- 
ment at Washington, which in turn referred 
it to the war department, and the war de- 
partment to the commander-in-chief of the 
arinv, who was General Sheridan. He of- 
fered the place to General Dye, who was a 
classmate of his at West Point, having 
graduated in the same year. He was also 
a cousin of General Dye. General Dye ac- 
cepted, and held the position until the spring 
of 1896, during which time he rose rapidly 
in the esteem of the king. As vice-minister 
of war and commander of the Korean 
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army he worked a revolution in that’ mili- 
tary body and put it on a scale of excel- 
lence it had never known. He introduced 
modern guns and equipment, and revised 
American tactics to fit Korean needs. 
Through all the serious political disturb- 
ances which occurred in that country he 
remained the confidential advisor and trust- 
ed friend of the king. When treachery 
threatened the king’s life General Dye lived 
in a house adjoining the royal palace and 
was believed and trusted. When Japan 
swooped down upon the helpless country 
he was practically a prisoner with the king 
in the royal palace. He was never permit- 
ted to take advantage of a month’s leave 
of absence according to contract on account 
of the political condition of the country, 
although the condition of his health de- 
manded a vacation. He therefore remained 
in Korea continuously for more than eleven 
years, sacrificing his health, and without 
reaping such reward as the faithful might 
expect. When the Russians came into 
power General Dye’s military service ended, 
but he remained in. Seoul engaged in other 
public work. While there he had all kinds 
of fruit trees shipped to that country and 
instructed the natives in the raising of fruit, 
etc. He was ill for some time, and on the 
5th of May, 1899, started for home by 
way of Japan and Hawaii, arriving in San 
Francisco June 27, and remaining there 
nutil July 11, when he proceeded to his 
home in Muskegon, Michigan. There he 
passed away on the 13th of November fol- 
lowing. He was married February 18, 
1864, to Miss Ellen A. Rucker, daughter 
of Judge Rucker, of Chicago, and to them 
were born three children: J. Henry, who 
was with his father in Korea for three 
years and a half as civil engineer, and is 
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now living in Muskegon, Michigan; Mrs. 
S. E. Baylis, of Chicago; and Annette M, 
a teacher in the ‘Muskegon high schoo). 
Enoch B. Dye was educated in the 
schools of Mansfield, Ohio, and for a time 
was engaged in teaching in the country 
city schools for several years. He also 
engaged in bookkeeping to some extent 
In 1858 he removed to Iowa City, John- 
son county, Iowa, and took charge of the 
Tremont House, which he conducted until 
it was destroyed by fire the following year. 
He next taught school in Crawford and 
Morrow counties, Ohio, until 1867, when 
he came to Marion, and for several years 


successfully followed that profession in this 


city. He is now engaged in farming in 
Marion townslup, and for the past five yeats 
has devoted considerable attention to Ins 
inventions, having several different patenis, 
such as car couplers, fire and burglar 
alarms, etc. 

On the 23d of June, 1857, in Waslung- 
ton, Pennsylvania, was celebrated the mar 
riage of Mr. Dye and Miss Malvina & 
Dye, of that place, a daughter of David 
and Sarah Dye. The father was a tailor by 
trade, died in 1887, and the mother also 
died the same year. The children born to 
our subject and his wife are Sarah, wife of 
George Collins, of Belle Plain, Lowa; Will- 
iam L., a mason of Calhoun county, [owa; 
John D. McC., who is engaged in farming 
on his father’s farm in Marion township; 
George W. R., a carpenter and builder of 
Marion; and Joseph Milton, an attorney of 
wea, Iowa. 

Mr. Dye is a member of the First Con- 
gregational church of Marion, and a stanch 
supporter of the Democratic party, though 
he has never been an office-seeker. He 38. 
a man of recognized ability and stands 
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high in the community where he has so 
long made Ins home. Those who know 
him best are numbered among his warmest 
friends, and no citizen in the coutity is 
more honored or highly respected. 


ee 


LEONARD F. LOUNSBURY. 


As a mason this gentleman has been 
actively identified with the bisiness interests 
of Cedar Rapids since the 16th of June, 
1882, and is accounted one of its most en- 
ergetic and reliable business men. 
of Connecticut, he was born in Stamford, 
Fairfield. county, on the 3d of September, 
1837, and belongs to a family of French 
extraction, which was founded in the new 
world in 1660, his ancestors being among 
the earliest settlers of Connecticut. His pa- 
ternal great-grandfather was Gideon Louns- 
bury, and his grandfather was Elijah Louns- 
bury, both life-long residents of that state. 
His father, Ezra Lounsbury, was born and 
reared there, and throughout his active busi- 
ness career followed the shoemaker’s trade. 
In September, 1822, he married Miss Phoebe 
Scofield, also a native of Connecticut, and 
a daughter of Alpheus Scofield. To them 


were born four children, of whom Leonard’ 


F. is the youngest and the only one mar- 
ried. The others are Mary E., Betsy M. 
and FE. Willard, all residents of New 
Canaan, Connecticut. The father died in 
that state: in October, 186s. 

The early educational advantages of our 
subject Were such as the common school of 
pect afforded during his boyhood. 
soceln the plasterer’s trade, and later 
ot a rick-layer, following those occu- 

Ons in Fairfield county, Connecticut, for 


A native’ 
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over twenty years. On the 16th of June, 
1882, ‘he joined an old friend, Charles E. 
Seely, in Cedar Rapids, and forming a part- 
nership they engaged in contracting and 
building for about ten years. The last piece 
of work which they did together was plas- 
tering the Kimball block. Since then Mr. 
Lounsbury has been alone in business, and 
many of the public buildings and private 
residences of Cedar Rapids bear evidence of 
his handiwork. He has purchased several 
luts in the city and built residences thereon, 
and in this way has materially promoted its 
welfare. 

On the 1st of May, 1869, in Connecti- 
cut, Mr. Lounsbury was united in marriage 
with Miss H. Eliza Kellogg. a native of 
that state, where she died February 13, 1881, 
and to them were born two children: Alice, 
now a teacher of Connecticut, was educated 
in Cedar Rapids, and taught school here for 
atime. Frank L. is married and holds a 
responsible position in a mercantile estab- 
lishment of Cedar Rapids. Mr. Lounsbury 
was again married, in New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, March 3, 1886, his second union being 
with Miss Elizabeth A. Root, who was born 
in’ Norwalk, that state, and: reared and edu- 
cate in Fairfield county. They have one 
daughter, Florence May, now a student in 
the Cedar Rapids schools. The Root family 
is of English descent and among the pio- 
neers of Connecticut, of which state Mrs. 
Lounsbury’s father, William E. Root, and 
her grandfather, Miles Root, were both na- 
tives. On reaching manhood the former 
married Martha A. Saxon, who was born 
in England, and came to America when a 
young lady of eighteen years. By trade he 
was a mechanic and was engaged in manu- 
facturing business in Connecticut for many 
years, but spent his last days with his daugh- 
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ter, Mrs. Lotinsbury, in Cedar Rapids, where 
he died May 10, 1896. 

Since casting his first presidential ballot 
for Abraham Lincoln in 1860, Mr. Louns- 
bury has been a Stanch supporter of the Re- 
publican party on national issues, but at local 
elections votes. independent of party lines, 
supporting the men whom he believes best 
qualified to fill the offices. He has never 
cared for political honors, but has always 
taken a deep and commendable interest in 
public affairs, as every true American citi- 
zen should. He and his wife hold member- 
ship in the Methodist Episcopal church, and: 
she is a very active worker in the same, be- 
ing a member of the Foreign Missionary 
Society, and a teacher in the Sunday-school- 
for many years. Almost forty years ago Mr. 
Lounsbury joined the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows in Connecticut, but has never 
transferre:l his membership to the lodge-at 
Cedar Rapids. Upright and reliable in all 
things, he commands the respect and -con-. 
fidence of all with whom he has been brought 
in contact either in business or social life, 
and well merits the high regard of his fel- 
low citizens. 


WASHINGTON B. CARPENTER. 


The subject of this personal narration: 
is one of the most successful and progressive 
farmers of Marion township; though his 
home is in the city of Marion on Seventh 
avenue west. He was born in Delaware 
countv, New York, on the 27th of October, 
1829, and is a son of David P. and Rachel 
(Brownell) Carpenter, the former also a na- 
tive of the Empire state and the latter of 
Rutland, Vermont. The father was a farm- 
er by occupation and was an officer tn the 
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war of 1812, receiving a lane warrant for 
his sérvices. He had two brothers, Will 
iam and Charles, who fought for American’ 
independence as soldiers of the Revolution- 
ary war. Both he and his wife were active 
and consistent members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, in which he served as 
class leader for many years. He died in 
New York at the age of sixty-four years, 
and she passed away at the age of fifty-four. 
Of their thirteen children our subject ts 
probably the only survivor, though his. 
brother Caleb, who has not ‘been heard of 
ior years, may be still living in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

During his boyhood Washington B. Car- 
penter attended the district schools of his: 
native state, but his educational ‘advantages 
were ineager. His training at farm labor, 
however, was not so limited and he early 
acquired an excellent knowledge of agri: 
cultural pursuits. Before coming west he 
was employed in a wholesale store in New 
York city for eight or nine years. In March, 
1864, he arrived in Mt. Vernon, Linn cour 
ty, Iowa, and’ was first engaged in farming: 
in Franklin: township, where he purchased 
land. In his farming operations he has met 
with most excellent success, and is now the 
owner of a fine farm of: four hundred and 
seventy-five acres of land in Marion towm® 
ship, all of which is under a high state of 
cultivation with the exception of a small 
tract of timber land. He has an orchard 
upon his place, but most of the land 18 
planted in corn and oats. He raises 2 high 
grade of thoroughbred cattle, and raised the 
finest steer ever produced in the state, i 
weighing thirty-six hundred pounds in Chr 
cago when four years old. He owns sh 
farms, one of which he rents, while the other 
is operated by hired help. | 
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On the 21st of March, 1852, Mr. Car- 
penter was united in marriage.with Miss 
Frances A. Mason, also a native of New 
York, and a daughter of R. W. and S. M. 
Mason, who came to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, 
about 1850. By occupation her father was 
a farmer. Of his twelve children three 
sons were among the boys in blue of the 
Civil war. L. H., who had _ previously 
served as sheriff of this county, was a quar- 
termaster in the service and died about 
twelve hours after his return home. FE. R., 
now a resident of Marion, was a lieutenant, 
and was held a prisoner at Andersonville 
for six months. John C. entered the serv- 
ice aS a corporal, an! was severely wounded 
in the hattle of Shiloh, after which he re- 
turned home. He has heen sergeant at arms 
at the capitol in Des Moines, and is now 
serving as justice of the peace in Green- 
held, Iowa. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter were born 
three children: (1) Alfred M., a farmer 
of Marion township, Linn county, ntarried, 
first. Alice D. Simpson, and they had seven 
children, Blanche, Florence, Frances, Pearl, 
Emily, Cora and Earl. In 1897 she died, 
and in April, 1899, he married Mrs. Mar- 
jorie Goodlove, and they have one child, 
Dorothy. (2) Claud C., an extensive farm- 
er and cattle dealer living a mile east of 
Marion, married,. first, Libbie Belle, and 
they had five children: Daisy, who died 
young; Belle; Benjamin; Clinton and Ralph. 
In a 893 she passed away, and for his second 
wile he married Stella Stinson, in 1899, and 
they have one child, Frances Beulah. (3) 
Cora A. married Charles Heer and died in 
1887, at the age of Cwenty-four years. -With 
her was buried her daughter, Louise, who 
tied at the.same time, aged two years. Our 
Subject and his wife have three great-grand- 


children: Lewis Mathews, Earl Lary and 
Alice Thompson. 

since her girlhood days Mrs. Carpenter 
has been an earnest member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and she is also a member 
of the Chautauqua Society. Mr. Carpenter 
is a Knight Templar Mason, and is one of 
the most prominent and highly esteemed 
citizens of Marion. In business affairs he is 
upright and honorable and his life has ever 
been such as to commend him to the con- 
fidence of all with whom he has come in 
contact either in business or social affairs. 
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WILLIAM G. POWER. 


William G. Power, proprietor of the 
only exclusive book and stationery store of 
Mt. Vernon, and one of the leading busi- 
ness men of the place, is a native of Iowa, 
his birth having occurred in Des Moines 
county September 15, 1844. His father, 
G. W. Power, was born in Indiana, and 
was married in Greencastle, that state, to 
Eliza A. Kynett, who was born at Gettys- 
hurg, Pennsylvania, on the 2gth of Octo- 
her, 1819. In 1840 they came west and 
located in Des Moines county, Jowa, where 
the father engaged in carpentering and con- 
tracting until his removal to Mt. Vernon 
in 1864. Here he carried on the same oc- 
cupation. He was a member of the Thirty- 
seventh Jowa Volunteer Infantry, known 
as the Graybeard Regiment, in the war of 
the Rebellion. He died at Mackinaw, Illi- 
nois, in 1875, and his wife, who long sur- 
vived him, passed away at Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa, May 12, 1895. In their family were 
eight children, namely: Margaret, who 
married John J. Prehm, of Montgomery 
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county, Iowa, and died about 1882; Aman- 
da, who died in Lisbon November 14, 1865; 
Isaac N., who was a member of Company 
G, Thirty-ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
and was killed in the battle of Allatoona, 
Georgia, October 5, 1864; William G., our 
subject; Mary Emma, wife of J. H. M. 
Edwards, of Logan, Iowa; Charles Wesley, 
who died August 22, 1880; Alpha J., who 
married E. Kate Fox and lives in Chicago; 
and Lewis F., who married Effie Harron 
and resides in Beatrice, Nebraska. 

The early education of our subject was 
received in the public schools of Des Moines 
county, which he attended during the win- 
ter months for about five years, and then 
assisted his father on the farm and at the 
carpenter’s trade until he attained his sev- 
enteenth year. In 1862 he enlisted at 
Dodgeville in Company G, Thirty-ninth 
Towa Volunteer Infantry, and was in camp 
at Davenport until December of that year, 
when the regiment went south to Cairo, 
Illinois, and from there to Columbus, Ken- 
tucky. Subsequently they took part in sev- 
eral skirnushes in western Tennessee, and 
then proceeded to Corinth, - Mississippi, 
where they made their headquarters until 
the fall of 1863, when they crossed the 
Tennessee river to Pulaski and Columbia. 
In April, 1864, they joined General Sher- 
man’s army at Chattanooga and were placed 
on the right of the advance guard. They 
participated in the engagements at Snake 
Creek Gap, Lay’s Ferry and Rome Cross 
Roads, and made their headquarters at 
Rome, Georgia, for a time. They pursued 
General Wheeler through Tennessee, pass- 
ing Chattanooga, Knoxville, Nashville and 
to Florence, Alabama, and returned to 
Rome, Georgia. On the 4th of October, 
1864, they were among the troops sent by 


General Sherman to reinforce General 
Corse at Allatoona, after the former general 
had signalled from MKenesaw Mountain, 
from which message the song, “Hold the 
Fort, for I am Coming,” originated. In 
that engagement Mr. Power’s company of 
twenty-four men present lost fourteen men, 
killed, wounded and missing, including his 
brother, Isaac N., who was killed. Our 
subject was wounded in the left forearm by 
a minie ball, and after the battle was sent 
to Chattanooga, and later to Nashville. 
From the latter place he was taken by the 
hospital boat down the Cumberland and up 
the Ohio to New Albany, Indiana, and on 
the 5th of December, 1864, was transferred 
to Keokuk, Iowa. He was finally dis- 
charged July 28, 1865. 

Mr. Power then came to Mt. Vernon 
and entered the employ of Charles Coilins, 
a druggist and postmaster of this place, be 
ing given charge of the postal work and 
remaining with him two years. He next 
formed a partnership with E. D. Sargent 
in the book’ business, was for two yéats 
secretary of the Lisbon Manufacturing 
Company, and in 1879 purchased the drug 
store of Mr. James Carson, which he carried 
on for some years. He also Served as post 
master under President Harrison. He was 
for two years associated with W. V. Cham 
bers in the hardware trade. He 1s now SU 
cessfully engaged in the book, stationery 
and insurance business, and is also commis: 
sioned as notary public. 

On the 17th of December, 1867, Mr. 
Power married Miss Sarah A. Berrymath . 
a native of Kentucky and a daughter of 
Enos J. and Deborah (Leaming) Berry 
man, who were born in Ohio, and removed 
to Clinton county, Iowa, in 1860. In 1869 
they came to Mt. Vernon, where Mr. Ber- 
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ryman died December 26, 1878, and his 
wife passed away March 21, 1887. They 
were the parents of eight children. Mrs. 
Power died September 11, 1888, and the 
two children born of that union, Enos Clair 
and Harry E., are also deceased. 


Mr. Power was again married at Mt. 


Vernon, November 27, 1889, his second 
union being with Miss Una E. Owen, who 
was born in Arlington, Iliinois, December 
7, 1864, a daughter of Henry W. and Re- 
becca B. (Davis) Owen. The father was 
born in New York February 22, 1836, the 
mother in Pennsylvania November 1, 1841, 
and in November, 1878, they became resi- 
dents of Mt. Vernon, Iowa. They have 
a family of four children: Ella, born in 
1862, is engaged in teaching school in Mt. 
Vernon; Mrs. Power is the next in order 
of birth; A. D., born November 22, 1867, 
was married in October, 1893, to Allie 
Thomas, and is now employed in a brass 
foundry at Kewanee, Illinois; and Charles 
W., born August 22, 1876, was married 
March 21, 1900, to Minnie Vaughn, and 
is now clerking in a grocery store in Mt. 
Vernon. Mr. and Mrs. Power have two 
children: Ruth L., born November 3, 1890; 

and Wilbur G., born June 18, 18096. 
Besides serving as postmaster, Mr. 
Power has also filled the offices of city re- 
corder and township clerk a number of 
terms, and is a very public-spirited and en- 
terprising citizen. Socially he is connected 
with Washington Camp, No. 116, M. W. 
A.; Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 112, F. & A. 
M.; and W. C. Dimmitt Post, No. 400, 
< A. R,. while his wife belongs to the 
Oman's Relief Corps. Both are active 
as Prominent members of the Methodist 
Seay aa of Mt. Vernon, and Mr. 
served as its treasurer for about 
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fifteen years. His public and private life: 
are alike above reproach, and he has been 
found as true to his duties of citizenship 
in times of peace as when he followed the 
old flag to victory on southern )attle-fields. 


————9--@— ——- 


J. S. OVINGTON. 


J. S. Ovington, deputy recorder of Linn 
county, and proprietor of one of the leading 
livery, feed and sale stables of Marion, was. 
born in this county February 2, 1872, and 
is the seventh son of T. S. and Matilda 
(Morrow) Ovington. The others all died 
in infancy with the exception of Bennie, 
who passed away at the age of eleven years. 
The father was born in Hull, England, in 
1815, and there learned the merchant tailor’s 
trade, which he continued to follow through- 
out the greater part of his life. On his 
emigration to the United States in 1839 he 
located in Albany, New York, where he 
made his home for two years, and then re- 
moved to Louisville, Kentucky. In 1845 
he came to Marion, Lowa, and after work- 
ing for A. Daniels for a time he embarked 
in business for himself as a merchant tailor. 
In 1865 he embarked in the dry goods busi- 
ness, and after disposing of that he turned 
his attention to the hardware trade, in which 
he was engaged until his retirement from 
active business in 1885. -He was one of the 
leading .and influential citizens of Marion, 
and always took an active and commendable 
interest in public affairs, especially along ed- 
ucational lines. For a number of years he 
was a mnember of the school board and served 
as its president for some time. His acquaint- 
ance was extensive, and at one time he knew 


almost every man in. Linn county. His up- 
_— | 


160 


BIOGRAPHICAL, RECORD 


ee 


right, honorable life won. for him the con- 
fidence of his fellow citizens, and no man in 
Marion was held in higher regard, He died 
on the 15th of May, 1895. He. was three 
times married,. our subject’s mother being 
the third wife. She was born in Indiana 
in 1830, and is still living. Our subject has 
two half sisters: Jennie, wife of A. A. Mc- 
coy, of Trenton, Nebraska; and Anna E., 
at home. Their mother was Mary Cook. 
Mr. Ovington also has a half brother, 
Charles, now a resident of Clinton, Iowa, 
who served three years in the Civil war as a 
member of Company A, Sixth Iowa Volun- 
teer Infantry, and was under the command 
of General Sherman. His regiment was the 
first to form in line of battle before Look- 
out Mountain and Missionary Ridge. At 
Shiloh he was captured and was held a pris- 
oner at Andersonville for four months be- 
fore being exchanged. He was once 
wounded while in the skirmish line. Two 
other half brothers are now deceased: 
Thomas C. died April 23, 1878, and Samuel 
died February 6, 1900. 

Mr. Ovington, of this review, attended 
the Marion high school, which he left. at 
the close of the jinior year, and then took 
a course at a business college in Cedar Rap- 
ids. He has been identified with several 
business enterprises, and iS now a director 
of the telephone company, a stockholder of 
the Savings Bank of Marion, and a memher 
of the Building & Loan Association of that 
jilace. In August, 1898, he embarked in the 
livery business as the junior member of the 
firm of Hutchinson & Ovington. They have 
a well-equipped barn, having about ten ve- 
hicles of various kinds, and about fifteen 
horses. Some of these are registered stock, 
iicluding several brood mares. Mr. Oving- 
ton is also’sole agent for the William Cash- 





more gun, which is the finest on the market, 
the retail price being from one hundred to 
one thousand dollars. He is a wide-awake, 
energetic young business man, and 1s meet 
ing with well-deserved success. 

Mr. Ovington is a member of the Ma- 
sonic -fraternity, the Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks and the Independent Order 
of Odd. Fellows, and is quite popular in so- 
cial citcles. He is secretary of the Manion 
fire department and the B. F. Memser hose 
company: Their drill team are now cham- 
pions of: Iowa both in appearance and drill, 
and won the championship of the United 
States at Omaha in 1898. Asa Republican 
he takes an active interest in political affairs, 
and on the ist of January, I9Q01, WwaS 4p- 
pointed deputy county recorder, which office 
so creditably and acceptably filling. 4 


——_—_~9-+-@—_—__— 


HENRY SAILOR. 


Among the honored veterans of the Civ! 
war and representative citizens of Linn cou 
ty none stand higher in public esteem than 
Henry Sailor, who is now successfully ei 
gaged in farming on section 35. Franklin 
township. He was born in Reading, Pent: 
sylvania, December 6, 1830, and is a sono! 
Peter and Margaret (Bitting) Sailor, whi 
spent their entire lives in Berks county, that 
state. In their family were nine children 
all af whom are now deceased with the & 
ception of Kate, the sixth in order of birth, 
who is now the widow of Solomon Deem 
and a resident of Reading; and our subject, 
who is the next-younger. The others were 
Harriet, wife of Alexander McDowell, 
Reading; William, whose widow, Mary 
Grauel, ig a resident of Reading; Elizabet! 
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who married Jacob Hall, and both died at 
that place; Joseph, who married Eliza Hin- 
melburger, a resident of Reading; Rebecca, 
who married George Shenfelter and both 
died in R fading ; Frederick, who married 
Amelia Havens, and she is now a resident 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Ellen, who died 
in infancy. 

In early life Henry Sailor attended the 
public schools of his native city until sixteen 
years of age, and then engaged in brick mak- 
ing there for four vears. At the age of 
twenty-two he went to Lewiston, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he followed that pursuit for 
the same length of time. On the inaugura- 
tion of the Civil war he responded to the 
president’s first call for troops, enlisting, 
April 24, 1861, for three months, as a mem- 
ber of Company A, Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry. They first went to 
Harrisburg, and from there to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and then through the Cum- 
berland valley to Hagerstown, Maryland, 
whence they proceeded to Williamsport on 
the Potomac. They next went to Bunker 
Hill and Harpers Ferry, Mr. Sailor being 
at the latter place when his term of enlist- 
ment expired. From this time on his war 
record, which is a very interesting one, may 
be best given in his own words: 

“After I went home from the three 
months’ service, I was ill for a few weeks. 
Everybody felt patriotic, I along with the 
rest, and as soon as I was able I re-enlisted 
in Independent Battery D, Pennsylvania Ar- 
tillery, commanded by George W. Durell, 
at that time encamped at Doylestown, Penn- 
sylvania, and attached to the One Hundred 
and Fourth Pennsylvania Regiment, com- 
manded by W. W. H. Davis, of that place, 
who was later pension agent at Philadel- 
phra, I was mustered into the United States 


service September 24, 1861, and proceeded 
to Washington, the regiment going into 
camp at Kalamarama Heights, where we 
stayed for a few days and were then de- 
tached from the One Hundred and Fourth 
Regiment and: marched down East Capitol 
street into an artillery camp, where we re- 
ceived our horses, harness and Parrott guns. 
From there we moved across the river into 
Virginia to a place called Munson’s Hill, 
where we went into winter quarters and 
formed a brigade consisting of Battery D, 
commanded by Captain Durell; the First 
Rhode Island, commanded by Captain Mon- 
roe; the Second New Hampshire, com- 
manded by Captain Garish; and a regular 
battery, commanded by Captain Gibbon, aft- 
erward General Gibbon. Here we went into 
regular drill theoretically and practically. 
The non-commissioned officers had to recite 
twice a week to Colonel Monroe. Our reg- 
ular .drill ground was at Baitley’s Cross 
Roads. We remained here until spring, 
when we were among the troops that went 
to Centerville prior to McClellan’s cam- 
paign on the peninsula, and were then or- 
dered to report to Alexandria to accompany 
that general to the peninsula, but for some 
reason we were not taken along. 

“We were then connected with Mce- 
Dowell’s corps. From this on we marched 
up and down the country, going as far as 
Fredericksburg, and were under McDowell's 
command until Burnside came up from 
South Carolina, when we joined the Ninth 
Corps under that general. The first en- 
gagement in which the battery took part was 
at Kelly’s Ford, and I fired the first gun 
that was fired in this engagement. It hap- 
pened in this wise: The lieutenant of the 
section had gone to his supper in another 
part of the army, when across the river we 
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could see the enemy coming out of the tim- 
ber into an open field. General Reno came 
up and asked me what the distance was be- 
tween us and the enemy, and I answered 
four thousand yards. ‘Could you throw a 
shell that distance” he asked. ‘Yes,’ I re- 
plied. ‘Then let them have one,’ he said. 
1 fired three rounds. The next morning we 
were ordered across the river to make a 
reconnoissance, and were briskly engaged 
with the enemy. The next engagement of 
our battery was at Bristoe’s Station under 
General Hooker. From there we went to 
Bult Run, where my piece was dismounted 
by a solid shot striking the axle, this hap- 
pening just before we commenced to retreat. 
I first spiked the piece, but during a short 
lull I saw that I could throw the piece under 
the limber and in this way took it to Wash- 
ington. The next engagement was at Chan- 
tilly. My piece being disabled I had no 
gun to command, but my men and myself 
made ourselves useful at the other guns. 
From thence we went to Washington, where 
{1 drew a new gun. Later we were in the 
engagements at South Mountain, Antietam 
and White Sulphur Springs, where we lost 
Lieutenant McElvain. We were in the bat- 
tle of Fredericksburg and wintered at that 
place, and then went to Fortress Monroe 
and Newport News on the James river. 
“After staying there for a while our 
corps was ordered west. We put our battery 
on steamboats and went to Baltimore, where 
we shipped on cars and went to Pittsburg, 
And on into Ohio as far as Cincinnati. Here 
we crossed the Ohio river and went to 
Paris, Kentucky. We visited Mt. Sterling, 
Lancoaster, Richmond, Stamford, Crab 
Orchard and Lexington, and then shipped 
for Louisville on cars. From that place 
we went by steamboat to Vicksburg, and 
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unloaded on the Louisiana side, but soon 
re-shipped and went up the Yazoo river 
to Snyder’s Bluffs. From that time on 
we were in the rear of Vicksburg, watching 
Johnston until the surrender, and then went 
to Jackson, Mississippi. Our corps was on 
the left of the line and my piece was ona 
small hill near the asylum. TI fired into the 
city a day and a night at five-minute inter- 
vals. After the evacuation of Jackson we 
went back to the Mississippi river, near 
Vicksburg, and from there shipped to Cov- 
ington, Kentucky. 

“By this time we had lost so many 
horses and so many men by sickness that we 
could hardly move our battery, some one 
having been left in nearly every hospital 
along the Mississippi, while ‘twenty-two men 
had died from disease contracted in the 
swainps of the south. We went into camp 
at Covington, while the rest of the corps 
proceeded to Knoxvile, Tennessee, but out 
battery being so short of men was left be 
hind. The government had commenced to 
re-enlist soldiers as veterans, and I was one 
of the first of our battery to enlist as such 
and was to have received four hundred dol- 
lars. I gave the government my services, 
but never received the money. After te 
enlisting I went home on a leave of absence, 
and on the expiration of the time returned © 
the company. Our battery was then tral> 
ferred to the eastern army and landed at A 
napolis. There I fired a salute for General 
Grant when he came to inspect the troops 
Thence we went to Washington, where We 
had the company filled with new recruits 
drew new guns (six three-inch Rodman 
guns), new horses, and got ready (9 take 
part in the Wilderness campaign. While 1 
Washington I was promoted to senior 5 
ond lieutenant, skipping two duty sergeants, 
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orderly sergeant and quartermaster  ser- 
geant. \We were on that march from that 
on until we came to Petersburg, June 17. 
We were in the engagement at Cold Harbor 
and then crossed the peninusla. After cross- 
ing the James river our battery had an ar- 
tillery duel with a rebel battery, but the dis- 
tance was so great that they did no harm, 
and we could not tell whether we did any or 
not. We then marched on to Petersburg, 
and had more or less firing every day until 
its evacuation, April 2, 1865. Our battery 
was right in front of the explosion of the 
mines, only fifty yards away. The two lines 
were only sixty yards apart and our dead 
were Iving between. The enemy would not 
accept a flag of truce so that we could bury 
them for a few days. When at last we did 
so I went over to see them buried and saw 
such sights as no one would care to witness. 

“From that time on we were in different 
places on the line to Petersburg, as far to 
the left as Poplar Grove: Church and 
Hatchie’s Run. About this time I was pro- 
moted to senior first lieutenant, October 1, 
1864. My section was placed in Fort Sedg- 
wick in Battery 21, commonly called “Fort 
Hell.” The lines of infantry were about 
twenty-five yards apart and the line of forts 
ahout four hundred. Here they fired almost 
continuously day and night. After the fall 
of Petersburg we followed Lee, but at the 
time of the surrender we were about twenty- 
five miles behind. We were then ordered to 
Alexandria, and after the grand review at 
Washington we turned over our horses and 
guns to the government. On the day of the 
review I was in command of a Massachu- 
faa Abehisk at Alexandria I was 

i eral Tidball and offered a 
Position in the regular army as second lieu- 
tenant of artillery, but since the war was 


105 





over I felt, like so many others, ready to go 
home. From Alexandria we went to Phil- 
adelphia, and were mustered out of the serv- 
ice June 13, 1865.” 

In February, 1866, Mr. Sailor came to 
Linn county, Iowa, where he at first worked 
as a section hand on the railroad, and then 
engaged in the manufacture of brick at Lis- 
bon for six years. At the end of that time 
he purchased a farm on section 13, Franklin 
township, now owned by Dick Peet, and on 
selling that place he bought one hundred 
and sixty acres on section I, Cedar town- 
ship, Johnson county, to which he later add- 
ed one hundred and fifty-two acres on sec- 
tion 2, the same township. He has made 
many iniprovements upon this place, includ- 
ing the erection of three fine large barns, 
over which float at all times the stars and 
stripes. He also has an elegant home upon 
his farm, and a good residence on South 
Washington street, Lisbon, and owns eighty 
acres of Jand on section 35, Franklin town- 
ship, Linn county, the same amount on sec- 
tion 36, that township, and ninety-eight 
acres in Cedar township, Johnson county. 

At Lisbon, August 23, 1866, Mr. Sailor 
was united in marriage with Miss Mary E. 
Meyers, who was born near Dayton, Mont- 
gomery county, Ohio, November 9, 1846, 
and is a daughter of Henry and Priscilla 
(Livingood) Meyers, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, who removed to Ohio in 1845, and 
after residing in that state for seven years 
came to Lisbon, Iowa. They located'on a 
farm near that place, where the father died 
April 20, 1892, the mother June 6, 1899, 
and the remains of both were interred in the 
Lisbon cemetery. Unto them were born nine 
children, all of whom are living, namely: 
Simon married Minnie Escher and lives in 
Cedar Rapids; Mary E. is the wife of our 
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subject; Henry C. married Martha Davis 
and resides in Lisbon; Jacob married Aman- 
da Heller and also lives in Lisbon; William 
H. married Becky Short and makes his home 
in Cedar Rapids; John married Sarah Heisey 
and lives in Lisbon; George married Emma 
Zeller and resides in the same place; Jennie 
is the wife of Frank Barr, of Armstrong, 
Iowa; and Abe is also a resident of Lisbon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sailor have a family of 
seven children. (1) Anna L., born March 
12, 1867, was married, Apri] 20, 1892, to 
Elsworth Phelps, a retired farmer and lum- 
ber merchant of Sutton, Massachusetts, and 
they have three sons, Henry I. Heston 
and Sailor. (2) George D., born lebruary 
28, 1869, married Edith Durrell. of Day- 
ton, Iowa, and is an attorney of Spring- 
ville, this county. (3) Edwin, born Decem- 
ber 6, 1873, was graduated from the medical 
department of the State University at lowa 
City. April 3, 1901. (4) Carl, born No- 
veinber 9, 1875, is at home with his father. 
(5) Maggie Louise, born December 4, 1877, 
is a professional nurse in Iowa City. (6) 
Robert O., born January 30, 1880, is at 
home. (7) Ira T., born March 19, 1882, 
is with the firm of G. & A. Rinkle at Lisbon. 
There were two children, one son and 
one daughter, who died in infancy. 

In political sentiment Mr. Sailor is an 
ardent Republican, and for twenty years he 
has most efficiently served as president of 
the schoo] board. Fraternally he is a prom- 
inent member of Franklin Lodge, A. F. & 
A. M., of Lisbon; Lisbon Lodge, No. 162, 
I, O. OG. F.; and John A. Buck Post, No. 
140, G. A. R., at Lisbon; and had the honor 
of being chosen the first commander of that 
post. He is widely and favorably known 
throughout his community, and well deserves 
the high regard in which he is uniformly 
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held, as he was not only true to his country 
in her hour of need, but has always been 
found a useful and valuable citizen. 


—_—__4-4—_ = 


EDWIN E. MITCHELL. 


Edwin E. Mitchell, proprietor of one of 
the leading livery stables of Mt. Vernon, 
was born in Rock county, Wisconsin, on the 
banks of the Rock river, a few miles be- 
low Janesville, July 31, 1848, and in 1896 
came to Iowa with his parents, John T. and 
Elizabeth (Miles) Mitchell, both of whom 
were natives of Indiana, from which state 
they removed to Wisconsin in_ territorial 
days. During his entire residence there the 
father followed the occupation of farming, 
and on coming to Iowa continued to engage 
in agricultural pursuits, his first bemg near 
Lisbon, just over the line in Cedar county. 
As a farmer and stock raiser he was fairly 
successful, and on his retirement from active 
labor in 1890 he removed to Lisbon, where 
he and his wife are now living, enjoying the 
fruits of their early industry. In religious 
helief they are Seventh Day Adventists, and 
are earnest, consistent Christian people 
Unto them were born seven children and five 
of the mimber are stil] living. our subject 
being the oldest; Thomas A. is a farmer of 
Cedar county; Mary J. is the wife of Danie! 
Andre, a farmer of the same county; Emma, 
wife of Julius Hall, of Battle Creek, Mich: 
igan; and Charles H. is a farmer of Cedar 
county, Iowa. The others died when quite 
young. 

On arriving at mans estate Edwin E. 
Mitchell engaged in general farming 2 
stock raising in Cedar county until 1894 
when he removed to Mt. Vernon qnid was 
engaged in the wood business for {vo years. 
Since then he has had charge of the livery 
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and feed stable with which he is still con- 
nected, being associated in business with 
his son Thomas I. They have a well-equipped 
barn on First street and enjoy an excellent 
trade. 

Mr. Mitchell was married, on the 29th 
of September, 1869, to Miss Catherine Dor- 
cas, of Cedar county, who is a native of 
Richland county, Ohio, and a daughter of 
Jesse and Mahala (Boulas) Dorcas. The 
father was a farmer of Richland county. He 
died some years ago at the age of sixty-three 
and the mother died in 1897. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Mitchell were horn four children, 

namely: Thomas I., born in Nemaha coun- 
ty, Kansas, October 22, 1872, was educated 
at the Agricultural College in Ames, Iowa, 
where he took a course in veterinary stur- 


gery, and 1s now successfully engaged in the _ 


practice of his profession, having his officé 
in his father’s livery stable at Mt. Vernon. 
Lous E., born in Cedar county, Iowa, De- 
cember 8, 1880, is now in the employ of 
the Electric Light & Power Company of 
Mt. Vernon. Earl G., born in Cedar coun- 
ty August 5, 1883, was educated in the com- 
mon schools of Mt. Vernon, and now as- 
sists his father at the stable. John Robert, 
born in Kansas December 8, 1874, died in 
_ Cedar county, Iowa, at the age of two years. 
Mr. Mitchell is a member of the United 
Brethren church, and also belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias, Foresters and Modern 
Brotherhood fraternities. In politics he has 
always supported the Republican party. 


———_—_¢0+@—___. 


MICHAEL OTTMAR. 


This well- known boot and shoe dealer is 
One of the leading German-born citizens of 
Cedar Rapids, and in his successful businesa 


career he has shown the characteristic thrift 
and enterprise of his race. He was born in 
the Kingdom of Wittenburg, Germany, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1840, a son of Frederick J. and 
Mary (Seger) Ottmar, who spent their en- 
tire lives in that country, where the father 
followed the shoemaker’s trade throughout 
his business career. In their family were 
ten children, of whom our subject is the 
sixth in order of birth. He has only one 
brother living, Jacob, a boot and shoe dealer 
of Iowa Falls, Iowa. Of those who came 
to America Frederick and John were both 
killed in the Civil war, the former being a 
inember of an Illinois regiment, the latter of 
an Iowa regiment; Gottfried died in Ilh- 
nois; and Mary died in Omaha, Nebraska. 
The others remained in Germany, and one 
of the number died in infancy. 

During his boyhood Michael Ottmar at- 
tended the common schools of his native 
land, and learned the shoemaker’s trade with 
his father. At the age of seventeen years 
he came to America and settled in Lafay- 
ette, Indiana, where he followed his trade 
for a number of years, during which time 
he became accustomed to the ways of the 
new world. Having brought with him to 
this country some capital he then embarked 
in business on his own account at Delphi, 
Indiana, and during the two years and a half 
he spent at that place he steadily prospered. 
Having a good opportunity to sell he did 
so in 1869, and came direct to Cedar Rapids,. 
which was then a town of only five thousand 
inhabitants. Here he opened a retail boot 
and shoe store, and also did some mant-- 
facturing. As the city grew his trade ex- 
panded, and he did a very thriving busi- 
ness for many years, but now leaves the 
management of his store to his son, while he 
practically lives a retired life. 


168 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





Mr. Ottmar has been twice married, his 
first wife being Mary Kiet, the marriage 
ceremony being performed at Rockfield, In- 
diana. She died in Cedar Rapids, leaving 
one child, Eliza, who is now Mrs. O. W. 
Zimmerman, of St. Paul, Minnesota. She 
has one child. Edna. In 1875 Mr. Ottmar 
was married, in Cedar Rapids, to Miss Mary 
—. Moore, who was born in this city April 
7. 1857, her parents, Martin and Nancy 
(Kimball) Moore, being among the pioncers 
of Linn county. Her father, who was a na- 
tive of Belfast, Ireland, came with his fa- 
ther to Cedar Rapids from Poughkeepsie, 
New York, in the fall of 1856, and here 
found a wide field for bis labors as a con- 
tractor and builder. After following that 
occupation for a number of years he retired 
to private life. His death occurred in 1893. 
His first wife died in 1859, leaving four 
children, namely: Leslie, a bridge carpen- 
ter by trade, has taken quite a prominent 
part in public affairs, and is now serving as 
street commissioner of Cedar Rapids: Fred- 
erick is a Carpenter and contractor of bridges 
at Council bluffs; Mary E., wife of our sub- 
ject. is next in order of birth; and Nanmie 
is the wife of James Williamson, an engin- 
eer of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad, residing in Cedar Kapids. For 
his second wife Mr. Moore wedded Mary 
L. Webb, by whom he had four clildren., 
who are still living. Mrs. Ottmar pursued 
her studies in one of the school houses of 
Cedar Rapids, built by her father in 1873, 
and since its organization has been an active 
meimher of the Woman’s Club, whose object 
is for study and social benefits. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ottmar have one son, 
Irederick Michael, who lives with his par- 
ents. He was graduated from the Cedar 
Rapids pubhe schools in 1893, at the age 





of eighteen vears, and lias since been asso. 
ciated with his father in business, now hay- 
ing complete charge of the store on First 
avenue. During the Spanish-American war 
he enlisted in Company C, Forty-second 
lowa Volunteer Infantry, and was in the 
service thirteen months. 

Soon after coming to Cedar Rapids Mr. 
Ottmar became prominent!y identified with 
its people socially, and has since been num- 
bere:] among its most highly respected busi- 
ness men. He has confined his attention 
solely to the boot and shoe trade, which 
he has found quite profitable. He owns his 
store building and a good residence. He.ts 
a member of the German Social Club and 
the Odd Fellows Lodge. and is an active 
worker in the latter society, in which he has 
filled all the chairs. Politically he has al- 
ways affliated with the Democratic party, 
and has served as alderman from the sixtll 
ward and also as alderman at large for two 
terms, during which time he was a meniber 
of different committees. .A man of sound 
judgment and good business ability, he has 
met with well-merited success in life, and 
his career has been such as to commend him 
to the confidence and high regard of all with 
whom he has been brought in contact 


——— tg 


J. F. WEIMER. 


This enterprising and progressive farmer 
and stock raiser, residing on section 2) 
Franklin township, was born in Pennsy!- 
vania on the 5th of June, 1853, 2 Sou of 
George and Marv (Metz) Heimer, also 0% 
tives of that state. In 1865 the family te 
moved to Stephenson county, Illinois, where 
arming for elevel 
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the father engaged in | 
: oar 
years, and then sold out, moving to Cetla 
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county, Lowa, where he bought a farm of one 
hundred and sixty aeres, on which he lived 
for five years. On disposing of that place he 
came to Lisbon, Linn county, where he pur- 
chased a home and 1s now living retired, en- 
joying the fruits of former toil. For the 
past two vears he has been a member of the 
city council, and he has ever taken an active 
and conunendable interest in public affairs. 
Religiously both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Reformed church, and are peo- 
ple ot the highest respectability. Unto 
them were born three children, of whoin our 
subject is the oldest; Henrv I. died at the 
age of three vears; and Josephine is at home 
with her 

J. P. Heimer was a lad of fourteen years 
when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Stephenson county, Illinois. He 
had previously attended the district schools 
of his native state, and completed his educa- 
tion in Ihnois. Early in life he became fa- 
nuhiar with all the duties which fall to the 
lot of the agriculturist, and continued to as- 
sist his father in the cultivation of the home 
farm until his marriage in 1875. He then 
removed to Cedar county, Iowa, where he 
bought a farm and followed his chosen oc- 
cupation there for seven years. Coming to 
Linn county, in 1883, he leased what was 
known as the J. B. Sar gent farm on section 
23, Franklin townslup, and here he tas made 
his home ever since. Fe has two hundred 
acres of well improved and valuable land. 
on which has been erected 2 good residence 
aud barns. For the past twenty vears he 


has given consider able attention to the breed- 
Ing of sliort horn catile, 


parents. 


and is one of the 
best posted men on this eraude of stock in 
Linn county. He also breeds Shropshire 
sheep and Poland China hogs and raises 
horses for mar Ket, feeding all of the grain 
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ra:sed upon his farm to his stock. He is a 
thoroughly up-to-date and progressive farm.- 
er and stock raiser in every respect. 

Before leaving Stephenson county, JIli- 
nois, Mr. Heimer was married, August 2g, 
1875, to Miss Mary Miller, who was also 
bern in Pennsylvan'a, November 7, 1854, 
and is a daughter of John and Sophia 
(Wertzy) Miller, natives of the Keystone 
state and farming people. It was in 1859 
that the Miller family removed to Stephen- 
son county, [linois, and when the mother 
died in the spring of the following year the 
children became separated. They were six 
in number, namely: Abraham, who mar- 
ried Anna Potter and lives in Cherokee, 
Jowa; Franklin, who was born December 
19, 1850, and is now deceased ; Samuel, who 
marr.ed Sarah Leonard and resides in Muin- 
nesota; Mary, wife of our subject; Jacob, 
who died in Cherokee county, Jowa;.and one 
who died in infancy. 

Rehigiously Mr. Heimer is a member of 
the Evangelical church of Lisbon, and po- 
litically is identihed with the Republican 
party, but he has never cared for office, pre- 
rerring to devote his undivided attention to 
lis extensive business interests. By his sys- 
tematic methods of conducting his work, lis 
strict attention to all the details of his busi- 
less, aud his thoroughly upright dealings, 
Lave inade for him an honorable record in 
the business world, and he is highly re- 
spected and esieemed by all who know him. 


re oe 


MALCOM V. BOLTON. 


Among the enterprising and wide-awake 
business men of Cedar Rapids is this well- 


known real estate and loan agent. He was 
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born in Stockholm, St. Lawrence county, 
New York, on the 30th dav of June, 1860, 
a son of Thomas Harrison and Rosina Caro- 
line (Schellenger) Bolton, also natives ot 
that county. His paternal grandfather, 
James Bolton, was an [englishiman by birth, 
and enugrated to America about 1835. locat- 
ing in St. Lawrence county, New York. As 
his father was a landed proprietor of Ene- 
Jand he was reared amid wealthy surround- 
ings, had no practical business experience, 
and lost his property. Aiter coming to this 
country he followed farming in St. Lawrence 
county, New York, until his death. 

Thomas H. Dolton, father of our sub- 
ject, was the fifth in order of birth in a 
family of six children. Tor many vears he 
has Jollowed the insurance business, making 
lis home in Stockholm, New York, though 
for about half the time in the past twenty 
vears he lias made Springtield, Illinois. his 
headquarters. He owns considerable farm 
property in St. Lawrence county, 
operated by tenants. Of his four children 
two sons ched in infaney, while those living 
are Malcom V., our subject: and Thomas 
Harrison, Jr., who is attending the Cedar 
Rapids high school. 

Malcolm V. Bolton received his literary 
education in the schools of Stockholm and 
the Lawrenceville Academy, It ISSS, 
at the age of nineteen years, he remwverl to 
Cedar Rapids, took a course in the Cedar 
Rapids Business College. and then entered 
the employ of AleGee & Kauppe, later Frick 
& Ikauppe, wholesale dealers in coffees, teas 
and spices. IJe remained with them in the 
capacity Of bookkeeper and = salesman for 
three years. At the end of that time he ac- 
cepted the position of bookkeeper fur the 
Order of Railway Conductors, whose nation- 
al headquarters sare located at Cedar Rap- 


which 4s 


and 
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ids, and was in their employ for two years, 
He then engaged in the real estate and loan 
business. He deals in city and farm proper- 
ty and makes a specialty of city and farm 
loans. 

Nr. Bolton 1S secretary of the De La 
Hant Plush Tank Company of Cedar Rap 
ids, al is also secretary of the Occidental 
Club, a social organization composed of the 
Cedar Rapids business men. Fraternally hie 
alfliates with Mt. Herman Lodge, F. & A. 
M., and the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. In. politics he ts independent. 





JOSEPIT TOMLINSON. 


A long life Alled witly useful efforts has 
won for this venerable resident of Cedat 
Rapids the respect and esteem of his fellow 
citizens and has gained for him a comfort- 
able competence which enables him to spend 
his declining years in ease and quiet, free 
from the turmoil of business life. He was 
born in Ruskington, Lincolnshire, England, 
June 22, 1816, and is one of a family ot 
fourteen children whose parents were Joseph 
T. and Ann (Sherwood) Tomlinson, lite 
long residents of that country. He has two 
brothers still living, one a resident of New 
Zealand, the other of England. The father 
was an extensive land owner and farmet. 

At an early age Mr. Tomlinson showed 
a strong’ geen for mechames, and 
availed himself of study along that line w heti- 
ever‘he found opportunity. For seven years 
he served as an apprentice, learning the cab 
inetmaker’s trade, receiving nothing but his 
board. During that seven years, howevels 
he attended the Mechanical Institute at Ne 
ark, Nottinghamshire, where he applied him 








JOSEPH TOMLINSON. 
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self diligently to his studies. In 1840 he 
came to the United States, and on board the 
vessel conung over he met a gentleman liv- 
ing in New Milford, Connecticut, who in- 
duced him to locate ‘tha On his arrival 
he hecame greatly interested in the construc- 
tion of a new railroad bridge at that place, 
and as a observer he gave his opinion that 
a miscalculation had been made regarding 
resistence and weight. Being convinced of 
tlus he confided his opinion te Dr. Porter 
later of Yale College, and his theory proved 
correct as the bridge aiterwards partially col- 
lapsed. Ar. Tomlinson’s first employment 
Was upon the repairing of this bridge, and he 
Was advised by Dr. Porter to turn his at- 
tention ta mechanical engineering. He was 
employed as a rodman on the Housatonic 
Railruad extension, and also identitied hime 
self with various bridge builders that he 
nught aequire a “practical and thorough 
knowledge of the business. and during his 
spare tume he wus designing and drafting 
bridges. Before coming to Iowa he built 
the bridge on the Whitehall & Rutland Rail- 
road and the tlarlem Railroad extension, 
and after his removal returned and on con- 
tract Amshed the Wohitehal] tunnel, after it 
had practically been abandoned, 

In 1843 Mr Tomlinson married Mass 
Amy R, Northrop, of New Milford. Con- 
necticut, and about ten vears later he re- 
moved to a farm which he 
Near Lowy City, 
wife’s ill health. 
Previous to this t 
Chased land we: trrants, and ewned consider- 
able Property ar one tine j 
After his Wite's 


hac purchasecl 
account of his 
but she clied the same year. 


lowa, on 
une he had extensiy ely pur- 


1 Linn county. 
death Jie oman to Brook- 


yi, New York, and while there met 
“a September IO, 1853, married Miss 
rah A vles, also a native of Lin- 
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colnshire, England, who had come to 
Brooklyn in 1851, and a daughter of Wiill- 
iam Wyles. By his first marriage Mr. 
Tomlinson had three daughters: Mrs. Ida 
Pritchard, now deceased: and lone, wife of 
Venable Smith, of Port Angeles, Wash- 
ington, and Maria, who died in childhood. 
There are five children by the second unio, 
namely: Anna, wife of R. N. Slater, of 
Ottawa, Canada; Joseph, who married-Jean 
Kussell and is now engaged in farming near 
Cedar Rapids. Jowa; Alfred Thomas, who 
married annie Smith, and is a construction 
engineer residing in Boston, Massachusetts ; 
Fanny, who died at the age of five vears ;, 
and Frances Ethel, at home. 

For a time Mr. Tonilinson was in the em- 
ploy of the New Brunswick government on 
the contruction of bridges, but in 1862 he 
came to Cedar Rapids, and engaged in farm- 
ing for a short time in this county. He them 
went to Cleveland, Ohio, and became cort- 
nected with the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Railroad, and also designed the 
Market House at that place. He was also 
construction engineer on the large bridge 
across the Missouri river at Kansas City. 
Considerable difficulty had heen encountered 
there and the engineer had inet with defeat, 
but Mr. Tomlinson was successful in getting 
a foundation and also built the super-strue- 
He next accepted a position that had 
heen offered him hy the Canadian govern- 
ment to take charge engineer of the Marine 
Departinent designing the light houses, piers 
etc., from the -\uantic to the Pacilic, and 
alter serving in that capacity for eight years 
was transterred to the railroad department 
during the construction of the Canadian Pa- 
cilic Railroad as a designer of bridges and 
bmidings. He was sent to England to s1iper- 
intend the manufacture of 


ture. 


the eantilever 
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bridge across the Frazer river and had the 
hovor of being entrusted and paid by both 
the government and contractors for so doing 
and afterwards superintended the crection 
of the bridge. This was the last work done by 
Mr. Tomlinson. In 1883 he severed his con- 
nection with the Canadian government and 
returned to Cedar Rapids, where he has 
since lived a retired life, his home being at 
216 Narth Thirteenth street. Ile has made 
for himself an honorable record in business, 
and by his well-directed efforts has acquired 
a comfortable competence. Politically he is 
a supporter of the Republican party, and 
socially is identified with the Masonic fra- 
ternity, while religiously both he and_ his 
wife are Episcopalians and are held in high 
regard by all who know then. 


| aed 
CHARLES D. HUSTON. 


Charles D. Huston, who since 1887 has 
been a resident of Cedar Rapids, 1s now suc- 
cessfully engaged in the job printing busi- 
ness as a member of the firm of Newton & 
ITuston, and is efficiently serving as alder- 
man from the fourth ward. Te was born 
in Carroll county, Ohio, December 18, 1861, 
a son of Daniel and Margaret (Herron) 
Wuston. The father was born in Washing- 
ton county, Pennsylvania, December 23, 
1825, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and when 
a stnall boy accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Ohio, which was then practically 
a new country. Ie received only a com- 
mon school education, and as a means of 
livelihood followed farming throughout his 
active business life. On leaving Ohio in 
1863 he came to Iowa and purchased a farm 
near the town of Toledo. There he success- 
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fully engaged in agricultural pursuits for 
many years. but is now living a retired life 
in Cedar Rapids. On starting out in life for 
himself he was without capital. and the pros- 
perity that has come to him 3s due entirely 
te his industry and good management. In 
religious belief he is a Presbyterian, and in 
politics a Democrat. The mother of our 
subject, who was born in Carroll county, 
Ohio, in 1830, of Scotch lineage, died in 
1863, just after coming to Iowa. Her clul- 
dren were Mary L., who also died in 1863; 
Samuel J. and Wilham H., who were 
drowned in 1873 while swimming; Charles 
D., the subject of this sketch; and Florence, 
wife of Daniel Iiufford, of Toledo, lowa. 
The father was again married, in 1870, his 
second union being with Mary I. Boggs, also 
a native of Carroll county, Ohio. She s 
still living. 

After the death of his mother Charles 
D. Huston made hiss home with an uncle, 
and attended the public schools of Ohio, ana 
also of Washington, D. C., for one year. 
Hlis uncle died in that city, and he was then 
thrown upon his own resources. At the age 
of thirteen years he commenced learning tle 
ptinter’s trade, and has since devoted in 
time and attention principally to that 0 
cupation. In 1882 he formed a partnership 
with Hon. L. G. Kinne, now a member of 
the board of control of the state and &. 
supreme judge, and continued the publica 
tion of the Tama County Democrat for ive 
years. On selling the paper in 1887, Mr. 
ITuston accepted a position as compositor 
with the Cedar Rapids Gazette, and was co 
nected with that journal for sevea years. In 
1893 he became a member of the firm ot 
Newton & Huston, which is to-day doms 
a fine business in the job printing line. 

Mr. Huston was married, in 1885s to 
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Miss Minnie M. McKinnon, who was born 
in College township, this county, in 1862, 
and they have become the parents of three 
children, namely: John, born in April, 
1886; Paul H., born in May, 1888. and Mar- 
guerite Loutse, born in November, 1890. 
All are now attending the public schools of 
Cedar Rapids. Mys. Huston is a graduate 
of the ligh school of the city, and prior to 
her marriage successfully engaged in teach- 
ing school 11 College township for three 
years. Her father, John McKinnon, was 
born in Scotland in 1817, and on his emi- 
gration to the new world in 1852 located in 
College township, Linn county, Iowa, where 
he purchased a tract of government land. 
Tius place he has improved, and is now the 
owner of a good farm of one hundred and 
cighty acres two niles south of Cedar Rap- 
ids. Fle has four children: Minnie M., 
wife of our subject; Jolin, a farmer; Gil- 
bert, who operates the home farm; and 
Agnes, who is now court reporter for the 
seventeenth judicial district. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Huston 
18 a pronounced Democrat, and while a resi- 
dent of Tama county, Iowa, served as chait- 
man of the county central committee sevy- 
eral terms. lle has never been an office 
seeker, however, and those positions he has 
held have been offered him hy the people. 
On coming to this county he at once became 
dentihed with the local Democratic organi- 
zdtion here, and has ever taken an active 
part m politics, though he follows the prin- 
ciples of a conservative man. In 1898 he 
was clected alderman of the fourth ward, 
Which is strongly Republican, and so ac- 
ceptably did he fill the office that he was 
re-elected in 1900, and 1s now a member of 
the committees on public improvement, light 
and water, In I899 he was the candidate 


for state senator on the Democratic ticket, 
Lut was defeated, being unable to overcome 
the large Republican majority, though he 
ran ahead of his ticket more than one thou- 
sal votes, being supported by his many 
friends throughout the county. Mr. Huston 
fakes a great interest in labor organizations, 
aud is a prominent member of the Typo- 
graphical Union, No. 192. He put in the 
first union label in the city in 1893. The 
union men are now recognized and employed 
in all the printing offices. He is a member 
of the National Union, No. 163, and of 
Court Cedar, No. 3, Foresters of America. 
He is also an active worker and prominent 
member of the Masonic fraternity, belong- 
ing to Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 263, A. F. 
& A. M., of which he was worshipful mas- 
ter from 1897 to 1900; and also to Trowel 
Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.; and Cedar Chap- 
ter, No. 184, O. E. S. Mr. Huston is also 
a leader in philanthropical work, and gives 
an earnest support to all public improvements 
and anything for the benefit of the institu- 
tions to which he belongs. He was master 
of the Masonic lodge when their new termnple 
was being built and dedicated. Socially he 
is a member of the Commercial club of Cedar 
Rapids. His wife holds membership in the 
United Presbyterian church. 


ho _—_—_ 


I. Hi. WHITMAN. 


The subject of this sketch is a practical 
and enterprising farmer who owns and Op- 
crates a valuable farm on section 26, I*rank- 
lin township, and in its management is meet- 
ing with excellent success. A native of 
Linn county, he was born in Lisbon October 


30, 1863, and is a worthy representative of 
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av. old and honored family of this county. 
is father, Henry Whitman, was born im 
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, December 
Le, LSee, in early life married Miss 
Mary Dewey, 
who died in 1854, Jeaving three children, 
namely: Mary, wife of William Connor, 
of California; Kate, wife of William Gorwel, 
of Nevada, Jowa; and Lucinda, wife of 
William Humphrey, Oklahoma. 

in the spring of 1856 Henry Whitman 
Lisbon, Lowa, 


and 
also a native ot that state, 


of Ripley. 


came west and ‘ocated im 
he worked at the mason’s trade for 
some time. [n 1864 he bought a farm of 
sorty acres on section 26. Tranklin town- 
ship, and four years later added to it a tract 
fn 1880 he purchased 
of one 


where 


of fifty-fve acres. 


jorty acres more, making a farm 
hundred and thirty-five acres, which he op- 
erated for But is Tew prac 
tically living retired. while Ins son 
He was again married, in the 


his second wife beng Catherine 


many years, 
carries 
on the a 
fallot i 

Stucker, ‘ise a native of Pennsvivania, who 
iS8S, and was laid to rest in the 
e born 


died in 
Two eluldren were 
of this wien, Malinda, wife ot 
Michael hel, ane, 1. Eh. ous 
subject. The Republican party has always 
\Whitman a stanch supporter of 


Lisbon cemetery. 
namely : 
of Lisbon: 


found in Alr. 
iis principles, and far a number ot years he 
mast capably filled the office of road super- 
visor. Ife is an active and prominent men- 
ber of the Lutheran church at Lisbon, with 
which he has long been officially connected, 
serving as deacon for many vears. 

I H. Whitman attended the public 
schools Franklin township until fifteen 
years of age. and then worked with his fa- 
ther upon the home farm until he attained 
Laramie, 


He 


lis majority, whet he went to 


Wyoming, to engage in railroad work. 
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also drove a stage coach from that place to 
Rawlins, and Jed the Hie of a cowboy fora 
time. Returning home in 1888 he leased his 
father’s farm for four vears, and then pur- 
chased the same, later adding to it a, tract 
of forty-five acres, so that he now has one 
hundred and eighty acres of very valuable 
and productive Jand. Ite has made many 
improvements upon the place, including the 
erection of a fine barn, erected at a cost of 
fourteen hundred .dollars. It 1s one of the 
best improved and most clesirable farms in 
that section of the county. In connection 
with general farming Mr. \Whitman is very 
successfully engaged in the breeding of short 
horn cattle, of which he has a hne herd upon 
his place. He also breeds Norman horses, 
and raises mules, hogs and sheep tor mar- 
ket, and feeds all the grain which he raises 
to his stock. Like his father, he is a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party, and he 
has served as school director for a number 
of vears. 

\t_ Lisbon, November 28, 1889, Mr. 
\Whitinan was united in marriage with Miss 
Nettie C. Cantrell, who was born in Carrol 
county, Illinois, November 12, 1865. Her 
tather, David P. Cantrell, was a native ot 
Ghio, and was twice married, ls first wile 
heing Miss Eleanor MecLeimore, a native 0! 
by whom he had four children, 


Nines, 
namely : 
line Busell, nid after 
limma Hubbard, and now fo inl 1 Mill: 
elgeville, Tilinois; Katie, wife of George 
Hiddle, of Rushville, Nebraska; Erastts, 
who died at the age of seventeen years; an 
Sarah, who died in infancy. The mother 
at these children died in Illinois, and 1 
lais second wile AIr. Cantrell married Ur- 
sulla Bull, who was born in Pennsylvama: 


Yhree children blessed this union; [dig 
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wile of .\. C. Kirkpatrick, of Lisbon; Wiott, 
who married Maggie Snyder and lives in 
sanburn. lowa: and Nettie C.. wife of our 
subject. In 1873 Mr. Cantrell brought his 
family to lowa. and settled on a farm east 
of Lisbon, where he engaged in agricult- 
ural pursuits until 1889. when he sold his 
place and removed to Lisbon. living retired 
until his death, which occurred in January, 
1892. Ilis second wife died in August. 
1894. ant] hoth were buried at Lisbon. 

Mr. and Alrs. Whitman have an interest- 
ing family of six children, whose names and 
Gates ol Iirth are as follows: Clara. No- 
vember 24, 1890: Irank, December 3. 1892: 
Laura. Octoher 16. 1894; Louie, June &, 
ROG: Harry. October 17. 1898: and Carl 
1900. Those who have 
are now attending 


Clare, Novemher 5. 
reached a sufficient: ag 
school, 








‘LEAR DER. PaO 


Prominent among the citizens of Linn 
county who have witnessed the marvelous 


cevelopment of this section of the state in 


the past sixty years, and who have, by hon- 
est toil and industry, succeeded in acquir- 
Ing a competence, and are now able to spend 
the stinset of life in quiet and retirement, ts 
the gentleman whose name introduces this 
sketch. Tle is now hving retired at his 
JJeasant home on the corner of Eighth street 
and Sixth avenue, Marion. 
| Mr. Paul was born june 1g, ides, in 
Greene county, Pennsylvania. of which his 
parents, George and Sarah (Tipton) Paul, 
Were also natives. The father taught school 
1OF a time ‘ines 
‘intend ae "aa ae a 
- and spent his entire 


];3 ' <a é - 
‘fe On one farm, dving there at the-age of 
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seventy-two vears. Ee was a very worthy 
and active member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. to which his wife also be- 
longed. She departed this life in 1852, at 
the age of sixty-three vears. Her father 
was Jonathan Tipton and her step-father 
was Matthew Hannan, who served as a pri- 
vate in the Revolutionary war aud died at 
the advanced age of ninety vears. He was 2 
most worthy Pennsylvania pioneer. Our 
subject's paternal grandfather, William 
Paul, was a farmer of that state. 

Alexander Paul is the fifth in order of 
Inrth in a fanuly of nine children, the others 
being Mary, wife of Edmond Phillips; Will- 
lain S., who died young while on business 
in Ohio; Jonathan Tipton. deceased, was a 
resident of Linn county; Thomas, who died, 
at the age of twenty-six unmarried; David 
H.. the only mentber of the family now liv- 
ing in Pennsylvania; Enoch, who died in 
Jowa at the age of forty-five years: Na- 
thantel, a resident of Lisbon, Iowa; and Wes- 
lev S., who died at the age of twenty-seven 
years. 

Mr. Paul, of this review, was reared on 
the home farm and educated in the subserip- 
tion schools, there being no free schools in 
his locality at that time. On the 1oth of 
November, 1844, he left home and came to 
Linn county, lowa, locating in Linn town- 
ship. At that tnne he could have purchased 
any amount of govermnent land at one dol- 
lar and a quarter per acre, but he had not 
the money. He found work on a farm at 
eleven dollars per month, and was thus em- 
ployed for about four years. Purchasing an 
interest in a team, he engaged in breaking 
praine, and in threshing during the fall. 

In 1855 Mr. Paul led to the marriage 
altar Miss Justin Taylor, who was born im 
North Carolina, and in 1836 came to Cedar 
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county, Iowa, with her parents, Goodwin 
and Jane (Taylor) Vaul, natives of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, respectively. By 
this union were born eight children, namely: 
(1) Goodwin T., a furniture dealer of 
Dillon, Montana, wedded Mary Bureay, and 
they have three children, Hortense M., Lu- 
cile J. and Goodwin B. (2) William T., 
a real estate and stock dealer of Horton, 
Kansas, married Ruth Campbell, and they 
have two children, Blanche and Vernon. 
(3) I. N.. a physician ot Perry, Iowa, mar- 
ried Elva Freeman and they have one chid, 
Ruth. (4) Jane is the wife of J. F. Jenal, 
of Nebraska. (5) Oscar ., who is con- 
nected with a store in Lima, Montana, 
wedded Mary Hammond and they have one 
(6) Frank died in Califorma 
(7) 
Charles E.. a fine pharmacist, is now study- 
(83) Bert H. 
conducts a store and hotel in Montana, and 
The 
mother of these children, who was a life-long 
member of the Methodist church, died May 


child, Erin, 
at the age o£ twenty-three years. 


ing medicine in St. Louis. 


has entrance to Yellow Stone Park. 


r, 1876, at the age of lorty-three vears. 

Mr. Paul was again married, November 
2, 1894, his second unton being with Mrs. 
Mary C. (Vosburg) Buroughs, a native of 
Greene county, New York, who had four 
children by her first marriage, namely: (1) 
Eva is the wite of H. C. Preston, of Ma- 
rion, Iowa, and they have four chiklren, 
Mary, Clarence, Ella and Harrv. (2) Belle 
married John C, Leonard and died leaving 
Mary and Nathan, (3) 
Thomas Burroughs married Clara Deerdoff 
and lives in Denver, Colorado. They have 
one child, Anna Bell. (4) Catherine is a 
fine performer on both the piano and violin 
and is low engaged in teaching music. 

In 1853 Mr. Paul purchased land in Ma- 


two children, 
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rion township and developed a fine farm 
rear Simpson Chapel church, devoting his 
energies to the unprovement and cultivation 
of his land until 1890, when he removed to 
Marion and has since lived a retired life, en- 
joving the fruits of former toil. He sold 
his jarm in r8g8 Me has traveled much 
since locating in Marion, taking great pleas- 
ure in that way. He has twice visited Yel- 
Iewstone Park. eligiously he is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church; fra- 
ternally is connected with the Masonic Or- 
der: and politically is identified with the 
Deniweratic party. In early lite he took 
quite an active interest im political affairs; 
and has always given his support to those 
measures which he believed calculated to 
prove of publie beneht. 





HENRY S. KOHL. 


Henry S. Kohli, a well-to-do and success 
ful farmer and steck raiser residing om Se 
tion 36, Franklin township, was born il 
Cedar county, Towa, on the 22d of May, 
1853. His parents, Solomon and Elizabeth 
(Blessing) Kohl, were both natives of Pent 
sylyania, but became acquainted and were 
married at Lisbon, Iowa, having come © 
this state at an early day. Tor many years 
the father was one of the most active and 
progressive agriculturists of his comunity, 
but his last days were spent in retirement 
from Jabor. He died in April, 1894, at Ee 
ave ol sixty-seven years, and was huried i 
the Lishon cemetery, but Ins wife 1 still 
living on the old homestead farm. They 
had a family of five sons, of whom our sti 
ject is the oldest; Ired married Milhe 
Pfaugh and resides on a farm in Cedar cout 
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ty; Emanuel married Alice Tyson and lives 
in Cass county, lowa; John married Flossie 
Nix and resides in Cedar countv; and Sam- 
uel married Ollie Mitchell and lives on the 
old homestead in Cedar county. The father 
of these children was for a great many years 
a minister in the United Brethren church. 
During the winter mouths Henry 8. 
Kohl attended the district schools near ls 
bovhood home until twenty years of age, 
while the stmmmer seasons were devoted to 
farm work. He remained under the parental 
roof unul he was inarried, in Cedar county, 
July 1, 1878. to \liss Susan Bittle, who was 
born in Pennsvivania \ugust 12, 1853. and 
came west mn 186g with her parents, Henry 
and Kehecca (Beexer) Bittle, also natives 
Oo! the Nevstone state. Her family located 
ona farm int Cedar county, where the father 
stil] lives. lt the mother died in August, 
Isgt. Mr. Bittle since early manhood has 
been a minister im the Chureh of Ged. They 
had ten children, namely: David married 
liza Bneher and lives on the old home- 
steal in Cedar county; Jesse, deceased, 
wedded Mary Glantzey, now a resident of 
Franklin county, lowa; Susan is the wife 
of our subject: Amelia died at the age of 
two yeats: Stephen married Beeky Smith, 
and resides in Shelby county, Iowa: George 
died at the age of ten vears; Clara is the 
wife of Robert MeTaughlin, of Mapleton,. 
Iowa; Rebecca is a resident of San Diego, 
California ; Alexander, deceased, married 
Nettie Mason and resided in Mapleton, 
Jowa; and Walter married Lula Briegle and 
makes his home in Tindall, Missouri. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Kohl have a family of 
lour children: Laura, born July 1, 1878, 
18 the wife of Fred Huey, a farmer of Cedar 
county, and they have one child, Harold; 
Clyde, born January 14, T88o0, assists his 
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father in the management of the farm: and 
Ray, born October 16,- 1882, and Clarence, 
born October 21, 1887, are also at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Kohl leased a 
farm which he operated for three vears, and 
then came to Linn county, purchasing one 
hundred and twentv acres of Jand on section 
36, Franklin townslup, which was only par- 
tially improved. To the further develop- 
ment and cultivation of his Jand he has 
since devoted his energies, and now has a 
most attractive place, supplied with ali the 
conveniences and accessories found upon a 
model farm. In connection with general 
farming he raises horses, cattle and hogs. 
He gives his political support to the Repub- 
lican party, and for a number of years has 
served as school director. 


JOHN B. IVES. 


One of the pioneer settlers of Linn cotn- 
ty, Iowa, is John B. Ives. who is now liv- 
ing retired in Marion, enjoving the income 
which he accumulated in former years. He 
was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, on 
the 21st of August, 1824, his parents being 
Elihu and Rachel (Blakeslv) Ives, natives 
of the same state, where they continued to 
make their home until 1837. In that year 
they came west and located near Blooming- 
ton, Illinois, where the father purchased a 
farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
for two years. He then brought Ins family 
to Linn county, Towa, and took up a claim 
in Marion township. After erecting a log 
house upon his place he at once conmnenced 
to break and improve his land. Through- 
out his active business life he tollowed farni- 
ing, but lived in ease and retirement the last 
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By his ballot he 
measures of the 
Both he and his wife 
The children of their 
fanuly were Lucy. deceased wife of Garrett 
Andrews, of Connecticut: Charles, who died 
i; that state: Norman. a farmer of 


twenty vears of his life. 
supported the men and 
Democratic party. 
are now deceased, 


this 
county: George, deceased, who was also en- 
gaged in farming in Linn county: Jolin B.. 
our suljeet; Ruth, deceased: Elihu. whe 
lives on the old homestead in Marion town- 
ship: and Rachel. who died in infaney. 

During his boyhood John B. Ives re- 
ceived a common school education and ac+ 
quired an excellent knowledge of farm work. 
He came with the family to this county in 
1839. and purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in Marion township, two miles 
northeast of the village of Mariott. When 
it caine into lis possession it was all a wild 
tract, and lo its cultivation and improvement 
lie devoted his energies for many vears. 
meeting with marked suceess in his labors. 
He fMlowed general farming uinterruptedly 
until abour 2880, when he disposer of his 
place and removed to Marion, where he has 
since made lis home. For two vears and a 
halt he was engaged in the grocery business 
with lis brother George, but for the past 
twenty years has practically lived retired. 
Besides his own home and a small piece of 
Jand in Marion, he owns two line houses on 
Jwenty-second street of that city. 

In 1851 Mr. Ives was united in marriage 
with Aliss Hannah Jane Wallace, a native 
of Koss county. Olio, and a daughter of 
James and Tannah Wallace. By this union 
born two cluldren: James E., at 
home: and Margaret E., who died in in- 
Janey. Politieally Mr. Ives is identified 
with the Demoeratic party. and religiously 
is a member of the Raptist chureh, in which 


WOE 
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he served as deacon for several years, [le 
and his family are among the oldest resi- 
dents of the county, and have heen actively 
identified with its growth anid development, 
He can relate many interesting reminiscences 
of early day, when wild game was plentiful 
and the streams were full of fish. In those 
early days he was a great fisherman, taking 
much delight in that sport. He ts widely 
and tavorably known throughout the county 
which has been his home for so many years, 
and it 1s safe to say that none of its early 
settlers are more lughly respected and es- 
tcemed. 





JOHN XIGHOLAS MATES. 


John Nicholas Mathes. deceased, was for 
several years an honored and highly re- 
spected citizen of Linn county, his last 
days bemg spent in the city of Marion, 
where he died on the 24th of October, 
IS8g. A native of Germany, he was born 
near Trankfort-on-the-Main November 13, 
1825. his parents being Nicholas and Bar- 
bara (Vischer) Mathes, who were life-long 
residents of that place. The father, who 
was a farmer by occupation, died at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-six years, and the 
mother passed away at the age of eighty 
Religiously they were members 0 
the Lutheran church. Their children were 
Margaret, Mary. Philip and Joha Nicholas, 
all deceased; Dorothy, wife of Lewis Za- 
ger, of Johnson county, Iowa; and Ber 
page 


eight. 


jamin, who is represented on another 
of this volume. 

The subject of this sketeh grew tom 
hood in Germany. and in 1849 emigrated 


- ~ . 1A, 
to the new world. lecating first m Columb 
in 


illl- 


Pennsylvania, where le was engaged 











J. N. MATHES. 








BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





mining for two years. He was next ein- 
ployed in the iroii works at Safe Harbor, 
that stare, until 1855, when he and his bro- 
ther Benjamin came west. After spending 
the winter in Dubuque. Towa, they came to 
Linn county in the spring of 1856, and our 
subject engaged in teanung in Marion until 
1862, when he purchased a slightly 1m- 
proved farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres in Otter Creek townslup. To the fur- 
ther improvement and cultivation of that 
place he devoted his time and attention for 
seven vears. On selling that farm in 1869. 
he bougla two hundred and eighty acres of 
land in lame Grave township, eighty acres 
of which had been placed under cultivation. 
and he continued to engaye i agricultural 
pursuits on tat place until lis removal to 
Marion in 1874. making his home there un- 
til lus death. There he dealt in wood and 
also engaged in teaming to some extent. 
He was very industrious and energetic. 
and developed one of the best farms in Linn 
gounty. 

On the 4th ef March, 1851, in Colum- 
bia, Pennsylvania. Mr. Mathes married 
Miss Anna Mary Danmstetter, who was 
born Mareh 20, 1826, near his birthplace 
in Germany, and came with her mother to 
America in 1850. Her father, George 
Darmstetter, died in Germany. The other 
children of his family were George, who 
died in Germany: Barbara Mary, deceased ; 
and Katie. wife of Mark Swain, of Chicago, 
Of the several children born to Mr. and 
Ars, Mathes all died young with the excep- 
“on of two, namely: Nate married Will- 
iam Corum, who died in 188s. and she de- 
parted this life in 1873. Thev had two chil- 
dren: William, who died at the age of 
three years; and Anna Frances, wile of 
John Mathes, by whom she has one child, 
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Anna Bernice. Benjamin, son of our sub- 
ject, died at the age of fourteen years. 
Mr. Mathes and his family held mem- 
bership in the Evangelical Lutheran chureh 
of Marion, and were among the most high- 
lv respected citizens of the community. He 
led an honorable and useful life, and due 
success was not demed him, so that at his 
death he was able to leave his widow in 
comfortable circumstances. She is a most 
estimable lady, and has a large circle of 
friends atid acquaintances in Marion. 





GEORGIE THOMPSON. 


This highly esteemed citizen of Alt. 
Vernon is oue of the adopted sons of -\meri- 
ca whose loyalty is above question. having 
dee imanifestel by hts valiant service in the 
Civil war. He was born in Cumberland 
county, England. March 13. 1839, and was 
two years old when brought to this country 
by lis parents, John and Nanev A. (Beaty) 
Thompson, also natives of England. His 
father was the only member of the Thomp- 
son family to come to America. Tis 
mother’s youngest brother, Andrew Beaty, 
enugrated to the United States, and is repre- 
sented on another page of this volume. 
John Thompson and his family located on a 
farm in Cortland county. New York. where 
he diect March 23. 1847, lus remains being 
interred in Truxton. that county. His wite 
died January 15. 1854, and was buried in 
Daysville, Ilinois. In their family were 
five children, namely: Elizaheth, who mar- 
ried George Reed and died in Daysville. [li- 


nois; Sarah, a resident of Mt. Vernon, 


Iowa; George, our subject: Hannah, wife 


of Samuel Gray, of Oakland, Califernia ; 
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aud Jane, wife of James Malarkey, of 
Oregon, Illinois. 

The subject of this sketch was reared in 
Cortland county, New York. Going to Ilh- 
nois in the winter of 1852, he worked on 
the farm of J. W. Edmonds of Ogle county 
for a short time, and in 1854 and 1855 
worked for that gentleman during the sum- 
mer months, while he attended school in 
winter. In 1856 he came to Mt. Vernon, 
Towa, the trip being made by way of the 
Northwestern Railroad to Fulton, on the 
Mississippi river; from there to Rock Island, 
Hlinois, by stage coach; by railroad to lowa 
City; by stage to Cedar Rapids; by another 
stare to Marion; and on foot to Alt. Ver- 
non. During the summer of that vear he 
worked on the farm of Irvin Wilcox, and 
the following winter he atteucded school in 
Mt. Vernon for about six weeks. In the 
summer of 1857 he was employed on a 
farm in this county, but in the fall he re- 
turned to Illinois, and lived Light 
TTouse until the summer of 1859. when he 


near 


commenced farming on the shares, operat- 
ing the William Clemens farm in Ogle 
county, near Franklin Grove. In the fall 
of 1859 he went to Chariton county, Mis- 
souri, and engaged in cutting timber ou 
“Old Jack Parris Island” in the Alissouri 
river, three miles from Glasgow until the 
following March, when he went to work for 
Judge Salisbury. near Keatsville, that 
state. While there the town of Salisbury 
was laid out on the judge's farm. Our 
subject continued there until May, 1861, 
when he eaime to Columbus Junction, Towa. 

In August of that vear Mr. Thompson 
enlisted in Company M, First lowa Cav- 
alry under Captain Wiliam = Anknev, of 
Clinton, and Colonel Pitz Henry War- 
ren. He mustered into the 


Was service 
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at Davenport and then went to Bar 
lington, where he joined lus regiment, and 
then proceeded to St. Louis. While there he 
was taken il! and given a furlough, which 
he spent at home. In the summer of 1862 
he rejoined his command at Butler, Bates 
county, Missouri, and participated in the 
engagements: Prairie Grove, 
Dripping Spring, Van Buren, st. Francis 
River, Bavou Metre, Brownsville, Little 
Rock, Newtonia, Prairie D’Anne, Camden, 
Mars Creek. Price's Raid, California, Moro 
River Bottom and ethers. 


following 


On being mustered out of service im 
March, 1866, Mr. Thompson returned to 
Mt. Vernon, Jowa, and resumed farming. 
In the fall of 1867 he purchased a partially 
improved farm of seventy acres in Franklin 
township, which he placed under a high state 
of cultivation, and to which he added until 
he now has one hundred and seventeen acres. 
He continued to successfully engage im ag- 
ricultural pursuits until November, £893; 
when he bought a home in Mt. Vernon, and 
has since lived a retired life, enjoying the 
fruits of former toil. Mr. Thompson cast 
his first presidential vote for John C. Fre 
mont, the Republican candidate, but is now 
a supporter of the Democracy. Fraterrally, 
he is an honored member of W. C. Diimautt 
Post, No. ,00, G. A. R.; Mt. Vernon Lodge, 
No, 351, I. O. O. F.; and Mt Vernon 
Lodge, No. 112, A. F. & A. M. 

At Mt. Vernon, September 6, 1866, Mr: 
Thompson married Miss Adelia Willits, and 
to them were born four children, namely: 
Allison, born July 12, 1867, died Septem 
her 30, t883: John J., born February af 
1870, is now traveling in the west: Horace 
G., born December 25, 1872, died February 
17, 1887; and Grace E., born October 9 
1877, is now attending Cornell College. Tie 
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nother of these children died October 4, 
1889, and was buried in the Sumner district 
cemetery, two miles west of Mt. Vernon. 
Mrs. Thompson was a daughter of Alh- 
son I. and Elizabeth FE. (Julian) Willits. 
Her father was born near Green’s Fork, 
Indiana, and, aS customary in those early 
days, his boyhood and young manhood 
were spent working on the farm and attend- 
ing school when there was no work to be 
done. Of his early life no great amount 
of reliable data can be secured. Perhaps 
the best is that taken from a hooklet written 
by his wife, in which she describes his early 
career in the fallowing words: “His veuth- 
ful labors and hardships, making farms in 
the forests of Ohio and Indiana, his suffer- 
ings on the inhospitable prairies of Illinois, 
In 1836. tending cattle that terrible winter, 
which froze most of the herd to death, 
harely escaping himself; his swimming the 
Mississippi frequently by himelf or by the 
side of his horse; his arrival in Lina coun- 
ty, lowa, 1 1839, where he married a young 
wile, who died in a year; ‘his return to In- 
diana; his second marriage; and back again 
lo Lowa: the blight of his fondest hopes in 
the loss of his children and almost constant 
moving from cabin to cabin and from coun- 
try to town and frem town to country; the 
numeraus journeys from the east to the 
West and the north to the south by wagon or 
horseback, all af which now in retrospect 
seemed like a disturbed, unhappy dream. 
Only on one point in his restless and check- 
ered career could luis mind rest with entire 
Satistaction—the hour in which he gave 
himself fully te God and felt his sins fully 
forgiven. Turning away from these sad- 
dening memoirs of toil, sorraw and disap- 
pomunent, the eye of faith was more in- 


tently fixed than ever before upon a better 
country.” 

In 1842 Mr. Willits married Miss Elizc-_ 
beth E. Julian, whose family resided in the 
vicinity of Green’s Fork, Wayne county, In- 
diana. She was born in that county, July 
15, 1819, and was a daughter of Isaac and 
Rebecca (Hoover) Julian, natives of North 
Carolina, and of Quaker descent. Her par- 
ents were married about 1809 and settled 
near Centreville, where six children were 
born to them-——four sons and two daughters. 
In 1823 Mr. Julian located near what is now 
Lal’ayette, Indiana, where in a short time he. 
died. The young mother at once returned 
to Wayne county, Indiana, and finally took 
up her residence on a small farm at Green's 
Fork, where she reared her children. 

The first of the Julian fanuly to come to 
America was Rene St. Julian, who emn- 
erated from France. (The name was ab- 
breviated and Anglicized prior to the .Ameri- 
can Revolution.) His nativity is accreclited to 
the city of Paris. His parents died in his 
infancy or childhood. While but a youth 
lhe enlisted in the army and served in vari- 
ous foreign parts. In the wars of the Eng- 


lish Revolution, 1688, he served for a time 


in the armeies of James IJ, holding to the 
Roman Catholic faith. Later he, with many 
others, deserted to the standard of William 
(II, under whom he served at the battle of 
Boyne, July 1, 1690, having become a 
Protestant and no doubt classed as a Hugue- 
not. He continued in the service of Ning 
William and his successors during seven- 
teen years. The precise date of his enugra- 
tion to America has not been ascertained, 
but it was early in the eighteenth century, 
en route he stopped at the island of Ber- 
muda, where he married a lacy named Mar- 


£86 
garet Pallock. He was then forty years 
‘ot age He first settled on the coast of 


North Carolina, where he resided for some 
years and had two sons born to tim, both 
ot whom died early. Deeming the country 
unhealthy, he left it shortly afterward and 
settled on the western shore of Maryland, 
where he leased land for some vears, when 
he purchased an estate in Maryland or Vir- 
gima. He had six sons. Stephen. George, 
John, Peter, Isaac and Reneé. The particu- 
Jars of his subsequent life do not appear ‘to 
have been preserved, but his closing vears 
are beleved to have been passed at or near 
the site of the present city of Winchester. 
Virginia. His son also resided in that part 
al the state. 

History records the fact that one of Ins 
sons, Isaac Julian. a voung married man. 
was residing in that vietnity in 1755. Thus 
fact is recorded in Irving's Life of \Wash- 
ington. chapter 18. in connection with the 
mention of an Indian panic.  LBraddock’s 
defeat had oecurred on the gth of July. pre- 
vions, and the people were paric-stricken. 
Isaac Julian was personally well known to 
Colonel George Washington, aged thirty- 
folir, who, after the defeat of Braddock. 
was made conmmander ot the colonial troops 
stationed at Winchester. Virginia. 

Isaac Juhan married Barbara \Vhite, 
daughter of D. Rebert White. of Win- 
chester, an enugrant from Scotland of a 
wealthy and noted faimly. Her mother was 
the daughter of another Scotch gentleman 
nained Huge.  DGarhara had two sisters. 
each of whom married a man named Mor- 
gan. and both had clnidren taken captive by 
Thdians. 
released after a number of vears, but a san, 


A daughter of one of them was 


Ansiah Morgan, at about four years of age, 
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was adopted into an Indian family and would 
not leave them. After he had grown to 
manhood he was taken in battle lighting 
against the whites and solicited to remain 
with his kindred but was beguiled by his 
Inchan wite into a corral and made is es- 
The panic continuing 
and proving too well tounded, Isaac Julian 
and all his brothers save Stephen, the oldest, 
flel the country. So great and imminent 
was the anucipated danger that Isaac Julian, 
who had a tarm well stocked, left all save 
lus horses —which he retained to aid his 
ight,—his farm, standing crops, sheep and 
wither stock, his house anc most of its con- 
tents and with his family sped night and 
They stopped in North 
Carolina, and he purehased a homestead of 
one thousand acres in Randolph county. 
The original deed, still in possession of the 
fanuly, bears date 1762, but he became pos- 
sessed of the property some vears previous. 
There he lived and died, and his grave ts 
still shown. The place. or part of it, stil 
remains in possession of some of his des- 
cendants. The descendants of Stephen, the 
brother of Isaac Julian, who remained 1 
Virginia, are to be found in Ohio and other 
portions of the central west. The other 
brothers are believed to have settled in the 
Carolinas and their descendants are scattered 
over the south and west. 

Isaac Julian (second) married Sarai 
Long. a native of Pennsylvania and a dang 
ter of Tobias Long. Her grandfather, Ed: 
ward Long, came to America with William 
Penn’s fleet. Isaac Julian (second) removel 
to Indiana territory. where he died July 17 
1831. He had six sons, Bohan, Tobias, [saae, 
Jacob, René and Shubel. and six daughilers, 
Zernah, Elizaheth, Sarah, Elinor, Barbara 


cape down the river. 


dav southward. 
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and Martha. The twolast named were twins. 
All of the children save the two first named 
preceded their parents in removing to the 
northwest. Isaac Julian (third) located in 
what is now Wayne county, Indiana, in 
1808, and the following vear married Re- 
becea. daughter of Andrew Hoover, a lead- 
ing member of the Society of Iviends and 
also an enngrant from Randolph county, 
North Carolina. John Scott. the noted old- 
time English Quaker evangelist, had visited 
that part of North Carelina in 1786, in con- 
sequence Of which a number of the people, 
eluding representatives of the Hoover and 
Julian famihes had become members of the 
society. The name Hoover was originally 
Huber, and the family, like the Jultans, went 
by way of Marvland te North Carolina. 
Three brothers, Jonas, Andrew and Chris- 
tian Huber, settled on Pike creek. Maryland. 
The fannly was of German descent, \ndrew, 
of Pike creek. having Jeft Germany when a 
boy. He found a wile in Pennsylvania in 
the person of Margaret Fants. He left 
eight sons and five daughters, all of whom 
had large families, while of course their des- 
cendants are very numerous. [lis son, .\n- 
drew Hoover, was born in Maryland, and 
removed to North Carolina about the time of 
the fight of the Julians frem \ irginia. Ile 
married Elizabeth \Waymire, whose father, 
Rudolph Wavmire, enngrated from Han- 
over, Germany, after he had several children. 
He had been a member ol the famous foot 
Suard regiment of Frederic the Great of 
Prussia, none of whom were less than seven 
feet in height. He left ove son and seven 
daughters by his first wife and seven sons 
hy a secon marriage. ‘Their descendants 
are mosily to he found in the United States. 
Andrew Hoover (second) had ten children, 


tour sons and six daughters, as follows: 
David, Henry, Frederick, Andrew, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Susannah, Catherine, Rebecca and 
Sarah. 

Isaac Julian (third) and Rebecca, his 
wite, started in life im a region largely set- 
tled by North Carolinians and other emi- 
erants from the south. The Hoovers and 
Juhans were identified with the origin of 
Richmond, Indiana. Isaac Julian assisted 
in clearing the heavy forest from a portion 
of the site and taught the first school in the 
township, While David Hoover, a brother- 
in-law—later prominent in the public affairs 
of the country and state— surveyed the plat 
and gave the nanve to the future city. For 
a number of years the Quakers largely pre- 
dominated in the place, which was known as 
the Quaker City of the West. During the 
war of 1812 Isaac Julian’s cabin was turned 
into a block house, where the neighbors came 
for safety from the savage Indians, allies of 
the British. In 1818, 1822 and 1823 he 
was a member of the [nciana 
then assembled at Corydon. 
1823 on the bare plains in Tippecanoe coun- 


legislature 
He died in 


ty, Inchana. 

At the time of ther father 
Willits was in her fifth year. 
brothers and one sister, namely: Jolin M. 
died at the age of twenty-three years. Jacob- 
B., known as Judge Julian, was a noted law- 
ver. George \V. studied law but drifted 
into politics during the anti-slavery agita; 
tion and was nominated for vice-president - 
with John TP. Hale, on the ree Soil ticket 
1 1852. and on that issue was sent to con- 


‘s death wrs: 
She had four 


gress, where he served several terms, be- 
coming noted as a leading statesman. Isaac 
N. also studied Jaw but Jater entered the 
journalistic field, and lives at San Marcos, 
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Texas; Sarah, who became Mrs. Jesse THol- 
man, resides at Mt. Vernon. The others 
are deceased. 

Klizabeth E. Julian was twenty-two 
years of age when she gave her hand in 
marriage to Allison I. Willits, and atter 
spending a vear at the home of his parents, 
they came to Linn county, Iowa, in 1843, 
locating on a fine farm at Sugar Grove, 
Franklin township. Myr. Willits had come 
to this county three vears previous, and had 
purchased the farm in partnership with a 
Mr. Abbey, and on his return bought the 
latter's interest in the place. Here he and 
his wife lived in true pioneer style. [tight- 
een inonths after their arrival here a child 
was born to them but it died in infancy, and 
the second child only lived to be seventeen 
months old. Adelia now Ars. Thompson, 
was next in order of birth, and when slie 
was three years old George J. Willits was 
born. From 1848 to 1852 the family re- 
sided in Alt. Vernon, where Mr. Willits 
conducted a store, and he also platted the 
town, 1 which he owned a large interest. 
About this time Rev. George B. Bowman 
hrst visited this section, and he and Mr. 
Willits became fast friends. The latter pro- 
posed that a school building be erected on 
the present site of Cornell College. His sug- 
gestion being approved, he and his wife sub- 
scribed the frst five hundred dollars for the 
purpose. He lived to see the establishment 
of what is now One of the best colleges of 
the state. In 1855 he made a trip to Mis- 
sour! and a vear later moved his family to 
that state. There it was that he carried 
out his ideas of erecting a place of worship, 
that the common people could attend, but 
soon the cotuntry became more settled and he 
returned to Linn county, Iowa. Shortly 
afterward he was stricken down and passed 
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away in 1858, im his forty-eighth year. He 
was a strong and earnest Christian, and was 
aman lighly respected and esteemed by all 
who knew him. In 1859, Mrs. Willits mar- 
riel Andrew Beaty, of Linn county, and 
they resided on a farm in Franklin town- 
ship until 1879, when they removed to Mt. 
Vernon, where she died in 1889, honored 
and loved by the entire community. 


J. E. MOORE. 


J. FE. Moore, an enterprising agricult- 
urist of Franklin township, is the owner of 
a fine farm on section 25, and his manage 
ment of the place is marked by the scientihc 
knowledge and skill which characterize the 
modern farmer. He was born in Jones 
county, Iowa, May 13, 1866, and is the only 
child of Daniel and Mary (Wagner) Moore, 
both natives of Pennsylvania, their marriage 
being celebrated in Lycoming county, that 
siate. The father was born, however, 
Bucks county. In 1860 they emigrated to 
Towa and took up their residence in Jones 
county, where he engaged in farming util 
1867. The following year was spent at Lis 
bon, and at the end of that time they re 
moved to Cedar county, where he also cat 
ried on farming for seventeen years. He 
then returned to Linn county and purchased 
two hundred and thirty acres of land o 
sections 25 and 36. When our subject took 
this place the father bought forty acres 0" 
which was a good set of farm buildings, 
making his home there until the spring of 
1898, when he removed to Lisbon, where he 
owns a pleasant home, and surrounded by 
all the comforts of life he is now living 
tired from active labor. He still owns one 
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hundred and eighty acres of fine farming 
land in this county, having disposed of the 
remainder of his property. By his ballot he 
supports the men and measures of the Re- 
publican party and he has been called upon 
to fill the offices of township trustee, road 
supervisor and school director, the duties of 
which positions he most satisfactorily dis- 
charged. Both he and his wite are members 
of the United Brethren church, and he was 
formerly a trustee of the same. 

The subject of this sketch was principally 
reared in Cedar county, where he attended 
the district schools, and later took a course 
at the business college of Cedar Rapids. Be- 
ing the only child, le remained at home, and 
at the age of twenty-two took charge of the 
farm, which he successfully managed until 
1899, When he bought that portion of the 
place, consisting of fifty acres on section 25, 
Franklin township, on which stands all of 
the buildings. He is a most progressive and 
up-to-date farmer, who has made a scien- 
tific study of his chosen occupation, and is 
mecting with excellent success. He gives 
considerable attention to the breeding of 
cattle, making a specialty of thoroughbred 
Jerseys. 

In Linn county, February 15, 1893, Mr. 
Moore was united in marriage with Miss 
Lora A. Fisher, and to them were born 
twins, Tloward and Homer, who were born 
June 2, 1899, but Homer died two days 
later. Mrs. Moore was born in Lisbon 
March 2, 1868, aud is a daughter of Perry 
Jackson and Cornelia E. (Ringer) Fisher, 
the former a native of Ohio, and the Jatter 
of Crawfordsville, Indiana. Ter parents 
were married in Jones county, Iowa, and for 
some time made their home in Lisbon, where 
the father taught school for a number of 
terms. He also engaged in farming for a 


while, and when thus employed studied law. 
After his admission to the bar he engaged 
in practice for many years at Lisbon, Linn 
county, but in 1886 removed to a fruit farm 
which he had previously purchased, making 
it lis home until his death, which occurred 
December 7, 1895. His remains were in- 
terred inthe Lisbon cemetery. His widow 


now makes her home in Linn county 
with her children. Their family  con- 
sisted of the following named: Will- 


lam P. wedded Mary Russell and lived tor 
a time in Qklahoma, but now resides in this 
county; Fannie F., born June 23, 1862, died 
October 9, 1895; Nellie B. is the wife of 
George G. Miller, a farmer of Linn town- 
ship; Lora A. is the wife of our subject; 
Mary E. is the wife of William Reigor, a 
farmer of this county; and Howard K. 1s en- 
gaged in mercantile business in Oklahoma. 

Religiously Mr. Moore is a member of 
the United Brethren chureh, and politically 
is identified with the Republican party. He 
has served as treasurer of the school ‘board 
for a number of years, and never withholds 
his support from an enterprise which he be- 
lheves calculated to advance the moral, in- 
tellectual or material welfare of his township 
or county, and is justly numbered among 
the valued citizens of the community in 


which he lives. 


HENRY STRALEY. 


The subject of this sketch is proprieror 
of a livery, teed and sale stable on the corner 
of Eleventh street and Exghth avenue, 
Marion, and for almost twenty years has 
been one of the leading business men of 


that place. He was born near Greenfield, 
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Ross county, Ohio on the 27th of December, 
1846, lus parents being John Lewis and 
Ielizabeth Straley, natives of Virgimia and 
Ohio, respectively. The father was engaged 
in farming in that county until 1850, when 
he came to Linn county, Iowa and took up 
iis residence in Monroe township, where he 
died in the spring of 1853, when about forty- 
five vears of age. He wasa very devont anil 
earnest Christian, a member of the Aletho- 
dist Episcopal church, to which his wite also 


belonged. She survived him several vears, . 


dying in 1876 at the age of hity-six. They 
were the parents of four children of whom 
Henry is third in order of birth. The others 
were as follows: Joseph enlisted at the age 
of eighteen years in the Ninth Iowa Volun- 
teer Intantry during the Civil war. Being 
wounded and ill he was sent to a hospital 
in Loutsville, Kentucky, and irom there was 
brought home, where he died three or four 
weeks later al the age of twenty-one. Charles 
is now postmaster at Jesup, Towa. .\nna 
L. married S. B. Gilltu, and resides at Hud- 
son, Iowa. 

Henry Straley is indebted to the com- 
nion schools ol thts county for his education- 
al privileges. Ile assisted in the labors of 
the home farm until r882. when he removed 
to Mfarion and opened a feed stable. He 
has since successfully engaged in the livery 
business at this place, and now keeps nine 
horses and a good assortment of vebicles 
to meet the wants of his customers. 

On the 4thof January, 1870. Mr. Stralev 
led to the marriage altar Miss H. Al. White, 
also a native of Ohio and a daughter of A. 
I. and Mary White, who cine to this state 
about 1856. Four children blessed this 
union: Frank, who is assisting his father 
it business; Willian L., a clerk in Owen’s 
drug store of Mlarion; .\. \W., a stenographer 


profession he ran away from home and 
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of St. Paul: and Daisy, at home. All are 
graduates of the Marion high school. The 
parents are both members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and in politics Mr. Straley 
is independent, voting for the men whom he 
helieves best qualified to hll the offices re 
He is a worthy 
represeiutative of one ot the old and reliable 
families of this county, aud as a public spirit- 
ed citizen he takes a deep interest in the wel- 
fare of the community. 


gardless of party lines. 


GEORGE P,. CARPENTER, M. 0. 


Dr. Carpenter, who is the oldest medt- 
cal practitioner in Cedar Rapids, has that 
lor and devotion to lis profession 
which has brouglit to hina suecess and 
secured him a place among the ablest rep 
resentatives of the medical fraternity in 
this section of the siate. He was born m 
Lancaster, Ohio, September 21, 1846, and 
is a son of Dr. Paul and Marv (Fetters) 
Carpenter. On the paternal side his ances- 
tors came from Holland in colonial days, 
and representatives of the family bore 2 
prominent part in the Revolutionary war 
and the war of 1812. The Fetters family 
is of German origin and was founded 
Ohio at an early day. 

Dr. Paul Carpenter, our subject’s father, 
was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and 
when a voung man began the study of law 
with James Buchanan, afterward preside 


of the United States, but not hking that 
Jo- 


love 


cated in Lancaster, Ohio, where he took ? 
the study of medicine, later becoming a 
of the foremost physicians and surgeons in 
that part of the state. Tor forty-five years 
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he was successfully engaged in practice m 
Lancaster, anc} there died in 1880, at the 
age of seventy. Jle was a prominent Ala- 
son and served as emiment grand comiman¢d- 
er of the state for twenty years. As a 
Republican he touk an aetive interest in 
political affairs, but could never be prevailed 
upon to accept office. Religiously both he 
aud the mother of our subject were mem- 
hers ot the Alethodist Episcopal church. 
The latter died in Lancaster, Ohio, at the 
age of thirty-live vears. Of their five chil- 
dren our subject is the second in order ot 
birth aad the only survivor. father 
Was twice married, lis first wife being Mary 
Cannon, by whom he had two cluldren, 
Henry \W., a pliysi- 
cin of Lancaster, Ohio; and Mary Ellen, 
wie of W. J. Carty. of Columbus, Ohio. 

Dr. George P. Carpenter obtained his 
carly education in the schools of his native 
place, and was graduated from the high 
school of that city at the age uf fifteen 
years. He then entered the Ohis Wesleyan 
Cniversiiy at Delaware, Ohio, where he 
pursued a literary course and was gradu- 
ated in 1865. Tle commenced the study of 
medicine under the able direction of his 
father, and later attended lectures at the 
Ohio Medical College, of Cineimati, where 
he was graduated in Mareh, 1868, at thie 
age OF twenty-two years. While yet a stu- 
dent he spent one year in an army hospital 
with his brother, Dr. H.W, Carpenter, who 
Was a surgeon in the army, 


lhe 


both Itving, namely: 


There were 
Irom twelve liundred te erghteen hundred 
patients in the hospital the entire time, and 
there he gained a good practical knowledge 
ot medicine and surgery, which was of 
great benefit to hint in ds subsequent career, 

Immediately after his graduation Dr. 
Carpenter Calitte ta Cedar Rapids, arriving 
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here on the 4th of April, 1868; and at once 
opened an otfice. The city at that time 
contained a population of only three thou- 
sand, and he has therefore witnessed almost 
its entire growth and development. Two 
years after locating here he entered into 
partnership with Dr. E. L. Mansfield, and 
together they engaged in practice for five 
years, but with that exception Dr. Carpen- 
ler has always been alone. He has always. 
engaged in general practice, but of late 
years has given special attention ti: surgery 
and has performed. many notabie opera- 
tions. 

On the rst of July, 1869, in Delaware; 
Olio, Dr. Carpenter was united in marriage: 
with Aliss Delia Fant, a native of that stare 
and a daughter of Rev. S. Fant, who was 
aimmiuster of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and one of the pioneer clergymen of that 
section. By this union were born four chil- 
dren, namely: Laura, wife of A. S. Smith, 
of Chicago; Alice, at home; Paul F., a 
resident of Los Angeles, California; and 
George L., a student in the high scliool of 
Cedar Rapids. The wife and mother died 
March 31, 1897, and was laid to rest in 
the Oak Hill cemetery of Cedar Rapids. 

In his political affiliations Dr. Carpen- 
ter is a Republican. Religiously he is oue 
of the leading and active inembers of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in which he 
has served as steward and trusiee for thirty 
years. Traternally he is a member of Mt. 
Herman Lodge, No. 263, F. & . M., and 
J rowel Chapter, No. a9, R. A. M., and also 
orders. JJe is merlical examiner for the 
Northwestern Life Insurance Company, of 
Milwaukee, and treasurer of the Jowa 
Union Medical Society, of which he is a 
member. Ye is- also a member of the 
American Medical Society, the ‘Tri-State 
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Medical Society, the Iowa State Meclical 
Society, and the Cedar Rapids Medical So- 
ciety, and has been a member of the staff 
of St. Luke’s hospital sinee it was founded 
fifteen years ago. He stands high in his 
profession and enjoys the personal friend- 
ship of a number of the most noted phy- 
sicians of the United States. The Doctor 
is widely and favorably known, and it 1s 
safe to say that no man in Linn county 
has more friends or is held in higher regard 
than he. He has a verv fine collection of 
relics and curios gathered from all parts of 


the world. 
—_—_—_—__4 __—- ad — 


WILLIAM PIEPER. 


Among the honored and highly esteemed 
citizens of Lisbon who have retired from 
active labor is William Pieper, who was born 
in Flanover, Germany, January 15, 1817, a 
son of William and Philapena (Valbaum) 
Pieper, also natives of tha: country, where 
the mother died. The father afterward mar- 
ried again, his second wife being Hannah 
Pieper. and in 1843 he emigrated to Amer- 
ica, locating on a farm in Wisconsin, where 
he died in 1852. His wife passed awav in 
1866. By his first marriage he had four chil- 
dren, namely: Caroline, now the widow of 
Henry Haulpniver and a resident of Colum- 
bia City, Indiana; William, our subject; 
Melzena, wife of Louis Pauk, of Los An- 
geles, California; and Frederick, who mar- 
ried Catherine Ichart and both died in 
Jones county, Iowa. 

During his boyhood Wiliam Pieper at- 
tended the district schools of his native land 
until fourteen vears of age, and then worked 
ag a farm hand until coming to this country 
with the hope of benefiting his financial con- 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


dition. In 1840 he took passage on a sail. 
ing vessel at Bremen, and after a stormy 
voyage of nine weeks landed in Baltimore, 
Maryland. He at once proceeded to Day- 
ton, Olio, and as he spent his last twenty- 
five cents on the dav of his arrival there he 
was forced to seek employment at once. Go- 
ing to Piermont, that state. he hired out to 
a stock farmer at six dollars per month, and 
remained there six months. He then re 
turned to Dayton, where he worked four 
months at eight dollars per month, and later 
was emploved by Joseph Snvder at eighty 
dollars per vear. 

In 1842 Mr. Pieper went to Columbia 
Citv. Whitley county, Indiana, and after 
working tor ethers at that place for two 
years he purchased eighty acres of land at 
three dollars per acre. Later he sold that 
farm for one thousand dollars and bought 
one hundred and ninety-five from a Mr. 
Jamilton. This property he sold in 1854 
for twenty-five hundred dollars, and then 
came to Iowa, locating in Pioneer township, 
Cedar county, where he purchased a fam 
of two hundred and ten acres. To the cul 
tivation and improvement of that place he 
devoted his energies until 1887, when he te: 
moved to Lisbon and has since ved 4 t& 
tired life. He owns a good home at this 
place, where, surrounded by all the comiorts 
of life, he is now enjoying a well-earned 
rest. 

In Whitley county, Indiana, Mr. Pieper 
was married, in 1844, to Wilhelmina Reasey, 
who died in 1856. Of the three children 
horn of that union two are still living, nam 
lv: Henry, who married Susan Cole au 
resides in Lisbon, Iowa; and Lazette, wile 
of William Robinson, who lives neat Me- 
chaniesville, Cedar county, Iowa. | 

(n 1857 Mr. Pieper was agam married, 








at Huntington, Indiana, his second union 
being with Hannah loss, by whom he had 
fivechildren: \Villiam, who married Minnie 
Davis and resides at Olin, Iowa; Louis, also 
a resilent of that place; Minnie, who mar- 
ried Frank Jackson and died in 1897; Au- 
gust, who married Mollie Cameron and lives 
near Olin; Hannah, wife of Reuben Cole, 
of Clinton, Iowa. The mother of these chil- 
dren died in 1868. 

Later im the same year Mr. Pieper was 
married, in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, 
to Miss Augusta Schwalbe, who was born 
in Menkin, Province of Brandenburg, Ger- 
many, July 3, 1845. After their marriage 
they took the steamer, Sea Bird, to go to 
Chicago, but stopped at Milwaukee to visit 
her brother, and that night the Sea Bird 
was burned and sank with all on board. 
Mrs. Pieper’s parents were Michael and 
Fredericka (Daun) Schwalbe, also natives 
of Germany, who came to America in Au- 
gust, 1855, and settled on a farm in She- 
boygan county, Wisconsin, where they made 
their home until death, the father dying July 
20, 1880, the mother October 1, r89s. They 
hat eight children, but only four are now 
hving, namely : Minnie, a resident of Plym- 
outh, Wiscensin, and widow of Helmuth F. 
Kohson, who died in California December 
27. 1884; Augusta. wife of our subject; 
Ernest, who married Barbara Kestner and 
lives in Plymouth, Wisconsin: and Anna, 
Wife of Otte Lotliug, whose home is near 
Howard’s Grove. Sheboygan county, Wis- 
consin, By lus third Marnage Mr. Pieper 
had three children: (1) Elvina, born May 
5, 1869, is the wife of Albert M. Floyd, pub- 
lisher of the Lisbon Sun at Lisbon, Iowa, 
and they have one child, Harriet H. (2) 
‘ahaha 111 ip (3) Augusta, born 

Oe Fd. TO71, who first married David 
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Fall, a traveling salesman of Mechanics- 
ville, Towa, and after his death wedded Rev. 
Lewis Krome, the present pastor of the Ger- 
man Reformed church at Lisbon, and they 
have one child, Harold William. 

By his ballot Mr. Pieper supports the 
Democracy, and takes an active interest in 
pubhe affairs. He is a member of the Lu- 
theran church, while his estimable wife is a 
Christian Scientist in religious belief. He 
is a genial, pleasant gentleman, who makes 
many friends, and he and his family receive 
and merit the high regard of the entire com- 
munity. His wife is particularly a well 
posted woman, and takes a commendable in- 
terest 1n general affairs. 





J. D. ROWE. 


For over thirty years this gentleman has 
been a resident of Marion, where he is now, 
successfully engaged in businss as a car- 
peter and contractor. and also owns and 
operates a planing mill as the senior mem- 
her of the firm of J. D. Rowe & Son, at No. 
1408 North Tenth street. Throughout his 
career of continued and far-reaching useful- 
ness his duties have been performed with the 
greatest care, and his business interests have 
been sO managed as to gain for him a ]ib- 
eral patronage, and the confidence of the 
public. 

A native of New York, Mr. Rowe wag 
horn in Essex county November 15, 1831, 
and is a son of Leland and Lucy (Durant) 
Rowe, who also claimed the Empire state as 
the place of their birth. The father owned 
a home in the east. where he spent his entire 
He worked for others, and served as 
being 


life. 
county superintendent of schools, 
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prominently identified with the educational 
affairs of Essex county. Tle was a musician 
il the war of 1812. and received a lane war- 
rant fer services rendered. Jn rehgious faith 
both he and his wife were Bapusts and were 
Tle died at the 
age of seventy-two years, and she passed 
away several years later at the age of sey- 
enty. Of their seven children our subject 1s 
the fourth in order of birth, while only three 
are now living. these being J. D., ot this 
review; and Eleanor, wife of G. J. Miller, 
and Barlew L., both residents of Vermont. 

J. D. Rowe was educated in the public 
schools of New York, and alter laying aside 
lus text books learned the carpenter's trade, 
which he has tollowed since the age of eight- 
een years. In 1869 he came ta Marton and 
has since been one of the leading business 


active in all chureh work. 


men of that place. Fle las tule many of 
its houses, including seme of its finest resi- 
dences, cine also erected the Christian church, 


TIe 


not only has charge of the carpenter work, 


the county heme aml other buildings. 


but as a contractor does evervthing Irom ex- 
cavaling the cellar unul the building is ready 


for eceupaneyv. fle and dus son also own a 
planting null, and envage in the manufacture 
Of sash, doors, moldings, ledges. ete, and 
dive butt up a gad business in that Ime. 

Mr. Rowe was married, December 27, 
ISS54. 00 Miss Anima Storrs, also a native of 
Iessex county, New York. and a daughter 
af Samuel Storrs, and to them have been 
born one daughter. lda Mav. who died at 
the age af fifteen vears, and two sans, both 
residents af Mitrion. red .\. married Fan- 
nite Williams and las two ehildren, Charles 
and Walter. He is the junior member of the 
hr; and Prank Es married Jdith Egeleston 
and has one son, Harald J, 

Fraternally Mr. Rowe is a member of 
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the Masonite order and the Iowa Workmen, 
and politically ts identilied with the Repub- 
hiean party, in the success of which he takes 
a deep interest. ]lis wife is a member of 
the Christian eliutreh, and beth are held in 
high esteem by a large circle of Iriends and 
acquaintanees. 





C. A. FATTEN. 


Marion has no more wide-awake or en- 
terprising Iusiness man than C. .\. Patten, 
the well-known proprietor of rhe livery, feed 
and sale stable at No. 845 Eleventh street. 
Hfe is a native of Linn county, born mm Brown 
township, December 4, 1869. and 1s a son of 
Richard and Lydia (Pierpont) Patten, who 
were born, reared and married in Barnes- 
ville, Belunont comty. Ohio. In 1865 they 
came to Linn county, Ohio. and purehased 
a farm, which the father operated until 1866, 
when he lost his right arin in a sawmill, and 
for fourteen years engaged in selling patent 
medicine in Linn, Jones and Cedar counties 
Since then he has again followed farming 
near Whittier’s Corners, where he and Ins 
They are faithful and con 
sistent members of the Society of Friends, 
and the mother was clerk of the church for 
several years. Both take an active mterest 
1 chureh work, and are among the most 
henored and highly esteemed citizens of their 
community. 


wile now live. 


Unto this worthy couple were born eight 
children as follows: William, who ts engage! 
in farming near Whittier’s Corners, lowe: 
Ella, wite of Jesse Morris, a stock buyer and 
shipper of that place; Jennie, who marie! 
William Test and died in 1892; Jou, all 
extensive stack dealer of Springville, Towa; 





a 


Isaac, a hardware merchant of Fullerton, 
Nebraska; C. A., our subject; Marion, a 
farmer of Marion township, this county; 
and Clarence. a teacher at \WVluttier. 

C. A. Patten. together with the other 
children of the family. was edneated in the 
conunon and Quaker schools of this county, 
and he started out in life for hinself as a 
horse trainer and breeder. In partnership 
with Jalin Willard he bought a horse named 
Onard Wilkes. for breeding business, and 
together they engaged in buying, selling and 
breaking horses for three vears. In 1894 
he and S, 4. Scott embarked in the livery 
business on the corner of Eleventh street 
and Lighth avenue. where they carrie] on 
business until their stable was destroved by 
fire in August. 1894. Mr. Patten then pur- 
chased lis partner's interest in the Inisiness 
and removed to his present location, taking 
possession of what was known as the old 
Markly feed stable. He now keeps fourteen 
head of fine horses and a good line of bug- 
gies and carriages to correspond, his proper- 
ty hemg valned at two thousand dollars. He 
has charge of the hearse work for both un- 
dertaking establishiments in Marion. 

He is a thorough horseman, who has 
always been an ardent admirer of the 
noble steed. and to-day owns a fine fi ve-vear- 
old mare, who made a record of 2 336 in Au- 
gust, 1900. He is also assistant foreman 
for the (7. BD. Owen Hose Company. 

On the r2th of september, 1894. Mr. 
Patten. married Miss Maude Gibson, ai 
Marion township, Linn county, a daughter 
a Benjamin ant Kate Gibson, pronmunert 
farming people of that township. To our 
Subject and his wife has heen boru a sort 
Merle. | 

Ii his political affiliation Mr. Patten is a 
stanch Republican. hnt tas never been an 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


197 


ee ee re 





ofhee seeker. He is a member of the Knights. 
of Pythias Lodge, No. 8, of Marion, and the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He = stands 
high in, business circles and commands the 
respect and conlidence of all who know 
hum. 

Mr. Patten is an extensive dealer in 
coach and driving horses, dealing mostly. in 


home trade. 


CHARLES H. EASTLACK. 


Charles H. Eastlack, wlio resides on sec- 
tion 25, Franklin township, owns and ope- 
rates a valuable farm of one hundred and 
fity-eight acres, whose neat and tlirifty ap- 
pearance well indicates tis caretul super- 
vision. Substantial improvements are sur- 
rounded by well-tilled fields, and all of the 
accessories and conveniences of a model 
farm are there found. 

Mr. Eastlack was born in) Highland 
county, Olio, October 10, 1852, and is a son 
ot John and Jerusha (McVey) [astlack, 
who were natives of New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania, respectively, and were inarried in 
Ohio. They made their home in Highland 
county, Ohio, until 1854, when thev came to 
Linn county, Towa, and located in Frank- 
lin township, where the mother died in No- 
vember 15, 1859, her remains being interred 
in the AMIt. Vernon cemetery. In 1863 the 
father wedded Miss Mary Shattuck, a native 
of New York, who died December 18, 1893, 
and was buried in Cedar Rapids. while he 
diel December 19, 1883, and was laid to 
rest by the side of his first wife in the Mt. 
Vernon cemetery. By the first nmon he had 
thirteen children, namely: Isauc EE. ched 
at the age of twelve vears; INeziah. deceased, 
was the wife of George Ilardy, who lives 
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near Leesburg, Ohio; James and Wailham 
both died in childhood; Abigail died at tlre 
age of seven years; Sarah is the widow of 
E. H. Cole and lives near Jameson, Daviess 
county, Missouri; Catherine is the widow of 
Henry Ryan and resides in Clarke county, 
Towa; Anna married Washington Shantz 
and both are now deceased ; Susan is the wife 
of John Stine, of Cedar Rapids; Eliza died 
in wfancy; Rachel is the wife of Thomas 
Robinson, whose farm adjoins that of our 
subject; John \W. died at the age of four 
years; and Charles H., our subject, com- 
pletes the family. By his second union the 
father had two daughters: Stella, wife of 
Lucius Walker, of Cedar Rapids; and Jo- 
sephine, wife of Edward Ellott, of the same 
place. 

The subject of this sketch was only two 
years old when brought by his parents to 
Towa, and he was reared on the farm in 
Franklin township, while his education was 
He was 
sixteen years of age when his father sold his 
place and removed to town, and he then 
worked as a farm hand for some time. Prior 
to his marriage, however, he purchased one 
hundred and twenty acres of land three miles 
south of Cedar Rapids, upon which he lived 
for four years, and on disposing of that 
place he bought a farm in Franklin towu- 
ship, consisting of two hundred acres. In 
1897 he sold that farm, and purchased ninety 
acres of land on section 25. Franklin town- 
ship, and an adjoining sixty-eight acres in 
Cedur county, to the cultivation and im- 
provement of which he has since devoted lis 
lime and attention with most gratifying 
results, He is also engaged in buying 
selling and shipping stock, and probably 
handles more horses than all 
farmers of Linn county put tegether. 


obtained in the district schools. 


the other 
Ile 
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is also interested in the breeding of Short. 
horn cattle, and in all his undertakings js 
meeting with marked success. 

At Mt. Vernon, December 22, 1879, was 
celebrated the marnmage of Mr. Eastlack and 
Miss Olive Cordes, who was born on a farm 
in Linn township, north of that city, April 
30, 1863. and is a daughter of Christian and 
Ruhy (Doty) Cordes, who are still living 
im that locality, 
by birth. 
died at the age of five vears; Olive, wife of 
our subject; Carrie, wife of Lee Nleinecht, 
a farmer living west of AIt. Vernon; Addie, 
wife of Barney Peddecort, a farmer living 
near Greene, lowa; and John, who is at 
Alr. and Mrs. East- 
lack have three children: W. Roy, born 
May 3, r88o, assists his father in stock buy- 
ing; and Clara, born January 26, 1883, ant 
John Earl, born July 4, 1892, are also at 
home with their parents. 

Politically, Myr. astlack has always been 
a stanch supporter of the Republican party, 
and for a number of years he has most ef- 
ficiently served as school director in his dis- 
trict. He is a trustee and active member 
of the United Brethren chureh, and 1s a man 
highly respected and esteemed by all with 
whom has has come in contact either i 
lusiness or social life. 


Her father is a German 
His children were Lizzie, who 


home with lis parents. 


WILLIAM M. GILLESPIE. 


-\iter many vears of active labor prit- 
cipally devoted to agricultural pursuits an 
teaming, William AL. Gillespie 1s n0w living 
a retired life in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, where le 
hag made lis home for twenty-one ll 
He is a native of county Tyrone, Lrelancy and 
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was a young man of twenty-two vears when 
he came to the United States in 1&55. He 
landed in New York and proceeded at once 
to Granville, Vermont, where he worked as 
a laborer for a few years. He then pur- 
chased a farm in Addison county, that state, 
and was engaged in its operation until he 
entered the Union army during the Civil 
war, His father, William Gillespie, died in 
Ireland and after the close of the Civil war 
his mocher, Martha Gillespte, came to Aimeri- 
ca and located in Gouldsville. Vermont, where 
she diel m I&S84. Our strbject has one 
brother and two sisters residing in the last 
named place. 

Iir 1864 Alr, Gillespie enlisted in Com- 
pany H, Seventeenth Vermont Volunteer In- 
fantry, and remained in the service until hos- 
tihties ceased. He participated in the battles 
of Cold Harbor, Spottsylvania Court House, 
Petersburg, North nna. Bethesda Church, 
Petersburg Mine. Weldon Railroad, Poplar 
Spring Chureh, and Hatehie’s Run. He was 
wounded im the knee in an engagement be- 
tore Petersburg, April 2. 1865, and was also 
hit hy a piece of shell just between the eyes. 
He now draws a pension of fourteen dollars 
per month as a sort of compensation for the 
injuries received. His brother James was a 
member of Company F, Fifth Vermont Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and: was killed in the battle 
of the Wilderness ai the age of twenty-seven 
years, 

Mr. Gillespie was discharged from the 
service at Alexandria, Virginia, and returned 
to Granville, accent: where he continued 
to follow farming until his removal to Mt. 
Vernon, lowa, in r880. Here he gman 
il teaming for some vears, but for the past 
few vears has been living a retired life, en- 
joving a well-earned rest. 

Before leaving Ireland Mr. 


+ 


Gillespie 
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married Miss Lydia Ann Reilly, also a native 
of that country, and to them were bern ten 
children, six of whom are still living, name- 
ly: William James, who owns and operates 
asmall farm in Franklin township, this coun- 
ty; Robert, a teamster residing at home; 
George, who also has a small farin near the 
city and lives with his parents; Anna, wife 
of Frank Keiler, an engineer of Bethel. Ver- 
mont; Carrie, wife of James Thompson, a 
teamster of Mt. Vernon; and Susan, wite of 
Harry Nower, a painter of Cedar Rapids. 
The others all died when voung and the 
wife aud mother departed this life in 1877. 
For his second wife Mr. Gillespie married 
Miss Jane Anderson, a native of Iowa. He 
is a faithful member of the Methodist church 
and is also connected with the Grand Army 
Post at Mt. Vernon. In his political affilia- 
tions he is a Republican, and that he ts a 
loyal and patriotic citizen of his adopted 
country is attested by his gallant service in 
the Civil war. 


Oe 


JACOB D. BUNGER. 


Among the leading business men of Ce- 
dar Rapids and the honored veterans of the 
Civil war is this well-known contractor and 
builder, who came to this city in 1873 and 
has since been an important factor in its 
business affairs. A native of Monroe coun- 
tv, Indiana, he was born near Bloomington 
on the sth of May, 1834. His father. Davicl 
Bungey, was a native of Virginia, and when 
a young man went to Indiana, locating m 
Monroe county, where was celebrated his 
marriage with Miss Juritha Berry, a native 
of Kentucky. Throughout life he engaged in 
farming and stock raising, and died in Alon- 
roe county, 1 1845, at the early age of thir- 


ty-three years. Huis wife survived him many 
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years and reared their faimly. Ji 1851 slie 
removed to Illinois, and settled on a farm 
in Henderson county. Her last davs were 
spent with her only daughter, Mary P.. wite 
of Samuel Brightwell, residing near Chari- 
ton, Iowa, and there she died at the age ol 
sevelty-eight years. She had four sons, of 
whom Jacob D. is the oldest; William, whe 
died in Burhngton, Iowa, in rS884, was a 
soldier of the Civil war and lust a Jeg in the 
siege of Vicksburg; Green is a-farmer of tls 
county ; and Joseph is a tarmer of Nebraska. 

Jacob D. Bunger grew to manhood upon 
the home farm in Henderson county, ITli- 
nos, and in early life learned the rrade of a 
carpenter and jomer, at which he worked 
in Indiana and Hingis until the Civil war 
broke out. On the 14th of -\ugust, 1862, 
he joined the lovs in llue of Company G. 
One Hundred and Eighteenth Dhneois Vol- 
unteer Infantry, as corporal, and was sent 
down the Mississippi to Memphis. He par- 
icipated in the hattles of Chickasaw DBavou, 
Arkansas Post, Dort Gibson and the siege of 
Vieksburg, and assisting in taking that 
stronghold. He had two lingers of lis right 
hand shot olf, and was thus permanently 
disabled. Tle was ill in the hospital at Neo- 
kuk, Lowa, until the close of the war, and 
was then sent to Davenport, where he was 
mustered out and honorably discharged on 
the 18th ef May, 1865. after which he re- 
turned to lus home in Ifinois. 

In the iall of the same vear, however, 
Mr. Dunger came to Towa, and settled in 
Blairstown, where he engaged in contract- 
ang and building tor five vears. At the end 
ol that time he removed ta Marign, where 
he was smularly employed for three years. 
au then came to Cedar Rapids, where he 
has since successfully carried on operations 


asa cantractyr and Iuilder. Ile has ereeted 
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a number of business blocks but lias mostly 
engaged in building private residences, and 
on all sides are seen evidences of his handi- 
work. He has bought lots and built two 
liouses for lumself. 

At Galesburg, Illinois, in June, 1856, 
Mr. Bunger married Miss lliza H. Wood- 
bridge. who was born and reared in McDon- 
ough county, that state, and was educated 
at Galesburg. Unto them were born five 
children, namely: 
shatter, of Cedar Kapids, and died here leay- 
Ing one child, Nina, who now resides with 
her grandparents and is attending the Cedar 
Rapids high school; Edward is married and 
engaged in farming in Linn county; David 
IS an energetic nan Qf good business ability 
residing at home; Nora is the wile of George 
Holland, of Cedar Rapids; and Harry is in 
the upholstering business in Denver. 

Politically, Mr. Bunger has been a hie 
long Republican, having never wavered in 
his allegiance to that party since casting his 
tirst presidential vote for John C. Fremont 
in 1856. His duties of citizenship are a- 
ways faithfully and couscientiousiy ptt 
formed, but he has never sought political 
honors. Ile was made a Mason in Blatrs- 
town in 1867, and is now a prominent and 
honored member of Crescent Lodge, No. 
25, Ff. & A. AM.) He and his wife are con- 
nected with the Christian Science church, 
and are people of the highest respectability. 


Clara married George 


he 


BENJAMIN GAUBY. 


There cre few men more worthy of Te 
resentation in a work of this kind than the 
subject of tlius iographiy, who is gpend.ng 


: — : ; te 
his declining years in retirement from a 








BENJAMIN GAUBY. 
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‘ve labor in Lisbon. Ilis has been a long 
and useful career, in which he has estab- 
lished himself in the esteein and conhdence 
of all who know him. He was born on the 
Tih of Mareh, 18:3. in Berks county, 
Pennsylvania, of which his parents, Daniel 
and Susan (Snyder) Gauby, were also nit- 
lives, and they spent their entire lives m 
the Keystone state. In their family were 
fifteen children, eight sons and seven daugh- 
ters, but only our subject and one brother 
are now hving. 

Benjamin Gauby grew to manhoud 1 
the county of jus nativity, and there mar- 
ried Esther Shirar, whe was also born in 
Pennsylvania, and died in Lisbon, Iowa, in 
1873, at the age of sixty-iwe years. She 
was a faithful member of the United Breth- 
ren ehureh, and a devoted wile and loving 
Of the nine clildren bern of this 
umon seven died in infaneyv, wlule those 


mother. 


still living are Jonas S., a resident of Lis- 
bon; and Susan, wife of Amos Brenneman, 
a carpenter of Marion, Iowa. 

After lus marriage Mr. Gauby removed 
to Union county, Pennsylvania, where he 
remained nine vears, where he worked at 
Later he removed 
to. Lebanon county, and in 1836 came to 
Jowa, locating in Lisbon, where he followed 
the same ovenpution fora number of years. 
subserjuently he purchased a farm in Frank- 
lin township, this county, but just at this 
lime his wife died, and he rented same for 
nOlne years, when he sold it, having siuce 
live] a retired life on Market street. In 
1852 he went to California, where for three 
years he suecessfully engaged in mining. 
Me has prospered in most of his business 
ventures, and is to-day quite well-to-do, 
having Won success by giving close atten- 
t10n to every detail of lis business. He now 


Mins ay *s 
ins trade of a niason. 


owns several large residences in the city, 
and also business property. 

Mr. Gauby is a member ot the United 
Brethren church, and before comtng west 
was also connected with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. His political sup- 
port is always given the men and measures 
of the Republican party, but he has never 
sought official honors. He was a member 
of the city council one term, being one of 
the first aldermen elected in Lisbon. Com- 
ing to this place when it was a mere ham- 
let, containing only a few houses, he has 
heen prontnently identihed with tts up- 
building and deveiopment, and is to-day 
numbered among its most honored and high- 
ly respected citizens. Hig support 1s always 
given any worthy object for the public good. 
and educational and moral interests have 
been promoted through his etforis. 


ti tp 


BERTHA S, LILLIE, M. D. 


Among those who devote their time an 
energies to the practice of medicine ancl 
have gained a leading place in the ranks of 
the profession is Dr. Lillie, of Marian, who 
is a native of Linn county, where her parents 
\W. L. and Eulalia (Lucore) Lillie, still re- 
side. The father was born in Vermont and 
is one of a family of seven children. On 
coming to this county in 1865, he was ac- 
companied by his brother, George A., and 
in 1880 Willis also located here. — -\ll 
three are now living in the same neigh- 
borhood in Marion township. One brother, 
Rush, is still a resident of the 
Mountain state. as is also his sister, Dora, 
wife of Gardner Ashley, Alma, 
wife of Cyrus TH. ANikens. lives in Nansas ; 
and Nellie, wife of John Carlin, makes her 


Cireen 


wliule 


FO4 


home in Massachusetts. The Doctor’s moth- 
er 1s a native of Jowa, and one of a large 
family, the others being Alonzo, a ranch- 
man, of Colorado; Joseph, a music teacher, 
ai this county; Herbert, a farmer of Nebras- 
ka; Luther, a traveling salesman residing in 
Des Moines; Julalia, who is a twin sister ot 
Mrs. Lillie and the wife of William Austin, 
a farmer of this county; Joanna, wife of I. 
D, Wightman, a carpenter and contractor, 
of Marion; Lizzie, wife of \W. W. Scott, a 
farmer of this county; and Mahala, wife of 
Wilson Wightman, of Lincoln, Nebraska. 
During the dark davs of the Civil war 
W. L. Lillie enlisted in 1862, in the Fifty- 
first Vermont Volunteer Infantry, which 
Was assigned to the Army of the Potomac 
and was in the reserve torce at the battle of 
Gettysburg. 
at the end of nine months when lis term of 


He was honorably discharged 
enlistment expired. .\s previously stated he 
removed from Vermont to this county in 
1865, and has since made his home in Marion 
township with the exception of two years 
spent in Buchanan county, Jowa. As a 
farmer aid stock raiser he has met with 
marked success during his residence liere. 
Ile makes a specialty of fine horses. He has 
etheiently served as school directar of his 
district, and has ever taken a commendahle 
literest in educational affairs. He 1s to-day 
one ot the most prosperous and extensive 
farmers of Marion township, as well as one 
of its leading and representative citizens. 
Dr. Lillie 1s the second in order of birth 
ina fanuly of seven children, the others 
heing as follows: €1) ML. Jane is the wife 
of C. H. Brooks, an attorney of Wichita, 
Inansas, and they have four children, Willard 
L., Helen, Catherine and Josephine. (3) 
George L. and (4) Josephine FE. are twins. 
The former married !nez Stinson, of Dakota 
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City, Nebraska, and is engaged in farming in 
Marion township, this county, while the fat- 
ter is at home with her parents. (5) Frank 
J. assists his father mm the operation of the 
(6) Park IL. is also at home 
(7) Alice is now attending the Marion high 
school, of which the others are all graduates, 

Dr. Lillie began her education in the 
district school near her childhood home. 
After her graduation she taught in the home 
district one year, and then took a six months 
course in stenography and type-writing at 
Cedar Rapids. Later she attended Cornell 
College, and subsequently entered the Ho- 
meopathic medical department of the State 
University of Iowa,where she was graduated 
In 1897, with the degree of M. D., standing 
Since then she 
has actiely engaged in practice in Marion ani 
She gives special attention to the 
diseases of women and children, and 18 con- 


home farm. 


second in a class of sixteen. 
vicinity. 


sidered one of the best representatives ot 
that branch of the profession in Linn county. 
She is well versed on all subjects pertaining 
to her chosen calling, and stands deservedly 
high in the profession and among the laity. 
The Doctor is now medical examiner for the 
Legion of Honor and the Royal Neighbors, 
and is vice-president of the Central lowa 
Homeopathic Association, of which she 1s @ 
prominent member. Religiously, she 1s 4 
member of the Congregational church, and 
has been superintendent of the Sabbath 
school for the past three years. 


LEMUEL J. WALN. 


Linn county has many well-to-do ant 
successful farmers who have been the archi- 
tects of their own fortunes, and by ther 
well-directed efforts have acquired a cone 
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fortable competence. Among these 1s the 
subject of this personal history, who now 
owns and operates a good farm on section 
19, Franklin township. He was born in that 
township, May 26, 1858, and 1s a son of 
William and Fannie (Burge} Waln, the 
former a native of Ohio. the latter of Greene 
county, Pennsylvania. He is great-grandta- 
ther on the paternal side was a Mr. Barnard, 
whowas drafted and served foriy vears in the 
Swiss army before conung to America, and 
in this country took part in the War of 1812. 
He had two daughters. both of whom mar- 
ried Walns. The parents of our subject were 
married i this county and made their home 
on what was known as the William \Waln 
farm until the father’s death, he being killed 
ma tornado in 1860, The following four 
vears she conducted the farm alone and in 
1864 she inarried Silas Bailey, and they con- 
tinued to make their home on the farm one 
vear, when they sold their property and 
moved to Creston, Jowa, where they lived 
tll 1879, when the property was sold, and 
she returned to Linn county and remained 
one year. -\t the end of that period she 
rejoined her hushand anc moved to Nebras- 
ka, where they purchased a farm. There she 
died December 13, 1892. 
The subject of this sketch is the seventh 
im order of birth in a tanuly of etght clul- 
ren, the others being as follows: Aarga- 
ret A., horn October 20, 1848, is the wife of 
James McLaughlin, of Franklin townslip, 
a sketch of whom appears in this work; 
Samuel J., born April 8. 1850. married Ida 
Patmore and lives west of Mt. Vernon; 
Martha Jane, horn June 11. 1851, died in 
childhood ; Eliza J.. born December 5. 1852, 
Is the Wife of Emanuel Welty. of Winterset, 
sore Aoecboarh 
} a Till and resides in Raven- 
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den, Arkansas; John E., born February 24, 
1857, married Hattie Russell and makes his 
home north of Mt. Vernon; and Milton E., 
born February 8, 1860, married Emma May- 
bower and lives in Mt. Vernon. 

Being only two years old when his father 
died Lemuel J. Waln had few advantages 
during his boyhood and youth, and received 
very little schooling except that gained in 
the school of experience. He profited by the 
lessons received, however, and has a good 
practical knowledge of men and _ affairs. 
Prior to his marriage he worked as a farm 
hand by the month. On the 20th of Feb- 
ruarv, 1884, at Marion, Iowa, he wedded 
Miss Lavina Burge, and they now have two 
children: Milton B., born May 29, 1891; 
and Clara Ethelda, born October 9, 1895. 

The Burge family originated in Hull. 
Yorkshire, England, and came to America 
with Lord Baltimore in early colomial days, 
settling in Maryland. Some of its members 
took part in both the Revolutionary war and 
the war of 1812. The branch of the family 
to which Mrs. Waln belongs came to Mus- 
catine, Iowa, in 1837, and two years later 
took up their residence in Linn county, 
where they entered: quite a large amount of 
Jand. 

Jeremiah Burge, the grandfather of Mrs. 
Waln, was born in Pennsylvania, in 1800, 
and was a son of William and Priscilla 
(Long) Burge, also natives of that state. 
He married Hester Morford and to them 
were born seven children, namely: James 
M., the father of Mrs. Waln: Fannie, the 
mother of our subject; Jeremiah. deceased, 
who married Sarah Archer; William, who 
married the widow of his brother Jerenuah 
and lived in Franklin township; John, who 
married Harriet Harles, deceased, and te- 
sides near Cedar Rapids: Jane, who marriec 
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Robert Maxwell, of Cedar county, Towa, anid 
both are now deceased; and Alartha, who 
married first Washington Turner, who was 
killed in the Civil war, and 1s now the widow 
of Elijah Rundel and resules in Clyde, Ne- 
braska. 

James AL. Burge, Mrs. Waln's father, 
was born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
and came to this county with the fannly 
in 1839. Here he married Elizabeth Me- 
Roberts, a native of Kentucky, and a daugh- 
ter of Michael and Mary (Smith) AleRob- 
erts, who was born in Virgima. The Alfe- 
Roberts family came from Scotland to 
America in the early part of the Eighteenth 
century, and it has been well represented in 
the wars of this country. William Smith, 
the maternal grandfather ot Airs. Burge, 
was in the secret service under General .\r- 
nold in the war of 1812, was present at the 
surrender of Detroit, and was massacred at 
the battle of River Raisin. 
hth in order of birth in a family of eleven 
chiidren, the others being Wola. 
Inarried and lives at Watsonville, Califor- 


Alrs. Burge was 
who 


mat: Wussell, who also married ancl resides 
in Greene county, Iowa; Marv Jane, wh 
married John Prather, and aiter residing 
far a time in Linn county, fowa. moved ta 
Kansas and Jater to Oregon, where both 
died; George, who married Sarah Diack, 
and makes lus home in Mound City. Mis- 
sourt; Irank and = Jaines, twins, both of 
whom entered the Umon army during the 
Civil war, and died at Miautland., Missouri, 
Irom the effects of their army life; Lucinda, 
who aarried Henry Rogers. She died in 
California and he died in Greene county. 
lowa; Elsina, who died in infaney: Dunean, 
a physician, who was killed in the Civil war: 
and Margaret E., who died at the age of 
twenty vears. After his marriage James MM, 
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Burge located on a farm on section 21, 
Franklin township, where he spent the re- 
mainder of hus life, his death occurring May 
5, 1891. Tis wife died April 21, 1886, and 
beth were laid to rest in Mt. Vernon ceme- 
tery. Unto this worthy couple were bom 
twelve children, as follows: Frances mar- 
ried ferenuah Thomas, a farmer of Franklin 
township, and died in 1878. Jerry was killed 
ina tornado on the home farm in Franklin 
township in 1860. Hester AI. married Joseph 
Moore, who died in Linn county, in 1877, 
while her death occurred in Greene county, 
tits state, in T8835. Their sons are now en- 
gaged in the catile business in Tillamook, 
Oregon. Joli W. married Hannah Clark 
and is engaged in Jarming in Bertram, Lowa. 
Ellen married Andrew Dill, a farmer of 
Franklin township, this county. who died 
December 22, 1877, and she died c\ugust 
21, 1879. Elizabeth is the wife of Jolm 
Hoffman, a farmer of Franklin township. 
James R. married A\lvena Mintch and is en- 


eaged in the ice business in Mt. Vernon. La- 


vina is the wife of our subject. Elmer mar- 
ried Kate Teller and resides on his grand: 
father’s old homestead in Franklin township. 
Fthelda is keepine house for her brother 
George H, Anson S. married Lula Davis 
and resides in Spokane, Washington. George 
Tl., a farmer of Franklin township. is repre 
sented on another page of this volume. — 
For ene year after his marriage Mr. 
Waln lived on the MeCafferty farm where 
iS wife was born, and spent the following 
year on the Jerry Burge farm. His wife 
owned forty acres of land which they traded 
far the Chris Conrad place on section 19. 
Franklin township, and Mr. Waln has added 
to this until he now has one hundred and hve 
acres of well improved and highly cultivated 
land, supplied with a ecod set of farm build: 
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ings. Ile 1s a most progressive, up-to-date 
and suecesshul farmer, and raises consiler- 
able srock, including horses, cattle and hogs. 
In his political allihations he is # Republican, 
and he has efficiently filled the oflice of school 
director. 


oO — a 





ROBERT E. REASLAND. 


Among the reliable. substantial and pros- 
perous farmers of Franklin township none 
are more deserving ol representation in this 
volume than Kabert E. Reasland, whose 
home 1s on section 29. He was born near 
Easton, Tennsy!yania, Octeher 27, 1856, 
and is a son of Ernest and Mary (Cobol) 
Reasland, both natives of Germany. She 
being of a wealthy family and Mr. Reasland 
bemg por, her parents were opposed tu the 
marrage. wal] accordingly the young couple 
came to this country in 1849 and were mar- 
ried in New York, knowing that in \imerica 
all men were equal according to their ability 
and energy. ‘They first located in Pennsyl- 
ania, where they made their hame for some 
years, ane Myr. Keastiuid died in 
1863. Two years later the father brought 
ins family to Lishon, Iowa, «ind commenced 
work lor Daniel Baker on the old Trout 
larin, chopping wood. A year later he Jo- 
cated on the bank of Cedar river, where he 
built a thatehed shanty, which was his home 
for two years. 


where 


In 1866 he bought a place 
near the river on section 28. Franklin town- 
ship, southwest of Lisbon, and erected there- 
on a log cabin, where he resiced until 7 F, 
when he removed to the elvhty-acre farm 
owned ly Dr, Pease, subsequently he lived 
One year on the Peter Betzer farm of eighty 
arces, and then went to Nebraska, where he 
remaned until his death, which occurred 
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October 15, 1898, lus remains being interred 
eight mules northeast of Ravenna, Nebras- 
ka. In 1873 he married Mary Woods, who 
has resided in Lisbon, Lowa, since her hus- 
band’s death. His children were all by the 
first marriage, namely: Wenry, who mar- 
ried Mary Bushausen and resides in Sher- 
man county, Nebraska; Robert E., our sub- 
ject; August -L., who married Addie Me- 
Cuen and lives in Fillmore county, Nebras- 
ka; and Charles, who died at the age of thir- 
ty-four years. 

Robert FE. Reasland was only seven years 
of age when brought to this county, and here 
he was reared. During his minority he gave 
every cent which he earned to lus father. 
He worked as a farm hand until 1869, and 
was then employed in a brick vard. The 
year following his father’s removal to Ne- 
braska he was in the employ ef Samuel Horn 
on the Trout farm, and then again worked 
He next rented 
und operated the Carpenter farm of two hun- 
dred and twenty-six acres in Iranklin town- 
ship for two years, and on the expiration of 
that time went to Nebraska, but bemg un- 
successtul there, he sold the farm which he 
had purchased there, and returned to this 
county in the fall of 188o. 

At Lisbon, April 27, 1881, Mr. Reasland 
was united in marriage with Miss \nna Hel- 
ler, who was born in that place, November 
27, 1860, and is also of German descent, 
though her parents, Peter and Sarah (Teel) 
Heller, were both natives of Pennsylvania, 
and were married in Northampton county, 
that state. In 1845 thev came west and lo- 
cated in Lisbon, Iowa, where Mr. Heller 
engaged in the tinming business and also 
served as justice of the peace for forty vears. 
He died August 4, 1887, at the age ol sixty- 
two years, and was buried in Lisbon, but 


in a brick vard for a vear. 
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his wife is still a resident of that place. 
They had eight children, namely: Mary, 
wife of Thomas \Wooderson, of Indiana; 
Ida, who died at the age of nineteen vears; 
Ired, who married Anna Hatelfinger and 
lives in Fillmore county, Nebraska; William, 
who is engaged in the marble business in 
Lisbon and hes with his mother; Anna, 
wite of our subject; Lincoln, who died at 
the age of thirty-two years; Almira, widow 
of Russell Mackey and a resident of Lisbon ; 
and Kate, wife of Elmer Burge, a farmer 
of Franklin township, this county. Mr. and 
Mrs. Reasland have six children: Ernest, 
born January 14, 1882, assists Ins father in 
the operation of the home farm; Peter, born 
March 29, 1883, is employed as an assistant 
in the management of a large farm north- 
west of Alt. Vernon; Ruth, born April 21, 
1886, is attending school and resides with 
her parents; Natie May, born March 6, 
1889; Robert, born February 28, 1892; and 


Gertrude, born October 28, 1895, are all at 


home. 

After his marriage Mr. Reasland rented 
the Robinson farm for one year, and for the 
sane Jength of time rented a place across 
the river. At the end of that time he bought 
the Ben Carpenter farm of one hundred and 
thirty-three acres on section 29, Franklin 
township, and has since purchased an ad- 
joining tract of forty-eight acres, making 
a good farm of one hundred and eighty- 
one acres. It is one of the best improved 
places in the locality, having one of the larg- 
est modern barns in the township, besides 
cattle sheds and other outbuildings, while 
the residence is a modern Queen Anne struc- 
ture, furnished in a most tasteful manner, 
and everything about the farm indicates the 
thrift and progressive spirit of the owner. 
As a stock raiser he has also met with suc- 





le 


cess and is accounted one of the most thor. 
ough and skillful agriculturists of the com- 
munity. Fraternally, Mr. Reasland js a 
member of Mt. Vernon Lodge, M. B. A, 
and politically 1s a stanch Democrat. He js 
now serving as district school treasurer, 


HENRY B. SIMPSON. 


For many years the subject of this sketch 
was one of the practical and progressive 
farmers ot Rapids township, but is now 
living a retired life im his pleasant home, 
No. 344 Third avenue west, Cedar Rapids. 
He was born on Elkhart Prairie, Elkhart 
county, Indiana, October 17, 1830, and isa 
son of \William and Elizabeth (Riggs) 
Simpson, who were born, reared and married 
In ennessee, and in 1828 removed to the 
Hoosier state, becoming early settlers ol 
Elkhart county, where tle father entered 
Jand and improved a farm. He was one of 
the prominent agriculturists of the commu 
nity and continued to make his home there 
until called to his final rest in 1878, at the 
age of seventy-six years. |The mother of 
our subject died about 1836, and the father 
later married Miss Elizabeth Longacre. 

In his native county Henry B. Simpson 
grew to manhood on the home farm, and ob- 
tained his education in the district schools 
of the neighborhood,which ‘he attended when 
his services were not needed! in the oper 
ation of the farm. On the 19th of Eebru- 
ary, 1852, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Elizabeth Garnant, who was born iil 
Ohio, August 8, 1831, hut was reared in Iv 
diana, her father, John Garnant, being one 
of the early settlers of Elkhart county. -\fter 
his marriage Mr. Simpson followed farnr 
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ing in that county for nine years, and at the 
end of that time sold his property there, and 
in the spring of 1861 came to Linn county, 
Iowa, where he purchased a farm in Col- 
lege tonwship. He operated that place for 
two years, and on the expiration ot that time 
he sold it and bought a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres in Rapids township, near 
Cedar Rapids, to the further improvement 
and cultivation of which he devoted his time 
and energies for many years. He erected 
thereon a good house and barn. set out shade 
and fruit trees, and made many other im- 
provements which added greatly to the value 
and attractive appearance of the place. Rent- 
ing his farni in 1892, he removed to Cedar 
Rapids, where he purchased a lot and built a 
neat residence which 
home. 


has since been his 
He has also erected two other houses 
in the city, and is now enjoying the income, 
derived from lis property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simpson are the parents 
of six children, namely: Sarah Alice, wife 
of Wiliam M. Krebs, of Cedar Rapids ; Will- 
iam J., a farmer of this county; Mrs, Rosa 
Krebs, a widow residing in Cedar Rapids ; 
Charles J., a mechanic of that city; Arvilla, 
wile of George L. Mentzer, of Cedar Rap- 
ids; and Cora, who married H. H. Jacobs, 
of Cedar Bavidge and died in 1891, leaving 
one daughter, Cora R., who makes ler 
home with her grandparents and is now at- 
tending the Cedar Rapids schools. 

In 1863, during the dark days of the 
Civil war, My. Sim pson offered his services 
te his country, but on going to Iowa City 
Was dischar ged on account of illness. The 
following year le was drafted and fur- 
nished a substitute. Politically he has been 
a life- long Democer ‘at, but at lacal elections 
Where no issue i$ involved he votes inde- 
pendent of party lines, supporting the men 
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whom he believes best qualified to fill the 
othces. He never sought political prefer- 
ment, but served as road commissioner 
winle engaged in farming. both in Indiana 
aud Towa. He and his wife are both mem- 
bers of the Baptist church and are people 
of the highest respectability, whose sterling 
worth has gained for them many friends. 


J. W. MILHOLIN. 


The agricultural interests of Franklin 
township are well represented by this gentle- 
man, who was born in Linn township, this 
county, on the 31st of December, 1860. The 
Milholin family originated in Ireland, but 
many bearing the name now live in Scot- 
Jand and America. James Milholin, our 
subject’s father, was born on the Emerald 
Isle, but when a boy went to Scotland, and 
wt 1853 came to the United States. After 
spending two vears in Pennsylvania, he re- 
moved to Iowa, and was married in Marion, 
tc Miss Elizabeth McLaughlin, a native of 
Glasgow, Scotland, who came to the new 
world in 1856, and located in Marion, Iowa. 
After living in that place for a time, they 
removed to a farm in Linn Grove, Linn 
township, and later spent two years on the 
farm of Colonel Robert Smyth in Franklin 
township. Their next home was on the 
Robert Rose farm, where they continued to 
reside until their deaths. The mother de- 
parted this life February 15, 1878, and the 
father died February 2, 1897, the remains of 
hoth being interred in the Mt. Vernon ceme- 
tery. Unto them were born five children, 
as follows: Isabella Agnes is now the wife 
of Andrew Dill and lives south of Cedar 
Rapids; John C. ts a railroad conductor and 
makes his home in Livingston, Montana; 
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T. W., our subject, is next in order of birth; 
Thomas H. lives on a farm adjomimng our 
subject in Franklin township: and Robert 
A. resides with his brother Thomas H. 

The district schools of Franklin town- 
ship afforded our subject lis educational ad- 
vantages, aud on leaving school at the age 
of nineleen years he gave his entire time to 
the work of the home farm, continuing to 
manage the place for one year after Ins mar- 
riage. The following year he operated 
rented land, though in 1887 he had purchased 
fifty-five acres oi land. In 1898, he bought 
the James Bryney farm of one hundred and 
five and one-half acres on section 18, Frank- 
lin township, and in the operation of this 
place he has since met with marked success. 
Like most of the farmers of this region he 
devotes considerable attention to the raising 
ol stock. 
and lus suecess in lie has been worthily 


fe 1s progressive in his methods 


aclueved, it being due entirely to bis own 
well-directed and energetic efforts.  Politi- 
cally he is sdentihed with the Republican 
party, and socially is connected with the 
Camp of Modern Woodmen, No. 126, at 
Alt. Vernon. 

On the roth ef October, 1892, at Mt. 
Vernon, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
AMilholin and Aliss Elsie della Lair, who 
was born at Iélvira, Clinton county, Iowa, 
lebrnary 14, 1870, and is a daughter of Jo- 
seph Bair, whose sketch appears ou another 
page of this volume. Four children bless 
this union, their names and dates of birth 
being as iellows: Harry B., Octoher ta, 
1894; J. Chilferd, May 10, 1896; Florence 
E., July 3, 1898; and Glen Leroy, March 
10, 1900, diced April 1, 1901. Florence was 
bern on the day Cervera’s fleet was captured 
by the Americans during the Spanish-Ameri- 
can wil, 
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ELI JOHNSTON, 


Among the old and honored citizens of 
Linn county who have passed to their re- 
ward is Eh Johnston, who died in Mt. Ver- 
non, December 7, 1898. Le was born in 
Richland county, Ohio, April 19, 1827, and 
could trace lis ancestry back for two cent- 
urtes. ITis great-grandiather, Adam John- 
ston, and jis wife, whose maiden name was 
Crow, came to this country from Treland 
when the grandtather, William Johnstoa, 
was only four vears eld, and settled in Cum- 
berland county. Pennsylvania, but subse- 
quently removed to \Westmoreland county, 
that state, and still later to Butler county, 
Pennsylvania. 
of whom were born in -\merica with the ex- 


They had five children, all 


ception of William, the others being Fran- 
cis, who died young leaving no issue; -\dam, 
John and Benjanin. all of whom lived te 
be old and lett taniulies. 

William Johnston, the grandfather of 
our subject, was reared in Cumberland and 
Westmoreland counties, Pennsylvania. He 
lived for a short time in Stark county, Oho, 
but spent his last days in Knox county, 
that state, where his death occurred. He 
wedded Mary McCandless, also a native 0 
Ireland. whe came to the United States 
when only a year old. Ter. father was 
Robert McCandless. while her mother bore 
the maiden name of Crow. They located 
in Butler county. Pennsylvania, where her 
father followed the occupation of a farmer: 
until called to his final rest. Unto Willian 
Johnston and his wife were born cleven cht 
dren, namely: Francis, Polly, Williau, 
Susan, John, Isabel. Absalom, Adam, Rob 
ert, Sarah and James. All are now le- 
ceased. 


. : rock’ her 
Francis Johnston, our subjects father, 





ELI JOHNSTON. 
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was born in Westmoreland county, Penn- 
sylvania, October 1, 1794, and grew to 
manhood in Butler county, that state, where 
he learned the sickle making business wieder 
Thomas Parks. In 1816 he married Jane 
Parks, the sister of his employer, and re- 
moved to Stark county, Ohio. She sickened 
and died while visiting friends in 1821, 
leaving one son, William, was born 
September 24. t819g. In 1823 Francis John- 
stoll was again inarried, his second union 
Anna Snoddy. Her fa- 
ther, George lleming and his wife, whose 
maiden name was .\Ispaugh, were born and 


who 


beng with Alrs, 


reared in lrelaned, and on their emigration 
to Ameri¢a took up their residence in Frank- 
lin county, Peansvivania. They had eight 


children: = John. Jane. anna, William, 
George, Charles, Joseph and Marv. The 


parents and all of their children wirh the 
exception of William and Charles, died in 
Kichland county, Ohio. Mrs. Tohnsten was 
born June 9. 1798, and first married Joho 
Snoddy, with whom she removed from But- 
ler county, Pennswylvania, to Franklin coun- 
ty, that state, and later to Stark county, 
Ohio, where Mr. Snod ily died leaving a 
widow and three children to mourn lats loss. 
In 1824 Mr. and Mrs. Jolinston removed to 


Richland county, Ohio. By their union 
were barn nine children. namely: Mary 
Ann, Eli  dliza, Robert, John. David, Sarah 


Fee —— atid Fi; arrict, all of whom are 
living with the exception of Ili, Mary Ann, 
Robert andl § Sarah Jane. Robert died March 
5, 1242, of eee of the brain induced 
by a fall; Sar 1 Jane died of consumption 
June 1, 1857, sat Mary Ann died in the fall 
or 1806. Lliza, John, David and Harriet 
are all residents of Kosciusko county, In- 


diana: and George makes his home near 
Empor; la, Kansas. 
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In the county of his nativity Eli John- 
ston passed the days of his bovhood 
and youth, and pursued his studies in 
a primitive school house which had 
neither door, window or floor. Each 
pupil recited by himself as there were 
no classes, and the studying was done aloud. 
The teacher was most proficient in the use 
of the birch rod. Mr. Johnston was a stu- 
dent for one term at the Mansfield Academy: 
and one at the Monroe Seminary, where his. 
education was completed so far as schools 
were concerned. In the fall of 1847 he 
commenced teaching school and taught 
every winter with exception of that of 1870, 
until elected principal of the Lisbon schools 
In the fall of 1872. 

On the 13th of March, 1856, Mr. Johu- 
ston was united in marriage with Miss Mar- 
garet Jane Keed, who died of consumption 
February 24, 1868. This was doubtless. 
one of the darkest clouds of his life as his. 
family was broken up and his children scat- 
tered. They had three children, namely: 
Allie May, born in Richland county, Ohio, 
January 1, 1857, is now the widow of \War- 
ren \W. Richardson, mentioned below, and a 
resident of Linn Grove, Iowa; Elihugh R., 
born in \Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
Deceniber 29, 1860; and Jessie, born in 
Linn county, Towa, June 12, 1863, was 
married September 25, 1884, to Rev. Had- 
wen William, now a resident of Elwood, 
Towa. Warren W. Richardson was born in 
Linn Grove, near Mt. Vernon, April 21, 
1853, and in childhood was known as a 


truthful, thoughtful and unselfish boy, and 
a favorite with his companions. He was 
married January 1, 1880, to Miss Allie 


May Johnston, who was to hima most faith- 
ful companion. IJ]e died at his home near 
the place of his birth, fune 14, 1896, hon- 
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ored and respected by ali who knew him. In 
1878 he united with the Linn Grove Pres- 
byterian church, and always took an active 
and prominent part in all church work, sery- 
ing as superintendent of the Sabbath 
schoo! and ruling elder of the church. Up- 
right and honorable in all things, he was 
found true to every trust reposed in him, 
and no man in the community was held in 
higher regard. 

Mr. Johnston was again married, April 
15, 1869, his second union being with Miss 
Harriet Varner, by whom he had one son, 
Francis, who was born September 24, 1870, 
and diel December 12, 1885. Mrs. John- 
ston was born in Linn county, four miles 
and a half from Met. Vernon, January 23, 
1843, and isa daughter of James S. Varner, 
who was born near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
February 29, 1804, his parents being na- 
tives of the same state. He was educated 
in a subscription school at Chartiers, and at 
the age of eighteen commenced work on the 
river as a beat hand, later becoming master 
of a keel-boat. Still later he was a pilot 
on a steamer running down the Oluo river 
to St. Louis. Afterward he owned and op- 
erated a small farm in Allegheny county, 
Pennsylvania, and on disposing of that, in 
1842, he came to Linn county, Iowa, where 
he secured a claim. [ive years Jater he 
purchased more land and continued his resi- 
dence until called to hus final rest, 
June 12. 1881, his remains being interred 
in Mt. Zion cemetery, Linn Grove. He was 
married at Pittsburg, in June, 1828, to Miss 
Ann Alsip, who was born in County Down, 
Ireland, February 1, 1811, and came with 
her parents to America in 1818; the tanuly 
nt Allegheny City, Pernnsvlvamia. 
She died February 22, 1875. Of the five 
children born to them Caroline died in t- 


here 


located] 
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taney. Adeline, born June 16, ¢836, mar. 
ried John H. Nulton of Alt. Vernon, Iowa, 
and died February 5, 1896; Francis, born 
September 6, 1838. was wounded in the 
battle of Shiloh during the Civil war, and 
died in the hospital at Camp Dennison, near 
Cinemnati, May 12. 1862. Mrs. Jolinston 
is next in order of birth. Ann Eliza, born 
in Linn county, January 117, 1845, was mar- 
ried, March 14, 1866, to \W. A. Karns, of 
Linn county, Kansas, and she died June 25, 
1895. 

In 1849, Mr. Johnston removed to In- 
diana, where he spent three vears, and then 
returned to Ohio. In 1853 he spent a short 
time in Iowa, teaching one term of school, 
anc then returned to Ohio. It was in 1858 
that he removed with his wife and child to 
Keokuk county, Iowa, and in the fall ot 
the same year came to Linn county. In 
r86r he purchased forty acres of land, and 
to it he subsequently added eighty acres as 
lis financial resources permitted. Many 
times after the day’s work was done in the 
school room he went to the timber, cut his 
load of wood and returned to his home by 
moonlight, not completing his day's work 
until far into the night. 

With his election to the principalship 
of the Lisbon schools the field of his labors 
as an educator widened, and renting 4's 
farm he devoted his entire time to teaching. 
During his second year there, in the fall of 
1873, he was elected county superintendent 
of schools on the Republican ticket, and filled 
that office most creditably for eight year 
He was an able and competent  instructo! 
and displaved excellent judgment in the 
choice of instructor for normal institute 
work. After his retirement from olfice he 
and his wife taught in the public schools of 
Western, this county, for two years. The 
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college having recently been removed to 
Toledo, there was a demand for a high 
school there, and he was chosen as teacher 
of the same. The following two years were 
spent in traveling over the country with a 
team and wagon in the vain endeavor to re- 
store the health of his son, Frank. The 
family traveled all over Nebraska and Kan- 
sas, almost as far west as Colorado and as 
far south as Indian Territory, but death fin- 
ally claimed the boy and on December ra, 
1885, at the old Varner farm in Linn Grove. 
Worn out by the long vigil at the bedside 
of his dying boy, Mr. Johnston made no 
effort to follow his profession except teach- 
Ing an Occasional term of a country school, 
lor over four years. About two years of 
this time were spent in Mulvane, Kansas. 

In the summer of 1889, Mr. Johnston 
received a commission as superintendent and 
Mrs. Johnston as matron of Dwight Mis- 
sion, Indian Territory, this being an acade- 
my for the education of full blood Cherokee 
Indiana, under the management of the Pres- 
bytertan Board of Home Missions. For four 
years they continued this work, when feel- 
ing the weight of many vears he laid down 
ihe work he had carried on so faithfully for 
so long a time and retired permanentiy from 
the profession. 

Throughout life Mr. Johnston was an 
earnest and consistent Christian gentleman. 
He was reared in the rugged faith of the 
Associated Reform church, to which his 
Parents Delonged. He became converted 
i Indiana in the winter of 1S50-51, under 
the preaching of the Rev. Clevinger of the 
United Brethren church, and for about 
tight years held membership in the Baptist 
church, but on coming to Jowa, in 1858, 
he and his wife united with the Presbyterian 
church at Tallevrand, Keokuk county. Re- 
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moving to Linn county, in the fall of that 
year they transferred their membership to 
the Linn Grove Presbyterian church, with 
which he was connected for forty years. In 
the meantime, however, he was a member, 
temporarily, of the church at Mulvane, Kan- 
sas, and Dwight, Indian Territory. For 
the long period of twenty years he was su- 
perintendent of the Linn Grove Sunday 
school, and as his services in that line were 
always in demand, he has been known to 
have conducted his own school in the fore- 
noon and tio others in the afternoon. Dur- 
ing his labors in Indian Territory he was 
licensed by the Presbytery of Cherokee as a 
Jav evangelist. Fle was a most entertaining 
companion, being fond of a good story with 
a point or moral to it, and few could tell 
one better, while his wit was of the genuine 
Jrish kind, alwavs ready and always pat. 
His influence was great and alwavs for 
good, and lus sympathy, his benevolence and 
his kindly greeting, will long be remembered. 
His duties were performed with the great- 
est of care, and throughout his life his per- 
sonal honor and integrity were without 


blemish. 
pe ® - 


CHARLES W. EMERY. 


Among the enterprising and successful 
husiness men of Marion must be numbered 
Charles W. Emery, a prominent contractor 
and builder residing at No. 1137 Ninth av- 
enue. He was born on the 14th of June, 
1851, in Maine, of which state his parents, 
Gilmore and Elizabeth) (Challies) Imery 
were life-long residents. His paternal grand- 
parents were Jeremiah and Rosilla I:mery, 
the former of whom was born in England 
and came to this country with his father 
about r7g0 and located in what 1s now 
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known as Iemervy’s All, North Shapley, 
Maine. This village was built by them and 
named after them. The tather also bore the 
name of Jerenuah. Our subject's ma- 
ternal Sumer 
Susan Challies. 


+ 


were ail 
The father was a inolder 
by trade, but followed the occupation ot 
the Union during the Civil war, enlisting im 
i863 in the Second Maine Cavalry. He 
participated in the siege and capture of 


erandparents 


Mobile, and remained tn active service until 
hostilities ceased, being honurably . dis- 
charged in September, 1865. Fortunately 
he was never wounded nor taken prisvner. 
Both he and his wife were members of the 
Freewill Baptist chureh, and were hiwhly 
respected by all who knew them, He was 
born mn 1829, and died in 1&4, while she 
was born i 1828, and departed this life in 
1SQo. 

Lute this worthy couple were bern 
twelve children, namely: Alvira, who died 
at the age of a year and a half: Eugene, who 
died at the age of thirty-nine: Charles W., 
our subject: una, who diet at the age of 
seven years; George, whe has been foreaian 
van iron foundry at Lewell, Massachusetts, 
for twenty-one veurs: Ida, wife of a Mr. 
Eastman, of Lynn, Massachusetts; Ells- 
worth, a resident of Greenlield, New Hamp- 
shire; Nellie and .\nna, residents of Bos- 
ton; Agnes, who is married: Satie, wife of 
Johu Marsh: and Frank, a conductor on the 
Bosten & Maine Railroad. Of those living 
all reside in the old Bay state with exception 
ot our subject. 

Charles \W. Emery received a common 
school education in Miaune, and at the ave of 
sixteen commenced learning the cxrpenter’s 
trade, which he had thoroughly mastered on 
attanmie his majority. He was in the em- 
ploy of the Boston & Albany railroad until 
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the fall of the great Clucago fire in October 
1871, when he lett the read with the inten- 
tion of going to that etty, but finally decided 
to locate in Boston and worked on many of 
the best buildings of that city. In 1873 he 
helped refit the Boyleston Street Bank, then 
one of the most pretentious buildings of Bos- 
ton, and also aided in reitting the old public 
library building. Tle- was there when the 
Gestion fire was raging, and well remembers 
what a wild night it was. On leaving. that 
city im the spring of 1875, Alr. Emery came 
to Marion, Iowa, and in the employ of the 
Se Paul Railroad Company assisted in build- 
ing the depots from Alarion to Council 
Bluffs on the C. M. & Sr. P. Railroad. On 
the completion of the latter he lett the em- 
ploy of that corporation. and for fifteen 
years has engaged m contracting and build- 
He has erected some ol the 
largest buildings in the place, including the 
Farmers & Merchants Bank, the electric 
light plant, and many dwellings. He does 
i darge business and has had as many as 


ing in Marton. 


twenty men in his employ at one time. 

Mr. Emery was married in 1877 to Miss 
Ida FE. Aldrich, a native of Hlinois, and a 
daughter of Nelson and Wannah «Aldrich, 
whose early home was near Worcester, Mas- 
sachuselts. They now reside in New Jet- 
sey, at the age of seventy and seventy-tw0 
years, respectively. children were 
Sarah L., who died at the age of six veals; 
Ida [., wife of our subject; Cora D., wilt 
of William Frazier, whose home adjoms 
that of Mr. Emery in Marion; Lillie, wlio 
died at the age of twelve years; Edith, wile 
of John Gilligan, of New Jersey; Ina, # 
home with her parents; and Eva, wife 
Elis Farows. Mrs. Emery’s paternal grand: 
parents were Acel and Phebe Aldrich. 

The children born to our subject and 


Their 
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his wife are Fannie; Ella, wife of I*red 
Whitehead, of Cedar Rapids; and Lizzie, a 
student in the Marion schools. Mrs. Emery 
and all the children are members of the Con- 
gregational church, and the family 1s widely 
and favorably known.  Fraternally, Mr. 
Emery is a Nnight Templar Mason. He 1s 
also a member of the Modern Woodmen ot 
America, and has been head consul in his 
camp for six years. He has also been a 
member of the Marion Fire Department for 
eighteen years. He belongs now to the “G. 
B. Owens Hose Co.” one of the crack drill 
In his political athiia- 
AS @ repre- 
sentative business man and highly esteemed 
citizen of Alarion he is certainly deserving 
of honorable mention in the history of his 
adopted county. 


teains of the state. 
tions he is w staneh Deimoerat. 





JAMES H. McLACGHLIN, 

James H. MeLaughlin, a prosperous 
farmer and highly este.med citizen of Frank- 
in township. whose farm is pleasantly lo- 
cated on seclion 17, was bern in that town- 
slip on the 231 of \ugust, 1843, and has 
there spent his entire life. His father, John 
MeLaughlin, was barn in Ireland November 
15, 1799. and on his emigration to America 
located first in the east, where he was mar- 
med, \ugust 26, 1826, to Miss A\rsa Kim- 
ball, who was horn in Vermont January 20, 
1803. Soon alter their marriage they re- 
moved to [ineis. and during the ’30s came 
lo Linn county, Towa, being among the pio- 
keer settlers of this locality. Locating in 
Franklin townslup, the father entered the 
land on whieh our suhject now resides, and 
mace lis home there until his death. He 


started overland for California, but became 
il kefore reaching there and died in Oregon 
in 1849, his remains being interred in that 
state. His wife died September 30, 1873, 
and was buried at Mt. Vernon. They had 
nine children, namely: George, who mar- 
ried Cassie Morford and resided in La Fay- 
ette, Iowa; he died in the service of his coun- 
try during the Civil war. Nancy is the 
wife of Wuilliam Hunt, of Redland, Cali- 
fornia. Lucy married Bert Sargent, of 
Franklin township, this county, and both 
are now deceased. Hiram, cleceased, first 
married Jane Carnahan, and after her death 
wedded Elizabeth Horn, and resided in Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. Sarah married Joseph 
Carnahan, who died in the service during 
the Civil war, and she is now the wife of 
John Denaway, of Jasper county, Iowa, 
john died at the age of eight vears. Elvira 
married Demott Rose, who died in Franklin 
township, this county, and later wedded a 
Mr, Schwatzel, of Kansas, where her death 
occurred, though her remains were brought 
back to Mt. Vernon for interment. Caroline 
is the wife of Scott Thomas, of Garnet, Kan- 
sas. James H., our subject, is the youngest 
of the family. 

Mr. McLaughlin of this review pursed 
his studies in the public schools until eight- 
een years of age, and since then devoted his 
entire time and attention to genera! farm- 
ing and stock raising. -\tter his marriage 
he purchased the interests of the other heirs 
in the old homestead, consisting of one hun- 
dred and eighty acres of Jand on section 17, 
Franklin township, and has since added to 
it, making a good farm of two hundred and 
twenty acres, which he has brought to a high 
state of cultivation. He has built a good 
house, two large barns and numerous cattle 
sheds, and now has a well-improved and at- 
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tractive farm. Ile makes a specialty of stock 
raising. and being an excellent judge of 
cattle, horses and hogs he keeps only the 
best grades of stock upon the farm. The 
Republican party finds in him a stanch sup- 
porter of its principles, but he has alwavs 
refused to hold public office, preferring to 
devote his undivided attention to hits busi- 
ness titerests. 

On the 4th of July, 1864. in Marien, 
Jowa, Mr. McLaughlin married Miss Mar- 
garet Ann Waln, and they have become the 
parents of ten children, namely: (1) 
George \Willlam, born July 17, 1865. fol- 
lows farmiug in Franklin township. He 
was married, .\ugust 27, 1884, to Isabel 
McIntosh, four 
Darlie, Ina, Clara and Anna, of whom tlre 
dast two are now deceased. (2) Francis H., 
born January 25, 1867, was married Au- 
gust 27, 1884, to Chet Litts and resides near 
Toddville, Towa. Thev have two children, 
Mabel and Edith. (3) Peter, born in 1869, 
cied at the age of two vears. (4) Polly, 
born in 1870, died at the age of eight months. 
(5) Thomas I7., born March 4, 1872, (6) 
Nettie M., born January 22, 1874. (7) Fred 
Harvey, born April 23, 1876. (8) Cora A., 
born Octoler 25. 1878, (g) Rosie ]., born 
Vebruary 25. 1880, and (10) Nellie E., born 
February 18, t884. are all at home. 

Mrs, McLaughlin was born in Linn coun- 
ty October 20, 1848, and is a daughter of 
William FT. and Fannie (Burge) Waln, the 
former a native of Ohio, the latter of Greene 
county, Pennsylvania. 


and they had children, 


Her great-grand fa- 
ther on the maternal side was a Mr. rare et, 
who was drafted aud served forty years ia 
the Swiss army hefore coming to America, 
and in this country took part in the war. 
He had two daughters, both of whom mar- 


ned Walus. Mrs. Meclaughlin’s parents 
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were martied in this county and made their 
home on what was known as the William 
Waln farm until the father’s death, he be. 
ing killed in a tornado in 1860. The fol- 
lowing four years she conducted the farm 
alone, and in 1864 she married Silas Bailey, 
and continued to hake their liome on the 
farm one year. when thev sold their prop- 
erty and moved to Creston, Iowa, where 
they lived till 1874, when the property there 
was sold and she returned to Linn county 
and remained one vear. At the end of that 
period she rejoined her husband and removed 
te Nebraska, where they purchased a farm. 
There she died December 13, 1892. Mrs. 
McLaughlin is the oldest in a family of eight 
children, the others being as follows: Sam- 
uel J., born April &, 1850, married Ida Pal- 
nore and lives west of Mt. Vernon; Martha 
Jane, born June ir, 1851, died in childhood; 
Eliza J., born December 5, 1852, is the wife 
of [cmanuel Welty, of \Winterset, Iowa; 
Willtam Henry. born June 4, 1854, married 
Cynth'a Hill and resides in Ravenen, Ar- 
kansas; Johiw E., born February 24, 1857; 
married Hattie Russell and makes his home 
north of Mt. Vernon; Lemuel J., born May 
26, 1858, is represented on another page ol 
this’volume; and Milton B., born February 
&, 1860, married Emma Maybower and lives 
ut Alt. Vernon. 


GCEORGE W. LAKE. 


George W. Lake, of Marion, has for 
several years been connected with the firm 
of T. M. Sinclair & Company, of am 
Rapids, as stock buyer, and in that capacity 
has become widely known throughout the 
county. .A native of Ohio, he was born 
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Manslield, Richland county, on the 23d of 
September, 1847, and 1s a son of Dr. elijah 
W. and Susanna (Crothers) Lake, the for- 
mer a native of Loudonville, Olio, the latter 
of Washington county, Pennsylvania. The 
father was a graduate of the Cincinnati 
Medical College. and on his removal! to Lowa 
City, Jowa, in 1851, took up the practice 
of his profession there and also served as 
land agent. Ten vears later he came to Ma- 
rion and was successfully engaged i prac- 
tice here wutil lis death in 1886. He was a 
charter member of the Odd Fellows Lodge 
at Manstield, Ohio, and also held menber- 
ship in the Preshyterian chureh. During 
his residence in Manstield, Olno, he was 
one of the leading Lusiness men of that 
place, conducting a store and running four 
Politically he was 
intluential member of the 
Democratic party. and served as clerk of the 
courts eight years, besides filling other of- 
fees of honor and trust. He was twice mar- 
riel, his first wife being Mary Cox, of 
Havesville, Ohio, who died leaving two elul- 
dren, both residents of Iowa City, Iowa, 
namely: Jane, widow of Daniel Gillis; and 
Mary A.. widow of Jasper H. Rice, who 
served as quartermaster in’ the Twentieth 
lowa Volunteer Iniantry. 


tan-vards at one time. 
an active and 


The mother of our subject was also mar- 
red twice, her first husband being William 
Dye. of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
who was a carpenter by trade, and died in 
Manstield, Ohio. 
children: 


To them were born two 
Enoch, the older, is now a farmer 
of Marion township, this county. The sec- 
oud son was General William McEntire Dye. 
late of the Korean army. At the age of 
Seventeen he entered West Point, and after 
lis sracuation Was appointed lieutenant in 
the I-uurth United States Infantry. During 
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the Civil war he served as colonel of the 
Twentieth lowa Volunteer Infantry, and for 
eight vears was captain of the Eighth United 
States Infantry stationed at Tort Davis, 
Texas. He was once wounded by a band of 
robbers, being shot in the foot. He served 
for five years in the Egyptian army, and was 
chief of police at Washington, Distriet of 
Columbia, for four years. He died in 
Muskegon, Michigan, in 1899, and his re- 
Mains were interred in Graceland cemetery, 
Chieago, Mlinois. 

The children born to Dr. Elijah W. and 
Susanna (Crothers) Lake were as follows: 
John E., a graduate of the Keokuk Medical 
College, was appointed by Governor Kirk- 
wood as surgeon of the Sixth Iowa Volun- 
teer Infantry during the Civil war. While 
“the service he caught cold and died of 
consumption in 1864. Constant 5. 1s a vet- 
eran of the Civil war and an attorney of 
Marion, Iowa. Elijah died young. Joseph 
S., who died in April, 1900, once served as 
county treasurer of Linn county, and was a 
merchant and postmaster of Marton. where 
his widow now resides. He was a member 
of the Twentieth Iowa Volunteer Intantry, 
and served three years. She bore the 
maiden name of Mary E. Ives. Susanna 1s 
the wife of M. L. Elliott, a merchant of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. George W., our 
subject, is next in order of birth. Rhoda 1s 
the wife of James W. Dumont, a carpenter 
of Marion, 

George W. Lake is indebted to the public 
schools of Iowa for his educational privi- 
leges, being only four years oll when brought 
by his parents to this state. On leaving 
home he went to Fort Fetterman, \Wyoming, 
where he clerked for Wilson, Cobh & Com- 
pany, suttlers and post traders, for about 
two years, and then returned to Marion, 





where he was similarly employed in the store 
of M. L. Elhott for about three years; Dupre 
ing the following twelve years he was in the 
employ of D. T. McAliee, who conducted a 
store, elevator and watehouse at this place, 
and was then with J. Smythe & Company, 
it! the grain and stock business for two vears, 
since which time he has been connected with 
I’. M. Sinclair & Company, packers of Cedat 
Rapids, having charge of their Stockyard in 
Marion and buying stock for the firm. 

In November, 1881, Myr. Lake was iniat- 
ried in Marion to Miss Barbara E. Dickes, 
of Dubuque, Iowa, a daughter of Jacob and 
Catherine (idermiller) Dickes, and to thent 
have been horn four children. namely: Jen- 
mie May, now a teacher: G. Walter: William 
MeIntire; and Glenn Foster. The iamnly 
have a pleasant home at the corner ot 
‘Twenty-flth street and Ninth avenue, where 
they delight to entertain their many Inends. 
Religiousiy Mr. Lake is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and socially he 
affiliates with the Masonic Lodge, No. 6 
oi Marion. .\ pleasant, genial gentleman he 
makes friends wherever he voes, and 1s held 


+ 


yp high regard by all who know him. 


CHRISTIAN MAGNUS. 


Among the prosperous business men 
and capable financiers of Cedar Rapids is 
numbered Christian Magnus, who has been 
a resident of this city since 1859. Ile was 
hearn on the 19th of Mareh, 1834, in Giessen. 
Hesse-Darmstailt. Germany, where he OTe 
io manhood ane received a thor ugh ediuca- 
Gen in the gher schools and colleges. Fl. 
Jather, Carl Magnus, was alse a alive of 
Giessen, Hesse-Darmstadt, and was a brew- 
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er, as was also his father and grandfather 
lor many years Carl AIagnus was actively 
engaged in the brewing business in Giessen, 
and was one of the proninent men of that 
city. 

During his youth Christian Magnus 
learned the brewing business with his f 
ther, and then traveled through Germany, 
working in different cities and thoroughly 
learning the business in all its branches. 
In connection with it he also worked tyo 
years at the cooper’s trade in Frankiort 
and thus qualified himself for his chosen oc- 
cupation. We traveled and worked in dif 
ferent cities of Germany for several years. 

In 1857 Mr. Magnus crossed the Atlan- 
tic, and took up his residence in Twit 
Springs, Winneshiek county, Towa, where 
he started a brewery for a Frenchman, re- 
maiming there one year. He subsequently 
spent a short time in Chicago and Mit 
waukee, and in 1859, came to Cedar Rapids, 
where he worked in the brewery of Jacob 
Wetzel as head brewer for two years. He 
next started a brewery in Kankakee, Illi- 
nots, where he remained two years, then 
returned to Cedar Rapids and farmed a part- 
nership with Mr. Wetzel in the brewing 
business, that connection continuing untl 
1868, when Mr. Magnus bought out his 
partner. He began business here in a small 
Way. but has enlarged his facilities from 
tine to time io meet the growing demands ot 
lis trade until the capacity of his brewery 
Is ow Wventy-live thousand barrels per yes: 
Te was at the head ef the business when tt 
was organized as a stock company with Mr. 
Magnus us a stockholder and director. He 
was one of the promoters and an original 
stockholder in the Cedar Rapids National 
Bank; a stockholder in the Cedar Rapids 
savings Bank, the Electric Light and Powe! 





CHRISTIAN MAGNUS. 
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Company, a stockhe!der and director of the 
Cedar Rapids Water Company, and also ex- 
tensively interested in real estate and build- 
ing, owning the Alagnus block on South 
Second street, and other valuable property. 
He. was president of the Iowa State Brew- 
ers’ Association for four vears, during which, 
time was fought the prolubition campaign, 
when the brewers made an active campaign 
to save their property. Politically, Mr. 
Maenus has been a Democrat, and sered two 
terms as alderman from the First ward, 
during which time the sewering was begun. 

Mr. Magnus was married in Cedar Rap- 
ids. In 1864. ta Miss Mary A. Wetzel, 
a daugtiter of facob Wetzel, one of the old 
settlers of the city. Air. Magnus has nade 
anumber ol trips to Europe, and has visited 
all ol its great cities, spending some time 
at the Paris I-xpasition in 1900, and re- 
turning home in February af the following 
year. Praternally, he is a prominent mem- 
her of the Odd Fellows lodge of Cedar 
Rapids, in which he has filled all the chairs 
and is now past grand. As a public-spirited 
and enterprising business man he has done 
much to promote the welfare of his adopted 
city and advance her interests along various 
lines. He has a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances here who will peruse this 
sketch with interest. 





ROBERT KIRKPATRICK. 


Linn county has quite a number of en- 
lerprising ancl thorough-going farmers who 
tre giving the greater share of their atten- 
tion to the raising of fine stock, and thus en- 
hancing matertally the value of such in this 
locality. To this class belongs Robert Kirk- 
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patrick, of section 18, Franklin township. 
A native of this county, he was born four 
miles south of Mt. Vernon, August 21, 
1867, and is a son of James Kirkpatrick, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this vol- 
ume. He acquired his early education in 
the district schools near his boyhood home, 
and later attended the business college at 
Cedar Rapids. After leaving school at the 
age of twenty-two years, he devoted his en- 
tire time to the work of the home farm. 
Mr. Kirkpatrick was married in Cedar 
county, lowa, March 14, 1895, to Miss Jen- 
nie Light, who was born December 5, 1872, 
In Lebanon county. Pennsylvania, in’ the 
Same house where her niother’s birth oe- 
curred. Her parents were Cornelius W. and 
Rosie A. (Meyer) Light, both natives of 
Pennsylvania, where they continued to make 
their home until coming to Linn county. 
Iowa, in 1882. Her father at first rented a 
farin five miles north of Lisbon for one 
year, and jor three years rented another 
place five miles northwest of Mt. Vernon. 
At the end of that time he purchased a farm 
of iwo hundred acres in Pioneer township, 
Cedar county, five miles southeast of Jis- 
hon, and there le has resided ever since, 
having one of the best farms in the locality. 
In his family were six children. namely: 
George W. married Estella Ballard and re- 
sides on a farm two miles south of Lisbon; 
Joseph. a twin brother of George. died in 
infanev; Katie AT. married Ernest Johnson 
anil they lived on the oll Johnson homestead 
in Franklin township: she died January 13. 
1890, at the home of her parents: Sally .\. 
died February 21. 1896; Jennie, wile of our 
subject, is next in order of birth: and Fri 
AI. assists in the management of the home 
farm. Alr. and Mrs. Kirkpatrick have three 
children: Pearl Al., born .\ugust &. 1896; 
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Eugene L.,. born April 9, 1898; and Clara 
Lucile, born July 8, 1900. Mrs. Wirkpat- 
rick taught school in Linn, Johnson and 
Cedar counties, and also one term in Frrank- 
lin county. 

After lus marriage Mr. Wirkpatrick 
hought what was known as the old Scott 
farm: of one hundred acres on section 18, 
Franklin township, and under his careful 
supervision it has become one of the most 
lughly cultivated and best improved tracts 
in the locality, while it has increased 1n value 
one-third since it came into his possession. 
He has made a careful study of both tarm- 
ing and stock raising, and has been em- 
nently success!ul in his cliosen vocation. He 
breeds a high grade of cattle and Poland 
China hogs, and also raises horses. and feeds 
all the grain that he raises to lng stock, hav- 
ing never sold but twenty-five bushels, as 
he beheves stock raising to be the most 
His at- 
tention being wholly occupied hy lis agri- 
cultural interests, he tinds no time to devote 
to public affairs, and has always refused to 
hecome a candidate for office. 


prohtable branch of his business. 


ln polities 
Both Mr. and Mfrs. 
Kirkpatrick attend the Presbyterian church, 
and receive and merit the respect and es- 
teem of all who know them. 


lie 18 a Republican. 


GEOKGS DALE’ 


\s a brick and stone mason George Dale 
has been identified with the building inter- 
ests of Cedar Rapids for over thirty-Ave 
years, and tor half a century he has been a 
resident of Iowa. Ilis hame is now at No. 
1323 Iurst avenue. Cedar Kapids. He was 
born on the 28th of December. 1835, in 
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Union county, Pennsylvama. of which state 
his parents, Philtp and Mary Ann (Wiley) 
Dale, About 1839 the 
family removed to Ohio, and were ainong 
the first settlers of Crawford county, where 
the father opened up a farm, making his 
home there for about eight vears, In 1846 
he went to osciusko cuunty, Indiana, where 
he died the following winter. Hts wife sur- 
vived lim many vears and reared their fam- 


were also natives. 


ily, and later married again. Her death also 
occurred in Kosciusko county, Indiana. 

Phe subject of this sketch accompanied 
tis parents on their removal to Ohio and 
later to Indiana, and until seventeen years 
of age made lis home in Noserusko county. 
He had but meager school privileges, and 
is therefore mostly self-educated since ar- 
riving at mature years. Jn 1852 he and Ins 
hrother started overland for California, but 
on arriving in Cedar county, Iowa, found 
their funds exhausted and resolved to locate 
permanently in this state. During the winter 
of 1852-3 George Dale engaged in chopping 
cord wood, and the following spring’ con 
menced driving a stage from Muscatine to 
Tipton and fowa City, which pursuit claimed 
his attention for one year. He next spew 
one vear and a half as an apprentice to the 
brick and stone mason’s trade with iis 
brother at Tipton, and later in partnership 
they engaged in contracting and building 
different sections of the state for sever 
years. 

In Cedar county. Iowa, November 12 
1857, Mr. Dale was united im marriage 
with Miss Ruth Doty, daughter of James M, 
and Susan B. (Anderson) Doty, her father 
heing one of the early settlers of Lu 
county, locating here in 1539. Mr. Doty 
laid out the town of Westport, s!% miles 
down the river from Cedar Rapids, where 
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he built a warelrouse, and with fatboats 
shipped produce down the river. After his 
death the town site was abandoned. He was 


also the owner of one hundred and sixty 
acres in what is now Brown's addition in 
the west side of Cedar Rapids. He was 
born and reared near Middletown, Ohio,but 
died in Linn county, lowa, January 17, 
1846. After lus death his wife and family 
returned to Ohio, where Mrs. Dale was 
principally reared, but later they returned 
to Linn county. lowa. Mr. and Mrs. Dale 
fave hye eluldren living: Curtis David, 
who has heen a contractor and brick mason 
of Denver, 
Lizzie, at home: 


Colorado, tor the past ten vears ; 
an arelutect 
now with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and 
Northern Railroad as a draftsman in the en- 
gineers department; John, who now has 
charge of the plant of the electric ight and 


Mdmund G,, 


power company of Oklahoma City; and 
Robert Burdette, a student in the high 
school of Cedar Rapids. One daughter, 


Nima, died at the age of four years. 

After his marriage Mr. Dale located on 
the west side of Cedar river in Cedar county, 
where he resided for a short time, and in 
the spring of 1865 removed to Beone. where 
he carried on business for one summer, but 
in the fall of that year came to Cedar Rap- 
ils, where he worked at his trade for two 
or three years. Subsequently he was in the 
employ of ‘T. M. Sinclair & Company, meat 
packers, having charge of their mason work 
for nine years, during which time most of 
the plant was erected, and since that time 
has engaged in contracting and building 
Mm this’ cif. Th addition to contracting he 
has held and mmproved a large amount of 
Property by buying lots, erecting houses 
thereon, and then selling the same. In this 


We U 
ay he has built t about Rfteen residences in 
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the city, and has added materially to the 
prosperity of the city, as well as to its beauty. 
Although he began life for himself without 
capital he has by his own industry, persist- 
ency and good management accumulated a 
valuable property, and is now one of the 
prosperous and substantial citizens of Cedar 
Rapids. In his political affiliations he is 
a stanch Republican, and for two years he 
efhciently served as the second alderman 
from the fourth ward, but has never cared 
tor official honors, preferring to give lis 
undivided attention to his business interests. 
He and his wife attend the Baptist church, 
and enjoy the respect and esteem of all who 


know them. 
es 


THOMAS S. KEPLER, M. D. 
Dr. ‘Thomas S. Kepler, who is one of 
the successful physicians and a prominent 
resident of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, was bern in 
Frederick county, Maryland, November 14, 
1838, and in 1843 was brought to this city 
hy his parents, Conrad and Margaret (Len- 
verfelter) Kepler, also natives of Frederick 
county, Maryland, where the fannly’ was 
founded by the Doctor’s paternal grand- 
father on coming from Germany ta the 
United States at an early day. In his native 
state the father followed farming, and afrer 
coming to Iowa he continued to follow that 
pursuit for many years, but is now living 
farm in Franklin township. Linn 
He was horn 


retired ona 
county, west of Mt. Vernon. 
in 1811, and has now reached the advanced 
age of ninety years. During his long resi- 
dence here he has taken quite an active and 
influential part in public affairs, and has 


held many township offices. In early Itfe 
he was a Lutheran in religious belief, Tut 
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now holds inembership in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, to which his wife also 
belonged. She died at their home in Frank- 
jin townslup at the age of sixty-nine vears. 
Unto this worthy couple were born eight 
chidren, six sons and. two daughters, 
namely: John William, who was formerly 
a prong of Franklin township, 
engaged in the wood business in Mt. Ver- 
non; Peter H., who iollowed farming 1 


but is now 


Franklin township until his death, but his 
widow and children now reside at Mt. Ver- 
non; Thomas S., our subject; Charles W., 


an attorney of Mt. Vernon; Edward M., 
who was a soldier of the Civil war and is 
now a farmer in Kansas; Columbus How- 
ard, who 1s engaged in farming a mile west 
of Mi. Vernon; Rebecca. wife of George 
Rilev, a farmer of Franklin townuslip: and 
Elizabeth, wite of O. B. Cole 
Cedar county, Lowa. 

Dr. Kepler obtained his primary educa- 
tion in the common schools of Linn ¢ xunty, 
amd was atterward a student at Cornel! Col- 
lege, Aft. Vernon. 
ing that institution he took up the study of 
medicme, and attended lectures at the med- 
ical college in Keokuk in 1862 and 1863. 
He was then engaged in the practice of his 
profession at Mt. Vernon until 1866. when 
he formed a partnership with Dr. J. S. Love, 
and was in practice at Springville. Linn 
ior two years, and at Dyersville, 
Dubuque county, the same length of time. 
At the end of that periad he returned to 
Juinn county and located between Spring- 
ville and Viola, where, in connection with 
Ins profession, he also carried on farming 
for three years. Tle then returned to Mt. 
Vernon, where he has successfully engaged 
11 general practice ever since. 

In 1862 :Dr. Kepler was married at Mt. 


_&@ farmer otf 


Thimechately after leay- 


COLULLY, 
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Vernon to Miss Anna Grove, a native of 


Ohio and a daughter of John and Mary 


(Waln) Grove, who came to Linn county, 


Jowa, at an early day and settled in Ber- 


tram township, where the father engaged in 
occurréd ’ 


farming until his death, which 
about forty years ago. The mother long 
survived lum, dying about three years agi 
at the age of etghty-nine. Mrs. Kepler was 


born of a family of four children, all of. 


whom are still living. Samuel is a retired 
farmer of Mt. Vernon. George is also a 
resident of Mt. Vernon, but still retains lis 
farm in Franklin township. Alice is.the 
widow of Dr. Perkins, who studied under 
the direction of our subject and was grad- 
uated from Rush Medica! College, Chicago, 
He engaged in the practice of his profession 
at Fairfax, Linn county, for sixteen years 
prior to his death. 
in elle Plaine, Iowa. 


Unto the doctor and his wife were born: 
daughters, namely:, 


four sons and = four 
(1) Dallas Lincoln was for nine years car 
nected with the Union Pacific Railroad as 
Station agent at Cheyenne, Wyoming. . He 


then for several years conducted a cattle 


ranch in Colorado, and in the spring of 190! 


he returned to Cheyenne and again entered 
the employ of the railroad. 
Kathryn Mebarland and has one daughter, 
Anna. (2) Nettie A. was graduated from 


Cornell College in 1891, and the same year 


went fo Kingman, Wansas, where he con 
menced teaching, but shortly afterward ’she 
accepted a position as teacher 1 thie sclwols 
of East Waterloo, Iowa, where she has Lett 
ever since, with the exception of ‘one yeat 
spent at the Chicago University. (3 ) Edna 
Alice pursued an-art eourse at Cor nell | Cob 


lege, from wliuelr she, tua, was graduated 


She taught with her sister at Kingmeal, 


llis widow now resides. - 


He married: 
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Kansas, and is now coimected with the Wa- 
terloo schools. (4) Otis -L.., who is engaged 
in the real estate business in Mt. Vernon, 
under the firm name of Kepler & Travis,mar- 
ried Jennette Travis, a sister of Tis partner 
atid a daughter of Daniel Travis, deceased, 
who was one of the early settlers of this 
county, and a retired farmer of Mt. Vernon 
at the time of fis death. By this uncon were 
born two children, Annita and ‘Thomas. 
(5) Mary: A. tanght in the district schools 
for a time, but is now engaged in the nul- 


lmery business at Alt. Vernon, being asso- 
ciated with Miss Randall, a daughter of R, 
K. Randall, whose sketch appears elsewhere 


‘uy this work. (6) George N. has been a 
farmer of Cedar county, but is now residing 
m Alt. Veron. He married Carrie Aller 
and has one son, Forrest. (7) Watson at- 
tended Cornell College and is now clerking 
It a dry-goods store at Mt. Vernon. (8) 
Grace has attended Cornell College and iS 
now studying music at AIt. Vernon. 

Tor forty-nine years I3r. Kepler has 
been a faithful and active member of the 
Methodist chureli: has been leader of class 
No. 1 for fourteen years; and steward of 
the chureh for aliout the same length af 
ume. lraternally he is now a non-atiitiated 
Mason. Tle receives and merits the respect 
and estecin of all-who know him and his 
acnuime worth and many manly virtues are 
Widely reeugiized. | 


T. G. WHITE. 


| Among the prominent representatives of 
the business interests of the city of Marion, 
eS one who is doing much to promote its 
eading enterprises is the subject of this 


sketch, ithe proprietor of. the. Steam Roller 
Malis, where are manufactured the various 
cereal specialties of Mr. White. He is a 
native of the Ilawkeye state. born in Mus- 
catine county, March 21, 1861, and 1s a son 
of Wilham G. and Sarah (flopkinson): 
White, the former a native of Boston, Alassa- 
chusetts, and the latter of Ohio. In his tia- 
tive city William G. Winte engaged in the 
inercantile business, and there remained un- 
ti! 1885, when he came west and located in 
Muscatine, Iowa, where he was later mar- 
ried, and where the parents of his wife had 
located two years previously. On settling 
in Muscatine he engaged with G. A. Gar- 
retson, a wholesale grocer, and for some 
years was a traveling salesman. In 1862 
he enlisted in Company A, Thirty-fifth Lowa. 
Volunteer Infantry, and with lis regiment 
went south. Unfortunately he was cap- 
tured hy the enemy, and for a time was held 
a prisoner at Vicksburg, being later. trans- 
ferred to Libby prison, Richmond, Virginia, 
where he was confined for some time. His 
imprisonment ruined his health, and his 
death occurred at the military hospital, An- 
napolis, Maryland. 

The subject-of this sketch was the only 
child born to William G. and Sarah White. 
His boyhood and vouth were spent in his 
native county, and his education was ob- 
tained in the common schools and at Wilton 
Junction, where he was graduated in the 
class of 1879. At the age of nineteen years 
he went to Butte City, Montana, where for 
about a vear he worked at the carpenter's. 
trade, aud for two years was employed in a 
flouring mill. In 1883 he located in Marion, 
Iowa, where he has since made-his home, 
and where he has met with sticcess in a 
business way. On his arrival in Marion he 
rented a building and started the Steam 
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Grist Afill, and two years later purchased his 
present property. In due time he made an 
extensive addition to the plant, and changed 
the method of grinding to the roller process. 
Other unprovements were made from time to 
time, until to-day it is one of the best 
equipped nulls in this section of the state. 
For some vears he has been engaged in the 
manufacture of various cereal specialties, 
among which are what is known to the trade 
and the general public as T. G. White's 
Wheat Flakes. an article of breaktast food 

ade from wheat carefully selected for its 
nutritive qualities, and which contain the 
fourteen necessary elements for health. This 
food is especially recommended by all repu- 
table physicians, and it is favorite with all 
who have used the same. It can be pre- 
pared for table use in more ways than anv 
other preparation on the market. Many 
who have discarded the use of oatmeal as 
manufactured by certain mills. and who he- 
came prejudiced against all cereal products, 
after a trial of the rolled wheat (lakes manu- 
factured by Mr. White, became the most en- 
thusiastic advocates of this ideal food, which 
is at the same time wholesome. nutritious, 
easy of preparation and very palatable. His 
trade extends as far west as Denver, Colo- 
rado. and east to Chicago. 

In 1894 Alr. White took part in the or- 
ganization of what is known as the W. W. 
Gray Creamery Company, of Marion, and 
hecame the owner of one-half the stock. 
With this company he retained his con- 
nection for four years, when he sold out that 
he might devote his entire time to his cereal 
products, the demand for which had been 
constantly increasing. 

At Muscatine, Iowa, in 1883, Mr. White 
was united in marriage with Miss Clara 
Tenney, and by this union four children have 


been born, namely: Helen, Muriel, Dorothy 
and Walter T., all of whom are at home 
The tamily occupy a pleasant residence at 
No. 1555 Seventh avenue. 

Fraternally Mr. White is a member of 
Camp No. 129, AJ. W. A., with which he 
has been connected for fourteen years. It 
Is not as a member of a fraternal order that 
he is best known. however, but as an up+to- 
date business man. one who has been sue- 
cessful in his undertakings, and who gives to 

He has al- 
ways made the most of his opportunities in 
lite. and by straightforward. honorable deal- 
ing has secured the public confidence and the 
patronage. He is popular in the 
comimunity with which he has been identified 


lus business his best thoughts. 


pubhe 


for the past seventeen years, and has many 
friends throughout the entire county, 


GEORGE G. KLEINKNECHT. 


Many of Linn county’s best and most 
highly esteemed citizens have come from 
across the sea, to which class belongs the 
subject of this article, who is now a resident 
of Mt. Vernon. He was bern in Wurtent- 
burg, Germany, on the 12th of March, 1839, 
and was only six years of age when brought. 
to America by his parents, George G. aud 
Barbara (Summer) Kleinknecht, also 1 
tives of Germany, where the father engage 
in business as a farmer and stock dealer. 
On coming to this country he first settled at 
Little York, York county, Pennsy!vatl, 
where he also engaged in agricultural pur 
suits tor four vears. In 1849 he removed 
with his fanily to Muscatine, Iowa, and 
purchased a farm in Muscatine county 
though he never resided thereon, but occ 
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pied another farm in the Same county for 
three years. -\t the end of that time he lo- 
cated in lowa City, where he bought prop- 
erty, and engaged in general work, teaming, 
etc., at that place for the same length of 
time. He next purchased over two hundred 
acres of land near Solon, Johnson county, 
Towa, but shortly after locating there he 
died in 1853, at the age of forty-six years. 
He was a hard working man and accumu- 
lated considerable property, and also won the 
respect and contidence of his fellow citizens. 
Keligiously he was a member of the German 
Prior to coming to 
America he served six vears in the German 
army as a member of the King’s body guard. 
After her Inisband’s death the mother re- 
sided with our subject most ef the time, but 
died while visiting her daughter mm Craw- 
ford couuty, Kansas, at the age of seventy- 
six years. In their family were seven chil- 
dren, namely: Christian enlisted during the 
Civil war in Company F, Twenty-fourth 
lowa Volunteer Infantry, and was killed in 
the battle of Champion Hills: Dora is the 
wife of Andrew Graver, a farmer of Kan- 
sas; George G. is next in order of birth ; 
Mary is the wife of Samuel Wagner, of 
Greenfield, \dams county, Iowa; Hettie, de- 
cease, was the wife of Frank Graver, who 
Was also a soldier of the Civil war and is 
now a horse dealer of Lisbon, Iowa; Charles 
is engaged in farming just outside the city 
limits of Cedar Rapids: and Barbara is the 


Wife ot George Mason, a carpenter of Green- 
held, Towa. 


Lutheran church. 


| Mr. Kleinknecht of this review received 
his early education in the district schools of 
Muscatine county, and during his bovhood 
and youth he aided his father in the work 
of the farm. After the latter’s death he con- 


t} i 2 
inued on the home farm: with lis mother for 
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a- number of years, becoming the mainstay 
of the family. In r860 he came to Linn 
county and purchased a farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven acres on Section 29,. 
Franklin township, which at that time was 
only partially improved. There he made 
Ins home until 1882, and was successfully 
engaged in general farming and stock rais- 
On disposing of that place he bought 
another farm on section 29, Linn townslup, 
and to its cultivation and improvement he 
devoted his energies for rine years, at the 
end of which time he removed to Mt. Ver- 
non and purchased his present home on Jef- 
ferson street. He has not'actively engaged 
in any certain Occupation since then, though 
he followed the butcher business for a time, 
and now does some carpenter work. He 
was marshal of the village for five years, 
and while living in the country filled the 
ofhce of school director for some time in a 
most creditable and satisfactory 
Socially he is an honored member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Masonic fraternity, and religiously both he 
and his estimable wife are members of the 
}'vangelical church. 

On the 4th of July, 1860, in Johnson 
county, Iowa, was celebrated the marriage 
of Mr. Kleinknecht and Miss Laura A. 
Wolfe, a native of Linn county, and a daugh- 
ter of John and Annie (Dilldine) Wolfe, 
hoth of whom were born in Ohio. The 
father came to Iowa in 1840 and settled in 
Franklin township, Linn county, where ha 
engaged in farming gnd also ran a ferry 
boat on the Cedar river at Ivanhoe for many 
vears. He held numerous public offices in 
his township and was postinaster of Ivanhoe 
for 2 number of years. Ile was an indus- 
trious, energetic and progressive man, who 
was upright and honorable in all his deals, 


ing, 


Manner. 
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and cornmanided the respect of all with whom 
he came in contact. ]Iis death occurred on 
his jarm in Franklin township in 1848, when 
he was forty-one vears of age. Ilis wife 
survived him a number of years and died at 
the age of sixty-two. They had eleven elil- 
dren, hut Alrs. Nleinknecht and two others 
are the only ones now living, these being 
Melissa, wife of .\lexander Gregory, a farm- 
er of Schuyler county, Missouri; and Squire 
Wialltam, a farmer of Franklin township, 
Linn county. Those deceased were Khoda 
M., wite of Dr. John Drinev; Sarah Rachel, 
wite of Wash THarvev: Daniel D., a farmer 
of Linn county, who lied at the age of sixty- 
two years; and five who died when quite 
young. The mother of these children was 
twice married, her second husband being a 
Mir. Rollt, by whom she had two daughters, 
Isa Ginda and Ahce Viola, 

Ten children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Nleinknecht as follows: (1) William 
G., born in Johnson county, Iowa, April 21, 
1862, owns and operates a farm of eighty 
acres on section 29, Linn townslup, this 
county. He married Jucy Stoddard and 
they have two children, Mabel and Merrill. 
(2) Dantel J)., was born December 20, 1863, 
17 [.inn county, where the birth of the others 
also occurred, and he is now engaged in 
farming in Lertram township, this county. 
Te married Alice White and they have four 
children: Bessie, Fay, fennie and Pearl. 
(3) Edith M., born May 4, 1865, died June 
10, 1867. (4) Wallace Lee, born Novem- 
ber 16, 1866, fallows farming on the old 
home place on section 29, Linn township. 
Tle married Carrie Cordes and has three 
children, Aume, Marvin and Kenneth. (5) 
Andrew T., horn December 14, 1868, was 
drowned in Cedar river July 7, 1876. (6) 
Isa, born October 25, 1870, is the wife of 
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Frank Wepler, a sow of Leter M. Kepler, 
now ceeeased, and a farmer of Franklin 
They have two children, Glenn 
and Murl. (7) Dessie A., born September 
2, 1872, is the wife of Elmer Travis, a livery- 
wan of A[t. Vernon, who was born in this 
county, and is a son of Daniel Travis, now 
deceasedl, who was a farmer of Franklin 
township. Thev have one child, Earl. (8) 
Charles .\., born May 4, 1874, is engaged in 
the grocery business in Mt. Vernon. He 
married Tillie Daubenmier, and they have 
two cluldren, Ruby and Tarold. (9) Emma 
L., born September 20, 1877, died April 15, 
(10) Carrie A., born October 29, 
attended Cornell College and 1s now 
pursuing her musical studies in Chicago. 


township. 
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JACOB A. HART. 


On the 26th of May, 1900, there passed 
away at his home in Cedar Rapids this well- 
known and honored citizen, whose death oc- 
casioned the deepest regret throughout the 
community. For many years he labored 
with all the strength of a great nature and 
all the earnestness of a true leart for the 
bettering of the world about him; and when 
he was called to the rest and reward of the 
higher world his best monument was found 
in the love and respect of the community 1 
Which he lived for so many years. 

Mr. Hart was horn in Frederick, Maty- 
land, November 18, 1831, a son of Jacod 
and Mary (Herring) art. He wasa good 
scholar and received his education 1 the 
best schools of the east, always making 
cood use of his opportunities. He bega" 
his business career as a clerk in his fathers 
grocery store, and later embarked in the [& 
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bacco business on his @wn account. Subse- 
quently he was i the employ of the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad Company as con- 
ductor tor trom Baluimore toward 
the west. 

In April, . Jacob Hart, father of 
our subject, oa ‘Serstival accompanied by 
his family, consisting of his wile. two sons 
and three daughters, and caine to Linn coun- 
ty, lowa. They purchased a farm south of 
Cedar Rapids, but after residing there for 
a short time sold the place and removed ta 
Cedar Rapids. where they bought property. 
The dieil October 25, 1857. Of 
children twe now living, 
these being Mrs. Frederick Kehne, who lives 
in Rapids township, this county; and Mrs. 
Sarah Morris, who lives at the Otter Creek 
settlement. The son, Casper J., who was in 
business with our subject for many years, 
served three vears in the Twentieth Iowa 
Regiment during the Civil war, and died 
m Cedar Rapids 1892. 

After a summer spent in this county 
Jacob A. Hart returned to I'rederick, Mary- 
land, where he was married, October 1S, 
1855, fo Aliss Eleanor Louise Haller, who 
Was born in that city in 1835. and was pro- 
Her fa- 
ther. Daniel Haller. who was connected with 
the Farmers & Mechanics National Bank of 
Frederick, died in that city [uly to, 1876, 
and the mother died in Baltimere in 188s. 
In their family were six children, namely: 
Margaret, a resident of Frederick, Siary- 
land: Eleanor L., now Mrs. Wart; William 
Ney OE Satanic, Sharer: cna (3., of 
Clinton, lowa; Frances V., of Baltimore; 
andl Daniel G.. also of Clinton, Iowa. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Mart were born three daugh- 
ters. namely: (1) Mary M., who now re- 


sides with her mether, is the widow of Will- 
i 


z fine, 


father 


their cuily are 


3 


) January, 


vided with goad school privileges. 
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iam E. Watts, of Chicago, and has two 
children, Eleanor M. and Jay Hart. (2) 
Eleanor L. married William Huttig, of Kan- 
sis City, where she was accidentally killed 
i 1889, leaving two children, Ewart Hart 
and Trederick Jacob, who are still residents 
of that place. (3) Frances Virginia mar- 
ried W. L. Myers and died March 20, 1892, 
leaving two children, Hart H. and Willard 
Lee. The latter makes his home with his 
grandmother. Besides her daughter and 
three grandchildren, Mrs. Hart's household 
now iueludes Oliver C. and Jacob A., the 
two sons of Casper Hart. 

After their Hart brought 
lis bride to the home he had prepared for 
her in Cedar Rapids. They left Frederick 
on Monday evening and arrived here the 
following Sunday morning. At that time 
Cedar Rapids was a mere village and their 
house stood practically alone, but it is now 
nr a densely populated district. On first In- 
cating here Mr. Hart found employment in 
the Ely & Angle Mulls, and later 
the Washburn Lantiihey Company, of Min- 
neapolis, in their vard at this place. Subse- 
quently he was agent for the Lambs of 
Clinton, lowa, having charge of the lumber 
yard in Cedar Rapids. which he and his 
brother Casper J. purchased after a few 
vears, and which they conducted under the 
hrm name of Hart Brothers for many years, 
the business heing closed out soon after the 
death of the junior partner, Casper J. Our 
subject was a good bookkeeper and excel- 
lent manager, und by giving close attention 


marriage My. 


was with 


te his business affairs 
a few years the business of the firm had as- 
sumed extensive proportions, and they in- 
vested largely in real estate. Jn parmership 
the hrothers owned a farm in Kenwood. 
which a year previous to our subject’s death 


was very successful. Jn 
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was subdivided, and is now under the con- 
trol of the Hart Land Company, composed 
of Mrs. Eleanor L. Hart and Oliver and 
Jacob .\., the two sons of Casper J. Hart. 
In connection with lis lumber business our 
subject was also interested in the coal busi- 
ness, and in that as in lis other undertak- 
ings he was eminently successful, owing to 
his industrious habits and indomitable per- 
severance. His fellow citizens placed im him 
the utmost confidence as to his business aluil- 
ity and strict integrity, and he was often 
called upon to settle up estates and look after 
the property of other people. He was also 
a stockholder and director in the Ogden 
Plow Company and the woolen mills. 

In politics Mr. Hart was first a Whig 
and later a Democrat, but was not strictly 
partisan and at local elections voted for the 
men whom he believed best qualified for of- 
fice regardless of party lines. For one term 
he was a prominent and influential member 
of the city council, and was a Itheral sup- 
porter of all enterprises which he believed 
would beneht the city. During the days of 
the volunteer fire department he was an en- 
thusiastic member of the Independent Hose 
Company, in fact, he was one of the orig- 
inators Of the company, and was a member 
of it until the fire department was merged 
iO a paid svstem. 

It was probably through his church re- 
lations that Mr. Hart’s influence was most 
Although his business was 
large and varied it was never pernitted to 
come between him and his church. We was 
a ian Of great energy and strong determina- 
110 in all things, as was shown by his re- 
hgious work. It was through the influence 
af himself and estimable wite that the first 
english Lutheran church of Cedar Rapids 


widely felt. 
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was Organized, and the first meeting was 
held im their house. He also paid for the 
first hall in which services were held, and 
the first minster of the denomination in the 
cily was interested through his efforts. At 
length it wags decided to build a church, and 
Mr, Hart was a member of the building 
eommuttee. On Sunday the resolution was 
passed; the following day ground was leased 
on the corner of Third avenue and Third 
street; and on ‘Tuesday the masons began 
to work on the foundation for the strue- 
ture. Mr. Hart always took a just pride in 
hts church, and always attended all of his 
meetings. He amd lis wife were among the 
charter members of the church, and he was 
always olheially connected with the same, 
serving as treasurer and elder at the time 
of his death, while both took an active part 
in Sunday-school work. The beautiful organ 
which furnishes the lirst [utheran church 
with sweet music witnesses his liberality. 
Tt was given in memory of his beloved 
daughters, who had passed on before. lr. 
Hart was also a liberal supporter of all chart 
tahle enterprises; was an active worker in the 
Young Men’s Christian Association; and a 
member of its board of managers. In all 
church work he was ably seconded by ins 
wife, and it was through her influence, with 
a few others, that the \Woman’s Home and 
Ioreign Alissionary Society was organized 
at Cedar Rapids, it being the first enduring 
sucietyof the kind in the United States synod 
ef the English Lutheran church. At lus 
death the following resolutions were passed: 
WHEREAS, in the Providence of Got our 
brother and fellow Iaborer in the councils “5 
this church has been removed from ls 
scenes of life on earth to those in glory 
\We, his co-laborers in the council of the 
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First Lutheran chureh of Cedar Rapids. 
lowa, will wiss his wise and good counsel 
and intense interest in the welfare ol the 
chureh. 

We further desire to place on record our 
very high appreciation of his life in the 
Lord’s house, and shall pledge ourselves 
anew to labor more faithfully for the Lord’s 
cause because of the noble example our 
Brother J. A. Hart has leit us; and while we 
humbly pass under the rod we pray for a 
new baptism of the Jloly Spirit upon our 
every eudeavor in Elis name. 

We desire also to express our hearty 
sympathy to his jamily in their sore per- 
sonal bereavement and pray the blessing of 
Alnnghty God upon them all, 

In. His name, 
C. W. AMAGGART, 
Pastor and President. 
Hy. J. Rap, 
Secretary. 

By order of the council First Lutheran 
church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, June 6, 1900. 

Witereas, in the Providence of God, our 
school has been bereft of one of its charter 
niembers, Brother J. A. Hart, who has been 
lathiul and true to the last, be it 

Resolved, that we place or record our 
very high appreciation of his wortly and 
helpfulness during all the years of the 
school’s existence. We make and record this 
Work of love and memory and bow humbly 
and submissively to the will of our Teavenly 
Father, Knowing that while we sustain a 
seat loss, our deceased brother has made 
a Sreat gain. 

We desire also to eXpress Our sincerest 
sympathy to all his family in their sore per- 
sonal grief, 


(Action il] 


. sunday-school, June 3, 
i900. ) 





PETER A. PETERSON. 


There is probably no one in Linn county 
who has a more varied or interesting career 
than Teter A. Peterson, of Cedar Rapids, 
who has been a resident of this city since 
1884. He was born in Flensburg, the north 
of Germany, October 5, 1847, a son of Iver 
and Annie (Christisen) Peterson. His fa- 
ther, who was a seainan, was born September 
4, 1800, and died at sea, September 30, 1858, 
by falling overboard and being drowned. 
The mother was born in 1806, and died in 
Germany, July 22,1879. They were the par- 
ents of thirteen children, of whom five died 
in infancy. The others were Christian, who 
followed the sea for a number of vears, but 
iy now a custom house official in Germany, 
agedl seventy-three years; Henry, who was 
illed by lightning on board a vessel, while 
making a yoyage from Bohea to Gibralter; 
Jurgen, who is a pilot chief in Flensburg, 
Germany, and has been in the service twenty- 
two years; Martin, who was formerly a sea- 
faring man but 1s now living in Cedar Rap- 
ids, Iowa; Annie, a resident of Hamburg, 
Germany; Pauline, deceased; and Peter A., 
the subject of this sketch. 

During his boyhood Mr. Peterson of this 
review attended the public schools of Ger- 
many. At the age ot fourteen he went to 
sea as a cabir boy on a vessel engaged in 
the German coasting trade. On the 23d of 
August, 1863, he left home and shipped 
on board a vessel sailing for China, being a 
member of its crew for twenty-one mouths. 
leaving that vessel at Hong Kong, he was 
veXt On a Portuguese boat plying between 
that city and Manilla and for three vears 
was on the coast of China during which 
time he made a trip to Australia, three of his 
brothers being in the merchant service on the 
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Chinese coast at that time. As a sailor he 
next weut froni Hong Kenge to San Fran- 
cisco ona Russian ship, and remained there 
in the employ of coasting vessels and on 
Others plying between San Francisco and 


Honolulu until the fall of 1866. when he 


went to Liverpool, England, the vovage tak- 
ing one hundred and fifty-two days. [from 
there he came to New York. where he leit 
the ocean service, going upon the Great 
Lakes in 1867. The following year he went 
to St. Louis to see the country, but soon re- 
suined his career as a salt water seaman, 
inaking a trip around the Horn to Zanzabar 
and return. 

In 1869 Mr. Vetersou returned to the 
Jakes, but the following vear went to New 
Orleans, where he was fireman on a sugar 
plantation until the spring of 18712, when he 
went back to the lakes. In September of 
that vear he sailed trom New York to Cape 
Town. Afriea. where he arrived on the ist 
of February, 1872. On the 1oth of that 
month le i company with four others left 
the slup antl made a trig on feat to the 
Nimberly diamon fields, whieh they reached 
on the 7th of Mareh. tle worked in the 
helds with varied success until 1874, and 
spent about a year in exploring into the in- 
teriur. On his return to Port Elizabeth he 
shipped as second officer on the ship Eudora, 
of London for New York, where he left the 
vessel and came west. He was in the lake 
Service until 1884, and spent the tollowing 
three vears in Chicago. a part of the time 
heing employed on the night force of the 
Pinkerton Detective Agency. 

Alr. Peterson was inarried in Chicago, 
m1 INST, to Miss Antonie Vanis, who was 
born in Bohemia, May ar, r&s8. and in 
ISS4 they removed to Cedar Rapids. where 
he tollowed varigus eeccupatinns until he ae- 
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cepted lis present position as janitor of the 
Jackson school building in 1888. In the 
summer of 1900 he and his wife went to 
Germany. Where they visited his old friends 
and relatives, and also spent some time in 
Denmark and Bohemiz. returning home in 
August of that year, Financially Mr, Peter- 
son has met with success, and at times has 
purchased property and erected thereon 
llouses, wluch he later disposed ef. He is 
inclined to take the world as it comes and 
has always made the most of his opportuni- 
ties. He can speak all of the Scandinavian 
languages. as well as Dutch, German and 
English; is a great reader, and keeps well 
posted on the questions and issues of the 
day. Politically he is a prominent Demo-. 
crat, but has never been an office seeker, and 
traternally is a member of the subordinate 
hautge, encampitent, Canton ane Rebekah 
branches of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and takes an active part in their 
mectings. Te is also connected with the 
Independent Order of Foresters, an insur- 
ance societv. JIe gives very liberally tor 
charitable purposes, and is always willing to 
advance the interests of the people of Cedar 
Rapids. 


ALBERT J. PITLIK. 


Proninent amone the energetic and pro- 
eressive farmers of Franklin rowaship is thts 
centleman residing on section 1g. His early 
home was on the other side of the Atlantic, 
for he was born in Austria, September 12 
1836, and attended school there until _ 
vears of age. In 1866, in emnpany with Is 
parents. \Jbert and Barbara ( Snepeberger) 
Pitlik, he took passage on a sailing vessel 





Hamburg, and after a voyage of nine weeks 
and three days landed in Baltimore, Marv- 
land. They proceeded at once to Linn coun- 
ty, lowa, and the father purchased a farm in 
Franklin township, where he is now living a 
retired life. enjoving the fruits ef former toil. 
In the family were eleven cluldren, of whom 
Albert J. ts the oldest, the others being Jo- 
seph, who married -\nna Prochaska and re- 
sides in Cesar Rapids; Maggie. wife of 
George Uleh. of Dig Grove township. John- 
son county, Lowa: Weslev, who married Je- 
sephine Novotney and lives in Cedar Rapids; 
Aunie, wife of Paul Dolezal, of Johnson 


; 
county ; barbara, who ctied at the age of nine- 
teen years: fina. who died at the age of 
four years and a half: Natie, who died at the 
Frank, who wedded 
Mary Crofter and makes his home in Cedar 


age of twenty venrs; 


township, fechnusen county: Mary, whe died 
a infaney; ane Lizzie, at heme wirh her 
parents. 

Albert J. Pithk remained under the pa- 
rental rool until uventy-four vears of age, 
giving tis father the benefit of his labors, 
and then rented a farm of one hundred and 
‘venty aeres in’ Putnain township, Linn 
county. which he eperated for three years. 
At the end of that time he removed to Cedar 
Rapids, where he was in the eniploy of the 
Hooper Ice Company one year, and the Hu- 
ber Jee Company the same length of time. 
He was next engaged in the vinegar business, 
and on his retirement. from thet he bought 
alarm Of sixty-five aeres on section 19, 
Franklin township. Tt was a tract of un- 
broken land full of stiimps, but he has since 
transtormed| the same into one of the most 
highly cultivated and best improved farms of 
the locality. 
les anid 


He has also tended its boundar- 
How has one hundred acres, 

4 3 A an . 4 ry 
At Sr. Peter's and St. Paul's ehurch near 
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Solon, lowa, Mr. Pitlik was married Febru- 
ary 21, 1881, to Miss Katie Reyhons, who 
was also born in Austria, October 30, 1860, 
and came to the new world in 1867, with 
her parents, John and Josephine (Rusheck) 
Revhons. The family first located in Cedar 
Rapids, where they lived for three vears, and 
the father then purchased a farm in Cedar 
township, Johnson county, Iowa. where his 
death occurred June 21, 1894. The mother 
now makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. 
Josenh Vrba, in Putnam township, Linn 
county. The children of the family were 
Frank, who wedded Mary Doepar. and re- 
sides tn Taina ccunty, Jowa; Natie, wile of 
our subject; Mary, who died in infancy; 
Joseph, who married Andrew Bronlik and 
lives in Johnson county: Mary. wife of Jo- 
seply Vrba, of Putnam township, Linn coun- 
ty; and Josephine, who died at the age of 
four vears and ahalf. Myr. and Mrs. Pithk 
have four children: Joseph F., born Feb- 
ruary 5, 1882, is engaged in farming in tins 
county; and Mary M., born March 18, 1884; 
Lizzie A., born November 10, 1891, and Ed- 
die. born Mareh 17, 1897. are all three at 
home with their parents. In political views 
Mr. Pithk is a stanch Democrat and has 
ereditably filled the office of school director 
in his district for two vears. Religiously he 
is a member of St. Peter’s and St. Paul's 
chureli near Solon, Iowa. 





M. B. PLUMMER. 


M. B. Plummer, a highly esteemed citi- 
zen of Bertram and an honored veteran of 
the Civil war, was born in Dehance ceunty,. 
Ohio, January 15, 1843. and is a son of 
John and Malinda (Perkins) Pluniner, both 
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natives of Kentucky, the former 
January, 1796, the latter in May, 
After their marriage the parents removed 
to Ohio, and in 1856 came to Linn county, 
Jowa, locating upon a farm which the fa- 
ther purchased in Bertram township. In the 
spring of 1860 Ite sold that place, and after 
living retired for a time he rented a farm, 
although he owned three hundred and twenty 
acres of land in Tama county, Owing 
to ill health he and lus wife went to Cah- 
fornia in 1870. and remained on the Pacific 
coast for two vears. returning to this county 
in May, 1872. He died in .\ugust of the 
Saine vear, and was buried in Campbell cem- 
Subsequently his wife 


Lier. 


etery near Bertram. 
returned to California. 
curred in Alay, 1897. 
nine children, of whom three died in infancy. 
The others were as follows: Alfred, de- 
inarried Hulda Sterner and lived in 
Williams Olio: Elizabeth 

Andrew Steimhbaugh and removed 
from Ohio to Towa. then to Karses. and still 
later to Los \ngcles, California: Elijah mar- 
ried a Miss \Wileosxian and also lives in Los 
Angeles; Susan is the widow of Arthur 
Mekeel aud resides in Cedar Rapids, Iowa: 
M. bL., our subject. is the next in order of 
birth; and J. Chester married Fannie Fox 
and makes his home in California. 

M. B. Plummer came with his pareuts 
to this county, and assisted his father in the 
work of the farm until the Civil war broke 
out. [nun August, 1862, he enlisted in Com- 
pany I, Twentieth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
and after being mustered in at Clinton, Iowa, 
was sent with Its command te Benton Bar- 
st. Louis. where they remained a 
week. They next went hy train to Rolla 
Missouri, 
state and 


where her death oc- 
They had a family of 


ceased, 
Bryan, 


married 


county, 


racks, 


and the winter was spent in that 
Arkansas. Tn May, 1863, they 
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marched to Cape Girardeau, and later went 


to Vicksburg by steamer, 
until its surrender, 


remaiing there 
July 4. They next went 
up the Yazoo river on a scouting expedition, 
and then returned to Vicksburg. They sub- 
sequently spent one month at Port Fudson, 
and from there went to New Orleans, where 
they camped on the Champ de Mars, and 
there the Thirteenth Corps was reviewed by 
General Grant. On September 3 they 
marched to Morganzia Landing on a scout- 
ing expedition and then returned to New Or- 
leans. Later thev Point Isabel, 
Texas,—General Tavlor’s old battie ground 
during the Mexican war,—and from there 
they proceeded to Alustang Island, where 
they remained November, 1863, to 
June, 1864. when they went to Brownsville, 


went to 


fit 


Texas, and later to New Orleans. They 
next went to Duvall’s Bluff, Arkansas, and 
then back to New Orleans, frem which city 


they were sent to Fort Morgan, ass:sting 
in the bombardment and capture of that 
stronghold. On their return ty New Cr 
leans they went by boat to Fort Barancas, 
Florida, and then to Fort Blakely, near Mo- 
bile, participating in the siege and capture 
of that place. This was the last engagement 
or tle Civil war. Mr. Planner maven! 
in Mobile until mustered out of service, 
July 8, 186s, and on the roth started tor 
home, arriving in Clinton, Jowa. on the 2 23d 
ot that month. There he was discharged 
three days later, and returned home the 
suine night. The first battle thal Mr. Pium- 
mers regiuent was engaged in was fought 
on Sunday, and by a curious coincident te 
last battle of the Civil war also took place 
an Sunday. 

For jour vears Mr. Plummer worked 
for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad 
Company, but after lis marriage lie engaged 
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in farming tor three years and in teaming 
for two years. Ile then resumed agricult- 
ural pursuits. to which he devoted fis en- 
ergies until 1888, when he commenced drill- 
ing wells, and was thus employed until his 
retirement from active labor. The business 
is now carried on by ins sons. 

At Marion, lowa. September 25, 1866, 
Mr. Plummer married Miss Charlotte Stone- 
king, who was born in Nentueky November 
23, 1846. Her parents. Samuel and Jane 
(Chaplin) Stoneking, born, reared 
and married in Pennsvivania, whence they 
removed to Virginia, and in r&59 they came 
to Jowa, locating on a farm in Bertram town- 
In 1866 they went to 
Kansas. and two vears later removed to Mis- 
souri, Where Alrs. Stoneking died in 1870. 
Her husband subsequently returned to this 


were 


ship, Lain county, 


county with lis family. and has made his 
home here ever since. Ars. Plummier is 
the oldest of his eight children, the others 
being Clark, who died in Missouri at the 
age of twenty-one vears: Spencer, who died 
in Jowa at the same age; Mary -\nn, wife of 
Mdward Cress, a farmer of Bertram town- 
ship; John, who married Ida Richardson, 
how deceased. and lives in Bertram; Mil- 
dred, wife of Stephen Woods, who lives on 
a farm in the southern part of Bertram 
township: and two who died in infancy. 
Mr, and Mrs. Plummer are the parents 
of twelve chiklren: Lizzie M., born July 
14, 1867, is the wife of W. .\. Burgess, 
of Bertram: Sarah Ellen, born Octoher 23, 
1868, is the wife of Frank Marks, of the 
same place: Edward, born September 29, 
1870, married Minnie Masingale; James H., 
Dea November 17, 1872, is at home; Celia 
D.. bern February 


5. 1875, is the wite of 
Edmund 


: Thompson, a farmer of Linn 
Wave: “s]]58 > b= _—s 
e: Willtam F.. lyorn January 20, 1877, 
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is at home; Fannie, born January 6, 1879, 
1s the wife of I*red Lake, who lives near 
Springville, this county; and Hattie, born 
lebruary 15, 1881, Alice, born June 6, 1883, 
Statie, born July 19, 1885, Alyrtie, born 
February 19, 1887, and Laura, born Feb- 
ruary 22, 1890, are all at hame. 

Mr. Plummer gives his political support 
to the men and measures of the Republican 
party, and his fellow citizens, recognizing 
his worth and ability, have called upon him 
te fill several local offices. He has served 
sixteen years as township assessor; justice 
of the peace twenty years, and secretary of 
the school board for the same length of time. 





HON. NICHOLAS B: BROWN. 


Nicholas B. Brown, deceased, was one of 
the honored pioneers and representative citi- 
zens of Cedar Rapids, where he made his 
home for forty years. He was born in Sus- 
sex county, New Jersey, July 10, 1814, and 
was a self-educated as well as a selt-imade 
man, having none of the school privileges 
and other advantages usually alforded the 
boys of the present day. His lather was a 
miller and as a voung man our subject Jol- 
lowed the millwright’s trade, which he ac- 
quired in Pennsylvania. 

Ahout 1840 Mr. Grown came to Cedar 
Rapids, becoming one of the founders of the 
town, as well as one of its most enterprising 
and public-spirited citizens. He built the 
dain across Cedar river, and as a miliwright 
he put in operation several of the first mills 
in this locality. He also had a woolen fac- 
tory, which gave employment to many peo- 
ple. and was also engaged in the mercantile 


business in an early day. Meeting with suc- 
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cess in his business ventures, he became the 
owner here of considerable city property and 
had landed interests elsewhere, which en- 
abled hun to spend his last years in retire- 
meut from active labor. 

Mr. Brown was united in marriage. May 
8, 1852, with Miss Susan Emery. who was 
born at Demons Ferry, Pike county, Penun- 
svivanta, August 19, 1824, a daughter of 
Nathan and Cornelia (Broadhead) Emery. 
Her ancestors came from Tingland at an 
early day and settled in Pennsylvania. where 
her parents alwavs made their home. The 
jather died there at the age of ninety, the 
mother at the age of eighty vears. Of their 
eleven children, four are still living, namely : 
Oliver and Mrs. Brown, both residents of 
Cedar Rapids; and Mrs. H. E. Higley and 
Miss M. E. Emery, both of Florida. 

When Atv. Brown brought his bride to 
Cedar Rapids it was but a small village, and 
she has watched with interest its growth and 
advancement. Tive children were born to 
them, but three died in early childhood. 
Those living are Nathan E., who is married 
aml resides in Cedar Rapids, and Harry T., 
who lives with his mother, 

Mr. Brown died at his home on the cor- 
ner of Sixth street and \ avenue September 
15. 1880, leaving many friends as well as 
his innmediate family to mourn his loss. He 
Was a very active and generous man and a 
liberal supporter of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. in which he was an official member. 
He was also an active member of the Ma- 
some Iratermly. Politically he was a Dem- 
ocrat, but he never aspired to official posi- 
tion, though he served for a time as mayor 
of Cedar Rapids. In his life span of Sixty- 
SIX Years he accomplished mueh. and left be- 
hind an honorable reeord well warthy of 
perpetuation. 


a ° 


Mrs. Brown received a good academic 
edtuecation and prior to her marriage success- 
iully engaged in teaching school in Pennsyl- 
vaiua for a number of years. Asa Stranger 
she accompanied her husband to their new 
home in Cedar Rapids, but at once adapted 
herself to the place, and became interested 
in the welfare of the community. Since his 
death she has erected a very large modern 
brick residence on the site of their old home, 
and has ably managed her business affairs, 
He lett considerable property, all of which 
lies within the eity limits. Although quite 
advanced in vears Mrs. Brown is still well 
preserved. She, too, is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, to which she 
1s a itberal contributor, and formerly took 
an active part in chureh and charitable work. 
she is beloved bv a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances, and is held in high re 
gard by all who know. her. 





JOSEPH M VWERSING. 


Joseph M. Denning. proprietor of the 
Denning lence Works, is but a recent ac- 
quisition to the progressive business men ot 
Cedar Rapids, but his ability, enterprise and 
upright methods have already established 
for him an enviable reputation. Although 
he ts a young man comparatively his pop- 
ularity is established on a firm basis—that 
of Ins own well-tested merit. 

Mr. Denning was born on a farm neat 
Liberty Pole. Vernon county, Wiscoust, 
January 6, 1867, and is a son of John ard 
Mary A. (Cass) Denning. The father wa 
a native of Lake county, Llinors, and a 
hovhood removed to Rising Sun, Wisconst. 
In the latter state he was engaged in mer- 





J. M. DENNING. 
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cantile business witil his death, whieh oc- 
curred April 3, 1883, when he was thirty- 
seven years of age. His wile still survives 
him aad now makes her home in Estherville, 
Towa. 

The subject of this sketch was educated 
in the public schools of his native state, and 
made his home with his mother until nine- 
teen years of age. While a young lad he 
learned the printer's trade with the Leailer. 
al Viroqua. Wiseunsin, which he followed 
for some time. [i 1887 he went to Wash- 
ington territury on a prospecting tour. 
While there he traveled over the greater 
portion of \Washington and Oregon, werk- 
Ing at whatever he could get to do, thereby 
he went. Among the 
must humble labors he performed 


makiig his way a 
while 
fuuring this country was punting, paper 
hanging, duung reom waiter, couking in 
@ lugging eamp, working in the harvest held 
and many other odd jubs to earn money to 
carry lint furiher on his tour, until finally 
he setiled dawn at his trade at Olympia, 
during the fall, winter and spring of 1887-8. 
He worked on territorial printing while the 
legislature was in session and afterward 
became foreman in de- 
partment of the Olympia Transeript. a 
Weekly newspaper. \tthough he start- 
ed with ng capital, at the end of ten 
months he had managed to save enough 
to Invest in real estate in Seattle, which 
he held jor two years and then sold 
at three times the amount he had paid for 
the property. He invested the proceeds in 
three hundred and sevenly acres of land in 
Emmet county, Towa, where he located in 
'Syo, and made same improvement, but 
sald out al the end of two and a half years. 
During this time he was for two vears en- 
Saged in the general mereantile and er amery 


the mechanical 
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business at Swan Lake, Iowa, in connection 
with his mother under the firm name of 
M. A, Denning & Son. 

In 1894 Mr. Denning embarked in the 
manulacture of slat fence at Estherville, 
Iowa, on a small scale, buying a hand ma- 
chine, which he converted into a power ma- 
eline. He also invented a_ slat corncrib, 
which he manufactured in connection with 
the fence, and contintied lis operations suc- 
cesslully at Estherville till December, 1899, 
conducting what was known as the Esther- 
ville Fence Factory. He also started a branch 
establishment at Sioux City in 1897, and 
condueted both institutions. In the mean- 
time he was working on improvements tor 
inaking wire fence and completed the same 
1 1899, patents having been secured prior 
to that time. He still has three machines 
in Operation at Sioux City. Coming to 
Cedar Rapids in December, 1899, he pur- 
chased property at the corner oi Enghth ave- 
nue and Walnut street west, and built lus 
present plant, forty by sixty feet, two sories 
and basement, putting in ten machines. He 
makes a specialty of woven wire fencing and 
corn cribs, and employs twenty men in both 
factories, while he has three traveling sales- 
men covering six states. He manufactures 
lawn fence, poultry netting, woven wire feld 
and hog fence, special farm and garden fence 
and also slat fence, portable corn cribs, gates, 
etc. Mr. Denning is sole owner ard pro- 
prietor of this industry, and has met with 
excellent success in the conduct of lus Iusi- 


ness. 

At Estherville, Iowa, Mr. Denning was 
married, December 7, 1891, to Miss 
Luev A. Mattson. Mr. and Mrs. )en- 


ning have one child, J. Wayne, born in 
1898. Thev have already made many friends 
during their short residence in Cedar Rapids, 
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Mr. Denning is a member of Estherville 
Lodge, No. 423. I. O. O. I*., and in his po- 
htical aifliations is a Republican, but has 
never been an aspirant for office, Ile occu- 
pies an enviable position in business circles. 
and in all his undertakings thus far he has 
prospered, his excellent success being but 
the logical result of his careful and correct 
business methods. 


HENRY M. BAILEY, 


Only those lives are worth of reeord that 
have been potential factors in the pubhe pro- 
gress in promoting the general welfare or 
advancing the educational or moral interests 
of the community. In advancing his own 
mterests Mr. Bailey never forgot or ignored 
the interests of others, and was always ready 
to lend a helping hand to advance the moral, 
social or material lis town or 
county. [lis last years were spent at Marion, 
in retirement trom active labor. and there he 
died February t&. 1880, honored and re- 
spected by all who knew him. 

Mr, Bailey was born in Somersetshire, 
England. February 1£, 1836, a son of John 
and Ann Bailey, life-long residents of that 
country, and members of the established 
church. The father, who was a very prom 
inent attorney of England, visited this coun- 
try twice but never located here. He died 
at the age of seventy-two vears, and his wife, 


welfare of 


Who survived him a few years. passed Away 
Of their eight chil- 
dren Tlenry AM. was the third in order of 
Ineth. 
ica and Joeated in Tawa, J. G. heing now a 
resident of Dubuque, and B. T., of Chartes 
City, Towa. The others were J. Fs, an et 


af about the same age. 


Three of the family came to Amer- 
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torney, who succeeded to his father’s prac: 
tee, Mrs. Marton Ransford; Mrs, Alice 
Churehill; Mrs. Amy Collins; and Mrs. Rose 
Lloyd, all residents of England. 

Henry MM. Bailey was reared and edy, 
cated in his native land, and in 1852 came 
with his brother J. G. to the United States, 
locating 1n Dyersville, Dubuque county, lowa, 
Where he engaged in farming until the fall 
of 1875, when he removed to Marton and 
lived retired throughout the remainder of his 
life. He always took a great interest in 
educational affairs and was serving as presi- 
went Of the school hoard at the time of his 
death. 

Alr. Bailey was twice married, first in 
i860 to Miss Ann C. Lain. They became 
the parents of three children, two sons and 
one daughter, all of whom are now deceased. 
The wife and mother died in 1866 and on 
the 13th of November, 1867, Mr. Bailey 
married Afiss Laura Foster, a native of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and a daughter of Dr. 
D. B. and Harriet R. Foster. The father, 
who was a physician and surgeon, brought 
his family to Towa in 1845, but soon ! 
turned to Ohio, and did not locate pe 
manently in this state until 1847, when he 
Clinton county, 
where he engaged in practice many years 
Te was in the Union army a few months 
during the Civil war and there contracte! 
a disease whieh caused his discharge and 
later his death in January, 1867. His widow 
Their som 


took up ins residence in 


ig now a resident of Marion. 
Henry J., died in June, 1899, at the age 
Besides Mrs. Dailey 
there is another daughter still living. 1%. 
Hattie Blanchard, of Boone, Towa. 

Unto our subject and his wife were bor 
seven children, namely: (1) Edith siudies 
music at Cornell College and the Mune 


ot forty-nine years. 
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apolis Conservatory of Alusic, and now' 


plays the pipe organ at the Methodist Epts- 
copal church in Marion, and has a large 
class in music at that place. (2) \Valter 1s 
a graduate of Tlalneniann Afedical College, 
Chicago, anc also took a post-graduate 
course in New York. He has given special 
attention to the study of the diseases of the 
eye, ear, nose and throat, and took up special 
surgical work in a hospital 1 New York. 
He is now Jocatel at Van ITorn, fowa, where 
he enjovs a large practice. He married 
Edith Hasbrouck. daughter of Dr. Has- 
brouck. of Doblis lerry, New York, and 
they have two cluldren. Joseph H. and 
Muriel. {2) Burt S., 
torney of Marion, married Afyrtle, a daugh- 
ter of Joseph Jdarntuill, a sketch of whom 
appears inthis work, who died leaving one 
child. Henry M. (4) Ralph F.. a graduate 
of the law department of the State Univer- 
sity of Jawa, and also a civil engineer, has 
recently gone to Hemolulu, largely for his 
health, (5) llattie L., born in 1876, died 
i February, 1877. (6) Marian L. is a grad- 
uate of the Marion high school and has 
attended Cornell College two years. (7) 
Fannie G. is also a eriaduate of the Alarion 
high school, and is now in Chicago prepar- 
lig for kindergarten teaching, 

In polities Mr. Bailey was a Republican, 
Which party his song also support. The fam- 
ily all hold membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal churely, with whieh Mr, Bailey was 
ofhicially connected for many vears. .\t the 
time of his death he was servi as local 
Preacher, trustee, steward and class leader, 


assessor aticl an at- 


and always took a very active and proganen, 
hart m ¢churel: wart. 
sel it 


Llest with wealth, he 
lor the promotion of Christianity 


and the good of men. On coming to Marion 
he found 


I the church of his chaice incumbered 
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By a debt of several thousand dollars, which 
caused him much anxiety and hung like a 
pall over the congregation. He paicl off this 
indebtedness, and took his own time and way 
to reimburse himself with the members. He 
succeeded admirably in this work, and had 
Just completed the same when his course 
on earth was finished and he went to his re- 
ward. In his death his family lost a loving 
husband and father, the community an up- 
right and influential citizen, the poor a friend 
and benefactor, and the church an active 
worker and supporter. Truly such a life 
is worth having been lived, and sucli lives 
deserve permanent record on the pages of 
their country’s history, that others, secing 
their good works, may follow in their foot- 
steps. 








JOSEPH 8S. COWAN. 


Joseph S. Cowan, an industrious, thot- 
ough and successful farmer, is the owner of 
a good farm of one hundred and ten acres 
on section 27, Franklin township. He was 
born in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, 
April 11, 1830, and is a son of Alexander 
T. and Margaret (Sample) Cowan, natives 
of Allegheny and Butler count-es, Peinsyl- 
vania, respectively. They were married in 
Murraysville, the latter county. In 1855 
they came to Linn county, Iowa, the journey 
being made in a covered wagon trom Mus- 
eatine, as there were no railroads in this In- 
calitv at that time. Flere they lived until 
1878, when they removed to Tama county, 
Towa, making their home with their son Rob- 
ert throughout the remainder of their lives. 
The mother died in November, 1881, the ta- 
ther in March, 1892, and heth were lured 
at Salem, Tama county. 
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In their family were eight children, of 


whom Joseph S. is the oldest: David K. 
married Nanev Elwood. who died in 186. 
and he lives in Hamilton, Marion county. 
Towa; Mary R. wedded David Arb and both 
died in Tama county; Susan married James 
Kirkpatrick, of Mt. Vernon. Linn county, 
and died in 1874; Sarah is the wife of \Will- 
iam RB. Mayes. a farmer of Los Angeles, 


California; Joh T.. who resides near Sioux. 


City, Iowa, married, first, Anna E. Tewn- 
send, and after her death wedded Czrrie 
Dodd ; Elizabeth is the wife of John Bardue, 
of Webster Citv. Iowa: and Robert wedded 
Mary Townsend and lives in Salem, Tama 
county. 

Reared in tthe cornty of his nativity, 
Joseph S. Cowan obtained his early educa- 
tion in ts district schools, and under his fa- 
ther learned the cabinetmaker’s trade. At 
the age of twenty-three he worked at the 
carpenter's trade at Pittsbure., Pennsylvania, 
until Oetoher, 1854. when he exme to Ma- 
rion, Towa, and worked at the carpenter's 
trinle for a short time. 
fall he and his father bought the George 
smith farm of one hundred and twenty acres 
irom Joseph Morford, and in payment for 


Later in the same 


the same they built a kiln, manufactured the 
brick and erected a house fer Mr. Morfard. 
doing all the carpenter and mason work. 
Vhev also cleared something 
transaction. 


from this 
In March, 1835. the family 
took up their residence on the farm. which 
our subject and his father operated together 
until t864. when the proverty was divided. 
the father and son each taking Sixty acres. 
Our subject has since added tw tis pron- 
erty until he new has one hendred and ten 
acres: has placed the wilt land ander 2 lugh 
state of cultivatien. and has erected a eon 
set of farm luildings thereon, including a 
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Mr. Cowan is 
energed in stock raising’ to some extent, 
Making a spectalty ef polled Angus cattle 
At the Fat Stock Show in Chicago, in 1900, 
a sicer of this breed was sold for one dollar 
and a half per pound. Ar. Cowan also raises 
a high grade of horses. sheep and hogs, and 
is one of the progressive ad \D-Lo-date 
farmers in his locality. 

On the 30th of June. 1857. in Tam 
county, Towa, Mr. Cowan married Miss Eliza 
Jane Crawford, who was born in Washing: 
ton county. Pennsylvania, Tuly 15, 1830, a 
daughter of Robert and Elizabeth (Hall) 
Crawford, also natives of that county, where 
they continued to make their home until 
coming west in November, 1854. Locating 
in! Tama county, Mr. Crawford entered one 
hundred and sixty acres of wild prairie land. 
When the family took up their residence 
thereon their nearest neighhors were living 
near Deer creek, a distance of five miles, 
where a colony of people from Pennsyl- 
vaia had settled, including the Townsenis, 
Wileys. MePriers, Dickevs and Crawfords, 
ul members of the same church. Mr. Craw 
ford broke his land. placed it under cultiva- 
tion and erected a good house. barns and 
other outbuildings. There his death oc- 
curred December 21, 1879. His wife diel 
November 4. 1891, and both were laid te 
rest in the Salem cemetery. Thev had eleven 
children, of whom Mrs. Cowan is the oldest: 
Rebecea is the wife of James MeQuilkin, of 
Laporte City. Towa: Robert married Isabella 
Wrley, now of Garretson, Butler. county, 
Nebraska, and he died March 31. 1885; Is 
bella died December 1, 1885; Mary is the 
widow of William Galagher and a resident 
of Tama. Iowa: James married Nettie Cook, 
who died in 1886, and he resides near Broken 
Bow, Custer county, Nebraska; John wede! 


commoadions country heme. 
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Marian Hall and makes his home in Dickin- 
son county, Kansas; Moriah is the wite of 
Richard Brown. of Abilene, Dickinson coun- 
ty, Kansas ; William married Elizabeth Pat- 
terson and resides in Tama, lowa; Samuel, 
a resident of [utler county, Nebraska, 
wedded Mary Overmyer, who died in 1882, 
and he is married again; and Martha is the 
wile of Silas Overinver, ot Lenox, Taylor 
county, lowa. The Crawford jamily came 
to this country from the north of Ireland, 
while the Cuwan family is of Scotch ex- 
traction, 

Unto Mr. ail Mrs. Cowan were barn 
nine children. namely: (1) Margaret E., 
born April 12. 1858, died April 15, 1899. 
(2) Robert C.. born October 7, 1859. is an 
electrical engineer emploved in the city elec- 
tric light «ul water works at Grand Island, 
Nebraska. Ile married Hattie Alyea and 
they have four children, Maggie G., Mabel 
L., Josepli S. and Cora. (3) Alexander T., 
born October +7, 1861, is a railroad man 
ving in Nansas. |te married Naney Bar- 
dne and they have one child, Adair B. (4) 
Mary G., born December 9. 1863. is a tailor- 
(3) Mattie 
AL. horn August 25, 1863. is the wife of 
Fred MeKune, a farmer livings west of Mt. 
Vernon, ani they have three children, Craw- 
ford We. May Isabella and George. (6) 
Isabella D.. orn Mareh 25, 1867, is en- 
gaged in teaching school in Linn county and 
resides with ler parents. (7) Sarah E, 
“orn April 5, T8OQ. was married, March 28, 
1900, to Prank \W. Blinks, 2 farmer of 
Franklin township, and they have one child, 
Abert. (8) Anna C., born -\ugust 8, 1871, 
Is al home. (9) Susan R., born May 3. 
1873, is teaching school in this county, and 
also resides at home. . 


In his political views Mir. Cowan is a 


Css residing with her parents. 
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staunch Republican, and he has filled the of- 
ices of assessor of his township for seven 
years, and school director and secretary of 
the school board for twenty-two years, his 
official duties having always been most faith- 
fully and conscientiously performed. Since 
the age of eighteen years he has been an 
active member of the Presbyterian church, 
and is a man highly respected and esteemed 
by all who know lim. He has been an elder 
in his church for many years. 


JAMES F. ALLISON. 


Almost thirty vears have elapsed since 
this gentleman came to Cedar Rapids and 
he is justly numbered among her leading 
citizens, having always taken a prominent 
part in public affairs. On his arrival here 
in -\ugust, 1872, he entered the employ of 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota 
Railroad, now the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern, and is still one of the most 
trusted employes of the company, serving at 
present as commercial agent, which respon- 
sible position he has held for hve years. 

Mr. Alison was born in LeRoy, Gene- 
see county, New York, March 20, 1844, a 
son of James and Rachel C. (frown) Alli- 
son, also natives of the Empire state, the 
fermer born in Ontario county, in 1820, of 
Seotch ancestry, the latter in Genesee coun- 
tv, in 1828. Our subject's paternal grand- 
father was a soldier of the war of 1812, and 
was one of a large family of children, James 
Allison. the father of our subject, received 
lis education in the conunon schools, aud im 
early lite was engaged in mereantile busi- 
| twenty-five 


ness. Subsequently he serve:l 


years as station agent at LeRoy, New York, 
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for the Buffalo, Corning & New York Rail- 
road, now the Erie read. In 1880 he came 
te Cedar Rapids, where he engaged in the 
flour and feed business for a few vears, but 
spent lus last days in ease ani! retirement, 
enjoying a well-earned rest. Politically he 
was identihed with the Democratic party, 
and while never an office seeker, was always 
very active in municipal affairs in lus com- 
munity, and took a commendable interest in 
the welfare of his fellow citizens. He was 
a member of the Cniversalist church, and 
most lughly respected and esteemed by all 
who knew him. He cied in 1893, at the 
age of seventy-three vears, but lis estimable 
Wite 1s still living and now makes her home 
with a son in Cedar Rapids. Of their three 
children, James F., our subject, is the oldest; 
Milton L. is a resident of Olathe, Kansas, 
where he follows farming; and George ]3. is 
in: the employ of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company at Cedar Rapids. The sons 
were all educated in the public schools. 
James F. Allison remained at home un- 
ti! attaining man’s estate. Jn 1860 he came 
West and located in Princeton, Bureau coun- 
ty, Hitnois, where he clerked in a hotel for 
three vears. In 1863 he went to Fort Madi- 
son, lowa, where he spent two vears, and 
during the following three years was en- 
gaged in clerking in a hotel in Galeshureg, 
Ihinois. He was next in the einploy of the 
Merchants Union Express Company for one 
year, and for a short time was Manager of 
a mercantile business at that place. As pre- 
viously stated, Mr. Allison came to Cedar 
Rapids in August, 1872, and began work for 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota 
Railroad Company as elerk in the local 
freight office, from which position he worked 
hits way upward until he became chief clerk 
i. the general freight office under A. Miss 


Mohler and Join E. Utt. Later he Was 
miade local freight agent for Cedar Rapids, 
i which capacity he served for tyelve years, 
and for the past five vears has heey commer: 
clal agent, with office in Cedar Rapids. His 
practical knowledge of all the details of the 
business renders him a most valuable em- 
ploye, as is evineed by his long continuance 
in the service of one of the leading railroad 
compames of the state. 

Mr. Allison Miss Emma A, 
Wagner, of lrinceton, Illinois, who was 
born in Ohio, and they have become the par- 
ents of two sons: George F., who was born 
in 1876, and is now rate clerk in the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad 
freight office; and Walter, who was born in 
1879, and is in the emplov of the Security 
savings Bank. Both sons are praduates of 
the Cedar Rapids high school, and went from 
there to their present positions. Mrs. Alli- 
son 1s a graduate of the College at Ravenna, 
Olno, and is a prominent member of the 
Woman's Club of Cedar Rapids. Her par- 
ents are both deceased, but she has two sis- 
ters and a brothet living, namely: Mrs. 
L. E. Hitchcock, of Cedar Rapids; Mrs. 
J. P. Allison, a widow of Princeton, Ill- 
nois; and Charles D., also a resident of 
Princeton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allisen are both members 
of the Universalist church, while he has 
served as chairman of the chureh board for 
several vears, and has taken an active part 
i its work. THe is also a prominent meu- 
ber and a director of the Commercial Club 
of Cedar Rapids. During his residence here 
he has been connected with the city gover!- 
ment, and has exerted considerable miluence 
in public affairs. In i890 he was electet 
alderman of the third ward for a two-years 
term; was elected alderman at large in 1898; 


Married 
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and re-elected iggy ior twe years. Ile 
has been chairman of the linanee committee 
the last term. = Pe is a iui of even tempera- 
ment amd very aufable in manner, and has 
the happy faculty o1 inakings Mriends easily, 


aul as easily retaming them. 


CHARLES ]. DEACON. 


Among the leading attorneys of Cedar 


Rapids is Charles J. Deacon, whe has been 


successfully engage om ule practice of his 


profession my Uiat eity since IN74. [de was 
barman Burling county, New Jersey, Alay 
AL, INyey. lis tlre seat or Willie ariel Ledizin 


(Mason) Deacon, the former also a native 
born 
April 25, 1815. while the latter was a native 
Of Phitadelplus, 
ie ON PAT 
New 


to northern Duel. 


of Burlington omnnty, New Jersey, 
Pennavivania. born Deeein- 
tlt bie elt 


umey,, du ress 


she was reired im 
the fanuly removed 
‘utd ten vers Jater came 
to Linn county, lewa, locatin woo a darn. im 
Alarion arent up. where the tather engaged 
In agricultural pttrsints. [a his younger days 
he led a sea-farine life, being captain of a 
trading vessel. lle diced in 
April a 


August 2. . honored and respected by 


Wl) who — ow 


Jann eounty, 


and His wife passed away 


William and Eliza Deaeon were the par- 
ents of aime children. 
years ab maturity, 
pe 


nloat whom reached 
though two are now de- 
Selotnomt AL. why enlisted 

W August, 1862. in the uty. seventh In- 
nf Ma Volunteer [its anry. ad was killed at 
the storming: gf Missionary Ridge, in Octo- 
her, 18h 3 : nine Yuta. whe died in bain coun 
IY, in jimuary, ISAS. Phose liviny are the 
lallowing nibmed > AWailliaan PT. row engaged 


uel y 





ut business in New Carlisle, Indiana, enlisted 
‘is a private in .\ugust, 1862, but when mus- 
tered out of service was captain of Company 
IK. laighty-seventh Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry. dde was wounded at both Chieka- 
mauga and Atlanta, lat remained at the front 
until the close of the war. Sarah G. is the 
ot Neosho, Mis- 
sour. Hannal ts the wite of James Oxley, 
of AMlarion, Charles J., 
ol birth, r the subject of this sketch, George 
from Rush Medical College 
i (S85, ave siuce 1887 has been enyaged 


wite of Daniel F. Baugher, 


Liaw. next in order: 


Wis graduated 
inthe practice of lus protession at Pasadena. 

Mary, 
home with her brother in Pasa- 


Calitorma, engaged im teaching, 
makes her 
lena. 
College in i8es5, studied law and was ad- 


mitted to the bar in Mannesota, but is now 


Edwin was graduated from Cornell 


engaged in the work ul the imiuustry as pastor 
of the Methodist Episeopal chureh in Kuim- 
hall, Minnesota. Both parents were alsu 
members of the Methodiss Episcopal church, 
Wlule the other members of the tanuly, with 
the exception of William H1., are connected 
with the Dreshbyterian chureh. All the chil- 
dren were given the best educational advan- 
tages obtainable. 

After receiving lis primary education m 
the public schools, Charles J. Deacon entered 
Parsons Semimary, at Cedar Rapids. and 
later was a student at the State University. 
On leaving school, he entered the employ of 
the lown Railroad Land Company, whose 
olfices were in Cedar Rapids, and subse- 
quentiv teok up the study law under 
Judges Isnae Cook and NX. M. Tubbard, and 
in October, 1873. wis admitted to the bar. 
The following spring he formed a partner- 
ship with Judge Wubbard, and under the 
Hnn name ol Hubbard & Deacon, engaged in 
1876 


the practice of Jus protesston. In 
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Colonel Clark became a member of the firm. 
Irom 1879 until October, 18y6, Mr. Deacon 
was alone in practice, with the exception of 
two years, when associated with C.S. Smith. 
since October, £8y6, James \W. Good las 
been assuciated with him, the firm bemg en- 
gaged Wi general practice. 

On the 28th of October, 1873, Mr. 
Deacon was united in marriage with Miss 
Sylvia Mansheld, a daughter of Dr. E. L. 
Mansheld, one of the oldest physicians in the 
county, but who died in Cedar Rapids in 
1887. She is the oldest in a family of three 
children, the others bemg Lura, wife of 
James A. Keel, mayor of Iansas City, Mis- 
sul, and lL. W., who has spent his entire 
ie in Cedar Rapids. Mr. and Mrs. Deacon 
have five children: Luey, wife of J. W. 
Good; Laura, at home; Willian M., who is 
Now connected with the wholesale dry-gouds 
house of J. S. Couk Company; and Mary 
and Margaret, both at home. Mars. Deacon 
received her education in the public schools 
and Parsyus Seminary of Cedar Rapids, and 
at Kocktord Seminary, Rockford, Ilinois. 
She 1s especially active in church and mis- 
stonary work, and is connected with some uf 
the leading literary societies of the city. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Deacon are members of 
the Presbyterian chureh of Cedar Kapids, 
and politically he is a Republican, having 
been identified with the party since attaimng 
his majority. Upright, reliable and honor- 
‘able, lus strict adherence ty principle has 
wont him the respeet of all. 


THOMAS G. ARMSTRONG. 


Fhomas G. Armstrong, deceased, was 
ror ty vears. prominently connected with 
the agricultural interests of this section of 
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the state, and «hid much towards transform. 
Ing its wild Jand into well-cultivated and 
lughly unproved farms. In_ his farining 
operations he steadily prospered and became 
an extensive land owner—one whose sye- 
cess was due cutirely to lus own weil-dj- 
rected cHorts. 

Mr. Armstrong was born ur Ireland, 
March 1y, i829, aud there passed the days 
of his boyhood and youth. ln 1850 he ewi- 
grated to America and first located in Har- 
rison county, Ohio. Later he spent a short 
line in Muskingum county, that state, and 
lived for a year and a half in Coshocton 
county, Olue. Prior to 1860 he removed 
to Doweshiek county, Jowa,: where he e- 
tered one hundred and sixty acres of 
government land, whielt he placed under 
a high cultivation, making his home there 
tur tour years. The following two years 
m1 Lian county, and subse- 
quently he was engaged in farming 
Benton county, Lowa, fer a niunber of years. 
He was one of the most extensive farmers 
in Benton county. His first purchase there 


was of one hundred and sixty acres in Fre- 


were spent 


Mont township, which he muiproved, and to 
whieh he added from time to time until he 
was the owner of two thousand and seven 
hundred acres, all in that township, and all 
of which was under cultivation. He was 
among the first to introduce imported cat 
tle, and whatever he didi on the farm or 11) 
business circles. showed the master mind. 
He was one of the founders of the bank a 
Atkins, Benton county, and served as 1 
He was also 
active in farming until called to lis rest 
On the 4th of July, 1861, Mr. AaB 
strong was united in marriage with Miss 
Saral: Fawcett, a daughter of George “ 
Mary Ann (Haines) Faweett, native 0 


president until his death. 





THOMAS G. ARMSTRONG. 





MRS. SARAH ARMSTRONG. 


a 


mt 








——— 
———— 


Ohio and New Jersey, respectively. In 
1855 her father came to Cedar Rapids, and 
after spending a short time in Linn county, 
located near Shellsburg, Benton county. 
At that time there were but three families 
living in hts townslup, and he assisted in its 
organization. being the one to propose its 
name. At the first election held there only 
six Or seven votes were polled. Being one 
of the leading men of his community Mr. 
Faweett was called upon to fill nearly all of 
the township offices, and was a prominent 
and influential member of the Presbyterian 
church. During Ins residence in this state 
he met with excellent success and became 
the owner of seven hundred and sixty acres 
of valuable laud. Both he and his wife are 
now deceased. In their family were eleven 
children, seven of whom are still living. 
Two sons, William H. and John Albert, 
were in the Unton army during the war of 
the Rebellion. The former participated in 
the battles of Shilolt and Pitsburg Landing, 
the siege of Corinth and Vicksburg, the hat- 
Hes of Iuka and Jackson, and the Atlanta 
campaign. On the 22d of July, 1864, he 
was taken prisoner and sent to Anderson- 
ville prison, where he was held: for tour 
months, and then taken to I'lorence, South 
Carolina, suffering all of the privations of 
southern prison life. John A. was in the 
one-hundred-davy service and died about the 
time of expiration of his term of service. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Arm- 
sirong were Jolin C., an extensive farmer 
of Benton county ; George, deceased; Will- 
wai J. also a farmer of Benton county; 
Hettie May, wife of Albert Slotterbeck, of 
the same county; Newton A., a farmer of 
Benton county; Horace T., deceased; Mary 
J_ Wife of Alfonso Ramelsburg, of Benton 
county ; Panis N., a resident of Texas; Min- 
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nie, wife of C. W. Meek, attorney of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; Fred and Chester A., who 
are attending college in Cedar Rapids; and 
one who died in infancy. 

Mr. Armstrong continued to actively en- 
gage in farming until his death, which oe- 
curred on the 12th of July, 1893. By his 
ballot he always supported the men and 
measures of the Democracy, and took an 
active interest in the welfare of his county 
and state. He was widely and favorably 
known, and no man in his community was 
held in higher regard or had more warn 
friends than Thomas G. Armstrong. His 
estimable wife still survives him and js also 
highly respected and esteemed. She con- 
tinued to reside on the home farm until 1896, 
when she removed to Cedar Rapids and pur- 
chased her present handsome residence at 
No. 603 Third avenue west, which is sup- 
plied with every modern convenience and is 
a most attractive home. While in Bentom 
county she was a member of the Presby-- 
terian church, of which her husband was a: 
liberal supporter. Since coming to Cedar 
Rapids she has been a member of the Chris- | 
tian church, the church of her choice, but 
which was not convenient for her to attend 
in Bentor county. 


MYRON K. NEFF. 


The business interests of Mt. Vernon are 
well represented by our subject and his wife,. 
who conduct a furniture store and undertak- 
ing establishment at that place. He was. 
born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on the 
12thof December, 1845, and comes of a very 
old and prominent New Fengland family, be-. 
ing a descendant of William and Mary (Cor- 
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less) Neff. who were married January 23, 
1663, and resided at Haverhill, Massachu- 
setts, In a cottage built in 1661. William 
Neff died while with the army at Pemaqua 
( Bristol), Maine, in lebruarv, 1689, at the 
age of forty-seven years. On the 15th of 
March, 1697, lus wife, being at that time a 
nurse with Mrs. Hannah Dustan (Dustin or 
Dustor), of Haverhill, who had recently 
been delivered of a child, was captured with 
Mrs. Dustan by a party of Indians and car- 
ried off toward Canada, but on the 3oth of 
that month Alrs. Dustan, Mrs. Neff and a 
youth named Samuel Leonardson, who had 
been captured previously, rose on their cap- 
tors in the night and killed ten out of twelve, 
only one squaw and one cluld escaping. 
After cutting the hair from their captors’ 
heads they returned to Haverhill and ap- 
peared before the assembly then in session at 
Boston. For tls exploit the general court 
of Massachusetts, on their petition presented 
April 21, voted on June 8 that Thomas Dus- 
tan in behalf of his wife be paid out of the 
public treasury twenty-five pounds; Mary 
Neff the sum of twelve pounds, ten shillings ; 
and the young man concerned in the same 
action the stim of twelve pounds and ten 
shillings. In 1738 a grant of two hundred 
acres of land was voted by the general court 
to Joseph Neff. a son of William and Marv 
Neff, for services rendered by the mother. 
In addition to the above grant of mony, the 
three received many presents from their 
friends, and Governor Nicholson, of Mary- 
land. gave them a very generous token of his 
favor 111697 11 the form of a tankard. In 
1856 at a levee of the Dustan monument as- 
socittion, held in Taverhill, Massachusetts. 
this tankard was on exlubition. it being the 
property of [emery Coffin, of Newburyport. 
Massachusetts, a descendant of the Dustan 
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family. The vessel is of pewter and Weighs 
two pounds and two ounces, and holds a 
jittle mure than one quart. A picture of 
ic appeared in the American Monthly Maga- 
zine in May, 1875. It bears on the front 
a likeness of King William IIL of England 
and a Seotch thistle, and on the other the 
Ienglish rose and lion, while the top of the 
lip bears the rough engraving of a flower in 
bloom, and on the other side of the lid the 
letters Hl. D. are rudely cut with a black. 
smuth’s chisel. .\ monument to the memory 
of Ars. Dustan, Mrs. Neff and Samuel 
Leonardson was erected on Dustan Island, 
the scene of the “thrilling capture and es- 
cape.” It is at a junction of the Contev- 
cook and Merrimac rivers. six miles north 
of Concord, New Hampshire. The monu- 
ment, which was unveiled June 17, 1874, 
bears on one side the inscription: “Han 
nah Dustan, Marv Neff and Samuel Leou- 
ardson, March 30, 1697, midnight.” 

In 1731 Clement Neff, a son of Wiliam 
and Mary Neff, resided at Westerly. Rhode 
Island, and in 1734 removed to Windham, 
Connecticut. Some of his descendants are 
still living at Chaplin, Connecticut, at which 
place Zebulon Neff, the father of our sub: 
ject. was born and reared. He married Rox- 
ana S. Kibby, also a native of Counecticut. 
In 3854 they came west to Linn county, 
lowa, and settled on a farm near Mt. Ver- 
non, where he engaged in agricultural put- 
suits for a number of vears. He died in 
18&9, and his wife passed away in 1895, the 
remains of both being interred in Mt. Ver 
non cemetery. Of their three children My- 
ron K. is the oldest. (2) Mary A. is the 
wife of D. W. Ford, and they reside on a 
farm four miles and a half west of Mt. \er 
non. Their children are Anna, wife ot bal 
iam J. Gormly, a brother of the mayo! ol 
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Mt. Vernon: and Charles, who is at home 
with his parents. (3) Arthur G., who lives 
on a farm One-half nmle west of Alt. Ver- 
non, married Rose Tolman and they have 
two children, John and Florence. 

Myron kk. Neff began his education in 
the public schools of his mative state, but 
was only nime years old when he accom- 
panied his parents on their removal to Iowa. 
Later he attended Cornell College of Mt. 
Vernon, where he took a scientific course and 
was graduated in 1868. After teaching 
school for some tine in Linn county he was 
made principal of the schools of Belle Plaine, 
Iowa, and continued there until 1870. when. 
on account ot ill health, he was obliged -to 
give up in-door work, and he turned his at- 
tention to farming until 1880, when he em- 
barked in the furniture business at Mt. Ver- 
non in connection with his brother-in-law, 
D. WW. Ford, their partnership continuing 
for three years, at the end of which time 
lis tather-in-law, Walliant Brackett, 
chased Mr. Ford's interest in the business. 
They were in business together for a short 
time, and since then Mr. Netf’s wife has 
been associated with him in the mianage- 
ment of the store. They carry a large and 
well-selected stock of furniture, and enjoy 
an excellent trade. Mr. Neff has also had 
twenty years’ experience as an undertaker 
and tuneral directer in this county, and still 
devotes consider able attention to that branch 
of the business. He owns a eood business 
block, in which he carries on his store, but 
keeps his supply of caskets and burial goods 
ill a separate building, Besides his business 
Moperty he owns a confortable resiclence, 
and all that he pow possesses has been ac- 
quired through his own enerev. good busi- 
hess ability and capable management, to- 


pur- 
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gether with the assistance of his estimable 
wife. 

It was on the 31st of December, 1868, 
that Mr. Neff led to the marriage altar Miss 
Anna Ie. Brackett, who was born in the town 
of Wilton, Saratoga county, New York, near 
Saratoga Springs, October 24. 1847, and is a 
daughter of William W. and Elizabeth A. 
(Sherman) Brackett, the former a native of 
Pittstown, Rensselaer county. New York, 
the latter of Saratoga county. In 1856 the 
family came to Iowa and located on a farm 
near Ely, Linn county, where Mr. Brackett 
followed farming until 1860, when he re- 
moved to Mt. Vernon. Before he came to 
Towa he was associated with Mr. Tomlinson 
in bridge building, and later engaged in con- 
tracting and building. Originally he was a 
Whig in politics and later supported the Re- 
publican party. Religiously he was a con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and traternally was connected with 
the Masonic order. He had three children, 
of whom Mrs. Neff is the oldest. (2) Ed-. 
gar T., a resident of Saratoga Springs, New 
York, and a state senator, married Fimma 
Corliss, a niece of the great engine manu- 
facturer, and they have one son, Charles 
W. (3) Clara A. married William Smith, 
who died in August, 1899. leaving one child, 
Elizabeth. Mrs. South resides at the old 
Brackett homestead in Mt. Vernon. The 
progenitor of the Brackett family in Amer- 
ica was Captain Richard Brackett, who was 
born ia Scotland in r610. It has always 
been a very patriotic and loyal fanuly, and 
was well represented in the Revolutionary 
war. the war of 1812 and the Civil war. 
Mrs. Neff’s uncle, John A. Brackett. was an 
afficer in the Elsworth Avengers. He was 
wounded on the first dav of the battle of 
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Gettysburg and laid on the battle-field for 
three days before being found. He lived 
several days after being picked up, but never 
recovered, 

AIr. and Mrs. Neff are the parents of 
three children: (1) Fred, born January 27, 
1870, 1s engaged in the undertaking business 
ut Cedar Kapids, and is a member of Star 
ot the West Lodge, K. P., and several other 
traternal orders of that city. He was mar- 
ried, October 3, 1893, to Miss Nettie Tur- 
ner, a native of Cedar Rapids, and they have 
one child, Howard E., horn January 1, 1896. 
(2) Charles William, born in Mt. Vernon 
August 2, 1872, is a registered embalmer and 
funeral director of that place, and is a mem- 
ber of Star of Bethlehem Lodge, No. 3, K. 
P., and the Modern Woodmen of America. 
He was married, January 17, 1898, to Miss 
Nellie Shantz, also a native of Mt. Vernon, 
and they have two children, Alta and Dor- 
othy. (3) Elizabeth, born in Mt. Vernon 
September 22, 1885, is at home with her 
parents, 

In his political views Mr. Neff is a Re- 
publican, and in his social relations is also a 
member of Star af Bethlehem Lodge, No. 
3, K. P., and the Legion of Honor, while 
his wife is a member of the Rathbone Sis- 
ters and the Methodist Tpiscopal church. 
They are held in the highest respect hy all 
who know them and enjoy the hospitality 
of the best homes of Mt. Vernon. 





BERRY RICE EL. 


The subject of this biography is one of 
the honored sous of Ohio and a distinguished 
Jawyer of Cedar Rapids—a member of the 
well-kuiown firm of Rickel, Crocker & Tour- 
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tellot. He was born in Riehland county, 
Ohio, August 16, 1835, and is a son of Sam- 
uel and Barbara (Sinith) Rickel, both na- 
ives of Bedford county, Pennsylvania. The 
Rickel family is of German extraction, the. 
first to come to America being Henry Rickel, 
of Franktort-on-the-Main, who emigrated i, 
the seventeenth century and settled in New 
York state. Representatives of this family 
bore a prominent part in the alfairs of the 
colonies and several participated in the Rey- 
olutionary war, among them being a great- 
uncle of our subject who was killed in the 
battle of Brandywine. Our subject’s ma 
ternal grandmother was a Miss Walters, 
whose tainily came to this country from Hol- 
land and were among the Duteh land owners. 
ol New York state in early davs. On the 
Maternal side his ancestors were from Sax- 
ony, Germany, and were also pioneers of 
America. His grandmother on his ma- 
ternal side was a Miss Cleve. of an. English. 
tanily. 

During his youth Samuel Rickel, the fa- 
ther of our subject, learned the trade of a 
calbinetmaker, and he continued to follow 
that occupation throughout the greater part 
of his lite. In 1839 he removed from Mans- 
held, Richland county, Ohio, to Springfield, 
Sangamon county, Illinois, the latter place 
being a small town at that time. There 
he followed his trade for a few years, and. 
then came northward to Galena, Illinos, 
which was the leading town of the west at 
that time, it being the place where the po 
neers of Towa secured their supplies beiore 
crossing the prairies of this state, and also 
timber from the northern pineries. In 1849 
ATr. Rickel removed his family to Elkader, 
Clayton county, Iowa, which was then 4 
village of hetween two and three hundred, 
inhabitants. There he established a shop. 
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and witly the assistance of our subject manu- 
factured most of the furniture used by the 
early settlers of that section for many miles 
around. He died at West Union, Iowa, in 
1876, and his widow still makes her home 
there at the age of elghty-nine years—a hale 
and hearty old lady, who possesses her men- 
tal faculties unimpaired, and can walk as 
far and easily as a woman of halt her age. 
In their family were six children, namely: 
Henry, our subject; Elizabeth, widow of N. 
S. Fisk. and a restdent of Wolf Creek, \Wis- 
const; Sophrowa, wie of Amos \Vhite, of 
West Union. Jowa; and Esther, Alice and 
Emma, all deceased. 

Mr. Rickel, af this review, was given the 
name ot Henry, it having been a fanuly name 
for centuries. He began his education in a 
log school house in Sangamon county, Ili- 
nois, taught by an old-time pedagogue, who 
wore a blue coat with brass buttons, and had 
a strap which he never suffered to “get 
rusty” from lack of use. At \West Union, 
lowa, he attended a select school for 2 time. 
kept by Prof. J. E. Cooke. a noted educator 
of that day, and while there learned the 
cabinetmaker's and wood-turner’s trades, at 
Which he heeame an expert, 

Mr, Rickel continued to work at. his 
trade until 1836. In 1857 he engaged in the 
hardware business at West Union and later, 
In connection with D. G. Huffman, he em- 
barked in the book and stationerv business 
under the firm name of Rickel & Huffman. 
an carried on a wholesale establishment at 
McGregor, and a retail store at West Union. 
Jowa. This business Was continued until 
i860, whet Mr. Iickel aiid three other 
Pong men went to Pike’s Peak with teams, 
Deing thirty days on the road. After pros- 
Pecing for a time, and Anding that there 
Was nothing to be gained there in placer min- 
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ing, they returned home, visiting several In- 
cian tribes and enjoying a number of buffalo 
hunts on the way. 

Mr. Rickel next took up the study of law 
with Hon. L. L. Ainsworth, later a mem- 
ber, 1862, when he and his preceptor raised 
tion for the legal profession until Septem- 
her. 1862, when he and his perceptor raised 
a company, which was mustered into the 
United States service at Davenport as Com- 
pany C, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, with Mr. 
Aisworth as captain and our subject as 
heutenant. This regiunent did duty on the 
frontier among the Sioux Indians along the 
upper Missouri. On account of ill health 
Mr. Rickel resigned in June, 1864. Before 
lis enlistment he assisted in raising twelve 
companies. He possesses a great deal of 
personal magnetism, which made him a 
splendid recruiting officer. 

Upon hts return home Mr. Rickel re- 
sumed the study of law under Judge Me- 
Clintock, of West Union, and on his admis- 
sion to the bar 1 1866 formed a partner- 
ship with him, which lasted unttl 1872, al- 
though in 1870 our subject and W. V. Allen 
had established a branch office at Favette, 
Iowa, the latter being now United States 
senator from Nebraska. In 1878 Mr. Rickel 
came to Cedar Rapids, and became associated 
in practice with A. R. West and A. V. East- 
man under the firm name of Rickel, West & 
JSastmman. Two vears later when Mr. West 
left the city. Hon. John T. Stoneman. after- 
ward superior judge, became a member of 
the firm and the name was changed to Stone- 
man. Rickel & Eastman. This partnershtp 
was later dissolved, and in 1884 Mr. Rickel 
formed a partnership with E. H. Crocker 
under the firm name of Rickel & Crocker, 
which connection was continued until April 
r, 1901, when P. \W. Tourtellot was taken 


262 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


iito the frm. They are numbered among 
the leading attorneys of the city and enjoy 
a large practice. Mr. Rickel is also inter- 
ested in business enterprises. In 1894 on 
the organization of the Cedar Rapids Candy 
Company as successors to the Buchanan 
Candy & Fruit Company, he was elected 
president and still holds that position. They 
are manufacturers and jobbers of candies, 
which they sell throughout Iowa, IJJinois, 
Minnesota and South Dakora, keeping six 
traveling salesmen constantly on the road, 
and employing trom sixty-five to ninety peo- 
ple in their factory. He is also interested in 
various mining interests in Colorado, and is 
president of the Valley Mining Company of 
Custer county, Colorado. 

On the r4th of October, 1837. Mr. Rickel 
Was united in marriage with Miss Susan 
Brown, a native of Yates county, New York, 
and a daughter of Oliver A. Brown and 
Susan Brown, of Fayette county, Iowa. Mrs. 
Rickel is president, and has been for a num- 
ber of vears, of the board of management of 
the Home for Aged Women of Cedar Rap- 
ids, and to her efforts is largely due the suc- 
cess of that noble charity. 

Mr. ane Mrs. Rickel are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and fraternally 
he is connected with the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows. He is a Republican in 
politics, and served as mayor of West Union, 
Jowa, for several years, and as a member 
of the Seventeenth General Assembly, but 
outside of these offices he has never been pre- 
vailed upon to accept political preferment. 
l-or many years he has been active in pro- 
moting temperance reform in Jowa; has de- 
Iivered many lectures on the subject in 
northern Iowa. and has taken an active part 
in enforcing the prohibitory law. Asa citi- 
zen he is ever ready to discharge anv cuties 


which devolve upon him, and his honor- 
able and well spent life has gained for him 
the confidence and respect of all who know 


hum. 
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JOHN ™. SMITH. 


For many vears this gentleman has heen 
engaged in the real estate business in Jones, 
Cedar and Linn counties and other parts of 
the state, and is accounted one of its most 
honorable and upright business men. He 
was born in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, 
December 30, 1826, a son of James and 
Matilda (Shade) Smith. The father was a 
native of Lebanon county, that state, where 
he spent ‘almost his entire life in Lycoming 
county, dying there at the age of eighty- 
tour years. He was a shoemaker hy trade 
aud followed that occupation for 2 great 
many vears, but afterward engaged in rarnt 
ing. In polities he was a Demverat, but 
never cared for official honors, though he was 
a pubhe-spirited man, who advocated all thar 
tended to public improvement. The mother 
of our subject died in 1852, at the age of 
fifty-three years, shortly after visiting her 
sons in Jowa. She was born near Lock 
Haven, Clinton county, Pennsylvania, and 
remained there until her marriage. She was 
a devout member of the Methodist church 
and a constant attendant upon its Services. 
In her family were eight children of whom 
our subject is the only survivor, although 
all grew to man and womanhood with the 
exception of one who died in infancy. One 
son. James C. Sinith, was a Methodist mur 
ister ancl was presiding elder in St. Louis tor 
three years, his death occurring at the age 
of forty-two. He was well known in Lint 
county and throughout this state. 

John M- Smith was reared near his birth: 
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place and attended the common schools of 
his native state. The knowledge there ac- 
quired was ereatly supplemented by home 
study as he was a greal lover of hooks. 
From early bovhood he has made bis own 
way in the world, and during Ins youth 
learned the clothing business, but las never 
followed the same since attaining man’s es- 
tate. He first came to Iowa in 1849, but 
after a vear spent in this state returned to 
Pennsylvania, and did not locate permanent- 
ly here until 1852. for a time he made his 
home in Maquoketa. Jackson county, where 
he followed various occupations, anc then 
removed to Wryoning, Jones county, erecting 
the lirst louse at that place, but as the rail- 
road was nut Inult through there as soon as 
he expected. he sold out, and after a short 
time spent tn .\naimosa, came to Marion, 
Linn county. where le lived until 1892, when 
he removed to INenwood Park—his present 
home. Tfere he purchased a number of vil- 
lage lots, whieh he has since sold, but still 
has large property interests in Marion, Ken- 
wood and elsewhere in this and other states. 
Throughout his active business life he has 
heen a real estate dealer, buying and selling 
not only city property, but also farm lands. 
He has built a commodious and pleasant 
residence for himself on First avenue, Ken- 
wood: Park, 

On the 18th of October, 1&51, at Free- 
port, Pennsylvania, Mr, Smith wedded Miss 
Mary J. Morehead, a native of Butler county, 
that state, and a daughter of J. M. and 
Anna (Graham) Morehead, and grand- 
laughter of David and Martha (Stanley) 
Morehead, who spent their entire lives in 
Pennsylvania. The father, who was en- 
gaged in general larming, died at the age of 
seventy-seven years, and the mother passed 
‘Way at the age of ferty-nine. Mrs. Smith 
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is the oldest of their eight children, six of 
whom are still living. Her maternal grand- 
father, Joseph Graham, was a native of 
Scotland, and at an early day came to the 
United States and located in Pennsylvania, 
which was then but sparsely settled. There 
he spent the remainder of his lite. His wife 
bore the maiden name of Mary Ralston. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born two 
children: Sarah M., born in Maquoketa, 
Iowa, in 1852. died at the age of nine years. 
Oscar M., born in \WWyoming, Jones county, 
July 17, 1857, is traveling and is now in 
Montana. He married Einma Bennett, a 
native of Mechanicsville, lowa, who died at 
that place April 21, 1896. She was a lady 
of more than ordinary intelligence, a devoted 
wife and a kind and loving mother, ancl was 
dearly loved by all who knew her on account 
of her strength of character and Christian 
spirit. She is therefore greatly missed by a 
large circle of friends. She left one child, 
J. Bennett, who was born October 6, 1888, 
at Marion, and now makes his home with 
his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs, Smith. 

Our subject gives lis political support to 
the Republican party, and 1s now serving as 
councilman of the village of Kenwood Park, 
which position he has filled with credit to 
himself and to the entire satisfaction of his 
constituents for several years. Socially he 
is a mentber of the Independent Order ot 
Odd Fellows, and religiously holds member- 
ship in the Methodist chureh, while his wite 
is a member of the Episcopal church. 


Oo? 


LASVRENCE GILCHRIST. 


Prominent among the active andl enter- 
prising citizens of Center Point ts tls weil- 
known lumber dealer, who has successfully 
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engaged in that line of business for twenty 
years. A native of Linn county. he was 
born in Grant township January 31, 1858, 
and is a son of Corydon Gilchrist, whose 
birth occurred in Oswego, New York, in 
1529. His paternal grandfather, Daniel M1. 
Gilchrist, was born in Nova Scotia in LOO, 
of Scotch ancestry, the family being founded 
there at an early day by Scotch emigrants. 
About 1838 he removed to Illinois, and was 
one of the early settlers of De Nall county, 
where he opened upa farm. There Corydon 
Gilchrist grew to manhood, and in 1856 
came to Linn county, Iowa, locating in what 
is now Grant township, where he became the 
owner of a fne farm of three hundred and 
twenty acres. In connection with the Opera- 
tion of his land he also carried on the lum- 
ber business at Walker for some vears, and 
was one oF the well-to-do and prosperous citi- 
zens of Ins community. He was a stanch 
Demvucrat in politics, and filled various pul- 
lic positions of honor and trust. serving as 
county supervisor for a number of years. In 
Linn county he married Margaret Davis, a 
native of Illinois, and a daughter of Will- 
lam Davis, who was a pioneer of the Prairie 
state, and came to this county about 1840. 
she died in 1863, and her husband, who 
long survived her, passed awzy in 1893. 
Lawrence Gilchrist was reared to man- 
hood upon the home farm, and his primary 
education. acquired in the country schools, 
was supplemented by four terms’ attendance 
at Cornell College, Mt. Vernon. He early 
became familiar with the lumber business 
while working in his father’s yard at Walicer. 
In 1881 he purchased the lumber yard at 
Walker ia connection with Mr. C. G. Git- 
chell, where they were engaged in business 
for nine years, as dealers in lumber and 
building material. Jn 18a the firm pur- 


chased the luntber yard at Center Point, 
which Mr. Gilchrist has since conducted 
with good success, having built UP ani ex- 
cellent trade, which is constantly increasing: 
In 1890 the firm dissolved partnership, since 
which time Mr. Gilchrist has remained alone. 

In this county Mr. Gilchrist was mar 
ried, in June, 1900, to Miss Carrie Vinton, 
who was born near Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
but was reared and educated in Linn county, 
Jowa, her family having located here in 1874. 
For about ten vears prior to her marriage 
she successfully engaged in teaching school, 
Her father, Jolin Vinton, purchased a farm 
in Jackson township, and became one of the 
substantial men of that locality. He died 
about 1898, but bis wife still survives him 
aud resides on the old homestead. 

Although reared a Democrat Mr. Gil- 
christ is a stanch supporter of the Republican 
party. He has served as a member of the 
village board, and has always taken a deep 
and commendable interest in public affairs. 
Fraternally he is a prominent member of 
Center Point Lodge, F. & A. M., of which 
he is past master, and whieh he had repre- 
Sented in the grand lodge of the state. He 
has also filled the chairs of the Odd Fellows 
Lodge and the Knights of Pythias fraternity, 
to which he belongs. He is quite popular 
both in business and social circles, and is a 
man highly respected and esteemed by all 
who know him. Mrs. Gilchrist is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


OS OH -—____——_- 


JOHN ELLISON. 


John Ellison, deceased, was for half a 
century one of the most enterprising and 
successful farmers and stock dealers ot Linn 
township. His possessions were all acquired 
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through his own well-directed efforts, and 
as the result of lis consecutive endeavor he 
necame one Of the most substantial and 
wealthy citizens of his conmnunity. He was 
born in Ulster, county Tyrone, Ireland, 
March 14, 1825, and was a son of William 
and Mary Ellison, natives of the same coun- 
try, where both died when comparatively 
young. By occupation the father was a 
farmer. In his family were eleven children, 
nine sons and two daughters, of whom six 
are still living: William and Joseph, both 
residents of Ireland; Tames and David, of 
California; Mrs. Matilda Campbell, of Indi- 
ana; and Stewart, of Lisbon, Iowa. 

It was in 1845 that John Ellison bade 
good-bye to home and friends in the Em- 
erald Island and came to the United States. 
He spent four years in Baltimore, Maryland, 
where he was employed as a stage driver, 
and then came to Linn county, Iowa, locat- 
ing on the military road in Linn township, 
where he took up one hundred and sixty 
acres of government land on section 25, 
which he at once commenced to improve and 
cultivate. To this property he added from 
time to lume until at one time he was the 
owner of eleven liindred acres of land, 
though at the time of his death he had sold 
a number of small farms to his children 
which he had improved. He also had large 
property interests in Jones county, owning 
one-third of all the buildings in the village 
of Martelle, including four stores and the 
hotel at that place. At his death each of 
his daughters obtained eighty acres of the 
home place and other farms, while the widow 
retained one hundred and sixty acres. 

On the 3d of July, 1851, Mr. Ellison 
Was tuted in marriage with Miss Rachel 
R. Curtis, a native of Belmont county, 
Ohio. and a daughter of Elisha and Frances 
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(Scott) Curtis. His father was born in 
Virginia, and at an early day removed to 
3elmont county, Ohio, where he followed 
farming for some years. When Mrs. Elli- 
50 was about a year old her father removed 
with his family to Washington county, the 
same state, and in 1849 came to Linn coum- 
ty, Iowa, purchasing land in Linn township, 
on which he made his home until his death 
in 1881, when he was about seventy-nine 
His wife survived him and 
In their family were ten 


years of age. 
died in 1889. 
children, | 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellison became the par- 
ents of eleven children. all born in Linn 
county. Nine of the number are still living 
and reside within a radius of four miles of 
the old homestead. In order of birth they 
were as follows: (1) James, a farmer by 
occupation, married Hannah Ray, and died 
in August, 1876. Their only child died in 
infancy. (2) Elisha Franklin, a farmer ot 
Jones county, Iowa, married Atle Hunter, 
who died March 24, 1889, leaving six chil- 
dren, George, William, Walter, Cora, 
Myrtle and Annie. For his second wite he 
married Sadie Paul. His farm consists of 
one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
Greenfield township, Jones county. (3) 
Charles, a farmer, married Ellen Boone, 
and she died four months after their mar- 
riage, and for his second wite he married 
Jane Boone, sister of his first wite. se 
is now a resident of Martelle. Iowa. He 
died December 12, 1900. (4) Joseph, a 
farmer of Nebraska. married Lucy Wilton 
and they have four children, Otis, Orpha, 
Ogle and an infant. (5) Huldah is the wite 
of Joseph Kohl, a railroad employe ot Mar- 
telle, and thev have one child. Ethel. (6) 
Mary R. is the wife of Frank Boxwell. ot 
Martelle, a son of William Boxwe.l. and 
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they have four children, Vertis and Virgil, 
twins, Hazel and Jessie. (7) Nancy is the 
wiie of Jasper E. Wood, who has a farm of 
ninety-eight acres in Linn county, and to 
them have been boern four children. Nellie, 
John, Herbert and Ruth. (8) Linnie is the 
wife of John Moon, a farmer of Franklin 
township, and thev have two children, Oscar 
and Freda Alpha. (9) John. who re:ides on 
a part of the farm in Linn township whieh 
his maternal grandfather owned, married 
Daisy Joslin and they have one child, Cecil. 
(10) Clara is the wife of Frank Mevers. a 
farmer of Linn township, and they have two 
children, Alta and Vernie. (11) Bertie is 
the wife of George Joslin, who resides on 
the old homestead in Linn township, and 
they have one child, Sylvia. Since her hus- 
band’s death Mrs. Ellison has made her 
home in Martelle, Jortes county, where she 
owns considerable property. 

During his early residence here Mr. Eli- 
son was pronunently the 
growth and development of this county, and 
aided materially in transforming its wild 
lands into highly cultivated farms. In 1389 
he recrossed the Atlantic and. visited the 
home of his youth. After a long, busy and 
useful life he passed away August 17. 1899, 
honored and respected by all who knew him. 
He had been ill for nearly three vears. In 
politics he was a Democrat. but he never 
cared for official henors. Jn his native land 
he held membership in the IEpiscopal church, 
but after coming to this country identified 
hinself with the Preshyterian church, and 
Was a true ane earnest Christian gentleman, 
who commanded the respect anc contidence 
of his fellow citizens in 


identifted with 


a marked degree, 
In business affairs he prospered, but con- 
ducted all transactions on the SITIefest orii- 


ciples of honesty and integrity. Certainly 
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the record of such a life is well Worthy of 
perpetuation and deserves an honored place 
in the history of his adopted county, 


$9, 
GEORGE W. HOGLE, M..D. 


Dr. George W. Hogle is a successiy! 
physician of Mt. Vernon, who has much 
natural ability, but is withal a close student 
and believes thoroughly in the maxim “there 
13 no excellence without labor’? His devo- 
tton to the duties of his profession there- 
fore, combined with a coniprehensive under- 
standing of the principles of the science of 
medicine, has made him a most successful 
and able practitioner, whose prominence is 
well deserved. 

The Doctor was born in Scott county, 
Towa, November 18. 1860. 2 son of Enoch 
and Isabella (Winey) Hogle, natives of 
New York and Pennsylvania, respectively. 
His parents came to this state when young, 
and met and were married at Allen’s Grove, 
Scott county, in 1855. After residing in 
that county for a number of years, they re- 
noved to Clinton county, Iowa, in 1866, and 
the father purchased a tract of raw prairie 
land near Big Rock, to the improvement and 
cultivation of whicl he devoted his energies 
for ten vears. He next resided near Vail, 
Crawford county, Iowa, until January. 1891, 
when he came to Mt. Vernon, and now 
makes his home near his son’s sanitarium. 
He has retired from active labor and is en 
joving a well-earned rest. Religiously hes 
a consistent member of the Methodist lepis- 
copal church. In his family were nine chik 
dren of whom two died in infanev. The 
others were as follows: Mary E. married 
W. FH. Andre and died in Mt. Vernon m 


; 
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1899 ; Jemima is the wife of Richard M. 
Botts, who lives near Neligh, Nebraska ; 
George is next in order ot birth: Anna 1s 
the wife of H. L. Streby, a tarmer of Mt. 
Vernon; Isaac W. married Marian Dickson, 
of Cedar Falls, and resides near Bishop, 
California. [le is a registered pharmacist; 
Herhert S. married Lizzie Whitcomb and 
lives in Mt. Vernon; Burton \WV. died at that 
place in 1897; and Stella May is the wite 
of Merton Kepler, a farmer living west of 
Mt. Vernon. 

Dr. Hogile obtained lis ptimary eluca- 
tion in the district schools of Clinton and 
Crawford counties, and attended the public 
schools of Vail for a time. In the fall of 
i882 he entered Cornell College. of Mt. Ver- 
non, where he was a student for four years, 
and on leaving that institution received a 
diploma from the engineering department. 
He next entered the medical department of 
the Miami University of Ohio, where he was 
graduated with the degree of M. D. in 1891, 
ind immediately entered upon the practice 
of lis profession at Mt. Vernon, Iowa. In 
1894 he went abroad to further perfect him- 
self in his chosen profession, and while there 
renewed his acquaintance with Dr. Kate A. 
Mason, whom he had formerly met at Mt. 
Vernon, and who had also gone to Europe 
to study medicine. They were married in 
London, England. October 13. 1894, and 
both took a course in the London Post 
Graduate School, returning to Mi. Vernon 
i December of that year. Since then thev 
have heen actively engaged in the practice 
Of their profession here, and for a time also 
conducted a pharmacy in connection with his 
rather, I. W. Hogle, which partnership 
Continued until 1898. In June. 1900, Dr. 
Hogle bought and rebuilt an elegant home at 
the corner of First and Fourth streets, and 
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here conducts a private hospital and sani- 
tarium, known as the Palatine Hospital and 
Sanitarium. It has been fitted up in the 
most approved manner, being supplied with 
all modern conveniences for the practice of 
medicine and. surgery, is heated by steam and 


lighted by gas, there being a plant for this 


purpose in connection with the building. 
They have heen most successful in the treat- 
iment of cases brought to them, and their 
sanlitarium has already won a wide-spread 
and enviable reputation. 

Dr. George W. Hogle makes a specialty 
of the diseases of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat, and holds a certificate from Kings 
College, London. He is a member of the 
Towa State Medical Association and the 
lowa Union Medical Association, and 1s now 
a member of the committee on necrology. 
Socially he is a member of Mt. Vernon 
Lodge, No. 112, F. & A. M., and religiously 
js a member of the Methodist church, of 
which he is now a trustee. . He finds no 
time to devote to political affairs, but his 
sympathies are with the Prohibition party, 
and he always supports that ticket. 


———_4>o—__ = - 


KATE ANNA MASON HOGLE, M. D. 


In the last few years women have be- 
come yery active in business affairs and 
many of them have become deservedly prom- 
inent in professional circles. Among these 
is Dr. Kate A. Mason Hogle, of Mt. Ver- 
non, who is a native of this county, her birth 
having occurred at Marion, August 9, 1859. 
Her father, Levi H. Mason, was born in 
New York, and when a young man came to 
Linn county, Towa. He was twice mar- 
ried, his first wife being Miss Eunice Ann 
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Smith, and by that union were the following 
named children: Emily A. wife of John 
W. Coombes, of Whitman, Nebraska; Laura 
M., who married William D. Brown and died 
at Rosehill, near Wiohita, Kansas, in L884 ; 
and Gertrude A. who married Cyrus H. 
Aiken, of Louisburg, Kansas, and died in 
1880. Near Mt. Vernon, Iowa. in 1856, 
Mr. Mason was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary Ide, a native of Massachusetts, 
who was then-teaching school in this county. 
They made their home at Marion until LSG6O, 
while Mr. Mason served as sheriff of the 
county, and then removed to Mt. Vernon. 
During the Civil war he enlisted as quarter- 
master in the Thirtv-first Jowa Volunteer 
fntantry, and was taken ill during the siege 
ot Vicksburg. Ile was brought home but 
His wife 
still survives him and resides. three-fourths 
eta mile south of Mt. Vernon. They were 
the parents of the following-named children: 
Carrie, wife of H. T. Moen. of Rosehill, 
Kansas; Nate A., of this sketch: Homer Bing 
who died at the age of two vears; and Levi 
H.. who died at the age of three months. 
The Mason famtly was founded in America 
by foln Mason. who lived in New York 
prior to 1800, having emigrated to this coun- 
trv from Ireland. 

Dr, Nate A. Mason Hogte acquired her 
‘arly education at her mother’s knee. The 
latter had been a successful teacher. having 
been educated at the State Normal School 
i Westheld. Mussachusetts. Later the 
Doctor attended Cornell College, where she 
was graduated in 1882, with the degree of 
A. B.. andl then entered the Woman's Medj- 
eal College of Chicago, which is now a part 
of the Northwestern University. and from 
which she was graduated in £885. with the 
degree of M.D. She received the appoint- 


clted the night after his arrival. 


nent as house plivsician at the Hospital jor 
Women and Children, as the result. of a 
competitive examination, and remained there 
six months. She was next engaged in prac- 
tice at Wellington, Kansas, for two years, 
aud i 1889 opened an office in Mt. Vernon, 
Towa, where she has since engaged in prae- 
ce with marked success. In 1891 she took 
a post-graduate course at the Polyelinic in 
New York city, and then returned to Mt 
Vernon, but in 1894 went to [europe to con- 
tinue ‘her studies. She attended lectures at 
the University of Zurich, Switzerland: also 
took up ehinical work at Berlin, Germany; 
and a post-graduate course in London, Eng- 
land. While at the last named place she 
gave her hand in marriage to Dr. George 
Fogle, of Mt. Vernon. Iowa, as stated in the 
preceding sketch. Since their return to 
this country they have continued practice at 
Mt. Vernon. They have one son, Berton 
Mason, born May 6, 1899. 

Dr. Kate A. Mason Hogle is a member 
of the State Medical Society and the Dis- 
trict Medical Society, and is one of the 
ablest lady physicians engaged in practice in 
this state, having not only taken a thorough 
course of study in this country, but the year 
in Europe was well spent. She belongs to 
the Engleside Club and the Woman’s keliet 
Corps of Mt. Vernon, and is an active mem 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
the Home and Foreign Missionary Societies 
connected with the same. 


MICHAEL L. HEALY. 


Since 1877 this gentleman has been at 
honored resident of Cedar Rapids and for 
hiteen vears he has efficiently served ap 
deputy United States marshal in what 13 
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now known as the Cedar Rapids division of 
the northern <listrict of Lowa, comprising 
fourteen counties. He was born in Latay- 
ette, Wisconsin, April 9, 1855, and is a son 
of P. F. Healy, a native of Ireland, who 
came to this country when a young man and 
located in Cazenovia, New York, where he 
learned the tailor’s trade, which he tollowed 
for many vears. His last days were spent 111 
retirement from active business on a sinall 
farm in Wisconsin, where he died in 1893, 
at the age of seventy-three years. Te was 
rather an unassuming man, who gave strict 
attention to his own affairs. In New York 
he married Miss Frances Alonahan, who 
was also born in Ireland, in 1831, and was 
only eight vears old when brought to Amer- 
ica by her parents. the family locating in 
New York, where her father followed the 
carpenter's trade. She still survives her hus- 
band. In their tamily were nine children, 
allof whom reached maturity. namely : John, 
a resident of New York: Mrs. Catherine 
Enright, of Walworth county, Wisconsin; 
Michael L., our subject; Thomas I’., de- 
ceased; Mrs. Walter Sutliff, of Chicago; 
Mrs. John .\. Lessner, also of Chicago; 
Martin P., who died in Cedar Rapids in 
1899; Margaret. who is living with her 
mother in Wisconsin; and fames A., of Ha- 
vana, North Dakota. The children were all 
educated in the public schools of \Wisconsin. 

Michael L. Healy left school at the age 
of sixteen years and began his business 
career, following various occupations until 
he secured a position as traveling salesman 
Jor a hardware firm, his territory being Wis- 
consin and Michigan. Later he engaged in 
ralroad construction, and though he started 
asa boy he rapidly advanced to the posi- 
ane of foreman. When only eighteen years 
Ol age he assisted in building the road from 





Clinton to Dubuque for the Chicago. Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Companv. He 
first came to Cedar Rapids in 1873, and 
while here he determined that whenever he 
decided to settle down 1n life he would make 
this city his home. Accordingly after his 
marriage, in 1877, he located here and se- 
cured employment in the packing house of 
The T. M. Sinclair & Company, but  re- 
mained with that firm only a short tine. He 
next entered the employ of Gabriel Carpen- 
ter, now deceased, as a general worker, and 
was with him three years, Since then his at- 
tention has been mainly cevoted to his pub- 
lic duties, though for a number of years he 
was engaged in the real estate business. He 
was a promoter of and is a stockholder in 
the Auditorium of Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Healy was married, in Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin, January 3, 1877, to Miss Illa 
B. Bagnell, who was also born in that state 
in 1855. They have one daughter, Nellre 
M., who was born in Cedar Rapids, in June, 
1881, and is a graduate of St. Joseph’s 
Academy of that city. The family are com- 
municants of the Catholic church, and Mr. 
Healv is a prominent member of the Cath- 
olic Order of Foresters, in which he has 
passed through all the chairs, and is now 
state chief ranger of Iowa, Kansas and Ne- 
braska. He is also a member of the Na- 
tional Union of Cedar Rapids. 

After leaving the emplov of Mr. Car- 
penter Mr. Healy accepted a position on the 
police force, and during his connection with 
that department filled every position, being 
chief of police the last year, While mak- 
ing an arrest in 1882 he was wounded, and 
was then given inside work. Later he was. 
made captain, and continued his connection 
with the police department until appointed 
deputy United States marshal in 1886. He 
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was elected constable of Rapids township 
the same year and filled that office eight 
years, when his increasing duties as deputy 
marshal claimed more of his attention an] 
a successor was elected as constable. Polit- 
ically he is a Jacksonian Democrat, and has 
been actively identified with public affairs as 
a party leader, but he has never sought po- 
litical prominence. His official duties have 
been discharged with a promptness and fidel- 
ity worthy of the highest commendation, and 
he has been found true to every trust re- 
posed in him, whether public or pr.vate. He 
has dealt quite prominently in real estate 
and now owns considerable resident property 
in the city. His success in life is due to 
his own unaided efforts, and he has justly 
won the proud American title of a self-made 
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CHARLES P. HUBBARD. 


One of the most progressive. enterpris- 
1g an public-spirited citizens of Cedar Rap- 
ids 1s Charles P. Hubbard of the Hubbard 
Jee Company. He bears in his veins some 
of the best blood of our early colonists, and 
Is IN every way a Splendid type of our best 
American citizenship. The Hubbard fam- 
ly is of German extraction and the name 
was originally spelled Hobert. The gen- 
calogy can be traced hack over one theousane 
years, and the family was founded in Amer- 
let in early colonial days. 

Mr. Hubbard was born on the 27th of 
September, 1846. in West Cununington, 
Massachusetts, of which state his parents, 
Samuel Porter and Venila (Mitchell) Hub- 
bard, were also natives. The father was 
educated in the schools of that state and in 
early life learned the trade of a tanner with 


his father, who was engaged in that business 
in \West Cummington. There Samuel P. 
Hubbard was married and continued to re. 
side until our subject was a year old when 
he removed to Oswego, New York, where 
he followed the same business, making his 
home there until called to his final rest in 
1893, at the age of eighty-four years. His 
Wife survived lint some tine, dying in 
March. 1900, at the age of eighty-six. In 
their family were four children, namely : 
Lucius, who died in Ottumwa, Towa, at the 
age of sixty-five years; Maria, wife of Will- 
tim A. McCarthy. of Oswego. New York; 
Charles P.. of this sketeh: and Helen, also a 
resident of Oswego, New York. 

Charles P. Hubbard acquired his literary 
education in the schools of Oswego, and at 
the age of fourteen years began his business 
career, In 1866 he came to Cedar Rapids 
with a firm representing W. S. Bradley & 
Company, who opened a leather store at this 
place, and he clerked for them one year. At 
the end of that time he went upon the road. 
selling their goods throughout Iowa, and 
remained with the firm as traveling salesman 
for five vears. 

In 1871 Mr. Hubbard became interested 
in the ice business in connection with E. T. 
Hooper. and under the firm name of Hooper 
& Hubbard they carried on business together 
until i882, when the partnership was dis- 
solved and Mr. Hubbard has since beeu 
lone. For a time he did only a retail busi- 
hess, but for the past twenty years has de- 
voted his attention to the wholesale trade 
also, shipping large quantities of ice to Mis- 
sourt anc other southern states, as far as 
New Mexico and Memphis, Tennessee, he- 
siles selling about sixteen thousand tons 
lor use in Cedar Rapids. Te also furnishes 
ice to the Chicago & Northwestern; the 
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul: and the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road Compaiues, furnishing the last named 
about three thousand tons per year for re- 
frigerator purposes mainly. He is a wide- 
awake, energetic business man who owes luis 
success in life to his own well-directed efforts 
and sound judgment in business affairs. 

On the 11th of May. 1869. Mr. Hubbard 
was united in marriage with Miss Martha 
E. Hanney, a native ot Canada, who came 
to Cedar Rapids as a ehild with her mother 
and the Weare and J:ly families, her father 
having died when she was about a year old. 
The city at that time was a mere hamlet, 
and the country round about was all wild 
and unimproved. She made her home with 
Dr. John F. Ely. who is represented else- 
where in this volume, and was educated in 
the schools of Cedar Rapids, after which she 
engaged in teaching for a number of years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard are the parents of 
five children, namely: Lueius Ely. who mar- 
ned [mma Market and is engaged in the 
ice business with his father; Lawrence P., 
who died at the age of two and a halt vears ; 
Chester W.. who was graduated from the 
Cedar Rapids high school. and from the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chi- 
cago, with the class of 1901: Charles M., 
who is in the employ of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad. and 
makes his home with luis parents; and Helen 
Venila, who is attending the Cedar Rapids 
schools. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard are members of 
the Pirst Presbyterian church, and he is also 
connected with the Knights of Pythias tra- 
ternity at Cedar Rapids. In his political 
ifhlianons he is a Republican. but has never 
cated lor the honors or emoluments of pub- 
lie office, preferring ro devote his undivided 
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attention to his business interests. He is, 
however, public-spirited and gives lis sup- 
port to all enterprises which he believes will 
promote the moral, social and material wel- 
fare of the community in which he lives. 


a 
MARCUS M. HALL. 


One of the most enterprising and pro- 
gressive business men of Cedar Rapids 1s 
Marcus M. Hall, a prominent contractor and 
builder, whose office is in the Higley block. 
He is a native of Massachusetts, his birth 
occurring in Worcester, on the 16th of June, 
1850. His father, John 5S. Hall, was born 
in the same city, August 22, 1818, and at- 
tended the common schools of his day, but 
was principally self-educated. For many 
years he was engaged in car building. When 
about thirty-seven years of age he removed 
to Aurora, Illinois, and took charge of the 
passenger coach department of the Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy Railroad shops at that 
place, which responsible position he held for 
a number of years, and was numbered among: 
its honored citizens. Politically he was a 
Republican and religiously a Baptist. He 
died at Aurora. March 7, I1g01, and: there 
his widow still resides. In early life he 
married Miss Abbie B. Hastings, who was 
born in Millbury, Massachusetts, March 20, 
1818, and is of English descent. 

Marcus M. Hall is the fourth in order of 
birth in a family of six children, the others 
being George. who was a soldier of the Civil 
war and was killed in the battle of Stone 
River: Abbie R., wife of Charles Brundage, 
of Lincoln, Nebraska; Mary. wite of W1l- 
hur F. Wheadon. of Van Buren. Indiana: 
Susan M., wife of O. AL. Barth, who 1s en- 
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gaged in the hardware business in Chicago; 
and Myron, who died in early childhood. 
The children were all educated in the public 
schools of Aurora. 

During his boyhood and youth Marcus 
M. Hall attended the high school of Aurora, 
though it was not graded at that time. At 
the age of sixteen years he entered the em- 
plov of the Chicago, Burlington: & Quincy 
Railroad Company as a telegraph operator, 
and in 1869 began work in the construction 
department of the Pullman Car Company, 
becoming an expert workman in his line. 
Later he was with one of the leading con- 
tractors of Chicago, and was emploved on the 
construction of many buildings erected in 
that —_ aiter the great fire of October, 
1871. He continued work there until the 
panic of 1873, when all building was prac- 
tically suspended. Mr. Hall then came to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to superintend the 
finishing of a school building, and from time 
to time has been identified with the building 
interests of this city. He takes only large 
contracts, confining himself wholly to the 
erection of public buildings, and has done 
a large amount of work both in Iowa and 
Minnesota. In business affairs he is ener- 
etic, prompt and notably reliable, and al- 
ways faithfully fulfills his part of any con- 
tract, 

February 11, 1875, Mr. Hall was mar* 
ried in Cedar Rapids to Mrs. Leonora Pres- 
ton, widow of Horace Preston, by whom she 
had two children: Maude, now the wife of 
Charles A. Locke, of Le Mars, [owa; and 
Horace, an engineer on the Missouri, Kan- 
sis & Texas Railroad, with residence at 
Dennison, Texas. To Mr. and Mrs. Hall 
have been born five children, namely: Abbie 
H., a graduate of Coe College and now a 
teacher in the Madison school of Cedar Rap- 
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ids; George L, who is naw taking a classi. 
cal course at Coe College preparatory to fit- 
ting himself for a physician ; Myron M., who 
Was graduated from the Cedar Rapids high 
school, and is now a clerk In las father’ 
othee; Edward J., who will graduate from 
the lugh school in June, 1901; and Marcus 
W., who is a student in the grammar scliool, 
Mrs. Ffall is a leader in the ladies clubs of 
Cedar Rapids and an active worker in the 
Baptist chureh, and the church socicties to 
which she belongs. 

AIr. Hall is one of the prominent Masons 
of Cedar Rapids, hol ding membership in the 
blue lodge, chapter, conmmandery and con- 
sistory, and taking an active part in frater- 
nal work. He served as commander of the 
commmandery in 1895 and 1898, and is a 
standing delegate to the grand commandery 
conclaves. In his political affiliations he is 
a Republican, but has never cared for the 
honors of public office. In mauner he is 
quiet and unassuming, vet he makes many 
iriends, and is held in high regard by all 
with whom he is brought in contact either 
in business or social life. 


CARL H. KRUEGER, 


Carl H. Krueger has for nvany years been. 
prominently identified with the agricultural 
and stock raising interests of Linn township, 
his home heing on section 36. He was born 
at Kloster Dobbertin, Mechlenburg, Schwer- 
in, Germany, April 23, 1849, and is a son 
of Frederick and Frederica (Hahn) Krue- 
ger, who spent their entire lives in that coun- 
try. In early life the father was a coach- 
man, and later was a forester in the employ 
of the government. Our subject is the eld- 





Cc. H. KRUEGER. 
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est ina family of seven children, He re- 
sided at the place of his birth until coming 
to the United States in 1873. and followed 
the occupation of a gardener, 

On the ist of November, 1873. Afr. 
Krueger landed in New York city, and at 
once proceeclert to Michigan City, Indiana. 
where he spent two vears at Varlous oaceu- 
pations. Later he resiled lor a time at La 
Porte, Indiana. and trom there removed to 
Davis Junction, Tlinois, where he engaged in 
dairving for fuur years. The following four 
years were spent in Vinton, Lowa, where he 
followed the same pursuit. and tron that 
place he came to Linn township, this county. 

Mr. Krueger was married, September 
23, 1883. to Miss Sovena Frederick. a daugh- 
ter of William and Elizabeth (\Verner ) 
Frederick, both natives of Pennsylvania, and 
a granddaughter of George Frederick, who 
was horn in Germany and came to America 
The tather was 
bern in Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
January 30, t820, and in early life engaged 
in farming during the summer and in work- 
ig at the cooper’s trade in winter. In 1869 
he came to Linn county, Iowa, and pur- 
chased a tari of eighty-six acres on section 


when a child of four vers. 


36, Linn township, where our subject now 
resides. Tle engaged in general farming and 
stock raising until 1883. when he retired 
from active labor and removed to Lisbon, 
where he died October 21, 1896. He was a 
member of the United Evangelical church, 
and a Republican in polities. His first wife 
lied in the spring of 1878, at the age of 
sixty-tliree years, and he subsequently mar- 
ried Mary A. Huffer, who is still living, and 
Snow the wife of Amos Kahl, of Lisbon. 
By his first marriage Mr. Frederick had three 
children, namely: Thomas, who conducts 


asash, door and blind factory at his birth- 
14 ° 


place in Northampton county, Pennsylvania; 
Sovena, wife of our subject: and Frank W.. 
whose sketch appears on another page of 
this volume. 

After his marriage Mr. Krueger located 
on his father-in-law’s farm on section 36, 
Linn township, consisting of eighty acres, 
and he also operates an adjoining eighty- 
acre tract. He makes stock raising his prin- 
cipal business, however, his specialty being 
thoroughbred Holstein Friesian cattle. Hus 
wife being a farmer's daughter, has always 
taken a delight in tine cattle. and together 
they embarked in the business. They first 
tried common cows for dairying, but soon 
learned that Holsteins were far more proft- 
able, and for the past ten years have kept 
that breed exclusively, having one of the 
finest herds and some of the best individual 
A large number of their 
three 


cows in the state. 
cows are in advanced registry, and 
cows in the herd of 1896 took premiums in 
the competitive test for officially authenti- 
cated records made by the Holstein Friestan 
Association. Mr. Krueger’s stock farm 1s 
conveniently located one and a half miles 
north of Lisbon, on the Chicago & North- 
western Railroad, and five miles south of 
Martelle, on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad. He is a selt-made man 
whose success in life is due to his own 1n- 
dustry, perseverance and good management, 
and he is held in high regard by all who 


know him. 
- — Le 


wit 
LEONIDAS L. WILSON. 


Probably no one in Center Point is more 
widely known or highly esteemed than Dr. 
L. L. Wilson, who has been a resident of 
this county since March, 1855. He was 
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born in Chesterville, \lorrow county, Ohio, 
July 23, 1843, and is a son of Dr. John F. 
Wilson, whose birth oceurred in Emmits- 
burg, Maryland, August 17, 1812. His pa- 
ternal grandfather, Thomas Wilson, was a 
native of County Monaghan, Ireland. and 
was a child when he came to the new world 
with his parents and settled in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. The latter's father owned prop- 
erty in County Monaghan, which he leased 
tor a term of one hundred years on his emi- 
gration to America. 

Dr. Jolin F. Wilson, father of our sub- 
ject, was reared and educated in his native 
state, and on going to Ohio first located in 
Cambridge and later in Chesterville, svhere 
he studied medicine and engaged in practice 
for some years. There he married Miss 
Mary FE. Maxfield, who was born in Fred- 
ericktown, Ohio, in 1818, and was a daugh- 
ter of Dr. Albert Maxfield, the first physi- 
cian of Mt. Vernon, Ohio. In March, less, 
Dr. Wilson came to Linn county, Iowa, and 
resumed practice at Center Point, where he 
soon afterward started a drug store. In 
connection with that business he also en- 
gaged in compounding and manufacturing 
medicines, and continued in active business 
here until his death, which occurred Alay 
To. 1881. His wife passed away July 14, 
1885. 

The subject of this sketch was a lad of 
twelve years when he accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal to this county, and he 
remained with them until reaching man- 
hood, working on the home farm during the 
Ssuummer season and attending the district 
schools through the winter months. When 
the Civil war broke out he joined the boys 
nt blue. enlisting in August, 1862, as a pri- 
vate in Company B, Twentieth Iowa Volun- 


teer Infantry. The first engagement in 
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which he participated was the fight at New. 
tonia, Missouri. Later he took part in the 
battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and the 
siege of Vicksburg. and after the Surrender 
ot the latter place he was in the hattles of 
Yazoo City. Fort Morgan, Fort Blakely and 
Mobile, besides a number of skirmishes, 
Several times his clothes were pierced by 
bullets and his hat was once shiot off, but 
fortunately he was never injured, though 
he received a sunstroke at Vicksburg, and 
was in the hospital at that place after the 
siege. He accompanied his regiment. on 
their removal to New Orleans, but had not 
yet recovered from the effects of the sur 
stroke and was soon sent home on sick leave. 
-\s soon as able he rejoined his command 
at Duvall’s Bluff, Arkansas, and remained at 
the front until the close of the war. He 
was mustered out at Mobile and discharged 
at Clinton, Iowa, in July, 1865. 

On his return home Dr, Wilson took up 
the study of medicine with his father and 
uncle, B. W. Wilson, devoting two years to 
that pursuit. He then became connected 
with his father in the drug business and the 
manufacture of Dr. J. F. Wilson’s Hawk- 
eye State Remedies, which he carried on qu 
extensively for a quarter of a century, at the 
end of which time he sold out. He and his 
father established the first newspaper pub- 
lished at Center Point, which was called The 
Center Point Lotus, the first issue appearimg 
November 15, 1873, but they sold the plant 
at the end of two vears. After selling lus 
drug’ store our subject continued to engage 
in the manufacture of the Dr. J. F. Wilson 
& Company’s remedies, including Iowa linr 
ment, Iowa pain remedy, lung syrup, cholera 
remedy, vegetable anti-bilious pills, and the 
L. L. Wilson’s Columbian electric panacea 
and headache cure, the merits of which have 
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long been known. The Doctor is also tnter- 
ested in breeding and dealing in fancy poul- 
try, and is the inventor of the Wilson, Keagle 
& Company's wharf and Ashing lamp, which 
is a very useful invention. 

At Center Point, January 24, 1867, Dr. 
Wilson married Miss Emma L. Hughes, a 
uative of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
qa daughter of F. F. Hughes, who was born 
at Cape May, New Jersey, and brought his 
family to Iowa in 1857, Mrs. Wilson being 
reared in Benton and Linn counties. By 
this union was born one daughter, Lora E., 
now the wife of W. A. Rogers, a farmer of 
Washington township, this county, and the 
only son of John Rogers, who is now living 
a retired life in Center Point. They have 
two children, Beth E. and Leo J. 

Politically dr. Wilson is a life-long Re- 
publican, having cast his first presidential 
vote ror General U. S. Grant and for every 
presidential candidate of the party since that 
time. He drew up the documents for the 
organization and incorporation of Center 
Point. and has ever taken an active and in- 
fluential part in public affairs. He was a 
member of the first city council, and has 
since served as township clerk. city assessor, 
and school treasurer. He has been a metn- 
ber of the school board twenty vears, and was 
first treasurer and later secretary of the 
same. In I901 he was elected supervisor, 
and 18 now a member of the county board. 
The Doctor is also prominently identified 
with a number of civic societies. He was 
createl a Master Mason at Center Point in 
1865, and is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge at that place, of which he is 
past grand chancellor. He was one of the 
organizers of Dennison Post, No. 244, G. 
ALR. of which he was commander from 


1883 to 188g, and again in régg. and has 
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been a delegate to the state encampments, 
as well as the national encampment at St. 
Paul. Minnesota. He has also been a mem- 
ber of the commander-in-chief’s staff and the 
department commander’s staff; was presi- 
dent of the Twentieth Jowa Veteran Asso- 
ciation: and vice-president and secretary of 
the Linn County Association. Dr. Wilson was 
one of the men who were instrumental in 
getting the right of way for the railroad 
through this county, and as a public-spirited 
progressive man he has taken a very active 
part in advancing those interests calculated 
to prove of public beneft. 


——~#+-@ ——-.— 


RK. K. RANDALL. 


For fourteen years the subject of this 
sketch has been actively identified with the 
building interests of Mt. Vernon, and is one 
of the most skillful carpenters of the place. 
He was born in Bennington county, Ver- 
mont. July 19, 1831, and is a son of Levi 
and Anna (Hurd) Randall, who were born 
in Connecticut but were married in the Green 
Mountain state, where they continued to re- 
side until their removal to Wisconsin in 
i851. One son, A. B. Randall, had taken 
up one hundred and sixty acres of govern- 
ment land near Appleton, and a state claim 
of eighty acres, of which the father pur- 
chased one hundred and twenty acres, and 
in the midst of the forest began to clear and 
improve his farm. There his wife died in 
1862, but he long survived her, passing away 
in April, 1887, at the age of eighty-seven 
years. 

Ty their family were ten children, name- 
iv: Asa B. was married in Vermont to 
Theresa Gridley, and was residing in south- 
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ern Pennsylvania at the time of his death in 
1897; Henry R., now deceased. married. 
Harriet Russell, who died about 1859, and 
for his second wife he wedded Sarah Sair; 
Ransford B. married Sarah A. Smith ancl 
lives on the old homestead at Sand Gate, 
Vermont: Harriet A. is the wife of C. we 
mith, of Sand Gate; Riar H. married Sarah 
A. Prindell and lives in Appleton, Wiscon- 
sin; Levi L.. also a resident of Appleton, 
married first Jennette Gridley and second a 
Mrs. Lampher, both of whom are now de- 
ceased; R. K., our subject, is the next in 
order of birth: Theresa .\. married, first, 
Sherman Morehouse. and second. Jaimes 
Parkhurst and resides in Appleton, \Wiscon- 


sin; Palmer died in 1871. at. the ace of 


twenty-two years: and Flora is the wife of 


George Thompson, of La Junta. Colorado. 

R. K. Randall was reared and educated 
In the county of his nativity, attending the 
aistrict schouls in winter, and cuding in the 
work of 
months. 


the farm through the summer 
In 1851 he removed to Wiscon- 
sin with the family. and assisted his father 
in the arduous task of clearing a tract of 
wild timber Jand and transforming it into a 
good tarm. He was married at Appleton 
om the 24th af June. 1857, to Miss Eliza- 
beth Taylor, who was born in Paisley. Scot- 
land, July 26, 1837, a daughter of James and 
Agnes (McDonald) Taylor, natives of Glas- 
gow and Paisley. respectively. In 183g the 
iamily came to \merica on a Sailing vessel, 
and after six weeks spent upon the water 
landed in’ Montreal. Canada. from whieh 
place they accompanied Mr. Taylor's hrother 
to Hinchinbrook, Canada. near Plattsburg, 
New York. where Mrs, Randall's lather died 
in 1847, at the age of thirty-three years. 
Later the mother married James Small, and 
ced in. April, 1837. By her first marriage 
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she had six children. of wham Mrs. Randall 
is the oldest. Catherine died in Paisley, 
scotland. Agnes was married in New York 
to Isaac Dodds. who died shortly afterward, 
and she later removed to Appleton, Wiscon- 
sm, where she wedded Josiah Plummer, who 
died at Menasha. that state. For her third 
ltushand she married Joseph Sherwood, and 
now resides im Whitehall, Wisconsin. Cath- 
erine wags inarried in -\ppleton to Henry W, 
Stevens. and is new living in Milwaukee. 
Margaret married Albert Converse. of New 
York, and they make their home in Minne-. 
apolis. Minnesota. John is married and lives 
Wt Whitehall. Wisconsin. By lier second 
union the mother had three children. Jessie, 
Mary and Ellen. Mr. and Mrs. Randall 
have three children: May, born August 25, 


i865. 18 assistant cashier in the office of the 
Ema Life Insurance Company, of Chicago; 
Agnes A., born Noventber II, 1868, was 
graduated at Cornell College in vocal and in- 
strumental music, and is now a music teacher 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and organist in. 
the Washington Avenue Methodist Eyns- 
copal chureh; and Olive Edna, bern Octo- 
her 24, Spi, ik engaged im the mulnnery 
susiness with Mary M. Kepler at Mt. Ver- 
non, Jowa. and resides with her parents. 
She was graduated in elocution at Cornell 
College. 

When the Civil war broke out Mr. Ran- 
dall decided to strike a blow for the Union, 
and on the 21st of September, 1861, enlisted 
In Company G, First Wisconsin Cavalry, e 
Appleton, Wisconsin, and on the 3tst of 
October was mustered into service at Rippon, 
that state. It took until the following 
March to recruit the regiment, which was 
completed at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and on 
St. Patrick’s day, 1862, they left for Mis- 
souri, going by train to Alton, I!linois, and 


PMOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





—————— 


by beat to St. Louis, where the regiment 
was mounted. From there by boat they 
went to Cape Girardeau, which was the sup- 
ply post for the command while they were 
on scout duty until May, 1863. During 
this time the regiment was in some pretty 
sharp engagements with General Price. In 
May, 1863. they were transferred to the 
Army of the Cumberland. which had its 
headquarters at Murtreeshoro, under com- 
mand of General Rosecrans. They re- 
mained there until June 17, when a general 
forward movement was made. They drove 
Bragg hack until he crossed the Tennessee 
Our subject's command continued 
to do general seout duty until September, 


river. 


when they crossed the TFennessee river near 
Sand Mountain, and then crossed that moun- 
tam into Dixie Valley, and over Lookout 
Mountain into Chickamauga Vallev. where 
they took part in the famous battle at that 
place on the 19th and 2oth of September, 
1863. After the battle the forces all con- 
centrated at Chattanooga and our subject's 
regiment remained in that vicinity three 
days. and then went to Bridgeport. Alabama, 
for two days. Wheeler having cut off the 
supply train in the rear of the Union army, 
the cavalry force started in het pursuit and 
(rove hin over the Cumberland Mountains, 
through Murfreesboro, middle Tennessee. 
te Mussel Shoals, \labama. the soldiers be- 
ing in the saddle almost constantly for over 
a week, during which time a great many 
horses gave ont. Returning to Winchester, 
‘Tennessee, the regiment to which our sub- 
ject helonged was recruited and then ordered 
east of the Cumberland mountains. They 
=peutt the winter in east Tennessee. and were 
av number of skirmishes with General 
Norrest’s troops, capturing a battery from 
th: enemy at Tazewell. In the spring of 


283 





1864 they joined General Sherman's com- 
mand at Cleveland, near Chattanooga, and 
remained with him until the battle of At- 
lanta. As his term of enlistment had ex- 
pired our subject was mustered out of ser- 
vice at Calhoun, Georgia, October 31, 1864. 
After his return home General Harnder, 
commanding the First Wisconsin Cavalry, 
was ordered by General Wilson to take forty 
picked men and scour the country for Jeff 
Davis. In connection with the Fourth 
Michigan Cavalry, which was sent to his aid 
they captured the president of the Confed- 
eracy near Irwinville, Georgia. 

Returning to his home in Wisconsin, 
Mr, Randall engaged in carpentering and 
contracting there for three years, and then 
removed to Grundy Center, fowa, where he 
was similarly employed for hfteen years. 
In September, 1887, he came to Mt. Vernon, 
where he has engaged in the same business 
ever sitice, assisting in the erection of a large 
number of private residences and public 
huldings at this place. Since casting his 
first presidential vote for General Fremont, 
he has been an ardent supporter of the Re- 
publican party and its principles. Religious- 
lv he is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and socially is connected with W. C. 
Dimmitt Post, No. 400. G. A. R. During 
his residence in Mt. Vernon he has made 
a host of warm friends. and he stands high 
both in business and social! circles. 





GEORGE kK. WENIG. 


This well known stock dealer of Cedar 
Rapids comes from the fatherland and the 
strongest and most creditable characteristics 
of the Teutonic race have been marked ele- 
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ments in his life and have enabled him to 
will success in the face of opposing circum- 
stances. He possesses the energy and deter- 
munation which mark the people ot Germany 
and by the exercise of his powers he has 
steadily progressed, and has not only wor 
a handsome competence but has commanded 
universal respect by his straightforward busi- 
ness methods. | 

Mr. Wenig was born in Saxony, Ger- 
many, July 23, 1842, and is a son of Chris- 
tian and Margaret (Heller) Wenig, who 
spent their entire lives in that country. The 
father was a mechanic and was emploved tn 
a tactory there. lor scme time he was 2 
soldier in the German army. He was born 
in 1811, and died about 1867. In his fam- 
ily were five children, four sons and one 
daughter, all of whom reached maturity, 
George K.. the subject of this 
sketch; Philip V., whe died in Pleasanton, 
California, in 1900; Margaret, a resident of 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania: Henry, of Chi- 
cago; and Christian, of Germany. They 
were all reared and educated jn Germany, 
and came to this country at different times. 

Our subject is indebted to the public 
Schools of his native jand for his educational 
privileges. In early life he Jearned the 
butcher's trade, and remained at home until 
twenty years of age, when he crossed the 
Atlantic and took up his residence jn Balti- 
more, Maryland, where he worked for others 
at lis trade for a few years. He sihse- 
quently spent a short time in Lycoming coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, and in 1866 went to Chi- 
cago, where he followed his chosen occupa- 
tion for two years. 

In 1868 Mr. Wenig came to Cedar Rap- 
ids and entered the employ of Kingman & 
Bradley. for whom he worked two winters, 
In 1870 he started in business for himself on 


namely: 
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a small scale, and gradually increased it to 
meet the growing demands of his trade as 
the city increased in population. It was 
a place of only about five thousand inhabit. 
ants when he located here. For eleven Years 
Mr. Wenig was in partnership with Casper 
Schaeffer, who lives on a farm on the west 
side of the river, and was then alone in busi- 
ness until 1897,when he sold his meat market 
to Mr. Fluckeger. He then purchased what 
is known as the Cedar Valley Stock Farm, a 
tract of three hundred and fifty acres on 
sections 17 and 18, Rapids township. particu- 
larly suited for stock raising purposes, and 
te that industry he has since devoted his 
time and attention. He raises fancy stock 
for sale and breeding purposes, making a 
specialty of Shorthorn cattle, all eligible to be 
registered, and in this enterprise he is also 
meeting with marked success. He also de- 
votes considerable attention to breeding 
standard hred horses and has raised some 
very fast animals. He sold recently a horse, 
Algoa Star, with a record of 2:1 134, to Chi- 
cagO parties for six thousand dollars, the 
highest price ever paid for a horse in Cedar 
Kapids. Besides his farm he owns city 
property on A avenue, and the building now 
occupied hy the Preston Shoe Company on 
First avenue. 

Mr. Wenig was married in March, 1871, 
the lady of his choice being Miss Ida Ernst, 
also a native of Germany, who came to Cedar . 
Rapids, when a young lady, and to them have 
been born eight children, namely: Carrie, at 
home; Lizzie, wife of Dr. J. W. Griffith, of 
Cedar Rapids, by whom she has one ise 
George William; Henry, a resident of Cali- 
fornia; and Christian, Birda, Ernest, Helen 
and Carl, all at home. They have attended 
the public schcols of Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Wenig is identified with no political 
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party, but is inclined toward the Democracy. 
At local elections he supports the men whom 
he believes best qualified for office, and has 
never cared for political preferment. He is 
practically a self-educated] man who has ac- 
quired an excellent knowledge by reading in- 
structive literature, and keeps abreast of the 
times by taking many good papers and maga- 
zines. He is a lover of horses and an excel- 
lent judge of the noble steed. His success 
in life is due entirely to his own well-directed 
efforts, indomitable enterprise and good busi- 
ness ability, as he had but little capital on 
landing in this country, and the prosperity 
that has crowned his efforts is certainly well- 
merited. His wife is a member of the 
Lutheran chureh, and he gives liberally to the 
support of church work. 


ROYAL HERBERT HOLBROOK. 


Royal Herbert Holbrook, an expert en- 
gineer, who for ten vears has been connected 
with the Cedar Rapids & Marion Electric 
Railway Company and has had charge of its 
plant since the construction of the road, was 
born in Wonewoc, Juneau county, Wiscon- 
sin, March 25, 1868, and is a son of Austin 
H. and Lavinia De Voe (Huff) Holbrook, 
the former a native of Vermont, the latter 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He and his 
twin brother, Leroy, were the fourth in or- 
der of birth in the family of seven children. 
The latter died in infancy. The mother is 
still living and now males her home in Port- 
land. Oregon, but the father died during the 
childhood of our subject. He was a civil 
engineer hy profession, and in that capacity 
Went to Wisconsin at an early day to stirvey 
the Kickapoo Indian reservation, and from 


that time on made his residence in that state. 
At the time of his death he was conducting 
a general store in Wonewoc, carrying all of 
the various lines of merchanclise. 

The early education of Royal H. Hol- 
brook was obtained in the common schools 
of his native state, and in 1883 he was grad- 
uated from the high school at Wonewoc. 
Subsequently he attended the Normal School 
at Winona, Minnesota, where he was grad- 
uated in 1887, and then engaged in teach- 
ing school for two years. In 1889 he went 
to St. Paul and entered the employ of the St. 
Anthony Hill Electric Light & Power Com- 
pany, with which he was connected until 
coming to Cedar Rapids in September, 1891. 
He assisted in the construction of the place 
of the Cedar Rapids & Marion Electric Rail- 
way, and on its completion took charge of 
the engines, serving as chief engineer since 
1896 in a most capable and satisfactory man- 
ner, but on the 1st of April, 1901, he severed 
his connection with this company and re- 
moved to Ottumwa. Iowa, to become general 
manager of the Ottumwa Electric & Steam 
Company. 

Mr. Holbrook is widely known as a con- 
tributor to the daily papers of Cedar Rapids, 
having written many able articles on literary 
and mechanical subjects, philanthropy, 
charity, etc., and he has creditably filled the 
position of secretary of the local university 
extension for seven years, being practically 
the life of that association. J1e 1s also prom- 
inently identified with the Methodism of the 
state, and takes a deep interest in educational 
matters, having delivered some able ad- 
dresses before Coe College, of Cedar Kapids, 
and Cornell College of Mt. Vernon. He 1s 
an active member of the Jowa Engineering 
Association, the Jowa Elective .\ss cia- 
tion, and is am. associate member of the 


286 


American Society of Civics, with head- 
quarters in New York city. He has done 
considerable as a consulting engineer in 
Cedar Rapids, Marion. Met. Vernon, Charles 
City, Emmetsburg. and other Iowa towns, 
also in INansas City, Missouri, Lansing and 
St. Jolin, Michigan, in surveying about fifty 
mules of railroad. During the ten years of 
Ins residence in Cedar Rapids he has become 
especially well and favorably known and on 
lis removal to Ottumwa left 
iriends here. 


has many 





J. ¥. JOHNSON. 


This well-known retired farmer of Lis- 
bon was bern October 23, 1830. in Thorp, 
Northamptonshire. England. and is a son 
of Thomas and Sarah (Ballard) Johnson, 
the former also a native of Thorp. the latter 
There the father 
was employed as a game keeper until June, 
1845. when he brought his family to Amer- 
ica. They took passage on the Cornelia. a 
sailing vessel, which carried seven hundred 


of Rowell. the same shire. 


and sixty-three passengers. and was seven 
weeks and four days in crossing from Liver- 
pool to New York. during which time they 
encountered a severe storm. One child was 
born during the voyage. while three passen- 
gers ched from smallpox and four from 
other causes. On landing in New York the 
Johnson family took a steamboat up the 
Hudson river to Albany: by canal they pro- 
ceeded to Buffalo. then crossed the lake to 
Ashtabula harbor, and by wagon went to 
Geneva. Ashtabula county. Ohio. where they 
resided for two vears. The father then pur- 
chased two hundred acres of land in Har- 
persheld. that county. and was engaged 
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in dairy farming there for twenty years, 
He then moved to Madison, Lake county, 
Ohio, where he died in 1894. The mother 
ot our subject died in 1892. andl doth were 
burned at Hlarpersfeld. Unto 
born eight children, namely: 


them were 
(1) Richard 
married Eliza Morris, nen deceased, and. 
resided in Harpersfield. When the Civil 
war broke out he enlisted in the Fifteenth 
Ohio Battery. under Captain Burrows, and 
took part in twenty-one battles, being 
wounded several times. He died six weeks 
after his return home from disease brought 
on by exposure. (2) Elizabeth married 
Reily Woodworth. of Harpersfield, Ohio. 
(3) One child died in infanev. (4) John 
V.. our subject. is next in order of birth. 
(5) Benjamin. a resident of Harperslield, 
married. first. Laura Wheeler. and after her 
death Emma Chapman. (6) George mar- 
ried Clara Brakeman and lives in Iarpers- 


held. (7) Emma died at the age of fifteen 
years. (8) Fannie is the widow of Nathan 


Brakeman, who was a soldier in the Cuil 
war, and a resident of Harperstield. Our 
subject had three uncles. George, John an 
William Johnson. who were members of the 
Queen’s Guard in England. 

During his boyhood John V. Johason had 
little opportunity to attend school. At the 
age of eight le commenced work for an old 
lady who owned a dairy farm, where he 
learned the dairy business and the breeding 
of cattle. He remained there until fifteen 
years of age. when he came to America with 
lis parents and settled in Ashtabula county, 
Ohio. At Harpersfield, Mareh 12. 1859. he 
married Miss Kate A. Ingalls. who was born 
In| Franklinville, New York. March 25. 
1839, a daughter of Simeon and Martha 
Ingalls. 

On ‘her mother’s side Mrs, Johnson traces 
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her ancestry hack to her ereat-grandtather, 
Alexander Campbell, a peer of scotland, be- 
longing to the clan of Campbelis. He was 
disinherited for marrying a lrench lady out- 
side the clan peerage. They emigrated to 
this country, where Mrs. Joiinson’s grand- 
mother, Katy Campbell. was born. Her 
brother, John Campbell. while a soldier of 
the war of 1812. was taken prisoner. and 
with four others was confined in a Canadian 
prison at Quebec. It had been decided to 
give thei up to the Indians, who ciaimed a 
portion of the prisoners, they being alles of 
the English, but the prisoners procured an 
old file and every night would sing aloud 
while filing the hars off their prison. The 
night their work was completed they decided 
is escape. as they had been notified that they 
were tu be giver over to the Indians the 
next day fur torture. As thev ali sang the 
highest straius of the hymn called Black- 
burn they broke the bars. By means ot ropes 
made of their hedding they scaled the wall, 
but as the last one came down the rope gave 
way, as there was no One above to hold it 
The others took turns 
In earrving him all night. but at daylight 
he persuaded them to leave him and make 
their escape, being convinced that they would 
all be killed if they remained. They left 
him beside a log, where he was found by a 
farmer, by whom he was saved. Later he 
made his way to the United States. The 
others mace their way southward by night. 
Coming to a swamp at daylight, they ran 
out on a log and jumped into the mud, 
where they buried themselves, all except their 
faces, Iving there all day. They often saw 
the Indians and dogs sent out to capture 
them. but all trace was lost after reaching 
the log. The prisoners were stiff from lying 
im the cold mud and nearly starved. but 


ad he broke his leg. 
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hnally reached the United States tn satiety. 
In after vears, when but two or three of the 
number remamed. they would hold reunions 
and talk over the awful scenes they had 
passed through. 

Ikaty Campbell, the grandmother of Mrs. 
Johnson, married Thomas Denny Storrs, and 
to them were born seven children, five sons 
and two daughters. One was a lawyer and 


‘state senator and the father of Emery A. 


Storrs. a noted lawyer of Chicago; one a 
Japtist minister; one a graduate of the State 
Normal School and a survevor; while the 
other two sons engaged in farming. Only 
one of the number is now living. 

Miss Martha Storrs, the oldest child and 
the mother of Mrs. Johnson, was married, in 
Worcester. Otsego county, New ‘ork, to 
Simeon Ingalls, and in 1829 they removed 
to the western part of that state, where Mr. 
Ingalls bought land. There were no roads 
through the forest, only what was called 
cow paths, while howling wolves and prowl- 
ing bears and panthers made the night 
hideous. They made fearful havoc with the 
stock, often killing or carrying off hogs 
and calves, and the wolves would ratd a 
whole line of habitations. killing hundreds 
of sheep in one night. No man ever went 
to the little town nine miles away or even to 
a neighbor's without carrying lus gun. 
Among the beautiful hills and the sugar 
camps of Cattaraugas county Mrs. Johnson 
spent her early childhood. From New York 
the family removed to Grafton, Ohio, and 
in 1858 went to White county, Tennessee, 
where her father bought land and success- 
fully engaged in farming until the Civil war 
broke out. Being a northern man and a 
strong Unionist, his life was always m dan- 
ger during those trying t’mes, and no words 
ean tell the sufferings such men had to wi- 
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dergo when living in the south. They were 
hunted by guerrillas and rebels, and their 
houses were often robbed of all that could 
be carried away or destroved, while the 
owners would be forced to hide for weeks 
or months in hollow trees or caves. With 
the aid of a scout Mr. Ingalls finally suc- 
ceeded in reaching Kentucky and joined the 
Union army. He was sent with a provision 
train, which was surrounded, and all of the 
soldiers taken prisoners. He was first taken 
to the Nashville jail, where he nearly 
starved, and Jater was sent to the loathsome 
Libby prison at Richmond, Virginia, where 
it was almost impossible for a human being 
to long survive, as the filth on the floor 
caine up to the tops of their shoes. The pris- 
oners were shot 1f seen for a moment at 
the barred windows, where they would gO 
for a breath of fresh air. After some months 
Mr. Ingalls was exchanged and sent to An- 
napolis, Maryland, where he was given a 
parole. He then went to the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. Drown. then living in Sparta, 
Pennsylvania, where he remained for nearly 
a year under the doctor’s care. his health he- 
ing sO impaired by the hardships he had 
undergone. Through the aid of General 
Cliff, then stationed at Sparta, he made his 
wav to his old home in Tennessee, and from 
there removed to southern Illinois, where he 
spent some years. He then came to Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, where his daughter. Mrs. 
Drown, had located in the meantime. He 
had nine children, five of whom are still 
living, One son, William O. Ingalls, also 
joined the Union army and died in a hospital 
in Tennessee, in which state he was buried. 

Two vears after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson came to Mt. Vernon. Iowa, 
and the following winter Mr. Johnson fed 
one hundred and seventy head of cattle for 
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Hazlett & Young at Shellsburg. The next 
summer he had a stable at Mt. Vernon, 
where he trained cavalrv horses for the goy- 
ernment service, and in the winter engaged 
in feeding cattle for McCune & Wilcox jn 
Johnson county. The following spring he 
went to the oil regions of Pennsylvania, 
where he engaged in teaming for tio years 
and a half, and then returned to Linn cou- 
tv, Iowa, locating in Franklin township, 
Where he purchased eighty acres of land for 
thirty dollars per acre. and another forty- 
acre tract for twenty-five dollars per acre, 
all of which is now worth eighty dollars 
per acre. Later he bouglit another forty 
acres for thirty-three dollars and a half per 
acre; eighty acres for thirty-six dollars and 
a half: eighty acres for fifty dollars; and ten 
acres Of timberland for fifty dollars per acre. 
Fis son, Ernest R., who is a most progres- 
sive and energetic young farmer, now op- 
erates the old’ homestead of two hundred 
acres, while our subject rents eighty acres, 
including the timber tract. In February, 
1897, he removed to Lisbon, where he pur- 
chased one of the best homes in the place, it 
being a splendid brick residence, with all 
modern improvements, and surrounded by an 
elegant grove and drives. At this pleasant 
place he is now practically living retired, 
cnjoving the accumulations of former years. 
Since Jocating here he has added to his pos- 
sessions a farm of one hundred and ten acres 
in White Oak township, Jones county, Iowa. 
Throughout his. active business life he suc- 
cessfully engaged in breeding fine cattle, 
and has bought and sold hundreds of head. 
He also has an enviable reputation as 2 
veterinary surgeon, especially in the treat- 
iment of diseases of cattle. 

In politics Mr. Johnson is a staneli Dem- 
Ocrat, and for twenty years he most eff 
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ciency served as school director in his dis- 
trict, while for eighteen years he cr eclitably 

Fed the ofhce of road commissioner, during 
which time he had charge of the construction 
of thirty-nine bridges of different sizes 10 
his township. Both are held in the highest 
esteem by their friends and neighbors. Those 
“1 sickness or distress have never sought 
their aid in vain, and the road was never too 
long or the night too dark for them to go to 
the aid of their neighbors, 

Ernest R. Johnson, son of our subject, 
was born in this county November 10, 1868, 
and was educated in the district schools and 
at Cornell College. Mt. Vernon. On Jeaving 
school at the age of eighteen years he turned 
his attention to the work of the farm, and 1s 
still operating the old homestead with good 
success. He is also engaged in breeding a 
high grade of catile, and buys, feeds and 
sells stock quite extensively, raising horses, 
sheep and hogs, as well as cattle. He is a 
stanch supporter of the Republican party, 
and is a member of Mt. Vernon Lodge, I. 
“GF, 

On the 22d of November, 1888, Ernest 
R. Johnson was united in marriage with 
Miss Katie Light, of Cedar county, Iowa, 
who died January 14, 1889, and on the 31st 
of December. 1890, in Cleveland, Ohio, he 
was again married, his second union being’ 
with Miss Bertha K. Mitchell, who was born 
in that city February 5. 1868, a daughter of 
George and Eva (Lankhaupt) Mitchell. 
The father was born in Germany, and served 
a8 a lieutenant in the German army, while 
the mother was born in Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, where their marriage was celebrated. 
In 1851 they came to America and located 
m Cleveland. Ohio. where the father died 
in 1887, the mother in May. 1897. They 
had five children, namely: Mary, deceased 
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wife of Edward Manzelman, of Ohio; 
George, who wedded Mary Emde and lives 
in Cleveland; Louise, wife of Henry Blarem, 
a imaster mechanic of that city; Henry, a 
hookkeeper, who died at the age of twenty 
years; and Bertha K., now Mrs. Johnson. 
She and her husband have five children, 
whose names and dates of birth are as fol- 
lows: Amy Laura, March 8. 1892: Isdna 
Vera. July 29, 1893: Floy Minerva. January 
4, 1893; Roy Venard, August 4, 1896; and 
Edith Bertha, August 4, 1900. 


FRANCIS M. YOST, M. D. 


There is no profession or line of busi- 
ness that calls for greater self-sacrifice or 
more devoted attention than the medical pro- 
fession, and the stccessful physician is he 
who through love of his fellow men gives 
his time and attention to the relief of human 
suffering. We find an able representative of 
this noble calling in Dr. Yost, who has been 
successfully engaged in practice at Center 
Point for forty-six years 

A native of Maryland, the Doctor was 
horn near the city of Baltimore in March. 
1830, and when a child removed with his 
parents to Pennsylvania, where he grew to 
manhood, receiving his primary education in 
its public schools and later attending the 
higher schools and academies. Subsequent! y 
he commenced the study of medicine and 
attended lectures at the University of Penn- 
svlvania, where he was graduated with the 
degree of M. D. in 1851. 

For two years Dr. Yost was engaged 11 
the practice of his chosen profession 1m 
southern Pennsylvania, and in the spring of 
1855 came to Iowa in search of a suitable 
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location. After traveling to some extent 
throughout the state he hnally decided to lo- 
cate at Center Point, which was then a cross 
road village containing only one or two busi- 
ness houses, but he considered it a good Joca- 
tion tor a young physician, and his success 
here has verified his judgment. His practice 
has extended over a large part of this county 
and into adjoining counties. and has been 
large and remunerative. He is now the old- 
€st pracutioner of Linn county, and still re- 
sponds to the call of his many friends whom 
he has attended professionally for vears, and 
who could not be persuaded to accept the 
services of a younger pliysician. Phvsicaliv 
he 1s well preserved and his mental facuities 
are unimpaired. Dr. Yost has not Oliv been 
successful professionally, but has aiso pios- 
pered financially, and is to-day one of the 
substantial men of his conmmunity. owning 
besules his present residence one of the best 
business blocks in Center Point. and two 
good farms near the village. 

On the tath of March. 1857. in Linn 
couty. Dr. Yost married Miss Charlotte -\. 
Gitchell, a daughter of Benjamin Gitchell, 
whe was one of the pioneers of Linn county 
from Pennsylvania. She is also a sister of 
John R. Gitchell, a banker and financier of 
Center Point. Unto the Doctor and tis 
wite were born four children. naineiv : Jessie, 
now the wife of W.G. Porter. a prominent 
lawyer and assistant United States attorney 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Frank —" 
substantial business man and hardware 
dealer of Center Point: and Bartley B. and 
Charles G.. who were graduated in the same 
class at the St. Louis Mediez| College and 
dre now engaged im practice. the former at 
Urbana, Linn county. and the latter 
lus father at Center Point. 

Before coming to lowa Dr. Yost joined 


with 
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the Alasonie traternity and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. but has never afi. 
lated with either society during his residence 
here. lis professional duties claiming his en- 
tire time and attention. Politically ine is a 
strong Jeftersonian Democrat, and cast ins 
lirst presidential ballot for Franklin Pierce 
in 1852. but.he has never cared for official: 
honors. .\s a physician he has been Quite 
successiul, and his ability is recognized by 
all, while as a citizen he is ever ready to pro- 
mote any enterprise tending to the advance. 
ment of his town and county, and he is there- 
lore honored and esteemed hv all who know 


hin. 


JACOB H. RICHARDS. 


Jacob H. Richards, who is now efficiently 
Serving as secretary of the board of education 
of Cedar Rapids. is one of Linn county’s na- 
tive sons, his birth having occurred in Fay- 
ette township, July r7, 1850. The family to 
whieh he belongs is au old and honored one, 
and has been prominently identified with the 
agricultural and business interests of the 
county since pioneer days. 

Daniel Richards, the father of our sub- 
ject. was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, 
June 5. 1818, and was reared ami rural 
scenes in that state, his education being ac- 
quired in the district schools. He early be- 
came familiar with every detail of farin work, 
and devoted almost his entire life to that pur- 
suit, though he owned and operated a saw- 
mill in connection with farming for some 
years. On leaving the Buckeve state he re- 
moved to Indiana, and in r&41 came to Linn 
county. Iowa, which at that time was very 
sparsely settled and most of the land was 
unbroken prairie. He purchased a tract of 
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government land and began the nmprovement 
of the ok! homestead, which is still im pos- 
session of the’ family. it heing owned by one 
cithe sons. His father-in-law, John Lewis, 
was one of the first settlers of the county, 
having located in Fayette township in 1839. 
He took up land anc made Ins home there un- 
ti! hig death in 1855. He erected the first 
fouring mill in the western part of the coun- 
ty, Daniel Richards became one of the lead- 
ing farmers of lis community, and took a 
very active and prominent part in promoting 
those enterprises which he believed would 
prove of public henetit. When the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota Railroad was 
heing built, he with others gave tive hundred 
dollars each to have it pass through their 
township. Politically he was first a Whig 
and later a Republican, aid was strongly 
partisan. In religious faith he was a devout 
Methodist, and was one of the founders and 
pillars of the church in Fayette township, 
always taking a very active and influential 
part in all church and charitable work. He 
died January 2. 1897, and thus passed away 
one of the honored pioneers and highly es- 
teemed citizens of Linn county. When he 
irst located here all trading was done in 
Dubuque and Davenport, the farmers haul- 
ing «ll produce overland to those cities, where 
ii Was exchanged for supplies, litthe money 
being in circulation in this region at that 
time. The mother of our subject, who bore 
the maiden name of Sarah Lewis, was born 
i Virginia, Jime 3, 1821, and died in this 
county, May 14, 18096. 

Of the fourteen children born to Daniel 
and sarah (Lewis) Richards, one died in 
taney, and two when young ladies. The 
alhers were as follows: John, who resided 
im Cedar Rapids until tSog.when he removed 
'o western Iowa, where he died in 1900; 
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ilizabeth, wife of David Blackburn, of Ne- 
braska; Martha, wife of Clay Wilson, of the 
same state: Adaline, wife of Hiram Blood- 
vood, of North Havey, a suburb of Chicago; 
Jacob H., of this sketch; William, a general 
contractor of Cedar Rapids; Sylvester, who 
died in Nebraska in 1897; Nathan, a resi- 
dent of Cedar Rapids, who is now attending 
medical college in Kansas City, MLissourt; 
Melissa, who marred Late Hoover and died 
in Indiana in 1895; L. G, who lives on the 
old homestead in Fayette township, this 
county; and Webster. an architect ot Cedar 
Rapids. All of the children were horn in 
this county with the exception of the eldest 
son, whose birth occurred in Indiana in No- 
vember, 1840. They all attended the public 
schools and completed their education at 
Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, lowa. When 
the school was founded the father purchased 
a scholarship, and his father also purchased 
one, which passed to his son Daniel at his 
death. 

During his boyhood Jacob H. Richards 
pursued his studies in the public schools of 
Fayette township, and also attended the high 
school of Cedar Rapids, and spent one term 
at Parson's Seminary, now Coe College. He 
then took a two-vears’ preparatory course 
at Cornell College, and on leaving that in- 
stitution in 1873 returned home and taught 
in the country schools for four years. For 
two years he was also associated with lis 
father in operating the flouring and saw- 
mill. 

In 1875 Mr. Richards was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Martha MeFarland, of 
Shellsburg, Benton county, Iowa, who was 
born in Ohio August 17, 1852, and prior 
to her marriage had resided with her par- 
ents in Mt. Vernon, this county, for a time, 
her father, Samuel McFarland, being en- 
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gaged in mercantile business there. He died 
in Benton county in 1886. Mrs. Richards 
was Only four years old when her mother 
died. Her only sister is Emma, wife of 
Charles H. Taylor, of Yankton, South Da- 
kota, but she has a half-sister, Mrs. Mary 
Holcomb, a resident of Kansas City, Mis- 
sourl. Mrs. Richards completed her educa- 
tion at Cornell College, and for a time suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching school in Ben- 
ton and Linn counties. Our subject and his 
wife have five children, namely: Jay Je 
born in 1876, is a graduate of the Cedar 
Rapids high school, and being a natural me- 
chani¢ is now foreman in the pattern depart- 
nent of Carmody's foundry; Ole O., born in 
1878, Is also a graduate of the high school, 
and 1s a carpenter by trade; Richard Lee, 
born in 1881, was graduated from the high 
school in 1900; and Rush C., born in 1884, 
and Mae V., born in 1886, are still in school. 
They also reside at home with their parents. 

Mr. Richards owned two farms in Fay- 
ette township. and for ten years after his 
marriage engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He then sold one of these and for two years 
was interested in the mercantile and cream- 
ery business in Palo, being fairly successful 
ii that business venture. On the toth of 
February, 1891, he removed fo Cedar Rapids 
in order to give his children better ecluca-~ 
tional advantages, and soon became identi- 
hed with the interests of the city. Deciding 
to make this his permanent home, he sol 
his farm in Favette township and purchased 
property in Cedar Rapids, building thereon 
the large modern residence which he now oc- 
cupies. 

The Republican party has always found 
in Mr. Richards a stanch supporter of its 
principles, and he has done all in his power 
to insure its success. He has been a dele- 
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gate to both county and state Conventions, 
and has been an active party worker. Since 
his residence in Cedar Rapids he has served 
as county assessor one term, and in Septem- 
ber, 1900, was elected by the board of di- 
rectors as secretary of the board of educa. 
tion of Cedar Rapids. The duties of this 
office include the supervision and care of all 
school buildings. Mr. Richards also gives 
his personal attention to the distribution of 
all supphes and attends to all repair work 
on the buildings in addition to the duties 
prescribed by law. His services are giving 
unimost satisfaction, and have won for him 
the commendation of all concerned. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of the Odd Fellows 
Lodge, in which he has passed all the chairs, 
and also belongs to the Grand Lodge of the 
state, and the Daughters of Rebekah, of 
wich he is a trustee. He is a member of 
the National Union, an insurance order: 
the Knights of Pythias, and the Temple of 
Rathbone Sisters, his wife holding imember- 
ship with him in both orders to which: ladies 
may belong. 


J oak GC C..LOGMES. 


-\mong the most practical, enterprising 
and successful young business men of Cedar 
Rapids is the firm of James C. & Charles 
C. Loomis, general contractors and builders. 
These brothers are both natives of Benton 
county, Iowa, the former born in 1868, the 
latter in 1871, and are sons of Morgan L. 
and Mary (Hamilton) Loomis. The father 
was born in Bowling Green, Olio, in 1834. 
and in 1854 came to Cedar Rapids, Lowa. 
where he spent three years at work at un 
wagonmaker's trade. Here he was married 
i 1856, to Miss Marv Hamilton, a native 
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of Missouri, who was born in 1835 and came 
to lowa when twelve years of age. She lost 
her parents when a young girl, but has two 
sisters and one brother still living, namely: 
Sarah, a resident of Cedar Rapids and 
widow of William Davidson, who was a 
blacksmith by trade; Frances, a resident of 
Palo, Linn county, and widow of Levi Luns- 
ford, who was a stone mason; and William, 
a resident of California. Aiter three years 
spent in Cedar Rapids Morgan L. Loomis 
removed to Laporte City, Iowa, and later to 
Shellsburg, but in 1876 returned to Cedar 
Rapids, where he continued to make his 
home until his death in 1880, his time and 
attention being devoted to carpenter work, 
although he had always previously followed 
the wagonmaker’s trade. His ancestors were 
of English origin and settled early in New 
York. His wite 1s still living and continues 
to reside in Cedar Rapids. Of their six 
children three died in early childhood, while 
the survivors are Celia A. E., wife of S. W. 
Neal, of Little Rock, California, by whom 
she has one daughter, Blanche; and James 
C. and Charles C., of this review. 

During their boyhood and youth James 
C. and Charles C. Loomis attended the public 
schools, and the former also took a pre- 
paratory course at Coe College. They were 
also students at the Cedar Rapids Business 
College for a time. They thoroughly mas- 
tered the carpeuter's trade in the employ of 
A. H. Connors, and for five years Charles 
C. had charge of the business as foreman. In 
May, 1899, the brothers formed a partner- 
ship and embarked in business on their own 
account as general contractors in stone, brick 
and wood work, and in the short time that 
has since elapsed have built up a good paying 
trade which is constantly increasing. They 
make a specialty of large contracts, and have 
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done considerable work in adjacent towns 
and counties, besides building the Home of 
the Friendless, the Bohemian Turners Hall 
and numerous other large buildings tn Cedar 
Rapids. During the busy season, which lasts 
about seven months of the year, they employ 
about fifty men. 

In 1894 James C. Loomis was united in 
marriage with Miss Lola I. Miller, a native 
of Cedar Rapids and a daughter of Judson 
A. Miller, of this city, and to them have 
been born three children, namely: Charles 
W., Benjamin C. and Florence I. Charles 
C. Loomis was married. in 1899, to Miss 
Kate Terry, who was born in Johnson coun- 
ty, Illinois. The brothers are both Repub- 
licans in politics, but take no active part in 
political affairs, preferring to devote their 
undivided attention to their business inter- 
ests, in which they have been eminently suc- 
cessful thus far. They are both competent 
workmen and are well liked both in business 
and social circles. Fraternally James C. ts 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd 


Fellows. 


JOHN M. KIRKPATRICK. 


Prominent among the successful and en- 
terprising farmers of Franklin township ts 
the subject of this biography, who resides 
on section 22, and is considered one of the 
most industrious and worthy citizens of that 
part of the county. He was horn in that 
township January 28, 1861, and is a son ot 
James Kirkpatrick, whose sketch appears on 
another page of this volume. Until about 
twenty vears of age he attended the district 
schools through the winter months, while the 
remainder of the year was devoted to farm 
work. He continued to assist his father im 
the operation of the farm until a year after 


he attained his majority. and then rented a 
tract in Franklin township of his father, on 
which he resided for four vears. 

On the i&th of Mareh, 1886. Mr. Kirk- 
patrick was married, in Lishon, to Miss 
Mary Long. who was also born in Linn coun- 
ty, March 6, 1862, a daughter of Samuel and 
sarah (CUrich) Long, natives of Pennsyl- 
vata, who removed to Lisbon, lowa, in 1856. 
Here her father engaged in business as a 
contractor and builder. and was aiso inter- 
ested in the machine works and plow fae 
tory. He died March 28 1871, and his wife 
departed this life \pri] 22, 1889. She was 
one of a family of sixteen children, all of 
whom reached years of maturity. namely : 
Mollie, wife of Daniel Netrore, of Ohio: 
Sarah, mother of Mrs. Kirkpatrick: Lizzie, 
wife of William Wolf, of Middletown, Penn- 
svlvamia: John, who died in Annville. Penn- 
Sylvania: David, a resident of Lebanon coun- 
tv. Pennsylvania; Louisa. wife of Leige 
Molliair, of the same county; Henry, who 
married Becky Clay and lives in Pennsyl- 
vanta; Maria. a resident of the same state ; 
Rose, wife of Samuel Kleinpelter, of Penn- 
sylvanta: Adam; Kate, wife of Henry Poor- 
man: Lewis: Ezra; Emma. wife of William 
Klein; Cyrus. who married Becky Wymer, 
and Lyiia. wife of Gideon \V agner, all resi- 
dents of Pennsylvania, 

Airs. Kirkpatrick is the fifth in order of 
birth in a family of seven children, the others 
being Jacob and Moses. both of whom died 
In infancy; Lizzie, who died at the age of 
sixteen months; David, who married Emma 
Kirkpatrick and is engaged in the dry goods 
business in Mt. Vernon: Alta, wife of Cor- 
ban Davis, of St. Joseph. Missouri; and Er- 
win, who married Myrtle MeIntvre and is 
pastor of the United Brethren church at 
West Union, Towa. 
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Six children blessed the union of our 
subject and his wife. namely : Ray O., born 
January 7, (887. Sarah, born April 3, 1890, 
George I:., born May 39, 1891, and Ken. 
neth, born September 20, 1895, are all liy- 
ing. while a son. born Mav &, 1807, antl 
daughter, boru January s, 1900, boty died 
in ilfaney, 

After his marriage Mr. Kirkpatrick con- 
tinued to engage in farming, and in 1891 
purchased what was known as the Lewis 
Maybower farm on section 22, Franklin 
township. consisting ef one bundred and 
twenty acres. In 1899 he bougit another 
farm of ninety-eight acres on sections 21. 27 
and 28, the same township, and to the im- 
provement and cultivation of his land he 
has since devoted his energies until he now 
has one of the best farms in the locality, In 
connection with general farming he is also 
engaged in the breeding of thoroughbred 
Short horn cattle and Poland China hogs. 
He also raises horses for market. owning 
an interest in the coach stallion, Quinn, and 
Is agent for the Page wire fence.  Polit- 
ically he is an ardent Republican, and he has 
most efficiently served as school director tor 
In religions connection 
United Brethren 


a number of years. 
he 1s a member of the 


church. 


GEORGE A. YEISLEY. 

More than sixty vears ago George A. 
Yeisley came to Linn county. Iowa, and dur- 
ing this time, which covers nearly the whole 
span of the county's development from a 
primitive state to its present flourishing or 
dition, he has been actively interested 1 its 
progress. A native of Pennsylvania, he was 
born in Monroe county (then Northampton 
county) October 27, 1811, a son of John. 





G. A. YEISLEY. 
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and Saloma (IKemrey) Yeisley, also natives 
of that state and of German descent. When 
he was twelve years of age the fanuly re- 
moved to Olio. where the father jollowed 
farming until his death. The mother died 
iu the same state. In their family were iour- 
teen children, nine sons and five daughters. 

George A. Yeisley passed his boyhood 
and youth in much the usual manner ot 
farmer boys of lis day, receiving a good 
practical education in the common schools. 
On starting out in life for himself he en- 
gaged in chopping wood tor two years, anil 
then turned his attention to farming. On 
leaving Ohio he came to Linn county, Lowa, 
in November, 1839, and located in Linn 
township near his present home on section 
21, where he secured a squatter’s claim, as 
the land had not yet come into market. Four 
years later he bought one hundred and sixty 
acres from the government. Here he be- 
gan life in true pioneer style in a log cabin. 
The region round about was all wild and un- 
improved, and he has watched with interest 
its development, acre after acre being placed 
under cultivation until naw the county 15 
covered with fine farms, while city and vil- 
lages have sprung up and all of the con- 
veniences of an advanced civilization have 
been introduced. Being a man of industry 
and perseverance, as well as economical and 
enterprising, Mr. Yeisley prospered im lis 
new home, and added to his landed posses- 
sions from time to tine until he owned five 
hundred and thirty-eight acres of land, two 
hundred and thirty acres of which were cov- 
ered with timber. Ve still retains a farm 
of two hundred and forty acres on section 
21, Linn township, where he makes his 
home, but is now living a retired life, enjoy- 
ing the fruits of former toil. 


In Ashland county, Ohio, January §, 
15 
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1837, Mr. Yeisley was united in marriage 
with Miss Nancy Deal, who was born in 
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, December 
13, 1818, her parents being Frederick and 
Catherine (Cotfelter) Deal, also natives ot 
that state and of German-ancestry. At an 
early age she accompanied her parents on 
their removal to Ashland county, Ohio. She 
died on the old homestead April 15, 1896, 
and was laid to rest at Mt. Zion church in 
Linn Grove. She was a quiet, unobtrusive 
and most estimable woman, a good and kind 
neighbor, a devoted wife and loving mother, 
and her death was an irreparable Joss to her 
husband and family. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Yeisley were born 
ten children, all born on the old homestead 
in Linn township with exception of the eld- 
est, whose birth occurred in Ohio. ‘They 
were as follows: (1) Oliver passed his 
early’ life upon his father’s farm in Linn 
township, but for twenty vears has been a 
resident of California, and is now engaged 
in mining at Camptonville. He married Re- 
becca Keenon, and they have four cluildren, 
namely: (a) John William, who resides on 
the farm of our subject in Linn township, 
married Susie Hoover and they have one 
child, Ralph. (b) Ella is the wife of Thom- 
as Daniels, a farmer of Springville, Brown 
township, this county. and they have two 
children, Bernice and Charles W. (c) Har- 
old E. lives with his brother Hugh. (d) 
Hugh O., who is engaged in farming on sec- 
tion 28, Linn township, married Bessie 
Hoover, and they have two children, Ken- 
neth O. and Ruth Ione. (2) Catherine is 
living at home with her father. (3) Josiah 
is engaged in farming in Califorma. (4) 
Eliza J. died when a small child. (5) Anna 
is the wife of Samuel Johnson, a retired 
farmer of Lisbon, and they have five chil- 
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dren, nainely: (a) Elice M. is thie wife of 
Arthur Namerling, of Cedar county, iowa, 
and they have six children. Rav, Charles, 
Glenn. Alva, Delmer and Nellie May. {b) 
Charles is engaged in farming near Iowa 
Falls, Franklin county. (c¢) Carrie is the 
wile of Jean Albaugh, a retired citizen of 
Towa Falls. and they had six children, Earl, 
Don, Paul, deceased, Lee, Edith and one 
(d) Eva is the wife of Myron 
Alhaugh, of Lisbon. (e) Nettie M. is at 
home with her parents. (6) Salina died in 
infaney. (7) Mary is the wife of George 
AW. Belden, who resides on a farm owned by 
our subject. and they have seven children, 
namely: Frank. a farmer of Jones county, 
Jowa, who married Clara Phillips and has 
one cluld, Hazel Fay: Abetha D., wife of 
John Yanish. a farmer of Floyd county, 
Towa: and Clyte, John, Katie. Pearl and 
Clara. all at home. (8) George L., who 
owns and operates a farm of one hundred 
and Sixty acres on section 4, Linn township, 
married Miranda Paul, daughter of the late 
Enoch Paul, of Linn township, and they 
have two children, Bertha Mav and Paul 
Ivan. (9) John F. E. resides on the old 
homestead. which he operates in connec- 
tion with his own farm of filty-two and a 
halt acres on section 28, Linn township, ad- 
joming his father’s place. He was educated 
in the common schoels and is also a erad- 
uate of the Davenport Business College. in 
I8So, and throughout his active business life 
has successfully engaged in general farm- 
ing and stogk raising, making a specialty of 
hogs and cattle. Politically he is identified 
with the Democracy, and socially afiliates 
witht Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 551, I. O. O. 
I, (10) Rebecca M. is also living on the 
home farm with her father, 

Since casting his first presidential yote 


unnamed. 


tor Andrew Jackson in 1832 Mr. Yeisley has, 
never failed in his allegiance to the Dem- 
ocratic party, and has supported all of its 
presidential candidates until the fall of 1900, 
when ill health prevented him from going to 
the polls. He has served as supervisor of 
his township, and has filled all of the local 
offices, being school director in his district 
for a great many years. In early life he 
was a Presbyterian in religious belief. He 
can look back with satisfaction upon a well 
spent life, in which he has not only acquired 
a comfortable competence for himself and 
family through his own well-directed efforts, 
but his career has even been such as to com- 
mand the respect and confidence of all with 
whom he has come in contact either in busi- 
ness or social life, while his labors as one 
of the founders of the county justly entitle 
him to a prominent place in its history. 


THOMAS G. ISHERWOOD. 


Thomas G. Isherwood, deceased, was 
numbered among the honored eariy settlers 
of Linn county, Iowa, where he located in 
the spring of 1850, and with whose develop- 
ment and upbuilding he became closely iden- 
lied. A native of Pennsvivania, he was 
bern m Lancaster City, Lancaster county, 
that state, November 6, 1816, and was 4 
son of Robert and nn (Green) Isherwood. 
The father was a native of England, and 
mide his home in Liverpool for many years. 
He was a member of the Methodist Protest- 
ant church, where he was Jeading tenor im 
the choir. He composed his first poem wher 
ten vears old. Although it was of greal 
length his mind retained it throughout lite 
and he could recite it at any time. He 
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wrofe some hyiins, and a tter he was eighty 
years old would Often dictate a verse to 
some grandeluld to pen. The following two 


have been preserved : 


“Tove Jesus.’ He will be your friend, 
And when on earth your time shall end, 
Your happy soul to God will soar 
And dwell with Jesus evermore.’ 


“© happy place,’ I still must say. 
‘Where all but love is done away.’ 
There dwells my Saviour, and my God. 
Lord, hring me to that blest abode.” 


About 1809 he came to the United States 
and settled in Laneaster, where he remained 
for a few vears before his removal to Greene 
There he engaged 
In 1850 he came to 
Linn county, Jowa, and there made his home 
until called from this life at the ripe old age 
al eightv-Six vears. 


county, Uennsylyania. 
In mercantile pursuits. 


His wite had died some 
years earlier, 

The early life of Thomas G. Isherwood 
was passed at his birthplace, and there he 
obtained his primary education, completing 
his studies in the high school at Browns- 
tille, Pennsylvania. After reaching man- 
hood he was in the employ of silk and woolen 
Manufacturers at various places for some 
veirs. As previously stated, he came to 
Linn county. Iowa, in the spring of 1850, 
and purehased a partially improved farm 
near the village of Mt. Vernon, to the further 
development and eultivation of which he at 
once turned lis attention. Here he continued 
to Suecesstully engage in general farming, 
Stock raising and grain dealing until his 
death, which occurred on his farm in Frank- 
Im township November 23, 1890. He was a 


consistent and faithful member of the Meth- 
odist Protestant church, and for many years 
was also connected with the Masonic fra- 
ternity. He always took a deep and com- 
mendable interest in educational affairs, and 
was a generous contributor to Cornet] Col- 
lege in its early days. 

At Brownsville, Pennsylvania, Mr. Isher- 
wood was married, in May, 1849, to Miss 
Herpalice Lowry, who still survives her hus- 
band and now resides on College Boulevard, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa, using the farm as a sum- 
ner retreat. She is a native of Westmore- 
land county. Pennsylvania, and a daughter 
of Dr. Stephen and Ann (Pollock) Lowry. 
The first of the Lowry family to come to 


America was her grandfather, who was 
born in Scotland. Her grandfather, Ste- 
phen Lowry, Sr., was horn in 1741. He 


came to the United States and located in 
Cecil county, Maryland, where, in 1775, he 
married Anna Pollock, aud moved to West- 
moreland county, Pennsylvania, with his 
wile and two-year-old slave girl, Clarissa (a 
wedding present from his wife’s father). 
Clarissa was freed by Mr. Lowry while 
Pennsvlvania was yet a slave state, but she 
never left the family, and lived to care for 
two generations of children and to be loved 
by them in return and respected by everyone 
The birth of Mrs. Isher- 
in Westmoreland 


who knew her. 
wood’s father occurred 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1791, and his lit- 
erary education was obtained at Jefferson 
College, Cannonsburg, Pennsylvania. Later 
he attended Philadelphia Medica! College and 
on his graduation was granted the degree 
of M.D. He commenced the practice of his 
chosen profession at West Newton, Penn- 
sylvania, dying there at the early age of 
twenty-eight years. Soon after his gradua- 
tion from Jefferson College, when twenty- 
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one years of age, he eutered the army for 
the war of 1812 as a member of Captain 
Markle’s troop of Volunteer Light Dra- 
goons. His discharge reads us follows: 
“Stephen Lowry, a private of the above 
mentioned troop, having faithfully per- 
formed his duty for eleven months, con- 
formably to act of congress of 6th of Feb- 
ruary, 1812, 1s hereby honorably discharged 
at Franklinton, Ohio, this 17th of August, 
1813.” Signed, Joseph Markle, captain, 
His wife survived him a number of years, 
dying at the age of sixty-two. He was the 
father of one son and a daughter, of whom 
Ars. Isherwood is the older, and Hortensius, 
who died about nine years ago at the age of 
seventy. Throughout his active business life 
he followed farming, and never left the old 
homestead in West Newton, Pennsylvania, 
on which his own child, Charles Lowry, now 
resides, The house was built by Mrs. Isher- 
wood’s grandfather about 1792, and was re- 
built by her brother Hortensius with the 
sane brick in 1879. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Isherwood, namely: (1) Hortensius Lowry. 
born in Franklin township, Linn Coulty, in 
the fall of 1850. He pursued the literary 
and civil engineering courses at Cornell Col- 
lege. and was graduated there in 1870, Sub- 
sequently he attended the Brvant & Stratton 
Commercial College at Chicago, and then en- 
tered Kush Medical College, where he was 
graduated in i877, having taken a partial 
course before his graduation at Cornell. 
Since receiving his clegree he has successfully 
engaged in practice at Carl Junction, Mis- 
sour, and is now surgeon for the railroad 
passing through that place. He also owns a 
(rug store there. and a large farm and lead 
munes in the locality. Tn 1892 he represented 
his district in the Missouri legislature. He 
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married Miss Mav Cons, and they have three 
children, Niena M., Hortensius Lowry and 
I:ber Dudley. | 

(2) Alonzo D. is now a resident of 
Rocky Ford, Colorado, about fifty miles east. 
of Pueblo, where he owns a fine fruit ranch. 
He also owns another ranch near La Junta, 
that state. On this ranch is an elght-acre 
fish pond, filled from the Arkansas river, 
known as Crystal Lake, which is stocked 
with mountain trout. He is extensively en- 
gaged in raising, feeding and shipping cat- 
tle for the Chicago market, and also raises 
large quantities of melons for shipment and 
beets for the beet sugar factory recently 
started at Rocky Ford. He has been very 
Successful in business affairs, and is now 
the owner of some valuable property. 

(3) Mattie A., now residing with her 
mother in Mt. Vernon, obtained her literary 
education at Cornell College, Iowa, and Mt. 
Union College, Ohio. She is an artist of 
recognized ability, and pursued her studies 
along that line at the National Academy, 
New York city, and took private lessons of 
B. F. Reinhart. As a writer she also pos- 
sesses considerable merit, and at the World’s. 
Fair in Chicago she read a paper before the 
woman's world’s congress auxiliary which 
called forth the following favorable com- 
ment front a Philadelphia journal: “The 
scholarly paper of Miss Mattie Isherwood, 
of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, was on Scientific 
Farniing, in which she showed the progress 
made in farming under the influence of 
science, and she wasted no synipathy on the 
plodding farmer, She is a college graduate 
and an artist of sufficient merit to have 
pictures exhibited at the World’s Fair. We 
meet with the products of her pen in our 
art, literary and farm journals. She also 
has under her control a stock and grain farm 
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of over four hundred acres. Which all goes 
to show not only that brains are now taking 
+he place of brawn on the farm, but it also 
shows what high and diverse attainments 
are possible to the American girl ot the 
period.” 

(4) Thomas G. was graduated from 
Cornell College in r881, and then took a 
course of lectures at Rush Medical College, 
where he was graduated in 1883, with the 
degree of M. 1). He is now successtully 
engaged in the practice of his chosen protes- 
sion at West Chicago, Illinois, and is serving 
as county coroner at that place and as sur- 
geon Jor two railroads that pass through 
there. He has also held the office of mayor 
of the city for rwe or three terms. He mar- 
ried Miss Lizzie Jones. of Geneva. Illinois, 
aid they have two clildren, Paul Alonzo 
and Helen Lauise. 


—_—$_ 2 —_ —_—_— 


HON. JOUN W. HENDERSON. 


There ig particular satisfaction in revert- 
ing to the lite history of the honored and 
veneralile gentleman whose name 
this review, since his mind bears impress of 
the historical annals of the state from early 
Pioneer days, and from the fact that he has 
attained 10 a position of distinctive promi- 
henee in the communities where he has made 
his hame. Tle is one of the revered patri- 
archs of Cedar Rapids, and by his numerous 
iriends is familiarly known as Unele John. 
| Mr. Henderson was born in 
stewart county. Tennessee, July 26, 1819. 
iis paternal grandfather, John Henderson, 
Was a native of Virginia and one of the 
irst settlers of Kentucky, in whieh state our 
suhject’s father, Colonel \William H. Hen- 


iutiates 


Dover, 
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derson, was born in 1793, and there grew to 
manhood. When a young man the latter re- 
moved to Tennessee, where he served as col- 
onel in the state militia, and was also a sol- 
dier of the war of 1812. He was married, 
in Tennessee, to Miss Lucinda Wimberly, 
a native of that state and a daughter 
of ‘Levi Wimberly, who moved there 
North Carolina at a very early 
day. In 1831 Colonel Henderson and 
others went to Illinois and established 
a little colony in La Salle county. Five vears 
later he removed to Putnam county, that 
state, taking up his abode near what 1s now 
Toulon, Stark county, where he made his 
hume until 1846. There he took a very 
prominent anid active part in public affairs, 
and represented his district in the state leg- 
islature for one or more terms, while our 
subject served as assistant to the clerk in 
the house every other day. In 1846 Colonel 
Henderson removed to Johnson county, 
Iowa, and spent the last years of lis lite 
with his son, H. C. Henderson, in Marshall- 
town, this state, where he died at the age of 
seventy-one years. His wife survived lim 
several vears and died at the same place, 
and was laid to rest by the side of her hus- 
band. One of their sons. Colonel Thomas 
J. Henderson, is an ex-congressman residing 
at Princeton, Illinois, and is a prominent 
statesman of that locality. | 

John W. Henderson, of this review, was 
seventeen years of age on the removal of 
the family to Illinois, and he grew to man- 
hood in Stark county. There he was mar- 
ried. in 1840, to Miss Mary Perry, a native 
of Virginia and a daughter of Swift Perry, 
who removed from the Old Domiion to 
Illinois in pioneer days. Before he attained 
his majority Mr. Henderson was appointed 
clerk of the circuit court by Judge Tord, 
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this heing a temporary appointment until he 
reached his twenty-first birthday. He was 
retained in that position for about six years, 
or until fudge Ford was elected governor 
and was succeeded by Judge Caton, who, 
being a Democrat, deposed Mr. Henderson, 
as the latter was a Whig in politics. He 
Was then appointed the first postmaster of 
the new county seat, Toulon. Later he was 
elected and served two years as sheriff of 
Stark county, and four years as recorder. 
He also represented the district coniprising 
Stark, Henry and Rock Island counties in 
the lower house of the Illinois legislature 
one term, and served with distinction in that 
capacity. Subsequently he filled a political 
position at Washington, D. C., for one vear, 
and then returned to Illinois. 

In 1853 Mr. Henderson came to Linn 
county, lowa, and purchased Jand in the 
southern part of the county on the Johnson 
county line, where he was engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits for about four years. For 
about the same length of time he carried 
on merchandising at Western College, but 
in 1865 he sold his property there and pur- 
chased a residence in Cedar Rapids, where 
he has since made his home. He accepted 
4 position with the old Farmers Mutual In- 
surance Company, and in 1868 was one of 
the prime movers in re-organizing the same 
Into a stock company, of which he has since 
heen a stockholder and treasurer, having 
now filled that position for nearly a third of 
& century. 

Mr. Henderson's first wife died in Stark 
county, Illinois. in 1846, and two of the 
three children born of that union are also 
deceased, the other being Mary Ann, wife 
of Jacob A. Shuey, of Red Oak, lowa. He 
Was again married. in Ellinois. his second 
union being with Miss Elizabeth Butler, by 


whom he had five children namely: Kate 
wife of James E. Seviler, now of Tennessee: 
John B., secretary of the Farmers Insurance 
Company of Cedar Rapids: Fedward, who 
died at the age of fourteen years; George, 
who also holds a position in the office of the 
Farmers Insurance Company; and Ella, wife 
of H. G. Burr, of Cedar Rapids. The mother 
of these children departed this life in 1889. 

In his social relations Mr. Henderson 
18 a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and is a Knight Templar Ma- 
son, and a prominent member of Crescent 
Lodge, F. & A. M., in whieh he has served 
as treasurer continuously since 1868. On 
coming to this county he found Cedar Rapids 
a small cross roads village with only two 
or three business 
watched with interest its growth and devel- 
opment. Ie was vice-president and director 
of the Merchants National Bank on its or- 
ganization anc for some years. He has been 
prominently identified with public affairs, 
and served as mayor of the city two terms. 
He also represented his district in the state 
senate ior eight years, and has filled other 
positions of honor and trust, always proving 
a faithful and efficient officer. After a pure, 
honorable and useful lite, actuated by un- 
selish motives, prompted by patriotism and 
guided by truth and justice, Mr. Henderson 
well deserves the high regard in which he 
is uniformly held by his fellow citizens. 


houses, and has since 
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ELIJAH G. CHAMBERLIN. 


Elijah G. Chamberlin, a well-to-do and 
successtul agriculturist, owns and operates 
a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
of land on section 33, and eighty acres 0" 
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section 32, Linn township. He was born 
near Mt. Cleniens, Macomb county, Michi- 
gan, May 1. 1847, and resided there until 
five years of age, when he came to Jones 
county, Iowa, with his parents, Charles and 
Sarah (Livingmore) Chamberlin. The 
mother was a native of Massachusetts, and 
a daughter of Benjamin and Mary Living- 
more, The family located in Greentield 
township, Jones county, Iowa, where the ta- 
ther took up eighty-four acres ot govern- 
ment land. and for several vears devoted his 
time and attention to the improvement anc 
cultivation of that place. On selling the 
farm in 1867 he came to Linn county and 
purchased a place in Linn township, where 
he lived until the death of his wife, which 
occurred April 17. 1884, when she was sev- 
enty-four vears of age. He then made his 
home with our subject, and died there Jan- 
wary 21, 1892. at the ripe old age of sev- 
enty-nine years and ten months. Of his hve 
children Elijah G. is fourth in order of birth 
and the only one now living. The others 
were as follows: Elisha resided in Macomb 
county, Michigan, until the breaking out 
of the Civil war, when he enlisted in Com- 
panv F, Twenty-second Michigan Volunteer 
Infantry, and being taken prisoner at the 
hattle of Chickamauga he died in Libby 
prison. He had married Marlida Card, who 
still survives him and resides on the old 
homestead in Michigan. They had one 
child, William W. Mary A., sister of our 
subject. was the wife of Henry Finnigan, 
ot Jones county, Iowa, who is now engaged 
in tarming in Rapids township, Linn cown- 
ty. Qne child died in infancy unnamed, and 
Charles V. also died at the age of thirteen 
vears, 

Mr. Chamberlin, of this review, grew to 
Manhood in this state, and has always en- 
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gaged in general farming and stock raising. 
He formerly gave considerable attention to 
the raising of hogs, but now makes a spe- 
cialty of graded short-horn cattle, of which 
he has a fine large herd upon his place. In 
politics he is a Democrat, but has never 
cared for the honors or emoluments of public 
office, thougl: he is a public-spirited and en- 
terprising citizen who takes a deep interest 
i public affairs. 

At Linn Grove, March 30, 1881, Mr. 
Chamberlin married Miss Ruth Ellison, and 
they have one daughter, Alice M., who was 
born on the home farm on section 33, and 
was edut¢ated in the public schools of Jinn. 
township, 

Samuel Ellison, the father of Mrs. Cham- 
herlin, was born in county Tyrone, Ireland, 
in 1820, and was a son of William and Mary 
(Wright) Ellison, who spent their entire 
lives in that country. He was the second 
in order of birth in a family of eleven chil- 
dren, some of whom still live in Ireland and 
two in California. A brother, John, was at 
one time a prominent and wealthy citizen 
of Linn township, this county. At the age 
of nineteén years Samuel Ellison came to 
the United States, and on landing in New 
York proceeded at once to Iowa. He pur- 
chased. eighty acres of governiment land at 
Linn Grove, Linn township, this county, to 
which he added until he had two hundred 
and forty acres, and also acquired several 
other farms in various parts of the county. 
He owns a large amount of land and he- 
fore his death gave to each of his children 
a farm in Linn county, while for one son he 
purchased a farm in Jones county. He re- 
sided upon his first farm for over thirty 
years, but after the marriage of his oldest 
son he gave the place to him and removed 
to an adjoining farm, where he made his 
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home until death, which occurred March 24, 
I888. Tn connection with general jarniung 
he was quite extensively engaged im stock 
raising. He was a member of the Episcopal 
chureh and a Democrat in politics, and was 
caled upon to fill nearly all the local offices. 
His estimable wife still survives him and 
resides in Mt. Vernon. 

It was on the 7th of March, 1849, in 
Cedar county, Iowa, that Mr. Ellison wedded 
Miss Mary Scott, a native of A\lontgomery 
county, Ohio, and a daughter of Colonel 
Prior and Ruth (Carraway) Scott, natives 
of Kentucky and Ohio, respectively. At an 
erly day her father removed to Ohio, and 
alter his marriage engaged in farming in 
Montgomery county for a number of years. 
In 1836 he came to Iowa, and a vear later 
brought his family to this state and settled 
hear Mechaniesville, Cedar county. where 
he took up a tract of government land, but 
alter residing there for four vears he re- 
moved:to Linn county, and built a sawmill 
on Big creek, where he made his home for 
He finally returned to Cedar 
county. but still retained his property in Linn 
township, this county. He died in Pioneer 
township, Cedar county, when about ninety 
Years ot age, and bis wife passed away at 
the same place at the age Of seventy vears, 
He was colonel of a regiment in the early 
Indian wars. Like her husband. Mrs, Elli- 
son was also second in order of birth in a 
family of eleven children, four of whon? are 
now ceceased. 

Ot the six children horn to Mr. and) Miers. 
Ieltison five are still living. namely : (I) 
William G.. who resides on the Old lhome- 
stead farm in Linn township, married Jane 
Baird and they have four children, Otis, 
Irvin, Nellie and Harry. (2) James Prior, 
a farmer of Janes county, married Eva New- 


some vears. 
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man and they have two children, Samuel 
and Ethel. (3) Ruth Ann is the wife of 
fjijah G. Chamberlin, whose name intro- 
duces this sketch. (4) Mary M. is the wife 
of Marshall Oxley, a farmer of Linn county, 
aud they have three children, Clarence, 
Bertha and Ralph. (5) Marguret J. is the 
wife of Cass Platner, a farmer of Mechanics- 
ville, Iowa, and they have two children, 
Mary and Howard. 


GEORGE EDWARD lFOSBERG, A. M, 
M. D. 


One of the imost exacting of all the 
higher lines of oceupation-to which a man 
inayv lend his energies is that of the physi- 
cian. A most scrupulous preliminary train- 
ig is demanded, a nicety of. judgment but 
little understood by the laity. Our subject 
's well fitted for the profession he has chosen 
as a life work, and his skill and ability have 
won for him a large and lucrative practice. 

The Doctor was born in Afton, Minne- 
sota, July 20, 1866, and is a son of Rev. 
Charles G. Fosherg, a Methodist Episcopal 
nunister, who was born in Germany in 1823 
and came to this country at the age of six- 
tcen. [Te preached in New York and Cli- 
cago, and as early as 1849 went to. Minue- 
sota anc located on the present site of St. 
Paul, although there was no town there al 
that time. He purchased a tract of govern- 
ment Jand and still has landed interests at 
that place. Fora number of years he served 
as a presiding elder in Iowa, Minnesota and 
Hlinois, and became widely known through- 
out those states, but is now living a retired 
iife in St. Paul. honored and -respected by 
all who know him. His life has mainly been 
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devoted to the work of the ministry, and 
he has labored untiringly for the betterment 
of lus fellow men. He assisted in building 
the various churches of St. Paul. In his 
religious work he was always ably assisted 
by lus estimable wife, who in her maiden- 
hoot was Miss Anna Collins. She was 
born in Jersey City. New Jersey. in 1842, 
aud was killed in a railroad accident at Red 
Wing, Minnesota, in 1893. In the family 
were three children, namely: Alpha J., wife 
of J. A. Fulton, who 1s engaged in mer- 
cantile business in Chicago; George E., our 
subject; and Bernie E., a soloist in the Peo- 
ples church of St. Paul. 

Dr. TFosberg’s early education was ob- 
tained in the public schools of St. Paul, and 
he was graduated from the high school of 
that city in 1879. Tle next took an elective 
course at the State University, fitting him- 
self for a teacher, and he was graduated 
froin that iustitution in 1887 with the degree 
of A. M. During the following year he 
engaged in teaching school and then accepted 
a clerkship in St. Paul, which he held for 
two vears. At the end of that time he 
took up the study of medicine at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, where he was grad- 
uated jn 1892, with the degree of M. D. 
He was engaged in practice at St. Paul for 
a time and met with good success, but sold 
out there and went to Chicago, where he 
attended Rush Medical College, graduating 
from that institution in-1896 as A. M., M. 
D. Before completing the course there, how- 
ever. he went abroad and spent the years 
1894 and 1895 in study at the Guenther 
Labratory, Berlin, and the University of 
Berlin. 

After leaving Rush Medical College Dr. 
Fosherg traveled over this country looking 
for a location, and finally decided ou Cedar 
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Rapids, where he opened an office in 1896, 
and has since made this place his home, 
though he has divided his ‘time between this 
place and Chicago. He has met with most 
excellent success in his chosen profession, 
and receives the patronage of the best people 
of the city. He is also medical examiner 
for some of the old line insurance companies 
and the fraternal societies of Cedar: Rapids. 

In 1897 Dr. Fosberg married Miss Ula 
Delle Collins, who was born in Galesburg, 
Illinois, and is a graduate of Knox College 
and also a kindergarten normal school. She 
taught for about four years in Chicago, and 
was a soloist in the First Baptist church 
of that city, the Oak Park Methodist Episco- 
pal church and the First Methodist Episcopal 
church of Edgewater. After coming to Cedar 
Rapids she held a position as soloist in the 
First Presbyterian church for a time. She is 
a graduate of Chicago Music College, of Chi- 
cago, and has taken a post-graduate course 
in that city. She is a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and very popular 
both in social and musical circles. Her fa- 
ther, who was a preacher of that denomina- 
tion, was killed in the Chatsworth wreck 
in 1886, and her mother now makes her 
home on Drexel boulevard, Chicago. 

Fraternally Dr. Fosberg is a member of 
Ashler Lodge. No. 308, A. F. & A. M., Chi- 
cago. He helongs to the Jowa State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and is a charter member of the Koent- 
een X Ray Society of the United States. 
He has contributed some able articles on 
X ray work to several leading medical mag- 
azines, and is considered authority on that 
subject. As a physician and surgeon he 
ranks among the foremost in this section of 
the state, and as a man is very popular 
among his fellow citizens. 
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LEWIS P. MAIN. 


-\mong the able representatives of the 
legal profession now practicing at the bar 
of Cedar Rapids is Lewis P. Main, whose 
office is in Room No. 2. Union block. He 


IS a native of this state, horn in Independ-_ 


ence September 1, 1862, and is a son of 
Lewis A. and Fanny (Loomis) Main, both 
of whom were natives of Madison county, 
New York, and descendants of good old 
New England families, the latter tracing 
her ancestry back to Elder Brewster and 
Governor William Bradford, of the Plym- 
outh colony. She died in Independence, 
Towa, in 1899, at the age of sixty-seven 
years. . In early life the father was 2 mer- 
chant. During the Civil war he enlisted in 
the I'wenty-seventh Iowa Volunteer Injan- 
try, and served as corporal of Company C 
until the close of the war. He was in active 
service for three years, and after the cessa- 
110 Of hostilities was emmploved as chief 
clerk of the purchasing commissary of the 
department of the Gulf for eighteen months, 
On the expiration of that time he returned 
to Iowa, and soon afterward was elected 
treasurer of Buchanan county, which office 
he most creditably filled for six years. He 
then turned his attention to agricultural pur- 
suits, owning and occupying a valuable farm 
near Independence, which he purchased upon 
his return from the army. He has always 
been a stanch supporter of the Republican 
party since voting for John C. Fremont In 
1856. He was educated in the Madison Uni- 
versity at Hamilton, New York. and 18 a 
very well informed man, who has a large 
circle of friends and is held in high reeard 
hy all who know him. His cluldren are 
Helen, at home; Lewis P.. our subject: \Wil- 


his, a farmer of Buchanan county; and 
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Maurice and Merton, who conduct fhe home 
farm. 

Lewis P. Main received his elementary 
education in the public schools of Independ- 
ence and was graduated from the high 
school at that place in 1879. The follow- 
ing year he entered the freshman class of 
Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois, where he 
pursued the classical course for four years, 
graduating in 1884 with the degrees of A. 
B. and A. M. in course, and then took up 
the study of law in the office of \Woodward 
& Cook, of Independence, Iowa, and later 
continued his studies along thar line with 
Charles I. Vail, of Blairstown. Wile at 
the latter place he also served as assistant 
Superintendent of the Iowa 
two years. 

In 1888 Mr. Main was admitted to prac- 
tice before the supreme court of Jowa, and 
the same year opened an office in Shelton, 
Buffalo county, Nebraska, where he engaged 
In practice for two years. He then removed 
to Kearney, Nebraska, and during the nine 
years spent at that place became one of its 
most successful and prominent lawyers, as 
well as one of its leading citizens. He built 
up a large practice in the local, supreme and 
tederal courts and found a wide field for his 
labors in that localitv. He argued about 
htty cases in the supreme court during his 
residence in Nebraska, and met with marked 
success both professionally and financially, 
becoming owner of some valuable property 
it INearney, which he still has in his pos 
session, 

Mr. Main was married, in 1887, to Miss 
Edith Borst, who was born in Wisconsin, 
but was then living in Independence, Iowa. 
They have one daughter, Grace H., born in 
1893. While a resident of Kearney, Ne 
braska, he was prominently identified with 
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the Republican party. and as an orator he 
took a very active part in campaign work, 
besiles serving as a delegate to the state 
conventions and as secretary of the county 
central committee. He never sought polit- 
ical honors, though offices were several times 
tendered him, ancl he servecl as president of 
the school hoard in Kearney. He was also 
quite active and prominent in literary cir- 
cles. In 1896 he was a delegate from Ne- 
braska to the Preshyterian General Assem- 
bly at Saratoga, New York, and for ten 
years was a member of the board of trus- 
tees of Hastings College. He was also a 
member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workimen at Kearney, and was quite active 
in lodge matters. 

Having always had a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances in Cedar Rapids, 
he removed to this citv in 1899. and has 
been etigaged in successful practice here ever 
since. Being a man of recognized ability, 
and having already won a prominent place 
in his profession, he has already built up a 
fair practice, which is constantly increasing. 
He now holds membership in the First 
Presbyterian church of Cedar Rapids, the 
Masone fraternity, Linden Camp, No. 145, 
M. AW. A., of which he is now venerable 
consul. He is what the world terms a sel f- 
made man for his success is due entirely to 
his own well-directed efforts, his close at- 
tention to business and his natural ability in 
his chosen calling. 


RALPH KIRKPATRICK. 


Tins well-known and representative 
Tariner Of Franklin township, whose home - 
IS On section 27, was born in West Salem, 
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Wayne county, Ohio, on the 21st of April 
1853, a son of James and Sarah (Hender- 
son) Kirkpatrick, and was only five days 
old when his mother died. A sketch of his 
father appears on another page of this vol- 
ume. Ele was only a year and a half old 
when his father returned to his old home in 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania, and at the 
age of five he came to Linn county, Iowa, 
with an uncle, John Ross, his boyhood and 
youth being passed on the old homestead in 
Franklin townslip, and he is indebted to its 
district schools for his educational privileges. 
After leaving school at the age of twenty 
years he worked on the home farm until 
1873, when he rented sixty acres of land anid 
cominenced farming on his own account. 

Mr. \Xirkpatrick was married, October 
12, 1875, to Miss Anna Crawford, who was 
born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, Sep- 
tember 2, 1840, and died September 26, 1899. 
She was the fourth in order of birth in a 
family of six children, the others being John, 
who married Sarah Menser and lives in 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania: Agnes, wife 
of John Daniels, of the same county; John, 
deceased, who married Lucretia Logan, also 
a resident of Franklin county, Pennsylvania ; 
Alice, who resides with our subject; and one 
who died in infancy. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick was born a son, Frank Craw- 
ford, whose birth occurred July 29. 1876. 
He assists his father in the operation of the 
home farm, an is one of the most up-to- 
date and progressive agriculturists of the 
community, and is honored and respected by 
alf who know him. 

After his marriage Mr. Kirkpatrick pur- 
chased a farm of sixty acres in section 27, 
Franklin township. and has since added to 
it an eighty-acre tract, making a good farm 
of one huncre:] and forty acres, which he 
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has placed under a high state of cultiya- 
tion and improved with good and substantia! 
buildings which stand as monuments to his 
thrift and enterprise. He has filled the of- 
fice of school director for a number of years, 
and by his ballot supports the men and meas- 
ures of the Republican party. Religiously 
he is a member of the Preshyterian church, 
and he is held in the highest respect and 
esteem in the community where he has so 
long made his home. 





THEODORE HAMBLIN. 


Flus well-known hardware dealer js one 
of the representative business men and in- 
Muential citizens of Walker. A native of 
New York, he was born near Binghamton, 
at Shenango Forks. February 25, 1847, and 
is a son of George P. and Maria (Schermer- 
horn) Hamblin, who were also horn in that 
state. the former in Dutchess county, the 
latter in Utica, Oneida county. The father, 
who was a farmer by occupation, removed 
to Lee county, Illinois, in 1850. and resided 
on a farm near Amboy until 1862. when he 
traded his property there for a farm in Co- 
lumbia county, Pennsylvania. taking his 
family with him. After a few years Spent 
in the Nevstone state he returned to Illinois. 
and later came to Towa. purchasing a farm 
of eighty acres in Grant township, this coun- 
ty. He continued in active business through- 
ou lite and worked in the fields until a 
week prior to his death. He was born Au- 
§ust 27. 1804, and died August 25. 1887. at 
the age of -eighty-three years, and his wife 
Pissed away in t&892. at the age of seventy- 
eight. 
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Theodore Harbin is the fourth in order 
ot birth in a family of six children. lour of 
whom are still living. During his boyhood 
aud youth he accompanied his parents on 
their various removals. and drove ACTOSS 
the country from Amboy, Illinois. to Colum- 
bia county. Pennsylvania. After a year 
spent in the latter state, however, he returned 
to Lee county, Illinois, and commenced work 
fer an old neighbor. There he obtained a 
portion of his education in a loge’ school house 
situated about three and a half miles irom 
his hone. He only worked for about six 
weeks after his return to Illinois, when he 
enlisted, at Dixon, May 20. 1864, in the one 
hundred day service, becoming a member of 
Company D, One Hundred and Fortieth 
Hhnois Volunteer Infantry. He was only 
seventeen years of age at that time. With 
his regiment he did picket duty near Mem- 
plus. being at that place at the time of For- 
rests raid. He was discharged from the 
service at Chicago October 29. 1864. and 
returned to Lee county. Illinois. In 1865 
the family came to Linn county, Jowa, by 
rail with exceplion of our subject and his 
younger brother, who drove across the coun- 
try to Centre Point, Washington township. 

At the age of twenty-four Theodore 
Hamblin left home and for four years trav- 
cled over the country as a peddler of tin- 
wae. [i T87%,tm partnership with another 
gentleman, he opened a general store It 
Walker, which they conducted until the early 
part of 1875, when they met with business 
reverses. Mr. Hamblin next embarked in 
the hardware and grocery business with his 
cousin. Harlow Porter, but this partnership 
was dissolved a year later, and he has since 
trade alone. He 
at his own bench 
one, and 1s now 


carried on. the hardware 
learned the tinner’s {racle 
without the help of any 
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MRS. THEODORE HAMBLIN. 
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successfully engaged in business, carrying a 
large and well-selected stock of shelf .and 
heavy hardware. He owns the block in 
which his store 1s located, and has other real 
estate interests 1n \Valker, 

Mr. Hamblin was married, November 
25, 1876, to Miss Hattie M. Lovering, a na- 
tive of New Hampshire and a daughter of 
Dr. Moses Lovering. Two children were 
born to them. namely: Birdie, born Sep- 
tember 11, 1880, died in his ninth vear; and 
Leo L., born in 1887, on March 3d, is at- 
tending scheol in Walker. 

Mr, Hamblin is quite prominent socially, 
and is an honored member of the Masonic 


Lodge at Walker, in which he has served 


as senior deacon and is now senior warden. 
He has also passed all the chairs in the Odd 
Fellows Lodge. and is a member of the Re- 
hekah Lodge of that order. He also be- 
longs to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
the lowa Legion of Honor and the Modern 
Brotherhood of America. In politics he is 
a Democrat, but in local affairs supports the 
men whom he believes best qualified to fill 
Al- 
though his township is strongiv Republican, 
he has been elected for twelve consecutive 
years as justice of the peace, and has held 
Various other township offices. He has also 
served as mayor of the village of Walker 
at dilferent times, being one of the six com- 
missioners that elected the first mayor of 
Walker, and he was chosen by the people 
to serve as the second mayor of the city. At 
the present time he is serving as one of the 
city council. He is always willing to aid 
every enterprise for the betterment of the 
village, taking an active interest in securing 
the present system of water works, as well 
aS a number of other improvements. He is 
Pre-eminently public-spirited and progres- 


the offices regardless of party lines. 
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sive, and is recognized as a valued and use- 
ful citizen in the community. where he re~ 


sides, 


JOSEPH MUTCHLER. 


For a period of over thirty-four years. 
the subject of this review was prominently 
identified with the farming interests of Linn 
county, owning and operating a fine farm of 
three hundred and twenty acres near Center 
Point, but he has now laid aside active labor 
and is living retired in that village. He 
was born in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, 
on the 5th of July. r840, and is a son of 
Jacob Mutchler, a native of Germany, who 
came to the new world with his father, Ma- 
thias Mutchler, and located in Lycoming 
county, Pennsylvania. On reaching man- 
hood Jacob Mutchler was married there to 
Miss Elizabeth Birch, who was born in that 
state of German parentage. He owned and 
operated a farm and sawmill, being engaged 
in the manufacture of lumber for some years. 
In 1849 he removed to Crawford county, 
Oluo, where he followed agricultural pur- 
suits until coming to Linn county, Iowa, in 
1864. He located on a farm in Grant town- 
stip and continued to make his home here 
until about twelve years before being called 
to his final rest in the spring of 1894, at 
the age of eighty-four vears. His wife had 
passed awav some years previous, dying in 
ror: 

Joseph Mutchler was fourth in order of 
birth in a fanuly of six children born to 
Jacob Mutchler and wife, the others being: 
(1) Sophia. deceased, was the wife of John 
Herely, and they made their home in Grant 
township. (2) Benjamin was killed by an 
accident at the age of nine vears. (3) Mary, 
deceased, was the wife of Rev. J. S. Schnei- 
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der and were residents of Ohio. (4) Our 
subject was next in order of birth. (5) 
Rosie, wife of Fred Herely, resides in Cen- 
ter Point, where he is living retired. (6) 
Sarah, widow of John Leonard. makes her 
home in Center Point. 

Joseph Mutchler spent the days of his 
boyhood and youth on his father’s farm: in 
Ohio,and attended the district schools of that 
locality. When the country became involved 
in civil war he laid aside all personal inter- 
ests and in -\ugust, 1862, enlisted in Com- 
pany IX. Eighty-first Ohio Volunteer Infan- 
try, which was assigned to the -\rmy of the 
Tennessee, under the command of General 
Dodge, and later under General John A. 
Logan. being transferred from the Sixteenth 
to the I'ifteenth Army Corps. His first en- 
gagement was a skirmush in Mississippi, and 
was tollowed bv the battles of Corinth, Mis- 
sissippi, Tuscumbia, Alabama, Lay Ferry, 
‘Georgia. and Rome Cross Roads, where he 
received a gunshot through the left thigh and 
was in the hospitals at Nashville, Tennessee, 
Louisville. Kentucky, and other places for 
about two months. A fter rejoming his regi- 
ment at Atlanta he went with Sherman on 
the memorable march to the sea. and took 
part im the battle of Bentonville, North Caro- 
ina. which was the last engagement of the 
war. Lhe army then marelied north through 
Richmond to Washington, D. C., and par- 
ticipated in the grand review. Mr. Muteh- 
ler's regiment was then sent to Louisville, 
Kentucky, and was hnally mustered out at 
Camp Dennison, Ohio, being discharged in 
July. 1865. 

In the meantime our subject’s - parents 
had removed to this county, and on leaving 
the armv he rejoined them here, remaining 
under the parental reof one vear, witile he 
commenced to break and improve an eighty- 
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acre tract of land which he had purchased, 
In 1866 he located upon his farm and suc- 
cesstully engaged in its cultivation for over 
a third of a century. He has added to his 
property from time to time until he now 
has three hundred and twenty acres, and has 
made many useful and valuable improve- 
ments upon the place, including the erection 
of good buildings. Besides this farm he 
owns another in Linn county, and one hun- 
dred and fifteen acres of land partly in Ben- 
fon county and partly in Linn county, Iowa. 
Renting the homestead jn 1900, he has since 
lived a retired life in Center Point, where 
he built a good brick residence in the sum- 
ner of IgOO. 

On the 15th of November, 1866, Mr. 
Mutchler was married, in Linn county, to 
Miss Ella Rogers, who was born in Ohio, 
but was reared in this county, her father be- 
ing one of its pioneer settlers. By this 
unon were born five children, namely: 
Jacob S., who holds a position as pharmacist 
in lowa City; Edwin F., who is now suc- 
cesstully engaged as principal of the school 
m Manley, Iowa, and has held a state cer- 
tificate for four years; John A.. who has 
been engaged in the practice of medicine at 
swea City, Iowa. for two years; Ira, at 
home; and Jennie Belle, who died at the age 
of three years. The mother of these chil- 
dren died May 28, TSsg, and for his second 
wite Mr. Mutchler married, February 25, 
1891, Miss Florence Gilchrist, a sister of 
Lawrence Gilchrist. whose sketch appears on 
another page of this volume. She was born 
and reared in Linn county. To this mar- 
rage was born one child, Margaret Josie, 
who was born May 2, 1893, and died Au- 
gust 8, 1897, and interred in the Center 
Point cemetery. 

Ir. Mutehler cast his frst presidential 
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vote for Stephen A. Douglas, the ‘“‘little 
giant, but since then has been a stanch sup- 
porter of the Republican party and its prin- 
ciples. Je takes an active interest in eduea- 
tional affairs and has served as a member 
of the schoo] board. He is a member of 
Dennison Post, No. 244, G. A. R., of which 
he 1s past commander, and he has been .a 
delegate to the state encampment and also 
to the national encampment at Milwaukee. 
Both have held membership in the Evan- 
gelical church. As a business man he has 
been ennnently successful, and the prosperity 
that has come to him is certaimly well de- 
served, as it 1s due entirely to his own in- 
dustry, perseverance and good business 
ability, 





RICHARD A. MOSES. 


In January, 1896, there came to Cedar 
Rapids. Iowa, this bright and able law ver, 
who has already won a prominent position 
at the bar of Linn county, and is enjoying 
a large and lucrative practice. He comes 
trom the far-off state of Cormecticut, his 
birth having occurred in Unionville August 
13, 1850. His father, Richard Moses, was 
uso a native of that state, which was the 
home of his ancestors for inany generations, 
the tamily having been founded there in 1641 
by John Moses, who came to this country 
from England, and alter residing in New 
Hampshire for a short time removed to Con- 
necticut. Our subject’s great-grandfather 
Was a soldier of the Revolutionary war, and 
tl one tine owned the land on: which the 
Brooklyn navy yard stands. The grand- 
father. Joshua Moses, was one of the de- 
fenders of the country in the war of 1812. 
Richard Moses. the father of our subject, 
Who was one of the leading farmers of Hart- 


ford county, Connecticut, and a miller by 
trade, died in 1860, at the age of fifty years. 
He married Rachel Norton, who was born 
in Connecticut of Scotch ancestry and long 
survived her husband, dying in Minnesota 
February 13,1900. The family to which she 
belonged was founded in Massachusetts in 
early colonial days. 

Unto Richard) and Rachel (Norton) 
Moses were born nine children, but one died 
in early childhood, another at the age of 
fifteen years, and two daughters after they 
were grown and married. Those of the 
family still living are Adrian, a contractor of 
Connecticut; I:merson, a farmer and dairy- 
man of Minnesota; Bernard, a professor in 
the University of California, who is now in 
the Philippines on the Taft commission; 
Richard A., of this review; and Lucius H., 


a farmer and stock man of Minnesota. All 
were educated in the common = schools of 
Connecticut. 

Richard A. Moses first attended the 


public schools of his native state ‘and later 
tuck a preparatory course at Wesleyan Acad- 
enly at Wilbraham and Williston Seminary 
at léast Hampton, Massachusetts. Subse- 
quently he entered Michigan University, Ann 
Arbor, where he pursued a literary course 
and was graduated in 1872 with the degree 
of A. B. During the following six years he 
taught in the state high school at Mantor- 
ville, Miniesota, and in the meantime com- 
menced the study of law, to which he de- 
voted considerable attention for ten years, 
and in 1882 was admitted to the bar in Min- 
nesota. He then engaged in practice at Kas- 
son, that state. He served as county super- 
intendent of schools in 1879 and Iso, andl 
in 1882 was elected county attorney. He 
engaged in the practice of law in partnership 
with another gentleman, which connection 


318 





Was continued tntil his removal to \Woon- 
socket, South Dakota, in 1887. During his 
residence there he served as couuty super- 
intendent of schools, in connection with his 
professional cuties, On first coming to Linn 
county, lowa, in 1898, Mr. Moses located 
in Marion, where he worked up a fair prac- 
tice, but believing that Cedar Rapids fur- 
nished a better field for his labors he re- 
moved to this place in January, 1896, and 
as a man of ability and enterprise has al- 
ways built up an extensive practice. 

On the 11th of February, 1877, was cele- 
brated the marriage of Mr. Moses and Miss 
Florence M. Russell, whose mother was a 
sister of Judge Lord, of Minnesota, who was 
a very prominent man politically in’ that 
State. Ly this union were horn two chil- 
dren, one of whom died in infanev, the other 
being Bernice E., at home. The family are 
attendants of the [Episcopal church, and 
Mrs. Moses is quite an active worker in the 
laides’ societies. 

Mr. Moses has purchased residence prop- 
erty in Cedar Rapids, where he intends mak- 
ig his permanent home. He was one of 
the organizers of the Fraternal Bankers’ Re- 
serve, which was started in January, 1901, 
and has its main office in Cedar Rapids. Tt 
isa fraternal organization, Incorporated un- 
der the laws of the state of Iowa, and has 
supreine and subordinate lodge system, ad- 
nutting both men and women on equal terms. 
It issues certificates in the sum of six hun- 
dred, twelve hundred and twenty-four hun- 
dred dollars on the graded assessment plan. 
The officers of the supreme lodge are J. W. 
‘Roe, of Cedar Rapids, president; George F. 
Johnson, of Des Moines, secretary; William 
Gierkamp, Jr., of Bennett, Iowa. banker ; 
R. A. Moses, of Cedar Rapids, attorney; and 
Dr. Richard Lord, of Cedar Rapids, mectical 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 
= me ie 


aoe 


examiner. As an attorney Mr. Moses rep= 
resents some of the large business concerns 
ot his adopted city. Fraternally he is a 
Master Mason and a member of the Modern 
Brotherhood of America and the Mystic 
Workers of the World, while politically he 
IS prominently identified with the Republican 
party, and takes an active interest jn public 


affairs. 


STEPHEN MANN. 


On the 22d of January, 1892, there 
passed away at his home in Linn township 
this well-known farmer, who had long been 
numbered among the foremost citizens of 
his community. He was born in that town 
November 19, 1849, and was a son of Adam 
and Jennie (Whitlateh) Mann. of whom 
extended mention is made in the sketch of 
Alva Mann on another page of this volume. 
Our subject was reared on the home farm; 
his time being divided between work in the 
fields and study in the neighboring schools. 

On the 2d of July, 1871, in Linn town- 
slip, was eclebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Mann and Miss Luevy Coleman, a native of 
Henry county, Iowa. and a daughter of 
Elisha and Rebecca (Carr) Coleman, both 
now deceased. Her father followed farming 
in branklin and Linn townships, this county, 
for a number of years, and then removed to 
Nebraska, where he lived for some time, 
but his last days were spent in Kansas, where 
he died at the age of seventy-three years: 
Fler mother departed this life in Nebraska 
at the age of sixty-nine. In the family were 
nine children, of whom seven are still living. 

After his marriage Mr. Mann located on 
a farm of eighty acres on section 10, Linn 
township, given him by his father. He made 








STEPHEN MANN. 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


most of the improvements upon the place, 
and added to it a tract of forty acres which 
he purchased. He also bought land in other 
parts of the township, and at his death owned 
over three hundred acres of fine farming 
land under a high state of cultivation. He 
was quite extensively engaged in stock rais- 
ing, and being a man of good business and 
executive ability he met with success in all 
He was public-spirited 
and enterprising, and always gave his sup- 


his undertakings. 


port to the men and measures of the Dem- 
ocratie party. .\fter a lingering illness of 
five years he departed this life January 22, 
18g2. and was laid to rest in the Paralta 
cemetery. In dis death the community lost 
one ot its best and most highly esteemed 
citizens, and jis loss was deeply mourned. 

There were four children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Mann, namely: (1) TFEmmet, born 
on the home place \ugust 19, 1872, lives on 
a farm adjoining his birthplace in) Linn 
He married Eva Dunlap and 
they have two children, Ivan and Beulah. 
(2) Franklin died at the age of two months. 
(3) Nora is the wife of Frank I. McShane, 
a jarmer of Paralta. Linn township. who 
resiles on property formerly owned by her 
father, and they have one child, Ethel. (4) 
Edna was married, January 30, 1901, to 
Samuel Johnston, and they reside on the 
home place with Mrs. Mann. 

Samuel Johnston is a son of John and 
Mary (Kearns) Johnston, who reside on 
section 22, Linn township, where his father 
owns a well fnpraved and valuable farm of 
one hundred two and a half acres. He was 
born December 27, 1822, in Ohio, where he 


township. 


continued to make his home nutil coming 
to lowa in 1850. Shortly after his arrival in 
Linn county he located on the farm which 


he now occupies and has since successfullv 
18 
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engaged in general farming and stock rais- 
ing. In polities he is a Republican, and in 
religious belief is a Presbyterian, having 
been elder of that church for a number of 
years. He has been twice married, his first 
wife being a Miss Hyland, who died, leav- 
ing one child, Ellen, now the wife of Thomas 
Dumont, of Mt. Vernon. For his second 
wife he wedded Mary Kearns, a daughter 
of John and Margaret (Grubaugh) Kearns, 
who were of German descent, and caine to 
this country in 1853. By this union were 
born nine children, of whom two died when 
young. The others were as follows: (1) 
John E., a farmer of Linn township, mar- 
ried Ida Platner, of Alt. Vernon, and they 
have three children, Hazel, Grace anil Del- 
bert. (2) Charles: F, a farnier of Luin 
township, married Annie Drach and they 
have two children, Marvin and Laura. (3) 
Ina is the wite of Charles Meek, a carpenter 
of Mt. Vernon. (4) William E., a farmer 
of lack Hawk county, Jowa, married 
Bianch Strother, of Linn township, this 
county, aud they have seven children, Flovd, 


Helen, Forest, Gladvs. Howard = and 
Dorothy. (5) Henry Clyde, a farmer of 
Linn township, marriel Nora Boxwell, 


daughter of Robert Boxwell, of that town- 
ship, and they have one child, George R. 
(6) George, a resident of Mt. Vernon, mar- 
ried Grace Perkins, daughter of William E. 
Perkins, and is teaching in the district 
schools of this county. (7) Samuel com- 


pletes the family. 


——— 


THOMAS H. SIMMONS. 


Among the most competent and faith- 
ful officials of the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids & Northern Railroad residing in Cedar 


la} 
tu 
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Kapids is T. H. Simmons, the well-known 
general freight agent. He was born May 
2%, IS49, 1 Augusta, Maine, of which state 
ls parents, Charles and Lucy N. (Gilman) 
Simmons, were also natives. The family to 
which he belongs was founded in America 
at un early day, and his great-grandfather, 
Benjamin White, was a soldier of the Rey- 
olutionary war, entering the service as pri- 
vate and being mustered out as corporal. 
The father of our subject, who was a pub- 
lisher and a dealer in books and stationery, 
served for a time in the regular army and 
Was captain of a company in the Mexican 
war, being a member of General Franklin 
Pierce's staff. He participated in a num- 
ber of engagements. He died at Augusta, 
Maine. when our subject was a mere Jad, 
while his wife survived him twenty-five 
years, andl departed this life at Cedar Rap- 
Ws, Iowa. In their nine ciil- 
dren, of whom our subject is the voungest 
and only one living in Cedar Rapids. For 
many years the father was a prominent pol- 
itician of Maine, and took a very active part 
i local affairs. 

T. H. Simmons was nt the 
grammar and high schools of Augusta, and 
at the age of fourteen years began his busi- 
! is brother’s drug 


family were 


educated 


ness career as a clerk in 
store at that place, remaining with him until 
the sunmmer of TR69, when he came west 
and worked on a farm in Polk county, Iowa, 
for nearly a year. Tn 1870 he entered the 
employ of a druggist at Des Moines as clerk, 
and on leaving him a vear later went to 
Omaha, Nebraska. where he was similarly 
employed for a time. 

Tn March, 1872, he entered the ratlway 
service, with which he has since been con- 
nected. He was with the engineering corps 
On the Omaha & Northwestern Railroad un- 
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til August of that year, and was then clerk 
in the general freight department of the 
Central Iowa Railroad until Febr uary, 1875 

when he was made chief clerk, serving in 
that capacity for three years. He was next 
agent for the same road at Eddyville, Iowa, 
until June, 1879. and from that date until 
the following November was chief 
clerk in the general freiglt department. He 
Was then made assistant general freight 
agent for the Central Iowa Railroad, and 
served im that capacity until April 1, 1886, 
became general northwestern 
lreight agent for that road and the Minne- 
sota & Northwestern system. with h eadquar- 
ters at St. Paul, Minnesota. but on the 15th 
of October, the same year. was apporited 
general selene agent fur the Central Iowa 
Railroad. On the rsth of August, 1887, he 
accepted the position of assistant general 
freight agent for the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids & Northern Railroad, and served as such 
until appointed to his present position as 
general freight agent for the same road Feb- 
ruary I, 1893. Hts practical knowledge ot 
all the details of the business, as well as his 
renders him a must 


ugain 


when he 


acquaintance with men, 
valued entploye, as is evidenced by his long 
continuance in so important a position with 
one of the leading railroad companies of the 
state. 

Mr, Simmons was married, March 3, 
1875. to Miss Ida Laldwin, a native of Iowa 
and a daughter of Levi and Emily Baldwin. 
They have four children: Lucy E.; Althea 
Ik., who is now attending a seminary in New 
York city; Richard S., who is pursuing his 
studies at the State University of Iowa with 
the view of entering the legal profession; 
and Chomas H., a student in the Cedar Rap- 

In his political views Mr. Sim- 
Democrat. but has never cared 


uls schools. 
Mons 3s 
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for official honors, his time being wholly 
taken up with his business affairs. He is 
widely and favorably known, and has a host 
of warm friends in Cedar Rapids. 


ll  $ 


WILLIAM J. SLOAN. 


The subject of this sketch. who is now 
so cthciently serving as justice of the peace 
in Cedar Rapids, has been a resident of the 
city since the spring of 1874. and is num- 
bered among its highly esteemed citizens. 
He was born in county Antrim, Ireland, on 
the gist of October, 1846, a son of James 
and Jane (Stewart) Sloan. also natives of 
the Ikinerald Isle and of Scotch ancestry, 
The tather was reared to farm life, to which 
he continued to devote his time and-en- 
ergies until called to his final rest in 1864. 
at the age of sixty-five years, his death oc- 
curring in Ireland. Subsequently his widow 
came to America. and died at the home of 
her son Robert in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 
187y, at the age of seventy-six years. Our 
subject's grandmother Sloan lived to he 
ninety-six years of age, while her husband 
Wis between seventy and eighty years of age 
at the time of his death. 

Of the ten children born to James and 
Jane (Stewart) Sloan, one died in infancy, 
and two after reaching maturity, these be- 
ing Mary, whose death occurred in Ireland ; 
and Martha, who died in Cedar Rapids, 
lowa. Those still hving are Joseph, who 
lives on the old homestead in county Antrim, 
Ireland; Elizabeth, also a resident of Ire- 
land: Jane, wife of Joseph Moore, of Cedar 
Rapids : Margaret, of Ireland; Ann. wife of 
Samuel McClure, of Tecumseh, Michigan ; 
William l= Our subject; and Robert, of San 
Diego, California. 
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William J. Sloan received a common 
school education in Ireland, and grew to 
manhood on the farm. After the death of 
his father he left home in the winter of 1865- 
6, and came to the new world. In January 
of the latter year he went to Jones county, 
Iowa, where he engaged in farm work for a 
time. He then learned the cooper’s trade 
and did custom work among the farmers for 
eight years. Coming to Cedar Rapids in 
1874, he entered the cooperage department 
of T. M. Sinclair’s packing house, where he 
remained twenty-five years, during which 
tine the trade of the firm grew and the num- 
ber of men employed at the business was 
correspondingly increased. 

In 1874 Mr. Sloan married Miss Jennie 
Armstrong, who was then living in Buchan- 
an county, Iowa, but was also a native of 
county Antrim, Ireland, and came to this 
country when a small child. In 1882 they 
returned to Ireland, where they spent an en- 
jovahle summer among friends and relatives, 
and while there adopted Martha A. G., a 
niece of Mrs. Sloan, who was then only six 
months old, but is now a young lady of nine- 
teen years and is keeping house for our 
subject. She was educated in the high 
school of Cedar Rapids. Mrs. Sloan died 
here in 1884, at about the age of thirty- 
two vears. Our subject was again married, 
11 1887, luis second union being with Miss 
Plxebe Mitchell, a native of Stephenson 
county, Illinois, of which place her parents 
were old settlers. She was born August 
15, 1863. and departed this life January 19. 
1891, at the age of twenty-eight years. 

Mr, Sloan has been an active worker 
in the ranks of the Republican party, but 
has never sought political preferment. 
though he has heen offered public positions. 
He has been a delegate to county and state 
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conventions; 18 a recognized leader in polit- 
ical affairs, and has always been identified 
with the various clubs of the city. On leav- 
ing the employ of Sinclair in the fall of 
1898 he was elected justice of the peace, and 
so acceptably cid he fill the office that he 
Was re-elected in 1900. He is thoroughly 
impartial in meting out justice, his opinions 
being unbiased by either fear or favor, and 
his fidelity to the trust reposed in him is 
above question. In connection with his of- 
heial duties he is also engaged in the real 
estate and loan business. 

Religiously Mr. Sloan is an active and 
influential member of the Third Presbyterian 
church of Cedar Rapids. in which he has 
served as elder since its organization, while 
previously he was connected with Hope Mis- 
sion. He also takes an active interest in 
fraternal matters, and is now serving as mas- 
ter workinan of Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 
276, A. QO. U. W. He also holds member- 
ship in Crescent Lodge, No. 26, A. F. & 
A. M., and the Roval Arcanum. He is a 
pleasant, genial gentleman whe makes many 
triends. and his life has ever heen such as 
ta win him the confidence and respect of 
all with whom he has come in contaet either 
In business or social life. 


OO Oe 


T. MI. ROBINSON. 


Among the early settlers and representa- 
tive citizens of Franklin township is this 
well-to-do farmer. whase home is on section 
25. He is a native of this state, barn in 
Dubuque March 7, 1843, and is a son of 
Joseph and Margaret (McClelland) Robin- 
son, the former of whom was born in Tre- 
land, while the fatter was born in Pennsy}- 


Tama county, Iowa. 
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vania of Irish ancestry. They were mar- 
ried, however, in Dubuque county, Iowa, 
where they continued to make their home 
until our subject was a year and a half old, 
and then came to Linn county, being among: 
the pioneer settlers of Franklin township. 
There the father died October 30, 1850, and 
the mother, who long survived him, de- 
parted this life February 20, 1873, the re- 
mains of both being interred in Downing 
cemetery. Six children blessed their wion, 
namely: (1) John W. enlisted for three 
months m Company K, First lowa Volun- 
teer Infantry, at the outbreak of the Civil 
war, and later re-enlisted in Company I, 
Twenty-fourth Iowa Regiment. Becoming 
ill, he was honorably discharged and re- 
turned home, at which time he weighed only 
ninety pounds, and his mother did not rec- 
ognize him. For thirty-three years he has 
been a telegraph operator for the North- 
western Railroad Company and now resides 
In Stanwood, Cedar county, Iowa, He mar- 
ried. first, Belle Simpson, and aiter her 
death wedded Mary Harmen. a) , Mie 
our subject, is second in order of birth. (3) 
Henry L. died at the age of ten vears. (4) 
Margaret is the wife of J. 3. Irons, who. 
lives a mile and a half east of Toledo in 
(5) Sally D. is the 
wife of Frank Doe, of Toledo, (6) Lydia 
married Frank Barnes, a resident of Ben- 
ton county, Iowa, and died in 1873, since 
which time he has married Lizzie Nender- 
dine. 

When the family came to Linn courity 
the father entered a claim on section 28, 
Franklin township, and upen that place our: 
subject was reared amid pioneer scenes. 
Their nearest neighbor was two miles dis- 
tant, sO sparsely was the county settled at 
that time, and both life and property were 
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often threatened by the constant occurrence 
of prairie fires, the prairies being covered 
at that time with an abundance of wild grass 
which in, the dry season would catch fire 
There was plenty of game, inelud- 
ing wild hogs, deer and turkevs, and wolves 
would trequently prowl rotund the house at 
niet. 


easily. 


The school houses were primitive 
structures built of logs, and supplied with 
benches made of split logs with pegs for 
legs. During the winter the Indians would 
camp in this region, being engaged in hunt- 
ing game and making sugar when the spring 
cue On. 

Alr, Rohinson completed his education 
then 
worked on the farms of either his uncle or 


at the age of seventeen years. antl 
his mother until his marriage. On the 27th 
of September, 1868. in Franklin township, 
he wedded Miss Rachel Eastlack. who was 
hora i Ohio October 18, 1847, a daughter 
of John and Jerusha (McVey) Fastlack. 
Her parents were natives of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, respectively, and were 
married in| Ohio. making their home in 
Highland county. that state. until 1854. 
when they came to Linn county, Iawa. and 
located in) Franklin township, where the 
muther «ted November 15, 1859, her re- 
mains being interred in Alt. Vernon ceme- 
tery. Jn 1863 the father wedded Miss Mary 
Shattuck, a native of New York, who died 
December 18. 1893. and was buried in Cedar 
Rapids, while he died December 19, 1883. 
aud was laid to rest by the side of lus first 
wile in Mt. Vernon cemetery. By the first 
unon he had thirteen children, namely: 
Tsaae Tf. died at the age of twelve years; 
heziah, deceased, was the wife of George 
Hardy, who lives near Leesburg, Ohio; 
James and William both died in childhood ; 
Abigail died at the age of seven vears; 
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Sarah is the widow of E. H. Coles and lives 
near Jameson, Daviess county, Missouri: 
Catherine is the widow of Henry Rvan and 
resides in Clarke county, Iowa; Anna mar 
ried Washington Shantz and both are now 
deceased ; Susan is the wife of John Stein. 
of Cedar Rapids; Eliza died in infanev: 
Rachel] is the wife of our subject; John W. 
died at the age of four years; and Charles 
H, is represented on another page of this 
volume. By Ins second union the father 
had two daughters: Stella, wife of Lucius 
Walker, of Cedar Rapids: and Josephine, 
wife of Edward Elliott. of the same place. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson began their do- 
mestic life on a farm of one hundred anc 
twenty acres in Franklin township. which 
he then owned, and fifty acres of which he 
sold to John Blessing, it being known as the 
Blessing farm. In 1872 he disposed of the 
remainder of the place. and in a covered 
wagon moved to Winterset, Adair county, 
Iowa, where he spent four vears. Ile then 
resided in Ottawa county, Missouri, for the 
same length of time, and in 1880 returned 
to this county, and soon afterward  pur- 
chased the Henry Sailor farm of one hun- 
dred and fifty-two acres in Johnson county, 
to the cultivation of which he devoted his 
time and energies for fourteen years. In 
r894 he removed to Lisbon, where he was 
engaged in carpentering for two seasons, 
and on the expiration of that period located 
upon his present farm on section 25, Frank- 
lin township, which he had purchased in 
1895. This place, which was known as the 
Daniel Kohl farm, consists of one hundred 
and twenty acres of rich and arable land, 
which he has placed under a high state of 
cultivation and improved with good and sub- 
stantial buildings, including a most pleasant 


residence. In connection with general farm- 
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ing he is also engaged in stock raising, and 
is meeting with marked success. Pohit- 
ically Mr. Robinson is a supporter of the 
Republican party, and has served as treas- 
urer of the school board, but has never cared 
for official honors. He is an earnest and 
consistent member of the Christian. church, 
and is held in high regard by all who know 
him, 


JOHN A, FLEMING. 


John A. Fleming, a well-known retired 
farmer and highly respected citizen of Cen- 
ter Point, has made his home in this county 
for almost half a century. He was born in 
Jefferson county, Indiana. May 10, 1843, 
and is 4 son of James Fleming. an honored 
pioneer of Linn county residing in Marion. 
The father is a native wf Nentucky and a 
son of fohn and Mary (MeCrury) Flem- 
ing. who were also born in that state of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry, and there the former 
thed in 1833. His wife subsequently came 
to Linn county, Iowa, to make her home 
with her children, and died here in rayz. In 
their family were eight children. While a 
resident of Jefferson county, Indiana, James 
Pieming married Armilda Evans, by whom 
he had two children: John A.. our stb- 
ject: and George W., who married and went 
to Nebraska, where he resided for a few 
years, but was living in Montana at the time 
ot his death, which oceurred May 20, 1900. 
In I&5t the father brought his family to 
Linn county, Iowa, where he engaged in 
farming until 1889. and has Since lived a 
retired life in Marion. He is a hale and 
hearty old man of about eiglity vears. THis 
first wife died in Indiana, and he has since 
heey, tavice married, having by the second 
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union four children, namely: Henry Se 
resident of Linn-eounty; James-C, and Meda 
A., both of California; and Melinda, wife 
of Leroy Birch, a farmer of this county. 
The children by the third marriage were 
Judson and Florence. The second wife died 
in Linn county, while his last is residing in 
Marion, | 

The subject ef this sketch was in: his 
ninth year when he came with his parents 
to this county, and he grew to manhood 
upon the home farm. He had no educa- 
tional advantages in early life, and he is 
therefore almost wholly self-educated since 
reaching years of maturity. When a young 
man he went to Princeton, Bureau county, 
i!linois, to work fer an uncle, and while 
there he enlisted. in 1864, in the one hun- 
dred days’ service, beconung a member of 
Company -\, One Hundred and Phirty-ninth 
Iilinois Volunteer Infantry. He was mus- 
tered in at Peoria and was engaged prin- 
cipally in doing guard duty in Missouri, 
Kentucky and Tennessee. On the expira- 
lion of that time he re-enlisted for one hun- 
dred days, and went to western Missouri in 
pursuit of Price. After seven months of 
faithful service he was honorably discharged 
i the fall of 1864 and returned home. 

During the tollowing vear Mr. Fleming 
spent six months in Dakota and Nebraska, 
and on his return to this couty rented and 
Operated a farm with an unele for about 
two vears. He then purchased an eighty- 
acre tract of wild land on time, and at once 
conimenced to break, fence and improve the 
place. Selling it at a good profit, he next 
bought forty acres at Round Grove, which 
he operated for two years, and on disposing 
of that place hought eighty acres of wild 
land in Spring -Grove township, which he 


converted into 2 fine farm, adding to 
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it one hundred and twenty acres, which 
he also improved. To the cultivation 
place and removed to Center Point, where 
he bought a residence and has since made 
his home. For two years he engaged tn the 
huteher business and on selling out embarked 
in the hardware trade, carrying a full line 
of shelf and heavy hardware, pumps, etc., 
but at the end of three years he sold his 
interest in the business to his partner and 
has since lived a retired life, enjoving the 
acctunuations of former years. He deserves 
great credit for the success that he has 
achieved in lite, as it 1s due entirely to his 
own well directed efforts and the assistance 
of his estimable wife. 

On the 14th of November, 1870, in Linn 
county, Mr. Fleming was united in marriage 
with Mrs. Emily C. Hyde. who was born, 
reared and educated in St. Lawrence county, 
New York. Her father was MeIntyre Put- 
nev. a native of the same county, who went 
to California about 1849 or 1850, and died 
there. She first married John Hyde, who 
died in St. Lawrence county, New York, 
leaving one son, who is now married and 
restles in Montana. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Fleming have been horn two daughters: 
Alma A\., wife of Dr. Mark A. Newland, of 
Center Point; and Maud L., at home. 

Politically Mr. Fleming has always affil- 
ltted with the Republican party since he 
east luis first presidential vote for Abraham 
Lincoln in 1864, but he has never cared for 
official honors. He is a promiment and active 
member of Dennison Post, No. 244, G. A. 
K., in which he has held all the offices, and 
iS now past commander. He has been a 
delegate to the state encampments and has 
attended three national encampments. Both 
he and lis wife are earnest and faithful 
members of the Christian church of Center 
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Point, and he is now serving as elder and 
treasurer of the game. During the half cen- 
tury he has made his home in this county 
he has witnessed almost its entire growth 
and development, and has seen the village 
of Cedar Rapids transformed into a Hourish- 
ing city. He has ever borne his part in the 
work of advancement, and as an agricult- 
urist he materially aided in the upbuilding 
of the county. He is a man of exemplary 
habits and tried integrity, and has the con- 
fidence and high regard ot the entire com- 


munity. 


JOSEPH LILLY. 


Joseph Lilly, a successful blacksmith, of 
Cedar Rapids, residing at No. 520 Third 
avenue west, was born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, in 1848, and is a son of Joseph and 
Mary Ann (Fanning) Lilly, natives of 
Maryland and Virginia, respectively. In 
their family were ten children, nine of whom 
are still living, our subject being the firth 
in order of birth. In 1855 the father came 
to Linn county, Iowa, and purchased a farm 
six miles south of Cedar Rapids, 1t consist- 
ing of one hundred and sixty acres of wild 
prairie and timber land, which he com- 
menced to clear and improve. He con- 
tinued its cultivation until after tlie death 
of his wife, which occurred in 1883. and 
then went to live with a son and daughter 
in Pocahontas county, Iowa, where he died 
in 1895. Politically he was a Jacksonian 
Democrat, and an earnest advocate of the 
principles of his party. 

The subject of this sketch was a lad of 
seven years when he came to this county 
with his parents, and its public schools af- 
forded him his early educational advantages. 
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Fle attended school, however. Only a few 
months during the winter time, while 
through the summer months he assisted his 
father in the work of the farm. At the age 
of eighteen he started out in life for him- 
Self. Going to Iowa City, ine commenced 
learning the carriagemaker’s and black- 
smith’s trades, and during his apprenticeship 
received forty-six dollars for the first year, 
hfty-six dollars for the second and sixtv- 
six dollars for the third, while he virtually 
did errands for his board. He then worked 
in smaller towns until 1872, and then came 
to Cedar Rapids, where he was in the em- 
ploy of others for about fourteen years, anid 
then embarked in business for himself as 4 
general blacksmith. His first shop was just 
across the street from his present location, 
and he has engaged in business it only these 
two places. He has built up an excellent 
trade and now furnishes employment tu five 
His ac- 
cumulations are the result of his own untir- 


skilled workmen the vear round. 


ing industry. perseverance and good mian- 
agement. and he deserves great credit for 
He has 
heen somewhat handicapped, having met 


the suecess he has achieved in Itfe. 


with a serious accident about five years ago, 
when a horse ran away with him, fracturing 
Ins knee so that the limb had to be aun~ 
putated. 

Jn June, 1874. was celebrated the mar- 
riage of Mr. Lilly and Miss Jennie Ander- 
son, aso a native of Ohio, and a daughter 
of John and Anna (Powers) Anderson, in 
Whose family were seven children. In 1854 
she came with her parents to Linn COUNTY, 
Iowa. where the father died in the fal} of 
the same year. The family then returned 
to Ohio, but later they again removed to 
Towa, making the Journey in a covered 
wagon, Unto our subject and his wife was 
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born one child, Eddie, whe died at the age 
of four years and a half. 

In his political views Mr. Lilly is a Pro- 
lubitionist, and in his social relations iS a 
meniber of the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica. Religiousty hoth he and his wife hold 
membership in the Christian chureh, and 
they are highly respected and esteenied by 
all who know them. 

—————o+-o-—__—— 


CONRAD KEPLER. 

This honored and highly respected citi- 
zen of Franklin township. whose home is 
on section 4, was born in Frederick county, 
Maryland, January 5, i811, and is a son of 
John Kepler, of Pennsylvania, who was burn 
E778 and died in 1848 The mother, who 
was about eight years older than her hus- 
band, was born in 1770, and died in 184k. 
They had six children. namely:  kachel, 
John, Peter, Mary, Conrad and Henry. 

Conrad Kepler spent the days uf his boy- 
hood and youth on the home farm, and re- 
mained with his parents until he attained 
his majority, in the meantime acquiring: a 
good practical education in the district 
schools. On the 16th of December. 1&3. 
he married Miss Margaret Lingenfelter, a 
native of Maryland and a daughter of John 
Lingenfelter, who was born in the same 
State. They became the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: John William, born Mareh 
(8, 1834, married Sarah Kepler, and is now 
engaged in the wood business in Mt. Vernon, 
hut formerly followed farming in Franklin 
township, this county. Peter H., born May 
23, 1836, married Elizabeth Doty, and died 
on his farm in Franklin township. Thomas 
>.. Charles W. and Columbus Howard are 
all represented elsewhere in this volume. 
Annie Rebecca, born October 20, 1848, is 





CONRAD KEPLER. 
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the wife of George Riley, a farmer of Frank- 
lin township. Edwin M., born July 26, 
r43. married May McKav, and is a veteran 
of the Civil war, and a farmer, residing in 
Kansas. Iehizabeth A., born February 25, 
1851, 1s the wife of Obadiah Cole, of Cedar 
county, Lowa. 

In 1843 Mr. Kepler left his old home in 
Marvland, and with four horses and a wagon 
started with his family for Iowa, carrving 
therr household effeets and provisions with 
them, and camping and cooking by the way. 
After traveling for forty-hve days they 
landed in Linn county, and Mr. Kepler pur- 
chased two hundred and forty acres of land 
mm Franklin township. where he successfully 
enyaged in general farming and stock rais- 
mg throughout lis active life, but is now 
living retired. His wife, who was a devout 
and taithtul member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, diecdl December 29, 1879, at the 
age Of sixty-nine years, and was laid to rest 
In Sugar Grove cemetery. She was beloved 
by all who knew her, and her loss was keenly 
felt by o wide circle of relatives and friends. 

The Republican party has always found 
in Mr. Nepler a stanch si:pporter of its prin- 
ciples, and he has held many township of- 
fices. Ife is one of the leading citizens of 
the community in which he resides, and is 
held in high regard by all who have the 
pleasure of his acquaintance. In religious 
faith he was formerly a Lutheran, but 10w 
holds membership in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. 





4. TAYLOR COCHRAN, 


Numbered among the substantial and 
enterprising citizens of Center Point is Z. 
laylor Cochran, who is one of Lint coun- 
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ty’s native sons, his birth having occurred 
in Otter Creek township July 11, 1849. His 
father, George Cochran, was born in Vir- 
ginia in 1807, and was a son of George 
Cochran, Sr., also a native of the Old Do- 
numon and of German descent. The lat- 
ter was a soldier of the war of 1812, and 
one of the pioneers of Pickaway county, 
Ohio. There his son, George Cochran, Jr., 
grew to manhood and married a Aliss \Ward. 
by whom he had two children: John, a resi- 
dent of Center Point, lowa; and Mary Jane, 
wite of Ulvsses Hendrickson. of Oronogo, 
Jasper county, Missouri. For his second 
wife he married Miss Susan Gunn, and our 
subject was the only child born of this union. 
Coming west in I84o0, the father entered 
land in Linn county, Iowa, and the follow- 
ing vear took up his residence thereon, own- 
ing and operating a good farm of two hun- 
dred and sixty acres in Otter Creek town- 
ship. In 1850 he went Overland to Cali- 
fornia, and after spending about one year 
on the Pacific slope returned to this county 
by way of the Isthmus of Panaina, New 
Orleans, St. Louis and Davenport. He filled 
the office of township trustee and fled other 
positions of honor and trust, and was an 
active and prominent member of the Chris- 
tian church, to which he gave liberally. He 
died upon his farm in 1887, and his wife 
passed away in 1880. She was born in Vir- 
ginia, but was reared and educated in Ohio, 
and engaged in teaching school in| Linn 
county, Iowa, prior to her marriage. 

Zz Tavlor Cochran grew to manhood on 
the homestead farm, and after attending the 
common schools of the county for several 
years he entered Oskaloosa College. where 
he pursued his studies for two vears. He 
then engaged in teaching school in Otter 
Creek township for five or six years. On 


CS —— 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





Mary Maria (Snyder) Gillette. The tather 
was born in Connecticut June 15. 1797, and 
helonged to a family of English 
Which was founded in that state at an early 
day. Our subject's grandfather, who was 
known as Captain Gillette, IS supposed to 
have been in the Rirweliceterrias: vowar. At the 
age of nine vears the father left his native 
state and went to Westfield, Massachusetts. 
where he made his home for ‘a number of 
years. He then came west as agent for a 
company who were buying lands from the 
halt-breed Indians, and went up the Mis- 
souri river near Eddyville. He hought quite 
a large amount of land and spent some tune 
with the Black Iawk tribe, there being six 
weeks that he never saw a white man. He 
first marrie] a Miss Lee, a native of Mas- 
sachusetts, and they lived for some time in 
Museatine. Iowa, but later returned to the 
east, where she died. Later, 
to Iowa. he met 
quently 


origin 


while on his 
the ladv who suhse- 
she being the 
mother of our subject. They were married 
in Fipton, Iowa, in 1845. She was born in 
New York state July 15, 1827, of Holland 
ancestry, and died February 5, 1883. and 
beth were buried at Tipton. By his first 
Inarriage he had six children, only two of 
whom are now living. Those born of the 
second union were C. A., our subject; J. 
A.. now deceased, married Martha Ston- 
acker, now a resident of Cedar Rapids; F. 
\.. a resident of Marshalltown, Towa, who 
lirst married Jennie Mills and after her 
death wedded Sarah Kennedy; John tha 
who married and lives in Burlinstes, Iowa; 
Sarah M., deceased. who first married Will. 
lam Carnahan, and second C. W. Morton, 
of Dennison, Towa: and Enima, who died 
at the age of six years. 

C. A. Gillette was reared in this state 


Way 


hecaine is Wife, 
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and attended the distriet schools until tour 
teen years of age. He was next a student 
at the Tipton high school for about five 
months, and completed his education at 
Cornell College at the age of sixteen. Dur- 
ing the terrible tornado of 1860 he Was with 
the family upon the home farm, while the 
father was serving as postinaster at St. 
Mary's. Our subject was engaged in ag- 
ricultural pursuits until 1866, when the fa- 
ther traded his farm for a stock of mer- 
chandise at Mt. Vernon. and the following 
year bought a hotel, a part of which he con- 
verted into a store room. Our subject as- 
sisted his father in conducting the store un- 
til it was destroyed by fire in 1868. after 
which they ran a dray and hack line for some 
trate. 
ried on by our subject and his brother unti! 
1876, when the former commenced traveling 


This business was subsequently car- 


through northeastern Iowa buying wool and 
selling woolen goods. The following year 
he traveled through the country mtroducing 
the patent known as the 
Chamberlain remedies. which are manu- 
factured at Des Moines. He was next en- 
gaged in teaming until 1881, when he em- 
barked in the creamery business, establish- 
ing a regular route, over which he traveled 
in the winter time buying poultry, and also 
Spent some winters in the poultry house at 
Lisbon. His time was thus taken up until 
the tall of 1899. when he rented a place be- 
longing to his father-in-law and resumed 
farming. He is also interested in the fruit 
and nursery business, owning two acres of 
land w hich he has devoted to the same. 
On the 25th of January, 1882, in Frank- 
lin township, Mr. Gillette was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Alice Yeisley, who was born 
in Monroe county, Pennsvivania, August 
9, 1858, and is of German descent. Her 


medicines now 
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parents were Philip and Margaret (Steele) 
Yeisley. the former also a native of Monroe 
county, Pennsylvania, and the latter of New 
York state. They were married at Dela- 
ware Water Gap, Pennsylvania, and came 
west in 1870, locating first in Jones county, 
Iowa. In 1881 they came to Franklin town- 
slip, Linn county, where the father pur- 
chased a farm on which thev still reside. 
Mrs. Gillette is the youngest of their three 
children. the others being Horace, who mar- 
ried Josephine Shaler and resides in Lisbon, 
Jowa; and Charles. who wedded Mary Hil- 
bert Caster Gilbert, now deceased, and makes 
lus home in Cahfornia. Mr. and Mrs. Gill- 
ette have three elildren: Harry A., born 
November 19. 1882; C. Edgar, born March 
5, 1887: and Earl LeRoy, born Mareh 19, 
1892. The oldest son will graduate at the 
Lisbon high school in the class of 1901. 

The Kepublican party has always found 
in Mr. Gillette a stanch supporter of its 
principles, but he has never taken a very 
active part in political affairs and cares 
nothing for office. He was formerly a mem- 
her ot the Legion of Honor and Star of 
Bethlehem Lodge, No. 3, K. P., of Mt. 
Vernon. and has been officially connected 
He attends St. Paul's 
Lutheran church of Lishon, and is held in 
high regard by a large circle of friends and 
ACKUAMLAICS. 
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JOSEPH MEKOTA, LL. B; 


The subject of this review is the leading 
Bohemian attorney of Cedar Rapids, being 
a member of the well-known firm of Bing- 
ham & Mekota, who have advanced to high 


and honorable distinction in professional 
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circles. He was born‘in Bohemia on the 
17th of April, 1866, but was only three years 
old when brought to this country by his 
parents, Frank and Dorota (Petrik) Me- 
kota. The family located near Solon, John- 
son county, lowa, where the father followed 
farming with good success for several years, 
and 1s now living retired with a daugliter 
in Cedar Rapids, at the age of sixty-eight. 
He 1s a self-made man, his success in lite 
being due entirely to his own unaided ef- 
forts. His wife died in Lowa City in 1892. 
In their tamily were nine children, namely : 
John, who 1s now in the employ of the Parlor 
City Fuel Company of Cedar Rapids; Anna, 
wife of Joseph Janko, who lives on a farm 
near Western, Iowa; Frank, a business man 
of Solon; Mary. wife of V. Cuhel, a farmer 
of Iairfax township, this county; Joseph, 
the subject of this sketch; Wesley, who pur- 
chased the old homestead. of his father in 
Johnson county; Fannie, wife of Frank 
Najt. of Cedar Rapids; Bessie, wife of Fred 
Barta, of Cedar Rapids; and Emma. The 
children were all educated in the cominon 
schools of Jolinson county. 

Joseph Mekota remained on the hone 
farm with his father until 1890, assisting in 
the labors of field and meadow during the 
summer season, while through the winter 
he attended school. He began lus educa- 
tion in the country schools of Johnson coun- 
tv, and in 1883 attended Iowa City Acad- 
emy, and then entered the State University, 
after which he engaged in teaching in order 
that he might complete the college course, 
and in the fall of r890 returned to the Lowa 
State University, and in 1892 completed 
the regular course; he also did the junior 
work in the law department, from which 
he was graduated in 1893 with the degree 
of LL. B. He was married, on the 12th of 
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June, that year, to Miss Mary B. Zika, and 
began housekeeping in Cedar Kapids, but re- 
turned to Iowa City and was graduated on 
the 14th of the same month. They have 
one child, Vega, born in June, 1895. 

The day following his graduation Mr. 
Mekota opened an office in Cedar Rapids, 
and was not long in building up a very large 
and paying practice, which he stil] enjovs as 
a member of the firm of Bingham & Mekota. 
It is one of the most Hourishing firms in the 
city, being engaged in general practice in 
the federal, supreme and district courts of 
Iowa, and their patronage comes not alone 
from this county, but from Johnson and 
Other adjoining counties. Mr. Mekota com- 
mands a very large share of the Bohemian 
business, and as counsel represents the larg- 
est Bohemian firms and lodges of Cedar 
Ramds. He has met with most wonderful 
success 11 his chosen profession. 

AIr. Mekota is a Democrat jn politics, 
and is a party leader among his own peo- 
ple. but has never sought political honors. 
Fraternaily he is a member of Jan Hus 
Lodge. I. O. O. F., which is the Only Bo- 
henuan lodge of that order west of the Mis- 
Sissippi river, and is also a member Of the 
C. S. P. S. Lodge, and the C s. Be © J; 
Lodge. He helongs to the \Vestern Bo- 
hemian Fraternal Association, in which he 
IS NOW serving as attorney of the supreme 
lodge, and is a member of the Woodmen of 
the World He was one of the organizers 
and promoters of the Bohemian Afutual Fire 
Association of Cedar Rapids. of which he 
was a director for five vears: and is a mein- 
ber of the board of directors of the Bo- 
henuan Building & Loan Association and at- 
torney for the same. He js literary in his 
tastes, is a well informed man and a good 
speaker, anil is a campaign orator and active 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


SS NS a RE We nie ets a SS 


worker for the Democratic party. Mr. Me 
kota was one of the Promoters of the new 
Bohemian school of Cedar Rapids, and is 
a member of the public library board. which 
IS aN appointive position. He takes ‘ul active 
interest in sports of various kinds, and is an 
ardent supporter of bowling, in which he is 
quite proficient. 


JAMES A. NORTH. 


Among the honored veterans of the Civil 
War now residing in Linn county is this 
well-known citizen of Center Point. He 
was horn in Trumbull county, Ohio, on the 
Ist of January, 1829, and is a representa- 
tive of a family of Scotch origin which was 
founded in Marvland at an early day. His 
paternal grandfather, George North, Sr. 
was a teamster for the Continental army in 
the Revolutionary war. His father, George 
North, Jr., was a native of Marvland, and 
when a young man removed to Qhio, where 
he married Miss Nancy Patterson, who was 
also born in Maryland. Ter father, Davie 
Patterson, fought for seven years for the 
treelom of the colonies in the Revolution, 
and was wounded two or three times. He 
subsequently received a pension from the 
government. lor some years the father of 
our subject followed farming in Ohio, and 
in 1849 removed to De Kalb county, Inei- 
ana, where he secured a tract of govern- 
ment Jand with a land warrant. To the im- 
provement and cultivation of that place he 
devoted the remainder of ‘his life, dving 
there in January, 1877, while his wtfe passed 
away in 1882. 

The subject of this review was reared 


‘on the old home farm in the Buckeye state, 
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and received a rather limited education in 
its public schools. He was married, De- 
cember 4, 1853. in Union county. Ohio, to 
Miss Martha J. Newland, who was born in 
Logan county, that state, January 21, 1834, 
and obtaining a good practical education 
in the Olio schools she successfully engaged 
in teaching for some years prior to her mar- 
riage. She is a daughter of Andrew A. 
Newland. and a sister of H. D. Newland, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 
Of the four children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
North the oldest, Martin \W., died at the age 
of ten vears while lis father was in the 
army, and a daughter died in infancy. 
Those living are Franklin, a resident of 
Oklahoma City: and Charles H.. who was 
educated in Houghton, New York, is a 
traveling salesman residing in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The latter was married, in Lib- 
eral. Kansas, Mav 30, 1889, to Mollie E. 
Nilill, and they have four children, Clar- 
ence, [stella, Robert James and Charles 
Henry, 

lor some years Mr. North was engaged 
in farming in Union county, Ohio, and then 
spent four years in following the same pur- 
suit in De Kalb and Noble counties, Indi- 
ana, atter Wlich he returned to Ohio. On 
the 28th of August, 1861, he enlisted for 
three years in Company F, Thirty-first Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, which formed a part of 
the Army of the Tennessee. He served for 
some time as third sergeant, and subsequent- 
lv was promoted to orderly sergeant and still 
later to first lieutenant. Tis first engage- 
ment was at Cumberland Gap, followed by 
the battles of Chickamauga and Missionary 
Ridge, and the Atlanta campaign, ending in 
the siege and surrender of that city. He 
then accompanied General Sherman on the 
march to the sea and through the Carolinas, 
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and passing through Richmond proceeded to 
Washington, D. C., where he participated in 
the grand review at the close of the war. 
He had veteranized in January, 1864, ani 
remained in the service until hostilities 
ceased. From Washington he accompanted 
his regiment to Louisville, Kentucky, and 
while there was granted a furlough and 
returned home. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Columbus, Ohio, in July, 186s. 
During his service he was ill in the hospital 
at Louisville for about two months, but with 
that exception he was always on active duty, 
valiantly defending the old flag and the 
cause it represented. 

Mr. North continued to engage in farm- 
ig in Ohio until 1867, when he came to 
Linn county, Iowa, and purchased eighty 
acres of land im Grant township, Only three 
acres Of which had been broken and a cabin 
erected thereon. He continued the improve- 
ment and cultivation of that farm until the 
fall of 1885, and extended its boundartes 
until they contained two hundred acres, on 
which he erected a good set of farm build- 
ines. Selling his place in 1885, he removed 
to Stevens county, Kansas, where he secured 
a homestead, and there owned and operated 
jour hundred and eighty acres of land for 
four years. On the expiration of that period 
he returned to Linn county, Iowa, and has 
since lived a retired life in Center Point, 
where he owns a very pleasant home and is 
surrounded by all the comforts whieh make 
life worth the living. 

On attaining his majority Mr. North 
becaine identified with the Democracy, and 
cast his first presidential vote for Franklin 
Pierce in 1852, but during the Civil war he 
becaine a Republican and voted for .\bra- 
ham Lincoln in 1864. On accouut of Ius 
views on the temperance question he now 


votes the Prohibition ticket, helieving that 
issue to be the most important at the present 
time. He has filled the offices of city mar- 
shal and street commissioner in Center Point 
and while living on the farm served as a 
member of the school board. He is a char- 
ter member of Dennison Post, No. 244, G. 
A. R., and both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the United Evangelical church of 
Center Point. They are widely and favor- 
ably known throughout this section of the 
county, and are held in the highest respect 
by their many friends. 


JOHN A. KEARNS. 


John A. earns. deceased, was for over 
forty-six vears an honored and Inghly yre- 
spected citizen of Linn county, much of his 
life heing passed upon his farm on section 
S. Linn township, where he owned and sue- 
cesstully operated one hundred and seventy- 
hve acres of rich and arable land. He was 
born in Richland county, Ohio, April 25, 
1835. and in 1853 caine to Towa with his 
parents, John and Margaret (Grubaugh) 
Kearns, who were of German descent. The 
family located in Linn township, this county, 
where the father follawed farming for many 
years. Te died there at the age of Sixty- 
eight vears, and his wife passed away at the 
age of eighty-six. They had six children, 
who are still living and continue to reside 
m Linn township. 

Throughout his active business life John 
A. Wearns followed general farming and 
stock raising with good success. In March, 
1863, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Catherine Mann, a daughter of Adam and 
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Jennie (Whitlateh) Mann. Her father was 
a native of Greene county, Pennsylvania, and 
continued lis residence in that state during 
his boyhood and vouth. When a young man 
he went to Ohio, where he lived for four 
years, and then came to Towa, crossing the 
Mississippi at Muscatine, \ugust 8, 1837. 
On this trip he was accompanied by his par 
ents, David and Nancy Mann, who located 
on a farm in Greenfield township. Jones 
county, where they made their home until 
death. 

Adam Mann remained with his parents 
in Jones county until 1840. when he came 
to Linn county, and tool up his residence 
on section 8, Linn township, where he en- 
tered one hundred and sixty acres of land 
from the government. He at once com- 
menced to break and improve his land, and 
in his farming operations here he met witli 
inarked success, owning at the time of his 
death nearly five hundred acres of valuable 
land in Linn township. though he had al- 
ready given farms to some of his children. 
In connection with general farming he eat- 
ried on stock raising to some extent. He 
voted the Democratic ticket, and was an 
earnest and consistent inember of the Bap- 
tist church, as is alsa his wife. He died on 
the old home place October 6, 1889. at the 
age of sixty-five years, but she is still living in 
Linn township at the age of seventy six, and 
enjoys good health. She is a native of Ohio 
and a daughter of John \W. and Annie 
(Mann) Whitlateh. Her father engaged in 
farnunge in Linn townslup for a great many 
vears, lut shortiy before his death removed 
to Nebraska, where he passed away about 
twelve vears ago. ITis wife has heen dead 
twenty-three vears, 

Mrs. Kearns is the oldest in a family of 





JOHN A. KEARNS. 


———— 


seven Children, the others being as follows: 
Alva is represented on another page of this 
work; Hamilton died at the age of two years; 
Wilham L. is a farmer of southern Kansas; 
Stephen married Lucy Coleman and died in 
Linn township. this county, January 22, 
1892; Nirah is the wife of William Lacock, 
of Linn township; and Addie is the wife of 
Abner Lacock, a farmer of the same town- 
ship. 

Unio Mr. and Mrs. Kearns were born 
(1) Ulysses died at 
the age of seven vears, and (3) Esta died 
at the nge of twelve vears. (2) Lueretia, 
who 1s a twin of Llysses, is now the wife 
ol Adelbert Campbell, who operates a part 
of the Kearns homestead in Linn townsliip, 
and they have seven children: Mabel, Miu- 
me, La Verne, John, Ethel, Leo and Melvin, 
all born in that township. (4) Elzadia and 
(5) Jennie ave both at home with their 
motlier. 


ive Children, namely: 


Mr. Kearns diel Jtne 10, 1900, after 
a Jong and lingering illness. He was a Re- 
pubhean in polities, and most acceptably filled 
the ofhees of school director and road super- 
visor for many years. Religiously he was 
a taithtul and consistent member of the Pres- 
byterian chureh, and died on the day he was 
to have heen ordained as elder of the same, 
having previously been appointed to that 
position. He led a quiet, useful and con- 
scientious life, and was held in the highest 
regard by his neighbors and many friends. 
He gave liberly to the erection of the Pres- 
byterian church at Paralta, and united with 
the same the day that it was organized. His 
remains were interred in the cemetery there. 
His family is one of pronmunence in the com- 
munity where they reside, and have an ex- 
tended circle of friends and acquaintances 
Hroughout Linn county. 
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CHRISTIAN CORDES. 


The subject of this review, who is now 
successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits 
on a farm of eighty acres on section 34, 
Linn township, was born near Hanover, 
Germany, April 13, 1835, and was ten years 
of age when he came to the new world 
with lis parents, Christian and Mary (Dett- 
mer) Cordes, also natives of that country. 
By trade the father was a mason, but after 
coming to the United States he worked in 
a bedstead factory in Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
died in that city at an advanced age, hav- 
ing survived his wife for some years. Of 
the seven children born to them only our 
subject is now living, 

Mr. Cordes left Cincinnati when a young 
mau and went to Switzerland county, Indi- 
ana, where he worked on lis uncle's farm 
for about three years. He was next em- 
ployed ia sawiull in Ripley county, Indi- 
ana, for the same length of time, and when 
the proprietors of the null, Messrs. Bassett 
& Laycock, sold out and came to Jowa in 
1854, he aceompamed them, locating at 
Linn Grove. He has since made his home 
in this county, and has engaged in general 
farming in various parts of Linn township. 
When he located here this region was near- 
Jy all wild and ummproved, and he has 
watched with imterest its development and 
progress until it is now one of the best im- 
proved counties in the state. In this work 
he has borne an important part, and is rec- 
Ognized as one of the valued and useful 
citizens of the community. In politics he is 
a Republican. 

On the Ist of December, 1861, Mr. 
Cordes married Miss Ruha Doty, a native 
of Ohio, and a daughter of Ephraim and 
Mary Ann (Snyder) Doty. The father, 
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who was a farmer by occupation, died when 
Mrs. Cordes was a small child, and the 
mother subsequently came to Linn county, 
lowa, and located in Linn township. She 
ced in Mt. Vernon, at the age of eighty- 
three years. In the family were twelve 
children, of whom Mrs. Cordes is next to 
the youngest, but only six of the number 
are now living, 

Five children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Cordes, namely: (1) Olive is now 
the wife of Charles Eastlack, a farmer of 
Franklin township, who is represented on 
another page of this volume, and they have 
three children, LeRoy, Clara and Earl. (2) 
Elizabeth died at the age of five and a half 
(3) Carrie is the wife of Lee Klein- 
echt, also a farmer of Franklin townslup, 
and they have three children, Amy, Marvin 
(4) .\ddie is the wife of 
Barney Peddycoart, a farmer of Faveite 
county, (6) John resides on the 
home farm with his father. 


years, 


and Kenneth. 


lowa. 





REV. TIMOTHY J. SULLIVAN. 


Rev. Timothy J. Sullivan, pastor of St. 
Patrick's Catholic church of Cedar Rapids, 
was born in Glen Gariff, County Cork, Ire- 
land, on the 15th of May, 1856, and is a 
son of Timothy and Bridget (Crowley) 
Sullivan, who came to America in 1863 and 
located first in Sandwich, Massachusetts, but 
only remained there a short time. In 1865 
they caine to Iowa and took up their resi- 
dence in Earlville. For some years the fa- 
ther superintended the construction of rail- 
roads in this state, but is now living a re- 
tired lite in Cedar Falls, Iowa. His wife 
lied i 1876. They were the parents of 
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eleven children, namely: Mary, wife of 
Cain Holland, of Floyd county. Lowa; John, 
roadmaster on the Illinois Central Railroad 
at Clinton, Iowa; Hannah. wife of [). Hol- 
land; Patrick, who has supervision of the 
Hlinois Central Railroad at Cherokee, Iowa; 
Timothy J., the subject of this sketeh: Jo- 
sie, a resident of Denver, Colorado; Mi- 
chael C., a priest, who is now a professor 
in St. Joseph's College, of Dubtuyue, Iowa; 
Agnes, wife of P. C. Murray, of Sheldon, 
lowa; Kate, wife of J. Flynn, of New Hart- 
ford, Iowa; F. D., agent for the Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minnesota & O. Railroad at Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin: and C. J., chief clerk in 
the office of Its brother F. D. The father 
and all the children enjoy gvod health. 

During his boyhood Father Sullivan at- 
tended school in Massachusetts, and at Earl- 
ville and Waverly, Iowa, being a student 
in the high school at the latter place. In 
the spring of 1875 he entered St. Juseph's 
College, of Dubuque, where he studied for 
the priesthood, and was ordained Mav 28, 
L682, He remained at that college as in- 
structor for two vears, and in September, 
1884, went to Sheldon, Lowa, having charge 
of the parish there until November, 188g, 
when he was transferred to Cedar Rapids. 
At frst lis parish was quite large, cover- 
ing three and a half counties, over which 
he had to do a great deal of riding, as the 
country was sparsely settled, but there are 
now about twelve priests in the territory 
of which he once had charge. 

On coming to Cedar Rapids Father Sul- 
livan found the church property im a very 
poor condition, but he at once purchased a 
lot, and on the 18th of October, 1891, laid 
the corner stone for the splendid church 
which now stands on the corner of First 
avenue and Fifth street west, whicl was 
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dedicated -\ugust 28, 1892. It is a beauti- 
ful edifice and a very valuable property. 
In connection with the church there 1s a 
good free parochial school, which has been 
in successful operation since September, 
1892, and is now on a self-supporting basis, 
having a large attendance from the parish 
children. St. Patrick's church belongs to 
the arch-diocese of Dubugue. 

Father Sullivan is a very progressive 
and enterprising man, and is of courteous 
and jovial disposition. making friends wher- 
ever he goes. He.is prominently identified 
with the best literary circles of the city, 
but gives the greater part of his time and 
attention to his church work. He is a man 
of good address and winning manners; 1s 
a zealous, active and efficient worker for 
the church, and is held in high esteem not 
only by the people of lis own congrega- 
tion, but by the residents of Cedar kapids 
generally, 

ioe png as 


ALLAN McDUFF. 


Allan MeDuft, the well-known general 
foreman of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad shops at Cedar Rap- 
ids, was born in Renfrew, Scotland, on the 
Irth of August. 1847, his parents being 
Allan and Jane (Steele) McDuff, who were 
natives of the same country and came to 
America in 1868. Two of their sons had 
previously emigrated to the new world about 
1856 and located in Marion, Iowa, but the 
older one, who was a carpenter and tinner 
by occupation, afterward removed to Mis- 
souri, where his parents joined him on com- 
mg to this country. Although the father 
was well advanced in vears. he assisted jus 
sons in the store until his death, which 
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occurred shortly after his arrival here. The 
mother died six months later. 

The subject of this review was reared 
and educated in his native land, and in 
1860 was indentured as an apprentice to 
the machinist’s trade, serving as such until 
his emigration to the United States, in 
September, 1869. He first located in Sul- 
livan county, Missouri, where he remained 
until the spring of 1870, and then removed 
to Vinton, Jowa, where he was employed 
as a stationary engineer in a mill and ele- 
vator until coming to Cedar Rapids in 187¢. 
After working as a stationary engineer at 
this place for three months, he entered the 
employ of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad in the summer of that 
year, their shops being very small at that 
time. 
chinist and also served as foreman, but as 
the road was extended the shops were en- 

In 1883 he was made foreman of 
machinery. In 1887 Mr. McDuff was pro- 
moted to general foreman, with about one 
hundred and fifty men under his direct su- 
pervision, and also indirectly in charge of 
the general mechanical work of the entire di- 
vision. Having a good practical knowledge 
of every detail of the business and being 
himself a skilled mechanic. he has most 
capably and satisfactorily discharged the 
responsible duties of that position. 

fn April, 1873, Mr. McDuff marned 
Miss Catherine Meikleham, who was born 
in Canada and came to Linn county, Iowa, 

Her father was a farmer 
Their marriage was cele- 


At first he worked as a general ma- 


Jarged. 


with her parents. 
by occupation. 

brated in Cedar Rapids, and has been blessed 
by five daughters, namely: Christina, Jen- 
nie May. Elizabeth and Belle, twins, and 
Olive Margaret. Elizabeth is a graduate 
of Coe College, and the others are all grad- 
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uates of the Cedar Rapids high school. 
The family have a nice home at 1526 B 
avenue east, where they delight to enter- 
tam their many friends. Politically Mr, 
McDuti is identified with the Republican 
party, aid socially is connected with the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. He 
is one of the founders and directors of Per- 
petual B. & L. Association from its organi- 
zation in 1875. and a member of the Master 
Mechanics’ Association. He attends and 
supports the United Presbyterian church. 


Sa oo 
ALRAHAM GABLE, 


Abraham Gable is now retired from the 
active labors of life and uceuples a comforta- 
ble hume in the town of Center Point, Iowa. 
He is a native of Ohio, bern in Marion 
county, November 20, IS3y, and passed the 
days ot his bovhood and youth upon a farm 
in that locality, pursuing his education in 
the cistrict schools of the neigliborhood. 

Mr. Gable was among the boys in blue 
of the war of the Rebellion, enlisting in 
Marion county, Ohio, in the ial] of 1861, 
as a private m Company 1, Eighty-second 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Later he was 
promoted to the rank of corporal and aiter- 
ward sergeant. His regiment was a part 
of the Army of the Petomac and was un- 
der the command of General Seigel. They 
assisted in the capture of Moorefield, Vir- 
giuia, and participated in the battle of Cross 
Keys and an engagement near Cedar Mount- 
ain, They were in a number of fights 
along the Rappahannoek river, and the sec- 
ond battle of Bull Run, in August, 1862; 
the six davs battle at Chancellorsville; the 
battle of Gettysburg, July 1, 2 and 3, 1863; 
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Wauhatehie, Alabaina: Missionary Ridge; 
Knoxville Lookout Mountain. My. 
Gable veteranized and returned home on a 
furlough. After rejoining his conmmand, 
March 3. 1864, he marched over twenty- 
five hundred miles, and participated in the 
Atlanta campaign, the march to the sea and 
the Carolina campaign. At Goldsboro he 
Was taken prisoner, but ten days later was 
paroled at Richmond, Virginia. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chase, Ohio, 
June 23, 1865, and returned to the old home 
farm in Marion county, that state. 

There Mr. Gable was married October 
Ty, 1865, to Miss Catharine Heverly, who 
Was born in Pennsylvania, but was reared 
in Oluo. Her father was John L. Heverly. 
By this union were born 
namely: Elmer E., whe is married and en- 
gaged in the grocery business in Cedar 
Rapids; Ida L., wife of Frank Grubbs, of 
Center Point; Cora L., wife ef Homer 
Markwell, of North English, Iowa; and 
Harley O., who will graduate from the Cen- 
ter Point high school in the spring of Igor. 

Mr. Gable purchased a small farm in 
Marion county, Ohio, and there engaged in 
agricultural pursuits after his marriage until 
coming to Linn county, Towa, in February, 
1884. Here he bought a farm of one hun- 
dred and fifty-four acres, but later sold a 
portion of this, though he still retains one 
hundred and twenty acres, on whieh he has. 


eli 


four children, 


erected a good residence, barn and other 
outbuildings. In 2888 he discontinued 
farming and removed to Center Point, 
where he was engaged in the meat business 
for two years, but has since lived a retired 
hfe. He owns a pleasant home in that vil- 
lage, Where, surrounded by all the comforts. 
and many of the luxuries of life, he is et- 


joying a well-earned rest. 
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In lis political views Mr. Gable is a 
stancl Republican, having supported that 
party since he cast his first presidential vote 
for Abraham Lincoln in 1864. He has al- 
ways heen an earnest and consistent Chris- 
tian, aid has devoted considerable time to 
the work of the ministry, having preached 
in former years all over this section of the 
state. In early life he was connected with 
the Evangelical church, and later engaged 
in preaching for the Congregational church 
at Greens Grove for two vears, but now 
holds membership in the Afethodist [Epis- 
copal church. Fraternally he is a member 
of Dennison Pust. No. 244, G. A. R.. ot 
Center Point, of which he was chaplain for 
a number of vears, and is now past cont 
mainder. Flis life has been an upright, hon- 
orable and useful one, and he well ments 
the cantidence and esteem so freely accorded 
him by iis fellow citizens. 


re ee 


FRANK W. FREDERICK. 


This well-known and highly esteemed 
citizen who is now successfully engaged in 
section 35. Linn township, 
where he now owns sixty-five acres of well- 
impreved land, was born in Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, on the r4th of De- 
cember, 1851, and in the spring of 1869 
came to Linn county, Iowa, with his par- 
ents, William and Elizabeth (Werner) 
Frederick. The father was also a native of 
Northampton county, and was a son of 
George Frederick, who came to this coun- 
try trom Germany when only four years 
old. While a resident of Pennsylvania, 
William Frederick engaged in farming dur- 


farming on 


Ing the summer, and worked at lus trade 
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of a cooper during the winter months. On 
coming to Iowa, in 1869, he purchased 
eighty-six acres of and on section 36, Linn 
township, this county, which he placed un- 
der cultivation. He continued to stuccess- 
fully engage in general farming and stock 
raising until 1883, when he laid aside act- 
ive labor and removed to Lisbon, where 
lie spent the remainder of his life in ease 
and quiet. Politically he always athliated 
with the Republican party, but he never 
sought official honors. He was an active 
member of the United evangelical church, 
which his family also attended, and was a 
man highly respected and esteemed by all 
who knew him. He died at his home tin 
Lisbon, October 21, 1896, at the age of 
seventy-six, having long survived the moth- 
er of our subject, who passed away at their 
country home in the spring of 1878, at the 
age of sixty-three vears. She, too, was a 
native of Pennsylvania. The children born 
to them were Thomas, who is now conduct- 
ing a sash, door and blind: factory at his 
birthplace in Northampton county, Pennsyl- 
vania; Sovena, wife of Carl Krueger, a 
farmer living on section 36, Linn township, 
this county; and Frank W.. our subject. 
For his second wife the father wedded 
Mary A. Huffer, but had no children by 
that union. She is now Mrs. Amos Koh, 
and resides in Lisbon. 

The subject of this sketch remained on 
the home farm until his marriage, and then 
moved to his present farm, which he had 
purchased on section 35. Linn townslup, to 
the improvement and cultivation of which 
lhe has since devoted his time and energies 
with most gratifying results. He is ac- 
counted one of the most thorough and skill- 
ful agriculturists of his community. On 
the 27th of September, 1884, Mr. Freder- 
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ick was united in marriage with Miss Emma 
Hoodmaker, who was also born in Penn- 
Sylvania, her parents being Henry G. and 
Lucinda (Flyte) Hoodmaker, natives of 
the Keystone state, During the Rebellion 
lier father enlisted in Company G, Sixty- 
Seventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Intantry, 
and served until the close of the war. He 
died in his native state December 29, 1877 
By trade he was a mason, and mantis 
io follow that occupation throughout life. 
His widow now makes her home with her 
daughter, Mrs. Unto them were 
born seven children, five of whom are sull 
living, 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick have two chil- 
dren, namely: Elmer E., born November 
6, 1885; and William Ray, born October 
13, 1887. In palitics Mr. Frederick ‘is a 
Republican, 


Frederick. 


JAMES E. LAWLER. 


The subject of this biography, who is 
how general blacksmith 
work in the shops of the Burlington, Cedar 
Raptds & Northern Railroad at Cedar Rap- 
as, was born in Ber] lin, Green Lake county, 
Wisconsin, on the 22d of Noy ember, 1852 
His parents, Martin and Elizabeth (Flood) 
Lawler, were both natives 
were 


forenlan of the 


of [reland and 
€ passengers on the same vessel on com- 
Ing to this country, in 1&49. They were 
married in St. Charles, Illinois, the same 
year. The father was principally engaged 
mM farming during his active business career. 
At an early day he settled in Wisconsin 
among the Indians, and from the govern- 
ment purchased one hundred and sixty acres 
Of timber land on an Indian reservation, 
Where he cleared and improved a farm. 
There his wife died in 1557, and four years 
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later he removed with: his family to Bur- 
lington, Iowa, where he engaged in con- 
tracting for stone work and in grading for 
ten vears. He then removed to Counei! 
Bluffs, where he lived retired for a year; 
dying there in 1872. at the age of seventy- 
two years. His children were Julia, wife of 
George Welsh, a brickmason and contractor 
of St. Charles, Illino!s: James FE., the sub- 
and Marvy, 
James McCauley, who was cngaged in the 
jewelry business at Council Bluffs, 

James E. Lawler is indebted to the com- 
mon schools of Iowa for his educational 
privileges. He left school and home at the 
age of fiteen years and found employment 
ina sawmill at Burlington, where he worked 
He then entered the Burling- 
ton Iron Works as an apprentice in the 


ject of this sketch: w.dow or 


lowa. 


two years. 


blacksmith department, where he learned 
the business which he now follows, remain- 
In 1871 he came to 
Cedar Rapids and commenced work in the 
blacksmith departiment of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad shops 
asa journeyman, in which capacity he served 
for two years. appointed 
foreman and has held the position of head 
foreman since 1876 to the entire satistac- 
tion ot the company, having under his per- 
sonal direction thirty men. He was one of 
the organizers and a member of the board 
of directors of the Cedar Rapids Perpetual 
Building & Loan Association, which was 
organized in 1875, and since 1891 he has 
been president of the association, which 
takes in Linn county only and is in a very 
Nourishing condition, having a capital stock 
of five million dollars and assets two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, while the member- 
ship is four hundred and fiftv. Mr. Lawler 
is also a stockholder of the Cedar Rapids 


ing there four years 


He was then 
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Loan & Trust Company, and the People’s 
Savings Bank. 

In 1876 Mr. Lawler wedded Miss Mary 
Kellev. who was born in St. Charles, Mh- 
nois, in 18353, her parents being Patrick 
and Mary Kelley. Her family came to this 
state about 1865 and settled in Benton coun- 
ty, where her father engaged in farming 
for some years, but is now living retired 
mn Van Horn, lowa. Mrs. Lawler ts the 
fourth in erder of birth in a fannly of nine 
children. The ehildren born to our subject 
and his wife are Elizabeth, at home; Ed- 
ward. who was graduated from Rush Medi- 
cal College, Chicago. in 1g00, and is now 
engaged in practice in Cedar Rapids: Nellie, 
a milliner emplaved in this citv; Frank, who 
is attending high school; and Alice, Mar- 
garet. Florence and Bernard. all students in 
the public schools of Cedar Rapids. The 
family are communicants. of St. Patrick’s 
Cathohie churels, 

In his social relations Mr. Lawler 1s a 
member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge, 
No. 1; the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, No. 278; and the Modern Woodmen 
of America. Politically he votes with the 
Democratic party on national issues, but at 
local elections supports the men whom he 
believes best qualified to fill the offices re- 
gardless of party lines. He contrilutes to 
charitable and philanthropical enterprises. 
and is worthy of prominent mention among 
the representative citizens of his adopted 


county. 
————__—= +2» ————— 


WILLIAM J. PATTERSON. 


For over sixty vears William J. Patter- 
sol has heen connected with the history of 
Linn county. and few have done more tor 
its upbuilding than he. He was born in 
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Pike county, Pennsylvania, June 28. 1812, 
and is a worthy representative of a promi- 
nent old family of that state, being a grand- 
son Of Robert Patterson, who was of Scotch- 
Irish parentage, and a pioneer of Pennsyl- 
vana. The father, Isaac Patterson, was 
born in that state, and when a young mai 
went to Pike county, where he married 
Nellie Jones, a native of that county and 
a daughter of Squire Jones, who was one of 
its earliest settlers. For several years Mr. 
Patterson was one of the prominent farm- 
ers of Pike county, but later removed to 
Knox county. Ohio, where he cleared and 
improved a farm, making it his home 
throughout the remainder of his lite. 

William J. Patterson grew to manhood. 
in Knox county. Ohio, and in early life as- 
sisted his father in clearing away the tim- 
ber from the farm. making rails and break- 
ing the land. As the great part of his time 
was devoted to these arduous tasks he hac 
little opportunity to attend school. and is 
almost wholly self-educated, though for a 
few months during the winter he pursued 
his studies in an old log school house. Dur- 
ing his youth he learned the carpenter's and 
joiner’s trade at Mt. Vernon, Ohio, where 
he served a three years apprenticeship, and 
then worked as a journeyman on Kenyon 
College for thirteen dollars a month and 
hoard. He was emploved at journeyman 
work for some time. He spent two seasons 
working at his trade in Toledo, Ohio. and 
then returned to Knox county, though he 
subsequently worked at Columbus, Ohio, 
for two years. 

In the spring of 1840 Mr. Patterson 
came to Marion. Towa, having previously 
visited this locality in 1837, before going 
to Columbus. On coming to Marion he 
was in the employ of others for a time. and 
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then engaged in contracting and building 
on his own account. He assisted in build- 
ing the court house, several years being 
spent in its construction, as there was no 
public money in the treasury and lumber 
was hard to obtain. Later he superintended 
the erection of a public school building, the 
poor house, and the old Smith Hotel, he- 
sides building numerous business houses 
and residences in Marion. In 1875 he sold 
his home and other property in that place 
and removed to Vineland, New Jersey, 
where he resided for about eighteen months. 
At the end of that time he went to Phila- 
delphia, where the following year was 
passed, and in 1878 returned to Marion, 
Towa. 
Rapids and purchased a lot on which he 
erected his present home. After years of 
active labor he is now living retired, havw- 


A year later he removed to Cedar 


ing acquired a comfortable competence 
Which enables him to spend his declining 
days im ease and quiet. 

Ar. Patterson was married in Marion, 
in Ovtober, T8532. to Miss Elida M. Du- 
mont. who was born reared and educated 
in New Jersev, and became one of the pio- 
neer teachers of this state. They have one 
sou, W. D., a dentist of Cedar Rapids, who 
is married and resides with [ris parents. 

Originally Mr. Patterson was an old 
line Whig in politics. and cast his first 
presidential vote for William H. Marrison 
in 1836. Owing to his removal to this state 
1 1840. he lost his vote that vear, but since 
then has never failed to deposit his ballot 
ior the candidate of his choice at each presi- 
dential election. He continued to affiliate 
with the Whig party until 1836, when he 
hecame a Republican, and has since been 
identified with that great political Organi- 
zation. Coming to Linn county in pioneer 
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days, Mr. Patterson has witnessed almost 
its entire growth and development. The 
difference between the past and present can 
scarcely be realized, even by those who have 
been active participants in the development 
of the county. Mr. Patterson has ever 
borne his part in the advancement and up 
building of this locality. is upright course 
mt life commands the respect and commen- 
dation of all, and his labors as a founder 
ol this county justly entitle him to a promi- 
nent place in its annals. 


JOHN A. KIMBRO. 


Among the old and reliable engineers an 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad, none stand higher in public esteem 
than John A. Kimbro, who has been a resi- 
dent of Cedar Rapids since 1857. He was 
born in Lewisburg, Greenbriar county, West 
Virginia, February 27, 1841, and is a son of 
Rebert W. and Polly (lfionaker) NKimbro, 
the former a native of North Carolina, the 
latter of West Virginia. His maternal an- 
cestors were of German descent. By trade 
the iather was a miller and he continued to 
follaw that occupation throughout his active 
business life. In 1857 he came with his 
family to Linn county, Iowa, and purchased 
a farm in College township, but the follow- 
ing year returned to West Virginia, where 
he lived retired until called to his final rest 
at the age of eighty years. After his death 
his wife again came to this county and lied 
in Cedar Rapids in Mareh, 1891, at the age 
of seventy-five years. They were well-edu- 
cated people for their day and were support- 
ers of church work, while in politics the 
father was a Jacksonian Democrat. 





J. A. KIMBRO. 





MRS J A. KIMBRO. 


on 
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Of the twelve children born to this 
worthy couple four died in early childhood. 
The orhers all came to Cedar Rapids and 
seven are still living, namely: Mary, widow 
of Mr. Williams and a resident of Missourt: 
Almina, wife of Amos Heath, of Kansas; 
John A.. the subject of this sketch; Eljah 
Andrew, a veteran of the Civil war and a 
resident of Cedar Rap:ds; James \V.. also a 
resident of Cedar Rapids: Caroline, wife of 
Frank Parkhurst, of Nebraska; Catherine, 
wife of William Jordan, of Cedar Rapids. 
They were educated in the scheols of West 
Virginia and of College townslup, this coun- 
ty, ane all lived on the home farm until atter 
the Civil war broke out. 

Mr. Nimbro of this review continued 
his education in the schools of College town- 
ship for one vear after coming to this coun- 
ty, and aided in the work of the farm until 
he entered the army, enlisting September 22, 
1861. in Company A, Fifteenth Jowa Volun- 
teer Infantry. He veteranized with his regi- 
ment andl continued in the service until the 
close of the war. He took part in the bat- 
tle of Shiloh, the siege and battle of Corinth ; 
the engawement at Iuka; and the siege of 
Viekshurg. during which the regiment was 
under ground for forty-six days and nights. 
During the battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, 
he was captured bv the rebels and taken to 
Andersonville prison, where he was held 
for two months, being exchanged on the 22d 
of September. After rejoining his regiment 
he was sent to the hospital, where he re- 
mained until the close of the war, hemg mus- 
tered out at Louisville, Kentucky, and dis- 
charged at Davenport, Iowa, in August, 
TOS, 

lor a few years after his return to Cedar 
Rapids. Mr. Kimbro was not engaged in any 
particular business, and later was employed 


353 


ii the flouring mills of the city for two years, 
andl worked at the carpenter’s ‘rade one 
year. In 1872 he entered the service of the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road as fireman, and four years lJater was 
promoted to engineer, in which capacity he 
has since served the company, having run 
on every division on the road. He 1s now 
the seventh oldest man in point o/ service 
on the road. and during his time has seen 
many improvements made in railroads. Since 
1886 he has run a passenger train. 

March 20, 1866, Mr. Kimbro married 
Mrs. Margaret Coleman, widow of George 
Coleman, of Cisley Grove, who was killed 
at Manchester, Virginia, during the war of 
the Rebellion. She was born in Muscatine 
county, Iowa. March 8, 1843, and in 1852 
was brought to Linn county by her parents, 
James and Priscilla Frees, but later returned 
to her native county. Ter father died on 
a farm west of Cedar Rapids. and her 
mother’s death occurred at the home of our 
subject. There were six children in the 
family, but only Mrs. Kimbro and her sister 
Aurelia are now living. The latter is the 
wife of John R. Steele, of western Minne- 
sota. The others were James P., who was 
killed during the Civil war; Andrew J.. who 
served four vears in the same struggle aud 
was subsequently killed on the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad: La 
Fayette, who was also a solder and died in 
Minnesota; and Martha E.. who married 
Charles Dudrey, and died in Cedar Rapids. 
These children were all reared in Towa and 
educated in its subscription schools. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kimbro have a family of 
four children: (1) Charles R., owner of the 
Troy steam laundry in Cedar Rapids. 1s 
married and has two children. Gladys and 
Helen. (2)) Andrew J.. fireman on the 
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Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road, and a resident of Rockford. lowa, is 
married and has three daughters, Margaret, 
Rhoda and Laura. [3) Luella is the wife 
of G. A. Raymer, of Cedar Rapids, and they 
have one son, John A. (4) Mabel is the 
wile of Frank Woodman, of the same city. 
They were educated in the public schools of 
Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Kimbro owns property in Cedar 
Rapids, which he purchased in 1876, and has 
since developed, and he is a stockholder in 
the Masonic Temple. He is a Knight 
Templar Mason. and has passed all the chairs 
in the blue lodge, and was standard bearer 
of the commandery one vear. He is also 
a meniber of the Towa Legion of Honor, 
and a man highly respected and esteemed 


by all whe know him. His wife holds 


membership in the Evangelical church of the 


west side, Cedar Rapids. 


FREDERICK STAUFFER, 


Many of the most enterprising and pros- 
perous citizens of Linn county have come 
from the land beyond the sea, and in this 
free country of ours have secured for them- 
selves and family a comfortable con)petence. 
Among this number is Frederick Stauffer, 
who for the past fourteen years has success- 
fully engaged in buying and shipping stock 
at Center Point. He was born in Germany, 
on the 25th of June, 1850, and helongs to 
an old and highly respected family of that 
country, his parents being Christian and 
Barbara (Wurtz) Stauffer, In 1863 the 
father brought his family to the new world 
and Jocated at Turner Junetion, Hlinois, 
where he worked in the shops of the Chi- 
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cago & Northwestern Railroad Company 
until 186g. and then removed to Buchanan: 
county, Lowa. Later he purchased a resj- 
dence at Walker, Linn county, where he 
lived retired until his death, which occurred 
August’ 27, 1899. His wife died on the 
4th of November, the same year. 

Frederick Stautfer spent the first thir- 
teen vears of his life in his native land and 
received a good education in the German 
language, but his knowledge of English has 
been acquired through his own unaided ef- 
forts since coming to this country. He ac- 
companied his parents on their emigration 
to the United States, and remained with 
then until 1866, when he started out in life 
for himself. On the first of March. 1876, 
he came to Center Point, and was employed 
on the farm of Dr. Yost for three years and 
a halt, 

On the 1&th of September, 1879, Mr. 
Stauffer was united in Inarriage with Miss 
E:edith F. Graves, a native of Linn county, 
and a daughter of John Graves, who came 
to America from England, and after spend- 
ing one year in Illinois, took up his resi- 
dence in this county in 1850. Here he en- 
tered land and opened up a farm. to the 
cultivation of which he devoted his energies 
tor sone vears. His wife departed this life 
In 1864, and he died at the home of Mrs. 
Stauffer, December 25. 1891. Our subject 
and his wife have three sons, John, Charles 
and Walter. all at home. 

After his marriage Mr, Stauffer contin- 
ued to engage in agricultural pursuits until 
1887, when he located in Center Point and 
commenced dealing in stock. He now buys 
and ships about two hundred car-loads an- 
nually, and is one of the largest stock deal- 
ers in his part of the county. In this busi- 
ness he has met with marked success, and 
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now owns a good home in Center Point 
and a well-improved farm near the village, 
which property has been acquired through 
his own unaided efforts, for he started out 
in lite for himself with no capital or influ- 
ential friends to assist him. 

The Democratic party always finds in 
Mr. Stauffer a stanch supporter ot its prin- 
ciples, and he has ever taken an active in- 
terest in public affairs, especially along edu- 
cational lines. having efheiently served as a 
member of the schoo] board for some years. 
On the 16th of August, 1876, he joined 
the Odd Fellows Lodge at Center Point, 
in which he has filled all the chairs, and is 
now past grand. Both he and his wite are 
charter members of the Rebekah Lodge, and 
she takes a very active part in its working, 
having filled all the offices and represented 
the lodge in the grand Jodge ot the state. 
She is now treasurer of the lodge and past 
grand. Religiously she is a member of the 
Methocist Episcopal chureh. 


GEORGE HYDE RATTENBURY. 


Since 1892 Mr. Ratteabury has been an 
honored resident of Cedar Rapids and has 
filled the responsible position of foreman of 
the paint shop of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, having pre- 
viously had charge of the Pullman Palace 
Car shops at Pullman, Illinois. He was 
born in Detroit. Michigan, on Christmas 
Day, 1848, and comes of a good old En- 
glish family. His father, Thomas Ratten- 
bury, was born in Cheltenham, England, in 
IS17, and was edueated in some of the best 
schools of that country, his father being a 
vety large contractor and quite wealthy. 
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On reaching manhood he was married it 
Tewksbury. the birthplace of lus bride. to 
Miss Matilda Ganoway, a daughter of Cap- 
tain Ganoway, of historic fame, who was 
an officer in the British navy. Four children 
were born to them in London, England, 
namely: Thomas, deceased; Mary, wife of 
Nelson Bloom, of Detroit, Michigan: Sarah, 
deceased wife of Henry Willets. who was 
first lieutenant in Broadhead’s First Aliehi- 
gan Cavalry, and was killed in service dur- 
ing the Civil war; and John, who now has 
complete control as superintendent of the 
painting department of the Rock Island 
Railroad, having been in their employ for 
thirty-two vears. The family circle was 1n- 
creased by the birth of four other children 
after coming to America, all born in De- 
troit, Michigan, namely: George H., our 
subject; Jennie, wife of David Weare, a re- 
tired contractor of Montreal, Canada; Mil- 
lie, wife of Harry Sherris, a wholesale drug- 
gist of Toronto, Canada; and Alice, wife 
of James McDonald, of Buffalo, New York, 
general ticket agent of the Grand Trunk 
Railroad. 

'Thomas Rattenbury was a carver by 
trade, and followed that oceupation while 
in England. In 1846 he came to the United 
States and settled in Detroit, where he en- 
gaged in car building for the Michigan Cen- 
tral Railroad, making his home there for 
nineteen vears, and serving as superintend- 
ent of the car department most of the time. 
On leaving that city he went to Chicago 
as master car builder for the Chicago. Kock 
Island & Pacifie Railroad, and remained 
there from 1867 to 1872, when he entered 
the employ of the Pullman Palace Car Com- 
pany as traveling inspector. While in Mich- 
igan he built the Prince of Wales private 
car and fitted it up completely. -A\/ter the 
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Prince had used it the car was purchased 
by the Pullman company and converted into 
their frst sleeping car, as an experiment. 
Mr. Rattenbury was with that company uun- 
til 1882, when he took charge, as superin- 
tendent, of the car department of the North- 
ern & Northwestern Railroad at Toronto, 
Canada, and held that position until his 
death, im 1889, having devoted almost his 
entire life to car building. His wile, who 
was born in 1818, also died in Voronto, in 
1886. They were quite prominent in social 
and church circles in the various communi- 
ties where they resided, and while living in 
Detroit he served as class leader in the 
Methodist Episcopal church for many vers. 
sefore her marriage Mrs. Rattenbury was 
a soloist in Westminster Abbey, of London, 
England. and all her fanuly are noted vo 
calists. Politically the father of our subject 
was identified with the Republican party. 
His brother, Rev. John Rattenbury, was 
president of the Methodist I-piscopal con- 
ference of London for many years. and 
raised two million pounds sterling for the 
London poor while holding that office. 
George H. Rattenbury obtained his lit- 
erary education in the public schools of De- 
troit. .\t the age of seventeen vears he en- 
tered the painting department of the Michi- 
gan Central Railroad shops, where he re- 
mained one year, and then went to Aurora, 
Iilinois, spending the same length of time 
in the paint shops of the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincey Railroad. Going to Chiea- 
go in 1868. he took charge of the decorating 
department of the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railroad shops, where he remained 
jor five years as foreman of all decorating 
and designing. He was next eniploved as 
foreman of the Pullman Palace Car Com- 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 
rt 





es 


pany at Montreal, Canada, and after two 
years spent there he was connected with the 
Northern & Northwestern Railroad shops 
at Toronto for eight years. On the expira- 
tion of that period he took charge of Jaines 
Crossen’s car works at Coburg, Ontario. 
where he remained twelve years. At the 
death of Mr. Crossen he went to Pullman, 
Mlinots, and had charge of the shops at that 
place until coming to Cedar Rapids in 1892. 
He has never had to seek a position, but 
in each move hoped to better himself, and 
lhe has always been a valued and trusted 
employe, having the entire confidence of the 
aMcers of the road with which he has been 
connected. Ee now has under his super- 
vision forty men. He purchased property 
and erected a home in Cedat Rapids mi 
ISg2. 

At Detroit, Michigan, Mr. Rattenbury 
1870 to Miss Frederica 
Paul, who was born in that city in 1850, 
her father, Charles Paul, being one of the 
leading merchants of Detroit. Hoth par- 
ents are now deceased. She was their only 
child. Of the eight children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Rattenbury two died in infaney. 
Those living are as follows: Matilda is the 
wite of B. Mason, who is emploved in the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road shops at Cedar Rapids, and they have 
one child, Helen. George Paul, master 
painter for the Rock Island & Peoria Rail- 
road at Peoria, Ilinois, is married and has 
one son. George. Alice is the wife of Rich- 
ard Hamilton, a druggist of Cedar Rapids. 
Ethel, Grace and Thomas are all at home, 
and the last named is now a fireman on 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad. The two eldest are graduates of 
the high school of Coburg, Canada, where 
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both were born, and Thomas and Ethel have 
completed the high-school course at Cedar 
Rapids. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Ratten- 
bury is at-ardent Republican, and was presi- 
dent of the Sound Money Club of Cedar 
Rapids in 1896, but has never sought offi- 
cial honors. He has taken the degrees of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and is also a member of the Knights of 
Pythias of Toronto, Canada; the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks of Cedar Rap- 
ids; the Tribe of Ben Hur, and the Royal 
League of Chicago. By his hdeitty to duty 
and capable management he has won a well- 
merited success in life, and in all respects 1s 
well worthy the high regard in which he is 
He is what the 
world terms a self-made man, and from the 
uge of twenty years has been called upon 
to fill very responsible business positions. 


held by dus felluw men. 


PHILIP ALER, 


Among the highly esteemed citizens of 
this county who devote their time and at- 
tion io agricultural pursuits is Philip Aler, 
who resides on section 24. Linn township. 
He was born in Richland county, Ohio, 
November 30, 1837, a son of Adolphus and 
Elizabeth (Gunber) Aler. The father was 
anative ot Germany, and when a young man 
came to the United States. locating 11 San- 
dusky township, Richland county, Ohio, 
where he worked at his trade of blacksmith 
until his death, which occurred when our 
subject was only nine months old. His wife 
Wis also a native of Germany. Philip was 
the only child born of the union, For her 
second husband the mother married Jacob 
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Miller, a farmer, who died in Ohio. and by 
that marriage she had seven cluldren, all of 
whom are living with one exception. She 
has now reached the age of eiglty-fve years, 
and makes her home with our subject. 

Philip Aler spent the first twenty-live 
years of his life in the county of hus nativity, 
and in 1862 came to Linn county, Lowa, 
where he worked by the month as a farm 
hand for a few years. His hrst purchase 
of land was a farm in Jones.county, lowa, 
which he operated tor a tew years, and then 
returned to Linn county and purchased lis 
present farm of eighty acres on section 24, 
Linn township, upon which he has made all. 
the improvements. In addition to his own 
land he also cultivates from one hundred 
and sixty to two hundred and forty acres 
of rented land, and is engaged in stock rais- 
is political support 
is always given the men and measures Of 
the Republican party, and he 1s an active 
and prominent member of the Linn Grove 
Presbyterian church, of which he has been 
an elder for sume years. 

In 1865, February 2, Mr. Aler married 
Miss Jane Brokaw, also a native of Ohio, 
and a daughter of John and Eliza (Scott) 
Brokaw. Her father was born in the Buck- 
eye state, and continued his residence there 
until 1864, when he removed to Jones coun- 
ty, Iowa. Two years later he came to Mt. 
Vernon, where he lived a retired life until 
culled to his final rest in 1892, at the age 
of eighty-six vears. His wife died in the 
spring of 1896. All of their eight children 
still survive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aler are the parents of 
six children, namely: (1) Lenora is the 
wife of Walter I. Kyle, a laundryman of 
Pueblo, Colorado, and to them were borir 
three children: Gladys, who is still living; 
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and Marjory and Harold, both deceased. 
(2) Terah died at the age of two years 
(3) Mabery B., born in Jones county, April 
4. 1871, is engaged in farming on the home 
place. (4) Eddie S., born in Jones county, 
December 19, 1873, married Fidela Boxwell 
and is now living on a part of the jarm 
where he was born, (5) Bertha Irene. 
born November 22, 1877, is the widow of 
John W. Trish, who died January 13. 1goo, 
at his home in Brown township, Linn county, 
Where he had a farm of one hundred and 
twenty acres under cultivation. He was a 
son of Joel S. and Mary Ann Irish, old 
Settlers of that township. Mrs. Irish now 
resides with her parents in Linn township, 
amd has a litth daughter, J. Willa. who 
was horn September 5. 1900. (6) Edith 
Pear]. Jones county, -\ugust 26, 
1880, is at home with her parents. 


bern in 


CHARLES H. JENSEN. 


Charles H. Jensen, who is now capably 
filling the position of section foreman of 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad yards at Cedar Rapids, has made 
his home here since 1891, and is now the 
owner of a pleasant home on the west side. 
Which he bought that year. He was born 
in Prussia, Germany, September 22, Sse, 
a son of Carsten and Catherine Jensen, who 
livecl and died in that country. 
tion the father was a sailor. 


By occupa- 
In the family 
Were seven children, of whom five are still 
living, and all are residents of Germany 
with the exception of our subject, 

During his boyhood Charles H. Jensen 
attended the public schools of his native 


land until sixteen years of age. He was 
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about eighteen when he crossed the Atlan- 
tie to the new world, landing on the shores 
of this country with only a dollar and a half 
in his pocket and unable te speak the En- 
glish language, but he commenced work at 
once with the to succeed. 
For four months he worked at the carpen- 
ters trade-in Clinton, Towa, and was next 
eniploved as a farm hand in Clinton county 
for about five years. 

On the expiration of that time Mr. Jen- 
sen commenced work as a section hand on 
the 
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‘ailroad, and was thus employed for 
three vears. He was then made foreman 
on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad 
at Charlotte, lowa, where lie remained three 
years, and later held similar positions with 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road at Marion and other places, being in 
the employ of that company until r&8s. 
Subseyuently he was with an extra rang 
tor the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Katlroad for a time under M. Sullivan, 
and was then transferred to MeLEnery as 
foreman of the gang. Mr. Jensen was in 
the vards when he first came to Cedar Rap- 
ids, but was later transfered fr om place to 
place, and had charge of extra gangs from 
time to time for Bifteen years. For two vears 
he had charge of the [lineis Central v yards; 
tor two years was second foreman of the 
3urlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road yards, and on the rst of January, 
190}, was promoted to foreman, having 
charge of all the track laying and repair- 
ing in the yards, and having eiglrteen men 
under his supervision, 

Mr. Jensen was married in 1877 to Miss 
Sarah A. Williams, who was ee in New 
York, but was living in Clinton, Iowa, at 
the time of their marriage. Unto them 
were born seven children, of whom Will- 
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iam died in December, 1goo, at the age of 
twenty-three vears, and one died in child- 
hood. Those living are Edward E., Charles 
J., Sadie E., Mary A. and Caroline, all of 
whom are attending school in Cedar Rapids. 
with exception of Edward, who is now in 
Seattle, Washington, as clerk in the freight 
house of the Northern Pacific Railroad. 
The family are communicants of St. Pat- 
rick’s Catholic church of Cedar Rapids. 
Politically Mr. Jensen is identified with the 
Democratic party, and fraternally is a mem- 
ber of the Catholic Order of Foresters, 
serving as chief ranger of his lodge and 
taking an active part in its work. He has 
been financial secretary of the same for 
He is highly esteemed hy his 
associates, and has made many friends dur- 


three vears, 


ing his residence in Cedar Rapids. 
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MOSES BOXWELL. 


Prominent among the early settlers and 
honored veterans of the Civil war now re- 
siding in Linn township is the gentleman 
whose name introduces this review. He 
was born on the 25th of May, 1837, in 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania, of which 
state his parents, Robert and Rhoda 
(Young) Boxwell, were also natives. In 
1845 they removed with their family to 
Iowa. and settled in Linn township, Linn 
county, where the father took up eighty 
acres of government land. to the improve- 
ment and cultivation of which he gave Ins 
time and attention throughout the remain- 
der of his life, farming being the occupa- 
tion which he always followed. He died 
at the age of seventy-four years. and his 
wife, who survived him about five years, 
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passed away at the age of seventy-six, the 
remains of both being interred in Linn 
township. They had eight children, of 
whom four died when quite young. The 
others are William and Robert, both farm- 
ers of Linn township; Mary Ann, who is 
the widow of David Clark, and resides on 
the home farm in Linn township with her 
children; and Moses, the subject of this 
sketch. 

Moses Boxwell was educated in the dis- 
trict schools of Linn .township and early 
acquired an excellent knowledge of agricul- 
tural pursuits on the home farm. After his 
marriage he purchased one hundred and 
twenty acres of land on section 24, Linn 
township, which at that time was only par- 
tially improved, and upon that place he has 
since made his home. Asa farmer anil stock 
raiser he has met with well-deserved suc- 
cess, and now has one of the most clesirable 
farms of its Size in the township. 

On the 2d of July, 1868, Mr. Boxwell 
Was united in marriage with Miss Irene 
Corbly, who was born in this county, a 
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Ingh- 
ram) Corbly. Her father was a native of 
Virginia, and in pioneer days located in 
Linn county, lowa. He engaged in farm- 
ing in Linn township, where he died at the 
age of sixty-two years. Mrs. Boxwell lost 
her mother when a small child. She has 
tivo brothers and two sisters living, besides 
a half-sister. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Boxwell have been 
born eight children, namely: (1) Robert. 
4, farmer of Marion township, married 
Sophia Frazer, and they have two children, 
Ralph and Merl. (2) Frances is the wife 
of Charles Parker, a farmer of the same 
township, and they have four daughters, 
Edith, Nellie, Hazel and Ruth. (3) Jenmie 
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is the wife of Harry Lacock, a farmer of 
Linn township. (4) Earl, born Septem- 
ber 13, 1879, assists his father in the ope- 
ration of the home farm. (5) Maude and 
(6) Ray are also at home. (7) Hazel died 
at the age of tour months. (8) One died 
in uuaney unnamed, 

Mr. Boxwell was among the boys iu blue 
during the war of the Rebellion, having 
enlisted in Company F, Twenty-fourth 
fowa Volunteer Infantry, for three years. 
Fle took part in all of the important engage- 
ments in which his regiment participated, 
including the battle of Champion Hills, and 
Was taken prisoner near New Orleans, be- 
ing held a captive for nine weeks before be- 
When lis term of enlist- 
ment expired he was honorably discharged 
at Savannah, Georgia. He is a stanch SUp- 
porter of the Republican party, and has 
hillecl the office of school director in a most 
creditable manner. Fraternally he is 2 mem- 
ber of John Buck Post, G. \. R. Religious- 
ly he is a member of the Methodist Church, 
and is a man of the highest respectability. 


ing exchanged, 


ALVA MANN. 


One of the most progressive and suc- 
cessful agriculturists of Linn township, is 
Alva Mann, who is the owner of a beautiful 
farm on sections 8, 16 and 17. His entire 
life has heen passed in this township, where 
he was born on the 11th of November, 1843, 
his parents being Adam and Jennie (Whit- 
lach) Mann, who were honored pioneers of 
Linn county. His father was a native of 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, and continued. 
his residence in that state during his boy- 
hood and youth. When a young man he 
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went to Ohio, where he lived’ for four 
years, and then came to Towa, crossing the 
Mississippi eight miles from Muscatine, at 
Pine Creek, \ugust 8, 1837. On this trip 
he was accompanied by his parents, David 
and Naney Mann, who located on a farm in 
Greentield township, Jones county, where 
they made their home until death. 

Adam Mann remained with his parents 
in Joues county until 1840, when he caime to 
Linn county, and took up his residence on 
section § Linn township, where he cutered 
one hundred and sixty acres of land from the 
government. fle at once commenced to 
break and improve lis land, and in his farm- 
Ing Operations here he met with marked sue- 
cess, Owning at the time of his death nearly 
hve hundred acres of valuable Jand in Linn 
township, though he had already given some 
of jus children farms. In connection with 
general farming he carried on stock raismg® 
He voted the Democratic 
ticket, and was an earnest and. consistent 
member of the Baptist church, as is also his 
He thed on the old home place, Oc- 
tober 6, 1889, at the age of sixty-five years, 
but she is still living in Linn township at the 
age of seventy-six, and enjovs good health. 
She is a native of Ohio, and a daughter of 
John W. and Annie (Mann) Whitlach. Her 
father was engaged in farming in) Linn 
township for a great many years, but short- 
lv before his death removed to Nebraska, 
where he passe away about twelve years 
ago. His wife has been dead twenty-three 
years, 

The subject of this sketch is the second 
in order of birth in a family of seven chil- 
dren, the others being as follows: Kath- 
erine married John A. Kearns, who died in 
June, 1900, and she resides on a farm im 
Linn township; Hamilton died at the age 


to some extent. 


wile. 





ALVA MANN AND WIFE. 


uu 


™ 





BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





—<—<———~= 


of two vears: William TB. is a farmer of 
southern Kansas; Stephen married Lucy 
Coleman and died in Linn township, this 
county, January 22, 1892, leaving a widow 
and three children, who reside on the home- 
place on section 10: Nirah is the wife of 
William Laeack, of Linn township; and 
Addie is the wife of .\bner Lacock, a farmer 
of the same township. 

Alva Mann grew to manhood upon the 
home farm and was educated in the district 
schools of {inn township. He started out 
in life for himself upon his present farm, 
a part of which was given him by his fa- 
ther, it being a valuable and well improved 
tract of one hundred and ninety-five acres, 
which he has placed under a high state of 
cultivation and improved with good build- 
ings. Tle has given considerable attention 
to the raising of stock, and being a man of 
eood business ability and sound judgment, 
as well as a systematic and practical farmer, 
he has met with well-deserved success in lis 
undertakings. 

On the 24th of June, 1874, in Franklin 
township. Mr. Mann was united in marriage 
with Miss Alicia Coleman, a daughter of 
Elisha and Rebecea (Carr) Coleman, both 
now deceased. Her father followed farm- 
ing in Franklin and Linn townships for a 


humber of years, and then moved to Ne- 


braska, where he lived for some time, but 
his last days were spent in Kansas, where he 
died at the age of seventy-three years. Her 
mother departed this life in Nebraska at the 
age of sixty-nine. In the family were mine 
children of whom seven are still living. One 
of these is Lucy. widow of Stephen Mann, 
previously mentioned. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mann were born 
five children, namely: Lena and Stella, both 


of whom are at home; Bertie, wife of Otto 
18 
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Dunlap, a cooper of Springville, Brown 
township, Linn county; Lillian, who cied at 
the age of sixteen years; and Deverre, at. 
home. 

During Mr. Mann's boyhood Linn coun- 
ty was but sparsely settled, and he well re- 
members when much of the land was still 
in its primitive condition and wild game of 
all kinds was plentiful. He has seen the 
wild land transformed into highly cultivated 
farms, and in the work of development and 
upbuilding has ever borne his part, being 
one of them who has materially aided in 
making the county what it is to-day—oue 
of the richest agricultural districts in the 
state. In hts political views he is a Demo- 
crat, and in religious faith is a Presbyterian, 
having long been an active and prominent 
member of the church at Paralta, as well as: 
one of its trustees. His fellow citizens hoid 
him in high esteem on account of his hon- 
orable and upright life, and he commands the 
confidence and respect of all who know him. 


WILLIAM J. MONROE 


William J. Monroe, the well-known and 
efficient foreman of the round louse of the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road at Cedar Rapids, was born in Cattarau- 
gus county, New York, November 5, 1867, 
and is the only child of Henry and Annetta 
Grace (Thomas) Monroe, also natives of 
the Empire state. The father, who was a 
farmer by occupation, died in New York, 
after which the mother married again, be- 
coming the wife of George Brown, a retired 
farmer now living in Cedar Rapids. By 
the second union there is one daughter, Ger- 
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trude Brown. Our subject's paternal grand- 
father was a native of Scotland, while his 
maternal ancestors were of English origin, 

When quite smali Mr. Monroe was taken 
tu Chicago by lis mother, the fanuly making 
their home there until after the Clucago 
fire. In 1872 they came to Cedar Rapids, 
where he attended the common schools. At 
the age of thirteen years he entered the em- 
ploy of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad, as an apprentice in the 
machine shop, where he has worked contin- 
nously since. After mastering the trade, 
he worked as a journeyman until promoted 
to meght foreman, in capacity he 
served until 1899, when he was made dav 
foreman of the round house. He has thir- 
ty-hve men working under his supervision 


wlich 


and has entire charge of the round house 
He 
ills the position most creditably, and he has 


and repairs of the engines in service. 


the contidence and respect of lus employers, 
as well as those working under him, 

In 1888 Mr. Monroe married Miss .g- 
nes Burke, who was born in Elkhorn, \Wis- 
cousin, November 5, 1867. Her father is 
now iu resident of Watertown, South Da- 
kota. Our subject and his wife have six 
children: Grace, Gladvs and Lester, who are 
now attending school; \Wilma; Maria and 
Margaret. twins. The family residence is 
on the east side at the corner of B avenue 
auul Seventh street. In religious faith Ars. 
Monroe is a Catholic, while our subject 
holds membership in the Episcopal Church. 
Fraternally he is a member of Lodge No. 
278. A. O. U. W., and politically he is a 
supporter ol the Republican parry, though 
he takes no active part in public affairs. 
Although still comparativey a young man, 
he has met with good success in his chosen 
vocation, and has advanced rapidly until he 
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now occupies an WMportant and responsible 
position, the duties of which he has most 
abky discharged. 





MILO MILLER. 


This gentleman dates lus residence in 
Linn county from January, 1853, and as a 
progressive agriculturist he was pronunently 
identined with the growth and development 
of the county for over a quarter of a cen- 
tury, but he has now laid aside all business 
cares, and is hving retired in Cedar Point. 
A native of New York, he was born near 
Svracuse, September 8, 1821. His father, 
William Miller, was born and reared in 
I:ngland, and when a young man came to 
the United States. 
York to Miss Loraine Fountaine, who was 
beri in that state of French and German 
parentage, 


He was matried in New 


and there they continued to 
inake their home throughout lite. 

Alilo Miller remained a resident of the 
Ik<mpire State until nineteen vears of aye, 
and then went to Warren county, Pennsyl- 
valia, where he worked in the lumber camps 
for about six years. The tollowing year 
was spent near Alilan, Ohio, and at the 
end of that time he removed to McHenry 
county, Illinois, where he rented land and 
engaged in farming for a tine. He next 
made his home near Valparaiso. Indiana, 
for about five years, and from there re- 
moved to Jackson county. Iowa, where he 
bought a farm of two hundred acres, of 
had been placed under 
residing there tor two 


which sixty acres 
the plow. Aiter 
vears he sold that place and came to Linn 
county, in 1853, purchasing a partially um- 
proved tarm of two hundred and twenty 
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acres in Grant township, He planted the 
first crop raised upon that place, and to the 
cultivation and improvement of that tarm 
he continued to devote his tune and ener- 
egies until his removal to Center Point in 
1876. He added to Ins property and erect- 
ed thereon good and substantial buildings. 
Center 
Point he was engaged in the real estate 
business and has handled considerable prop- 
erty. He has made several farms by buy- 
nig raw Jand which he has broke and im- 
proved by the erection of a good set of 
farm buildings, and he bas also improved 


For some time after locating in 


considerable village property, which he 


He is still the owner 
of abour a dozen residences in Center Point 


either sells or rents. 


anc two business blocks, besides five farms 
averegating six hundred acres of valuable 
Ile has been a man of industrious 
habits, progressive and enterprising, and to 
his excellent business and executive ability 


land. 


he owes his success in life, for he started 
out in the world for himself empty-handed. 

Mr. Miller has been twice married. In 
1843, in Pennsylvania, he wedded Aliss Pa- 
tierce Meeker, who died in Indiana. By 
that union he had two children, of whom 
The other, Elmira. 
married] George Fee, of this county, and died 
in £899. Mr. Miller was again married in 
Indiana, in 1848, his second union being 
with Miss Cyuthia Sprague, who was born 
in Allen county, Ohio, and removed to Por- 
ter county, Indiana, with her father, Solo- 
mon Sprague, Valparaiso 


one died in infancy. 


locating near 
Unto them were born four children, namely : 
Delia, now the wife of Theodore Lampinan, 
a farmer in Linn county. Iowa; Samuel, a 
resident of Center Point: Paulina, wife of 
Edward Sarehet, also a farmer of this coun- 
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ty; and Anna, wite of Oliver Hines, of Cen= 


ter Point. 

Mr. Miller takes no active part in polt 
tics or has never cared for office. During 
lis long residence in this county, covering 
almost half a century, he has materially aid- 
ed in the growth and building of his town 
and county, and has become widely and fav- 
orably known as an upright, reliable busi- 
ness man of strict integrity and_ sterling 
worth. 


MASON P,. MILLS.. 


Mason P. Mills (deceased) was born at 
East Windsor, Connecticut, January 15, 
1843, died at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, July 31, 
1896. The life of this soldier, lawyer and 
citizen was a noble example of the best there 
is in American citizenship: lis death a pub- 
As the public is apt to place 


4 correct estimate upon the character of a 


Hic calamity. 


man whose career has been a highly prom- 
inent one the biographer can do no better 
than to record in part an editorial which ap- 
peared in the Cedar Rapids Kepublican at 
the time of the death of Mr. Mills: 

“\s 4 citizen he was, from the first, 
active in all things that make for a city. 
He was public spirited and energetic to 
a degree attained by few men. He was 
an alderman for many years, and in this 
capacity did a great deal to shape legis- 
lation. He was a born leader. If there 
was an enterprise on foot. Mr. Mills was 
either for or against it with all his might. 
He had the courage, the strong intelligence, 
the rare, subtle magnetism, which, as public 
men are analyzed, compose the requisites of 


the real genius of leadership. As a lawyer 
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he attained a very high rank. He was a 
worker, a master of the art of accumulation 





of testimony—a tactician, skillful 11 cross- 
examination, a perfect judge of men, and, 
therefore, one who selected a jury with 
method and keen analysis of those who pre- 
sented themselves for acceptance. Many ot 
our foremost business men relied upon fim 
absolutely, and to them the loss will be as a 
personal bereavement. As a 
haps the word loyal ts the best and most ex- 
pressive adjective descriptive of this phase 
It is the fortune of strong 


friend, per- 


of his character. 
characters like Mason P. Mills to be strong 
in friendship and intense in resentinent, to 
have friends bound to them with hooks of 
steel, and at the same time have those who 
swear, Hamilear-like, to love them not at 
all. nS 
It does not seem possible that 4 soul ot a 


man like Mason P. Mills—the force that was 


*& 
, 


And now, what of him ? 





in that brain—ean have gone out forever. 
Meeting by the side of Ins grave this great 
question which is the dark cloud on the 
horizon of all of us, we are glad to know 
that lie here found reason for hope.” 

The father of the deceased died when he 
was a mere boy and the mother, within a 
few P, ‘Tt. Crowell, of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, a trusted eim- 
ploye of the United States armory at that 
city. The mother, whose maiden name was 
Elizabeth Strong. was a lineal descendant 
ai the Grant family of East Windsor. The 
early education of Mr. Mills was acquired 
He was a student 


years, married 


in. the common schools. 
in the Upper Iowa University at the break- 
ing out of the war, and at the Arst call for 
troops went to Washington and enlisted in 
a squadron of cavalry known as MeClellan’s 
Dragoons. This was George B. McClel- 
lan’s bodyguard. He served m that capacity 





BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 








—E —_—— . —— 


nnder the commanders of the Army of tle 
Fotomae until the winter ot 1863-4. when 
the squadron of cavalry was ordered to Clu- 
cago and made a part of the Tweltth Dh- 
nois Cavalry. There he was made sergeant 
of the regiment, and afterward promoted to 
regimental quartermaster and first lleutenant 
by Governor Yates. Fie served gallantly at 
Yorktown, Antietam. Fredericksburg. Chan- 
cellorsville, Gettysburg. and in the seven 
days’ fight belore Richmend, as well as in 
the sinaller affairs in which the .\rmy ot 
the Potomac was engaged up to the year 
(864. He was then sent on the Red river 
expedition under General Banks. 

He was mustered out of the service Feb- 
ruary 17, 1865, but until July of that year 
He was in the government empley, having 
charge of Camp Fry. in Chicago. He was 
not mustered out as an officer until 1887, 
when he took advantage of the act of con- 
gress permitting volunteer olheers to be mus- 
rere according to their rank, if they had 
failed to he so 
operations in the held. 
to become eligible to menibership 17 
Loyal Legion, which he at once joined. 

When his country no longer needed liis- 
services he commenced the study of law in 
the office of Ira P. Buell, of Chicago, and 
wis admitted to the bar there in 1866, In 
1867 he located in Cedar Rapids and en- 
gaged in practice, where he remained until 
his death. Aithough not a collere-bred man, 
he was recognized as a thorough scholar. 


niustered, owing to active 
He did this in order 
the 


An omnivorous reader, his whole life was a 
process of self-education. He was a Repub- 
lican in politics, and was colonel on the staft 
of Governor Gear during his last adimiimnis- 
tration. 
the Loyal Legion, and served as department 
commander of the G. A. R. in 1890. 


He was a prominent member of 
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Mr. Mulls married, October 14. 
i869. to Miss Flora B. Coulter, a native of 
\Vouster, Ohio. Her father, Colonel Jolin 
P. Coulter, was born in Butler county, Penn- 


svlvania, and was engaged im the practice 


Was 


of medicine in Ohio for many vears. In 
1857 he came to Cedar Rapids. Iowa, and 
followed his profession at this place until 
the breaking out of the Civil war. He as- 
sisted in organizing a regiment, which was 
mustered into the United States service as 
the ‘{welfth lowa Volunteer Infantry, and 
was commissioned Heutenant-colonel. Later 
he was made Heutenant-colonel of the Union 
Brigade. He was wounded during an en- 
gagement and never afterward regained his 
healih. On his return to Cedar Rapids at 
the close of the war he lived retired trom 
active practice, and died in that city in 1876. 
His wife passed away in 1884, and both 
Oak Hull cemetery. 
They had four children, namely : Lewis, a 
resident of Chicago; Edward, an express 
messenger on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad, and a resident of 
Cedar Rapids: Eleanora, wife of J. M. Jol- 
ley. of Florida; and Mrs. Mills. Unto our 
subject and his wife were born three chil- 
dren: John P., of Cedar Rapids; Flora, 
wife of Edward R. Kaupke, of the firm of 
Frick & Kaupke, wholesale grocers; and 
Marv M., a student in the high school at 
Cedar Rapids, Lowa. 


were laid to rest in 


JOHN ROGERS. 


This well-known retired farmer and 
prosperous citizen of Center Point was born 
in Guernsey county, Ohio, on the 19th of 


April, 1840, and is a son of Samuel and 
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Eliza (Cheedell) Rogers, natives of Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio. respectively. The ta- 
ther was reared in the Buckeye state, and 
after reaching manhood he followed farm- 
ing there for some years. In 1851 he came 
to Iowa, and the following year took up his 
residence on a farm in Linn county. where 
he died about 1853. His wife still survives 
him, and is now eighty-four years of age. 

When a lad oi eleven years Jolin Rogers 
came with the family to this state, and grew 
to manhood in Linn county, receiving but 
limited educational advantages. Tle began 
life for himself by working as a farm hand 
by the month and was thus emploved for 
several vears. His first purchase of Jand 
consisted of a small tract of tnbroken prairie, 
on which he built a log house, where he 
lived while fencing and improving his land. 
\s time advanced and he prospered in his 
labors he added to his landed possessions 
from time to time until he now owns four 
hundred acres of rich and arable land, «i- 
vided into two farms and supplied with two 
sets of buildings. He continued the opera- 
tion of his land until rgoo, when he removed 
to Center Point, where he bought a lot and 
built a neat residence. Here he 1s now liv- 
ing a retired life, enjoying a well-earned 
rest. 

Mr. Rogers was married, in this county, 
in February, 1862, the lady of his choice 
being Mrs. Elizabeth Meanor, who was born 
and reared in Ohio. They have one son, 
William A., a farmer of Washington towtt- 
ship. Linn county, who is married and has 
two children, Beth and Leo. 

In politics Mr. Rogers is a Jeffersonian 
Democrat, and has never jailed) in his al- 
legianve to that party since casting his first 
presidential vote for Stephen A. Dougtas im 
1860. He is a stanch friend of eilucation 
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aud our pubhe scliool system, and was ati 
active and capable member of the school 
board for some years. His estimable wife 
is a member of the Christian church, and 
both are held in high regard by all who have 
the pleasure of their acquaintance. [ror his 
success in life he deserves great credit, as it 
is due entirely to his own well-directed and 
energetic efforts. 


CHARLES A. ROSS. 


Since the age of thirteen vears this 
gentleman has been dependent upon his own 
resources for a livelihood, and has gradually 
worked his way upward until he now oc- 
cupies the important position of yardmaster 
for the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Railroad at Cedar Rapids, in which city 
he has made his home since 1870. He was 
born in Logan, Hocking county, Ohio, on 
the 18th of April, 1860, and was a lad ot 
ten years when brought to Cedar Rapids by 
his parents, James and Jane (Sherlock) 
Ross, also natives of the DBuckeve state. 
While a resident of Ohio the father was en- 
gaged in the manufacture and sale of tomb- 
stones, but after coming to Cedar Rapids 
devoted his attention to the real estate busi- 
ness principally, owning property in and 
around the city. He is now practically hv- 
ing a retired life, and on account of his 
health spends a part of Ins time in Cahi- 
fornia, though he still looks after his landed 
interests in the northern part of Towa. He 
is a a self-made man, 
whose success in life is due entirely to his 
own unaided efforts. Politically he has al- 
ways been a supporter of the Republican 


self-edueated and 


party, and has taken an active interest in 





public affairs. Jn their church relations both 
he and his wife are Methodists, ana they are 
highly respected and esteemed by all who 
know them. Both are now sixty-nine years 
of age. Their family numbered four clnl- 
dren, but two died in early childhood. Those 
living are Charles A., of this review, and 
Enna. wife of Dr. F. H. Cutler, of Cedar 
Falls, lowa. 

Charles .\. Ross attended the public 
schools of Cedar Rapids, but his education 
was completed at the age of thirteen, when 
he began lus railroad career as news agent, 
holding that position tor about four years. 
He then learned the printer's trade and 
opened a jub printing office of lus own in 
Cedar Rapids, which he conducted for a 
year. On disposing of that he returned to 
railroading in the fall of 188r as a brake- 
man on a freight train on the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad. In the spring 
of 1882 he left that road and tound em- 
plovment on the Canadian Pacifie Railroad 
in the capacity of conductor, being one of 
the pioneer railroad men of that system. 
At the end of four years he returned to 
Cedar Rapids and entered the train service 
of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad, and was later transterred to the 
yards as foreman of vard work. In 1895 he 
was promoted to the position of vardmaster 
and given entire charge of the vards of that 
road at this place, having supervision of 
forty men who handle all the cars within the 
yard limits. He has a pleasant home at 
1o21 Fourteenth avenue west, and has also 
heen interested in gther real estate in the 
city. 

On the Gth af October, 1881, was cele- 
brated the marriage of Mr. Ross and Miss 
Matilda Schneider, who was born in Cedar 
Rapids in 1864. Her father, the late Joseph 
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Schneider, was a brewer and one ol the p1o- 
neers of this city, having built and put in 
operation the first brewery in the city, where 
her mother is still living. Our subject and 
his wife have one son, James B., who was 
born in 1883. and is now in his junior year 
in the high school of Cedar Rapids. Mr. 
Ross is a supporter of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, of which his wife is an earnest 
member. He belongs to Valley City Di- 
vision, No. 58, O. R. C., of which he was 
formerly an officer, and is a charter member 
of Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 278, A. O. U. 
W.. in whieh he also held office for several 
years. fis political support is given the 
men whom he believes are best qualihed to 
fll the offices regardless of party lines. He 
is a straightforward and_ reliable business 
man. whe commands the confidence and re- 
spect of all with whom he is brought 1 con- 
tact either in business or social life. 


THOMAS J. DECK. 


Thomas Jefferson Deck, a weil-to-do 
citizen of Linn township, who owns and op- 
erates a good farm of eighty acres on sec- 
tion 36, was born in Northampton county, 
Fennsvivania, March 30. 1835. and is a son 
of Daniel and Catherine (Stam) Deck. The 
father was a native of the same county, and 
a tailor by trade, following that occupation 
throughout his active business lite. He was 
a prosperous and progressive man of lis day, 
and a consistent member of the Reformed 
church. He died at his home in Pennsyl- 
Vania in 1854. at the age of fifty-two years. 
Subsequently his widow came to Lowa and 
made her hame with our subject until her 
death, which occurred in Mareh, r 896, when 
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she had reached the advanced age of eighty- 
five years. Her remains were interred at 
Lisbon. She, too, was a faithful member 
of the Reformed church, and a most es- 
timable lady. There were only two children 
in the family, our subject being the older. 
His sister, Louisa, still resides on the old. 
homestead in Northampton county, Pennsyl- 
vania, having purchased it from the estate. 
The paternal grandfather of our subject, 
George Deck, was a native of Pennsylvania, 
where he lived and died. When the Mex- 
ican war broke out he was a young man, 
and feeling that the country needed Ins serv- 
‘ees fie enlisted and served all through the 
war. 

Thomas Deck was reared and educated 
in the county of his nativity, and remained 
there until coming to Towa in 1869, when 
he took up his residence in Jones county. 
There he engaged iin farming upon rented 
land for qne year, but in 1870 came to Linn 
county and purchased forty acres in Frank- 
lin township, where he lived for seven years. 
On the expiration of that period he sold the 
place and purchased his present farin on sec- 
tion 36, Linn townslip, 1 heing lis home 
ever since. He has made nearly all o| the 
improvements upon the place, including the 
erection of a large and pleasant residerice, 
whieh ig surrounded by a well-kept fawn 
and enclosed by a beautiful cedar hedge. 
Religiously he is a member of the Reformed 
church, and politically ts identihed with the 
Democracy. 

In September, 1861, was celebrated the 
marriage of Mr. Deck and Miss Alary 
Reese, who was also born in’ Nerthampton 
county, Pennsylvama. and was a daugliter 
of Joseph and Sarah (Heller) Reese. Her 
parents spent their entire lives as farming 
people in that county, and both died at an 
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advanced age. In their fantily were six chul- 
dren, three of whom are now living. Mrs. 
Deck died on the home farm in Linn town- 
T8g7. and was laid to rest 
She was an earnest 


ship June 28, 
in the lisbon cemetery. 
member of the Reformed church, a devoted 
wife and loving mother. Unto Ar. and 
Mrs. Deck were born five children, namely: 
(1) Lilly is the wife of Elmer Daubeumuier. 
of Mt. Vernon, and they have two clildren. 
Oleto and Earl. (2) Ida is the wile of 
Philip Kafer, a farmer of Springville. Lim 
county, and they have one child. Edith. 
(3) Sarah is the wife of Grant Kater, a 
brother of Philip. and a farmer of Franklin 
township. (4) Vietor is aiding hig tather 1 
the operation of the home farm, (5) Mahet 
is also at home. 


_-—__—_<+4-<¢-__—_—__- 


JOSEPH J. CALDWELL. 


Joseph J. Caldwell, a prominent citizen 
and prosperous agriculturist of Bertram 
township, was born in Fountain county, In- 
diana June 20, 1836, and is of Scotch an- 
cestry. his paternal great-grandfather hav- 
ing emigrated from Scotland in the early 
part of the eighteenth century. The vessel 
on which he satled was wrecked in a terrible 
storm, and he was the only one on board that 
was saved. He finally reached land and 
later went to New York. THe located in the 
south and there reared his family, in which 
were four sons who fought for the freedom 
of the Colonies in the Revolutionary war. 
One of these was wounded in the hand dur- 
ing his service and another died of camp 
fever. The third subsequently removed to 
Butler county, Ohio, and engaged in farm- 
ing. By trade one of the number was a 


weaver. 


Robert Caldwell, the grandfather of our 
subject. was the youngest of these patriotic 
brothers, and was only fifteen years of age 
when he enlisted in General Washington's 
army. After the war he continued to make 
his home in Maryland for some time and 
was there married. When the father of our 
subject was about two years old the grand- 
father removed with his family to Butler 
county, Ohto, becoming one of its early set- 
tlers. He was one of the ten prospectors 
who first settled on the present site of Cin- 
At that time the Indians were very 
troublesome, and the pioneers needed stout 
hearts and ready hands to protect themselves 
against the red men and the wild beasts that 
roamed through the forest. Mr. Caldwell 
Was a carpenter by trade and found a knowl- 


cinnati. 


edge of this craft most useful in his pioneer 
life. 
representative 


He was in everv sense of the word a 
frontiersman — courageous, 
energetic and enterprising. For sume time 
he engaged in agricultural pursuits 1 But- 
removed 10 


ler county, Ohio, and then 


Feauntain county, Indiana, where he died at 


a good old age. 


Joseph J. Caldwell, Sr.. our subject's 
father, was a native of Marvland. and was 
the 


reared to agricultural pursuits upon 


frontier. The greater part of lis life was 
passed in Indiana, but in 1852 he removed 
to Johnson county. Iowa, purchasing tour 
hundred and eighty acres of raw prairie land 
in Cedar township, which he proceeded to 
break with six voke of oxen and a breaking 
He soon had Is land under cultiva- 
tion. and erected thereon a good house and 
There he died in October, 1855, at 
His wife, who 
hore the maiden name of Nancy Runnolds, 


plow. 


barn. 
the age Of sixty-two vears. 


was a native of Virginia and a daughter of 


Nehemiah Runnelds. She passed away 1m 





JOSEPH CALDWELL, 


* 
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January. 1855, and her death was widely and 
deeply mourned. In their fannly were seven 
children, namely: Mary, who married Jacob 
Spitler and both died near Solon, Towa; 
Eleaza. who died in Calitorma in 1850; 
Robert, who wedded Mary Spurgeon and 
both died in Holt county, Missouri: Prank. 
who first married Mary Williams and _ sec- 
ond Christina Boek. and died at liis home 
eleven miles south of Independence, Lowa; 
Simon. who died at the age of two vears; 
Jeseph T.. the subject of this sketch: and 
Ainzi. deceased, who married Eliza \Vill- 
jams. now residing near Solon, lowa. 

Our subject's early school privileges 
were very limited. being able to attend the 
subseriptian schools for a brief time only. 
His elder brother, however, had received a 
Muir education. and taught lim at home, and 
hy the time he was five vears of age he was 
alle to correctly repeat the multplication 
tables. .\t the age of six he commenced 
work in the fields, and has since labored on 
an average of sixteen hours per day. He 
grew up to a self-reliant and self-respecting 
manhood in his birth place, and came with 
the family to Iowa in 1852. Immediately 
sueceeding the death of his parents he took 
complete charge of the homestead farm. 
His father gave him eighty acres of land, and 
fo this he subsequently added until he had 
three lutndred and thirty acres of rich and 
arable land in Johnson county, where he 
made his home until 1897, when he sold his 
Property there and removed to Linn county. 
He bought one hundred and thirty acres of 
land on sections 26 and 35, and has since 
made many inprovements upon the place. 

Mrs. Caldwell, who was a mest  esti- 
mable ladv, a devoted wife. a sincere friend 
and kind neighbor, died in September, 1892. 
Our subject was again married at Solon, 


373. 


= 





Iowa, June 7, 1894. his second union being 
with Miss Elizabeth Blain, who was born in 
Linn county, April 2, 1874, and is a daugh- 
ter of Jesse and Erma (Hunter) Blain, 
natives of Johnson and Linn counties, re- 
spectively. She is the second in order of 
birth in a family of ten children, the others 
being May, who died in cluldhood; Ella, 
wife of Frank Knapp, a merchant of Ber- 
tram; Charles, a farmer of Bertram town- 
ship: Julia; James, Raymond, John and 
Vesta, all living at home. One died in 1n- 
fancy. Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell have two 
children: Sherwin, born April 4, 1895; and 
Iza. born July 20, 1897. 

For almost a quarter of a century Mr. 
Caldwell has engaged in buving, feeding and 
shipping cattle and is considered an excellent 
judge of stock, as well as a man of good 
financial abilitv. He is a scientihe tarmer, 
and has acquired a comfortable competence, 
to which he is continually adding. For 
many years he has been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh. and has always 
been found on the side of right and justice. 
He takes an active interest in all things per- 
taining to the good of the community in 
whieh he lives, and was a prominent factor 
in building the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad through Linn and John- 
son counties. Jn his political affiliations he 
is a Republican. His wife is a bright, in- 
telligent lady. most pleasant in her social 
relations, and takes a very active mterest 
in chureh work. 


SAMUEL S. JOHNSON. 


Samuel S, Johnson, one of the most es- 
teaned citizens and honored pioneers of 
Cedar Rapids, was for many years prom- 
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nently identifed with her leading business 
interests, and did much to advance the gen- 
eral welfare and secure the material clevel- 
opmcnt of the city, but he is now resting 
irom his labors, living retired at his home, 
No. 311 Third avenue west. 

My. Johuson was born in Wesimoreland 
county, Pennsylvania, July 8, 1820, and 1s a 
son of Robert Johnson, a native of Ireland, 
who came to the new world when a voung 
man, aud after residing in Westmoreland 
county for some years removed to Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania, where he followed 
farming throughout the remainder of tus 
life. In his fanily were six sons and seven 
daughters. 

Samuel B. Johnson was reared on the 
home farm in Somerset county, and on 
reaching manhood was married there, but 
After hus 
marriage he followed farming in that county 


his wife lived only a short trme. 


on his own account unti 1847, when he 
caine west to Jowa. He found Cedar Rapids 
a mere crossroad village with three or tour 
business houses. For two years he was con- 
nected with Glass & Dodge in the manu- 
facture of fanning mills, and then turned 
his attention to the carpenter's trade. .\s 
a contractor and builder he erected the first 
frame house on the west side of the river, 
which still stands as a landmark of pioneer 
davs. Continuing at that trade for two or 
three vears, he then took up farming. In 
June, 1848. he had entered a tract of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land near the 
village, and in the fall of 1850 built thereon 
a house and eommenced to break and im- 
prove his property. making it Jus home for 
many years. One hundred and twenty acres 
of this tract he subsequently laid out in city 
lots, it becoming known as Young’s third 
and fifth additions to Cedar Rapids. On 


selling his farm in 1884 he built a tine mod- 
nse liteenth 
avenue and Eighth street west, which was 
one of the best in the city. Flis present resi- 
dence was erected in 1900. Seon after the 
Civil war Mr. Johnson embarked in mer- 
chandising, but at the end of a year he sold 
out. He was one of the organizers and 
original stockholders of the Van Vechten 
Cedar Rapids Bank, and also one of the or- 
ganizers and stockholders of the telephone 
company of the city. He has been one ot 


ern residence at the corner ot 


Cedar Rapids’ most active and progressive 
citizens, and has added materially to its de- 
velopment and progress. 

Mr. Johnson was again married, in Tree- 
port, Illinois, April 14, 1850. his second 
union being with Miss Catherine Gettemy, 
who was also born in Westinoreland coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, but was reared in Ohio, 
and was a young lady when she removed 
to Stephenson county. Illinois. By this mar- 
riage was born a daughter, Alice E., wite 
of R. P. Taylor, of Cedar Rapids. by whom 
she has four sons, Howard Earl. Samuel 
and William, twins, and Richard. By lus 
first wife Mr. Johnson has a son, Curtis C., 
a farmer of Pawnee county, Nebraska, wiho 
ig married two 
daughters. 

Politically Mr. Johnsen has been a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party since its 
organization, having voted for Jehn C. lre- 
mont in 1856, and for every presidential 
candidate of the party since that time with. 
one exception when in the east. He has 
cast a presidential ballot at fourteen elec- 
tions, and has been a delegate to many coun- 
ty and congressional conventions. He was 
township trustee twelve or fourteen 
years, overseer of the poor for a number of 


and has three sons and 


tor 


years, and served on the city board for sev- 
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eral vears. He made a faithful and efficient 
officer in whatever position Ae was called 
upon to fill. Both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
are charter members of the First United 
Presbyterian church on the west side, and 
he was one of the trustees of the same for 
a number of vears. Tor fifty-four years he 
has made his home in Linn county, and 1s 
to-day the oldest male resident of Cedar 
Rapids. He has witnessed the wonderful 
erowth and development of the city, and has 
ever borne his part in the work of building 
and advancement. He helped build the first 
ferry boat for the town, and as an enter- 
prising and public-spirited citizen” he has 
heen an important factor in publie progress, 
llis long residence here has made him widely 
known, and it is safe to sav that no man in 
the community is more honored or respected 
than Samuel S. Johnson. 





THOMAS J. HART. 


In November, 1870, this gentleman came 
to Linn county, and for about thirty vears 
was one of its most thrifty and industrious 
agriculturists, owning and operating a val- 
uable and well-improved farm of two hun- 
dred and seventy acres in Washington town- 
ship, two miles from Center Point, but he 1s 
now living retired in that village. He was 
horn.on the 26th of April, 1835. in Preble 
county, Olio, of which locality his ancestors 
were pioneers. His parents, Silas and Han- 
nah S. (Slinger) Hart, were both natives 
of Ohio, and spent their entire lives as farm- 
ing people in Preble county, where the father 
died in 1870. 

On the old homestead farm Thomas J. 
Hart passed the days of his boyhood and 
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youth, and was given good educational priv- 
ileges. After arriving at man’s estate he 
was married, in Preble county, November I4, 
1860, to Miss Ellen ‘Kenney, a native of 
Delaware county, Ohio, where her early life 
Her father, Albert J. Kenney, 
was born in Virginia, and was married in 
Maryland to Miss Susan Buzzard, a native 
of that state. They were among the first 
settlers of Delaware county, Ohio, where in 
the micst of the forest he cleared and im- 
proved a farm, making his home thereon 
throughout the remainder of his life. He 
died at the age of eighty-two years, his wite 
at the age of seventy-one. Mr. and Ars. 
Hart have three children: Anna, wite ot 
Isaac H.. Nerr, a practicing attorney ot 
Trenton, Missouri; J. P., who is married and 
engaged in the livery business in Winterset, 
lowa; and Forest, a resident of Linn, Iowa. 

After his marriage Mr. Hart was en- 
gaged in the manufacture of tile in Preble 
county, Ohie, for nine years, and built up 
a good business. In 1870 he came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and first located in Marion, 
where he handled washing machines and en- 
gaged in the patent right business for two 
vears. He then purchased a farm in Otter 
Creek township, on which he made lis home 
for five vears, and then traded that prop- 
erty for his present farm in Washington 
township. In 1876 he bought property 
Center Point, and though he made bis home 
there he continued to operate bis farm. The 
following year he returned to Delaware 
county, Ohio, where he engaged in farming 
on the Kennev homestead for two years, but 
at the end of that time he again came to 
Linn county, Iowa, and located on his farm 
in Washington township, to the further im- 
provement and cultivation of which he ce- 
voted his time and energies for same years, 


Was spent. 


ce 
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imaking it one of the most desirable farms 
of its size in the locality. Renting his farm 
1 1897. he removed to Center Point. where 
he purchased a lot and built a residence that 
has since been his home. 

AMlr. and Alys. Hart commenced life to- 
gether in lumited circumstances, but by their 
united efforts and untiring industry they 
have acquired a large and valuable farm and 
a good home in Center Point. Religtously 
they are active members of the Methodist 
Episcopal ehureh, with which Mr. Hart is 
officially connected, and are people of prorm- 
Inence in their community. Politically he 
is a Jeffersonian Democrat. as was his fa- 
ther before lim, and he cast his first presi- 
dential ballot for James Buchanan in 1836. 
but he has never cared tor political honors, 
preferring to devote his undivided attention 
to his business interests. 


DAVID CLARK. 


Prominent among the honored pioneers 
and representative citizens of Linn tewnship 
was the subject of this sketch, who for over 
SINtY vears was actively identifed with the 
agricultural interests of the county and bore 
al imiportant part in its growth and deveiop- 
iment. He was born in Lorain county. Ohio. 
September 25, 1832. and was only eight 
years old when he came to this county with 
his parents, Oliver and Electa (Wiicox) 
Clark. both natives of Connecticut. 

By trade the father was a blacksmith, but 
the greater part of his life was devoted ta 
agricultural pursuits. After his marriage 
he removed to Ohio, and in 1837 came to 
Linn county, Iowa. taking up government 
land where the city of Cedar Rapids now 


He then returned to Ohio for Iris 
lanuly, but during his absence his claim was 


Stalicds. 


jumped. and when he again came to this 
rounty in 1839 he entered another tract in 
Franklin township of one hundred and sixty 
acres. upon which he spent the remainder 
of his Irfe. He eied January £3, 2571, at 
the age of seventy-three years. and lus wile 
passed away just ten years later. at the age 
of eighty-two. Unto them were born twelve 
children. five sons and seven daughters, but 
only one son and two daughters are nowy 
living. 

Davul Clark was indebted to the common 
schools ef Linn county for his educational 
privileges, but his advantages along that line 
were rather lintited. as he was in puor health 
much of the time during his boyhood. He 
remained with lus parents until lis marriage. 
11 the meantime assisting his father in the 
arin duties, their home being in’ [Franklin 
townsliup. 

At Mt. Vernon, on the 3d ot April, 1867, 
Nr. Clark wedded Miss Mary A. Boxwell, 
who was born in lavette county, Pennsyl- 
vania, January 15. 1842. a daughter of Rob- 
ert and Rhoda (Young) Boxwell, also na- 
tives of the Keystone state. In 1845 her 
family came to Linn county, Iowa, and her 
father. who was a farmer by occupation. 
taok up one hundred and twenty acres of 
government land in Linn township, where he 
made his home until his death. He died 
at the age of seventy-four vears, and lus 
wife five years later, at the age of seventy- 
six. Of the eight children born to them 
four died when quite young: those living 
are William. Robert and Moses. all farmers 
of Linn township, and Mary Ann, widow of 
our sulsyect. 

Unto Abr. and Mrs. Clark were born 
mne children, as follows: (1) Moses A., 
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porn in Franklin township, this county, died 
i infaney. (2) Walter I., born in Irrank- 
lin township, was reared on the home farm 
and educated in the district schools. He 
married Cynthia Armitage, a native of Jones 
county, Towa, and then followed farming 
He 
was next engaged in the creamery business 
in Wyoming, Jenes county, for a year, but 
the following two vears were devoted to ag- 
ricultural pursuits. He then entered the em- 
ploy of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St, Paul 
Railroad, and was killed in a wreck at Ana- 
masa. Jones county, January 24, 1894. He 
left a widow and one child, Carl, born in 
(3) Ira J. was married, Decent? 


in Linn township for about six years. 


Marion. 
ber 30, 1890, to Isaac Flowers, who was 
horn in Lebanon county. Pennsylvania, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1864. and came to Linn county, 
1882. He is now operating an 
eighty-acre farm on section 15, Linn town- 
ship. They have two children, George D. 
and Glenn E.. both born in that township. 
(4) Rhoda I. died at the age of four years. 
(5) David E., born in Linn township De- 
cember 30, r872, has spent his entire life on 
the home farm. (6) Robert L., born Sep- 
tember 28, 1876. (7) Bertie J., born De- 
cember 7 £879, and (8) Ray E., born Jan- 
Wary 25, 1882, are also at home. (9) Harry, 
horn October 7. 1887. died at-the age of six 
months and was buried in the Presbyterian 
church yard in Linn township. 

For about nine vears after his marriage 
My. Clark was a resident of Franklin town- 
ship, bur in 1871 removed to Linn town- 
ship, and purchased eighty acres of land on 
section 14, on which his family still reside. 
He met with far more than ordinary stccess 
iit his chosen vocation, and added to his prop- 
erty from time to time until he had a hie 
farm of three hundred and twenty-five acres, 
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on which he erected a good residence of 
modern architecture and made many other 
substantial improvenients. He was quite ex- 
tensively engaged in stock raising, making 
a specialty of a high grace of cattle and hogs. 

Mr. Clark died on the home farm Jan- 
uary 12, 1901, after a brief illness of only a 
week’s duration, and was laid to rest in the 
Presbyterian church cemetery in Linn town- 
ship. In political belief he was a Repub- 
lican, and never failed to cast ius ballot for 
the candidates of that party. Socially he 
was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and 
religiously was a member of the United 
Brethren church. He was a very successful 
aid prosperous man and was held im the 
highest respect by all who knew jim, on ac- 
count of his honesty and his upright deal- 
ings with his fellow citizens. He made many 
friends but no enemies: was. a kind hus- 
band and a devoted and generous father. He 
was also public-spirited and progressive and 
advocated all measures that tended to the 
advancement aud improvement of the com- 
munity in which he lived. 


ee 


JULIUS E. BAERTHEL, 


Julius FE. Baerthel, now living retired at 
his home at 221 -\ avenue, Cedar Rapids, 
is one of the worthy citizens that Germany 
has furnished to the new world. He was 
born in Hesse-Casse! February 10, 1533, a 
son of Conrad Baerthel, who died in that 
country. He received a good elucation in 
his native tongue, and was a young man ot 
seventeen years when he accompanied his 
widowed mother and the other members of 
the family on their emigration to the United 
They located in Chicago, 
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which was then a city of only thirty-fve 
thousand population. There Mr. Baerthel 
attended Jtnglish schools for a time, and 
began lus business career as a farm hand in 
Cook county. Later he rented a farm andl 
continued to engage in agricultural pursuits 
for some vears. 

In March, 1868, Mr. Baerthel came to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he conducted a 
boarding house for a time, and later rented 
the Dubuque House, of which he became pro- 
prietor. Subsequently he was engaged in 
the grocery business for two or three vears, 
and on disposing of that again turned Is 
attention to the hotel business. [Te built 
the Palace Hotel, which he conducted for 
fifteen years, but now rents the property. 
while he lives retired. He also erected a 
brick business block adjoming the horel, and 
has other real estate interests tn the city, in- 


£ 
AS a young man 


cluding his own residence. 
ot seventeen years he came to America, and 
with no capital started out in a strange land 
to overcome the difficulties and chstacles in 
lis path to prosperity. Huis vouth dreams 
have heen realized. and in their happy ful- 
fillment he sees the fitting reward of Jus 
earnest toil. 

On the r5th of October, 1865, in Cook 
county. Thnois, Mr. Baerthel was united in 
marriage with Miss Catherine Loese, also 
a nattve at Germany, who came to the new 
world in 1864. Unto them were born four 
chitdren, namely: Louis 1s married and re- 
sides in Cedar Rapids; Charles died at the 
ave of three vears; William, a highly es- 
teemed and respected died 
March 3, 1899, at the age of twenty-eight 
and Marv is the wife of Allen J. 
Fee, a farmer of Linn county. On the site 
of the old Palace Hotel Mr. Baerthel has 
erected the Delevan House. a raodern fire- 


young man, 
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proof building, five stories in height, forty 
by one hundred and torty feet. with ninety- 
seven sleeping rooms, club room, office and 
parlor, all elegantly furmshed throughout 
with all the modern improvements, inelud- 
ing a passenger elevator. Mr. Baerthel also 
owns a farin of one hundred and sixty acres, 
ane-hali mile from the city limits, whieh is 
well improved. 

Politically Mr. Baerthel has always been 
identihed with the Republican party since 
casting [ns first presidential vote for John 
C. Fremont in 1856, but he has never sought 
ofieial honors, preferring to give his time 
and attention wholly to lis business inter- 
ests. He was one of the original members 
of the Odd Fellows Lodge of Cedar Rap- 
ids. in which he has filled all the chairs, is 
now past grand, and has represented the 
lodge in the grand lodge of the state. Both 
he and his wife were reared in the Protestant 
iaith, and are liberal supporters of churches. 
His life has been an upright, honorable and 
usetul one, and due success has not been 
dented him, so that he is numbered among 
the substantial men of Cedar Rapids, as 
well as one of its highly respected citizens, 
who has taken an active interest tn the wel- 
fare of the city. 
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JOHN W. HOLLAND. 


Jolin \W. Ilolland, a prominent furnittre 
dealer and undertaker of Center Point, Iowa, 
dates his residence in Linn county from the 
r5th of November, 1850, and is a wortliv 
representative of one of its honored pioneer 
His father, Richard S. Holland, 
was horn in Tennessee, and when a young 


families. 


man went to Ilimois, where he married Miss 
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Martha Fitzgerald, a native of Kentucky. 
In 1850 he brought his family to Linn coun- 
tv, lowa, and settled on a farm in Wash- 
ington townslup, but was not long permitted 
to enjoy lis new home, however, his death 
occurring in 1854. His wife survived lim 
and reared their children. Later she be- 
came the wife of Jolin Pifer, and still re- 
sides on the old home farm left by Mr. Hol- 
land. Our subject is the oldest of the three 
children born of her first 
others being Mrs. Jane Bumgardner, of Vin- 
ton, Iowa; and Elizabeth, wife of D. J. 
Clark, of Linn county. 

Mr. Holland, of this review, was born 
in Hamilton county, Illinois, August 13, 
IN44, and was only six vears old when he 


marriage, the 


came with the family to this county. His 
early educational advantages were rather 


limited, but le made the most of his op- 
portunities, and by reading study 11 
subsequent years has become a well-intormed 
man. He learned the carpenter's and joi- 
ers trade, at which he worked for about 
thirteen years. He then erected a store 
building and purchased a small stock ot 
furniture, opening for business in Center 
Point along that line in the spring of 1878 
As his trade increased he gradually enlarged 
his stock and now carries a fine line of 
furniture and undertaker’s supplies. By fair 
and honorable dealing he has built up 
good business, and has gained the confidence 
and respect of his fellow citizens in a marked 
degree, Besides his business property he 
also owns a good home in Center Point. 
At Lisbon, Iowa, March 29, 1877, Mr. 
Tlolland was wane in marriage with Miss 
Rachel Nicholson, who was born in Ohio, 
‘but was principally reared in Linn county. 
Her father was Daniel Nicholson, who, in 
1854, settled in Springville, Brown town 


ane 


‘graduated from the public schools. 





To our subject and his 
wife were born three daughters, Martha, 
Nellie and Ida. Nellie is now a student at 
the State Normal School at Lowa Falls, and 
the others are at home. 

In ‘tis political affiliations Mr. Holland 
is a stalwart Democrat, having supported 
that party since casting his first presidential 
vote for Seymour and Blair. 
he is a Master Mason, belonging to the 
lodge at Center Point, and is also a mern- 
ber of the Odd Fellows Lodge at that place, 
in which he has filled all the chairs and 1s 
now past grand. He has also taken the 
erand lodge degrees of the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows. He is past chancellor 
of the Knights of Pythias Lodge of Center 
Point, and represented it in the grand lodge 
at Waterloo, Iowa, in 1900. He also be- 
longs to the Towa Legion of Honor and 
the Modern Brotherhood of America, and 
stands high both in business and social 
circles, 


ship, Linn county. 


Fraternally 


GEORGE L. DICKOVER. 


The subject of this sketch is one of the 
valued employes of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, and is Now 
capably filling the position of foreman of 
the car department. He is a native of Ohio, 
born in Ashland county June 25, 1854, and 
is a son of Jacob and Lydia (Ohl) Dick- 
over. The father is a Pennsylvanian by 
birth, and being left motherless at an early 
dav was reared by strangers. Ile was given 
fairly good educational advantages and was 
During 
his vouth he learned the carpenter 's, muill- 
wright’s and cabinetmaker’s trades, which 
he followed during his active business life, 
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but now, at the age of seventy vears, he is 
living retired in Cedarville, Indiana, where 
he has a comtortable home. His wife is 
about the same age. They are earnest and 
consistent members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal chureh, and he is a Democrat in pol- 
tics. though not radical in his views. 

seven children were born to this worthy 
couple, of whom one died in infancy. The 
others are George L., of this sketch; Will- 
lam, who 1s engaged in the milling business 
in Springport, Indiana; Rebecca, wife of 
Ysaac Astryv. a farmer of the Hoosier state; 
Mary Ellen, wife of \W. E. Garrett. of Au- 
burn, Indiana: Sarah Jane. wite of Frank 
Hull, of Auburn: and Emma, at home. The 
children attended the district schools near 
their home and later pard their own way at 
colleges and! academies. 

In 1868 George L. Dickover accompanied 
his parents on their removal to Indiana, 
and completed lis education in a select school 
at Maysville, that state. On laving aside his 
text books he served a three-years’ ap- 
prenticeship with his father, during which 
time he thoroughly mastered the carpenter’s 
trade. and cater worked as a journeyman in 
Taichana., 
erable attention to the millwright’s trade, and 


Subsequently he devoted consid- 


met with good success in that enterprise, 
heing appointed foreman before he attained 
ns majority. He next entered the car shops 
at Huntington, Indiana, as a journeyman, 
and was promoted from time to time until 
he hecame assistant foreman of the same, 
remaining there nine vears. During that 
time he acquired a complete knowledge of 
car Inulding, and has since devoted his time 
and energies to that occupation. He came 
to Cedar Rapids in March, 1892, to take the 
position of general foreman of the car de- 
partment of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
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& Northern Railroad, and has imtade this city 
He owns a pleasant 
home at 1220 Fourth avenue, and has also 
been successful in developing and operating 
mines in Colorado. 

Mr. Dickover was married, in Indiana, 
in 188r. to Aliss Olive I. DeMoss, who was 
born in that state in August, 1858, her par- 
ents being Charles \W. and Louisa DeMoss, 
who are now living in Whiting, Indiana. 
By trade her father is a blacksmith. He 
had four children. but only two are now 
hving, namely: Mrs. Diekover, and J. W. 
DeNloss. a machinist of Huntington, Indi- 


his permanent home. 


ana. Alrs. Dickover is a graduate of the 
pubhe schools of Logansport. Indiana. To 
our stthyect and his wife were bern four 
children, of whom one died in imfancy. 
Those living are Edna M.. born in 1886; 
George Clyde. in 1894: and Hazel Irene, in 
Isgs. The two eklest are now attending 
The parents are members of the 
While a resi- 


school. 
Methodist Episcopal church. 
dent of Huntington, Indiana, Mr. Dickover 
was an active member ot the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, served as noble 
grand and represented his lodge in the grand 
lodge of the state. He is not identified with 
any political party. and devotes his entire 
time and attention to his business affairs. 
On starting out in life for himself he re- 
ceived no assistance, and his success is due 
entirely to his own personal ambition and 
determination to succeed, 


a 








GEORGE W. DAVIS. 


Just across the line in Greenfield town- 
ship, Jones county, Iowa, in a quiet cot- 
tage behind an evergreen grove, we find the 
subject of this biography, who is now living 
a retired life. He was born in County Don- 





GEORGE W. DAVIS. 
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egal, Ireland, December 23, 1843, a son of 
George and Susannah (Fisher) Davis, na- 
tives of the same county, where they contin- 
ued to make their home until their emigra- 
tion to America in October, 1854. The fam- 
jiv took passage at Londonderry, Ireland, on 
the sailing vessel Creole, and were upon the 
water for twelve weeks, during which time 
they encountered some terrific storms and it 
was supposed that the vessel would go down. 
In fact the vessel was reported lost. 
They lost two passengers, but the others 
landed safely in Philadelphia. The Davis 
family settled in that city, where the father 
of our subject died in April, 1856. In the 
fall of the same year the mother and children 
came to Jowa and took up their residence in 
Jones county, where she made her home for 
many years, dying there in 1895, aged eigh- 
iy-six years. Her remains were interred in 
the Linn Grove cemetery. She was a devout 
member of the Preshvterian church, to which 
her husband also belonged. 

Of the eleven children born to this 
worthy couple nine are still living, namely: 
James, a retired farmer and veteran of the 
Civil war, wedded Mary Ann Clark and re- 
sides in) A{t. Vernon, lowa; Thomas I. mar- 
ried Jane Kepler, and is also a retired farmer 
of Mt. Vernon; William married Kuth 
Fisher and is living retired in Cedar Rapids; 
Martha was the wife of John McPherson, 
ot Jones county, Iowa, who is now deceased ; 
Ruth is the wife of John W. Fink, of Lisbon ; 
George W., our subject, is next in order of 
lirth; Belle is the wife of Daniel Connor, 
who lives near Mechanicsville, Cedar county, 
Iowa; Jane is the wife of John F. Oldham, 
of Pierre, Oklahoma: and John A. wedded 
Jude Chapman, who was born in the old 
court house at Marion, and resides in Dor- 


chester, Nebraska. 
19 
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Mr. Davis of this review attended the 
national schools of Ireland until the family 
came to the United States, and for one year 
pursued his studies in the schools of Phila- 
delphia. He then worked in a cotton and 
woolen factory for the same length of time. 
When the family came to Iowa in 1856, he 
found employment with Samuel FPtoutz, 
two and one-half miles north of Lisbon, 
where he worked for his board and clothes 
until the following spring, and then went 
to Linn Grove, where he worked for Ab- 
ner Lacock for forty dollars per vear and 
his clothes, remaining with him two years. 
The following year he was in the employ of 
Ed Clark, and then returned to his tormer 
employer, for whom he worked until the 
Civil war broke out. 

In July, 1861, at the age of seventeem 
years, Mr. Davis offered his services to the 
government, joining the boys in blue of 
Company I, Second Iowa Veteran Volun- 
teer Cavalry, under command of Captain 
J). E. Coon, of Mason City, lowa. Owing 
to the age of our sithject he was obliged to 
tell a patriotic fib in order to he mustered in. 
After being mustered into the United States 
service at Davenport, the regiment was sent 
to Benton Barrack, St. Louis, in December, 
1861, where they remained until February, 
1862. While here they were on scout duty 
aud sixty of the members died from measles. 
They were then ordered to Island No. 10, 
under command of General John Pope, 
which they assisted in capturing and they 
were the first troops on the Kentucky side 
of the river. There were captured six thou- 
sand prisoners, one nullion five hundred 
thousand dollars worth of stores, and the 
Second Iowa captured a rebel flag on which 
was the inscription “Mississippi Devils, pre- 


sented by the ladies.” After the defeat 
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at Shiloh they were sent up the Tennes- 
see river to Pittsburg Landing, where they 
were placed under the command of Gen- 
eral Hallick, who was advancing on Corimth, 
aud they made the charge on the rebel 
army at that place under General Hatch, 
May 9, 1862. The opposing force was so 
great that they were driven back, but saved 
Paine’s division. They were the first troops 
to enter Corinth after the evacuation of the 
eitv, May 29. At twelve o’clock one night 
that summer they made the first cavalry 
raid of the war, under Colonel Washington 
L, Elliott, who was a graduate of West Point 
aud had served seventeen vears in the regular 
They also took part in the battle of 
Buoneville, where Sheridan with the Second 
lowa and Second Michigan Cavalry de- 
feated eight thousand rebels, and was there 
made brigatder-general. 
ment the Second lowa Cavalry moved hack 
to Rienzi, and our subject was detailed as 


army, 


After this engage- 


orderly for General Sheridan, having pre- 
viously been messenger boy tor General I[£1- 
lnott and General Granger. being chosen 
out of twenty-seven hundred men in his 
conunand, which was quite an honor. Three 
months later he reyoied his command, and 
on the sth of September they broke camp 
at Rienza and returned to Corinth, where 
General Rosecrans was then in command. 
They next went to Payton’s Mills in pursuit 
of General Faulkner, where they partici- 
patect in the battle at that place, and then 
moved back to Tika to support the Tifth 
lowa Jufantry. There they stood to horse all 
night ina drenching rain. .\bout midnight 
General Rosecrans called a council of bri- 
eade commanders, and gave the command to 
move at daybreak, the infantry with hayo- 
nets Axed and the cavalry with drawn sabers. 
not.a shot to be fired. Tt was expected that 
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General Grant would support them. The 
rebels retreated during the mght, and the 
Union troops followed them twenty miles 
aid made a stand at two oclock next day. 
After this engagement Generals Price and 
Van Dorn united their armies and moved 
north. The result was the two days’ battle at 
Corinth on October 1 and 2, 1862, and the 
rebels were defeated. Here Mr. Davis was 
wounded in the ankle and sent to the Keo- 
kuk, Towa, hospital, where he rematned thir- 
iv days. Deserting the hospital, he went 
down the Afississippi river on a steamer to 
Vicksburg, and rejoined his regiment, which 
tormed Grant’s advance guard on Vicks- 
burg at Grant Junction. They were next in 
an engagement with Colonel Faulkner at 
Wolly Springs, November 29, and captured. 
thirty horses and sixty men. On the 2d of 
December they crossed the Tallalatchee 
river and moved on Springdale, Mississippi. 
aud from there went to Water Valley, where 
they lost three men and six herses. They 
next proceeded to Oxtord. Mississippi. After 
landing at Ponnetock they went back to Hol- 
ly Springs, and retreated northward Decem- 
ber 22, as Colonel Van Dorn had burned 
the supphes. ‘The brigade to which our sul- 
ject belonged returned to Coffeeville, par- 
ticipating in the battle there, after which 
they commenced destroving the Mississippi 
Central Railroad, being the rear guard of 
General Grant's army. They retreated as far 
as the Tailahatehee river and then went into 
winter quarters at La Grange, Tennessee, 
where they built log houses. In the spring of 
1863 they went to \Waterford, Mississippi, 
where they were surrounded by the Texas 
Legion, but were rescued by citizens who no- 
tified the brigade and they escaped back to 
La Grange. In March our subject’s regi- 
ment marched three hundred and sixty miles, 
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and were placed under the command of Gen- 
eral G. 11. Grierson, who started to cut the 
railroad conununication of the rebels. On 
the 21st of April they went to Palalto, and 
rom there to Columbus. 
ment returned to La Grange, where they 
remained all summer. On the 5th of June 
they went on a raid down the Mississippi 
river, and nine days later marched into Pa- 
nola, Mississippi, where they burned fitteen 
million dollars worth oi property. On the 
ist ot July they were ordered to Jackson, 
and after taking part in the battle at that 
place returned to La Grange. Later they 
captured six locomotives and twenty-five 
cars at Granada, which town the rebels sur- 
rendered \ugust 27, 1863. Two months 
were then spent in camp at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. and in November went to Colliers- 


Mr. Davis’ regi- 


ville, taking part in an engagement at that 
place, defeating the rebels under General 
Gorge. Thev went to Oxford, Mississippi, 
December 4. and subsequently took part 1m 
the battle at Moscow, where their command- 
er. General Hatch, was shot through the 
right lung. Here the rebels numbered five 
thousand, and the Union forces only thirteen 
hundred. Marching back to La Grange, a 
distance of about thirty-five miles, they broke 
camp January 1, 1864, and two days later 
reached Memphis, where they slept that 
night on the frozen ground. They remained 
there till February 5, when they jomed Gen- 
eral \W. S. Simith at Germantown, Tennes- 
sve, and started to join General Sherman's 
command at Meridian, it being their inten- 
tion to form a large cavalry force to march 
through the Confederacy, but they were 
met and defeated by the They 
Were soon ina part of the Confederacy 
which was still rich with provisions. At 
West Point, Mississippi, February 21, Gen- 


rebels. 
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eral Smith ordered a retreat to Okolonia, 
and the hghting became severe, the rebels 
having eight thousand soldiers and the 
Umion troops numbering only four thou- 
sand. As Mr. Davis’ time 
he re-enlisted in 


had expired 
the same regiment at 
being determined to 
the end of the war. He then returned 
te Davenport by way of St. Louis and was 
given a thirty-day furlough. He rejoined 
lis command May 15 at Davenport, Iowa, 
and returned to St. Louis, where they re- 


Germantown, see 


ceived a new equipment, whence they went 
tu Memphis. They were then armed with 
the Spencer seven-shot carbines. ‘hey took 
part in the battle-of Tupalo under General 
A. J. Smith and Brigadier-General B. H. 
Grierson and several skirmishes, and then 
returned to Memphis, where they remained 
until the 2d of August, and from there went 
to Grand Junction and Waterford to rebuild 
the railroad to Oxford, Mississippi. After 
their return to Memphis they were ordered 
to join General Sherman on his march to 
the sea. At Clifton, however, the order was 
countermanded, and they were ordered to re- 
port to General Thomas, who was sent to 
repell General Hood, and joined his forces 
near Columbia, Tennessee. General Hood 
advaneed on Nashville with forty-hve thou- 
sand: infantry, fifteen thousand cavalry and 
ninety pieces of artillery, while the Union 
forces had only four thousand cavalry in his 
front. and a small army of infantry and ar- 
tillerv. Our subject’s regiment on its retreat 
to Nashville too part in the engagements 
at Campbeliville. Linnvillle, Met. Carmel, 
Duck River, Shelbyville, Pike. and Franklin, 
on the 29th of November, when the rebels 
last five generals and six thousand troops. 
The cavalry forces retreated across the Cum- 
berland river to Edgefield, where the mer- 
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cury was ten degrees below zero, with no 
wood. On December 2 they recrossed to 
Nashville, and for three days camped in two 
feet of mud. On the morning of December 
15 the battle of Nashville was opened and 
our subject's regiment captured a tort which 
Hood had left fifteen minutes previous with 
the instructions to hold the fort at all haz- 
ards, and later captured another fort. On 
the 25th of December General Spaulding, 
of the Twelfth Teunessee, called for two 
follow Hood and 
harass the rear of lis army, and Mr. Davis 
was among the number to respond’ and 
go with Major Horton, of Second 
fowa Cavalry. On the Ist of January, 
1865, the regiment was ordered to ITunts- 
ville. and Jater to Fastport, Mississippi. 
It was very cold fording the rivers and 
the troops suffered severelv. They 


hundred volunteers to 


the 


went 
Into winter quarters at Gravelly Springs, 
Mabama. On the ith of April they re- 
ceived news of General Lee’s surrender, and 
five days later came the sacl news of Presi- 
dent Linens Mr. Davis 
was finally mustered out September 17, 1865, 
ar Selina, Alabama, and returned to Daven- 
port, where he was honorably discharged 
Octeber 9, 1865. During the entire time he 
Was i the service he was never reprimanded 


ASSASSINATION, 


hy an offteer, and was offered a commission 
Ina colored regiment at Memphis, Tennes- 
see, but dechned, as he did not want. to 
leave lus comrades, 

In October, of the same year, we again 
find him a resident of Linn county. where 
In 1867 
he bought the farm which he now occupies, 


he werked by the month one vear. 


it heme at that tne, however, an eighty- 
acre tract of unbroken prairie Jand in Green- 
held township. Jones county, which he at 
once proceeded to place under cultivation. 
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He has added to his landed possessions un- 
ti] he now has three hundred and sixty-five 
acres Of very valuable and productive land, 
on which he has erected two good houses 
and three harns, together with 
other outbuildings. He raises Durham eat- 
tle and Poland China hogs, and also a high 
He not only teeds all of 
the grain raised on his own Tand = to his. 
stock, It one year was forced to buy ten 
thousand bushels for the same purpose. 
At. Anamosa, Iowa, September 16, 186%, 
Mr. Davis married Miss Anis Jones, who 
was born in Indiana September 2, 1850, and 
came to Jowa in 1863 with her parents, 
Thomas and Jane Jones, who were reared 
and married in Lawrence county, In- 
diana. The faniulvy settled in Jones county, 
fowa, where Ar. Jones died in May, 1880, 
his remains being interred at Walnut Grove. 


mimense 


grade of horses. 


He had nine children, namely: Elmira, wite 
af Riley Jones, of Wall Lake, Calhoun coun- 


ty, Towa; Mary, a resident of Doniphan, 


Nebraska, who first married Joseph Me- 
Dowell and second Ephraim Jones: Henry, 
who married Jane Garnett, now deceased, 
and resides in Montezuma, Iowa: Cenith, 
wife of -\merson Johnson, of Jefferson,. 
Towa; s\nis, wife of our subject; Manford, 
who married Martha De Walt and lives at 
Grand Junction, lowa; Millie, wife of Jolin 
Young, of Laporte City, lowa: Amy, who. 
died at the age of twenty-four years; and 
Della, wife of Frank Griffith, of Grand June- 
tion, Iowa. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Davis were born six 
clnidren, as follows: (1) Thomas U., born 
September 12, 1869, assists his father in the 
operation of the home farm. (2) Harry E,, 
horn November r4, 1870. in Jones county, 
was edueated in the district schools, and 
now conducts a part of the old homestead 
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farm. He was married, at Climax, Micli- 
ean, December 19, 1900, to Hatue E. Card, 
who was born at that place December 13. 
i871. and is the oldest in a family of four 
children. her parents being Daniel \W. and 
Rose (Eldred) Card, natives of New York. 
Harry E. and his wife attend the Reformed 
church of Lisbon. (3) Lottie Jane, born 
September 20, 1872, is the wife of Philip 
Mohn, a farmer of Greenteld township, 
Jones county, Iowa, and they have two chul- 
dren, Ora R. and Conrad D. (4) George, 
barn December 20. 1874. married Mina \Ves- 
ton and lives in Greenfield township, Jones 
county. (3) Ira L.. born November 3, 1876, 
is also a resident of that township on a part 
of our subject’s farm. He married Ida Abel 
and they have one son, Harold. (6) Ora 
May. born August 29, 1883, is at home with 
The mother of these children, 
whe was a most estimable woman, died Sep- 
tember 4, 1898, and was laid to rest in the 
Lishon cemetery. 

Religiously Mr. Davis holds membership 
in the Reformed church, and socially 1s a 
member of John A. Buck Post, No. 140, G. 
A. R., of which he is past commander, and 
Franklin Lodge, Iowa Legion of Honor, of 
Lisbon. As a Republican he has always 


her tarher. 


taken an active part in local politics; has 
filled a munber of township offices, includ- 
ing that of road supervisor and president 
of the school board; while serving in that 
capacity he raised the first Hag on the school 
raised in Greenfield 
township, and has been the candidate of his 
party for the legislature. Je was one of the 
charter members of the Farmers Institute at 
Lisbon and served as president for two 
terms. He also bought the first roll of 
barbed wire that was ever sold in Lisbon, 
for which he paid seventeen cents per pound. 


house that was ever 


He is one of the most prominent and influ- 
ential men of his community, and 1s held in 
the highest esteem by all who knew him. At 
aq reunion of the Grand Army of the Republic 
at Washington, D. C., in 892, he command- 
ed a platoon as the parade passed down 
Pennsylvania avenue, in *which marched 
three congressmen. 





JOSEPH HUNTER. 


This old and honored resident of \Wash- 
ington township is now living a retired lite 
on his farm on section &. about a mile and 
«a half from Center Point, where he has 
now made his home for forty years. He 
was born in the town of Mooers, Clinton 
county, New York, March 8, 1816, and in 
early life learned the trade of making broom 
iron, at which he worked in Schuyler’s Falls 
and Saranac for about thirty years. 

Mr. Hunter was married, in his native 
county, February 15, 1844, to Miss Sarah 
Ann Thomas, and continued his residence 
there until coming to Linn county, Iowa, in 
1862. On his arrival here he purchased the 
farm which he now occupies, consisting of 
one hundred and fifty acres, but af that time 
only two acres had been cleared and the ouly 
improvement was a log cabin, into which 
he and his family moved. He has since 
erected good and substantial bulidings tpon 
the place, has put up a wind pump, drawing 
water from a well which he had to drill one 
hundred and seventy feet through limestone 
rock. He has made many other valuable 
improvements until it is nOw a most desir- 
For the past ten years his son 
the farm, wile he 


able farm. 
Samuel has operated 
practically lives retired. 
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Mr. Hunter owns a good residence at 


Center Point, where he lived about a year, 
but after the death of his wife he returned 
to the farm. She passed away in August, 
Isg4. They were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, of whom six are still living, namely: 
Henry is married and lives in Mt. Vernon; 
Permelia is the wife of James Morris, a 
farmer of Linn county; Joseph and Ales- 
ander are also married, and follow farming 
in this county; Samuel, who operates the old 
homestead, married Emma Dennison, a 
daughter of Jonathan Dennison, an old set- 
tler and substantial farmer of this county: 
and Julia is the wife of Thomas Chambers, 
of Mr. Vernon. Mr. Hunter also has eight- 
een grandchildren and eight great-grand- 
children. 

Since attaining his majoritv Mr, Hunter 
has never failed to support the Democratic 
party at each presidential election, and is a 
hehever in principles. He 
merits and receives the confidence and re- 


Jeffersonian 


spect of his fellow citizens, and wherever 
known he is held in high regard. 





FRANK ©. PITKIN. 


One of the most popular business men 
of Cedar Rapids is this well-known druggist, 
who is now successfully engaged in busi- 
ness at No. 218 South First street. He was 
horn in Lynn, Massachusetts, Mav 7, 1863, 
his early education being obtained in the 
common schools of that state. When a lad 
of thirteen vears he came to Cedar Rapids, 
and entered the employ of Wheeler & French, 
druggists of this city, as an apprentice. 
Later he was with N. P. Bailey. and sub- 
Sequently was prescription clerk for J. D. 
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Mateer and George ©. Haman. For a year 
and a halt he was on the road selling physi- 
clans’ supplies for FL .\. Woods & Company, 
of Cedar Rapids. and was then with C. E. 
Shomler until he embarked in the drug busi- 
ness for himself at his present Jocation in 
1896. On starting out in life for himself 
he was without capital, but soon made for 
hunself an enviable reputation in business 
circles, and to-day enjoys an excellent trade 
which has been gained by fair and lonor- 
able dealing and courteous treatment of his 
customers. 

In 1886 Mr. Pitkin married Miss Mahel 
Batchelder, who was born at Traer, Towa, 
and whose father was formerly a business 
man ot Cedar Rapids, where she was edn- 
cated. They have two children, Edward F, 
and Edith A. 
Pitkin is a Republican, and in his social re- 
lations 1s a member of Mt. Herman Lodge, 
No. 263, F. & A. M., Trowel Chapter, No. 
49, R. A. ML.. and the Roval \rcanum. He 
is also. a member of the State Pharmaceutical 
Commercial Club of 
Cedar Rapids: is a stockholder of tie Audi- 
tori and is a supporter of the base bedi 
clubs of the city. He is public spirited and 
progressive, and takes an aetive interest in 


In lis political views Mr. 


Association and the 


all enterprises which he believes will advance 
the welfare of the community or promote 
the general prosperity. 


CHARLES R. JORDAN. 


There is probably no one in Cedar Rap- 
ids better known to the traveling public than 
Charles R. Jordan, now station master at 
the union depot for the Chicago & North- 
western and the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
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& Northern Railroads. He was born in Os- 
wego, New York, October 24, 1553, and 1S 
« son of Patrick and Margaret (Gallagher ) 
jordan, who were natives of county Mayo, 
eame to this country about 
1848, their marriage being celebrated m 
New York. Throughout his active business 
enreer the father followed the stone cutter’s 
trade. He died in Minnesota, and his wife, 
who survived him a few vears, passed away 
at Cedar Rapids in 1878. They were the 
parents of nine children. but only two are 


Jreland, and 


now living, namely: Charles R., the sub- 
ject of this sketch: and Mary -\., also a 
resident of Cedar Rapids. 

Charles R. Jordan obtained lis early ed- 
ueation in the public schools of Owatonna, 
Minnesota, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, having 
removed to the latter city with his mother 
in Mareh, 1872. While still in school he 
worked jor George Holcomb, who was then 
proprietor of the old depot eating house, and 
aiter completing his education he remained 
with them until 1875, when he was appointed 
night ticket clerk and depot policeman for 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
and the Chicago & Northwestern Railroads. 
Later he became identified with Mr. Mather 
i conducting the eating house at the depot, 
and in 1888 purchased his partner’s interest 
and continued in business alone. In 1897 
he was appointed ta his present responsible 
position as station master, the duties of 
whieh he has since performed in a most 
capable and satisfactory manner. In Jan- 
uary, {g01, he became interested in Hotel 
Burley at Belle Plaine, Iowa—a_house of 
forty-two rooms,—of which he owns a halt 
interest as a member of the firm of Jordan 
& Barnicle. He also has farming, property 
in western Towa. | 

At Cedar Rapids, in December, 1880, 





3o* 


Mr. Jordan married Miss Katherine Straw- 
ney, who was born in Du Page county, Ihe 
nois, in 1849, and they became the parents 
of three children, of whom one died in early 
childhood. Charles R., Jr., is now manager 
of the depot eating house at Cedar Rapids, 
of which his father is sole owner: and John 
H. is attending school at Georgetown. D. C. 

By ‘his ballot Mr. Jordan supports the 
men and measures of the Republican party, 
but has never been actively identified with 
party work. In religious belief he ts a Cath- 
olic. He is a member of the blue lodge, 
chapter, commandery and consistory of the 
Masonic iraternity, and is also connected 
with the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. He served on the building committee 
and is a stockholder of the new Masonic 
Temple at Cedar Rapids, He has always 
been a supporter of philanthropical and 
charitable enterprises and is recognized as a 
valued citizen of the community. 


> 


CHARLES O. PARKER. 


The subject of this review 18 one of the 
most progressive and up-to-date farmers 
of Bertram township, his home being on 
sections 26 and 28. He was born in this 
township, June 7, 1868, and is a son of 
Samuel F. and Almena (Messer) Parker, 
hoth natives of New Hampshire, the for- 
mer born December 30, 1821, the latter 
July 24, 1825. 
and in 1866 came to Cedar Rapids, Lowa. 
Four months later they removed to Ber- 
tram, where the father engaged in the waod 
and lumber business and also conducted a 
sawimill, remaining there fitteen years. He 


They were inarried there, 


then purchased a farm of one Jiundred and 
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sixty-five acres in Bertram township, upon 
which he also made his home for fitteen 
years, and at the end of that time returned 
ty Cedar Rapids, where he lived reured 
from active labor during the remainder of 
his life. He died November 3, 1891, and 
was laid to rest in Oak Hill cemetery, Ce- 
dar Rapids. In his family were six chil- 
dren, all of whom were bern in Coneord, 
New Hampshire, with the exception of our 
subject, who is the youngest. In order of 
birth the others were as follows: Benja- 
min F., born February £1, i849, married 
Martha Oxley, and lives in Cedar Rapids; 
Martha, born January 24, 19852; died in 
infancy; -Arzilla, born March 19, 856) cit 
at the age of imeteen years; Wilham, born 
October 12, 1858, martied Rosie \V hite, 
and resides on a farm in Bertram township; 
and Ella, born July 20, 1862, is the wife 
of James Stanbaugh, a farmer of Bertram 
¢ownslip. 

Charles O. Parker received fis early 
edueation in the district schools of this 
county, and at the age ot fiiteen entered the 
public schools ol Cedar Rapids, where he 
‘pursued his studies for one year, The jol- 
lowing two years were spent at home, and 
at the end of that time he went to Colorado, 
where he worked on a cattle ranch for about 
six inonths. He next went to California, 
where he engaged in the dary business lor 
Fye months, and on the expiration of that 
time returned to Bertram, Iowa. A year 
and a half later he again went west, ancl 
this time spent one year in farming in Alon- 
tana, returning home at the end of that 
time. 

On the 17th of December, 1890, Mr. 
Parker was married in Marion, lowa, to 
Miss Frances J. Boxwell, who was born in 
Linn township, this county, March 9. 1871, 
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and is a daughter of Moses Boxwell, whose 
sketch appears on another page of thus vol- 
ume. Four children bless this wino8n, name- 
lv: Edith A., born September 6, 1891; 
Nellie I., born July 4, 1893: Hazel F.. orn, 
October 18, 1895; and Ruth V., born No- 
vember 11, 1897. 

For four years after his marriage hr. 
Parker engaged in farming on rented land, 
and in 1895 bought what is known as the 
Parker homestead, consisting of one hun- 
dred acres on sections 26 and 28, Lertram 
township. In rgoo he sold that place, and 
ig nuw operating rented Jand with the an- 
He 


is engaged in breeding Iigh grade horses, 


tention of buving another farm soon. 


cattle and hogs, and 1s a most up-to-date 
and progressive farier. He attends the 
Methodist church, and is a member of Ber- 
tram Lodge, No. 534. I. O. O. F., anel the 
Brotherhood of Yeomen. iu 
politics he 1s a stanch Democritt. 


Aumerican 


$e — 


CHARLES P. MURRAY. 


Charles P. Murray, a member of the 
frm of Murray Brothers, prominent railroad 
and general contractors, residing in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, was born near Montreal in 
the province of Quebec, Canada. January 10, 
1X54. His parents, Thomas and Ann (Keat- 
ing) Murray, were natives of Ireland, where 
their marriage was celebrated, and where 
the father followed farming in early life. 
On their emigration to the new world in 
1836 they located in Montreal, Canada, 
where he engaged in the brewery business 
for a short time and then became foreman 
in the quarries. from which was taken the 
stone for the “Queen's bridge” at that place. 





CHARLES P. MURRAY, 
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In 1845 he returned to Ireland, but nine 
months later we again find him a resident 
of Canada. He was foreman on construction 
work on the Grand Trunk Railway, making 
his home at this time on a farm which he 
hac purchased near the city of Montreal. 
In 1855 he came to the United States and 
arty in Benton county, Iowa, where he 
bought land and engaged in farming until 
his removal to Linn county in the spring 
of 1871. After following the same occupa- 
tion in Clinton township for four years he 
retired from active labor and removed to 
Cedar Rapids, where he made his home until 
called to his final rest on the 12th of March, 
IXNGO, at the age of seventy-eight vears. His 
wile died November 17, 1892, at the age of 
seventy-three, They were the parents of ten 
children, of whom nine reached maturity, 
namely: William, who died in Benton coun- 
tv at the age of twenty-two years; John 
L., who is in partnership with our subject; 
elizabeth, wife of Frank Wear, of Omaha, 
Nebraska; Mary, wife of Michael Broderick, 
of Harrison county. Iowa; Thomas F., who 
died in Cedar Rapids in 1898; Maggie, 
widew of C. H. Usher and a resident of 
Cedar Rapids: Charles P., of this review; 
Jennie, who lives with Mrs. Broderick; and 
Anna F., wife of Eugene Quinn, of Cedar 
Rapids. 

Charles P. Murray attended the district 
schools of Benton county, and remained at 
home with his father until 1872, when he 
commenced work for his brother, John E., 
who was engaged in railroad contracting, 
and continued in his employ for six years, 
serving as foreman the greater part of the 
time, At the end of that period he formed 
a partnership with his brother, and together 
they have since engaged in business as gen- 
eral contractors, though they make a spe- 
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cialty of railroad work. They have done 
considerable contracting for the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, and 
have also been connected with the construc- 
tion of the Chicago & Northwestern and the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroads 
in this state, and built one hundred and fifty 
miles of the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri 
Valley Railroad in Nebraska and Dakota. 
For a time John E. Murray was in partner- 
ship with S. L. Dows, while our subject was 
connected with Thomas F., although both 
firms were engaged along similar lines of 
contracting, but since 1886 John E. and 
Charles P. have been alone in business. The 
firm has done a portion of the sewerage work 
in Cedar Rapids, and the complete system at 
Marion, and are noted for their excellent 
work and reliability in all business trans- 
actions. As railroad contraciors they have 
done work for various roads in Kentucky, 
Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, Nebraska, Kansas and the Dakotas, 
and at the present time are completing a 
large contract on the Wabash railroad in 
Ohio, and have done nothing in business 
blocks and residence contracting for many 
vears. 

On the 7th of October, 1890, Charles P. 
Murray married Miss Helen L. Schulze, a 
native of Iowa City, and a daughter of Jo- 
seph Schulze, of that place. They now have 
three children, Inez G., Harold J. and Edith 
M. Mr. and Mrs. Murray are Catholics in 
religious belief and hold member ship in the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception of 
Cedar Rapids. and he also belongs fo Star 
of the West Lodge. No. 1, K. P. In pol- 
‘ties he is a Democrat, but has never cared 
jor political preferment. Through his own 
well-irectedd and energetic efforts he has 
achieved success in the business world and. 
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lias become quite well-to-do,owning consider- 
able residence property in Cedar Rapids and 
timber Jands in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, Omaha city property, and also lowa 
and Minnesota lands. 


~~ 


MICHAEL SNYDER. 


The subject of this review is one of the 
most prosperous farmers, as well as one of 
the most intluential and prominent citizens 
of Linn township, his home being on section 
31. He was born in Alsace, near Weisen- 
herg, Germany, October 3. 
mained at the place of his birth until seven 


pete. wm Per 


years of age, when he came to America with 
his parents, Martin and Barhara (Haas) 
Snyder, who settled in Stark county, Ohio, 
in «841. Throughout life the father fol- 
lowed the occupation of a miller. After re- 
siding in Stark county for same years he 
removed to Ashland county, Ohio, where he 
made his home until called to his final rest 
at the age of sixty-two years. He was a 
prosperous and progressive man of lus day. 
Our subject was only twelve vears of age 
yvshen his mother died at their home in Stark 
county. and the father subsequently married 
again, his second union being with Miss 
Barbara Muchler, by whom he had four sous 
and five daughters, who are still living, and 
three deceased. The oldest of these is Mrs. 
Henry Plattner, of Mt. Vernon, Towa, The 
second wife died in December, 1898, and 
was buried on Christmas day. 

Michael Snyder is the oldest of the seven 
children born of his father’s first marriage, 
the others being Caroline. wife of Jacob 
Schaffer. of Cedar Rapids: Eva, widow ot 
Thomas FEarnhart, of Ligonier, Indiana; 
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Margaret, wife of William lardley, of Wolf 
Lake. Indiana; George, a farmer of Cali- 
fornia; Julia; wife of Andrew Getz, of 
Vallejo, California, who ts a tinner by trade, 
and is now working for the United States 
navy; and Martin, who died in infancy, 
Reared in Stark county, Oluo,, Michael 
Snvder obtained rather a limited education 
in its public schools, but by reading and 
study at home he acquired a good practical 
knowledge of men and affairs. In 1854, at 
the age of twenty vears, he leit the Buckeye 
state and came to Linn county, Lowa, where 
he has since made his home. [or thirteen 
years he was engaged in the sawmill busi- 
ness in Linn township, and then located on 
the farm which he still occupies, having pur- 
chased two hundred acres of partially um- 
proved land on section 31, the same town- 
ship. He erected thereon a confortable and 
commodious residence, large and substantial 
barns and other outbuildings, and has placed 
He has 
added to his landed possessions from time 
fo time until he now has four hundred and 
seventy-eight acres of land, divided into 


the land under excellent cultivation. 


three farms on sections 29, 30 and 31, Linn 
township, and has a good set of tarm build- 
ings on each. [n connection with general 
farming he has engaged in the raising of 
horses. cattle and hogs of a high grade, and 
now has one himndred head of stock upon his 
place. 

On the 3d of June, 1856, in Pioneer 
township, Cedar ‘county, Lowa, Mr. Snyder 
was united in marriage with Miss Martha 
Owens, a native of Armstrong county, Penn- 
sylyvania, and a daughter of Joshua and Eliz- 
abeth (Guthrie) Owens. The mother died 
in that state when Mrs. Snyder was quite 
small. After residing in Pennsylvania tor 
many years Mr. Owens came to Towa if 
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1831, and located in Pioneer township, 
Cedar county, where he made his home until 
his death, which occurred about 1870, when 
he was sixty-four years of age. Mrs. Snyder 
was the oldest of ‘his eight children, of 
whom two sons and four daughters. are still 
living. 

Unto our subject and his wife were born 
(1) Mary Elizabeth, 
born in Linn county, married John Lerette 
and died in May, 1897. She had eight chil- 
dren: Charles E.; Nettie M., wife of Oliver 
Duncan; Clyde; William, deceased; Fred- 
erick: Jav; Martha; and an infant son, de- 
ceased. (2) Maggie C. is the wife of \Wyatt 
Sanborn, 
Jowa, and they had one child, Jay, who died 
in infanev. (3) Joshua M. died at the age 
of fifteen months. (4) George W. died on 
the home farm at the age of twenty-eight 
vears. (5) Sarah Ellen is the wife of James 
Thomas White, who owns and operates a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres in 
Bertram township. this county, and they 
have two children, Harry J. and Roy Thom- 
as. (6) Martha Melissa died at the age 
of three months. (7) Henry N., twin 
brother of Martha Melissa, resides on one 
of his father’s farms in Linn township. He 
married May Simons, of Mt. Vernon, a 
daughter of John L. Simons, and to them 
were born four children: Gracie, deceased ; 
Liovd: Pearl: and Willard. (8) Hattie B. 
died at the age of two months. (g) Joseph 
Franklin married Edith Mason, of Lisbon, 
a daughter of Thomas Mason, and resides 
at home with his parents. They have one 
child, Ruth Fay, born July 6. 1891. (10) 
Jessie May died at the age of nine months. 

Mr. Snyder is a supporter of the Meth- 
Odist church, and always affiliates with the 
Democratic party. He has held nearly all 


ten children, namely : 


B. Cantrall, a retired farmer of 


the township offices at various times with 
credit to himself and to the entire satisfac- 
tion of all concerned. He is now serving 
as president of the Linn Township Mutual 
Insurance Association, which company he 
assisted in Organizing twenty-nine years ago, 
and he has been a «director of the same 
nearly ever since. This company insures 
only farm property aud has done a success- 
ful and extensive business. Mr. Snyder has 
always been found true to every trust re- 
posed in him, whether public or private, 
and well deserves to be classihed among the 
most useful citizens of lis 
adopted county. 


and valued 


—_—=-@-0- > -— 


HENRY F. WALBRAND. 


Henry F. Walbrand, a competent and 
trusted engineer of the Burlington. Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, who has made 
his home in Cedar Rapids since 1879. is a 
native of Iowa, born in Burlington, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1859. His parents, l-rederick 
and Maria (Ruhl) Walbrand, were born, 
reared and married in Germany, where they 
continued to make their home until after 
the birth of their ofdest daughter. {hey 
were educated in the common schools of 
that country, and were in limited circum- 
stances on their emigration to America. It 
was in 1855 that they took passage on a 
sailing vessel and crossed the -\tlantic to 
New Orleans, whence they came up the 
Mississippi river to St. Louts. -Aiter spend- 
ing one year in the latter city they removed 
to Burlington, Iowa, where the father con- 
ducted a grocery store for fitteen years dur- 
ing the latter part of his lite. He died in 
July, 1899, at the age of seventy-two years, 
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but the mother, who was born in 1826, 
still survives him and continues to make 
her home in Burlington. They were pio- 
neer settlers of that place. having located 
there when it was a small town. They 
were devout and faithful members of the 
Evangelical chureh, and always gave lib- 
erally of their means to its suppert. In poli- 
tics the father was a Republican. Of the 
five children born to them two died in in- 
fancy. The others are Christina, widow 
of Willian Woepking, a retired hardware 
merchant of Burlington, who died 1m Igoo: 
Henrv F., our subject; and Anna, wile of 
Charles Krueger, a grocer of Burlington. 
These children were given such educational 
privileges as the parochial schools of the 
Evangelical church afforded. 

Henry F. Walbrand attended 
schools until fourteen years of age, and later 
entered «a business college, where he pur- 
sued his studies for a few months. He then 
accepted a position as clerk in a wholesale 
and retail grocery store, where he remained 
about two years. He next entered the rail- 
road shops of the Chicago. Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad at Beardstown, Hlinois. 
where he was emploved as a mechanic for 
eighteen months, and in the fall of 1877 
went as fireman on the same railroad. Sub- 
sequently he accepted a similar position 
with the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Railroad, and in 1882 was promoted to 
engineer, serving as passenger 
since December, 1893. He has run on near- 
lv all of the divisions on the road. and is 
one of its most reliable emploves. In March, 
TX92. he purchased a home in Cedar Rap- 
ids, but later sold it and bought a fot at 
1416 A avenue, on which he erected a good 
modern residence the same year. 


eneieer 


Mr. Walbrand was united in marriage 


these 


June 13, 1883, with Miss Augusta Woep- 
king, who was born in Burlington in 1859, 
a danghter of Henry and Sophia \Woep- 
king. Her father is now deceased, but her 
mother is still living and continues to make 
her home in Burlington. Airs. Walbrand 
was also educated in the parochial schools 
of that city. She died August 9, 1899, 
leaving four children, namely: Enmuly and 
Blanche, who are attending the high school 
of Cedar Rapids; Arthur, who is also at- 
iending the publie schools of tlus city; and 
Marie. who was born July 4, 1899, and was 
only a month old at the time of tlre death 
of her mother. They constitute an interest- 
ing family, of which any parent ought be 
jitstly proud. 

Mr. Walbrand 1s independeit im poli 
tics, and in his social relations 18 a mem- 
ber of the Ancient Order of Umited \Work- 
men, No. 278, of Cedar Rapids, and the 
Independent Order of Odd Tellows, No. 1. 
of Burlington. He is also a member of 
the Evangelical ‘church of the latter city, 
and is a supporter of those enterprises cal- 
culated to advance the moral or social wel- 
fare of the community ut which he lives. 


a 
JESSE BEECHLEY. 


Among the prosperous and successful 
farmers of Linn township none stand higher 
in public esteem than Jesse Beechley, whose 
home is on section 25, while his farm of four 
hundred and fifty acres is situated on sections 
23. 26, 33 and 36. A native of Pennsylvania, 
he was horn in Somerset county, December 
>. 1822. and is a son of Jacoh K. and Cath- 
erine (Bloucher) DBeechley, also natives of 
that state. Joseph Leechley, our subject's 








JESSE BEECHLEY. 
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paternal grandfather, was a German by birth 
and was four years of age when he came to 
the new world and located in Pennsylvania, 
where he continued to make his home until 
death. The father followed agricultural 
pursuits in that state throughout lite, and 
died at about the age of sixty years, wile 
the mother of our subject was only thirty 
years of age at the time of her death. Of 
the five children born to them Jesse is the 
second in order of birth, and three of the 
number are still living. For his second wite 
the father married Naney Bollen, by whom 
ie had two children. One of these is also 


living, he being Dr. Beechley, of Lincoln, 


Nebraska. After her death the tather mar- 
ried Polly Blough, who still survives him 
and continues to reside in Pennsylvania. He 
had no children by that union. 

On leaving his old home in Pennsylvania 


in 1828. Tesse Beechley removed to Wavne 
* bd # é 


county, Ohio, where he engaged in farnung 
until T850. and then crossed the plains to 
California with mule teams. There he en- 
gaged in prospecting and miming for one 
year, at the end of which time he returned 
te Wayne county, Ohio, and resumed farm- 
ing. In 1853 he came to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, 
and purchased a farm of three hundred and 
sixty-five acres an section 35, Linn township, 
a part of which his son Jesse now occupies. 
There he made for himself a home, tmprov- 
ing the property and putting it under culti- 
vation. In counection with general tarm- 
ing he has also engaged in stock raising with 
marked success, and is to-day one of the 
well-to-do citizens of his community. 

In 1858, in Linn township, Mr. Beechley 
led to the marriage altar Miss Harriet F. 
Craig, a native of Towa, and a daughter of 
Thomas and Catherine (Baker) Craig, who 
were early settlers of Linn county. Her 


father engaged in farming in Franklin town- 
ship, where he died at an advanced age. 
Mrs. Beechley, who was a devoted wife and 
a kind and Joving mother, died in 1861, in 
Pennsylvania, where she had gone for her 
health. By that union our subject had three 
children, namely: (1) Nathaniel K\., who 1s 
engaged in the abstract, real estate and in- 
surance business in Cedar Rapids, wedded 
Mary Woods and they had two cluldren: 
Lorette, who is now attending school in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and one who 
died in infancy unnamed. (2) Thomas C., 
who resides on a part of the home farni and 
has served as town clerk of Linn township, 
and census enumerator in 1900, married 
Angenette Hartshorn, and they have three 
children, Edgar H., Delia Belle and Frank. 
(3) Margaret is the wife of Albert Palmer, 
a farmer and railroad man of Cedar Rapids, 
and they have one child, Catherine. 

Mr. Beechley was again married, in 1863, 
his second union being with Miss Adelia 
Holcomb, a native of Pennsylvania and a 
sister to his present wife. She died on the 
home farm December 28, 1889. at the age. 
of sixty-one years. and was buried at Mt. 
Vernon. She was a devout member of the 
Presbyterian church and a lady of beautiful 
character. She bore our subject two chil- 
dren, but the older, Harriet, died at the age 
of six months. Jesse is mentioned more 
tully below. 

On the 8th of September, 1891. Mr. 
Jeechley was united in marriage with Mrs. 
L. Caroline Goudy, widow of Thomas Goudy 
and daughter of Samuel B. and Maria (Alex- 
ander) Holcomb. Her father was born in 
Massachusetts, but grew to manhood in 
Pennsylvania, and spent the greater part of 
his life in Bradford county, that state, where 
he followed farming. About 1863 he came 
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te lowa, and lived a retired lite in Jones 
county until his death, which occurred in 
October, 1871, when seventy-one 
vears of age. His wife survived fim and 
died in Kansas at the age of eighty years. 
They were the parents of twelve children, 
six of whom are still living. 

For her first husband the present Mrs. 
Beechley married John Kemp, a hotel keeper 
of Towanda, Pennsylvama, wle came to 
Mt. Vernon, lowa, in 1857, and was pro- 
prietor of what was known as the Kemp 
House for atime. He was a prosperous and 
progressive man, who died in Mt. Vernon 
in: 1839, leaving three children, namely : és. 
Louis C. is a prominent attorney of Huron, 
South Dakota, where he has engaged in prac- 
tice for a number of years, and m the jall 
of 1900 was clected THe 
studied Jaw at Mt. Vernon, lowa, and was 
eraduated at the law school in Towa City. 
He married Minnie Burdick. (2) Willtam, 
4 street car conductor of Chicago, married 
Efiie Arnold, of Jones county, Iowa, and 
they have four children, Geneveive, Thomas, 
(3) John A., a traveling 


he was 


county judge. 


Bessie and Zora. 
salesman for the drv goods house of J. V. 
Farwell & Company, of Chicago, marvied 
Ettie Stick, of Vinton, Iowa, and they have 
one son, Daniel. 

Mrs. Beechley was again married, in 
1862, her second union being with Thomas 
Goudy, a native of Olio, who came to lowa 
about 1850 and located in Linn Grove. He 
had previously engaged in milling, but here 
he followed agricultural pursuits, and for 
fourteen vears served as justice of the peace. 
He died at the age of eighty-two vears. By 
this marriage was born one daughter, Mary, 
wife of John G. Edmonds. superintendent 
of the William G. Haskell coal and wood 
yards at Cedar Rapids. They have three 
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children: Hallie, now the wife of Forest 
Daniels, a farmer of \Willow Lake. South 
Dakota: Guy, who is emploved in the ofhce 
of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad at Cedar Rapids; and Flossie, at 
home with her parents. 

Religiously Mr. Beechley 1s a member 
of the German LBaptist church. In polities 
he was first a Whig, but is new a stancli stp- 
porter of the Republican party. and has filled 
the offices of schoul director and road super- 
visor for many vears with credit to himself 
and to the entire satisfaction ot lus con- 
stituents. He is generous and benevolent, 
as well as public spirited. and has advocated 
all enterprises tending 10 advanee the best 
interests of the community in which he 
lives. He has alwavs been a firm friend of 
Cornell College, and vears ago donated an 
eighty-acre tract of land in Jasper county, 
fowa, and five hundred dollars in cash when 
the college was greatly in need of assist- 
ance. The part he has taken in the develop- 
ment of the county has impressed lis name 
indelibly upon its records. and he well de- 
serves mention among the honored early 
settlers and representative citizens of Linn 
township. 

Jesse H. Beechley, son of our subject, 
was horn April 7. 1866, on a part of the 
farm in Linn township which he now oc- 
cupies, and received lis education in the tis- 
trict schools of the township, stipplemented 
by a course in a commercial school at Cedar 
Rapids. He assisted his father in the opera- 
tion of the home place until his marrtage, 
and then purchased the farm. consisting of 
two hundred and fifteen acres on section 35, 
Linn township. Here he has erected a large 
modern residence and made other substantial 
improvements. and is now successfully en- 
eaged in general farming and stock raising. 
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He, too, is a supporter of the Republican 
party; is a Presbyterian in reiigious behet, 
and a member of Washington Camp, No. 
116, M. W. A. On the 16th of December, 
r8X89, in Linn township, he married Miss 
Carrie Hoyt, a native of Jackson county, 
Jowa, and a daughter of -dson and Maria 
(Sleeper) Hoyt. She was quite young when 
her mother died and atterward made her 
Loine with relatives in this state. 


FRANK G. CLARK, A. B. 


Linn county has many able and success- 
firl lawvers who have made for themselves 
an eaviable reputation in their chosen pro- 
tession, to which class belongs the gentle- 
man whose name introduces this review, he 
being the senior member of the well-known 
firm of Clark & Clark. He was born on 
the 17th of April, 1838, in Roxbury, Ver- 
mont. and ig a son of Theophilus F. and 
Mary Jane (Taylor) Clark, who were life- 
long residents of the Green Mountain state. 
In their family were six children, of whom 
four are still living. 

Mr. Clark obtained his early education 


in the public schools of his native state, 


and later was graduated from Middlebury 
College. In 1862, during the dark days of 
the Civil war, he entered the service of his 
country as second heutenant of Company 
G, Sixteenth Vermont Volunteer Infantry, 
and subsequently was made first lieutenant 
of Company J, the same regiment. Upon 
the expiration of his term of enlistment he 
re-enlisted. January 1. 1865. and remained 
in the service until the cessation of hostili- 
ties, when he was honorably discharged. 


On his return from the army Alr, Clark 
took up the study of law. In 1867 he re- 
moved to Belle Plaine, Benton county, 
Towa, where he engaged in the practice of 
lis profession for eight vears, and also rep- 
resented the county in the state legislature 
in 1872 and 1873. He came to Cedar Rap- 
ids in 1876, and has since engaged in the 
practice of Jaw at this place in connection 
with the real estate business. He has been 
remarkably successful, and stands high at 
the bar of Linn county. 

In 1865 Mr. Clark married Miss Har- 
riet Newton, also a native of Vermont, and 
a daughter of David and Sarah (Newton) 
Newton. By this union were born six chil- 
dren; namely: Charles Newton, who died 
in childhood; Maud, wife of Rey. John R. 
Henderson, of South Dakota; Charles Fran- 
cis, who is mentioned below; Paul Newton, 
who was born in Belle Plaine in 1876, and 
is a graduate of Coe College, Cedar Kap- 
ids; David Flagg. now a member of the 
senior class at Middlebury College; and 
Robert Lane, who is attending the high 
school of Cedar Rapils. The mother of 
these children died in 1892, and four years 
later Mr. Clark wedded Miss Mary Vir- 
ginia Loy, a daughter of Dr. Jacob Loy 
and Sarah Loy, residents of Cedar Rapids. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Clark are members 
of the First Congregational church of Ce- 
dar Rapids, and he is also connected with 
the Grand Army of the Republic and the 
Loyal Legion of Iowa. As a Republican 
he takes quite an active interest in political 
affairs, and never wavers in his allegiance 
to the party. In all the relations of life he 
has proved himself an earnest, honest. up- 
right man, and a loyal citizen of whom 


any community might be justly proud, 
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Charles Francis Clark, the oldest sur- 
viving son of our subject, and the junior 
member of the firm of Clark & Clark, was 
born in Belle Plaine, Benton county, Iowa, 
August 13, 1871, and came to Cedar Rap- 
ids with his parents in the fall of 1876. 
He attended the public schools of this city 
and Coe College, graduating trom the lat- 
ter institution in I8g1, at the age of mine- 
teen years, as valedictorian of lus class. He 
then commenced the study of law with huis 
father, and later entered the law department 
of the State University of Iowa, where he 
was graduated in 1894. Since then he has 
engaged in practice in partnership with his 
father under the firm name of Clark & 
Clark. 

On the 29th of November, 1900, Charles 
F. Clark was united in marriage with Miss 
Elizabeth Besler, a daughter of Henry and 
Anna (Kuen) Besler, of Cedar Rapids, 
where her father is actively engaged in busi- 
ness as a contractor. In his family are five 
Mrs. Clark was born 
in Cedar Rapids, and is also a graduate of 
Coe College. 

In his social relations Mr. Clark is a 
member of Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 98, 
He 
is also past captain and a charter member 
of Camp J. H. Rothrock, Sons of Veterans, 
and a charter member of the college frater- 
nities: Sigma Phi Chapter of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa; and the Phi Delta Pin, a law 
fraternity. The Republican party has al- 
wavs found in him a stanch supporter of 
its principles, and he has taken a very prom- 
inent and influential part in political affairs, 
serving as chairman of the city Republican 
central committee during the campaigns of 
1895 and 1896; secretary of the Linn coun- 
ty Republican central committee three years, 


children, all living. 


IX. P., of which he is past chancellor. 


and during the last two years has been 
chairman of the latter, which important po- 


sition he still holds. 





JESSE H. HOLMAN. 


Among the early settlers and honored 
citizens of Linn county was Jesse H. Hol- 
man, who died in Alt. Vernon in April, 1864. 
lJe was born in Rentueky in 1808, and was 
there reared and edueated. \When a young 
man he went to Indiana, where he made lis 
home for some years. He was married in 
Wayne county, that state, in 1842, to Miss 
Sarah Julian, a native of that county, and 
the same vear they came to Lowa, Jocating at 
Sugar Grove. near Mt. Vernon, Lin county, 
where Mr, Holman secured a claim consist- 
ing of three hundred and twenty acres, a 
very little of which had been improved. To 
the further development and cultivation of 
his land he at once turned his attention. and 
was successfully engaged in farming for five 
years. His first home here was a log house, 
in which the family lived while he broke 
and improved his farm of three hundred and 
twenty acres. He set out orchards with 


apple and other fruit trees which he judged 


would thrive here, and he also planted a wal- 
nut grove, which afterward became noted as 
a most beautiful feature in the Jandscape. 

fecoming tired of agricultural pursuits 
at the end of five vears, Mr. Holman re- 
moved to Mt. Vernon and commenced lJearn- 
ing the tinner’s trade, to which occupation 
he devoted the greater part of his after life. 
He carried on a hardware establishment tor 
about five years, and on disposing of that he 
engaged in clerking in the dry goods store 
of H. B. Albright, where he was employed 
at the time ot his death. 


—_— 


—— Soll een Sale contested 


Mrs. Tielman still survives her husband 
and continues to reside in Mt. Vernon, where 
she has a pleasant home. Oi their five ehul- 
dren only the voungest, Adeline, 1s now liv- 
ing, she being a teacher in the pubhe schools 
of Mt. Vernon. She is the widow of Nathan 
Griffin and has three children, Jolin, George 
and Jesse. The other members of the Hol- 
man family were William J., John, Isaac 
and Rebecca. The oldest sou, William J., 
was for many years a prominent physician 
of Cedar Rapids. He was born in Mt. Ver- 
non August 17, 1848, and was educated at 
Cornell College. On the 14th of February, 
1865, he entered the navy, and was in the 
service for four years. In early life he 
worked at the blacksmith’s trade for four 
years, then engaged in teaching, and later 
took up the study of medicine. receiving a 
diploma from the medical department of the 
State University at Iowa City. He com- 
enced the practice of lus profession in 1873 
and devoted the remainder of lis life to the 
same. He married Laura A. McCorkle, and 
lc them were born two children, Georgie M. 
and Edgar W. 

Mr. Holman was an active and = con- 
sistent member of the Methodist church, and 
served as class leader for many years. He 
Was an honest, upright mau, who was greatly 
respected by all who knew him. 





JOHN H. FITZGERALD: 


John H. Fitzgerald, who is familiarly 
known as “Uncle Henry” by his numerous 
friends, has heen a resident of this county 
tor over half a century, and has been promi- 
nently identified with its industrial inter- 
ests as a blacksmith of Center Point. He 


Was born in Calloway county, Kentucky, 
2) : | 
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April 6, 1823, and is a son of Davis Fitz- 
gerald, who was born in Georgia 1m 1795. 
His paternal grandiather, George Titzger- 
ald, was also a native of Georgia, where his 
ancestors located at an early day, the home 
of the family being near Augusta. About 
1820 he removed to Kentucky, and after 
spending a short time in Hopkins county, 
located in Calloway county, becoming one 
of its original settlers. While living in lus 
native state Davis Fitzgerald joined the 
regular army and was in the service about 
five years, taking part in the Indian wars 
in Florida under command of General Jack- 
son. On the expiration of that period he 
joined his father in Hopkins county, Ken- 
tucky, and later removed to Calloway coun- 
ty. In the former place he married Nellie 
Henry, a native of Hopkins county, and 
they became the parents of thirteen children, 
nine sons and four daughters, all of whom 
reached years of maturity, and eleven are 
still living, our subject being the oldest ot 
the family. The father cleared and im- 
proved a farm in Calloway county, Ken- 
tucky, where four of lus children were born, 
and then removed to White county, Illinois, 
which was the birthplace of the other chil- 
dren. le spent twenty-three years in tHat 
locality, and opened up two farms.- dn 1852 
he came to Linn county, Iowa, and located 
on a farm, making it his home throughout 
the remainder of his life. He died in 1884, 
at the advanced age of eighty-nine years, 
having long survived Jus wife, who passed 
away in 1864. 

The subject of this sketch was reared 
on a farm in White county, Ilinois, and 
continued his residence there until October, 
1850, when he came to Linn county, Iowa. 
Iiere he established a general blacksiitlr 
and repair shop on the river, having pre+ 
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viously learned both the w agonmaker's and 
blacksmith’s trades. At the end of a Yer 
he disposed of his interests in this county 
and removed to Benton county, where he 
conducted a shop for hve and spent 
some time at Urbana. Returning to Linn 
county in 1861, he made a per manent !oca- 


years, 


tion at Center Point, and has now carried 
on a blacksmith 
place for forty years, being one of the old- 
est business men of the town, as well as one 


and repair shop at that 


of the most reliable and conscientions ¢citi- 
yes. He has met with fair sticcess ny hs 
business ventures, and now owns a goad 
home in Center Point and a farm in Wash- 
ington township, w hich is operated by his 
twe younger sons, W hile he gives his entire 
attention to work at lis trade. 

\t Center Point. on the 5th of May, 
i861, Alr. 


riage with 


Fitzgerald was united i mar- 
Mrs. Williams. a 
daughter of Francis and Elizabeth (Will- 
ins Phill, 
and from that state removed to VW ar- 


Sarah fe. 


who were natives of New Jer- 
sey, 
ren county, Ohio, where Mrs. Vitzgerald 
born. Lhe 


moved to Fulton county, Illinois, where she 


was family subsequently re- 
erew tO W -omanheed and gave her hand m 
marriage to Dr. Jacob Williams in TS48, 
ail the same year they came to Linn county, 
The Doe- 
tor was one of the pioneer physicians of 
this locality, and 
throughout this section of the state until 
his death, which occurred in 1854. He left 


who is still living, Sarah, now 


— Jocating in Center Point. 


engaged in practice 


one daugiiter, 
the wife of James Fairbanks, a photographer 
of Center Point. By a 
our subject had seven children, namely: 


former marriage 


Jenjamin, who is marriet| and resides im 
Crawiford county, 
dent of Muscatine, Iowa; 


Thomas, 


Willian ; 


Kansas; + resi- 


Nelhe, 
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wife of Harry Pill; and 
Martha. He has two sons by the second 
Alfred and Elias, who operate his 
farm in Washington township. The for- 
Mr. Fitzgerald has thirty- 
one grandchildren aid seven great-grand- 


Robert; George; 
Lmn1011, 
mer is married. 


children, while his wife has six gramdehil- 
dren and five great-grandchildren, 
In his political views Mr. Fitzgerald 15 
a Jeffersonian Democrat, and has always 
but 
He has 
served, however, as mayor of Center Point, 


-_ a stanech supporter of his party, 


lits never cared tor ollicial honors. 


and was elected justice of the peace, but 
refused to qualify. He has heen a ment 
ber of the Masonic fraternity since 1857, 
and his life has ever been in harmony with 


He 1s 


well known throughout the northern part 


the teachings of that anctent order. 


of the county, and is held in the highest e5- 
teem by his fellow citizens. 


ELMER D. NILAL. 


During his entire lite this gentleman 
has been a resident of Linn tow nship, and 
ig to-day numbered among its most highly 
esteemed citizens. He was born on lns 
father’s farm, May 4, 1850, Is parents le- 
ing Chaney and Jane (Clark) Neal. His 
father was born in Erie county, New York, 
on the Sth of June. 1821, and was a sou of 
fra and Eunice (Chase) Neal, natives ol 
Massachusetts, who after their marriage lo 
New York state, on what 
knewn as the Holland purchase, and late 
removed to Lorain county, Olno. Ther 
Ira Neal died in 1834, and m 1848 hn 
Towa, making 
her home in Maine township until her death 


cated in was 


wite came to Linn county, 


a ES _§ 
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Thev had five children, Arvilla, Chaney, 
Elurace, Rosanna and Ira. 

Chaney Neal received a fair common- 
school education, and remamed with his 
mother in Lorain county, Olio, until No- 
venber, 1839, when he started overland tor 
Linn county, Iowa, arriving here in Decem- 
ber. On landing in this state he found 
that lus cash capital consisted of only twen- 
ty-five cents, but he soon obtained work on 
a farm in Linn townslup at twelve dollars 
per month. He continued Ins residence 
here throughout the remainder of Ins life 
with the exception of one year spent in 
Durlington, Lowa, and another in Jo Da- 
viess county, Ihnois, where he learned ‘the 
wagoumaker'’s trade, but he never followed 
Il to ay extent, the greater part of his lite 
heiny devoted to farming. He died upon his 
farm on section 16, Linn township, Feb- 
ruary 24, 1887, having six years previously 
retired from active labor. Tis remains were 
itérred in the Mt. Zion cemetery. He 
accumulated considerable property, which 
he divided among his children, who still 
reside on the same, and he retained only 
ity weres for himself. He was a benevo- 
lent and generous man, and was honored 
by his fellow citizens with nearly all of the 
township offices. In polities he was a Dem- 
gerat. 

In Franklin township, this county, Jan- 
wiry 27, 1846, Chaney Neal married Miss 
Jane Clark. who was born in Lorain county. 
Ohio. September 8, 1826. a daughter of 
Oliver and Electa (Wilcox) Clark. whose 
biography is given in connection with that 
ot Oliver Clark on another page of this vol- 
ume. Ars. Neal survived her husband for 
some years, and continued to reside with 
her daughter on the old homestead in Linn 
township. She died December 17, 1890, 


at the age of sixty-two vears, three months 
and fourteen davs, while visiting at the 
home of her son Henry in Linn township. 
She was laid to rest by the side of her hus- 
band in the Mt. Zion cemetery. They were 
the parents of four children: lra, born in 
Linn township, died at the age of cighiteen 
months; Elmer D., our subject, is next in 
order of birth; Mary is the wile of -\ndrew 
Reid, a farmer of Linn township; and Hen- 
ry married Minne J. Leigh, and is also en- 
gaged in farming in Linn townsliup. 

During lus bovhood Elmer D. Neal pur- 
sued his studies in a primrive log school 
house, so conmmon on the frontier, and he 
remained under the parental rvof until he 
had attained his majority. He subsequently 
envaged in farming on land rented of his 
father for two vears, and in the spring ot 
1874 removed to his present farm on sec- 
tion 33.-Linn township, where he has three 
hundred and twenty-five acres of land un- 
der a high state of cultivation and well im- 
proved with good buildings, including a 
pleasant residence and a commodious barn. 
He also owns one hundred and twenty acres 
on sections 29 and 32, Linn townslup, and 
one hundred and seven acres of land in 
Franklin township, and as a farmer and 
stock raiser he is meeting with excellent 
success. He also is interested extensively 
in town property mn Lisbon. 

Mr. Neal was married in Linn township 
January 4, 1874. to Miss Amanda E. Hoo- 
ver, who was born in Lisbon, November 
16, 1832. a daughter of Benjamin and Sarah 
(Iressler) Hoover. Her father was born 
in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, April 17. 
1827. and was a son of Michael and Mary 
(Hershey) Hoover, the former of whom 
was born in the same county, July 4. 1803, 
the latter in Laneaster county, Pennsylva- 


gio 








nia, October 3. 1803. Mrs. Neal's paternal 
great-grandparents were George and Su- 
sania (Ryder) Hoover, also natives of the 
Keystone state. as was also the iormer’s 
father, Michael Hoover. The family is of 
German origin, and was founded tn Penn- 
sylvania at a very early day in the history 
Mrs. Neal's grandfather 
remained a resident of his native state until 
1847, when he came to Lowa in search of a 


of the country. 


suitable location, and fAnaliy purchased a 
tract of land in Linn county, now included in 
the village of Lisbon, wich was then called 
Yankee Grove. After obtaining the title 
to the same he returned to Burlington for 
his family. In 1850 he assisted J. EE. Kyasete 
in laying out the town, but continued to en- 
cage in farming for five years thereafter. 
He then built a house in town and lived re- 
tired until his death, which occurred De- 
cember 24, 1888. His wife died May 15, 
1877. She was a daughter of Christian and 
Elizabeth (\Wiamby) Hershey. Benjanun 
Hoover, the father of Mrs. Neal, Wwas twen- 
ty years of age when he came with the 
family ta Lisbon, and he remained under 
the parental roof unui he was married, in 
August, 1849, to Miss Sarah Aim Bress- 
ler, who was born in Cumbertand county, 
Pennsylvania, August 16, 1629, a daughter 
of George and Relecca (Carlin) Bressler, 
also natives of Pennsylvania. For two years 
aiter bis marriage Benjamin Hoover lived 
ona portion of his father's farm, and then 
huilt a large house in Lisbon, which was 
fitted up as a hotel, and occupied the same 
for the following two years. On disposing 
of that property he removed to Muscatine, 
where he engaged in the commission Inusi- 
ness one year, handling grain and produce. 
The following five years were spent in Lis- 
hon, and at the end of that time he resumed 
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1882 he 
purchased a tract of forty acres, a part of 
which was in the village of Lisbon, and 
made his home there until his death, which 
occurred February 1. 1897. The last fif- 
teen vears of lis life were spent in retire- 
ment from active labor. 


farming in| Linn township. In 


During his resi- 
dence in Lisbon he served as a member ol 
the city council several terms with credit 
to himself and to the city, and was a man 
highly respected and esteemed bv all who. 
knew him. Both he and his. wife held menm- 
bership in the Methodist Episcopal churclt. 
She died in Lisbon April 10, 1896, and was 
buried in the cemetery at that place. She 
wis a noble Christian woman, a loving wile 
and affectionate mother, and a kind neigh- 
bor. The children born to Mr. and Afrs. 
Hoover were Amanda. wife of our subject ;. 
Elizabeth E., wife of Robert Oxley, of Ma- 
rion township; Christian 1.., who died at the 
age of two years; and Mary C., who died 
at the age of six years and two months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neal have a family of four 
children, all born in Linn townslup, name- 
ly: Edgar D. obtained his early education 
in the district schools of Linn township, 
and attended Cornell College four years, 
On the 5th 
of December, 1900, he married Rhoda R. 
Lacock, a daughter of Joab Lacock, late ol 
Linn township, and he is now engaged in 
general farming on one of lus father’s 
places. Bert H. was educated at Cornell. 
College, and is now at home, while Benja- 
min C. and Mabel A. are still attending 
that college. 


taking a commercial course. 


By his ballot Mr. Neal always supports 
the men and measures of the Democratic 
party, and has always taken an active anil 
commendable interest in local polities, hav- 
ing served as town clerk and assessor ot 





BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 4il 


Lint township for several terms. He 1s 
one of the leading men of his community, 
and wherever known he is held am high 


regard. 


MARTIN GILCHRIST. 


Martin Gilchrist, deceased, was promi- 
nently identified with the agricultural inter- 
ests of Linn county for almost thirty years, 
and became one of the most prosperous and 
influential citizens of Grant township. Te 
was born in Canada West, April 30, 1833. 
and was a son of Daniel and Elizabeth 
(Schoonmaker) Gilchrist, both natives ot 
New York state. The father was born 
Mav 26, 1800, and died in December, 1873, 
and the mother was born in 1805, and died 
in 1882, while on a visit to her sons in 
Iowa. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, namely: Corydon, George, Martin, 
Elinore, Abigail, Warren, Charles and 
Laer 

About 1838 the family removed to De 
Kalb county, Illinois, where Martin Gil- 
christ grew to manhood upon his father's 
farm. and when his services were not need- 
éd at home he attended the district schools 
of the neighborhood. With the hope ot 
bettering lis financial condition in the west, 
he went to Colorado in 1&9 and engaged 
In uuining for a time, but at first was un- 
successful in that venture, and was frequent- 
iy found without a penny. He would then 
work at anything which he could find to 
do until he was able to buy another stock 


of provisions, when he would resume pros- 


pecting, He at length met with success in 
his mining operations, and by the year 1868 
had accumulated enough capital to buy a 
geod farm. Coming to Linn county, Iowa, 





he purchased two hundred acres of land on 
section 18, Grant township, and to the cul- 
tivation and improvement of that farm he 
devoted his energies throughout life. Be- 
ing a man of keen discrimination, sound 
judgment and untiring industry, he steadi- 
ly prospered, and at the time of his death 
owned four hundred acres of rich and ara- 
ble laud in Grant township, this county, be- 
sides two hundred and twenty acres in Ben- 
ton county, Iowa, and eight hundred acres 
in Dakota, all of which property was ac- 
quired through his own unaided efforts, In 
connection with general farming he also 
carried on stock raising, making a specialty 
of the breeding of Shorthorn cattle. 

On the 8th of March, 1870, Mr. Gil- 
christ was united in marriage with Miss 
Sarah A. Leonard, who was bern in New 
Jersey, June 17, 1843, a daughter of Charles 
and Mary (Duckworth) Leonard, both na- 
tives of New Jersey. Her tather came to 
Linn county, Iowa, at an early day and set- 
tled in Grant township. The father died 
in 1864, the mother in 1875. Their chil- 
dren were George E.. Elizabeth, Mary C., 
Sophia, Melissa, John, Sarah A., Rebecca 
M., Hannah M. and two who died in in- 
fancy. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gilchrist were born 
five children, namely: Elizabeth, at home 
with her mother; Mary, wife of Gifford 
Bice, of Grant township; Warren, who 1s 
taking a classical course at the college in 
Vinton, Iowa; Charles, who married Eunice 
Hudson, a daughter of Henry Hudson, and 
lives in Benton county, Iowa; and George. 
at home. 

Mr. Gilchrist died April 5, 1897, hon- 
ored aud respected by all who knew him, 
and was laid to rest in Davis cemetery, 
Grant township. Politically he was a 


At2 
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stanch supporter of the Republican party 
{rom its organization, and he ably filled the 
offices of school director and township as- 
sessor. He was a straightforward, reliable 
business man, and in all the relations of 
life was found true to every trust reposed 
in him. so that he well merited the conh- 
deuce and esteem so freely accorded lim 
by his fellow citizens. Since his death his 
wife has earvied on the home farm with the 
dis- 


plaved excellent business ability in its man- 


assistance of her ehildren, and has 


agement. She is a most estimable lady and 
has a host of warm friends throughout 
the county. 


———__—_—_—_~§-6- 9 ——__————_ 


WiILLLAM HL GARD. 


The subject of this review was for many 
years one Of the most industrious, ¢nter- 
prising and progressive farmers of Linn 
county, but he is new practically living a re- 
tired life at his pleasant home, Nu. 416 
He was born 
in Preble county, Ohio, June 22. 1840, and 
comes of a very patriotic and loyal family, 


Sixth avenue, Cedar Rapids. 


the father and four sons having fought for 
the Union during the war of the Rebellion, 
jour of the sous being members of Crock- 
ers Iowa Brigade; three being in| Com- 
Eleventh In- 
fantry, and one in’ the Fifteenth Kegi- 


pany I, lowa Volunteer 
ment, Jowa Volunteer Infantry, and the 
father was in the Thirty-seventh Lowa 
Volunteer Iniantry, known as the “Gray 
Beards.” 

Levi Gard, our subject's paternal grail 
father, was one of the first settlers of Preble 
county, Ohio, and in the midst of the wil- 
derness cleared and improved a farm. Fle 
Pnelians, 


had severnl encounters with the 


and each night he had to fasten his horse 


fo the hotise with a chain and padlock to 
keep the red men irom stealing it. Amid 
such frontier scenes William Gard, the fa- 
ther of our subject, was born and reared, 
and on reaching manhood he married Miss 
Chloe Shamley, a native of North Carolina, 
and a daughter of Richard Shamley, who 
was also one of the early settlers of Preble 
county, Ohio. 
to Delaware 


In 1830 Mr. Gard removed 


county, Indiana, where he 
opened up a farm, making lis heme there 
The follow- 


ing ten years were. passed in Nluscatine 


until coming to Lowa im 1857. 


county. where he continued to engage nh 
farming, and at the end of that tune he 
joined our subject in Linn county, where 
he purchased a farm, making it lis home 
throughout the remainder of his lite. AS 
previously stated, he entered the Service ol 
his country during the Civil war, being a 
member of the Gray Beard regiment untl 
discharged for disabiliu. 

The subject of this sketch was about 
eighteen years of age when he accompanied 
the family on their removal to Aluscatine 
county, Iewa, where he remained with his 
Jather until after the Civil war broke out. 
In October, 1861, he enlsted in Company 
I, Eleventh lowa Volunteer Infantry, whieh 
was assigned to the \rmy of the Tennes- 
see, and at Shiloh—the first battle in whieh 
the regiment took part—he received a gun- 
shot wound in the left shoulder, which per- 
manently disabled him, and he was seut 
home. He was ill for some time, and was 
finally discharged in October, 1862. 

After his recovery Mr. Gard engaged 
in farming in Museatine county until the 
fall of 1864, when he came to Linn county 
and purchased eighty acres of wild prairie 
the follawing 
Later he added to it a tract of 


land. on whieh he Jocated 
sprig. 


Sr cs 


= eee 


forty agres, and continued the cultivation 
and improvement of that property until 
1877, when he traded the property for six 
hundred and forty acres in Plymouth coun- 
three 


ty. He made lis home there tor 


years, during which tune he broke one hun- 
dred and five acres of the Jand and erected 
He owned 


operated a farm of one hundred and stxty 


buildings thereon. NeXt! and 
acres near Marengo, lowa county, tor two 
years, and on disposing of that property 
he returned to Linn county and Jocated in 
Spring Grove township, where he owned a 
valuable and highly improved farm of two 
He continued the 
operation of that place until 1888, when he 


Jumered and sixty acres. 


removed to Cedar Rapids and bought the 
property on which he still resides. He now 
owns three goad residences in’ the city. 
Since locating here he has engaged in con- 
tract work for the city, owning several 
On start- 
ing out in life for himself he was without 


teams and employing workmen. 


means, but with the assistance of his esti- 
mable wife. he has, through his untiring 1- 
dustry and capable management, acquired 
a comlartable competence, which now en- 
ables hint to retire from active labor. 

At the court house in Tipton, lowa, De- 
cember 18, 1862. Mr. Gard married Miss 
Rhoda R, Johnson, who was bern in [ul- 
ton county, Indiana, and was a child of four 
years when brought to Jowa by her father, 
Friend Johnson, one of the early settlers of 
Muscatine and Cedar counties, where she 
was reared. Three children blessed this 
union, namely: Alda Drusilla, now the wife 
of Alhert Jeffrey, a farmer of Linn county, 
Ke. G.. who owns and operates a mill, creain- 
ery and hardware store at Trev Mills, Iowa, 
and Martha R., wife of Frank P. Burns, 
of Cedar Rapids. 
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Politically Mr. Gard is a stanch sup- 
porter of the Republican party, and has 
never failed to support the presidential can- 
didates of that party since casting his first 
vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1864, always 
voting the straight ticket. While living on 
the farm he was a member of the school 
board for some years, and did all in lis 
power to promote the interests of the schools 
teachers. Ile also 
filled the office of highway conunissioner 
for some time, and was prominently identi- 


and secure competent 


fied with those interests which he believed 
calculated to prove of public benefit, Wher- 
ever known he is held in high regard and 


host of friends throughout Linn 


has a 
county. 


JONUN LEWIS. 


The subject of this sketch is one ofthe 
most enterprising and successful farmers uid 
stock raisers of the western part of the 
county, and is now operating three hundred 
and fifty acres constituung a part of the 
old homestead on section 32, Fayette town- 
ship. He is a native of this county, horn 
on the Cedar river bottom, Marel 25. 1888. 
and is a son of Thomas ancl Mary (White) 
Lewis, The father was born on the 2d of 
September, 1809, in Greene county, Penn- 
svlvania, his parents being Levi and Sarah 
(Carroll) Lewis, both natives of Maryland. 
‘The former, who was born in 1770. came 
to Towa in 1839, and died here in 1833. 
He was a son of John Lewis, who served 
ander General Washington in the Revolu- 
tionary war, and was a pioneer of Nlary- 
land. He was of Welsh descent. 

Thomas Lewis, the father of our sub- 
ject, was the sixth im order of lirth in a 
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family of eight children. At an early day 
he removed to Ohio, and in 1839 came to 
Linn county, Jowa, with the family, lo- 
cating on the Cedar river bottom, where 
they entered several hundred acres of land, 
purchasing the same when it came into mar- 
ket. 
a tract of four hundred acres, and continued 
its cultivation until r8go0, when he removed 
to Palo, and has since lived a retired life, 
enjoying the ifrwts of former toil, sur- 
rounded by kindred and friends who esteem 
He has 
been twice married, his first wife being Eliza- 
heth Davis, who was born tn Virgiia in 
1815, and died in Jowa August 10, 1854, 
leaving four children. 


Thomas Lewis owned and operated 


him lighly for hts genuine worth. 


Subsequently he 
wedded Aliss Alary Wluite, who was born 
in Carroll county, Olno, in r&26, and to 
them were born six children, namely: Na- 
than, Jolin, William, Angeline, Thomas C. 
and Mary FE. . 

John Lewis passed the days of his bov- 
hood and youth on the home tarm, and ac- 
quired his education in the neighboring 
schools. 
ber 10, 1885, to Miss Sadie Rawson, a na- 
tive of Clinton county, Iowa, and a daugh- 
ter ot W. O. Rawson, who is now a resi- 
dent of Covington, Jowa. She was reared 
In Linn county, and by her marriage las 
hecome the mother of one son. Jra, who is 
now attending the home school. 

After his marriage Mr. Lewis took 


He was married at Palo, Septem- 


charge of the home farm, but in 1887 re- 
moved to Palo, where he was engaged in 
merchandising for about six years in part- 
nership with his father-in-law, under the 
Arm name of Rawson & Lew:s. In 1893. 
however, he returned to the farm, and has 
since engaged in general farming and stock: 
raising with marked success, feeding and 


shipping from one to two car-loads of cat- 
tle and a large number of hogs annually. 

Mr. Lewis has been a life-long Repub- 
lean, having supported that party since he 
cast his first presidential vote for James A. 
Garheld. He has taken quite an active and 
infuential part in local politics, and has 
been called upon to serve lus fellow citizens 
as justice of the peace one term; townsliup 
trustee two terms: and a member of the 
school board some time. Although not a 
rember of any religious denomination, he 
attends the Methodist Episcopal church with 
who holds 
same, and he gives lis support to all enter- 
prises calculated to advance the moral, in- 
tellectual, social and material welfare of his 
township and county. 


his wife, membership in the 





JOHN E. AT\WOOD. 


Through a long and busy career as a 
farmer and blacksmith Jolin Ic. Atwood 
steadily prospered, and now in his declin- 
ing years is able to lay aside all business 
cares and enjoy the comfortable competence 
which he has secured. He has a pleasant 
home in Spring Grove township, near the 
village of Troy Mills, where he is  sur- 
rounded by all the comforts and manv of 
the luxuries of life. 

Mr. Atwood was born October 20, 1829, 
in England, of which country his parents, 
elmer and Mary (Whittam) Atwood, 
were also natives. In 1844 the family 
crossed ‘the ocean and took up their residence 
in New York state, where the father worked 
at lis trade as a blacksmith until 1857, when 
he came to Linn county, Iowa, and pur- 
chased forty acres of 


unbroken land in 








J. E. ATWOOD. 





MRS. J. E. ATWOOD. 


* 
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Spring Grove township, which he placed 
under cultivation and improved with good 
buildings. He made his home thereon un- 
til his death, which occurred in 1878, when 
he was seventv-eight years of age. His wife 
diel in 1875 at the age of eighty-eight 
years, and the remains of both were interred 
in the Trov Mills cemetery. They were 
the parents of five children, but our subject 
is the only one now living. 

John E. Atwood came to the new world 
with his parents, and in 1857 accom- 
panied them on their removal to this cotun- 
tv. Locating in Spring Grove township he 
erected one of the first blacksnath shops in 
this section of the county and successfully 
carried on the same for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. He was a thorough and skilled work- 
man, and few could excel him. His first 
purchase of land consisted of a wild tract 
of forty acres, to which he added as his 
Anancial resources pernutted until he now 
owns three hundred and sixty acres of very 
productive and well improved land, which 
was put under cultivation by his own hard 
labor. In 1878 he started the first cream- 
ery in his locality, but after conducting it 
for one vear he sold out. For the past 
iwelve years he has practically lived retired 
from active labor, and is enjoving a well- 
earned rest. 

On the 8th of April, t860, Mr. Atwood 
married Miss Harriet A. Buckingham, a 
native of Illinois, by whom he had five chil- 
dren, George E., Maria Jane, Mary Ann, 
John FE. and Charles Ifenry. The wife and 
mother died in 1873, and was laid to rest 
in the Troy Grove cemetery. Mr. Atwood 
Was again married October 22, 1876, lus 
second union being with Miss Jane Fitts, 
who was born in New York, her parents be- 
ing Isaac and Sophia (Spencer) Fitts, na- 





tives of Massachusetts and New York, re- 
spectively. She was the second in order of 
hirth in their family of eight cluldren, tour 
of whom are still living. By trade her ta- 
ther was a brick mason. 

In politics Mr. Atwood is independent, 
preferring not to be bound by party ties, 
but voting for the men best qualited tor 
office. He has served his fellow citizens as 
road supervisor and school director in a 
inost capable manner, and has always taken 
an active interest in public affairs. In his 
social relations he is a member of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge at Walker, and the Odd fel- 
lows Lodge and the Rebekah branch of that 
order at Troy Mills. He and his wiie also 
belong to the Old Settlers Society of Iowa 
and are people of the highest respectability. 
In business affairs Mr. Atwood has always 
been straightforward and reliable. and 1s 
justly deserving the prosperity that has 
coine to him as it is due entirely to Ins own 
well-directed and energetic efforts. 


i i 


WILLIAM COLYER. 


Fer over a quarter of a century the sub- 
ject of this sketch was actively identifed 
with the agricultural interests of Linn town- 
ship, and became the owner of a well-111- 
proved and valuable farm on section 26, 
Grant township. He was born December 
13, 1840, in Pennsylvania, of which state 
his parents, Isaac and Elizabeth Col ver, 
were life-long residents, In their family 
were eleven children, seven of whom are still 
living. 

William Colver was educated in the cam- 
mon schools of his native state, and re- 
mained there until twenty-four years ol age, 
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There he worked 
shop for a tine, 
and in 1869 came to Linn county, Iowa, lo- 
cating first near Lishon, 


when he went to Indiana. 
on a farm and in a buteher 


where he engaged 
in farming upon rented land for aie years. 
At the end of that time he removed to 
Grant township and purchased a farm of 
two hundred and forty acres on section 26, 
and to its further improvement and cultiva- 
tion devoted the remainder of his life. He 
remodeled and enlarged both the dwelliug 
and barn. 

On the 8th of January. 1867, Mr. Colyer 
married Miss Emma Collins, who was born 
in Indiana, September 20. 1842, and is a 


daughter of Isaac and Nancy (Cuppy) 
Collins. also natives of that state. where 


they continued to make thei home until 
death. She is the third in order of }irth 
in a family of six children, the others bemg 
James, who died in the Civil war; John. who 
died in Libhy prison during Ins service in 
the same struggle: Martha, who married 
Fred Banty in California; Mal- 
vina, wife of Lee Handley, who lives near 
Carroll. Iowa; and [clla, Alvah 
Hayden, of Indiana. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 


Colyer, namely: (7) Charles Clinton, an 


and ced 


wite oat 


engineer by occupation, married Nettie 
Boynton. of Danville, Ilinois, where they 


reside, and they have three children, Mahei 
Elizabeth, Burton William and an infant 
son. (2) Frank Lee, a farmer of Wash- 
ington township, married Gertrude Hollen- 
heck, of Center Point. 
harn to them are 


The two children 
(3) Grace 


na farmer ot 


beth deceased. 
E. is the wife of Henry Jones. 
Grant township. and they have three clil- 
Willard, Edith and Iva. (4) Nettie 
May is the wife of Arthur Sisan, a farmer 
of Scott county, Kansas, and they have three 


dren, 


—— 
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children, Alta Ruth 
infant daughter. 


Pearl esther and an 


Mr. Colyer was a Republican, but never 
aspired to oltice, thongh he creditably served 
as school director in his district and gave his 
support to all worthy enterprises ex fechnsea 
to prove of public benelit. He was public- 
spirited and progressive, and was ree ognized 
as a valued citizen in the community where 
he made his home. He died on the 17th ot 
April, 1895, honored and respected by all 
who knew hin, 
Walker cemetery. 

After 


was divided, each of the children receiving 


and was laid to rest in the 


the death of the father the farm 


forty acres and Mrs. Colyer eighty acres. 
She has since purchased eighty acres ot the 
original tract, and now has a fine tarm of 
one hundred and sixty acres, which she rents, 


She 


ig an earnest and consistent member ot the 


though she continues to reside thereon. 


Methodist Episcopal church and 1s a most 
estimable lady who has a wide circle or 
friends and acquaintances. 


——_—_—_—_~>+4—__—_— 


JOSEPH A. REICHLEY. 


This well-known engineer on the Bur- 
Jington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, 
whose home is in Cedar Rap'ds, was born 
in Perry county, Ohio, June 17, 1854. @ Son 
of George \V. and Catherine (Brookheart) 
Reichley. both natives of Pennsylvania, the 
former born in 1830, the latter in 1932. 
They were of German descent. and were 
children when they removed with their re- 
spective parents to Olio, where their mar- 
riage was celebrated in 1850. In 1855 they 
cume to Jowa. the journey being rian in a 


wagon. ‘The father engaged in farming in 
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Muscatine county until r890, when he 
turned his attention to the grain business, 
but is now living retired in \Wapello, lowa, 
with his daughter, his wife having died in 
February, 1900. He owned a farm in But- 
ler county, this state. but never resided there. 
During the Civil war he served three years 
as a member of Company F, ‘Thirty-fifth 
Jowa Volunteer Infantry, and now receives 
« pension from the government. In poli- 
tics he is a Republican, but has never taken 
very active part in political affars until 
the last few years, and he is now serving 
Of the 
eieht children born to him Mary FE. and 
Those Irving 
are Joseph A., our subject; Margaret, wite 


us justice of the peace in Wapello. 
Sarah M. are now deceased. 


of Charles Blanchard, a farmer living near 
Wapello; George, who is engaged in the 
lugging business in Arkansas, getting out 
timber for sawnills: Henry, a mechanic of 
Museatine, Juwa: Aliheent, 
Hicklin, clerk of the district court of Louisa 
county and oa resident of Wapello; and 
Lara, 


wile ot E. 


wife of Wilham Runyon, a mer- 
chant of Letts, lowa. 
principally educated in the public schools, 
though Millicent attended Drake Univer- 
silty at Des Morne: of them 
taught school prior to their marriage. 
Joseph \. Reiechley grew to manhood 


The ehildren were 


and several! 


2 


upon the home farm, and on atta ning his 
Majority commenced work in the round 
house of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad at Creston, Jowa, where he was 
emploved fer a year and a half. He next 
worked with the bridge gang of the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad for 
six months, and for the same length of time 
worked on county bridges: Coming to Ce- 
dar Rapids in t&7g. he followed various oc- 
cupations during the summer, and 1 the fall 


of that year commenced work in the car 
shops, where he was emploved as a laborer 
and car repairer until 1881, when he went 
as fireman on the road. In January, 1885, 
he was given an engine. and has since been 
in the regular freight service, and also runs 
extra passenger trains, working on all of 
the He purchased a 
home in Estherville. Towa, and lived there 


different divisions. 


from the time of his marriage in 1884 until 
1899, when he removed to Cedar Rapids. 
where he now resides. 

On the 24th of December, r&884, Mr. 
Reichley wedded Miss Mary L. Sankey, 
who was born in Boston, Massachusetts. 
August 20, 1864, and came to Iowa in 1877. 
locating in Iowa Falls. Her parents were 
John and Hannah (Mullen) Sankey. Her 
father died in Boston in 1865, but her moth- 
er is still living and makes her home witht 
our subject. ‘They had three ch.ldren, but 
the two sons died in infancy. so that Mrs. 
Reichley is the only survivor, She was 
educated in the public schools of tls state. 
The mother was again married, her second 
susband being Joshua Winterbottom, by 
whom she had one son. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Reichley were born three children, but 
one died in childhood. Those lying are 
Clyde .\. and Wilma M., who are attending 
the public schools of Cedar Rapids. 

Politically Mr. Reichley is a Republi- 
can, and fraternally he is a member ot the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, No. 
159, and was a member of both the subordi- 
nate lodge, No. 423. and encampment of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Es- 
therville, but is now a member of Lodge 
No. 643, of Cedar Rapids. He 1s 
a member of the Christian church, 
is a man highly respested and-esteemed Try 


also 


<atiel 


aj] who know lam. 





W. F. ACHTER. 


WW. F. Achter, proprietor of a general 
store and wood yard at 601 Fifteenth avenue 
west, was born on the Rhine in Prussia. 
Germany, November 6, 1843, a son of John 
and Mary A. (Brothers) Achter, also na- 
tives of Prussia, where the father engage: 
in business as a painter and decorator during 
the vears of his early manhood. In Mlay, 
1848, he brought his family to America, sail- 
ing from Antwerp, and being nine weeks 
upon the water. He first located at Inde- 
pendence, Wisconsin, where he secured em- 
ploviment with a government surveying party. 
and while with them went to Muscatine. 
Deciding that the latter place was a better 
loctation, he removed thither in November. 
1848. and commenced work at lus trade, con- 
tinuing to follow the same until called to his 
final rest in 1860, at the age of forty-four 
years. His wife long survived hin, dying in 
1884, at the age of sixty-seven. [hey were 
the parents of six children who are still liv- 
ing, our subject being the oldest and only 
one of the family residing in Linn county. 

\W. F. Achter was reared at Muscatine 
and began his education in a subscription 
school, paying two dollars and a half tuition 
Later he attended 
the common schools. At the age of thirteen 
he started out in life for himself. securing 
a position in the office of 5. B. Craind’s dis- 
tillery at Muscatine, where he had charge 


for a three months’ term. 


of the wagon scale and bought grain tor 
one vear. He next clerked ina grocery store 
for about three years, and for the same 
length of time served an apprenticeship to 
the machinist’s trade. 

In July, 1862, Mr. Achter manifested 
his love for his adopted country by enlisting 


in Company C, Thirty-fiith Iowa Volunteer 
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Infantry, at Muscatine. Ilis regiment was 
assigned to the Fifteenth Army Corps and 
was first under the command of General 
Sherman, but for the last two years was 
under General Smith and merged into the 
Sixteenth Army Corps. Tle participated in 
the battle of Jackson, Mississippi, the siege 
of Vicksburg, and the engagements at Nash- 
ville. Tennessee, and Tupelo, Mississipp, 
hesides mauy other battles, including those 
at Old River Lake, Arkansas, and Pleasant 
Till and the Red River campaign, Fort 
Spanish heing his last battle. 
he was never wounded. 


Fortunately 
Iie was mustered 
out at Muscatine, Iowa, in the summer of 
1865. 
Returning to civil life Mr. Achter 
worked at the machinist’s trade in Ausca- 
tine for a short time, and then spent some 
time in travel. He visited Galena, Mlinois, 
and in 1866 came to Cedar Rapids, Towa, 
where for ten years he had charge of the 
At thre 
end of that time he opened a machine and re- 
pair shop of his own, which he conducted 
until r888 and sinee then has engaged in 


Hull & Patterson machine shop. 


his present business as a dealer in groceries 
and general merchandise. For some years 
he was also interested in the real estate busi- 
ness but has since given it up. 

On the roth of May, 1872, Mr. Achter 
married Miss Annie B. Schuberth, who 
was born in Bavaria, Germany, but was then 
a resident of Chicago. Three cliuldren 
were born to them, but one son is now de- 
ceased. Those living are Henry J.. the pres- 
ent auditor of Cedar Rapids, and Emma E., 
at home. The parents are members of the 
.English Lutheran church, with which Mr. 
Achter has been officially connected for some 
years. In politics he is a Democrat. but 
has never cared for office. He is wiclely 
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layown as an upright, reliable business man, 
and his fellow citizens hold him in the high- 
est esteem, 





THEODORE. D. LAMPMAN. 


This well-known farmer residing on 
section 10, Washington township, Linn coun- 
ty, lowa, within a mile of Center Point, was 
born on the sth of March, 1849, in Wayne 
county, New York, a son of Henry and 
Catherine (Wolcott) Lampman. The father 
was a native of New York, and followed 
farming in the latter state until 1853, when 
he removed to Branch county, Michigan, 
making his home there for six years. He 
was next a resident of Bureau county, Hh- 
nois, and from there removed to Stark coun- 
iv, that state, locating near \WWyoming. Sub- 
sequently he returned to Michigan, where 
he spent four years, then resided for some 
years in Marshall county, Illinois, after 
which he came to Jowa. Four years later 
he returned to Marshall County, Illinois, 
where his wife died. He spent the last vears 
of his life with his daughter, Mrs. Ryanary, 
in Bowlder township, Linn county, Iowa. 

During early life the subject of thus 
sketch accompanied his parents on their 
various removals, and obtained his education 
in the public schools of Michigan and Mli- 
nois. In August, 1870, he came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and purchasing a team, he 
engaged in breaking prairie here for two or 
three years, having previously followed the 
same pursuit in Illinois. He then purchased 
eighty acres of wild land in Grant township, 
which he sold after breaking it, and for 
several years engaged in farming upon rent- 
ed property. On the 4th of March, 1890, he 
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located upon his present farm on section 10,. 
Washington townslup, and after renting it 
for one year purchased the place. He has 
since remodeled the house, built a good barn 
and other outbuildings, has set out fruit 
and shade trees, and made many other in- 
provements upon the place which add to its. 
value and beauty. 

Mr. Lampman was married in tins 
county, November 6, 1873, to Miss Adelia 
Miller, who was born in Indiana and when a 
child came to Iowa, being reared in Linn 
county. She is a daughter of Milo Miller, 
whose sketch appears on another page of this 
volume. Mr. and Mrs. Lampman have seven 
children, namely: Nora, wife of Chalimer 
Graham, of Cedar Rapids; Theodore L., a 
farmer of Washington township; Alfred ML., 
also a farmer of this county; Edith L., wife 
of Jesse Goins, a farmer of this county ; and 
Cynthia. Daisy and James, all at home. 

In his political views Mr. Lampmian is a 
stanch Repubiican, having supported that 
party since he cast lis first presidential vote 
for General U. S. Grant in 1872. He takes. 
quite an active part in local politics, and 1s: 
now serving his third term as township trus- 
tee. Although the township is Democratic, 
he was elected by a good majority, a fact 
which plainly indicates his personal populari- 
ty and the confidence and trust reposed 111 
him by his fellow citizens.. He has also 
served two terms as road supervisor, and 
was a member of the school board for three: 
years. Fraternally he is a member of the 
Iowa Legion of Honor, and religiously his 
wile is a member of the Church of Christ 
at Center Point She has spent almost lier 
entire life in this county, and Mr. Lampman 
has resided within its borders for over thirty 
years, and they have witnessed much of its 
growth and development. Both are widely 
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and favorably known and are held in lugh 
regard in the community where they make 
their home. 





GEORGE HENRY HUDSON. 


One of the tnost progressive and success- 
ful agricultwrists of Grant township 1s 
George H. Hudson, the owner of a fne tarm 
of two hundred and forty acres on section 
27. He was born in Tioga county. Pennsyl- 
vania, August 4. 1844. a son of Sylvanus \. 
and Jane (Summers) Hudson, The father 
was born on the 15th of August, T8135, 1n 
Vermont, and was a son of Joel S. and Sally 
Hudson, also natives of that state, the for- 
mer born February to, 1784. the latter Noa- 
vember 10, 1786. Joel S. Hudson spent Ins 
entire life in the Green Mountain state. 
avhere he died May 2, 1836, and subsequent- 
Iv his wife, accompanied by three of her 
children removed to Tioga county. Pennsyl- 
vania. where her death occurred March 5. 
1879. They were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: Seth B., Priscilla, Dean, Ala- 
gail and Hannah, twins, all now cleceasedl ; 
Sylvanus N., father of our subject ; Abigail, 
deceased; Joel E., a resident of Jackson 
township, ‘Lioga Pennsylvania : 
Martha. a resident of Elmira, New York; 
James Monroe and Esther H., both de- 
ceaseil: George W.. a resident of Chemung 
county. New York; Sally L., of Lima, Lia 
ingston county, New York; and Mary Fig 
of Elmira, that state. 

[t was in the fall of 1840 that sylvester 
XN. Hudson removed with his mother and the 
two eldest children of the family to Tinga 
county. Pennsylvania, where he took up land 


COUNTY, 


and continued ta make his home until coming 
to Linn county, Towa, in 1864. He located 
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in that part of Washington township which 
now forms a part of Grant townslup, and 
after operating a rented farm tor tour years 
he purchased forty acres of wild land on 
section 22. where he continued to make his 
home throughout life. In polities he was 4 
Republican. THe died May 22, 1555, and 
His 
widow now makes her home with our sub- 
ject at the age of eighty-three years. 

They had a family ef ten children, 
Hamely: Harriet M. first married EF. B. 
Kemp, who was killed in the battle of Cold 
Harbor during the war of the Rebellion, 
and she is now the widuw of William Wood- 
ford, of Tioga county, Pennsylvania. Sarah 
Jane died in infancy. Joel S. is represented 


George 


lis remains were interred at \Wallser. 


on another page of this volume. 
H., our subject, is next in order of birth. 
William H. married Esther Graham = and 
He enlisted in 1862, 
at Elmira, New York, and was sent as a re- 


lives in Pennsvlyanta. 


cruit to the same company and regunent Lo 
which our subject and his brother Joel 5. 
Elsie married W. D. Davis, of 
New York, and they now reside in Leadville, 
Colorado. Philander R. died in intancy: 
Dora M., who wedded George Mayfield, of 
O’Brien county, Iowa. Benjamin W’. lives 
with his brother Joel S. in Grant township, 
this county. Beri died in infancy. 

During his boyhood George H. Hudson 
received a good practical education in the 
common schools of his native state. On 
the 25th of September, r&61. he and lis 
brother Joel S. enlisted at Elmira, New 
York, in Company FE, Ejighty-sixth New 
York Volunteer Infantry, which was as- 
signed to the Army of the Potomac. He 
participated in the second battle ot Bull 


belonged. 


Run, and the hotly contested engagements 


at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and 
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Gettysburg, and was wounded at Bull Run. 
When his term of enlistment expired he 
was mustered out at Washington, D. C., 
September 25, 1864, and alter spending a 
few weeks at his old home in Pennsylvama, 
came to Linn county, Iowa, where lis father 
located that year, making his home with him 
until his marnage. 

On the rath of September, 1871, Mr. 
Hudson wedded Miss Mary L. Jolinson, a 
daughter of Joseph P. and Sarah A. 
(\Wiard) Johnson, both natives of New 
York. from which state they removed to 
Ohio. and in 1868 came to Center Point. 
T.inn county, Towa. A vear later her father 
hought a farm in Grant townslip, where her 
mother still resides with a son, but the 
father died December 8. 1894, at the age otf 
seventy-three years. He was a laithtul mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh and 
a Republican in politics. He, too, was a 
soldier of the Civil] war, having enlisted at 
Royalton, Ohio, September 3. 1864, in Com- 
pany H, One Hundred and Seventy-seventh 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, When the war 
ended lhe avas honorably discharged June 
24, 1865, and during his residence in this 
county was an honored member of C. G. 
Francis Post, G. .\. R., of Walker, in whielt 
he served as commander and filled all the 
minor offices. His children were Fany B.. a 
widow residing in Ohio; Mary L., wife of 
our stibject; William P., who died in Ne- 
braska in 1879; Vietor E., at home with 
his mother; Bradford H., a farmer of Bu- 
chanan county, lowa; Lent. C., a farmer ot 
Nebraska; Therlow, who is represented on 
another page of this work; and John O., 
at home. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Hud- 
son were Julia, now the wife of John Fair- 
child; Frank, who married Tidith Muller; 





Eunice, wife of Charles Gilchrist. of Ben- 
ton county, Igwa; Sherman, at home, one 
who died in infaney; and Elsie and Albert, 
both at home. 

The .vear of his marriage Mr. Hudson 
bought forty acres of improved land on sec- 
tion 27, Grant township, and as the years 
have passed he has prospered in Ins farming 
operations, and has been able to add to Ins 
property until he now has an excellent farm 
of two hundred and forty acres, which he 
keeps under a high state of cultivation. 
esides this valuable place he also owns 
property in Pennsylvania. As a general 
farmer and stock raiser he has met with most 
gratifying success, being a man ot good busi- 
ness ability, who generally carries forward to 
successtul completion whatever he under- 
takes. In his political affiiations he is a 
Republican, and he is now serving as treas- 
urer of his school district. He is always 
ready to discharge any duty devolving upon 
him whether publie or private, and has man- 
ifested his patriotism and loyalty in days 
of peace as well as in time of wat. 





Se 


SOLOMON M. HALLETT. 


Prominent among the engineers on the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
road, who make their home in Cedar Rapids, 
is Solomon M. Hallett, who has resided 
here since 1871. He was born in Steuben 
county, New York, on the th of October. 
1841, and is a son of Elijah and Mary A. 
(Crosby) Hallett. The family is af Eng- 
lish origin and was founded in New York 
several generations ago. The father, wher 
wis a farmer by occupation, removed with 
his family to Minnesota in 1853, cud became 
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one of the pioneers of Dodge county, his 
home being near Kasson. He supported the 
Republican party and was a prominent fac- 
tor in local politics. He died in 1873, and 
his wfe passed away fwo years later. They 
were the parents of two sons, Solomon M., 
the subject of ths sketch, and Lewis, who 1s 
now engaged in the restaurant business im 
Kasson, Minnesota. 

Solomon M. Hallett was eight years ot 
age when he accompanied his parents on 
their removal to Dedge county, Minnesota, 
and upon the home farm he grew to man- 
hood, his education being acquired in the 
public schools. On starting out in life for 
himself he was emploved as freman on the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad 
for two vears, and then came to Cedar Rap- 
ids and entered the service of the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad in 
the same capacity. “wo vears later he was 
promoted to engineer, serving at first as 
extra and later as freight engineer, and in 
1882 was made passenger engineer, which 
position he still fills with credit to himself 
and to the entire satisfaction of the company. 
He has been connected with all the divisions 
of the road. 

In January, 1863, Mr. Hallett was mar- 
ried in Minnesota to Miss Emeline Moore, 
also a native of New York, who removed 
with her parents to Minnesota at an early 
day, and was reared and educated in that 
state. She was of Irish ancestry. By this 
union was born a son, Frank T., a Jeweler 
hy trade who is now in the employ of Ludy 
& Tavior at Cedar Rapids. 
mother died in August, 1899. 

When Mr. Hallet purchased Ins present 
home in Cedar Rapids in 1882 it was on the 
outskirts of the city, but houses have since 


The wife and 


sprung up all around him, and it is now in 
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a thickly populated district. He has not 
only witnessed the wondertul development 
of the city in the last thirty years, but has 
also seen many changes made in railroading. 
In his political aftiliations he is a Kepubli- 
can. Religiously le is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, of which his 
wife was also an active and faithful men- 
ber, and fraternally he belongs to the blue 
lodge of the Masonic order, and the Broth- 
erhood of T.wcomotive Engineers. having 
served as chief of the division several times. 
He is a stockholder in the Masonic Temple. 
As a railroad man he stands tenth in order 
of continuous service with the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, and his. 
long retention with the company plainly in- 
dicates his efficiency and the conhdence they 
repose jn iim. 


at 


ZEPONIA STONE. 


The subject of this review dates his 
residence in Linn county from 1845, and tor 
over a half century he was actively identi- 
fied with its industrial and agricultural in- 
terests, but is now living a retired life in 
Springville, enjoying the accumulations of 
former vears. He was born in Genesee 
county, New York, October 16, 1820, His 
father, Harvey Stone, was born in Massa- 
chusetts, and when a young man went 10 
New York, being married in Tompkins 
county, that state, to aura Bowers, a native 
of New York. They came to Iowa with 
our subject and spent their last days in 
this county. The father was a soldier of 
the war of 1812. The Stone family is of 
Spanish ancestry, and was founded in Lee, 
Berkshire county, Massachusetts, at a very 
early day in the history of this country. 





ZEPHNIA STONE. 





MRS. ZEPHNIA STONE. 


‘he 
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Zephnia Stone was reared to agricult- 
ural pursuits in Genesee and Tompkins 
counties, New York, and on starting out in 
life for himself worked by the month as a 
farm hand until twenty-fhve years ot age. 
On the 3d of November, 1844. he was mar- 
ried in Chemung county, New York, to Miss 
Sarah M. Jones, of that county, and the tol- 
lowing year they came to Linn county, 
lowa. He took a squatter’s claim east of 
Springville, which village at that time cou- 
tained but one house, that of Colonel But- 
ler. He improved his place and in 1849 en- 
tered two hundred and eighty acres of land 
in Brown township, but it was seven years 
before he received the deed to the place and 
could really call it his own. In 1852 he sold 
that land for seven dollars and a «quarter 
per acre and entered one hundred and sixty 
acres in Brown township, which he fenced, 
Lroke and improved, He also built a saw- 
mill, which he later converted into a tlour- 
ing null costing twenty-fve thousand dol- 
lars, and he carried on the milling business 
for abaut twenty-five years, when a flood 
swept away his dam and destroyed iis prop- 
erty. dle then devoted his time and ener- 
givs wholly to farming and stock raising, 
and im business alfairs steadily prospered. 
At one time he owned over twelve hundred 
acres of land, divided into several good 
farms, but he has since disposed of all ot 
these with the exception of the old home- 
Stead consisting of three hundred and ten 
acres, which is one of the best unproved 
places in Brown township. It has two sets 
of guod farm buildings, and is now occupied 
aud operated by his two sons, while our 
subject lives a retired life in Springville, 
having erected a nice residence in the vil- 
lage in 1896. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stone are the parents of 
21 


six children, three sons and three daughters, 
namely: Lester E., a farmer of Brown town- 
ship; Hester E., wite of J. V. Bishop, of 
Springville; Emma, wile of Mark ‘abasin- 
sky, a farmer of Brown township; Leman 
C. and Eugene M., who live on the old 
homestead; and Maggie «., wife of Isaac 
Milton Reeve, of Vinton, Iowa. All are 
now married, and on our sitbject’s eight- 
leth birthday all ot his children, nineteen: 
great-grandechil- 
dren were present. On the 3d of Novem- 
her, 1900, Mr. and Mrs. Stone celebrated 
their fifty-sixth wedding anniversary, at 


grandchildren, and tour 


which time not only their family, but a large 
number of friends met to wish them joy: 
and they were the recipients of a great num: 
ber of presents. 

In early life Mr, Stone was a Demo-. 
crat, but is now independent in politics, sup- 
portmg the men whom he believes best 
qualified for ofhce. He has never cared for 
official honors but has been called upon to 
serve as township trustee and treasurer, and 
has served on both the grand and petr jur- 
ies at varions times. He is a member of 
Springville Lodge, No. 139, A. F.& A. M., 
in which he has held ail the offlces and 1s past 
master. He is also a charter member of 
Marion Chapter, No. ro, R. A. M., and 
Patmos Commandery, No. 27, K. T. He 
has been a Scottish Kite Mason, thirty-sec~ 
ond degree, tor many years. Religiously 
he and his wife are earnest and consistent 
members of the Presbyterian Church. They 
are among the few remaining old settlers 
of Brown township, and have witnessed 
almost its entire growth-and development. 
When they located here the Indians were 
far more numerous than the wliute settlers 
and deer and other wild gaine was tound in 


abundance. Although he came to this Jo- 





cality in limited circumstances, Mr. Stone 
has prospered and through lis own unaided 
and energetic efforts became one of the well- 
to-do and substantia! men of his community. 
as well as one of its most highly esteemed 
citizens. 


HENRY J. ACHTER. 


Henry J. Achter, the present efficient 
city auditor of Cedar Rapids, was born in 
Chicago, Hlinois, on the 20th of May, 1869, 
but was only four vears old when brought 
to Cedar Rapids by his parents, William F. 
and Anna E. Schuberth Achter, both natives 
of Germany. The father was born m Prus- 
sia, November 6, 1843, and was quite young 
when he accompanied his parents on their 
emigration to America, but the mother was 
a young lady when she crossed thie Atlantic 
from her old home in Bavaria. Thev were 
married in Chicago. On first coming to 
Cedar Rapids William F. Achter followed 
the machinist’s trade, but for the past four- 
teen years has conducted a grocery store at 
the corner of Fifteenth avenue and Sixth 
street west. In political matters he is inde- 
pendent He has two cluldren, kimma, at 
home; and Henry J. 

Our subject acquired his education in 
the public schools of Cedar Rapids, and 
still lives at home, with his parents. For 
about eight years he was employed as ook- 
keeper by the American Cereal Company, 
and when they removed their office to Chica 
eo in 1895 he went with them, remaining 
in their entploy only two months, however, 
He was next bookkeeper for the Iowa W ind 
Mill & Pump Company for a year, and was 
then variously employed. In June, 1899, he 
was appointed by the mayor as city auditor 
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of Cedar Rapids, and having an excellent 
knowledge of bookkeeping he has Alled that 
office most creditably ever since. 

In political sentiment Mr. Achter is a 
Democrat, and he takes quite an active in- 
terest in national campaign work. but at local 
elections is not bound by party ties. Fra- 
ternally he affiliates with the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge, No. 98, and the auxiliary 
D. O. K. K. He isa deacon of the English 
Lutheran church, of Cedar Rapids. anc an 
active worker in both chureh and Sunday 
schoo! as well as the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, being director aml treasuer of 
the latter. 


JOSIAH F. W. SANBORN. 


Grant township has no more honored or 
highly respected citizen than Josiah lisher 
\Vilson Sanborn, whose home is on section 
36. He was born on the 18th of May. 1826, 
in Grafton county, New Hampshire, ot 
which state his parents, Rev. E. C. and 
Almira (Smith) Sanborn, were likewise 
natives. The father was born June 12, 
1794, and died in Sanborn, New York, in 
1866, while the mother was born I 1799, 
and departed this life on the roth ot Feb- 
ruary, 1828. In therr family were six clul- 
dven, namely: Myra A., Ruth, Henry, De- 
lina, Israel and Josiah. Ajfter the death of 
his first wife Rev. E. C. Sanborn married 
Elizabeth Randall, by whom he had two chil- 
dren, Lee R. and Francis E. 

The early life of our subject was passed 
among the New England fills in the old 
Granite State, and he seems to have inherit- 
el many of the sterling traits characteristic 
of the people of that locality. On the and 
of May, 1851, he was united in Inarriage 





with Miss Adelaide Eaton, the ceremony 
being performed in Hillsdale county, Michi- 
gan, by Esquire Bishop Johnson. Mrs. 
Sanborn was born in Cuyahoga county, 
Ohio. February 19, 1835, and is a daughter 
o! Dyer and Itmeline (Clark) Eaton, natives 
of the J:mpire State. Her father was born 
June 29, 1802, and died in 1895 while her 
mother was born September 18, 1812, and 
passed away on the 12th of January, 1875. 
Uhe were the parents of twelve children, as 
follows: Rosana, now the wilow of Hosea 
Latler, and a resident of Cedar Rapids; Ed- 
winl J., deceased; Adelaicle, wife of our 
subject; Cordelia .\., wife of Theodore 
Spencer, who lives near Cedar Rapids; 
Charles, a resilent of Hamilton county, 
lowa; Mortimer, of Dakota; Oscar, de- 
ceased; Clarke, of Nebraska; Hazzard mar- 
rie] EKimma Gregg and lives near Center 
Point, this county; Fannye, wife of a Mr. 
england, of Williams, Iowa; and George E. 
and Olin, both deceased. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Sanborn were born five children: Eme- 
line, now the wife of Mareus Burgess, of 
Kansas; Emmett, who is married and lies 
i Nebraska; Francis, deceased; Ernest. a 
resident of Montana; and Jessie, who is en- 
gaged in teaching school in Grant township. 

It was in the fall of 1856 that Mr. San- 
born came to Linn county, Iowa, and pur- 
chased forty acres of improved land in Clin- 
ton township, where he made his home until 
IS78, when he sold that place and bought 
eighty acres on section 36, in Grant town- 
ship. where he still continues to reside. In 
early life he learned the carpenter’s trade, 
at which he became very skillful, and which 
he followed for about fifteen years. Since 
then he has devoted his entire time and at- 
fention to agricultural pursuits. and is one 
ol the most energetic and enterprising farm- 
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ers of his community. His farm is well 
improved and is one of the most desirable 
places ot its size in the township. 

During the war of the Rebellion, Mr. 
sanburn offered his services to his country, 
enlisting on the 12th of August, 1862, for 
three years as a private in Company A, 
Thirty-first Jowa Volunteer Infantry. He 
participated in alf of the engagements in 
which his regiment took part, and was with 
General Sherman’s army alt through the At- 
lanta campaign. Although he was in about 
twenty general engagements, he was for- 
tunately never wounded, but he partially lost 
his hearing while in the service. Fe 1s now 
an honored nember of Dennison Post, No. 
244, G. A. R., of Center Point, and both 
he and his wife hold memberslup in the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh of that place. 
In his political afhlations Mr. Sanborn is a 
Republican, and he has efficiently served as 
schoo] director in his district. He ts puhlic- 
spirited and progressive and gives his sup- 
port to all worthy enterprises which he be- 
lieves will prove of public heneht. 


CAPTAIN J. CRAIG SHIELDS. 


Captain J. Craig Shields, who is now 
living a retired life in Cedar Rapids, his 
home heing at 702 First street west, 1s a 
veteran of the Civil war and bears an hon- 
orable record for brave service in the cause 
of freedom and union, and in the paths of 
peace has won an enviable reputation through 
the sterling qualities which go to the making 
of a good citizen. 

A native of Pennsvivania, the Captain 
was born near Pittsburg January 15. 1844, 
and is a son of John H. Shields, whose birth 
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occurred in Westmoreland county, that 
state, in 1818. His paternal grandfather 
was one of the early settlers of thar county, 
and served with a brother in the early In- 
dian wars. On reaching man’s estate John 
H. Shields married Miss Margaret E. Spear, 
a native of Cumberland county, Peunsyl- 
on a tannerv in that 
state until 1830, when he came to Iowa, 
and took up his residence in Tipton, Cedar 
county, where he conducted a harness shop 
for two vears. 


vania. He carried 


On disposing of that busi- 
ness he located on a tarm near Tipton and 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. 
Two years later he removed to Benton coun- 
tv, Iowa, where he entered a tract of gov- 
ernment land, and was engaged in farming 
there for He next conducted 
a hotel in Vinton tor several vears, and on 


some years. 


selling out there he removed to Alinona 
county, where he opened up a farm, on which 
he continued ta reside until called to his 
final rest in the spring of T&g4. at the age 
His wife had de- 
parted this lite in the spring of Tso. 


of seventy-six years. 


Captain Shields was only six years ot 
age on coming to this stale. and the days 
of his bovhood and vouth were mainly passed 
in Benton county, while his edueation was 
the 
spring af 1860 he crossed the plains to the 


acquired in its common schools. In 


Rocky mountains with a team, and was en- 
gaged in prospecting and miniag in ALon- 
tana during the following winter with tair 
SUCCESS. 

Feeling that lus country needed his sery- 
ices in her efforts to erush out the rebellion, 
Captain Shields enlisted in Oetuber, 1&6r, 
as a private in Company G, Thirteenth Lowa 
Volunteer Infantry, and was later promoted 
to sergeant major. His regiment, which 
was a part of the Army ot the Tennessee, 


took part in the battle of Shiloh, the siege 
aud battles of Corinth. the engagements at 
Bolivar, Juka and Coldwater, the siege of 
Vicksburg, the battles of Black River Bridge 
and Jackson, and the Atlanta campaign un- 
der command of General Sherman. 
the battle of Atlanta, Julv 22, 


During? 
1864, Captain 
Shields received a gun shot wound in the 
left thigh, which disabled lim for a short 
time, but alter a few days spent in the held 
hospital he rejoimed lus regiment and went 
with Sherman on the celebrated march to 
the sea. Ile assisted) in the capture of Sa- 
vannal and in the Carolina campaign, in+ 
cluding the battle of Bentonville, which was. 
Wath hus 
regiment he then marched through Rich- 
mond to Washington, D. C., and participated 
Ae 


was mustered out at Louisville, Kentucky, 


the last engagement of the war. 


in the grand review in the latter city. 


and honorably discharged at Davenport, 
Iowa, July 29, 1865. 

After his return home Captain Shields. 
was with his father in the hotel until 1866, 
when he went to Nebraska and secured a 
homestead, on which he engaged in farnung 
for four vears. After disposing of lus tarm 
he returned to Benton county, Iowa, where 
he followed the same purstut for a few 
years, and then came to Cedar Rapids and 
joined the police faree. A year later he was. 
ade captain of the same and served im 
During the fol- 
lowing three vears he was upon the road as 
a traveling salesman in lowa. and at the 
end of that Lime was appointed deputy sheriff 
of Linn county for a term of two years. 


that capacity for five vears. 


J.ater he served two terms under Sheriff 
Comb. Since then he has engaged in the 
real estate business for about two years, but 
is now living a retired Irfe: 

Captain Shields was married, in Benton 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


433 





county, February 28, 1872, to Miss Caroline 
Joyee, a native of Olno, and a daughter of 
Jacob Jovee, who was born in Pennsylvania, 
from Olvin cane te Benton county, 
jowa, where Mrs. Shields was reared and 


and 


educated. Prior to her marriage she suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching school for a 
The Captain and lis wite have two 
children: Grace MM... who is now teaching 
in the public schools; and James M., who 
is a messenger for the United States Ex- 
press Company on the railroad between Chi- 
cago and Albert Lee. Minnesota. Mrs. 
sinelds and her daughters are members of 
the United Presbyterian church. He is a 
member of the Union Veterans’ Union. In 
palities the Captain is a staunch Republican. 
having supported that party since he cast 
hia first presidential vote for Abraham Lin- 
coln in r864. 


tine. 


He has taken quite an active 
interest in local polities, and has been a dele- 
gate to numerous county, congressional and 
Stale CONVeNLIONS. 


$e —_-——_ 
HENRY E. NEAL. 


Linn township has io more progressive 
or enterprising citizen than Henry E. Neal, 
Whe is now stecessfully engaged in agrti- 
cultural pursuits on section 34. A native 
Of that township, he was bern on section 
32 February 14. 1860, and is a son of Chaney 
and Jane (Clark) Neal, a sketeh of whom 
iS given in connection with that of Ehner 
D. Neal on another page of this volume. 

Our subject spent the first thirteen years 
of lus life on the farm where he was born, 
and then removed with his parents to sec- 
ton 16, Linn township, where the father 


had purchased another farm. He remained 


at home until he was married, October 18, 
7282, the lady of his choice being Miss Min- 
me J. Leigh, also a native of Linn town- 
ship and a daughter of Charles A. and Lydia 
A. (Ballard) Leigh. During her girlhood 
she attended the public schools of that town- 
slip and Mt. Vernon, and for over a vear 
was also a student at Cornell College. By 
lier marriage she has become the mother of 
four children: Clarence E., born July 31, 
1883, has attended Cornell College for the 
last year, and is now assisting his father in 
the work of the farm; Ethel M., born April 
29, 1887, Clara M., born May 30, 1889, 
and Llovd E., born September 1, 1893, are 
attending the district school near their home. 

Charles A. Leigh, Mrs. Neal's father, 
was born in Butler county, Ohio, October 
I, 1829, and during his boyhood removed 
to Montgomery county, Indiana, with his 
parents, Foster W. and Sarah E. (Busen- 
bark) Leigh, remaining there thirteen vears, 
at the end of which time they came to Linn 
county, Jowa. He was married, April 7, 
1857, to Lydia A. Ballard, who was born in 
Trumbull county, Ohio, September 1, 1840, 
a daughter of William and Louisa (You- 
mans) Ballard. Unto them were born three 
children, namely: Wilham F., born Sep- 
tember 5, 1862, married Mattie Fetterman, 
and is now connected with the fre depart- 
nent of Cedar Rapids; Minne J., born Jan- 
vary 4, 1864, is the wife of our subject: and 
Clarence, born February 7, 1866, married 
Clara Boxwell, and is engaged in stock deal- 
ing in Mt. Vernon. The mother of these 
children died November 29, 1900. and was 
buried in Mt. Zion cemetery, Linu Grove. 
The father is still living. For many years 
he owned anc operated a valuable farm of 
three hundred acres in Linn township, but 
in 1892 he divided his property among his 
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children and removed to Mt. Vernon, where 
he lives retired from active labor. Since the 
death of his wife he has made his home with 
his son Clarence. 

After lis marriage Mr. Neal remained 
on his father’s farm, and when his father 
removed to another place he purchased the 
old homestead, consisting of eighty acres, 
which he still owns. and to which he has 
added a tract of seventy-six acres. In 1889 
he removed to his present farm. where he 
owns eighty acres of land, and now op- 
erates both places, being successfully en- 
eaged 11 general farming and stock raising. 

Mr. Neal gives lis political support to 
the Democratic party and its principles, and 
takes an active interest in public affairs as 
every true American citizen should. Some 
vears ago he served as assessor of Linn town- 
ship for four years, and also filled the of- 
fice of road supervisor, but has never cared 
for official honors, preferring rather to de- 
vote lis entire time and energies to lus busi- 
ness affairs. He is an honored member of 
Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 551, I. O. O. F.,, 
in which he has held office, and is a man of 
prominence in his community. 


ALFRED A. OWENS: 


Alfred A. Owens, one of the best known 
engineers in the emplov of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, has 
made his liome in Cedar Rapids since the 
fall of 1882. A native of Ohio, he was born 
in Clinton county February 28, 1860, and 
is a son of John W. and Leah (Sabin) 
Owens. The father, who was a native of 
Tennessee and a laborer by occupation, en- 
tered the service of his country at the prest- 
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dent’s first call for troops during the Civil 
war, enlisting for ninety days. On the ex- 
piration of that time he re-enlisted for three 
years, and when discharged again entered 
the service, serving in all four years, six 
months and seven days. Fortunately, how- 
ever, he was never wounded. In polities he 
He came to lowa in 
1867 and continued lus residence in this 
state until called to his final rest. in June, 
1899, at the age of sixty-six years. His 
wife, who was born in Ohio in 1836, stul 
survives him and makes her home with her 
children. 


was a Republican. 


She is a most estimable lady and 
a member of the Protestant Methodist 
church. Of the twelve children born to 
them five died in infancy; and John M. died 
in Cedar Rapids at the age ot nineteen 
vears, and Llven at the same place at the 
age of twenty-iour. Those Jiviitg are Al- 
fred A., of this review; Helen, wile of T. 
M. Cullum, of Bridgeport, Connecticut; 
Margaret, wife of J. C. Leep, of Argentine, 
Ella, a resident of Glenwood, 
lowa: and Flora, wife of Albert Matney. of 
Argentine, Kansas. 


Kansas; 


They were all educa- 
ted in the public schools of this state. 

The subject of this sketch was but a Jad 
of seven years when he came to Iowa with 
his parents, and he attended the common 
schools of Poweshiek county, where the 
family located, continuing his studies until 
nineteen years of age. In 1879 and 1880 
he taught a country school, and the follow- 
ing vears entered the service of the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad as 
a section hand, being thus employed until 
October, 1882, when he commenced work 
in the shops at Cedar Rapids, lit in Decem- 
ber of that year went upon the road as fire- 
man. In September, 1889, he was promoted 
to engineer and had a regular run until May, 
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1900, since which time he has served as ex- 
ira passenger engineer. .\t first he was on 
the Lstherville division and lived at that 
place for four years. In T8gg he purchased 
property in Cedar Rapids, but has since sold 
the saine. 

Mr. Owens was married in Cedar Rap- 
ids. in 1883, to Miss May Waid, who was 
born in Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
January 9, 1867, and was educated in the 
schools of Cedar Rapids. Her parents are 
vow living on a farm near Goldfield, lowa. 
Unto Myr. and Mrs. Owens were born tour 
children, but one died in infancy. Those 
living are Harry C., born April 11, 1885; 
Clara May, born September 23, 1888; and 
Doris L., born June 28 r&9g4.  .\ll are at- 
tending school in Cedar Rapids, and the son 
also is a clerk in the general offlee of the 
Order of Railway Conductors at Cedar 
Raprcls. 

Mr, Owens is a member of Division No. 
159. Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
and in politics is a Republican. His wife 
is a member of the First Christian church of 
Cedar Rapids, and both are held in the high- 
est regard by a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances. 





JSSLES C. TINDALL, 


For over a quarter of a century this 
gentleman has made his home in Cedar 
Rapids, and has been connected with the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
roacl Company. A native of Indiana, he 
was born near Evansville, October 22, 1850, 
and is a son of Thomas C. and Rachel 
(Jones) Vindall. The father was born in 
Virginia of Irish ancestry, the mother jn 


BLOGRAPHICAL RECORD 435° 


Indiana of English parentage. He was a 
soldier of the Civil war, being a member 
of Company A, Seventeenth Indiana Cav- 
alry, and was a contractor and builder by 
occupation, following that pursuit until a 
few years before his death when he lived 
retired from active labor. He died in 1874, 
and his wife departed this life in 1863. 
His home had been near Evansville all his 
active life, and it was there he died. They 
were the parents of six children, but only 
two are now living, namely: James C., 
our subject; and Catherine, wife of George 
Seares, a contractor and builder of Indiana. 

The common schools of his native state 
atforded James C, Tindall his educational 
advantages, and on leaving school at the 
age of seventeen years he began Is rail- 
road career as passenger brakeman on the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad. Three 
years later he was promoted to conductor, 
and remained with that road until coming 
to Cedar Rapids, in 1875, when he entered 
the employ of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad as fireman. He was 
given an engine in 1878, and has had a 
regular passenger run since 1881. He has 
worked on all of the divisions of the road, 
and is the twelfth in point of continuous 
service with this road. 

Mr. Tindall was married im Cedar 
Rapids, October 26, 1883, to Miss Lucy 
E. Null, who was born in that city on the 
block where they now reside, in 1857, and 
was educated in the public schools. In his 
political views he is a Republican, and in 
his social relations is a member of the 
Modern Woodmen of -\imerica and the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, belonging to Crescent 
Lodge, No. 25; Trowel Chapter, No. 49; 
Apollo Commandery, No. 26; and lowa 
Consistory, No. 2; and El Kahir Temple ot 
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Mvstic Shrine, all of Cedar Rapids. He 
also belongs to Division No. 159, Brother- 
hood ot Locomotive Engineers, and 1s one 
the Mystic Shrine, all of Cedar Rapids. He 
railroad men of the city. He gives to the 
support of church and charitable work, and 
never withholds his aid from any enterprise 
whieh he believes will prove of public hene- 
fit. He has a pleasant home at 608 Second 
AVENUE, 





GEORGE W. STAMBAUGH., 


Among the prosperous agriculturists and 
vepresentative citizens of Bertram township 
is the gentleman whose name introcducés 
this sketch. He was born February 25. 
1857, on the farm where he now resides. 
and belongs to an old and honored family of 
county: His Stam- 
baugh, was born in Jefferson, York county, 
Pennsvivania, -\pril ro, 2810, and his par- 


this Samuel 


father, 


ents were either from Germany or of Ger- 
man descent. His mother tongue must have 
been German as he spoke both that language 
and Tinglish in early life. He was a resi- 
dent of York and Adams counties, Pennsyl- 
vania, until the spring of 1833, when he 
went to Butler county, Ohio, but in the tall 
of the same vear returned to lis native state. 
In the spring of 1835 he accompanied his 
father’s family on their removal to Butler 
county, Ohio, and four vears later went with 
them to Schuyler county, Lilinois. He and 
his brother John, however, remained in that 
state only two weeks before coming to 
Linn county, Towa, where they selected 
claims in what is now Rapids townslup. 
The brother was a carpenter by trade and 
assisted in the erection of the first frame 


house in Cedar Rapids. Tle hought a clann 
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of Mr. Coles, which in Jater years became 
the well known farm of Sampson C. Bever. 
During an Indian up-rising which fright- 
ened many of the early settlers he became 
alarmed and returned to Tilinois. Samuel 
Stambaugh’s first claim was on section 36, 
township 83, north, range 7, west, and on 
the north side of Cedar river, but he soon 
exchanged this for the farm in Bertram 
township, where our subject now resides, 
making it his home for over fifty-eight 


years. 
On the roth of May, 1840, Samuel 
Stambaugh married Rachel Bryant, ot 


Schuyler county, Hlinois, who was born im 
Ohio, September 22, 1820, and a few days 
later the voung couple started for their new 
home in lowa. Unto them were born twelve 
children, of whom two died in infaney, and 
one daughter, Sarah, died in her forty-sev- 
enth year. The others were Mary -\., wile 
of W. L. Stoneking, a farmer, ot Marion 
township, Linn county; Louisa, 
William Corey, of Scranton, Greene county, 
Iowa; Samuel B. married Della Harvey and 
resides in Santa Anna, California; Noah 8., 
who married Lilly Lamson and lives in Cur- 
tis, Oklahoma; James A., who frst married 
Louisa Berry and second Ella Parker and 
resides in Bertram township, this county, 


wite of 


and a sketch of whom appears in this work; 
Rachel J., wife of Charles W. Lamson, of 
Sumas, Washington; George W., our sub- 
ject; Albert H., who married Lettie Work- 
man and makes his home in Browning, 
Schuyler county, Ulnois; and Martha E., 
wite of Zach Berry, of Marion, Iowa. ‘The 
father of this family died August 20, 1897. 
honored and respected by all who knew hin. 
He was a faithful and consistent member 
of the Free Will Baptist Church, and led 
an upright and honorable life, in harmony 


SAMUEL STAMBAUGH. 
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with ltis professions. Physically he was a 
man of powertul strength, and could with- 
stan great hardships, being six feet and 
two inches in height, and when in the prime 
of life his weight ranged from one hundred 
and ninety to two hundred pounds. During 
his bovhood free schools were unknown, 
yet he learned to read and write. 
not only a self-educated but a self-made man, 
wliose success im lite was due entirely to 
his awn well-directed efforts. Mfrs. Stam- 
haugh passed away April 23, 19oL. at the 


aril wus 


age ol eighty vears. 

George W. Stambaugh was educated in 
the district schools near his boyhood home, 
Which he attended unul twenty vears of ag 
and after laying aside his text hooks he ii 
voted lus entire time and attention to the 
operation of the farm until the summer of 
18386, when he went to Nebraska, 
gaged in farming in that state for a vear. 
He then returned to the old ‘homestead 
where the following two years were passed. 

At Cedar Rapids, December 24, 1889, 


and en- 


Mr. Stambaugh married Miss Anebel Snv- 
der, who was also born in this county, De- 
cember 10, 1859. Her father, James I. 


Suyder, was bern in Preble county, Ohio, 
on the ist of April, t819, and was married 
in Goshen, Indiana, August 25, 1844, to 
Jane Longacre, a native of that state, who 
Was born in Whitewater, October 1, 1825 
He engaged in farming in Indiana until the 
fall ot r&51, when he removed with lis 
family to Iowa, and took up his residence 
in Linn county, buying a farm of two hun- 
dred and ten acres in Putnam township, 
which was his home until the fall of 1882 
On disposing of that property he removed 
to Bertram township, where the following 
seven years were passed. He died on the 
Oil of May, 1&go. and was buried in Bert- 


yam township. Huis wife survived him and 
made her home with Mrs. Stambaugh until 
her death, which occurred June 7, 1896. 
They were the parents of eleven children, 
namely: Millie, wife of James H. Rogers, 
otf Medford, Oklahoma; Hulda G., wife of 
\V. F. Miner. a farmer of College townslip, 
this county; Marion, who first married Izora 
Blain, and second Sarah Blain, and resides 
ona farm in Bertram township; E. D., who 
married Eleanor Cunningham and lives in 
Weston, lowa; Corydon, who died at the 
age of nine vears; Thomas, who died at 
the age of seven — Anbel, wife of our 
subject; Shirley married Zaidee Blain, of 
Marion; Chas. Frank, twin brother of Shtir- 
ley, who died at the age of eighteen monitlis ; 
Jesse, who wedded Mary Hight and makes 
his home in Cedar Rapids; and Jackson, 
who married Grace Brugh and lives on a 
farm in College township. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stambaugh have five children whose names 
and dates of birth are as follows: Irwin 
Gr. ‘March 24, Pape; Ta ¥., Maren i, 
1894; Elva H., July 14, 1895; and Wilbert 
and Sylva, twins, July 14, 1897. 

After his marriage Mr. Stambaugh ope- 
rated the J. A, Stambaugh farm for one 
and for six vears lived on the Cornish 
farm a mile and a half souchwest of Bert- 
Since then he has resided on the old 
hundred and 
and 28, 


year, 


ran. 
homestead, comprising two 
thirty-seven acres on sections 21 
Bertram township, and in its operauion he 
has met with excellent success. It is under a 
high state of cultivation and improved with 
good buildings, including a modern resi- 
dence, and substantial barns and outbuild- 
ings. Mr. Stambaugh raises a high grade of 
cattle and horses for market, and finds this 
branch of his business quite profitable. Re- 


ligiously he and his wife attend the United 
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Brethren chureh, of which she is a member 
and socially is connected with the Brother- 
hood of American Yeoman, and the Modern 
Woodmen ok America, in both of which 
societies he has held office. In politics he 
is a Prohibitionist, and has efficiently served 
as school direstor in his district. In all of 
the varied relations of life he has been true 
to every trust reposed in him, and well 
merits the ‘high regard in which he ts uni- 
formly held by his fellow citizens. 





WILLARD WILLIAM DURLIN. 


This well-known railroad man who has 
been in the employ of the Burlington, Ce- 
_dar Rapids & Northern Railroad since com- 
ing to Cedar Rapids in 1881, was born on 
the 20th of April, Klead ville, 
Crawford county, Pennsylvania, of winch 
county hig parents, James W, and Harrtet 
i. (Littlefield) Durlin, were also natives. 
The town of Meadville was named lor the 
mother’s grandparents, and her Grandmoth- 


1853, 10 


er Meade was the first white eluld born in 
the county. Mrs. Durlin’s father and moth- 
er lived to be ninety-seven and ninety-four 
years respectively. Our subject's paternal 
erandmother was connected with the Lee 
family, to which the famous Confederate 
general of that name belonged. 

In early life James \W. Durlin, the father 
of our subject, was a pattern maker, drafts- 
man and engine builder, and he also ran 
boats on the Erie canal, for a time. In 1857 
he came to Jowa and took up Ins residence 
in Anamusa, Jones county, where he con- 
ducted a grocery store until the Civil war 
broke out. 
C, Thirty-first Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 


In 1861 he enlisted in Couipany 
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and remained in the service until Lee’s sur- 
render. 
moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where he en- 


Soon atter his return home he re- 


gaged in business as a contractor and builder 
until 1879, when he commenced teaming 
across the plains. Tle died in Huron, South 
Dakota, in 1899, at the age of seventy-tour 
vears, and his wife, who now lives in Cali- 
fornia, has also reached the age o! seventy- 
four. 
and three daughters, of whom two daugh- 
ters are now deceased. The others are 
Eugene, Frank, Willard W., Charles, Em- 
mett and Fred, all railroad engineers witli 
the exception of the voungest, who 1s a con- 


They were the parents of six sons 


ductor; and Mary, the surviving daughter. 
They were educated in the schools of Coun- 
cil Bluffs and Creston. Jowa. Their par- 
ents both received collegiate educations, and 
their mother taught in a college for a time. 

During his boyhood and youth Willard 
W. Durlin attended the common schools of 
Anamosa, and remained at home until six- 
teen vears of age, when he began Its rail- 
road career at Council Bluffs as wiper on en- 
gines of the St. Joseph & Council Bluffs 
Railroad, taking care of engines for two 
years. For a time he was emploved as lire~ 
After spend- 
ing two years at Ortintwa, Iowa, lie re- 
moved to Creston and found permanent em- 
ployment, working as fireman on the Bur- 
lington & Missouri Railroad. now a part of 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system. 
In 1874 he was given an eugine, and contin- 
ued in the employ of that road until cong 
to Cedar Rapids in 1881, when he entered 
the service of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
He was 
first given a freight run, but for the past s1x- 
teen years has been running specials and pas- 
senger trains on the northern division of the 


man and later as brakeman. 


& Northern Railroad as engineer. 
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toad, being engineer on the fast mail and 
passenger train since 1895. runnig to Albert 
Lea, Minnesota, each day. As a railroad 
man he has been very fortunate and stuccess- 
ful, but has met with some accidents, his 
train going through the bridge at Cedar 
Falls in 1888, and being wrecked at \Water- 
Joo 1n T&g9. 

At Ottumwa, Iowa. May 13. 1872, Mr. 
Durlin married Miss Eliza A. Corrick, who 
was born in Bloomfield, Davis county. Iowa, 
In 1854, and was living in Ottumwa at the 
time of her marriage. Both her parents are 
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Durlin have 
une daughter, Florence Mae, who was grad- 
uated at the high school of Cedar Rapids 
in 1892, and engaged in teaching physical 
culture for five years. The family are prom- 
inent members of the Universalist Church, 
of which Mrs. Durtin is one of the ofhcers, 
and the daughter is organist. I’raternally 
Mr. Durlin affiliates with the Independent 
Order of Foresters of America, the Broth- 
erhood of Locomotive Engineers, and the 
blue lodge of Masonry. In politics he is in- 
dependent, but takes a deep and commenda- 
ble interest in public affairs, and gives his 
support to every enterprise for the public 


good. - 
$4 —__- 


ALEXANDER TORRANCE. 


The subject of this biography has for 
Many vears been prominently identihed with 
the agricultural and industrial interests of 
Linn township, and is numbered among 1ts 
inost rehlable and enterprising business men. 
He is the owner of a fine farm of one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven and a half acres on 
section 17, and in connection with the cul- 
tivation of his land he also operates a saw- 
nul situated upon his place. Prosperity has 
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crowned his well-directed efforts, and he is 
now quite well-to-clo. 

Mlr. Torrance was born on the 2oth of 
September, 1837, in Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, of which his parents, Cunningham 
and Margaret (Cunningham) ‘Torrance, 
were also natives. [hey were of Scotch- 
Trish descent. Atter their marriage they 
continued their residence in Favette coun- 
ty untt] 1847, which vear witnessed their ar- 
rival in Linn county, Iowa. Locating in 
Franklin township, the father took up gov- 
ernment jand on sections 21 and 22, and at 
once commenced to break the land and place 
it under cultivation. He successfully en- 
gaged in general farming and stock raising. 
and became the owner of six hundred acres 
of rich and arable Jand. which he afterward 
divided among |us children. He died on 
the roth of December, 1863. and his wife 
passed away June 21, 1883, at the age ot 
eighty-five vears. Both were sincere and 
earnest Christians, holding membership in 
the Presbyterian church, and he was an 
elder of the same for over thirty years. 
Originally he was an old-line \Whig in poli- 
lican party he joined its ranks, and con- 
tinued to vote that ticket throughout I:fe. 
His fellow citizens had for him the highest 
regard, and he was called upon to hl] some 
of the local offices, but he prefered to de- 
vote his time to his business interests, 11 
which he prospered. 

Alexander Torrance is the tenth in or- 
der of birth in a family of eleven clildren. 
nine sons and two daughters. of whom one 
died in infancy unnamed. The others were 
as follows: James, a farmer of Calhoun 
county, Iowa; Sarah, who married George: 
Smith and resided in Linn county until after 
the death of her husband, when she removed 
1o Kansas, where she died March 4, 1890 > 
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Hugh, who was engaged in farming in 
Franklin township, this county, until 1883, 
when he removed to Calhoun county. Towa, 
where he followed the same pursuit until 
his death in 1900; Mary Anu. who married 
Rufus Dike and died in Olio April 14, 
1884: Samuel Wilson, who served three 
months in the Civil war and died a number 
of vears ago; -\aron B., who died Septem- 
Ler 16, 1859, at the age of thirty-one vears: 
William S., a retired farmer of Calhoun 
county, Iowa; John, who resided in ‘Texas 
aud Arkansas and died October 15. 1&8q; 
and Boyd C., who was a member of Com- 
pany F, Eleventh Jowa Volunteer Infantry, 
in the Civil war, and 
September &, 1863. 
VYhe subject of this sketeh was a lad of 


died an the service 


nine years when he came with his parents to 
this county. and grew to manhood upon his 
father’s farm, receiving his elucation in 
the district schools of the neighborhood. 
For about three vears atler starting out in 
life for himself he worked by the day and 
Inanth at various occupations, and then lo- 
cated on a farm in Franklin township. near 
Mi. Vernon, given him by his father, mak- 
ing it his heme for three years, during 
which time he devoted his entire attention 
In the fall of 1866 
he removed to a farm of timber Jand on 


to agricultural pursuits. 


section 17, Linn township, on wlich he las 
erected a sawmill and has since operated 
ihe same in addition to his farm work, heing 
Wood 
Working Company, a corporation for the 
He also car- 
ried on stock raising. and in all lus busi- 


connected with the Cedar Rapids 


manufacture of furniture. 


ness atfairs he has steadily prospered. be- 
coming ane of the substantial men of lus 
conmnuiity. 

On the ist of January, 1863. in lrank- 
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lin township, was celebrated the marriage 
of Mr Miss Henrietta F. 
Coleman, who was born in Knox county, 
Ohio, February 5. 1837, and was a daugh- 
ter of Elisha and Rebecca (Carr) Coleman, 
also natives Of Ohio, and of Armerican and 
German ancestry. On leaving the Buckeye 
state in 1851, her family removed to Henry 
1860 
came to Linn county, locating in Linn towa- 
ship. Later her parents removed to Kan- 
father died November 22, 
187g, and her mother passed away in Ne- 
braska, November 29, r&8&5. They had nine 


Torrenee and 


county, lowa, and in the spring of 


sas, where her 


children, three sons and six danghters. 
Unto Alr. and Alrs. Torrauce were born 
tivo children, but the older, Isdward E.. 
born im Franklin township, died in Linn 
Charles 
N., born in Linn townslup. Tebruary 20, 


township at the age of six montis. 


1875, was educated in the common schivols, 
and is now engaged in farming and the 
business with his father on the 
home place. He is a Republican im politics 
and a member of Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 
531, 1.0.0. F. The mother of these clil- 
dren died December 4. 1898, loved and re- 
spected by all who knew her. Jn early lite 
she united with the Christian Church, but 
the congregation with which she was con- 
nected soon afterward cissolved and she 
and her husband subsequently attended the 
Presbyterian Church at Paralta. 
good waman, a devoted 


sawmill 


She was a 
wife, a loving 
mother and a kind, sympathetic and ap- 
preciative friend, and her death was widely 
and deeply mourned. 

Mr. Torrance has served as secretary 
ot the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance Coin- 
pany of Linn tewnship, and also of the Linn 
County Tornade, Wind and Sterm Insur- 


ance Company. He has filled a number of 
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lecal offices, such: as justice of the peace, 
township clerk and secretary of the school 
board. and has always taken a deep and 
commendable interest in public affairs. In 
polities he ts an ardent Republican, and he 
is still serving as township clerk. = Fra- 
ternally he is a member of Mt. Vernon 
Lodge. No. 112, F. & A. M., and the Ashler 
Chapter, No. 122, R. A. M., of Mt. Vernon, 
but formerly was a member of Marion 
Chapter, No. 10. We is a man of promi- 
nence m lus community, and has the entire 
conndence and respect of all with whom he 
cumes In contact either in business or social 
lite. 
ny ee eae eee 


THERLO\W JOHNSON. 


Therlow Johnson, a well-known and 
Successlul agriculturist residing on section 
16, Grant township, was bern October 13, 
1861, in Medina county, Ohio, and is a son 
ot Joseph and Sarah A. (\Viard) Johnson, 
both natives of New York state. His ma- 
ternal grandparents were John and Julia 
(Ireneh) Wiard, who were born in Con- 
necticut and reared a family of three chil- 
dren, of whom Mrs. Johnson and one sister 
are the only ones living at the present time. 

For some years the parents of our sub- 
ject resided in Ohio, and at Royalton, that 
state, the father enlisted September 3, 1864. 
lov one year or during the war, becoming a 
inember of Company H, One Hundred and 
Seventy-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
under command of Captain Tracy. This 
regiment became known as Sherman's Whip 
Lash Corps. In May. 1865, Mr. Johnson 
returned home on a sick furlough, and on 
the 24th of June received his discharge 
Papers, which were made out at Greenboro, 
North Carolina. | 
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In 1868 Joseph P. Johnson brought his 
family to Linn county, Iowa, and after 
spending one vear in enter Point, he pur- 
chased a farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres in Grant township, where our subject 
now resides with his mother. The father 
subsequently sold forty acres of this tract, 
but the remaining one hundred and twenty 
acres are still in the family. He died upon 
this place, December 8, 1894, at the age of 
seveity-three vears. and was lal to rest in 
the Walker cemetery. Politically he was 
a Republican, and at one time held the office 
of road supervisor. He was an honored 
member of the G, C. Francis Post. G. A. R., 
of Walker, in which he served as com- 
mainder and held all the minor offices, while 
religiously he was an ‘earnest and consistent 
member of the Methodist piscopal Church 
at that place. He was highly respected and 
esteemed by all who knew him, and had a 


large number of friends throughout tls 
county. 
Ou the roth of September, 1846, in 


Ohio, was celebrated the marriage of Jo- 
seph Jolinson and Sarah Ward. and they be- 
came the parents of eight children, name- . 
ly: Fanny B., now a widow residing im 
Ohio; Marv L., wife of George H. Hudson, 
of Grant township; Wilham P., whe died in 
Nebraska in 1886, leaving a widow and two 
children; Victor Is., at home with his 
mother; Bradtord H., a farmer of Bu- 
chanan county, Iowa; Lent C., a farmer of 
Nebraska; Therlow and Jolin C., beth at 
home, 

Theriow Johnson, whose name intro- 
duces this review, was educated in the coun- 
trv schools of Grant townslup. and early 
acquired a good practical knowledge of 
agricultural pursuits while assisting lis fa- 
ther in the operation of the home farm. 
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‘He never left the parental roof amd since 
the latter’s death he has had charge of the 
place which he has successfully managed. 
He is a man of good business ability and 
sound judgment, and is progressive and en- 
Lerprisiig. 

4 


SAMUEL GILLILAND. 

The subject of this review is one of the 
very earliest settlers of the state, and is to- 
dav a prominent and lughly respected citizen 
of Mt. Vernon, where he is living a retired 
He was 
born in Logan county, Ohio, April 16, 1814, 
a son of Nathan and Jane (/&dmondson) 
Gilliland, both of whom were natives of Vir- 
ginia. In 18ro they removed from Green- 
briar, that state, to Oluo, where they made 
their home throughout the remainder of their 
lives. 


life. enjoving a well-earned rest. 


The father. who was a soldier of the 
“ir Of 1612, died in 1523 an his forty- 
severth birthday, and the mother died in 
1835. 
dren, three sons and six daughters, all of 


They were the parents of nine chil- 


whom are now deceased with exception of 
our subject and his sisters, Nancy Ann, wife 
of Peter Jacobs, a retired farmer of Tipton, 
Cedar county, Lowa. 

Samuel Gilliland spent the first twenty 
years of lus lite at the place of lis nativity 
and obtained jis literary education in the 
primitive log school house so common in 
thosedavs. Ite then went to Indiana, where 
he spent two years, and in the fall of 1836 
came to Jowa. locating in Cedar county, on 
the dav Martin Van Buren was elected presi- 
dent of the United States. Tor many vears 
he successfully engaged in farming there, 
and together with lus sons still owns two 
hundred and forty acres of land, which he 
purchased from the government at one dol- 
lar and a quarter per acre. 
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Tn Pioneer township, Cedar county, Mr. 
Gilliland was married, July 18, 1839, to 
Miss Martha Comstock, theirs being the first 
marriage celebrated in the townslup. She, 
too, was a native of Olio and a daughter of 
Daniel and Elizabeth (Fox) Comstock. Her 
father was born in Massachusetts, in 1795, 
and was twelve years ot age when he re- 
moved with his parents trom that state to 
New York. He was one of the defenders 
of his country in the war of 1812. 

At an early day he went to Ohio, and in . 
the spring of 1836 came to Towa, settling 
fifteen miles north oi Aluscatine, where he 
made lis home for three years. 
accompanied by two other families and they 
were the first to come out from Muscatine 
He next located in Pioneer 
township, Cedar county, where he tollowed 


He was 


with teams. 
farming until lis death. which occurred July 
19, 1864, when he was seventy-one years of 
age. His wife died there at the age of fifty- 
Thev had a family of ten chil- 
dren, but only three are now living. Prior 
to his marriage with Elizabeth Fox, Mr. 
Comstock was married in New York. By 
this wife he had two daughters—Angeline, 
who married M. Sterns and Juha, who mar- 
ried George Lattimer. Mrs. Comstock died 
prior to Mr. Comstock’s emigration west. 
Mr. Comstock took a very prominent part in 
public affairs and was called upon to fill many 
local olfices, including that of county trustee. 
He also assisted in the platting of the town 
of Tipton. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gilliland were born 
seven cluldren, namely: (1) Francis Marion, 
horn May 28, 1840, engaged in farming on 
the old homestead in Cedar county for a 
number of years, but is now living retired in 
Mt. Vernon. He married Louise Freeman, 
of Cedar county, a daughter of Walter Free- 


nine vears. 
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man, a native of Ohio, who settled in Sugar 
Creek township, Cedar county, in 1836, and 
followed the miller’s trade throughout the 
greater part of his lite. In 1852 he went 
to the Pacific coast and died in Oregon, at 
the extreme old age of ninety-three years. 
His wife died in 1842 when Mrs. Gilliland 
was Only nine months old. Mr. and Mrs. 
EF. M. Gijttland had three children, all born 
in Cedar county, namely: Dollie, deceased ; 
Harry C.; and Don W., deceased. (2) 
Nathan, born December 3, 1842, enlisted 
september 23, 1861, at the age of nineteen 
vears, in Company vA, Thirteenth Iowa In- 
fantry, and was mustered into the United 
States service on the 18th of October, fol- 
lowing. While at Vicksburg he re-enlisted 
January 4, 1864, as a veteran and was made 
corporal of his company. He participated 
in the hattle of Shiloh, the siege of Corinth. 
ail the engagements at Bolivar, Iuka, Holly 
Springs, Vicksburg, Monroe, Jackson, 
Meridian and Atlanta. Tle was wounded 
ia charge on the works at Nickajack creek, 
July 5, 1864, and was again wounded on the 
21st of the same month. and died a few 
hours later, his remains bemg interred 
at Marietta, Georgia. (3) Julia A., born 
January 16, 1844, died in 1864. (4) Eliza- 
beth, born November 18, 1850, died at the 
age ot fourteen years, five months and eleven 
days. (5) Mary, born November 5, 1852, 
died January 23,1865. (6) Daniel C., born 
June 27, 1855, is engaged in the agricultural 
implement business in Mechanicsville, Iowa. 
Ie married Florence Brogan, and they have 
three children, Maude, Ethel and Haven. 
(7) William M., born November 29, 1861, 
married Annie Wareham and died in Toledo. 
Ohio, November 10, 1886. The mother of 
these children departed this life May 31, 
1865. She was a devoted wife and loving 
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niother, and a consistent member of the 
Methodist church. 

For his second wife Mr. Gilliland mar- 
v.ed Mrs. Abigail Puffer, a younger sister of 
his first wife and the widow of Charles 
Putter, who was born near Keene, New 
TTampshire, and lived there until twenty- 
three years of age, when he removed to 
Cedar county, Iowa. There he was united 
i marriage with Miss Abigaii Comstock, 
June 13, 1847, and was successfully engaged 
in farming and stock raising in that county 
until called to his final rest February 15, 
1863, at the age of forty-three years. He 
was a prosperous man and had the respect 
and confidence of all who knew him as he 
was upright and honorable in al! his dealings. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs.. Puffer were born the 
jollowing children: (1) Authernial G. W., 
horn in 1848, followed farming on the old 
homestead in Cedar county, where he died 
at the age of forty-seven years. He mar- 
ried Amanda Boyles, and they had three 
children, Rav, Mabel and Everett. (2) Levi 
died in infancy. (3) Priscilla H. is the 
wife of William Bassett, q farmer of Bloom- 
held, Davis county, Iowa, and they have 
four children, Frank, Ora, Austin and Guy. 
(4) Daniel married Laura Boland, and is 
successfully engaged in farming in Mercer 
county, Mlissouri, where he owns seven hun- 
dred acres of land. (5) Jemima died at the 
age of fifteen vears. (6) Marvy is the wife 
of George Keister, an architect of New York 
city. and they have one cluld, George. | 
Nathan, a farmer of Bloomfeld, Davis 
county, Iowa, married Mary Hutchinson, 
and they have three chiklren, Lottie, Lola 
and Dorcas A. (8) Charles A.. a farmer 
of Mercer county, Missouri, married Dora 
Van Zent, and they have two children, 


IIeien and a bov. 
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When Mr. Gilliland first came to Iowa 
the state was all wild prairie, but few settle- 
Cedar 
county was not surveyed until the year after 
he located there, at which time the boundar- 
ies were fixed. He has watched with in- 
terest the development of this section of the 
state: has seen towns and cities spring up; 
and the wild lands transformed into rich and 
In the work of acdvance- 


ments having previously been made. 


productive farms. 
ment and progress he has ever borne his 
part, aud deserves a prominent place in the 
history of the honored pioneers and repre- 
sentative citizens of his adopted state. \Winle 
a resident of Cedar county, he served as 
supervisor for four years, was constable two 
years, and judge of election five years. After 
following farming and stock raising in Pio- 
neer township, that county, for over thirty 
years, he removed to Alt. Vernon, Linn 
county, on the 21st of March, 1867, and has 
He has a 
pleasant residence on Second avenue. for 
some years he' clerked in a store, was city 
marshal two years, and street commissioner 
In his political views he is a 
In 1845 he united with the 
Methodist church, and is still a faithful and 
consistent member of that body. He re- 
ceives and merits the high regard of the en- 
tire community, and he has a host of warm 
friends throughout both Cedar and Linn 
counties. 


sinee made this place his home. 


three years. 
Republican. 


CAPTAIN JAMES M. SEARLES. 


For over a third of a century this gentle- 
ian has been one of the most energetic and 
progressive business men of Cedar Rapids, 
and is now at the head of the marble trade 


in that city. Ie is proud to claim Towa as 
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his native state, ‘his birth having occurred. 
in Johnson county, June 5. 1844. before its 
adinission to the Union. He is one of the 
three children born to Isaac and Phoebe: 
(Hamilton) Searles, hoth of whom were 
natives of Connecticut, where they were 
married about 1838. In 1842 the father 
came to Jowa asa circuit rider in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, and preached on the 
banks of the river at Cedar Rapids to the 
passengers on a steamboat from St. Louis, 
each of whom had been offered a Jot as an. 
inducement to settle here and help start the 
town, About 1846 he removed to Wiscon-- 
sin, though he returned to this state on visits 
at various times. He probably remained 
longer in Madison, Wisconsin, than any 
other place, serving as presiding elder there 
He was one of tlie most 
prominent of the early ministers in both 
Iowa and Wisconsin. He died in 1870, at- 
the age of fifty-six vears. He was twice 
married, his first wife, Phoebe Hamiulton,. 
having died at the birth of our subject in 
1844. Her other children were William Jai 
and Charles A., both of whom were sol- 
diers of the Civil war. The former served 
as assistant surgeon during the latter part. 
of the war. Charles A. enlisted as a private 
in Company G, First Wisconsin Volunteer’ 
Infantry, and Jater was promoted to second 
and then to first lientenant of the same 
company. Ie was detailed as adjutant-gen- 
eral of his brigade on the staff of General. 
John C. Starkweather, and had been rec- 
ommended for promotion to the captaincy 
of his company at the time he was killed at 
Chickamauga, September 19, 1863, at the: 
age of twenty-one years. 

The early life of James M. Searles was 
passed in Wisconsin until fourteen years of 
age, when he leit home and entered upom 


for eight years. 








CAPT. J. M. SEARLES. 


LAY 
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<1 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





an apprenticeslup at Fox Lake, Wisconsin, 
to the marble cutters trade, which was com- 
pleted in 1867. The Civil having 
hroken out, he enlisted as a private in Com- 
pany C, Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, but at Chattanooga he was com- 
inissioned second lieutenant of Company A, 
Thirty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry, when 
only eighteen years of age. He was pro- 
moted to first Heutenant while in front of 
Petersburg, and at the same place was made 
captain of lis company on the reorganiza- 


Wir 


tion of his regiment, which was a part of 
the Fourteenth Army Corps. He was only 
twenty vears old when commussioned cap- 
tain. For six months he acted as quarter- 
master of his regiment, and was officer in 
charge on picket line when Alexander Stev- 
ens, the Confederate peace commission, met 
ihe Union officers to negotiate for peace, 
amd was later present at the surrender ot 
General Lee. Captain Searles and his com- 
inand took part in a number of important 
engagements, including the hattles of Perry- 
ville, Stone River, Dug Gap, Chickamauga 
and Missionary Ridge. 

Thirty davs after receiving his discharge 
drom the army at the close of the war, Cap- 
lain Searles came to Cedar Rapids, where 
he has since successfully engaged in the 
marble or monument business. He carried 
on that enterprise alone until 1872, when 
he forrmned a partnership with John O. Bax- 
ter, wlio had been his fellow apprentice when 
learning his trade and later his army com- 
rade, having enlisted at the same time in the 
saine regiment at its formation, This conec- 
tion has since continued to their mutual 
pleasure and profit, and they now enjoy an 
excellent trade and give employment to 
twelve men all the vear round. Their place of 


business is at No. 317 Third avenue. The 
22 
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Capain is one of the oldest and most success- 
ful marble men of Iowa, having done a large 
amount of work throughout this state, \Vis- 
consin and Minnesota, and on the organiza- 
tion of the State Marble Dealers Association 
he was elected its first president. 

On the 18th of November, 1865, at Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin, Captain Searles mar- 
ried Miss Nettie LE. Rhodes, a daughter 
of Lodowick and Lucinda (Piper) Rhodes, 
who were natives of New York and New 
Hampshire, respectively, and about 1842 
removed to Hlinois locating near Chicago. 
Irom there they went to Wisconsin, where 
they made their home until their deaths. 
In their family were eleven cluildren, ot 
whom eight are still living. Unto the Cap- 
tain and his wife were born four eluldren, 
namely: Maud A., deceased wife of Charles 
Ic. Grosjean; Nettie May, who holds a gov- 
ernment position as inspector of meuts tor 
exportation in the agricultural department 
at Milwaukee; Charles J., who is manager 
of the branch house of the T. M. Sinclair 
Packing Company at Des Moines, lowa,; anc 
Hazel I., who is attending school in Cedar 
Rapids. The home of the family is at No. 
1002 Fourth avenue. 

Politically Mr. Searles is a stanch sup- 
porter of the Republican party, and trater- 
nally is a member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the Loyal Legion aiid the 
Knights of Honor at Cedar Rapids, at pres- 
ent serving as dictator in the last named so- 
ciety, while religiously he and his wife both 
hold membership in the Second Presbyterian 
church. His long residence in Cedar Rapids 
has numbered him among its valued citizens 
who have been devoted to the public wel- 
fare and who have manifested: the same loy- 
alty in days of peace as in time of war, and 
by all who know lum he is held in the high- 
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est regard. He has always taken a com- 
mendable interest in public affairs, and for 
two terms, from 1882 until 1886, he efh- 
ciently represented the fourth ward in the 


eitv council. 
sg ai ares 


WILLIAM BUCHANAN. 


William Buchanan, deceased, through 
the long years of his identification with 
Cedar Rapids, enjoved the highest respect 
of his fellow townsmen by reason of his 
striet integrity and sterling worth. His 
devotion to the welfare of his adopted city 
made him a valued factor in public life, and 
hy his death Cedar Rapids was deprived of 
one of her best citizens. | 

A native of Seotland, Air. 
was born in Balfron, near Glasgow, Janu- 


Buchanan 


ary 29. 1831, and acquired his Jiterary ed- 
He 
came to America when a young man, in 
1859, and took up his residence in Cedar 
Rapids, with whose commercial interests he 
was identified for many years. His early 
advantages financial standpoint 
were limited, and what he accumulated of 
this world’s goods was due to close atten- 
tion to business, good executive ability and 
suund judgment. 

In early manhood Mr. Buchanan tmar- 
ried Miss Jane Thompson, a daughter of 
Captain R. J. Thompsen. She died leaving 
one son, William, who is now living 1 
Scotland. Myr. Buchanan had three broth- 
ers, who still survive him, these being John, 
Thomas and George. The last named 1s 
vow a well-to-do farmer of this county. 
July 14, 1885, our subject was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Miss Mary 
Anderson, who was born in Madison, Indi- 


ucation in the schools of that country. 


fiom a 
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ana, December 27, 1848, and in 1860 re- 
moved to Washington county, lowa, with 
her parents, John L. and Ellen (AleClena- 
han) Anderson. ‘There the father nnproved 
a farm and successfully engaged in agricult- 
ural pursuits until his death, which occurred 


in 1876. The mother died July 19, 1891, 
in Cedar Rapids. Mrs. Buchanan's early 
education was obtained in the comumion 


schools of Washington county, but later she 
took an elective course at the State Uni- 
versity at Iowa City. 
stitution she accepted a position as teacher 
in the public schools of Cedar Rapids, where 
she taught until her marriage. 
eral years she was principal of the Vau 


On leaving that in- 


]‘or sev- 


suren School, and became quite prominent 
in educational matters. She has always taken 
al active part in literary circles as well as 
in social affairs, and devotes a large portion 
of her time to church, charitable 
philanthropic work. She is one of the lead- 
ing members of the United Presbyterian 


and 


church and its ladies’ societies, as well as 
the Young Woman's Christian Association. 
For a time she was also a member of the 
official board of the Home jor the FPriend- 
less and is noted for her charitable and be- 
nevolent spirit. 

On his arrival in Cedar Rapids, Mr. 
Buchanan began teaching in the schools of 
the county, after which he was connected 
with the Chicago & Northwestern Kailway 
as auditor, and later was connected with 
the Hannibal & Keokuk Kailroad. 

From the incorporation of the Cedar 
Rapids Water Company until his death Mr: 
3uchanan was treasurer of the same, and 
for many years was also assistant treasurer 
of Coe College. He was also an extensive 
owner of real estate, much of which he 
improved, Jaying out a number of addr 
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tions to the city with which his name is 
connected. A member of the United Pres- 
byterian church, he took an active interest 
in its work, and was a member of the build- 
ing committee for the present house of 
worship. He was connected with a num- 
ber of philanthropic enterprises, and labored 
untiringly for their maintenance. The Re- 
publican party alwavs found in him a 
Sltanch supporter of its principles, and he 
was a recognized leader in public affairs, 
representing the fifth Iowa district on the 
Republican state central committee for sev- 
eral years. He was ever faithful to his 
duties of citizenship, and by the success- 
ful conduct of his business interests not 
only promoted his individual success but 
alse advanced the general prosperity. He 
was widely and favorably known and_ his 
career was suc as to merit the confidence 
and trust so freely accorded him. 


L. B. KRAMER. 


L. B. Kramer, who owns and operates a 
good farm on section 22, Bertram town- 
ship. is one of Linn county’s native sous, 
born February 22. 1841, and is a worthy 
representative of one of her honored pio- 
neer families. His father, Louis A. Kra- 
mer, was born in Greene county, Pennsylva- 
nia, ou the 7th of December, IS(2, and was 
married in Fayette county, that state, Sep- 
tember 31, 1834. to Rebecea Varner, a na- 
tive of Virginia. In 1837 they removed to 
Ohio, and two years later came to Iowa. lo- 
cating in Marion township, Linn county. 
This state was then a territory, and was in- 
habitated mainly by Indians, who were quite 
triendly to Mr. Kramer. He would allow 


them to camp on his land, and they often 
caine to the house and slept on the floor. 
Deer and other wild game was also plenti- 
ful at that time and furnished many a 
meal for the early settlers. When Mr. 
Kramer first located here there was only 
one log house in the county, which was 
built by a Mr. Hahn. The Kramer family 
lived in true pioneer stvle, while the father, 
with the assistance of his sons, cleared, 
broke and improved his farm. He died Sep- 
tember 18, 1896, at the age of eighty-three 
years, and iis wife passed away March 12, 
IS87, at the age of sixty-nine years, eight 
months and twelve days. 

In the family of this worthy couple were 
fen cluldren, of whom two died in infaney, 
the others being as follows: William An- 
drew, the oldest, married Jélizabeth Beli, 
now deceased, and resides in Cedar Rapids: 
Ann Ehzabeth is the widow of Jolin Hig- 
ging and lives north of Marion; L. B., our 
subject, is next in order of birth; Rachel M. 
is the widow of William Garnett and re- 
sides in AMlontezuma, Iowa; Scott married 
elizabeth Wildman and makes his home on 
a farm in Linn Grove; Zachariah Tavlor 
married Haley Todd and lives near Waverly, 
Jowa; Margaret FE. is the wife of John Mil- 
ler of Avery, Oklahoma; and Edward H. 
married Catherine Harkness and resides at 
Paris, north of Marion, Jowa. 

During his boyhood L. B. Kramer aided 
in the work of the farm and pursued his 
studies in the district schools of Linn Grove 
until eighteen vears of age, alter which he 
devoted lus entire time anc energies to ag- 
ricultural pursuits. month before he at- 
tained his majority, he was married in Ber- 
tran? township, January 1g, 1862, to Aliss 
Margaret Paul. who was born in Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, September 29, 1841, 
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and is a daughter of Jonathan and Dorcas 
(Wilson) Paul, also natives of that county, 
the former born at Davistown, October 24, 
1817, the latter September 26, 1817. Her 
parents were married December 20, I840, 
and in the spring of 1843 came west to 
Linn county. Iowa. locating on a farm im 
Linn Grove, now known as the Jake Ale- 
Shane farm. After residing there four 
years they sold out and removed to Dubuque 
county, Iowa, where Mr. Paul owned and 
operated a farm for mine years. At the 
end of that time he returned to this county 
aud purchased two hundred and forty acres 
on section 22. Bertram township, to which 
he subsequently added. Ie made the jour- 
ney to this state from Pennsylvania hy the 
river route, and landed at Museatime in lim- 
ited circumstances. his property cénsisting 
of one horse, a set of harness. a halt interest 
in a wagon. a few household goods, and 
twenty-five dollars in money. Loading his 
wagons with provisions at Muscatine, he 
started overland for Linn county, and en- 
countered many difficulties on the journey, 
as all streams had to be forded and there 
He first located on 
a squatter’s claim, but as tume advanced he 


were but few roads. 
prospered in business, and became extensive- 
ly interested in’ breeding. feeding, buying 
and selling cattle. He was widely known 
as a stuck buyer and an excellent judge of 
cattle. He continued that 
18go, when failing health compelled lus re- 


husiness until 


tirement, and he was succeeded by huis son, 
Je ty Par. 


Democrat, believing the principles of that 


Politically he was a life-long 


party to be for the best imterests of the 
people. Although not a member of any 
church or religious society, he was a hrm 
believer in the brotherhood of man and the 


fatherhood of God. He was temperate and 
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a man of strict integrity, and had the con- 
fidence and respect of all who knew hin. 
Of his seven: 
children Alrs. Kramer is the oldest: \Vill- 
iam S., the second in order of birth, mar- 
viel Susan Campbell and resides in Lake 
City, Calhoun county, Iowa; George mar- 


He died January 12, 190T. 


ried Anna Ford and lives on a farm near 
Wilson married. 
Lair Derr. now deceased, and also resides 
near Springville; Rachel M. is the wife of 
Preston Dean, a farmer near Bertram town- 
ship; Alexander TH. lives on the old home- 
stead farm in this county; and Jonathan T. 
married Susan Daniels, and alse Jives on 
the home farm. 


Springville, this county; 


Mr. and Mrs. Kramer became the par- 
ents of the following children: Andrew J., 
born November 16, 1862, died January 13,. 
i887; Dorcas E., born May 31, 1664, was 
inarried .\pril 5, 1889. and died April 12. 
LSgo, leaving one child, Ethel K.; lrebecca 
J., born December 12, 1865, was married 
September 24, 1884, to Jolin H. Berry, of 
Johnson county, lowa, and they have three 
children, Charles K., Robert and Mary AI.; 
Abraham L., born March 19, 1868, died 
February 15, 1893; George L., born Apri 
13, 1870, assists lis father in the manage- 
ment of the farm; Anna E., born November 
4, 1872, died March 1, 1898; and {saac L., 
horn Alarch 1&. 1876, Robert C., born June 
21, 1578, Rachel] M., born June 27, 1880, 
and Alexander T., born January 24, 1883, 
are all at home. 

For a vear after his marriage Mr. 
Kramer rented a farm belonging to his fa- 
ther-in-law, and then. after living on Ins 
father's farm for a year. he returred to a 
farm owned by his father-in-law, consisting” 
of forty acres, which was given the young’ 


couple by Mr. Paul. Our subject has since 
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fallen heir to an adjoining elghty-acre tract 
and he has a well improved and highly culti- 
vated farm of one hundred and twenty acres 
heir to an adjoming eighty-acre tract and 
lus has a well improved and Inghly culti- 
vated farm of one hundred and twenty acres 
on section 22, Bertram township. on which 


he has built a good house and barn. He 1s 
also engaged in the raising of stock. In poli- 


tics he is a Republican, and in religious be- 
lef is a Alethodist, and he is a man who 
commands the respect and esteem of all with 
whom he comes in contact either in business 
or Social lite. 


<4 - —__—— 
CHARLES NREISCHER, 


Charles Kreischer, a practical and up- 
to-date farmer living on section 36, Put- 
nam township. 1s One of Linn countv’s na- 
live sons, his birth having occurred in Put- 
nam township, August 31, 1862. His fa- 
ther, facoh [<retscher, native of 
Prussia, Germany. and in 1850 came to 
America. He was married in Iowa City, 
Towa, im 1850, to Catherine Baker, who was 
bern in the Rhine Province of Germany, 


Was ad 


and came to the new world in the sane year 
as her husband. He purchased a farm in 
Putmam township, upon which he made his 
home until death. He died February 6, 
1892, and was laid to rest in Solon cem- 
etery. His parents. Jacob A. and Elizabeth 
(Leibs) Kreischer, spent their entire’ lives 
11 Prussia. His widow is still living on the 
old homestead in Putnam township. She is 
the oldest in a family of three children. 
Her sister Barbara came to the United 
States, but died shortly after her arrival. 
When the father first purchased his first 
land in this county ir was covered with a 
heavy growth of timber, which had to be 
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cleared away before the land could be culti- 
vated. In those early days there were often 
weeks at a time in whicli he saw no one 
but Indians, who were camping near his 
home. The woods abounded in wild game 
of all kinds, and he killed a number of deer. 
vemson being his chief meat during the 
winter. Wolves were also numerous and 
were a great source of trouble io the early 
settlers. 
tion at that time, and farm produce was 
exchanged for the necessities of Itte aiter 
being hauled to Museatine, which was then 
the nearest market place. Lggs were often 
sold as cheap as two dozen lor five cents, 
but during the Civil war prices went up. 
and eggs brought forty cents per dozen, 
while coffee was worth sixty cents per 
pound and calico fifty cents per vard. The 
early settlers did all farm work with oxen 
and drove to church behind two yoke of 
cattle. There was no improved farm ma- 
chinery such as 18 seen at the present day; 
corn was dropped by hand: grain cut with 
a cradle and bound by hand. 

Charles Kreischer is the youngest in a 
family of five children, the others being as 
follows: Jacob wedded Mary Umbenden- 
stock and resides in Big Grove township, 
Johnson county, Iowa; Mary is the wite ot 
John See, living on a farm near Norway, 
Iowa; Lizzie married August Blittersdort 
and died in Solon, lowa, in 1892; and Caro- 
line is the wite of Lewis Mavbower, living 
near Lisbon, this county. 

During his boyhood and youth Charles 
Kreischer attended the district schools in 
winter until seventeen years of age, and 
worked on the home farm during the re- 
mainder of the year. At the age of twenty- 
two he rented his father’s farm of two hun- 
dived acres on section 36, Putnam townslup, 


There was little money in circula- 
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and to it he has since added a tract of forty- 
seven acres, which he has placed under ex- 
cellent cultivation, so that he now has one 
of the best farms in that locality. He has 
a good residence, and has built a Jarge barn 
and numerous cattle sheds. 
considerable attention to raising otf 
stock, making a specialty of Shorthorn and 
later of Hereford cattle. He also ratses 
thoroughbred Poland China hogs, and a 
high grade of horses. THe not only feeds ail 
the grain from his own farm to his stock 
but 1s compelled to buy more, believing stock 
raising to be the most proftable branch ot 
farming. 


fle has given 
the 


-\s he has made a thorough study 
of his chosen occupation he 1s meeting with 
well-deserved success in his labors. In his 
political views he is a Republican. 

At Cedar Rapids, March 2, 1886, Mr. 
Kreischer married Miss Anna Zenisheck. 
who was born April 25, 1866. Her parents, 
George and Mary (Smith) Zenisheck, are 
natives of Austria. and i early life came to 
America about 1855, their marriage being 
celebrated in lowa City, Iowa.  Alrs. 
Kreischer is the oldest of their eight chil- 
dren, the others being Lizzie, wite ot Jo- 
seph Kolba, of Solon, Iowa; Emma. wife 
of Tony Schervenka, of Cedar Rapids; 
Rosie, wife of Bert Umbdenstock, of Jolin- 
son county, lowa; Amelia, wife of Frank 
Myer, of Solon; Mary, wife of Joseph 
Henick, ot Mt. Vernon; George, who died 
at the age of two vears; and Frank. who 
Mr. and Ars. Kreischer 
have one son, Jedward W., born January 
14, 1887, 


died in infaney. 





C. A. RANCKE, 
C. H. Ranck, now serving as coroner 
of Linn county, has spent almost his entire 


life in Cedar Rapids. He was born near 


Me. Carroll, Carrol! eounty, Ilinois, De-. 
ceinber 19, 1860, and is a son of S. L. and 
Elizabeth (Hollinger) Kaneck, natives of 
Pennsylvania. The Ranck family is of 
German origin, and was founded in Amer- 
ica at quite an early day in the history of 
this country. Our subject’s parental grand 
father spent his entire active lite in the Key- 
stone state, and died when his son, S. L., 
was but a small boy. the latter 


learned the grocery business by clerking in 


There 


a store, and also engaged in teaching in 
early life, atter which he engaged in busi- 
ness for himself. In r862 he removed to 
Carroll county, Illinois, and purchased a 
farm near Mt. Carroll, where he engaged 
i. agricultural pursuits for a few years. 
but subsequently he moved to Alt. Carroll 
and purchased a livery and bus hne, which 
he conducted for many years. Ile also 
owned and ran the first omnibus in 
northern part of the state. 


the 
In r870 he came 
to Cedar Rapids and embarked in the livery 
Iusiness at this place, successfully carrying 
on the same until 1885, since which time he 
has lived retired from active labor. He 1s 
now eighty years of age and continues to 
make lis home in Cedar Rapids. His wife 
died in 1884, at the age of fifty-six years. 

Unto them were born nine children, of 
whom five sons and two daughters are stil 
living, namely: Emma, wife of Benjamin 
Carter, an engineer on the Northern [a- 
cific Railroad and a resident of Alinneapolis; 
Wilham, who is his father’s suecessor in the” 
livery lusiness in Cedar Rapids: J. E., who 
iS engaged in the same business in Cedar 
Rapids; Albert. who is running a hack line 
in the sane city; C. H., the subject of this 
sketeh ; Irvin, who has been in the employ of 
the government as mail carrier for about 
sixteen years; and Cora, widow of Frank 








[olden, who was accidentally killed by the 
cars in the south, 
for her father. 

C. H. Ranck was a lad of eight years 
when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Cedar Rapids, and he is indebted 
io the public schools of this city for his ed- 
ucational advantages. When a mere boy 
he began his business career, conducting a 


confectionery and fruit stand, and 
has since been engaged in various other hues 
In 1887 he established a ly- 


ery stable, and in connection with that busi- 


sinall 
vi business. 


ness he has engaged in undertaking since 
taken a course at Clark’s 
School of Embalming at Dubnque, from 
which institution he and his wife have both 
abtained diplomas, and in 1&98 they passed 
the required examination and received di- 
plomas from the state board of health at 
the second examination held in Jowa. fils 
undertaking rooms are at 327 Second av- 
enue, where he has carried on the leading 


1dy2. having 


husiness of the city and only stable on the 
West Side. 

On the 16th of June, 1886, Mr. Ranck 
was wited in marriage with Miss Nellie 
Letters, of Marion, Iowa, a daughter ot 
Moses Tetters, who was one of the old set- 
uers of Linn county. They have two chil- 
dren: Edith and Roy, who are now attend- 
ig the public schools of Cedar Rapids. 

lor sixteen years Mr. Ranck has been an 
active member of the Knights of Pythias, 
and he also belongs to the Modern Wood- 
men of America, the Knights of Koran, the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen and the 
Fraternal Aid. In politics he is a stalwart 
Republican, and was formerly a member 
of the county central committee. In the 
fall of 1897 he was elected! coroner of Linn 
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county, and so creditably and satisfactorily 
did he fill the office that he was re-elected 
in T&gg, and is the present meumbent. 


REV. A. Ko BAIRD. 


Among those who have devoted their 
lives to the work of the ministry is A. K.. 
Baird, who was pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Mt. Vernon for some years, and 
is now living retired at that place. He was 
born in Ayrshire, Scotland, January 1, 
1839. and is a son of Thomas and Mar- 
garet (Canady) Baird, who spent their en- 
tire lives in that country. Of their mine 
children only two came to America, those 
being our subject and his sister Margaret, 
wife of John Murdock. They reside in 
Asheville, North Carolina, where she died 
January 29, 1901. His oldest brother, 
James, and’ his youngest brother, Eben, to- 
vether with a sister, Isabella, wife of Robert 
Cunningham, reside in London, England, 
and the others all died in Scotland. The 
family all engaged in the draper business. 

During his boyhood and youth Mr. 
Baird attended the public schools of his na- 
tive Jand and the Glasgow University. In 
1858 he emigrated to Canada, and was a 
student in the Provincial University for 
two years, and the Presbyterian Theolog- 
ical Seminary for three years. He then en- 
gaged in teaching school in Canada unul 
coming to Towa in 1865, and tor three 
taught at Clarence, Cedar county. .\t the 
end of that time he entered the ministry and 
was called to the church at Wyoming, Jones 
county, Iowa. In 1875 he was elected su- 
perintendent of missions for the state, and 
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devoted his attention to that work for seven 
vears, after which he was made superin- 
tendent of missions in Alinnesota. 

In the fall of 1883 Mr. Baird came to 
Mit. Vernon as pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at this place. In 1885 he was su- 
perintendent of missions in New England, 
hut in the fall of that year he returned to 
Mt. Vernon, where he remained for three 


vears. The following vear he had charge 


of the mission work in Montana, but in 


the fall of 1888 we again find him installed 
as pastor of the chureh at Mt. Vernon. 
Having lost lis voice in r8go, he went to 
Lurope and spent one year in travel. -\fter 
lis return to this country he was pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church at Wichita Falls, 
Texas. in 1892 and 1893. and in 1894 again 
went to Mantana as superintendent of mis- 
sions, remaining there until October, 1900, 
when he returned to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, 
and is now living retired. 

At Whitley, Canada. Alr. Baird married 
Miss Elizabeth Chisholm. a native of Scot- 
land, who died in 1890. By that union were 
horn two children: Margaret is now the 
‘wile otf H. N. Fordham. of Wyoming, 
Jones county, Iowa, and they have one 
child, Baird. YVhomas J., a phvsician of 
Victor, Montana, was married in 1890 to 
Olive Ash, who died on the 26th of July, 
that year, and in March, 1894, he wedded 
sadie Barnhill, of Wyoning, Iowa, by 
whom he has two eluldren, Kennedy artd 
Ielizabeth. Mr. Baird was again inarried at 
Me. Vernon, fanuary 25. 1893. his second 
union being with Miss Jane Ash, who was 
born m Lint cotiitry,. Pebriary r7, 164s, 
aud is a daughter of Reuben Ash, a proniu- 
nent pioneer of this county, who is repre- 
sented on another page of this volume. Mr. 
Baird is a man of thoughttul, earnest puf- 
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pose, of strong intellectual endowments. of 
broad charity and kindly nature. and is held 
in the highest regard by all who know him. 
Both he and his wife are widely known and 
have many warm. frends throughout Linn 
county. 


JOHN S. LOVE, A. M, M.D. 


Yor forty-three years this gentleman has 
successfulv engaged in the practice of medi- 
cine and surgery at Springville. Iowa. and 
is one of the honored and lighly respected 
citizens of that place. He was born in Hunt- 
iIngdon county, Pennsylvania, Mav 19, 1831, 
a son of John Love. who was also a native 
of that state. 
cation in the common schools near his boy- 
hood home, and later attended Tuscarora 
academy and Jefferson College, receiving 
the degree of A. B. from the latter imstitu- 
tion on lis graduation in r&850, and .\. AL., 
1 1854. 

In 1850 the Doctor went to Harper's 
Ferry, Virginia, to take charge of Oak- 
dell Academy on the Potomac river, near 


He received his primary edu- 


that place, and remained there one year. 
He then returned to Pennsylvania, and had 
charge of the Montview Academy for a year 
and a half. .\t the end of that time he 
went to Philadelphia and completed a course 
at Jelierson Medical College, where he was 
graduated) March 8, 1856. with the degree of 
M. D. He was first engaged in practice 
al Snow Shoe, Pennsvivania, for two vears. 

On the gth af December, 1858, Dr. Love 
atrived in Springville, Iowa, and has made 
lus home here ever since. He soon built up 
a 200d practice. which extended over a large 
territory, Ta visiting his patients he rode 
horseback exclusively the first years, and 
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for seme vears continued to make most of 
his professional calls in that way as there 
were very few good roads in this part of the 
county at that time. lor several years he 
was the only physician at Springville, and 
his practice has always been as large as he 
could conveniently attend to. A man of pro- 
gressive ideas he has always kept posted on 
the latest theories and discoveries made in 
the science of mecicine and surgery, and 
has several postgraduate courses. 
spending three winters at the Jefferson: Med- 
ical College at Philadelphia. and a part of 
two at the Bellevue Hospital Medical Col- 
lege and the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geans in New York City. He is acknow'l- 
edycd to be one of the best and most suc- 


taken 


cessiul physicians in this part of the state. 
He is a member of the Iowa Union Medical 
Society, Iowa State Medical Society, and 
American Medical Association. 

Dr. Love was married in Linn county, 
September 2&8. 1865, to Miss Alice Stone, a 
daughter of Joshua D. Stone. who came to 
this county fron’ New York at an early day. 
She was born and reared here, and was edu- 
cated at Cornell College. 
22, 1872. and was laid to rest in Springville 
cemetery. 

The Doctor has not only met with suc- 
céss professionally but has alsa prospered 
fnancially during his residence in Spring- 
ville. and has built and still owns six good 
residences in the village, besides a fine farm 
of one hundred and sixtv acres. He is a 
man of good business ability and practical 
sound common sense. During his vacations 
he has made a number of trips to the Pacific 
Slope. and has also visited the east several 
times. Socially he is a member of Spring- 
ville Lodge, No. 139, A. F. & A. M.. and 
Marion Chapter, No. 10, KR. .A. M. At one 


She died June, 
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time he was also connected with Patmos 
Commandery, No. 27, K. T., of Marion, 
but is now dimitted. Although not a mem- 
her of any religious denomination he at- 
tends the Presbyterian church and gives to 
its support, having been reared in that faith. 
There is probably no man in this part of the 
county more widely kuown or universally 
respected than Dr. Love. 





HON. ROBERT SMYTH. 


Among the Covenanters of Scotland who 
Hed to the north of Ireland at the time of 
the persecution was the Smyth family from 
which the subject of this sketch was descend- 
ed. He was born near Londonderry, in 
County Tyrone, Ireland, February 26, 1814, 
his parents being Jeremiah and Nanev (Mc- 
Elhenny) Smyth, farming people. The fam- 
ily on the mother’s side were also Covenant- 
ers and were driven out of Scotland. 

Robert Smyth was reared on a tarm, re- 
ceiving an ordinary common-school educa- 
tion. At the age of twenty he came to this 
country, and was employed for six years as 
a clerk in Bedford county, Pennsylvania. 
On resigning that position March 4, 1840, 
he started for the territory of Iowa. The 
journey was made by stage from Lollidavs- 
hurg to Pittsburg, thence by steamer to 5t- 
Louis, and up the Mississipp1 to Blooming- 
ton, now Muscatine, Iowa, whence he came 
to Linn county on foot. For about iour 
months he made his home with Mr. Craig, 
who was also from Ireland, and during that 
time he bought a farm near that gentleman’s 
place. on what is now section 8, Franklin 
township. -\ log house had previously heen 
built upon the place and eight acres of the 
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land had been broken. The first vear Mr. 
Smyth planted a crop of wheat, potatoes and 
corn. In July, 1840, he was joined by hus 
sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Alexander, who owned a half inter- 
est in the farm, and with them he resided for 
two years. His parents crossed the Atlantic 
in June, 1842, accompanied by six daughters 
and their son James, and the fainily also lo- 
cated in Linn county. 9 William. another 
son, hac previously settled here, and John, 
the oldest son, after residing in Philadelphia 
for some time, removed to this county with 
his family in 1861. After establishing his 
parents in a comfortable home our = sub- 
ject went to jive with them. The Jand in 
this region was not surveyed for some time 
after he located here, and when it came into 
imarket in 1843, he was detailed as a Iidder 
for all the land in Franklin township. His 
father had entered the northwest quarter of 
section 8, which he divided among his chil- 
dren, Robert securing forty acres of this. 
Their nearest markets at that time were 
Muscatine and Dubuque. and for several 
years Mr. Sinyvth floated his farm produce 
down the Mississippi river on Aathoats, as 
he could obtain a much better price for his 
gram in St. Louis. For two vears he did 
all his farm with oxen, except plowing carn, 
and he also hauled his grain to Muscatine 
with them. 

Mr. Smyth made his home with his par- 
ents until he was married, July 2, 1846, to 
Miss Margaret Mofhtt. of Cedar county, 
Iowa, who was also born in County Tyrone, 
Ireland, in 1826, and was fourteen years of 
age when she came to the United States with 
her parents, William and Bessie (Arm- 
strong) Moffitt. Coming direct to Iowa, 
the family located at Mason's Grove, now 
Cass township, Cedar county, where Mr. and 
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en 


Mis. Moffitt spent the remainder of their 
lives, 

Of the eight children born to our subject 
and his wife, four died in infaney, while the 
(1) John J., born 


mm Marion, Iowa, in 3857, was principally 


others are as follows: 


educated in the public schools of this county, 
but attended Cornell College a short time. 
He is now engaged in general farming and 
stock raising en the old homestead farm on 
section 8, Franklin township. In religious 
faith he is a Presbyterian. He was married- 
in 1879 at Mi. Vernon, to Miss Ella W. 
Warren, who was born in Franklin town- 
ship, her William -and Rosina 
(Neal) Warren, bein early settlers of this 
county. Her tather was a carpenter by 
trade. During the Civil war he enlisted 
in the Thirteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
and died in the service at Vicksburg when 
about forty-Ave years of age. Unto Jolin 
J. Smyth and wife were born four children: 
Helen, Anna and Robert, all living; and 
(2) Wilham A. is a re- 
tired farmer now residing in Mt. Vernon, 
(3) Elizabeth was educated in the public 
schools of Afarion and at Cornell College, 
and resides with her mother at therr pleas- 
ant home in Mt. Vernon. (4) -\nna is the 
widow of Samuel FE. Holden, who died in 
Napa City, California, December 31, goo, 
leaving three children, Robert S., Harold 
i. and Philip S. Mrs. Holden taught for 
several terms in the public schools of Cedar 
Rapids and stood very high in her protes- 
sion, and was also preceptress of Napa Col- 
lege. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smyth began their do- 
miestic life in a log house which he erected 
prior to his marriage on the site of hus 
sou John’s present home. His wife was to 
him a true helpmate, and to her encourage- 


parents, 


Warren, deceased. 
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ment and support he owed not a little of his 
success. From 1852 to 1866 he was a resi- 
dent of Marion most of the time, the greater 
portion of it being spent in a land, banking 
and Jaw offtte. On going into the real 
estate and banking business, he conimenced: 
reading law with his vounger brother, the 
late Colonel Wilhaim Smyth, who came to 
this country in 1843. In 1854 he was ad- 
mitted to the bar, and later became a member 
of the frm of Smyth, Young & Smyth, but 
he engaged only in office practice. In 1866 
he returned to his farm, on which he erected 
a line brick residence that year and which he 
made one of the must attractive places in 
Franklin township. He was a man of ex- 
cellent business and executive ability, was 
nidustriaus, enterprising and progressive, 
and to these characteristics may be attributed 
lis success in life. 

Alr. Smyth: was one of the most popular 
and intluential men of his community, and 
as lis fellow citizens recognized his ability he 
was called upen to All a number of public 
positions of honor and trust. He was the 
first postmaster of Franklin township, which 
was the only olfice in this section for some 
time, and was made township clerk soon 
after it became necessary to have such an 
olfteal. In the fall of 1843 he was elected 
to represent Cedar, Jones, Benton and Linn 
counties i the lower house of the territor- 
ial legislature, and jn 1846 became a member 
of the first general assembly of the state, be- 
ing elected from Benton and Linn counties. 
In 1867 he was elected to the state senate 
by the people of Linn county for a term of 
four years, and was again elected to the 
lower house of the twentieth general as- 
sembly in the fall of INS3. Just forty years 


irom the time he was first elected. THe was 


a member of several important conmittees, 


including the one on constitutional amend- 
ments, which was considered the first of im- 
portance at that time. He was also chair- 
man of the committee for the suppression of 
intemperance and engineered the bill through 
the house. It was said that to his sterling 
principles, wide and watchful diligence was 
due much of the early temperance legisla- 
tion of the state. Ie always stood for tem- 
perance principles and temperance laws, and 
the prohibition law found in him a stanch 
advocate and supporter. 

Mr. Smyth cast his first presidential vote 
for Martin Van Buren. He was an aboli- 
tionist from the start, and in 1852 voted tor 
J. P. Hale. On the organization of the Re- 
publican party in 71856, he joined its ranks 
and always remained a stanch supporter of 
its principles. In the fall of 1861 he was 
appointed by President Lincoln as pay- 
master in the United States army, and held! 
that position until May, 1866, with head- 
quarters at St. Louis and Davenport, Ins pay- 
ments being made in lowa, Missouri. Ar- 
kansas, Kentucky, Tennessee and Abiss:s- 
sippt. During this period he disbursed trom 
the government treasury the vast sum of 
over ten million dollars, and furnished satis- 
factory vouchers for every dollar paid out. 
His public and private life were alike above 
reproach, and he had the confidence and re- 
spect of all with whom he came in contact 
either in business or social affairs. It was 
suid of him that he “was twenty years an 
Irishman, sixty vears an -\merican, and 
eighty years a Christian gentleman.” He 
died on Sunday, April 3, 1898, honored and 
respected by all who knew him. He was a 
Presbyterian in religious belief and an elder 
in the Mt. Vernon church. His advice was 
sought in church councils, as it was always 
wise and practical, while he was simple mn 
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his faith and childlike in his trust. For 
thirty years he was a trustee of Cornell Col- 
lege; with the exception of two years he was 
closely identified with the adinimistrative 
work as a meinber of the executive comniit- 
tee. Not only was he hberal of lis time in 
behalf otf the college, but also gave freely of 
lis tneans to its support in early years when 
contributions were especially needed. He 
was also a member of the hoard of Coe Cil- 
lege for many years. Jt is but just and 
merited praise to say of AMlr. Sinvth, that as 
a business man he ranked with the ablest: 
as a citizen he was honorable. prompt and 
true to every engagement: as a man he held 
the honor and esteem of all classes of peo- 
ple. of all creeds and political proclivities ; 
as a husband and father he was a_ moailel 
worthy of all imitation; unassuming in man- 
ner, sincere it his friendships. steadfast arc 
loyalty to the right. 
Throughout his career of continued and far- 
reaching usefulness, his duties were per- 


unswerving m= his 


formed with the greatest care, and during a 
Jeng life his personal honor and integrity 
were wathout bleniush. 

k 
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JOHN M. REDMOND. 


John M. Redmond. mayor of Cedar Rap- 
ids and a leading attorney of that place. 1s 
aman whose worth and ability have gained 
lim suecess, honor and public confidence. 
He was born in Syracuse. New York, on the 
Sth of April. 1859. his parents being Edward 
and Adelia (Dowd) Redmond. The = fa- 
ther is a native of Dublin, Ireland. and was a 
child when he came alone to the United 
States. about 1846. locating in Svracuse. 
New York. where he followed the saddler’s 


trade. There he married \dela Dowd. who 





was born in Nells, Treland, and they contin- 
ved te make their home in Svracuse until 
coming to Mt. Towa, in 1866. 
There the farher engaged in the harness and 
saddlery business for two vears, and later 
tollawed the same pursuit in Cedar Rapids 
for six years; but in 1895 ‘he returned to 
Syracuse, New York, where he is now liv- 
ing a retired Jife. “he wife and mother died 
AMav £4, 1591, leaving a family of six chil- 
dren, of whom Jahn XM. and George are still 
residents of Cedar Rapids. 

The common schools of Mt. Vernon 
afforded John M. Redmond lus early educa- 
tional privileges, and later he was a student 
at Cornell College, in the same place. He 
then entered the law department of the State 
University. and was graduated in the class 
of TS61, with the degrée of LL. B. The 
same year he was acinitted to the bar, and 
began practice in Cedar Rapids in January, 
1883. as a member of the firm of Smith, 
Powell & Redmond. his partners being Milo 
P. South and J. J. Powell. This connection 
continued about a year, since which time he 


Vernon. 


las heen alone and has successfully engaged 
i general practice before all the courts, 
making for himself an enviable reputation in 
hts chosen profession. His practice is now 
quite large and lucrative. He is interested 
ina number of different business enterprises, 
and 1s now a director of the Peoples Savings 
Rank of Cedar Rapids. 

On the 20th of February, 1895, Mr. Red- 
mond married Miss Channie J. Porter, of 
Cedar Rapids. a daughter of J. 5S. Porter. 
They have a fine home on First avenue in one 
of the best parts of the city. Mr. Redmond 
attends and supports the Christian chureh. 
of whieh his wife is a member, and has taken 
an active part in supporting the charitable 


institutions of the city. 
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The Democratic party has always found 
in Mr. Redmond a stanch adherent, and he 
has heen an active member of the executive 
committee, though he has never neglected his 
professional duties for politics. In 18go0 he 
was elected on his party ticket as county at- 
torney. and ably filled that office two years. 
In March, 1898, he was elected mayor of the 
city, and two vears later was re-elected by a 
largely increased majority, which shows con- 
clusively that his duties were most faithfully 
and satisfactorily performed. = During his 
administration there have been many im- 
portant improvements made in the city in 
paving, sewering and fnanciering.  Fra- 
ternally Mr. Redmond is a prominent mem- 
ber of Crescent Lodge, F. & A. M., in which 
he has held different offices ; and also belongs 
to the chapter and couneil of that order; the 
Odd Fellows’ Lodge, No. 141; the Protect- 
ive Order of Elks; and the Improved Order 
of Ked Men. He has passed through all 
the chairs in the last named society. 


HENRY F. BORGHART. 


Henry F. Borghart, deceased, was num- 
bered among the honored pioneers of Linn 
county, who located here when this region 
Was wild and unimproved. In the work of 
development he took an active part im early 
davs and aided in opening up the county 
(0 civilization. As the years passed he 
faithfully performed his duties of citizen- 
ship and his interest in the welfare and 
Progress Of the community never abated. 
Becoming widely and favorably known he 
nade many friends and hig death was a 
loss to the entire community. 


. Doran ta cam j 
Mr. Borghart was born near Berlin, 
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Germany, on the 3d day of March, 1838, 
and in 1847 accompanied his pareuts on. 
their emigration to the new world, being the: 
Only one of their family who reached years 
of maturity. Coming at once to Linn coun— 
ty, Jowa, the father, Frederick Borghart, 
purchased a small farm of forty acres in Col- 
lege township, on which a leg house had. 
previously been erected. He was in limited 
circumstances on coming to this country, 
but succeeded in his farming operations here 
and after paying for his first tract made 
additional purchases. The mother of our 
subject died on the home farm December 
f2, 1871, at the age of hity-seven, and the- 
tather subsequently married Mrs. Catherine 
Tuhrmeister, and removed to Ely, where he- 
resided for several years, but he died an the 
old homestead in College township in 188g. 
Hrs second wife died at the home of her’ 
son, Andrew Fuhrmeister, in Ely, in 18go. 
College township, 
Frederick Borghart erected a log cabin about. 
fourteen feet square. in which the family 
hved until \ugust, 1849, at which time a 
tornado swept over this section of the state- 
and completely demolished the cabin, sweep- 
ing it entirely away and: destroying all the 
furniture, scattering the bedding and cloth- 
ing bevond recall, and rendering the fam- 
ily completely homeless. \When the tornado 
struck the cabin, the parents and their son, 
Heury F., our subject, were in bed. 


On, bis apnival fn 


They 
were blown several feet from the site of the- 
cabin, and although they were partially cov- 
ered with broken timbers, their mjuries were 
sheht and they recovered in a few days’ 
tune. After the storm was over the neigh- 
bors gathered together and assisted in re- 
building the cabin, and the family then oc- 
cupted it until 1857, when a larger and. 


more conunodivus dwelling was crected. 
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Henry F. Borghart began his education 
in the schools of Germany, and after coming 
to this country attended the public schools 
of College township, Linn county, for a 
time. He grew to manhood’ amid pioneer 
scenes. The father first 
wagon and a team of oen in I[llinois, and 
then ferried them across the river at Alusca- 
tine. Our subject aided! in the arduous 
tusk of transforming the wild prairie land 
into richly cultivated fields, and he and his 
father carried on the farm together for some 
time. Later he purchased it. and as he suc- 
ceeded in his agricultural labors he added 


purchased his 


to it from time to time until at his death he 
owned Ave hundred and forty acres in the 
home tract and lands in other places, which 
he had placed under excellent cultivation 
aid iunproved by the erection of some good, 
substantial buildings. He carried on gen- 
eral farming quite extensively, and was also 
His 
prosperity was due to hard labour and good 


successiully engaged in stock raising. 


management, and he well merited the success 
that attended his efforts. 

In 1861 Mr. Borghart married Miss Jane 
Iulrimeister, who died in 1872, leaving 
three children, who grew to maturity, name- 
ly: Amelia, wife of George Smith, of Col- 
lege township; Frederick, also a resident of 
College township; and Martha, wife ot 
Henry Wilkins, of the same township. 
They were all educated in the public schools 
near their childhood home. 

On the 24th of October, 1875, My. 
Borghart was again married, his second 
union being with Mrs. Louisa (Niles) 
Lierce, a native of Erie county, Pennsyl- 
vania, and daughter of Henry and Cathier- 
ine (Pulis} Niles, and the widow ot Rob- 
ert Pierce, by whom she bore one son, 


Izrnest, born December 14. 1869, and who 





is now a Jand owner of Sac county, Iowa, 
but residing at Lytton, in the same state. 
Airs. Borghart was one of the early teach- 
ers ol Linn county, and followed -that pro- 
fession for some ten or twelve years. In 
1860 her father brought his family to this 
county and for a time was engaged in farm- 
ing in College township, but finally sold his 
farm there and removed to Sac county, Iowa. 
Subsequently he returned to Linn county, 
and died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. 
Borghart, in College township, February 2a,. 
1895, at the age of eighty-two vears. His 
wite, who was bern April 18, 1816, still 
survives him, and continues to reside with 
her daughter. Mr. 
and consistent Christian 
Prairie Baptist Church 
through his influence and that of his hrother- 
in-law, \aron B. Pulis. In lus family were 
five children: A. C., who was a soldier of 
the Civil war and was killed in the battle of 
Winchester; Williaml., who served four 
years in the Union army and is now engaged 
in farming in Sac county, Lowa; George, 
also a resident of Sac county; Louisa, now 
Mrs. Borghart, and Elnora J., who married 
Mortimer JTulce and died December 6, 1900. 
By his second marriage Mr. Borghart had 
four children: Jennie, George, and Katie 
and Matie, twins. 

Mr. Borghart died on his farm June 6, 
T&g3. and was laid to rest in College town- 
ship cemetery. In politics he was a Demo- 
crat, and being a very influential and pop- 
ular man in his community he was called 
upon to fill several local offlces. He took 
a very active part in church work as a mem- 
ber of the United Evangelical Church, of 
which his wife was also a member, and was 
officially connected with the same for many 
It was mainly through his untiring 


Niles was an earnest 
the Belle 
organized 


and 
was 


vears. 
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labor and influence that a church was or- 
ganized and maintained in College town- 
ship. and he was also a very active worker 
in the Stunday-school, being the superin- 
tendent many years. 

In 1897 Mrs. Borghart removed to Cedar 
Kapids in order to give her children better 
educational advantages than the country 
schools afforded, and purchased the home 
which they now occupy at 1r02 South First 
street, west. As the children will graduate 
trom the high school in the spring of gor, 
itis her intention to return to the farm in 
College township. She is a woman of good 
business and executive abilitv, and to her 
aul and encouragement not a little of Mr. 
iorghart’s success was due. She is highly 
esteemed wherever known, and has made 
many friends during her residence in Cedar 


Rapids. 
ee 


A. W. VONDRACEK. 


A. W. Vondracek, a prominent hardware 
merchant of Cedar Rapids, enjoys the well- 
earned distinction of being what the public 
calls a “self-made man,’’ and an analyzation 
prise, well-directed effort and honorable deal- 
ing have been the essential features in his 
prosperity. - 

Mr. Vondracek Was born in Johnson 
county, Iowa. Mareh 15. 1872, and is a son 
of John and Marie (Sedlacek) Vondracek, 
beth natives of Austria, though they were 
married in Towa City. They came to the 
United States in 1866, landing in New York. 
After their marriage they locateedl in John- 
son county, where the father followed farm- 
ing until his death, which occurred July 16, 
1892. The mother is stil! living, and con- 


tinues to Carry On the farm. She also has 


charge of the postoffice at Gregg, of which 
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her husband was postinaster fur six years. 
Our subject is the third in order of birth 
in their family of twelve children, nine sons 
and three daughters, all of whom are still 
living with the exception of Joseph, who 
was drowned, June 15, 1891, at the age of 
twenty-one years. 

A. W. Vondracek was the 
home farm and was educated in the country 
schcols of the neighborhood. At the age 
of seventeen he went to Danforth, Iowa, to 
take a position as salesman and traveled 
throughout the country selling a miscellane- 
ous stock of goods for one year. At the 
age of nineteen he came to Cedar Rapids in 
search of employment, and being unsuccess- 
ful he accepted a position as bar-tender with 
George Stary, with whom he remained one 
year, still continuing Ins search for other 
work. Later he was emploved by Is. Z. 
Bontty, a dealer in farm unplements, and 
three months later commenced clerking in 
the shoe department of The Fair, but re- 
mained there only one month. 

Having saved some money, and feeling 
the need of a better education, Mr. Von- 
dracek then entered the Cedar Rapids Busi- 
ness College, where he took a thorough 
course in its various branches of learning. 
Being offered a position by Heomatko Broth- 
ers, retail grocers, he relinquished his studies, 
aud was in the employ of that firm for one 
year. In 1892 he accepted the position of 
manager of the Bohemian Grocery on the 
west side, and served in that capacity for 
three vears. On the r4th of January, 1895, 
he formed a partnership with \V. H. Stepa- 
tek, as dealers in general hardware, bicycles, 
sporting goods and groceries on the west 
side. and took charge of the grocery and 
hardware departments. Two years later 
they disposed of their grocery stock and es- 


reared oft 
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tablished a branch house in the old post- 
office building at the corner of Second ave- 
nue and Second street. At first their floor 
Space was only 20x80 feet, but on account 
Of an increase in trade more space was need- 
ed. and it was found necessary to secure 
the adjoining store room, so that they now 
have 4ox8o feet. On enlarging: their store 
thev moved their entire stock from the west 
side in the fall of 1897. The firm does a 
Jarge wholesale business in bieycles and 
sporting goods, and Mr. Stepanek represents 
that department on the road most of the 
time during the winter season. Tn 1899 they 
added a stock at dry goods, but on account 
of their limited space soon disposed of the 
same, 

On the 12th of September, 1895, Mr. 
Vondracek married Miss Victoria L. Sevcik, 
whois the third in order of birth in a family 
ot tour children, one son and three daugh- 
ters. Sheis a native of Schuvler, Nebraska, 
and a daughter of Ielix J. and Margaret 
Sevycik, both of whom were born in Austria. 
and came to America early in life, being mar- 
ried in Wisconsin. The tather 1s a black- 
smith by trade, and is now a resident ot 
Cedar Rapids. 

In his political aflliations Mr. Von- 
dracek is a Republican. Socially he is an 
honered member of the Woodmen of the 
World, and the Knights of Pythias, and is 
one of the charter members of Cedar Rap- 
ids Lodge. No. 98. Jle is well known as 
a straightiorward and reliable business man 
and well deserves the success that has corte 
to him. 





WILLIAM H. TIARRISON. 
The subject of this sketch, who is suc- 
cessfully engaged in agricultural pursuits 
on sections 27 and 28, Bertram township, 
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was born in this county, on the 18th of 
September, 1859, and 1s a son of Jacob and 
Ardelia (Look) Harrison, natives of New 
Jersey and New York, respectively. He- 
was born in West Milford, Passaic coun- 
ty, New Jersey, February 16, 1835. They 
were married in the latter state, at Paint- 
ed Post, and in 1856 started for Kan- 
sas, but on reaching Mt. Vernon, Iowa,. 
they decided to stop on account of the 
For some 
time Mr. Harrison was engaged in cut- 
ling tinber, and also worked for a time 


mother being in all health. 


In the Bellen sawmill and then rented a 
farm, being engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits until 1863, when he went to Idaho 
duriug the gold excitement in that. state. 
When he left for the mountains he sent his 
famuly to New York, and about the close of 
the Civil war he rejoined them in that state, 
bringing them back to |.inn county, Towa. 
He purehased what is now known as a part 
of the Caldwell farm, in Bertram township, 
on which he lived for ten years, and in 
1885 bought the James Berry farm of two. 
hundred acres, which he disposed of, though. 
he afterward moved to another farm, where 
he lived for nine years. His first wife died 
October 2, 1890, and was buried in Mt 
Vernon. He subsequently spent one year with 
a married daughter on the old home farm, 
and then went to California. Ie has since: 
been back and forth a number of times, but 
has resided permanently in that state since 
his second marriage with Mrs. Millie Kup- 
ple in the fall of 1899, having sold his pos- 
sessions in Iowa. The children by his first 
union were -\lmeda, wife of Walter Berry, 
of Bertram township; W. H., eur sub- 
ject; Mary wife of Frank Brown, who 
lives on the old homestead! farm; Jacob: 
J., who married Hannah Berry and lives in 
Bertram township; Lucinda J., wife of 





W. H. HARRISON. 
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—— 


Frank Thompsou, of Marion township; and 
one who died in infancy. 

\W. II. Harrison only attended the sub- 
scription schools until ten years of age, and 
then commenced hauling railroad ties and 
logs on his father’s farm, there being con- 
siderable timber upon the place. He re- 
mained under the parental eroof until his 
marriage, which was celebrated at the home 
of the bride in Bertram townslup, March 
30, 1880, the lady of lis choice being Miss 
Jennie Berry, who was born in this county, 
April 11, r861. Tler tather, Robert Berry, 
was born in Ohio, July 4, 1828, a son ot 
Samuel and Mfarv (Emmons) berry, the 
former of Trish, the latter of English de- 
scent. On starting out in life for himself 
he first followed farming and later engaged 
in railroad contracting for a tine. Coming 
to Lowa in 1851, he purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres of land in Bertram township, 
linn county, which has now been lis home 
for half a century. In his farming opera- 
lions he has met with remarkable success, 
and in stock raising has also prospered, hav- 
ing been extensively engaged in that indus- 
try. He added to Ins original purchase 
trom time to time unti] he owned nearly one 
thousand acres of valuable farming land. 
His is one of the model! farms of the county, 
beng supplied with all modern improve- 
ments and accessories known to the pro- 
gressive farmer of the present century. In 
the spring of 1901 he rented his farm and 
removed to Cedar Rapids, where his time 
is taken up attending to his numerous busi- 
ness interests. My. Berry was married in 
this county, April 25, 1854, to Miss Nancy 
Thorington, who was born near Crawfords- 
ville, Montgomery county, Indiana, July 4, 
1834, a daughter of Alexander and Martha 
(Webb) Thorington, natives of Maryland. 
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Eight children were born of this union, 
namely: Walter H. married Rachel Harri- 
son and resides on a farm in Bertram town- 
ship; Charles E. married tirst Luella Byers, 
and second Lina Morrison, and is also a 
farmer of Bertram township; Jennie E. is 
the wife of our subject; Addison A. married 
Ella Hunter and makes his home in Mt. 
Vernon; Robert Orvillé married lKachel 
Cory and lives on a farm in Marion town- 
ship; William Jasper married Bertie H. 
Hutchinson and fives on a farm in Bertram 
township; Jolin Frederick married Ida Me- 
Cloud and resides in Cedar Rapids; and one 
died in infancy. The parents of these chil- 
dren are members of the Methodist churelt 
and are most estimable people. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Harrison were born 
the following children: Robert J., born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1881; Eva, born January 1, 18835, 
Edna M., who was born May 2, 1885, and 
died March 18, 1895; William H., who 
was born December 11, 1887, and died 
Mareh 5, 888; Nellie, born July fg, 
i890; Myrtle, born September 3, 1594; 
and Ruth, born April 29, 1897. 

For a year and a half after his marriage 
Mr. Harrison rented a farm ai lis father, 
and then purchased forty-eight and a halt 
acres of Jand in Bertram township, on which 
he lived for about three vears and a hall. 
On selling that place he returned to the old 
homestead, where the following year was 
passed, and then rented a farm ol lus father- 
in-law. After residing thereon for one year 
he removed to Mt. Vernon, where he was en- 
gaged in the livery business for about three 
years. He traded lis property there tor 
three hundred and twenty acres of land im 
Dakota, and on disposing of that bought 
twenty-nine acres of timberland im t]113 
county, making his home thereon for two 
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years. At the end of that time he returned to 
the farm on sections 27 and 28, Bertram 
township, where he now resides. This place 
had been given to Mrs. Harrison by her 
father. He has made many valuable im- 
provements upon the place, including the 
erection of a splendid residence with modern 
conveniences, and has also built good barns, 
cattle sheds, etc. He devotes considerable 
attention to buving, feeding and _ selling 
stock, and from this branch of his business 
clerives a good income. 

Mr. Harrison attends the Methodist 
church, and is a member of Star of Bethle- 
hem Ledge, No. 3, K. P., of Mt. Vernon; 
Trojan Lodgé, No. 6, A. F. & A. M., of 
Marion: and Bertram Lodge, No. 534. 
I. 0. O. F., of Bertram. He is a stanch sup- 
porter of the men and measures of the Dem- 
ocratic party, believing that its principles 
are best calculated to advance the interests 
of the people. He has filled the offices of 
township trustee and school director, and is 
now serving as school treasurer of Bertram 
township. He is one of the most popular and 
influential citizens of lis community. 


FRANK M. ROGERS. 


Numbered among the energetic and pros- 
perous farmers and stock raisers of Ber- 
tram township is Frank M. Rogers, who 
carries on his chosen occupation on section 
2, He was born on the 13th of April. 
1844, in Allegany countv. New York, of 
which state his parents. Stillman and Rachel 
(Soper) Rogers, were also natives. There 
the mother died in 1844 during the infancy 
of our subject. and four years later the fa- 
ther married Sally Graves, who was born in 


the saine State and died in 1884. The fa- 
ther’s death occurred in 1892. By his first 
union he had seven children, namely:  §E, 
Allen, who served through the Civil war as 
a member of Company I, One Hundred and 
Fighty-ninth New York Volunteer Infantry, 
married Susan Graves and resided in Will- 
ing, Allegany’ county, New York. John, 
who served through the war as a member of 
the Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 
married Amelia Withey, and also lives in 
Willing, New York. Josiah. who was a 
member of the Sixty-fourth New York 
Regiment. married Amelia Withev and 
makes his home in Willing. Maria mar- 
ried Charles Chaste. who served in the 
First lowa Cavalry and afterward went 
she now makes 
Alinnesota. 


west, dying in Wyoming. 
her home in Martin 
She has two sons, one of whom is with 
the army in the Plulippines. and_ the 
other is in the Klondike. Sarah married 
William Guinnip, who died in the service of 
his country while a member of a New York 
regiment, and in 1868 she wedded James 
George, now a resident of East Chain, Mar- 
tin county, Minnesota. George, who served 
four years and nine months in the First Iowa 
Cavalry, wedded Mary Williams, who died 
in 1894, and he lives in Mt. Vernon, this 
county. Frank M. completes the family. 
Until nineteen years of age the subject 
of this sketch attended the district school of 
New York. and worked in a sawmill for a 
number of years, after which he purchased 
twenty-five acres of land and turned his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits. On the 
1gth of June. 1864, he. too, joined the boys 
in blue, becoming a member of Company I, 
One Hundred and Fighty-ninth New York 
Volunteer Infantry, which was mustered i 
at Elmira, New York. and was then ordered 


county, 
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to Washington, D. C. From there they 
went to Center Pount, near Richmond, Vir- 
ginta, and did scout duty in that locality un- 
til Lee’s surrender. Mr. Rogers participated 
1 the battle of Hatchie’s Run, the Weldon 
Railroad raid, and the engageinents at Five 
Forks and Gravel Run, and was mustered 
out and discharged at Elmtira, New York, 
June to, 186s. 

Mr. Rogers was married, September 30, 
1863. to Miss Margaret M. Sawyer, who 
was born in Independence, Allegany county, 
New York, February g, 1846, a daughter of 
Elder Joel C. and -\limtra Kimbel Sawyer, 
also natives of the Empire state, where they 
made their home throughout life. The fa- 
ther. who was a minister of the Universalist 
church, died in 1882, and the mother de- 
parted this life in 1881. Mrs, Rogers was 
the second in order of birth in their family 
of three children. Her brother, Rev. Charles 
Sawyer, married and one night just four 
weeks after his marriage he, his wife and 
his wife's father were accidentally drowned 
in the Connecticut river by driving off a 
ferryboat. Mrs. Roger's sister, Mary, 
wedded Chester Brownson, and for her sec- 
ond husband married George Keeler.. She 
died at their home in Blaine, W ashington. 

Our subject and his wife are the parents 
of seven children: (1) Lenora A., born in 
Allegany county, New York, May 6, 186s, 
is now the wife of C. H. Emerson, of Rock- 
ford, Ulinois, and they have one child, 

lanche. (2) Lillian E,, born in New York, 
May ar, 1867. is the wife of Charles Linder, 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. and they have 
two children, Pearl and Isabella. (3) Her- 
bert L., born in Minnesota, july 3. vé7a; 
wedded Mary Mattine and lives in Minne- 
apolis. (4) Chester C.. porn in NIinnesota, 
October 31, I875, assists his father in the 
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operation of the home farm. During the 
Spanish-American war, he enlisted Jane 27% 
1898, in Company F, Forty-ninth Iowa Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and contracting typhoid 
fever while in the service, he was sent home 
on a furlough and was ill for seven weeks. 
He was finally discharged on account of dis- 
ability December 26, 1898. (5) George W., 
born in Minnesota, September 13, 1878. 
(6) Elsworth L., born in Wisconsin, June 
12, 1886, and (7) Hazel E., born in Ber- 
tram, Linn county, Iowa, June 7, 1892, are 
all at home. 

Tn. 1869 Mr. Rogers removed from New 
York to Martin county, Minnesota, where 
he took a homestead and proved up his claim; 
remaining there until 1883, when he sold his 
farm and went to East Troy, Walworth 
county, \Visconsin. There he purchased a 
gristmill, which he operated for nearly six 
years, and on disposing of that came to Linn 
county, lowa. He first bought a farm of 
one hundred and one acres on section 2, 
Bertram township, and on selling that pur- 
chased another farm of one hundred and 
eiglty-four acres near Marion, known as the 
Andy Safely farm, which he subsequently 
sold. He next bought a part of the Blaine 
estate, consisting of one hundred and sixty- 
nine acres on section 4, Bertram township, 
and later purchased eighty and a half acres 
where he now resides. This is within the 
corporate limits of Bertram and has been 
laid off in town lots. Here he has a nice 
home, a good orchard and all modern im- 
provements. and: is now practically hving a 
retired life. while his sons carry on the farm. 
In connection with general farming he has 
engaged in raising a high grade of horses. 
cattle and hogs for market, and has met with 
good success in lus undertakings. 

Fraternally Mr. Rogers is a member of 
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Marion Lodge, No. 6, «A. F. & A. AL; isa 
charter member of Bertrain Lodge, No. 534, 
IO. O. F., im which he has filled all the 
chairs: and also belongs to \W. C. Diminit 
Post, No. oo, G. A. R. In his political af- 
hhations he is a stanch Republican, and was 
the second trustee ever elected on Ins party 
ticket in LDertram township. While a resi- 
dent of Silver Lake, Martin county, Alinne- 
sota, he served as justice ef the peace for 
a munber of years, and was also supervisor 
for four years. He is a public spirited citi- 
zen, and takes a deep and commendalle in- 
terest 11 all enterprises calculated to prove of 
puble benefit. 





GEORGE 7, HEDGES. 


Lhis gentleman is entitled te distinction 
as ane of the most enterprising and pro- 
gressive men of Linn esunty, and lias for 
almost twenty vears been proniunently identi- 
fied with the iiterests of Cedar Rapids. 
Upon the commercial activity of a com- 
munity depends its prosperity and the men 
who are now recogiized as leading citizens 
are thease whe are at the head of extensive 
business enterprises. Alr. Hedges is a man 
of broad capalnlities whe carries forward 
to successful completion whatever he un- 
dertukes., 

A native of New York. he was born 
near Red Creek, Wayne county, December 
TQ, 1851, aud is a son of David T. and 
Cynilna (Titus) Hedges. and a grandson of 
Samuel (Talmage) Hedges. 
The grandmother was a cousin of 1. De 
Witt Talmage. In early life her husband 
folowed school teaching unt] about 1820, 
when he removed to Voughkeepsie, New 


and lary 
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York, and purehased a farm. turning: his. 
Subse- 
quently he went io Wayne county, that. 


attention to agricultural pursuits. 


state, when it was considered the far west, 
al bought another farm, on which he spent. 
the remainder of his life. Samuel was a 
family name, it being also borne by the. 
great-grandtather of our subject. 

David T. Hedges. our subject's father,, 
was born at Southampton, Lone Island,. 
New York, Octuber 27, 181g, and accom- 
pamed his parents on their removal toe 
Poughkeepsie, Wayne county, New York, 
where he grew to imanhood ant married 
Miss Cynthia Titus about 1842. She was. 
died when 
The. 


home 1th 


an orphan at an early age, and 
our subject was only six years old. 
jather continued to make 
Wayne county until 1860, when he removed 
fo the 


his 
northeastern corner of Cayuga 
county, New York, where he resided until 
conimg to Cedar county, lowa, in 186y. 
Here he followed farnung and stock rais- 
Ing, and did much to introduce a better 
-\t the time 
of his death he was one of the directors of 
the First National Bank of Pipton. He: 
took an active and conunendable interest 
in public affairs, and served as one of the. 
supervisors of his county. In religious be- 
het he was a Presbyterian, to which church 
the mother of our subject also belonged. 
He died in Cedar county, December 4, 1895. 
Por his second wife he married Miss Jane 
Hamilton, who still survives ‘him. 

George T. Hedges began lis education. 
in the common schools of Cayuga county, 
New York, and after the removal of the 
family to this state attended the high. 
school at Durant, Cedar county, and the 
academy at Wilton. He then aides his. 
father on the farm until 1877, when he went: 


grade of stock into the state. 








to Iowa City and took a course in the law 


department of the University of Iowa. where 
he was graduated the following vear with 
the degree of LL. B. Tle was admitted ta 
practice both in the Iowa and United States 


courts, and opened an office in Geneva, Ne- 


braska, where he remained until the spring 


of 1882, 


[i was then that Mr. Hedges came to 
Cedar Rapids and entered the real estate 
business, being in the employ of a= Mr. 
Young for four vears and a half. “During 
that tame he beeame thoroughly familiar 
with the business in all tts cletails, an dsince 
then has engayed in the same line on his 
own account. Fle handles principally Cedar 
Rapids property, and has made a success of 
it from the start. having built up the largest 
real estate business of any firm in the city. 
for some years he has made judicious in- 
vestinents for hunself, as well as handling 
a large amount of preperty for other per- 
sous, and has been interested in a number 
of subdivisions of the city. He was one 
Of a syndicate of five who bought forty- 
three thousand acres of land in Mississippi 
three years ago, and have since disposed 
to advantage of over thirty thousand acres. 
Mr. Hedges has also dealt extensively in 
land in northwestern lowa. He was one 
of the organizers and president of the Cedar 
Rapids Auditorium Company, which built 
the auditorium at this place in LSYyg- 1 goo. 
Jt is the second largesf building of the kind 
in the state, having a seating capacity of 
thirty-five hundred; is built of brick and 
cost thirty-Ave thousand dollars. = Mr. 
Hedges is also president of the Cedar 
Rapids & Marion Telephone Company, 
Which has exchanges here and lines to Ma- 
nen, and has one theusand subscribers in 
Cedar Rapids, and it was the means of bring- 
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ing down the rates in the city forty per 
cent. Hes president of the Kilborn Paper 
Company for manufacturing sensetized plo- 
tographic and developing paper. 

On the 9th of September. 1874, Mr. 
Tledges was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary D. Gabriel, of Cedar county, Iowa, 
a daughter of I. N. and Cleopatra Gabriel; 
and to them were born three children: Harry 
T., who is now his father’s partner in busi- 
ness; Nellie, a student at Lake Forest Uni- 
verstty; and Horace G. The family have a 
beautiful home at the corner of Third av- 
enue and Twellth street, which was built 
by Mfr. Hedges six vears ago. They at- 
tend and support the Presbyterian Church. 

In politics Mr. Hedges was always a 
Democrat until the question of free silver 
became a national issue, since which time 
he has voted with the Republican party. In 
the spring of 1897 he was elected alderman 
for the second ward, and has since served 
as president of the council and charrman of 
the judiciary coninuttee. He has also been 
a member of the finance committee. Dur- 
ing lis administration the water works quies- 
tion has come prominently before the people, 
and the city has bought the property on 
whieh the old city hall stands, as a site for 
a new city hall, largely through the efforts 
of Mr. Hedges. Three different fire sta- 
tions have been built, and the apparatus for 
the same has been largely increased. Mr. 
Hedges is past chancellor of the Knights 
of Pythias fraternity, and a director of the 
Masonic Temple .\ssociation. He took an 
active part in the erection of the temple, the 
lot and building of which cost one hundred 
and ten thousand dollars. The record of 
lis life is that of a man who through lis 
own well directed efforts has worked his 
way upward toa position of allluence. Its 
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life has been one of industry and persever- 
ance, and the systematic and honorable 
business methods which he has followed 
have won him the support and confidence of 
ns fellow citizens, During his residence in 
Cedar Rapids he has championed every 
movement designed to promote the general 
welfare, has supported every enterprise for 
the public good, and has materially aided 
in the advancement of all social, educational 
and moral interests. 





JOHN R. GARDNER, M. BD. 


Among the medical practitioners of 
Linn county, none have been more success- 
ful in the treatment of various diseases 
than thts well-known physician and surgeon 
of Lisbon. He is a native of Iowa. born 
in Johnson county, September 23, 1875, and 
is a son of Enos Howard and Susan M. 
(Marshall) Gardner, natives of New York 
and Ohio, respectively. They were married 
in the latter state, where they continued to 
reside until coming to Iowa in 1866, when 
thev took up their residence in Johnson coun- 
ty, the father buying one hundred and sixty 
acres in Union township. To the improve- 
ment and cultivation of that place he de- 
voted lis energies until called to his final rest 
in the spring of 1881, at the age of forty- 
eiglit years, his remains being interred in the 
Unity Church cemetery of Johnson county. 
The mother now makes her home in Jowa 
City. 

In the family of this worthy couple 
were erght children, namely: Howard, who 
married Addie Mangus and lives on a farm 
in Hayes county. Nebraska; Marv, wife of 
C. W. Drake, a farmer of Johnson county, 
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Jowa: Allen, who marriech I‘lorence Reeve 
and resides on a farm in Dundee county, 
Nebraska; Charles, who married Laura 
Reeves and is engaged in farming in John- 
son county, this state; Herbert, who married 
Jenme Groves and is engaged in the prac- 
tice of dentistry at Wilhamsburg, Iowa coun. 
ty; Lucy F., who is teaching in the public 
schools of Iowa City; Jolin R., our subject; 
and Grace, wife of Dr. A. W. Howe, a 
practicing physictan. of Des Moines, Iowa. 

During his boyhood Dr. Gardner pur-. 
sued his studies in the district schools of 
Johnson county until twelve years of age, 
and then attended the Towa City Academy 
and the Commercial Schoo! of Short Hand, 
both of Iowa City, graduating from the 
latter institition with the class of 1893. 
He then entered the medical department of 
the lowa State University, and in the spring 
of 1897 took a special course in bactereolo- 
gy, graduating from that institution with 
the degree of M. D., in 1899. He then re- 
ceived the appointment of resident physician 
in the State University Hospital at Iowa 
City, and after holding that position for one 
year came to Lisbon and opened an office. 
In the middle of March, 1900, he went to: 
Davenport to take charge of the srallpox. 
pest house, and remained there one month: 
hefore coming to Lisbon. He treated a 
number of serious cases of smallpox and: 
never lost a patient suffering with that dread 
disease. Since coming to Lisbon he has. 
been eminently successful, and has already- 
built up a good practice which is constantly: 
increasing. He is now serving as health: 
officer of the city. 

In the spring of 1893 Dr. Gardner joined’ 
the Iowa National Guards, becoming 4 
meniber of Company I, of the old Second’ 
Regiment. The following year he was. 
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made corporal; in 1897 was promoted to 
sergeant; and in April, 1898, became first 
sergeant, in which capacity he served dur- 
ing the succeeding eight months. During 
that time the company was inustered into 
the United States army at Des Moines, 
May 17, 1898, and was sent to Jacksonville, 
Florida, to be in readiness to take part in 
the Spanish-American war if their services 
were needed. They were then under the 
command of Major-General Lawton, and: 
afterward beeame a part of the Seventh 
Army Corps under brigadier-General Fitz- 
hugh Lee. They remained in camp at 
Jacksonville, Florida, from the 23d of May 
to the 13th of September, and then returned 
to Des Moines, where they were mustered 
out November 30. During his service the 
Doctor had a severe attack of typhoid fever. 
In March, 1899, the order came for the 
lowa National Guard to reorganize, and he 
re-enlisted at Iowa City in Company I, 
Fitueth Regiment, and was unanimously 
chosen captain of his company, but in No- 
vember. 1900, he resigned on account of the 
Increase in Its practice and a change of 
location. He held the state championship 
as a sharp shooter, and in a contest at the 
fille range in Cedar Rapids he won the 
United States iMarksmanship as a crack rifle 
shot. In this practice he has few if any 
equals in Iowa, 

Xeligiously Dr. Gardner is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church of Lisbon, 
and is secretary of the Bible Association. 
He also helongs to Benjamin Franklin 
Lodge. A. F. & A. M., which has recently 
been organized in Lisbon; the Iowa Legion 
ot Honor; the Modern Woodmen Camp at 
Jowa City: and Corinth Lodge, No. 24, K. 
P.. of the same place, in which he has served 
as vice-chancellor. In politics he is a Repub- 
ican. He has already become widely known 
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in Lisbon and the surrounding country, and 
is held in the highest regard by lis many 
friends here and elsewhere, 





JAMES BUFORD SPEALE. 


This well-known and successful agri- 
culturist residing on section 19, Grant town- 
ship, was born in Kentucky, on the 20th 
of December, 1830, and is a son of John Kk. 
and Julia A. (Raley) Speake. The father 
was also born in that state, August I, 1800, 
and about 1836 removed to Illinois, where 
he engaged in farming on rented Jand until 
coming to Linn county, Iowa, in 1840. He 
entered one hundred and sixty acres of wild 
land on section 19, of what is now Grant 
township, but then formed a part of \Wash- 
ington township, and he also entered a tract 
of one hundred and sixty acres of tunber 
land in Benton county. Throughout life he 
continued to make his home in Grant town- 
ship, Linn county, and placed the farm under 
a high state of cultivation. In politics he 
was a Republican, and for eight years accept- 
ably filled the office of justice of the peace. 
He died September 1, 1876, honored and re+ 
spected by all who knew -him, and was laid 
to rest at Urbana. Benton county. His wite, 
who was a native of Virginia, passed away 
in 1866, and was buried at the same place. 

In their family were eleven cluldren, 
namely: Thomas Jefferson, who died in 
3enton county, in 1893; Elizabeth, wife of 
John Bryson; Bernard G., a resident of 
Kansas; James, our subject; Charles C., 
who died in Benton county, in 1893: Ke- 
becca Jane, deceased ; Cordelia, wife ot Louis 
Gates, of Harrison county, lowa: Maria 
Ann, wife of Hiram Carpenter, of Jefferson 
county, Iowa; Lyman Beecher, who died 19 
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infancy; George Washington, a retired far- 
mer of Rockford, Uhnois: and Eliza Ellen. 
wife of Ezekiel Polen, a farmer of Harrison 
county, Lowa. 

During the residence of the fanny in Dh 
ylois James LB. Speake attended its public 
schools, and after commg to Jowa pursued 
his studies in the schools ot.Center. Point 
and the distriet schaols of Grant townslip. 
Linn county, until twenty vears of age. He 
worked on the home farm until TS64. when 
he went to Montana and engaged in gold 
mining. but not meeting with suecess im 
that venture he returned to this county atter 
an absence ot a year and-a half... Por a time 
he engaged in carpentering in Grant town- 
ship, and then purchasel sixty-six acres of 
land in Benton county, forty two acres of 
which was wild prairie, while the remaimder 
was covered with timber. On selling that 
place he bought one hundred and sixty acres 
al dand in Grant township, Linn counts, 
From ins father and made lis home thereon 
until 1887, when he went to Arkansas and 
engaged in farming for a vear and a halt. 
Ile then returnecl. to this county and lived in 
Walker until 1894, when le again located 
on his farm on section 19. Grant township. 
spending twa vears there. The following 
three years were passed at Walker, but suntce 
then he has resided upon Ins farm and suc- 
cessfully enguged in tts operation. 

In 1860, Mr. Speake married Miss Re- 
becea Gillan, who ched two vears later, and 
the two elildren bern of this union are also 
deceased, the remains of all being interred 
at Center Point. He was married in 1876 
to Miss Laura F. Green, who died in 188g. 
and is buried at Walker. They adopted three 
children, two of whom died in’ Arkansas. 
wittile the other died in Walker. Jn 1&g2 
Mr. Speake was again married. Ins third 
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union being with Miss Tfattie N. Ford, a 
daughter of Ie. f. and Mary.S. Ford, natives 
of Massachusetts and Ohio, respectively. 
Her parents came to [owa in 1870, and first 
located in Linn county, and new reside in 
Grant township. Their children, were Ed- 
ward, a resident of Tlanulton county, lowa; 
Ilattie N., wife of our subject; Louis, a 
resident of the state of Washington: Enos, 
of Hanulton county, Towa; George, of Elgin, 
Lowa; Frank, who died in infanev; Tred, 
of Independence, lowa: Bessie, a school . 
teacher residing with our subject; aad Mary, 
who also lives in Grant township. Unto 
Mr. and Mfrs. Speake have heen born three 
children, Nina Ruth, Myrtle Vienna and 
Fiazel. 

Since attaining his majoritv. Mr. Speake 
has alwavs been a stanch supporter of the 
Republican party, and he served as clerk of 
Washington township when Grant townslup 
still formed ‘a part of it. Both he and lis 
wife are members of the Free Alethodist 
church and are people ai the lughest re- 
spectability who have a host of warm friends 
throughout this county. 





JOSEPH SUTHERLAKT COOK, 


The fnancial and commercial history 
of Cedar Rapids would be very incom: 
plete and unsatisfactory without a personal 
and somewhat extended mention of those 
Wwhase lives are so closely interwoven with 
the development of the business interests of 
the city. For many years the city had no 
more prominent or influential business mat. 
than Mr. Cook, whose attention was prin- 
cipally devoted to the wholesale dry goods 
aud grocery trace, but he was also identt- 
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fied with other husiness enterprises which 
avere of material benefit to the city. 

Mr. Cook was born in Argyle, Washing- 
fou county, New York. on the oth of April, 
T828. and was a son of Dr. Kobert and 
Elizabeth hese gene Cook, the former 
born near Albany, New York, and the Jat- 
ter it Canada, a daughter of Captain Suth- 
erland, of the Briush army, who was a 
Seatchman by birth. Dr. Conk was success- 
fully engaged in the practice of medicine 
util the partial loss of his evesight com- 
pelled his retirement when about htry years 
of age. Both he and his wife died in 
Jamestown, New York. In their fam- 
ily were ten children, who reached man 
and womanhood. namely: Janet. wife 
of Morgan Dates, at one time leuten- 
ant-vovernor of Michigan; Mary Ann, 
wie of Wilham Harsha. a prominent 
printer and publisher of Detroit, Michigan; 
Isabel. wife of a Mr. Burns, also a printer: 
Miargaret. wife of Augustus F. Allen, a 
prominent real estate owner and politician 
of Jamestown, New York; Edward. who 
died at the age of twenty-two vears: Eliza- 
beth, wife of Professor W. A. Bradshaw, 
af Jamestewn, New York; Charlotte, also 
a resident of that place and the widow of 
James M. Brown, who was killed. in the 
Civil war while serving as colonel of the 
One Hundred and Twelfth New York Vol- 
unteer Infantry; J. Sutherland. our sub- 
ject: Alexa J.. wife of John raham. a 
Wholesale paper merchant of New York 
city and a resident of Brooklyn; and 
Thomas Z.. a very popular citizen of Cedar 
Rapids, who was elected mavor af the city 
at the age of tw entv-seven vears. 

Mr. Cook is descended from good old 
Revolutionary stock. and from records of 
the Society of Cincinnati furnished ly the 





secretary general, Asa Bird Gardiner. Sep- 
tember 4, 1893, we glean the following: 
Thomas Cook enlisted August 24. 1777. for 
three tears as a private in the Fourth Com- 
pany, Third Regiment, New York Conti- 
nental Infantry, under Captain Abraham 
Swartwout and Colonel Peter Gansevoort, 
of Albany, and the following April was or- 
dered with his regiment to Old Fort Stan- 
on the Mohawk river (the present site of 
Rome, New York), where he assisted in re- 
pairing the defenses. He part cipated in 
the gallant defense of that fort. which last- 
ed from the 2nd to the 22nd of August, 
1777, when the siege was raised and the 
enemy hastily retreated. Private Cook was 
probably with the detachment of two hun- 
dred men under Lieutenant-Colonel \Willett. 
wlio made an impetuous and successful 
sortie against a portion of the Br tish lines 
during the battle and captured twenty-one 
wagon loads of spoils and five standards 
which were nailed to the flag staff under- 
neath the improvised American Nag made 
from the blue cloth cleak of Captain Swart- 
wout, a red flannel petticoat of one of the 
women of the garrison, and white shirts of 
the men. Mr. Cook continued with his 
regiment at this post for two years, and 
took part in an expedition April 18. 1779. 
under Colonel Goose Van Schaick against 
the Onondaga Indians. which was quite suc- 
cessful. He was also in Major General 
John Sullivan’s expedition against the Six 
Nations, which started out June 30, 1779. 
and defeated the Indians and their Tory 
allies at New Torn, near Elmira, New York. 
on the 29th of August, that year. Later 
they joined the main Continental army in 
New Jersey, and on the 7th of December 
began building winter quarters near \Lor- 
ristown, where they remained during the 
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They were under General Wash- 
ington in several engagements in that state, 
terminating in the battle of Springfield, in 
June, 1780, and the following month took 
post in the Highlands of the Hudson, and 
subsequently proceeding to Fort Edward, 
New York. Mr. Cook's term of enlistment 
expired August 24, 1780. when he was hon- 
Orably discharged, but appears to have re- 
enlisted for four months longer, as he served 
until January 1, 1781, when he was mus- 
tered out. The official records show he was 
subsequently, in 1781, taken prisoner, which 
-accords exactly with family tradition. The 
place of capture is not stated. but he was 
probably captured in the Ind an incursion 
into Lryon county, in July, 1781. After the 
Revolution he resided for a time at Owasco, 
Cayuga county, New York. 

The following was copied from notes 
ina “Poor Will's Almanack” for the year 
1779, now in possession ef our subject's 
Aunt Mary Ann Harsha, she having re- 
ceived the same from Aunt Margaret Cook 
NMeCleary, a daughter of Thomas Cook, 
the Kevolutionary hero. He was born De- 
cember 26, 1747, and arrived in New York 
December 15, 1764. On the 31st of July, 
1769. he wedded Mary Ann Mehon, who 
was born February 7, 1750, and arrived in 
New York, June 15, 1763. He died Feb- 
ruarv 19, 1789, and his wife departed this 
hite October 2, 1807. In their family were 
the followmg children: John, who was 
born June 15, 1770, and die: September 
28, 1771; Thomas, who was born Novem- 
ber 30, 1771, and died March 6, 1773; Ed- 
ward, born April 19, 1774; Robert, born 


winter. 


September, 1775; Morgan. born March 
16. 1778; Thomas, born February 4, 
1781; Mary Ann, born September 13, 


1783; Walliam. who was born Novem- 
ber 5, 1785, and died May 24, 1787. 

The subject of this sketch was seven 
years of age when he accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal from ls native town 
to New York city, where he attended school 
until he began his business career as clerk 
in a mercantile establishment, where he was 
employed for two years. He then went to 
Jamestown, New York, to live with a sister, 
and pursued huis studies in an academy there 
for a time. He also clerked in the post- 
office at that place and at the age of twenty 
years becume interested in the manutacture 
of woolen goods, wear 
and fHannels. Upon the breaking out of 
the Civil war the firm also made army sup- 


including men’s 


phes and blue goods for uniforms, ai- 
though Mr. Cook severed his connection 
with the company in 1857 and came to 
Cedar Rapids, which at that time was a 
small place. but he had faith im its future 
development and at once became identi- 
its business interests, succeed- 
ing lis brother Thomas Z. Ccok as general 
merchant at this place. At that time there 
were no railroads here, and all goods were 
shipped to lowa City, whence they were 
hauled by wagon to Cedar Rapids. Shortly 
after locating here he embarked in the gro- 
cery business and his first load of coffee and 
tea was brought to this place on the first 
steamer from St. Louis that came up the 
Cedar river. He did a wholesale as well 
as a retail business in those early days, sell- 
ing lis goods to the smaller dealers from 
the little towns surrounding Cedar Rapsds. 
He was often called up at twelve an.| one 
o'clock at night to pack a load of goods 
for some of these customers. With this 


Start he soon built up a large wholesale 
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trade and became one of the leading busi= 
ness nen of the city. 

Mr. Cook began business on Jowa av- 
enue, now [irst avenue, but in 1862 re- 
moved to a building which he erected on 
Commercial street, now First street. In 
1871 he formed a partnership with P. C. 
Frick, under the hrm name of J. S. Cook: 
& Frick, and the company became widely 
known throughout [owa and the northwest. 
Owing to a largely increased bus ‘ness, he 
erectedl a more comimodious building on the 
corner of First avenue and Fourth street 
in 1876, and three years later he started a 
wholesale dry-goods and notion house in 
the same block, admitting as a partner in 
this business J. W. Augsbury in 1881, un- 
der the firm style of Cook & Augsbury. 
They had one of the finest and largest stores 
for jobbing purposes in the state. Besides 
ls interest in the wholesale dry-goods and 
grocery business, Mr. Cook also had large 
real estate interests in Cedar Rapids. He 
Was one of the original organizers of the 
First National Bank. and a stockholder of 
the Merchants’ National Bank and other 
corporations. He was also a director of 
the Cedar Rapids National Bank, the Cedar 
Rapids Water Company, and the Cedar 
Rapids Electric Railway Company. He 
materially aided in building the first rail- 
road that came into the city, and assisted 
I Many improvements tending to the up- 
building of the city. 

On the 23d of September, 1861, was 
celebrated the marriage of Mr. Cook and 
Miss Vallissa L. Burnell, a native of James- 
town, New York, and a daughter of Madi- 
son and Sarah (Spurr) Burnell, who were 
also horn in the Empire state. but were de- 
scended from old Massachusetts families. 
The former was born February 10, 1812, 





and the latter April 9, 1814. The pro- 
gemitor of the Burnell family in America 
probably came from Ireland a couple of 
centuries ago. In early life Madison Bur- 
nell studied law in the office of Judge R. 
P, Marvin, of Jamestown, New York, and 
later was graduated from the A'bany Law 
school. He successfully engaged in the 
practice of his profession at Jamestown for 
nmlany years, and was also prominent in 
public affairs, serving several terms as a 
mentber of the New York legislature. He 
passed away at Jamestown, December 8, 
1865, and his wife, who long survived him, 
ched at San Diego, California, April 8, 
1897, at the age of eghty-three years. In 
their family were three children. of whom 
Mrs. Cook is the oldest. Meiverton died 
at the age of nimeteen years. Ella E. mar- 
ried Charles Hazeltine, of Jamestown, New 
York, and died in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, where they were living at that time. 
She left two children: Irene, wife of 
George Douglas, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
and Burnell, a resident of Muinneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cook were born five 
children, namely: Isabella A., now the wife 
of Ward C. Favorite, of Chicago; Ella J., 
wife of E. H. Smith, of the Farmers’ In- 
surance Company, of Cedar Rapids; Mar- 
garet B., wife of Colonel William G. Dows, 
who is now representing this district in, 
the state legislature, and by whom she has 
two children, Sutherland Cook and Mar- 
garet Henrietta; Sarah Elizabeth, a resi- 
dent of New York citv; and Robert Suther- 
land, who is now taking a preparatory course 
at Lawrenceville, New Jersey, with the ine 
tention of entering Princeton College. 

Mr. Cook died on the 22nd of February, 
1899, and was laid to rest 1n Oakh ll cem- 
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etery., Cedar Rapids. Tle was a niember of 
the Birst Presbyterian church, and socially 
Was connected with the Masonic fraternity. 
This political support was always given the 
men and measures of the Republican party. 
and he never withheld Ins aid from any en- 
terprise which he believed would prove of 
public beneht. Endowed by nature with a 
sound judgment and an accurate. discrim- 
inating mind, he feared not that laborious 
attention to the details of business so neces- 
sary to achieve success. and this essential 
quality was ever guided by a sense wf moral 
right which would tolerate the employment 
only of those means that would bear the 
most rigid exanunation by a fairness of 
mention that never sought nor required 
disguise. His personal honor and integrity 
were without blemish and he had the respect 
and conhdence of all with whom he came 
In contact either in business or social life. 


i 
CORSELIUS DACY. 


The subject of this sketel is now living 
a retired Ite with his brother-in-law, Pat- 
rick Sullivan, in Aft. Vernon. He was born 
in County Cork, Ireland, in August. 18231, 
his parents, Cornelius and Catherine (Cay- 
lorher) Daey, being life-long residents of 
that county. They had seven children. all 
ol whom came to America, but nothing is 
now known of two of then. The others 
were James, who married Johanna Mahanna 
and beth died in DBosion, Massachusetts; 
Marv. wife of Patrick Sullivan, of Mt. Ver- 
non, lowa; Timothy, who married and died 
in Boston; Jolin, who married Margaret 
Curtain and resides in Green Isle township, 
Sibley county, Minnesota; and Cornelius, 
eur subject. 

Mr. Dacy of this review had little op- 
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portunity to attend school as only the wealth- 
ier class could afford to pay the tuition, there 
heing no tree schools in Ireland during: his 
bovhood. At an early age he commenced 
herding cattle, at three shillings for three 
months work. Subsequently he was em- 
ploved on a farm, working principally among 
he cattle. In the fall of 1846, at the age of 
iiteen vears, he sailed from: Queenstown, 
Ireland, on the Britrania, a sailing vessel, 
which was seven weeks in crossing the ocean, 
meeting with five severe storms, in which 
1 was thought all on board would perish. 
The ottcers would shur the passengers in 
the hold of the vessel, where they had but 
ittle to eat until the storm was over, but 
all reached the new world in safety. 

Qn landing at St. John’s, New Bruris: 
wick, Myr. Dacy found that he had not a 
cent remaming, and before coming to the 
Lonited States he worked at odd jobs in 
Canada for seven weeks. He then went to 
Boston, where he was employed to take 
charge of the horses in a feed stable for one 
vear, and later worked on a farm fur three 
vears. He next went te Columbus, Ohio, 
where he was employe as section hand 
on the Olio Central Railroad at eighty cents 
per day for two years, and then went further 
down the road to Zanesville, where he re- 
mained the sane length of time. Going to 
Ulinois, he next chopped wood one year, 
and at the end of that time came to Daven- 
port, Iowa, where he worked at driving piles 
with the bridge gang of the Rock Island 
Railroad, remaining with them until the road 
reached Jowa City. He then returned to 
Rock Island, and worked on the road run- 
mug from that place to Campbell for one 
Mr. Daey next spent two months at 
De Witt, Iowa, and from there went to Clin- 
ton, which at that itme contained only a few 


year. 
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houses. and there engaged in teaming im 
connection with the grading at the streets 
as they had begun to lay out the town. 
After remaining there eight months he re- 
turned to De Witt. where he was employed 
on a farm for two years. 

Mr. Dacy next went to New Orleans, 
where he worked on the levees seven months, 
and Jater worked on a farm in Wentucky 
one year, at the end of which time he re- 
turned to New Orleans, where he again 
worked on {he levees seven months. From 
there he went to Galveston, Texas, and 
later to Houston, that state, where he was 
emploved in a warehouse three vears, and 
on a section of the Housten: & San Antonio 
The following year 
he engaged in chopping wood in Texas, and 
then returned to New Orleans, whence he 
went to Cuba, where he was employed in 
digging ditches and putting down gas pipes. 
He was delighted with the country and its 
climate, and believes that this rich island 
will be of great benefit to the United States 
in the production ef cotton, tobacco, oranges, 
bananas, ete. Corn will not bear in that 


Railroad two years. 


country although it will grow as lugh as 
eight feet. The inhabitants of the island 
when Mr. Dacy was there were halt savage, 
and in traveling over the country one had to 
have a passport and interpreter, though 
Americans were well thought of. 

After spending eight months in Cuba, 


Mr. Dacy returned to New York, and fron: 


there sailed by way of Aspinwall and the 
Panama route to Francisco. Near 
that city he was engaged in digging potatoes 
for one dollar per day and board for two 
months, and then returned to San Francisco, 
Where he was employed in driving a teain 
for one year. 


San 


Subsequently he. engaged im 
farm work in California for seven years, and 
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then went up in the mountains near Virginia: 
City, Nevada, where he worked in a quartz 
mill one year. At then end of that time he. 
returned to New York, and from there came 
to Bertram, Linn county, lowa, where he: 
was employed in piling wood one year, and 
assisting Patrick Sullivan at the pumping, 
station the same length of time. 

Mr. Dacy next bought eighty acres of 
unbroken pratrie Jand in Benton county,. 
Towa, for five hundred dollars, but atter 
two months spent there, he sold out and re- 
turned to this county, and purchased fifteen. 
acres of timber land, from which he cut the 
timber and suld it to the railroad company 
for ties. After one year spent in Bertram 
township, he removed to Lisbon, where he 
worked as a section hand two years, and the 
following year engaged in shoveling coal for 
the locomotives. .At the end of that ume 
he bought a farm of forty-six acres in Bert- 
ran township, which he operated for five 
years, and on disposing of that removed to. 
Linn township, where he engaged in farming 
and feeding cattle for six years, owning 
forty acres of land in that township and 
the same amougt in Bertram township. On 
selling out he bought eighty-six acres i the 
latter township, and later added to it thirty 
acres, making a good farm of une hundred 
and sixteen acres. In 18y9g he rented his. 
jand and has since lived a retired life with 
his brother-in-law, Patrick Sullivan, in Mt. 
Vernon, having never married. Te is a de- 
yout member of the Catholic church and a 
stanch supporter of the Democratic party 


and its principles. 
————__—_—_ + o—_—_—* 


JOHN £.. GABLE. 
Since 1883 this gentleman has been 
identified with the interests Ot 
Cedar Rapids as manager of the lumber- 


LL 
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yard of Fay Brothers & Company, and is 
also president of the Consumers’ Coal Corn- 
pany. He was born in Perry county, Penn- 
sylvania, October 6, 1852, a son of John and 
Ishizabeth (Eby) Gable, also natives of the 
Keystone state. On coming west in 1864 
the father located in Carroll count, Illinois, 
where he purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of improved land and engaged in 
farming for two vears. He then removed to 
Lost Nation, Clinton county, Jowa, where he 
bought two hundred acres of partially im- 
proved land, ani to its further development 
and cultivation at once turned his attention, 
remaining there until 884. He next owned 
and operatecl a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres 19 Mahaska county, Iowa, for 
twelve vears, Dut since then has lived a re- 
tired life in Keokuk county, enjoying a well- 
earned rest. 
of age. while his wife is sixty-nine. 

Unto this worthy couple twelve children 
were born, all of whom are still living, 
namely: John I2., our subject; J. H., a resi- 
dent of Dennison, Iowa; Mrs. L. H. Peck, 
of Olin, Iowa; W. A., of Lamartine, Colo- 
rado; R. M., of Lost Nation, Iowa: Mrs. 
l'rank Gillam, of Ollie, Iowa: Mrs. Daniel 
Kaminer, of Monmouth, Iowa; Mrs. Emma 
Eby, also of Monmouth; G. A., of New 
Sharon, Iowa; f. A., of Hunt, Idaho; E. L., 
of New Sharon and B. J., of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. On the r4th of September, 1900, 
this family held a most enjovable re-union 
at the home of their parents, three miles 
northeast of Ollie, Keokuk county, at which 
all of the children and thirty-three grand- 
children were present. At that time the 
ages of the children range frony twenty-five 
to forty-eight years, and their average 
weight was one hundred and eighty-one 
pounds. Many of them had not seen each 


Te is now seventy-five years 
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other or their parents fur a number of years, 
and the meeting was therefore a joyous 
one. It is remarkable in so large a family 
there has never heen a death and from the 
fact that no physician has ever been called 
upon to attend them professionally as all 
enjoy most excellent health. 

John I. Gable began his education in 
the public schools of his native state, and 
at the age of twelve vears accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Illinois, and 
two years later to lowa, in which states he - 
continued studies for a_ time. 
He remained at home, assisting in the farm 
work until twenty years of age, and then 
learned the carpenter’s trade, which he fol- 
lowed at Lost Nation, 
Iowa. 

In the meantime Mr. Gable was united 
In marriage with Miss Heala Leimbaugh, 
a daughter of Adam and Elizabeth Leim- 
baugh, of Elwood, Iowa, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, of German ancestry, and was 
the tather of nine children, all of whom are 
still living. Mr. and Mrs. Gable have four 
children, namely: Frank R., who is secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Consumers Coal 
Company, and has charge of the mining 
and shipping of the coal, with office at Cedar 
Rapids and mine at Jerome, Iowa; Ed- 
ward B., bookkeeper for his father and for 
Fay Brothers & Company; Otis A., who is 
working in the lumber yard with his father; 
and QOnolee, who is attending the Cedar 
Rapids high school. 

After working at the carpenter’s trade 
for seven years, Mr. Gable purchased the 
lumber business of F. E. Moses at Lost 
Nation, and conducted it for three years. 
In 1883 he came to Cedar Rapids, arid with 
Mr. F. M. Thompson purchased a Half in- 
terest in the lumber business of C. F. Fay 


literary 


for seven years 
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& Co., the frm name being then changed te 
Fay Bros. & Co., Messrs. Gable and Thomp- 
son having practically the entire charge of 
the business from that tune to the present. 
The principal yards are at the corner of 
Fourth avenue and First street, where they 
occupy one-half block, and carry a large 
stock of all kinds of lumber. They ‘have also 
a branch yard, occupying one-fourth block 
on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road. The firm is both the oldest and larg- 
est in the city. At the time of the organiza- 
tion of the Consumers Coal Co., Mr. Gable 
hecaine one of its first directors, the com- 
pany buying the mines located at Jerome. 
Iowa. One year later, in 1899, Mr. Gable 
was made president of the company, a posi- 
tion which he still holds. The company 
gives employment to an average of forty- 
five men, while at times it has on its pay 
rolls sixty-five men. 

Mr. Gable has a pleasant home at Fourth 
avenue and Eighth street. In politics he is 
a Republican. 





A. B. SKILLMAN, M. D. 


In early lffe Dr. Skillman successfully 
engaged in the practice of medicine and 
surgery, but for several vears has clevoted 
his time and energies to farming in Bert- 
ram township. He was born on the 28th of 
June, 1839, in New Jersey, of which state 
his parents, Dr. Peter and Louisa (Beek- 
man) Skillman, were life-long residents. 
their home being at Harlingen. The father 
died April 1, 1888, at the age of eighty years, 
the mother in the spring of 1886. They had 
hve children, namely: Alfred, who died in 
New York City; Cornelius, a farmer. of 
Harlingen, New Jersey; A. B., our subject; 
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John C., who married Mary Vandervere 
and 1s engaged in mercantile business in 
New Brunswick, New Jersey; and Rachel, 
a resident of Harlingen. Dr. Skillman’s 
maternal great-grandfather was Col. Cruser, 
who was an officer in the Revolutionary war. 
The Doctor also had a cousin who was with 
General Washington when he crossed the 
Delaware river. 

Dr. Skillman received his primary edu- 
cation in subscription schools, and later at- 
tended the public schools of Harlingen, 
New Jersey. At the age of thirteen he en- 
tered the Pennington Seminary at Penning- 
ton, that state, where he was a student for 
two years, and subsequently attended Pro- 
fessor Hofford’s grammar school at Bever- 
ly, near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for a 
year. Jor two terms he pursued his studies 
at Rutgers College in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, and next entered the Albany Medical 
College, from which he was graduated with 
the degree of M. D. in 1863. 

The Civil war being then in progress, 
Dr. Skillman entered the service in the med- 
ical department and was first assigned to a 
hospital in New York, but later was con- 
nected with the Central Park ‘hospital at 
Chattanooga, and a_ hospital in Atlanta. 
He next went to Savannah, and from there 
to Jacksonville, Florida, and then to W’ash- 
ington, D. C., where he was discharged. 

After three months spent at his old home 
in New Jersey, Dr. Skillman came to 
Marion, Iowa, in the winter of 1865. and 
later located in Bertram. Becoming tired 
of the strain both on the mental and physical 
powers of the physician. he at length gave 
up practice and turned his attention to farm- 
ing, though he was subsequently engaged 
in practice at Sloan, about twenty mules east 
of Sioux City, Iowa, in 1876 and 1877. For 
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some years he rented a farm in Bertram 
townslup. Linn county, but in 1883 rem@ved 
to Dakota, where he conducted an elevator 
and engaged in buying grain for the firm of 
Bassett, Hunting & Company, of Chicago, 
for two years. At the end of that time he 
returned to tlus county and 
cultural pursuits 11 Bertram township. He 
also raises horses, cattle and hogs tor market. 

On the 13th of December, 1865, in Bert- 
ram township, was celebrated the marriage 
of Dr. Skillman and Aliss Aura Moore. who 
was born in Indiana, January 24, 1847. 
Her parents, James and Lavina (Phelps) 
Moore, were natives of New York and Ohio, 
respectively, and were married in Geneva, 
Ohio. In 1853 
up their residence on a farm in this coun- 
tv, where the father died in fanuary, 1887. 
The mother is stull living and now resides 
daughter, MIrs. P. F. White, in 
Cedar Rapids. Ties had seven children, 
namely: Sylva, who died at the age of sev- 
enteen vears; Joseph, who married Hester 
Burge und both died in Bertram township; 
Lafavette, who 
a resident of 


restuned agri- 


they came west and tovk 


with her 


Aura, wife of our subject; 
married Elsie Harmon, 
Denver, Colorado, and was killed in a wreck 
while a conductor on the Chicago & North- 
western Railroad; John F., who resides in 
Chicago and is now traveling auditor for 
the Great Northern Railroad; Nate, wife of 
Thomas White, of Tillamook, Oregon; 
Frankie, widow of P. If. White and a resi- 
dent of Cedar Rapids; and Minnie, who died 
in intaney. In early days the father of this 
fannly shot many a buffalo on the prairies 
of this state. \When he first came to this 
state there was not a house in Cedar Rapids, 
and Council Bluffs contained but a few log 
cabins. 

There were five 


VWOAY 


> children born to Dr. and 
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Mrs... Skillman, as follows: Addie, born May: 
3r, 1867, died August 17, 1867; Alfred,. 
born Marcli 30, 1869, died October 31, 1872;. 
Lula, bora July tf, 1873, is attending Cor- 
nell College, Mt. Vernon. She has also. 
engaged mi teaching. school having taught. 
twenty-five terms; lrancis,.born September 
10, 1875, 18 at home, but will soon finish a 
course in bookkeeping and stenography;. 
and two who died in inianey. In 1870, 
the Docter. lns family, 
crossed the plains to Colorado with a team, 
and covered wagon, taking with lim forty 
head of cattle. It required thirteen weeks 
to make the trip. 

Socially Dr. Skillman is a member of 
Stedman Post, G \. K., of Springheld, 
South Dakota, and at one time was also 
connected with rhe Independent Order ot 
Odd Fellows. On national issues hv usually 
supports the Republican party, but 1s only an 
advocate of its principles when he believes. 
they will advance the best interests of the 
people. He has always refused to hold public: 
office but is well qualified to fll any position 
to which he nught he elected. 


accompanied by 


MRS. JULIA A. BROWN. 


Mrs. Juha A. Brown, widow of Horace- 
Nathan Brown, has been a resident of Linn. 
county since 1854, and during all these 
years has made her home on the farm where 
she now lives. Jt is one of the most de-- 
sirable places in Brown township. being a 
valuable and well improved tract of five: 
liundred and eighty-five acres on section 
32, conveniently located within two mules 
of Springville. 

A native of Ohio, Mrs. Brown was born 
i] what is now Ashland county, and 1s @- 














HORACE N. BROWN, 
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MRS, JULIA A. BROWN. 
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daughter of Lemuel and Ruth (Hardinger ) 
Chapman, both natives of Pennsylvania, 
who when young removed te Olio and 
were there married. They mace their home 
in Ashland county, where the father was 
engaged in farming throughout his active 
business life. Ilis wile survived him a 
number of years, he dying in that county, 
while his widow died in DeKalb county, In- 
diana. They were the parents of thirteen 
children, namely: Wilham, who died in 
Ohio; Nathaniel and Daniel, who both died 
iu Linn county, Jowa; Alrs. Sarah Bemmen- 
derfer; Julia A., of this review: \Vilson, a 
resident of Michigan; Mrs. Elizabeth Bem- 
menderter; Mrs. Alary Duncan, cleceased; 
Lewis, a resident of Indiana; AIrs. Nancy 
shadrick, of Nebraska; Mrs. Jane Duncan, 
deceased; Ifllen, who resides with Mrs. 
Lrewn; and Richard, a resident of Ohio. 

Mrs. Brown spent her early life inher 
native county and when'a voung lady came 
10 Linn county, lowa. in 1853, to visit her 
brother. Nathaniel Chapman, one of the 
first settlers of this county. She returned 
t6 Ohio in the fall of the same year, and 
Was there married December 22, 1853, to 
Horace N. Brown, who was born in Erie 
county, Pennsylvania, April 6, 1822, and 
Was qiute young when he came to Iowa. 
Ilis father, Nathan Brewn, was a native of 
Westchester county, New York, and was 
marned in Onondaga county, that state. 
On coming west in 1838, he first located in 
Geneva, Kane county, Illinois, and two vears 
later came to Linn county, lowa, taking up 
his residence in Brown township, which was 
named in his honor. Alrs. Brown's husband 
assisted in building the first school house in 
Linn township, where he pursued his studies 
for a time, his sister being the first teacher 


employed there. 
24 


Mr. and Mrs. Brown became acquainted 
while she was visiting her brother in this 
county. They began their domestic life 
upon a tract of Jand in Grown township, 
which he had previously entered, and on 
which he ereeted a hewed-log house, making 
it their home for a few years, while he ap- 
ened up and improved his farm. Subse- 
quently it was replaced by a neat and com- 
modious residence; two Jarge barns and 
other outbuildings were also erected; and 
truit and shade trees were planted. As time 
passed and he prospered in lus farming 
operations Mr. Brown added to the original 
tract until he owned nearly seven hundred 
acres of rich and arable land all in one body. 
Iie alwavs gave considerable attention to 
the raising and feeding of cattle and hogs 
for market, and some seasons fed as lngh: 
as one hundred head ot cattle and five hun~ 
dred hogs upon his farm. He was one of 
the most energetic and successful agricul- 
turists and stock dealers in the eastern part 
of the county. He continued in active busi- 
ness up to the time of his death, which oc- 
curred in the spring of 1893, and he was 
laid to rest in the Springville cemetery by 
the side of lus parents. 

In his political afhlhations Mr. Brown 
was a Democrat, but he never cared for 
official honors. Ii early life, however, he 
served as justice of the peace and was presi- 
dent of the school board for a number of 
vears. He also filled the office of county 
treasurer one term prior to his marriage, 
having been elected to that position soon 
after attaining his majority. Ie was a be- 
liever in Prohibition and often made tem- 
perance speeches, while religiously he was a 
consistent and faithful meniber of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. He was a Knight 
Templar Mason and a prominent member of 


4So 


the order. Asa citizen he was public-spirited 
and progressive, ever ready to aid in any 
enterprise calculated to advance the tinter- 
ests of his township or county, and was 
recognized as one of the leading citizens of 
the community. 

On the death of her husband Mrs. Brown 
took charge of the farm and business. and 
in the successful management of her affairs 
has displayed wonderful business and execu- 
tive ability. As a foreman she employs 
John McAtee, who has superintended the 
operaiion of the farm for the past eight 
vears. and also worked on the place for sev- 
eral vears prior to her husband’s death. Al- 
though she has no children of her own she 
has reared four, two otf whom were her 
brother's chiklren. All ave now grown and 
married with the exception of one. She has 
also given homes to several others, and her 
place is often called the Orphans’ Home. 
She, too, is an active and devout member of 
the Methodist [Episcopal Church, and gave 
liberally toward the erection of the church 
and parsonage at Springville. Quiet and 
unassuming, she delights in aiding those in 
need and has given generously to suffering 
humanity and worthy causes. She stands 
igh in the community where she has so 
Jong made her home, and those who know 
her best are numbered among her warmest 
friencls. 


WILLIAM H. O'HARA. 


William IT. O'Hara, of the firm of 
O’llara Brothers, who are among the larg- 
est railroad contractors in the west, is an 
example of one, who, without extraordinary 
family or pecuniary advantages at the com- 
inencement of life, has battled earnestly and 
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energetically, and by indonntable courage 
and integrity has achieved a success as a 
business man, enabling him to retire from 
active contracting. 

Mr. O'Hara was born in Clinton county, 
New York, October 13, 1840, a son of John 
and Catherine (Spallon) O'Hara, both na- 
tives of Ireland. From the Empire State 
the family removed to Wisconsin, where the 
lather eugaged in farming and contracting 
for some years. and atter lis sou located in 
Cedar Rapids he came to this place, where 
he ched at the ripe old age ot seventy-eight 
years. He was alwavs a very active man 
up to within a few vears of lis death. His 
wite died in Benton county, Towa, at the 
age of seventy-live vears. Only three of 
their nine children are now living, namely: 
John, a contractor living in Chicago, Hh- 
nois; Wilham H., our subject; and Edwin 
IX., a resident of Cedar Rapids. 

During his boyhood William [. O’Hara 
had but limited edueational advautages, and 
he grew to manhood on the home farm. 
Tle accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval to Wisconsin, and at the age of twenty 
years commenced work on the railroad as a 
laborer. But his faithfulness to duty soon 
won him promotion and he worked lis way 
steadily upward until in a few years he 
hegan taking contracts for construction work 
and was soon operating on a large scale. 
Tle worked in many of the western states 
on the Chicago & Northwestern, the Chica- 
go, Rock Island & Pacific, the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul and many otfier railroads, 
and his faithfulness and efficiency in full- 
filling contracts was the best aclvertisement 
for his work. In 1866 he came to Cedar 
Rapids and purchased property, this place 
being conveniently located for his work. In 
1891, however, he removed to Chicago, 





J 


| 


eS 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 4gt 
a 


where he made his home for seven years, 
while stil engaged in his chosen oceupa- 
tion, but in 1898 he returned to Cedar Rap- 
wis. and 1s niow Itving’ a retrred life at this 
place. \Vith his brother, he took large con- 
tracts ot railroad work from the grading 
to the laving of rails. He has likewise done 
a great deal of burlding, both residences and 
several blocks in the business center of Cedar 
Rapids, and has been a large real estate 
owner in the city. 

In 1876 Mr. O’Hara married Miss Lydia 
Barker, who was born in Detroit, Michigan, 
but was then living in Burlington, Towa. 
Unto them were born five children but two 
are now deceased. Those living are Thomas 
J.. who graduated from the Chicago schools 
and is now at home; Henry and Edwin, also 
at home. In fis political views Mr. O’Hara 
is a strong Republican, and an active party 
worker, though never an aspirant for office. 
He ts a member of the Catholic chureli and 
takes an active part in church affairs, while 


his wife is quite a prominent member of the 


women's societies of Cedar Rapids. He was 
an early member of the church of the Iim- 
maculate Conception, and a liberal supporter 
in the erection of the chureh. 





PATRICK SULLIVAN, 


Patrick Sullivan, a well-to-do and highly 
esteemed citizen of Mt. Vernon, who is now 
living a wetired life. was born in County 
Waterford, Treland, August 11, 1833. a son 
of John and Ellen (Healy) Sullivan. who 
Spent their entire lives in that county. In 
their family were tour children. and the twa 
daughters are probably still residents of Ire- 
land. John came to America with our sub- 


ject and located in Newark, Ohio, where he 
was employed as bookkeeper in a distillery, 
but has not been heard of for some vears. 

Our subject's opportunities for obtaining 
an education were limited as the schools of 
his native land were conducted on the sub- 
scription plan, and his parents being in Jim- 
ited circumstances were not able to pay his 
tuition. At the age of twelve years he com- 
menced herding cattle for a half crown for 
three months work, which he thought was 
good wages at the time. He was tls eur- 
ploved tor a year, and for the following five 
years was engaged in repairing county roads, 
his father having a contract to keep a section 
of road in repair. Our subject would break 
and haul rock for this purpose. Later he 
engaged in farm work for two vears. 

In 1853 Mr. Sullivan went to Liverpool, 
where he took passage on the Cornelia, a 
sailing vessel of the Black Star Line. and 
after a voyage of seven weeks and two days 
Janded in New York. They encountered a 
number of severe storms, when it was 
thought that the vessel would he lost; the 
hatches were battered down; and the pas- 
sengers could get very little to eat until the 
storin abated. There were four hundred 
people on board, of whonr five died during 
the passage and were buried at sea. One 
baby was born during the voyage. On land- 
ing in New York, Mv. Sullivan took a New 
York & Erie train to Dunkirk, New York; 
then crossed Lake Erie to Cleveland: and 
from there went by train to Columbus, Ohio: 
where he found work on the Olno Central 
Railroad at ninety cents per day, remain- 
ing there two years. 

In the spring of 1855 Mr. Sullivan went 
to Rock Island. Hlmais, where he remained 
during the following summer and tall, and 
then went to De Witt, Towa, where he en- 


tered the employ ot the Chicago, Iowa & 
Nebraska Railroad, whieh was afterward 
sold to the Galena, Chicago Union Railroad 
Company, and still Jater became a part of 
the Chicago & Northwestern system. He 
spent three years at that place, and in the 
spring of 1858 came to Mt. Vernon, where 
he chad repair work for the same road for 
one year, and then was promoted to the po- 
sition of water pumper, pumping the water 
by hand for five vears at Bertram, at the end 
of which time the road put in a horsepower 
pumping apparatus. and he bought two 
horses, having charge of the pumping station 
at that place fhree years longer. During 
that time he received eighty-five dollars per 
month, which were the best wages he ever 
made. \Vhen the read abandoned the pump 
at Bertram, he removed to Lisbon, where 
he had charge of their steam pump for four- 
tech years, Or until TSSG. when he severed 
nus connection with the ratroad. and turned 
is attention to farming. having purchased 
thirty acres of land in Bertram township. 
VTe added to this from time to time until 
he now owns two hundred and thirty acres. 
When it came into his possession a part 
of the Jand was covered with stumps, but he 
cleared and improved it, until it is now under 
He built two 
good houses upon the place, large barns and 


a lugh state of cultivation. 


cattle sheds, and engaged in stock raising in 
In 1892 
he removed tu Mi. Vernon and bought two 
acres Of land in the eity, where he has a 


connection with general farming. 


most beautiful home, strrounded by tall 
cedar irees, and here he is now living a re- 
tired life, enjoving a well earned rest in the 
nudst of all the comforts which makes life 
worth the living. 

At the old Catholic chureh in De Witt, 
Clinton county, Iowa, August 14, 1837, Mr. 
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sullivan was married hy Rev. Father Me— 
Dermott, to Mrs. Mary Quinn, a native ol 
County Cork. Ireland, and to them were- 
born two children, but the older died in in- 
fancy. James, born September 10, 1859,. 
is now holding an excellent position at Kan-. 
kakee, [Ilinois, as train master fur the Cli- 
cago division of the Hlinois Central Rail- 
road, and receives a salary of one hundred. 
and fhity dollars per month and expenses, 
Fle was married in 1888 by Farher Me 
Laughlin to Miss .\gnes Donahue. of Clin-- 
ton, lowa, and they have one eluld, Albert. 

Mr. Sullivan has never cared fur political 
office, and votes for the men and measures. 
which he heheves are for the best interests 
of the working people. Of late years lie has. 
supported the Republican party. In religious. 
faith he is a Catholic, and is a man highly 
respected and esteemed by all who know 
him. 


WILLIS G@ HASKELL, 


Willis G. Haskell is a leading representa- 
tive of the business interests of Cedar Kap- 
ids, being proprietor of the largest coal and 
wood yard at that place. O£ excellent busi- 
ness ability and broad resources, he has at: 
tained a prominent place among the sub- 
stantial cilizens of the community, and is. 
a recoguized leader in publie affairs. He has- 
won success by lis well-directed, energetic 
ettorts, and the prosperity that has come to- 
Jum is certainly well deserved. 

-\ native of Iowa, Mr. Haskell was born 
in Bradtord, June 5, 1837. His father, Ed- 
win A. Haskell, was born in Massachusetts, 
and as a young man came west, first locating 
in Chicago, Illinois, being one of the early 
merehants of that citv. Later he removed to- 


Sa, 
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Rockford, Illinois, and there married Eliza 
Holmes. It was about 1850 when he located 
in Bradford, Iowa, before the railroad was 
butt through that place, and he became one 


<oi its proneer merchants. being successfully 


engaged in busimess at that place until after 
the Civil war broke out. He was in the 
Union service for about three years as a 
member of the Fourth Towa Cavalry, and 
on lis return home resumed mercantile pur- 


suils. Selling his property in Bradford he 


later removed to Grand Junction, Colorado, 
where he died, but there his widow still 
resides. 

During lus boyvliood Willis G. Haskell 
pursued his studies in the schools of Charles 
City. Cedar Falls and Independence, Iowa. 
and) when his education was competed 
Tearned telegraphy with the Burlington. 
Cedar Rapids & northern, remaining in their 
‘employ for over twenty vears, first as agent 
at Vinton, Towa. and Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and later as traveling freight agent 
with headquarters at Cedar Rapids. In 
1893 he resigned his pasiion and embarked 
in the coal and wood Iusiness as a jobber 
and wholesale dealer. So successful was he 
in this that he later added to it the retail 
business. He now occupies a quarter of a 
block at No. gor Second avenue, and also 
has large yards at the corner of Eleventh 
wventte and Tourth streets. IIe does the 
largest jobbing and retail business in his 
Tine in this section of the state, and furnishes 
employment to about fifteen nen, while he 
gives his entire attention to the enterprise. 

On the 15th of June. 1881, Mr. Haskeil 
Inarried Miss Mae Williams, of Vinton. 
Towa, a daughter of \W. F. Williams, and 
‘to them have been horn four children, name- 
ly: Maud W., Guy F., Frances I. and Willis 
Mx, Jv. The family have a pleasant home at 





No. 1726 D avenue, Central Park. Mr. 
Haskell has not only owned some fine horses, 
heing a lover of the noble steed, but is also 
the possessor of the first automobile ever 
awned in Cedar Rapids. 

For some vears he has been an active sup- 
porter of the Republican party, and a recog- 
nized leader in its ranks. In 1896 he was 
first elected alderman of the fifth ward, 
which is the best section of the city, and so 
acceptably did he fill the office that he has 
been iwice re-elected and is now serving hts 
third term. During this time most of the city 
paving has been done and extensive improve- 
ments made. Mr. Haskell is now serving as 
chairman of the committee on parks, and is 
also. a member of the judiciary, light and 
water committees. He has creditably and 
honorably performed his duties in the coun- 
ei, and has also capably served as a member 
of the board of health for the city. He has 
been connected with the Republican execu- 
tive conmmittee. Socially he is a prominent 
Mason, belonging to Vinton Lodge, F. & 
A. M.; Vinton Chapter, R. A. M.; Apollo 
Commandery, K. T., of Cedar Rapids, 
Jowa; and E] Rahir Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 
S., of Cedar Rapids. He is past eminent 
commander of Cypress Commandery, of 
Vinton. He ts also a member of the Benev- 
lent Protective Order of E:lks, No. 251, and 
the Knights of Pythias, both of Cedar Rap- 
ids, and i$ prominent in social, political and 
lusiness circles. 





ELTAS E. HAHN. 


lias E. Hahn. who is nuw practically 
living a retired life in Alt. Vernen, lowa, 
was born one-haif mule south of the village, 
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April 1, 1845, and is a worthy representative 
of one of the honored pioneer fannlies of 
Linn county. His father, Daniel S. Hahn, 
was born in Hamulton county, Ohio, June 
8, 1808, and was a relative of Secretary Se- 
ward, who was a member of Lincoln’s cabi- 
net during the trying days of the Civil war 
and who framed the bill that passed con- 
gress tor the purchase of Alaska. Daniel 
S. Hahn was educated in the country schools 
of lis native county, and being left an orphan 
at an early age he commenced life for him- 
self as a farm hand when quite young. 
Going to Indiana, he was married in Craw- 
fordsville, Montgomery county, that state, 
November 29, 1829, to Miss Parmelia Ep- 
person, who was born in Tennessee, Novein- 
ber 29, 1804, but was reared in Kentucky. 
They 
Hoosier State until 1835. when he removed 
to Illinois, where he remained until 1837, 


eoitinued thetr ‘residence in the 


when they came to Linn connty, Iowa, and 
purchased a farm of two hundred and eighty 
acres just south of Mt. Vernon. to the tm- 
provement and cultivation of which the fa- 
ther devoted his energies for many vedrs. 
He was the first settler of the county. It 
has been proven by research that Myr. Halin 
erected his claim two months prior to Mr. 
Crowe, who settled) in tawnsliup. 
When he located here the land was all wild 


Marion 


prairie and the Indians were far more num- 
erous than the white settlers. 
{wiee saw as many as six hundred red men 
Gaine 
of all kinds was plentiful and was about all 
the meat that the pioneer had. 
here the father only had a horse and hity 


Our subject 
camped on the hills of this county. 
On locating 
cents in money. and he made a living tor his 
family with Ins gun. Tle was a devout men- 


ber of the Jrirst Baptist church, of Mt. Wer- 
non, and was a man highly respected and 
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esteemed by all who knew him on account 
ot his sterling worth and strict integrity. 
ITe ciel on the old homestead November , 
1898, and his wife passed away in r881, 
and the remains of both are interred in the 
Mt. Vernon cemetery. 

In the fainily of this worthy couple were 
eleven children. namely: Lemuel! B., born 
August 30, 1830, died December 16, 1838, 
and was the first person buried in Mt. Ver- 
non cemetery; Suswinah, born April 24, 
1532, married Joseph West, of Mt. Vernon; 
and is alse deceased; Charles F2., born Oc- 
tober Iy, 1833. married \lnyra Wolf and 
is engaged in carpentering and contracting 
in Chadwick, Missouri; Joseph W., born 
August 18, 1835, 
slatter and resides in Bloomington. Wan- 
sas; Daniel, bor: October 4. 1837, married 
Eliza Tison and lives in Ely, this county; 
sarah, born August 2&8, 1838, is the wife of 
William Murry, of Jolon, California; Mary 
I, born August & 1847, is the wife of TEd- 
ward Haley, who lives five miles southeast 
of Mt. Vernon; Lydia J., born May 18, 1843, 
married George Jolins, of Mt. Vernon, and 
ched in April, igoo: Ilias E. is next in order 
Of Inrth; Permeha A., born June 16, 1847, 
married Thomas Armstrong, af Mt. Ver- 
non, and died in May, 1900; and John F., 
born August 12, 1850, married Lizzie Kurtz, 
aud 18 a carpenter and contractor of Cedar 
Rapids. 

Elias If. Hahn attended the district 
sclioals near his bovhood home until fifteen 
years of age, and on completing his educa- 
tion he assisted his father in the operation 
of the farm until twenty-four. He also 
worked at tte carpenter trade with his 
brother Charles E.. when the farm work 
was slack. In the meantime the Civil wat 
Was in progress, and he tried to enlist 


married Susannah E. 
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three different times, but was always retused 


on account of lis age, being’ unable to get 
lis parents’ consent. In 1869 he formed a 


partnership with lus brother, Charles E., 


and engaged in contracting and building for 
a time. 

On the 25th of September, 1872, Mr. 
Hahn was married to a distant cousin. Miss 


Johannah L. Hahn, who was bora in Knox 


county, Illinois, Navember 21, 1852, a 
daughter of Paul and Anna M. (Miller) 
Hahn, natives of Ohio and Tennessee, re- 
spectively. During ithe war of the Rehellion 
her father enlisted in Company C. Twenty- 
second Illinois Volunteeer Infantry. and 
duriug lus service le was a musician in the 
regimental band and a memher of the bridge 
construction corps. He enntracted a disease 
of the lungs fram exposure while building 
pontoon bridges ancl died at Nashville. Ten- 
nessec, 11 1862. Fraternally he was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Order. His wife died 
in Knox county. Hlinois. in 1852, and was 
buried there. They had a family of five chil- 
dren; Axa M. married Janes Dennis, of 
Mt. Vernon, Towa, and died in 1883; Ed- 
ward married Josephine Yoeaphets and died 
in iWon: Martha Ellen married William Por- 
ter and died in Warren county, Illinois, in 
1876; Oscar, who was a resident of Warren 
county, Hhnois, and a member of the Mason. 
ic fraternity, married first Hannah Atiinson 
and second Mary Lennox, and died in Leay- 
enworth, Nansas; and Johannah J... wife of 
our subject. completes the family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hahn are the parents of 


? 


Ws law qe F ghee . Me 
nine children: Eva Gertrude. born September 


2. 1873, 11 Osborn county, Kansas, is now 
assisting her cousin in the publication of 
The Edueational Magazine at Iowa City; 
Vietor FE. born in Osborn county, Kansas, 
Octoher 20, 1875, went to Cuba as a member 





of Company F, Forty-munth Iowa Volunteer 
Intantry, during the Spanish-American war, 
and was killed in front of the Mt. Vernon 
depot by the fast mail as he was crossing 
the tracks after his return home, July 23, 
1g00. Wilham A., born in a dug-out in 
Osborn county, Kansas, January 2, 1878, 
Lena M., born in the same county, February 
25, 1880, Lemuel F., born in Cawley county, 
Kansas, December 26, 1881, Jessie E., born 
in Chautauqua county, Kansas, August 8, 
1884; Lille E., born in the same county, 
July 25, 1887, Johannah A., born in Osborn 
county, Kansas, September 18 1889. aid 
Elwood E., horn on the old homestead in 
Linn county, Jowa, Octoher 2, 1891, are alJ 
at home. 

Soon after his marriage, in Feh.. 1873,. 
Mr. Hahn removed to Oshorn county, Nan- 
sas, where he took up a homestead claim, 
and for some tine was engaged in lunting 
buffaloes. Tle was consilered at that time 
and is to-day one af the best shots with a 
rifle in his community. He can relate many 
interesting experiences of Ins life on the 
plains. At one ime he shot inta a herd of 
buffaloes which had roamed near lus house 
and wounded one. The others started to rin, 
but his wife and his brother's wife frightened 
them by waving their aprons and they started 
hack, enabling Mr. Hahn to kill several 
others.» On another occasion |is brother 
wounded a butfalo bull. Our sulyeect jumped 
stride of the antmal’s neck with the mrentian 
of cutting its throat, but before he could ac- 
complish tus the mfuriated aniunal sprang te 
its feet. and then ensued a fight for life on 
the part of both, but Mr. Hahn was vie- 
torious and the buffalo soon lav dead at lus 
feet, while his companions were newhere in 
sight. During his lite in the west he hecame 
well acquainted with Wild Till, a well-known 
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character in the west. He became one of 
the most noted hunters of Wyoming, Colo- 
rado and western Nebraska at that time. He 
was living in Kansas during the time of the 
great grasshopper pest. In 1883 he located 
in the southeastern part of that state, where 
he engaged in farming for seven years, and 
then returned to Linn county, lowa, locat- 
ing on the old homestead farm, which he 
greatly improved by the erection of new 
buildings, and which he successtuly operated 
until Mav, 1900, when he removed to AIt. 
Vernon, lowa, and has since practically lived 
a retired life, though he is interested in the 
coal and wood business at that place. 
There were five representatives of the 
Hahn family who were soldiers of the 
Spanish-American war, including Captain FF. 
Hahn, of Cedar Rapids, who was presented 
with a gold wateh for meritorious service. 
All followed the stars and stripes to Cuba, 
and for their gallant service reflected great 
Politically our 
subject is a sianch Democrat, as was also 


on their country and name. 


his tather. Tle is a member of the Preshy- 


terian church, and also belongs to the Star 


of Bethlehem Lodge, No. 3, K. P., of Me. 
Vernan. 


HARVEY GRAN] HIGLEY. 


Harvey Grant Higley, deceased, was for 
many vears a leading business man of Ce- 
dar Rapids and one of its honored pioncers. 
He was born in West Granby, Connecticut, 
Seprember 1, 1824, and was the third in or- 
der of birth in a family of six cluldren, 
whose parents were Abiel and Prudence 
(Crane) Higley. He was seventeen vears 
of age at the ume of the removal of the 
funnily from West Granby to Blooningten, 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


Illinois, but alter spending one winter at 
that place they came to Mlarion, lowa, where 
the father died about six months later. At 
the end of a vear the fanuly came to Cedar 
Rapids. During pioneer days they hauled 
all their grain either to Galena, Illinois, or 
Cascade, Iowa, where it was manufactured 
into flour. As they would often have to 
wait a whole week betore it was ground, 
it tuok some time to make the trip. which 
was often attended with many diffeulties. 
Sometimes the streams which they were 
obliged to cross would rise suddenly, aad 
as there were no bridges it was often almost 
inpussible to ford them, endangerimg not 
only their lead but their lives. .\t one trme 
uur subject and his eldest brother, accom- 
pamed by six others, drove with teams Irom 
Cedar Rapids to Dubuque, and from there 
wok a load of ten barrels ot Hour to Fort 
Atkinson tor the goverment, receiving one 
dollar per barrel. The round trip was about 
five hundred miles, aud it was made in the 
dead of winter. Just at the edge of a thirty 
nile pratrie the little party was struck by a 
blizzard of such violence and severity that 
they would have perished had they not fhu- 
ally discovered a light in a distant house, 
lett burning for the only time that winter 
on account of the illness of a child. 
Harvey G. Higley acquired his educa- 
tion in the schools of Granby and Hartford, 
Connecticut. He was connected with his 
brother, Henry E., in the manufacture of 
About 1846 
they purchased an old stage line between 
Dubuque and lowa City, a distance of one 


fanning mulls for a short time. 


hundred and thirty miles, and carried on 
the business for two years. The line was 
sald, and the purehase money, two thousand 
dollars in cash, was paid to a trusted driver 
to bring to Cedar Rapids. Although lie had 
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heen a personal friend of Mr. Higley, the 
temptation was tov great and he disappeared 
with the proceeds of the sale. Subsequently 
our subject started in business in Cedar 
Rapids, and a few years later admitted his 
brother Henry Ik. to partnership, under the 
firm name of H. G. Higley & Company. 
Theirs was a general country store, for 
which they bought thei goods in St. Louis 
and then shipped them up the river to Mus- 
catine, whence they were hauled overland 
to Cedar Rapids, as there were no railroads 
in the west at that ume. To their original 
stock they subsequently added a full line of 
dry godds, boots, shoes, farm tnplements, 
velucles, ete., until they had a first class 
general store. Their trade 
niles around, and the brothers continued 
i successful business together for a nun- 
ber of years. They were located on First 
Street north, which was then the main busi- 
ness Street ot the city, while the fannly of 
our subject lived at the corner vf First ave- 
nue and Second street. Harvey G. Higley 
Was also identified with the livery business 
for a number of years, and was connected 
With other business enterprises. In later 
years he devoted considerable attention to 
his real estate and building interests, and 
erected the Higley block on First avenue, 
Which was one of the best business blocks 
O! the city at that time, it being sixtv by 
one hundred and furty feet in dimensions, 
but he diel in course of its construction, 
June 23, 1878. He was president of the 
Cedar Rapids Gas Company, and was iden- 
‘hed with the movement which made the 
Third avenue bridge possible, donating lib- 
erally toward its construction, It was the 
first tree lridge across the Cedar river at 
ihis place. 


extended for 


Ie was one of the most promi- 
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nent and influential business mem of the 
city. 

On the 7th of November, 1849, Mir. 
Higley was united in marriage with Miss 
Annah Bishop,who was born in Bristol, Con- 
necticut, of which place her parents, Homer 
and Matha (Smith) Bishop, were also na- 
tives. In 1842 her family removed to Lowa, 
and lived on a farm near Muscatine for 
about six years, Mr. Bishop having pur- 
chased a large tract of land in Muscatine 
county, which he broke and placed under 
cultivation. In 1847 he came to Cedar Rap- 
ids, and was engaged in the dry goods busi- 
ness at this place for about two vears. Dur- 
ing the gold excitement in California in 
1849 he went to the Pacific slope, aud re- 
maimed there about two years. After lus 
return to Cedar Rapids he served as post- 
master for some time, and in TSO was 
elected mayor of the city. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Higley were boru 
four sons, who grew to maturity, namely: 
Henry Grant, now a resident ot I-cuador, 
South America; Elmer A., of Cedar Rap- 
ids; Mortimer John, of Burlington, Iowa; 
and Albert Harvey, of Winona, Minnesota. 
Elmer A. Higley was born in Cedar Rap- 
ids, November 19, 1856, attended its public 
schools, and later was graduated from a 
business college in Davenport. He began 
his business career as a member of the firm 
of Walker, Passmore & Company, whole- 
sale «dealers in butter, eggs, poultry and 
fruit, and when that partnership was dis- 
solved he and lus brother Mortimer J. were 
engaged iu a similar business for twelve 
years. In 1878 he assumed the manage- 
ment of the Higley estate, including the 
erection of the Granby Iuilding in 18gt, 
in connection with his brother Mortimer J. 
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It 1s a fine brick structure, one hundred and 
forty feet front by ninety feet deep, is four 
stories in height, contains one hundred 
rooms, and 1s modern and complete in all 
its appointments. Elmer A. Higley is also 
interested in the carriage business. having 
a large repository, and is one of the pro- 
gressive and energetic business men of the 
citv. ITe«muarried Miss Helen L. Olds, and 
they have three children, Harvey D., Fred- 
erick M. and Helen. Mrs. Higley is a na- 
tive of Vermont, and a daughter of Harmon 
D. and Sarah (Sturges) Olds. The mother 
died in the east. The father, who was en- 
gaged tn the retail furniture business, and 
was a veteran of the Civil war. came to 
Cedar Rapids about 1870. and here his 
death occurred in 1880. 


JOHN PETROVITSKY., 


It is astonishing to witness the success 
of young men who have migrated to America 
without capital and from a position of com- 
parative obscurity have worked their way 
upward to a position of prominence. The 
readimess with which they adapt themselves 
to circumstances and take advantage of op: 
portunities alfered brings to them suecess 
and wins them a place among the leading 
men of the conmiunity in which they re- 
side. To this class belongs John Petrovitsky, 
who ts to-day one of the successful and 
prominent business men of Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Petrovitsky is a native of Bohemia, 
born on Christmas day, 1846, and was there 
reared, receiving good educational adyvan- 
tages in his native tongue, but his knowledge 
of English has been self-acquired since com- 


ing to this country. He alse learned the 
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butcher’s trade in Bohemia. In 1864, at the 
age of eighteen vears he came to the United 
States with the hope of bettering his finan- 
cial condition, and settled in Chicago, where 
atter working at the buteher’s trade for 
about three vears he opened a meat market 
of his own in that city, where he carried on 
business for about four vears. In 1873 he 
came to Cedar Rapids and was engaged jn 
this same enterprise for Many vears, havy- 
ing excellent success in the undertaking. 
Tor 
real 
erty 


a 


some years he has been speculating in 
estate. buying and improving prop- 
and developing many industries of 
various nature. He built the Petrovitsky 
block and also another business 
First street, and has improved 


block on 
considers 
able residence property, erecting feurteen 
houses on one block ina year. 

While a resident of Chicago Mr. Petro- 
Miss) Teressa “Trumbull, 
who died in Cedar Rapids in 1874. Of 
the two children horn of that Union, one 
survives, Charles G., who ts a graduate of 
the law department of the Lowa State Uni- 
versity, 
vitsky married 


vitsky married 


For his second wife Mr. Petro- 
Miss Frances \Witonsek, 
who was reared in Cedar Rapids, and died. 
about six years after their marriage. leav- 
mg one sou, John C.. who graduated 
from Rush Medical College in June. tgot. 
third union 
being with Marv Bedner, of Cedar Rapids, 
by whom he has three children: Sylva, 
Zora and Robert E. 

Mr. Petrovitsky is of Democratic prin 
ciples, but at elections supports the men 
whom he believes hest qualified to fill the 
offices and serve state interests regardless 
of party ie 
township trustee, but has never cared for 


Ie was again married, his 


altiliations. litts served as 


political honors. Fraternally, he is a 
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Master Mason and a member of the [ast- 
ern Star Chapter. and also belongs to the 
Odd Fellows and Rebekah Lodges, being 
past gran] of the former. He is a promi- 
nent and influential member of the Bohem- 
ian Benevolent Association, and has served 
as its president and as grand president of 
lowa. As a citizen he is public-spirited 
and progressive, taking an active interest in 
whatever tends to promote the welfare of 
the city. and has, as a real estate dealer, 
promoted its material welfare in no uncer- 
His sueccess in Itfe is due 
to lus own labor, energy and good manage- 


tim imanner, 


ment, and the prosperity that has attended 
lis efforts is certainly justly merited. 





JOEL &. HUDSON. 


Tis representative and prominent farm- 
er of Grant township, living on section 22, 
was born in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, on 
the rgth of Mareh. 1842. and is a son of Svl- 
vanus N. and Jane (Somers) Hudson. The 
father was harn in Vermont August 15, 
1Si5. Ins parents being Joel S. and Sally 
Hudson, also natives of that state, the for- 
mer born February ro, 1784, the latter No- 
vember 10, 1786. ‘The grandfather of our 
subject spent his entire life in the Green 
Mountain state. where he died May 2, 1836, 
and subsequently his wite, accompanied by 
three af her children. removed to Tioga 
county, Pennsylvania. where her death oc- 
curred March 5. 1879. They were the par- 
ents of the following children: Seth B., 
Priscilla, Dean, Abigail and Tlannah, twins, 
all now deceased; Sylvanus N., father of 
our subject; Abigail, deceased: Joel E., a 
resident of Jackson township, Tiega coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania; Martha, a resident of El- 
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nura, New York; James Monroe and Esther 
H., both deceased; George W., a resident 
of Chemung county, New York; Sally L., 
ot Lima, Livingston county. New York; 
and Mary E., of Elimtra, that state. 

It was in the fall of 1840 that Sylvanus 
N. Hudson removed with lis mother and 
the two oldest children of the family to 
Tioga county, Pennsylvania, where he took 
up Jand and continued to make lis home 
until coming to Linn county, Iowa, in 1864. 
He located in that part of Washington 
townslup which now forms a part of Grant. 
township, and after operating a rented farm 
for four vears he purchased forty acres of 
wild land on section 22, where he continued 
to make his home throughout life. In polr- 
tics he was a Republican. He died May 22, 
i885, and his remains were interred at 
Walker. His widow now makes her home 
with her son, George H., at the age of 
eighty-three years. 

They had ten children. namely: Har- 
riet M. first married E. B. Kemp. who was. 
killed in the battle of Cold Harbor during 
the war of the Rebellion, anid she is now the 
widow of William Woodtord., of Tioga 
county, Pennsylvania. Sarah Jane died in 
Joel S., our subject, 1s the next of 
the family. George H. 1s representerl on 
another page of this volume. William H. 
married Esther Graham and lives in Penn- 
sylvania. He enlisted in 1862. at LImira, 
New York, and was sent as a recriit to the 
saine company and regiment to which our 
subject and his brother George H. belonged. 
Elsie married W. D. Davis, of New York. 
and they now reside in Leadville. Colorado. 
Philander R. died in infaneyv. Dora AL. is 
the wife of George Maytield, of O'Brien 
county, Iowa. Benjamin W. lives with or 
Beri died in infaney. 


infaney. 


subject. 
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schools otf Pennsylvania tor his educational 
privileges. Soon after the Civil war broke 
out he joined the boys in blue, enlisting at 
Elmira, New York, September 25, 186r. 
in Company E, LEighty-sixth New York 
Volunteer Infantry. 
the Army of the Potomac. He participated 
in the second battle of Bull Run the 
Jotly contested engagements at Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. 
wAtter two vears service he re-enlisted, De- 
cember 29, 1863, in the same company and 
regiment, and remained in the service until 
Jrostilities ceased, being finally discharged at 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, July 16, 186s. 
For a time he was a member of the Six- 
teenth Veteran Reserve Corps. 

On leaving the army Mr. 
to Linn county. Iowa, 
had previously located, and he purchased 
one hundred and twenty acres of wild land 
on section 22, Grant township, whieh he 
broke and improved. home 
thereon for twelve vears. On selling that 
place he bought an improved farm of one 
hundred and eighty acres on the same sec- 
» tion, 


‘nel 


Hudson came 


where hig parents 


making his 


and to itS cultivation has since de- 


voted his energies. He carries an stock 
raising in connection with general farming, 
and i beth branches of business has been 
eminently successtul. 

Mr, Fludson was married April 15. 1871, 
to Miss Sarah A. Andrews, a daughter of 
“A, Bo and Elizabeth (Wells) Andrews, who 
were natives of Vermont and Virginia, re- 
spectively. ITer mother died in August, 
783. but her father is still living and makes 
lis home in Nebraska. They were the par- 
ents of twelve eclildren, seven ef whom are 
living. Mr. and Mrs. Hudson have eight 


‘children: Louis, who married Sarah Fair- 


wluch was assigned ta 
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Joel S. Hudson is indebted to the public | 


child and follows farming in Grant town- 
Nellie, wife of Edgar Fairchild, 
farmer of the same township; and Fred, 
Charlie, Jessie, Bessie and manda, 
all at home. 

Politically Myr. Hudson is a supporter 
of the men and measures of the Republican 
party, and he has filled the offices of town- 
ship trustee and school director. For over 
a third of a century he has been numbered 
among the valued and useful citizens of his 


slip: 


Ruby, 


anil wherever known he is held 
In high regard. 


community, 





di 


DL, Boar 


For about one-third of a century this 
well-known banker and dealer 
been a resident of Mt. Vernon, and by his 


lumber has 
industry, keen discrinunation and good ex- 
ecutive ability he has placed himself amoug 
the toremost business men of Linn county. 
He is a native of Ireland, born in County 
Antrim, December 5. 1841, 
of James and Jennie Boyd. who spent their 
entire lives in that county, and who were 
the parents of eight children, of whom our 
subject is the youngest. 

During his boyhood our subject attend- 
ed a model school in his native land, and 
Was later 
at Dublin. On leaving that institution he 
successfully engaged in teaching in Ireland 
world had 
and he determined to 


aid is the sou 


a student im the trang sclicol 


Burt the new 
him, 


lor seven years. 
attractions for 
come to that country where every man was 
equal in the eves of the law, and where 
all had an equal chance for advancement. 
In 1868 he bade good-bye to home and 
Intends and went from Belfast to Liverpool, 
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England, from which port he sailed for the 
United Scates. Landing in New York, he 
proceeded at once to Marengo, lowa, where 
he remained three weeks and then came to 
Mt. Vernon, which has since been lus home. 
He began hfe here as a tarm hand in the 
employ of James Sinyth, with whom he re- 
mained three months, and for three weeks 
he was similarly emploved by Colonel Smyth. 
at the end uf that tune he accepted a po- 
sition in the lumber yard of Colonel R. 
sinyth & Co.,-at Alt. Vernon, and a year 
later purchased an interest in the Iusiness. 
This partnership continued for some time, 
wid he then purchased his partner’s inter- 
ests, and/las since continued to be identi- 
fiel with the lumber business of his adopt- 
In Alay, 1900, he took into part- 
nersiip with hnn his son, Jay C., and under 
the firm uame of D. L. Bayvd & Son the 
business is continued with marked success. 
On the advent of his som into the firm, he 
hecame connected with the banking business 
as cashier of the Alt. Vernon Bank, and is 
new holding that pusition. His intimate 
knowledge and extensive acquaintance with 
the people who do business in Mt. Vernon 
make him a valuable acquisition to the 
bank. 

On the 8th of December, 1870, Mr. Boyd 
Was wuted i marriage with Miss Mar- 
garet Craig, who was born three miles west 
ot Mt. Vernon, and who was the daugh- 
ter of Thomas Craig, a native of County 
Antrim, lreland, and who came to this 
country about 1830, first locating in Ohio. 
In 1839, soon after Lim county was first 
settled, he removed here and took up gov- 
eminent land, about three miles west of Mt. 
Vernon, where he engaged in farming until 
his death, in 1860. He was twice married, 
his first wife being Margaret Shaver. Af- 


co aie 





oe 


ter her death he married Martha Smyth, 
and to them were born three children, of 
whom Mrs. Boyd is the only survivor. 


Three children were also born to Mr. and 


Mrs. Boyd. Jay Craig, born December 23, 
1872, is now the junior member of the Arm 
of D. L. Boyd & Son. He married Aliss 
Mabel Shire, and they have one child, Don- 
ald L. William Walter, born May 26, 1876, 
resides at home. Jlorence B., born April 
22, 1882, is attending Cornell College. 
Alr. Goyd is a faithful and consistent 
member of the Presbyterian chureh, and in 
politics is an ardent Republican. For two 
years he efheiently served as mayor of Mt. 
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Vernon, and has been a member of the: 


school board for many years, while he is 
now serving as One of the trustees of Cor- 
nell College. He is a very pleasant and 
courteous gentleman, who takes a deep in- 
terest in every enterprise which he believes 
will be of public benefit, and he stands de- 
servedly high in both business and social 
circles, 


JOUN H. BURNS. 


the spint of self-help is the source of 
all gemune worth in the individual and is 
the means of bringing to man success when 
he has no advantages of wealth or intluence 
to aid him. It illustrates in no uncertain 
manner what it is possible io accomplish 
when perseverance and determination form 


the keynote to a man's life. Depending on 


his own resources, looking for no outside: 


aid or support, Mr. Burns has gradually 
worked lis way upward and now holds the 
important position Of assistant master me- 


chame in the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 


Northern Railroad shops at Cedar Rapids.. 
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He was born in Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, June 1, 1853. His father, John 
Gurns, was a native of Scotland. but was 
a mere lad when brought to this country 
by lus parents, Michael and Martha (Me- 
Willams} Burns, who were ationg the early 
settlers of Bellaire, Olnto, and endured all 
the hardships and privations of pioneer life. 
Michael Burns was a 
brooms and a dealer in coal, having mines 
at Bellaire. Both he and his wife died in 

sellaire. Ohio. 
sons ad one daughter are stil] living: Mary, 


Or their six children, two 


widow otf James Brazel]; John M.; Mar- 
garet, deceased, wite of [oseph Beam; Mar- 
tha, deceased; Charles, of Bellaire. 

The father of our subject grew to man- 
iood under the parental roof, and in early 
life was engaged tn the milling and broom 
Later he was 
caplam ot a steamboat on the Ohio river, 


corn business with his father. 


and on leaving the rivér lived refired at 
Bellaire unti] Ins death. He was married 
in 1849 to Miss Sarah MeNulty, who was 
born in Somerset, Ohio. of Irish parentage. 
Atan early day her father, Hugh McNulty, 
caine tu the United States and settled in 
Maryland. where he engaged in business as 
a peiddler, speculator and money loaner, be- 
ing considered very well-to-do for those 
davs. He spent most of his life at Som- 
erset, Oluio, where he owned: considerable 
Jand. About 1849 he came overland hy 
wagon to Iowa, and purchased government 
land at AMlason City, Lemars and Waterloo 
for his family. He traveled all over the 
western country on horseback or by stage, 
aud then returned to Somerset, Ohio, where 
he died when over eighty years of age. He 
had been very successful in his business ven- 
tures and accumulated considerable proper- 
ty. His wife, who bore the maiden name 


manufacturer of 


a cee | 


of Saral Jane Martin, also died in Somer- 
set, Ohio, aged seventy-nine years. Boch 
were very well educated, and held a promi- 
nent position m the community where they 
made their children were 
John, deceased, who was a lawyer and prom- 
Inent politician of Ja Crosse, \Visconsin; 
Henry T., decease!, who was a prominent 
criminal lawyer and an old settler of Du- 
buque. Jowa; Ellen, who was a highly edu- 
cated Jady. and died at the age of fifty years, 
munarnied; and Sarah J., mother of our 
subject. As their parents were well-to-do 
people. both Mr. and Mrs. Burns were given 
the best educational advantages that money 
could procure during their early life. Their 


home.  Vheir 


entire married life was passed in Olno, but 
stuce her husband's death Mrs. Burns has 
resided with our subject in Cedar Rapids, 
and is now seventy-three years of age. They 
had two other children, of whom one died 
m childhood. .\manda, the eldest, was edu- 
cated at Ursaline Convent, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and married Samuel Kullman. She died in 
somerset, Ohio, leaving one son, ‘Lewis, 
who ts now engaged in the creamery busi- 
ness in Chicago. 

Jolm TH. Burns, of this review, com- 
menced his education in the public schools 
ot Somerset, Ohio, but at the age of ten 
years went to live with his uncle, H. T. 
McNulty, in Dubuque, Iowa, where he at- 
tended the common schools for a time, and 
was later sent to Notre Dame, Indiana. for 
one year. Subsequently he took a commer- 
cial course at the St. Louis University, 
where he remained two vears. and was there 
when the Natchez and Robert Lee made 
their race up the Mississippi river 

On leaving college Mr. Burns returned 
to Dubuque, and commenced reading law 
in the office of lis uncle, who was a very 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


prominent attorney of that city, remaining 
with lim one year. 
hin by Augustus Gondulfo, private secre- 
tary tu Hon. George Greene, of Cedar Rap- 
ils, and Hon. Platt South, of Dubuque, he 
secured a position in the shops of the Bur- 
ington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad 
at Cedar Rapids, where he first worked as 
a helper or apprentice in 1871, but he gradu- 
ally advanced step by step until he attained 
lis present responsible position. He was 
first promoted to freman on a freight train; 


Uhrough a letter given 


In 1874 was given a switch engine; later a 
freight engine; and still later a passenger 
engine. dn 1887 he was made traveling 
engieer and alr-brake instruetor, in which 
cupaciy he served until 1895. when he was 
promoted to assistant master mechanic, and 
has.since hlled that position most faithfully 
and satisiactorily. He has been with the 
compiuny siice eighteen years of age, and 
has served under four different Manage- 
ments, and his duties have always been dis- 
charged m a most creditable manner. He 
now has general supervision of the whole 
system under the general master mechanic, 
RK. W. Bushnell, 

Mr. Burns was married in 1878 to Miss 
Ella Crabill, who was burn, reared and edu- 
cated in Cedar Rapids, her parents having 
come to this city from Urbana, Ohio, at 
an early day, and were almong the pioneers 
of the county. By occupation her father 
Was a cabinet maker and real estate dealer. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Burns were born four 
sons and one daughter, of whom one died 
M infaney, one at the age of live years 
and another at the age of ten. Lewis H. 
was educated in the public schools and H. 
N. Palmer’s business college, and then en- 
tered the service of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad as clerk under 
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William Brocksnut im the freight depart- 
ment. Later he was transferred to the 
clerk's offce in the mechanical department 
under R. \Y. Bushnell, and at present holds 
the position of general timekeeper in the 
shops. He is a proficient musician, possess- 
ing much natural talent in that line, and has 
studied under Professor Lee. Reuben Tin- 
dall, the youiger son now living, is attend- 
ing the public schools of Cedar Rapids. 
The mother of these children died in Cedar 
Kapids, and in 1goo Mr. Burns married 
Mrs. Margaret Smith, who has one son, 
Prederick, a resident of Cedar Rapids, who 
is now a clerk in the office of the division 
wlaster mechanic of Estherville. 

Soon after his first marriage Mr. Burns 
purchased property in Cedar Rapids, and 
has since 1dentihned himself with the inter- 
ests of the city. He and his wife take 
quite an active part in social and literary 
circles. They are well and favorably known 
and have a wide circle of friends am ac- 
quaintances. Traternally Alr. Burns is a 
inember of the Brotherhood of Locemotive 
Iengineers. His lite record is one well wor- 
thy of emulation, and contains many valua- 
ble lessons of incentive, showing the pos- 
sibilities that are open to young men who 
wish to unprove every opportunity for ad- 
valicemenit. 

rer 


SAMUEL SEAPFER. 


The subject of this sketch, who is pro- 
prietor of one of the leading livery stables 
of Cedar Rapids, was born in Richland 
county, Ohio, March 16, 1839, and 
only a year old when he came to Iowa with 
his father, Christopher S. Shafer, in whose 
fannly were eight cluldren. Of that num- 


WasS 
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ber three died in infancy. The father was 
a native Of Laltuumore county, Maryland. 

On coming to this state the family lo- 
cated in Muscatine county, and there our 
subject attended the public schools until 
eleven vears of age. Losing lis mother at 
that time, he started out to make his own 
way in the world. At first he worked as 
a dari hand and did odd jobs at teaming 
util the Civil war broke out, when he en- 
listed in Company K. Eleventh Iowa Vol- 
unteer Infantry, under command ot Cap- 
tain Marvin and Colonel Hall. Going at 
once to the front, he participated in the 
battle of Shiloh, the siege of Vicksburg 
anil the Atlanta campaign. During the 
batile of Atlanta, on the 22d of July, 1864, 
he was captured and sent to Andersonville 
prison, where he was held tor three months. 
He was then transferred to Charleston, 
south Carolina, in company with ten thou- 
sand other Unicn soldiers, and four weeks 
later that state. 
While there he was exchanged and sown re- 
joined his regiment at Washington, D. C., 
having been a prisoner of war seven months. 


was sent to Florence, 


When the war ended Mr. Shafer was 
honorably discharged. During his tour 


years service he had managed to save two 
thousand dollars, with which he embarked 
in the livery business 11 Cedar Rapids in 
i866, and has carried on that occupation 
very successfully ever since. Jie now has 
one of the best stables in the state. His 
son Ilerbert is now associated with him in 
business, and makes a specialty of buying 
and selling fine carriage horses, having at 
the present time about tive thousand dollars 
worth of that kind of stock on hand. He 
1S exceptionally good at making a trade, and 
has accumulated what he now has without 
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fnaneial help. Ile takes quite an active in+ 
terest in his father’s business, 

Alr. Shater married Miss Abbie C. Ben-- 
nett, a daughter of Frank Bennett, who is. 
now eighty years of age, and 13 actively 
elnployed by the Cedar Rapids Streer Rail- 
way. By this union were born seven chil-. 
dren, tour of whom are living, namely > 
Herbert, previously mentioned, was gradu- 
ated irom the Cedar Rapids high school: 
In Isgo. and has since married Aliss Laura. 
A. Granger. whose father, foseph Granger, 
I$ a promment farmer of Marion township, 
this county. Herbert Shafer is a member 
of Mt. Herman Lodge, Ne. 263, F. & A. 
M., the Nauional Union, No. 163, and the- 
sous of Veterans. while his wile is a mem- 
ber of the Kathbone Sisters and was the 
first to hold office in that lodge. They have: 
a nice home of their own in Cedar Rapids. 
Abbie is at home with her parents and is 
now attending the high schol of Cedar 
kkapids. Samuel is a student at the Armour 
Institute. Chicago, where he has taken up 
the study of mechanical engineering, and. 
will complete the course in 1902. 

Politically Mr. Shafer is identified with. 
the Republican party, and socially atiliates 
with IT. Z. Cook Post, G. A. R.. and the 
Woodmen of the World. Asa business man 
he is straightforward and reliable, and. 
through Ins own well-directed efforts and 
capable managenient he has acquired a com- 
petence which numbers him among the well-- 
to-do ¢itizens of his community. 


eg : 
TALBERT PLUMMER. 


After a long, active and beneficial career 
the subject of this review is now living 4 
retired life in Springville. A native of. 





TALBERT PLUMMER. 


3 


we 
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Ohio, he was born in Belmont county April 
23, 1824. IJhis father, Abraham Plummer, 
was born in Alaryland in 1799, and was a 
son of Robert Pluniner, who followed farm- 
ing im that state lor many years, and in 
1802 removed with his family to Olio, be- 
coming one of the first settlers of Belmont 
county. There Abraham Plummer grew to 
manhood and married Elizabeth Straw. He 
continued lus residence there until 1833, 
when le removed to Morgan county, Ohio, 
and became one of the substantial farmers 
of that locality. After the death of his 
wile, which oecurred in 1856, he came to 
fowa and spent lis last years with our sub- 
ject, dying at his home in Linn county in 
1887, at the age of eighty-seven vears. 

Talbert Plummer passed the days of his 
hoyhood and youth on the old homestead 
in Morgan county. Ohio, having but lim- 
ited edueational advantages, so that he is 
aimost wholly self-educated. He was mar- 
ried in that county, October 22, 1846, to 
Miss Sarah J. Maris, a daughter of Owen 
Maris. She was born in Jefferson county, 
Ohio. but was reared in Morgan county. 
By this union were born six children. as 
follows: T. C., a resident of Chicago, Ih- 
nois; Rachel Amy, who died in Ohio, at the 
age of two years; C. M., a farmer of Linn 
county, lowa; Le Koy, a farmer and stock 
lealer of Guthrie county, this state; Mary 
Ey wife of W. C. Wilson, a business man 
of Marble Rock, lowa; and Nellie J., wife 
of Eugene Stone, a son of Zeplinia Stone, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this vol- 
ume. 


Mr. Plummer owned and operated a 


small farm in Morgan county, Ohio, until 
a a + z = 
1833. when, accompanied by his wife and 


three children, he came to Clinton county, 


Jowa, arriving here on the 27th of Septem- 
25 
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ber. His brother had entered one hundred 
and sixty acres of prairie land near thie pres- 
ent town of Calamus for our subject, and 
he at Once commenced to break and improve 
that place, erecting thereon a small house. 
Aiter farming there for about eleven years 
he sold the place at a good advantage and 
bought one hundred and thirty-three acres 
of land in Brown and Linn townships, Linn 
county. Some improvements had already 
been made upon the farm, ineluding a good 
hewed-log house. Mr. Plummer subsequently 
ly built a frame residence, erected a good 
barn and other outbuildings, set out an or- 
chard and shade trees, converting his farm 
into One of the most valuable and attract- 
ive places in the township. He continued to 
actively engage in farming, 
and dairying until 1894, when he sold his 
farm and purchased one of the besi resi- 
dences m Springville, where he is now en- 
joying a well-earned rest, free from the 


stock raising 


cares and responsibilities of busiuess Itfe. 

Originally Alr. Plummer was an old line 
\Vhig in politics, but on the organization of 
the Repubhean party in 1856 he voted ter 
John C. Fremont, and has since supported 
every presidential candidate of that great 
political party. 
ciently served as township trustee in Clin- 
ton county, and also Alled the office of road. 


Tor several years he effi- 


supervisor. For years he has served on the 
school board and has been president of his 
district. Religiously he and his wife are 
both active members of the Presbyterian 
church, and he is now one of its elders, 
although they were both raised and married 
in the Quaker faith, and all their children 
had birthrights in the faith. 
of both were Quakers, who were obliged 
to leave england on account of the religious 
persecution. 


The ancestors 
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Mr. and Mrs. Plummer celebrated their 
golden wedding mt 1896, when their chil- 
dren and friends received a joyous welcome 
at their home and left many tokens of their 
goud will and kind regard. 


W. E, PERKINS. 


The subject of this sketch is one of the 
leading and representative business men ol 
Mi. Vernon, and belongs to one of the old 
and honered pioneer famihes of this coun- 
tv, being a son of \Willam Perkins, who for 
alnust sixty years has been prominently 
identihed with the growth and upbuilding 
of this section of the state. ‘The lather was 
born in Wheeling. West Virginia, and in 
1842 came to Linn county, Towa. He and 
Rehert Stinson built the lirst house erected 
i Mt. Vernon, it being a Jog structure. 
and here he lived in true pioneer style. 
Wild game of all kinds was plentiful and 
furnished the early settlers with many a 
meal when otherwise they would have had 
little wo eat. The Indians were also far 
nore numerous than the white settlers, and 
Mr, Verkins was more than once annoyed 
by having them drive away the oxen. with 
which he bruke lus Jand and cultivated it. 
[ie and two companions—AMlr. Holmes and 
Dr. Kistine—built a raft. which they loaded 
with eight hundred bushels of corn and a 
lot of wheat, and tloated the same down 





the river to St. Louis, where the grain was 
They then walked back to Me. 
This was but one of the many 


marketed, 
Vernon. 

disadvantages wluch the early settlers en- 
countered i making for themselves homes 
in a wild and unimproved region before 
Mr. Perkins 1s still 
living, at the age of seventy-seven years. a 


the days of railroads. 


hile and hearty old man, and inakes his 
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home six nules north of Mt. Vernon, in 
Linn township. For uventy-cight years he 
has served as justice of the peace in a most 
creditable and = satislactory manner; has 
been lughway comnius:sioner a number of 
vears; and school director ever since a school 
was established in lus nerehborhoud, 

It was in this county that William Per- 
kins, father of our subject. married Miss 
Margaret MM. Bassetr. a native of Ripley 
county, Indiana, who died February 16, 
85s, and was laid to rest in Mt. Zion 
By that 
won there were born twin boys, W. E, 
our subject. and Edeie, who died in ur 


Chureh cemetery in Linn Grave. 


fancy. For lis second wile the father wed- 
ded Miss Mary Kepler, a native of Mary- 
land and a daughter of Peter Y. and Betsy 
(Rice) Kepler, who were also born in that 
state. By his second marriage Mr. Perkins 


has seven children. namely: Frank. who 1s 


married and resides in Montana; Hamul- 
ton, who married Eva MeShane and is en- 
gaged in farming near Mt. Vernon; Lthe, 
wife of Peter Butler. a farmer of Viola, 
Linn county; Etta, wife of William Hig- 
gins. who lives near Central City, Linn 
county; Emery and Belle, both at home with 
their parents: and Flora, wife of Arthur 
L. Engle, of Brown townslup, Linn county. 

\W. EE. Perkins, of this review, was born 
on the old homestead north of Mt. Vernon, 
January 30. 1858. and was graduated from 
the public schools of Mt. Vernon, In 1876 
he entered Cornell College, where he put 
sued his studies for a year and a half, and 
then began his business career as a clerk 
in the store of E. T. Golf. Later he was 
with the firm of Swafford Brothers, and tor 
five years engaged in clerking in the drug 
store of Dr. Dorans. Jn 893 he embarked 
in the grocery business on his own account, 
and conducted his store in what is known 
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as the Bogkstaler building, on the south 
side ot Main street, until August. rgoo, 
When he sold out. 

Mr. Perkins has been twice married, ls 
first wile being Miss Lucretia Baker, also 
a native of Linn county. who died August 
10. 1881, leaving two eliuldren, namely : 
Minnie May, born Navember 2, 1878, is a 
graduate of the public schools of this coun- 
ly, and now resides with her uncle, Albert 
Iglehart, near Mt. Vernon; and Grace BR. 
born December 3, 1880, was married Sep- 
lember 3. tgoo, to George Johnston, who 
was born Mareh 26, 1875, and is a protessor 
i the public schaols of Mt. Vernon. 

On the 2&th of December, 1887, Nir. 
Perkins was united in marriage with Miss 
Anna Kafer, whe was born in Linn county 
May 6, 1868, and is a daughter of Jacob 
aud Catherine (Fink) Kafer, the latter a 
native of Maryland. Her father was born 
near Heidleherg, Germany, November 1, 
1834, and was reared on a farm. being edu- 
cated in the district schools of his native 
land. Tn the spring af 1853 he took pas- 
sage at Havre, France. on the sailing ves- 
sel William Tell. and after a vovage of 
Uuirty-eight days landed in New York. He 
commenced life in the new world with only 
a dollar and a half in his pocket, but he 
Possessed plenty of energy and pluck, and 
soon tound work on the railroad in Lancas- 
ter county, Pennsylvania, where he re- 
mained three months. He then walked from 
place to place in search of employment and 
hnally found work in a blacksmitl shop, 
Where he remained until the Ist of May, 
1854. He next worked in the pineries of 
northern Pennsylvania, and on 
there in the fall of L855. he and others 
startel overland for California. Mr. Ka- 
fer, however, stopped at Lisbon, Iowa, 


leaving 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





Sif 





where he worked at digging potatoes, quar- 
rying stone and chopping wood for hity 
cemts per day, and the following spring 
turned lis attention to the carpenter's trade. 
After about a year spent in this county he 
erected a sawmill near Mt. Vernon, which 
town was then known as Pin Hook, while 
Lisbon was called Dutchtown. Mr, Kafer 
has worked at Cedar Rapids and various 
other places throughout the county, and, 
meeting with good success during his resi- 
dence here, he has accumulated a hand- 
some property, and now owns a fine farm 
of two hundred and forty aeres in’ Linn 
township. He has served as read supervisor 
and school director, and is widely and fa- 
vorably known throughout the county. His 
wife died April 17, 1891, and was buried 
in Mt. Vernon cemetery. They were the 
parents of nine chiklren, of whom six are 
sull living, namely: Elizabeth, wile of Al- 
fred Safely, who lives near Tipton, Cedar 
county, Iowa; Philip H., who married Ida 
Deck, and is engaged in farming near 
Springville, Brown township, Linn county; 
Rebecca, wife of Henry Clark, a farmer liv- 
ing near Mt. Vernon, in Franklin town- 
ship; Rose. wife of Charles Letts, of Linn 
township: Grant, who married Sarah Deck, 
a sister of his brother Philip's wife, and 
is engaged in farming in Linn township; 
and Anna. wite of W. E. Perkins, of this 
sketeh, Mr. Perkins has always been iden- 
tihed with the Democratic party. 





JOHN O. BAXTER. 


The subject of this sketch, who js a, 
member of the well-known firm of Searles 
& Baxter, dealers in eranite 


monuments, 1s a man whose sound common 


warble and 


si2 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


sense and vigorous, able management of 
his affairs have been important factors in 
his success, and with his undoubted integ- 
rity of character have given him an hunora- 
ble position among his fellow men. 

Alr. Baxter was born in Llanfair, Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales, March 22, 1843. and 
is a son of Thomas and Elizaheth (Gehu) 
Baxter, also natives of that country, where 
the tather followed the bookbinding busi- 
ness. Our subject spent the first fourteen 
years of his life in his native-land, and ae- 
quired luis primary eduestion in its public 
schools. In 1857 he accompanied his par- 
ents on their emigration to .\meriea, and 
settled in Berlin, Wiseonsin. where he pur- 
sued ls studies in the high school for a 
time. He was one of a family of nine chil- 
dren, but only four are now living. 

fu the summer of 1839 Mr, Baxter be- 
gan his business career hy serving an ap- 
prenticeship at the marble cutter's trade, 
and when his time expired. in 1862, he en- 
tered the army, as a sergeant in Company 
C, Twenty-frse Wisconsin Volunteer In- 
fantry. He saw considerable active service 
and was with lis regiment in the battles of 
Perryville, Stone River and Chickamauga, 
as well as numergus minur engayements. 
The war having ended and his services be- 
ing no longer needed, he was honorably 
discharged in June, 1865. and was mustered 
out at Aladison, \Wisconsin, where he was 
Sservillg as sergeant major at the post there. 

Returning to his ole) home in Berlin, 
Wisconsin, he took charge of Campbell 
Brothers’ marble works, as superintendent, 
winch position he held several years. In 
1872 he came to Cedar Rapids and formed 
a partnership with J. Ml. Searles in the same 
Ime of business, which they have since car- 
ried on with marked success. 


February 18, 1879, Mr. Baxter was: 
united in marriage with Miss Mary A. Karl, 
a daughter of Porter \W. and Susan (Hil~ 
ton) [far], who were born in the New Eng- 
laud states and are both now deceased. At 
an early day they came to Cedar Rapids, 
where Mr. Earl was engaged in the dry 
goods business for many years. Of their 
five children four are still living. Mr. and 
Mrs. Baxter have no children. Their hos- 
pitable home is ar No. 515 Eighth avenue, 
and is always open for the reception of their 
many Iriends. My. Baxter is a prominent 
Mason, and has taken all the degrees in the. 
York Rite. He is a meniber of Crescent 
Lodge, Ne. 25, A. F. & A. ML, of which 
he is past master and which he represented 
in the grand lodge in 1878 and 1879. He 
is also a inember of Trowel Chapter, No. 
49. and befure coming here was high priest 
of Berlin) Chapter, at Berlin, Wisconsin. 
Me is also a member of Apollo Command- 
ery, Ol wluch he is past commander and at. 
present 1s captain general of the command- 
ery. Ile is a member of the Maswnic 
Temple Association and of T. Z. Coak Post, 
G. A. Rk. In polities he is identified with the. 
Republican party, but has never cared for 
political preferment, 





NATHAN U, BALLARD. 

Tn early life the subject of this sketch. 
Was one of the most energetic and enter- 
prising: farmers of Linn county, but he has 
retired from active labor and is spending 
his declining years in ease and quiet at his 
pleasant home in’ Mt. Vernon. He 
barn in Trumbull county, Ohio, February 
16, 1839, and is a son of William and 
Louisa (Yeomans) Ballard, who were na- 
tives of New York and Connecticut. respec- 
tively, and were married in Trumbull coun-: 


was: 
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ty, Olio, where they continued to make 
their home unul coming to Linn county, 
Jowa, in the fall of 1854. Thev located 
on a farm hve miles from Mt. Vernon, 
where the father practically made his home 
until Ius death, which occurred September 
27, 1872. The mother died in 1896, 
was buried in Mt. Zion cemetery near Mt. 
Vernon. 
drei, of whom one died in infanev. 
others were Josephus, who married Phebe 
J. Lee, and both died in Newton, Kansas: 
Warren \W., who married Sophia Andrews 
and died in Linn township, this county, at 


and 


In their fanuly were seven chil- 
The 


the ave of forry-eight vears; Nathan U., 
Ot this review; Lydia, who married Charles 
Lee and died in Mt. Vernon December 25, 
1900; Azuba, who died at the age of fifteen 
years; amd Miusell, who married Adelia 
sinmons and lives in Omaha, Nebraska. 
He was a member of Company M, First 
lowa Cavalry, during the Civil war, and 
Was in the service four vears, six months 
and fitteen davs. 

Nathan U. Ballard is indebted to the 
district schools of his native county for lis 
educational privileges, and he early acquired 
an excellent knowledge of agricultural pur- 
silts while assisting his father in the opera- 
tion OF the home farm. In 1854 he accom- 
panied his parents on their removal to Iowa, 
Which was a seminary, after which he at- 
tended a district school for the same length 
and for a time was a student at Cornell 
College, in the frst school building erected, 
of time. At ihe age of twenty-one he 
leased a farm of seventy acres and com- 
menced farming on his own account. 

Responding to his country’s call for aid 
in putting down the rebellion. he enlisted 
111 September, TS61, as a member of Cont 
pany My First Iowa Cavalry, and after 
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spending thirteen days in drilling at Daven- 
port. went to burlington, and from there 
to St. Louis, the winter being passed at 
Jefferson Barracks. In March the regiment 
went to Clinton, Missouri, and was engaged 
in scouting through that state, fighting prin- 
cipally guerrillas and gangs of marauders, 
such as the James boys, the Younger broth- 
ers and Quantrell’s band. With three hun- 
dred mounted men forming an advance 
guard our subject went from Butler to Lone 
Jack. where they encountered seven thou- 
sand of the enemy, including the Younger 
and James boys. In the retreat which fol- 
lowed they met five thousand Union  sol- 
diers under command of General Blunt 
bringing up the rear. This was a surprise 
to the enemy, who had attempted to sur- 
round the Iowa Cavalry. and they turned 


back followed by the Union troops for four’ 


days. On the ride the advanee guard went 
ninety miles in a day and a half, riding 
only in daylight. The command then re- 
turned to Butler, Missouri, and was engaged 
in skirmishing in that locality until the fall 
of 1863, when they started for Little Rock, 
driving the rebels before them. Mir. Bal- 
lard’s regiment was the first to cross the 
river the dav Little Rock was taken, and 
his company was on the skirmish line. Mr. 
Ballard, his brother and two others were 
the advance videttes twenty rods ahead of 
the skirnush line and drew the fre of a 
rebel] regiment of infantry, but were un- 
hurt. Later in the day the company was 
ordered to capture a rebel battery, but when 
within twenty rods ef it the enemy opened 
frre, and they were also under the cross fre 
of another battery. On the retreat Mr. Bal- 
lard was the last to turn back, and nar- 
rowly escaped being cut down by a passing 


cannon ball. The companyx was under fre 
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the entire day, but only one man was wound- 
ed. A colonel of another regiment gave 
orders that his command should head the 
march into the city, but the Iowa Cavalry 
could not be held back, and were the lirst 
to enter Little Rock. At the edge of thie 
town they saw a house covered with the 
stars and stripes and a little girl marching 
up and clown in front of it, waving a Hag 
and singing the “Star Spangled Banner.” 
The soldiers took off their hats and gave 
three rousing cheers for the brave little 
one and those in the house. .\fter spend- 
ing the winter at Little Rock our subject's 
command started to join General Bank at 
Shreveport, Louisiana, but stopped at Cam- 
den to await further orders, and there 
learned af Banks’ defeat, and that a large 
body of Confederates were under forced 
qnarehing orders to cut them off from Lit- 
tle Rock. The Union troops had sixteen 
hundred wagons with them, seme loaded 
with supplies. which they endeavored to 
take hack. Lut if was tound necessary to 
destroy a large quantity of the supplies, 
while some was captured, and when thev 
reached Little Roek had only one wagon 
and two ambulances left. but they had two 
guns captured trom a rebel battery, and 
saved all ther own artillery. They also 
had three hundred prisoners, whom they 
turned over to a colored regiment. and as 
they were never heard of afterward, it i 
supposed that the regiment must have re- 


s 
talrated for the massacres and outrages per- 
petrated upon prisoners in the hands of ihe 
rebels. During this retreat they destroyed 
the pontoon bridge ane the eighty wagons 
that had carried it for two vears. They re- 
mained at Little Rock until mustered out 
of service, in September, 1864. 

Mr, Ballard then returned to Mt. Ver- 





non and resumed farming. He was married. 
in Marion. Jowa, December 21, £865, to 
Miss Sarah Ik. Leigh. a native of Indiana, 
aid a daughter of Foster \W. and Sarah 
(Buzenburgh) Leigh. who were natives of 
New Jersey and Indiana, respectively, and. 
came to Linn county, Iowa. in 1851, locat- 
Ing on a farm five nules northwest of Mt. 
Vernon, where they spent their remaining - 
days. Alrs. Ballard was the eighth in or- 
der of birth in-a fannly of ten children, 
the others being Charles. who married Lydia 
A. Ballard ance 
Isaiah, deceased. 


resides in Alt. Vernon; 
married Elhzabeth 
Buzenburg; John B.. who married the 
widow of Isaiah and lives in AIt. Vernon; 
Pheebe J., wife of Josephus Ballard; Eliza, 
wife of Philip Stinger. of Linn Grove; 
Clarissa T., deceased wife of Joseph Na- 


Who 


per, who lives on the old Leigh homestead 
in Liwn Grove: a twin sister of Clarissa, 
who died i infaney: Mary. wife of A. M. 
Walling, of David City, Nebraska: and 
lroster \W.. who married Emma Hanimond 
and resides in Alt. Vernon, Alrs. Ballard 
cied in Mav. i898 and was buried in Mt. 
Vernon cemetery. She left two children, 
(1) John L.. born October 21, 
1866. is engaged in farming on land near 


namely : 


Mi. Vernon, which was given him by his 
lather. [le married Maggie Riley, a na- 
live of this county, and they have two chil- 
dren, Howard and Harold. (2) Martha 
Estella. born January 13. 1873. is the wite 
at George Light, who is engaged in farm- 
ine three miles southeast of Mt. Vernon, 
amd they have three children, Ros, Grace 
and Hamer. 

Alr. Ballard was agai married Septem- 
her 27. r&99. at his present home in Mt. 
Vernon, to Miss Sue R. Berryman, who 
was born in Concerd, Kentucky. Her par- 
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ents were formerly of Ohno. Mr. Berry- 
man tullawed farming most of the time. 
Both her father and mother are clead. 

Mr. Ballard’s first farm consisted of one 
hundred anel twenty acres, to which he add- 
ed by purehase and heritage until he had 
two hundred and eighty-three and a halt 
acres, of which he has since given sixty- 
eiglit acres to lus son, forty aeres to hits 
daughter, and has sold tive and a half acres, 
while he rents the remaincer, ane now lives 
retired i Alt. Vernon, where he owns a 
good modern residence and two aeres ot 
land, which he also rents. Afr. and Mrs. 
Ballard live m1 a handsome residence which 
is wwned by Alrs. Ballard. Mr. Ballard 
gives Is political support to the Republi- 
can party, and cast 


his first presidential 


vete tor Abraham Lincoln. He served as 
tawuship trustee and road supervisor for 
six years each, and was school director for 
twa vears. During the Civil war he en- 
icred the service as a private, and was made 
a Nun-conuiissioned officer, being pronioted 
for meritorious service. Fraternally he is 
én honored member of \W. C. Dimnit Fost, 
No, 400. G. A, R.. and religiously holds 
membership im the’ Methodist Episcopal 
[lis well-spent and useful life has 
hot only gamed gor hint a comfortable com- 
petenee, but has won hint the contidence 
aud gaod will of his fellow citizens, and 
MOL a Mun in the community is held in 
higher regard than Nathan U. Ballard. 


ehureh. 


WILLIAM L. WELLER. 


The workl instinetively pays deference 
lo the man whose success has been worthily 
achieved, who has acquired a high repute- 


ma 6 


tion in his chosen calling and has overcome 
all the obstacles in the path to prosperity. 
This 1s a progressive age and he who does 
not advance 1s soon left far behind. By the 
provement of opportunities by which all 
are surrounded, Mr. Weller has steadily and, 
honorably worked his way upward and has 
attained a fair degree of prosperity. 

A native of Canada, he was bern in 
Peterbora, Ontario, September 5. 1846, and ° 
is one of a family of eight children. seven ot 
whom are still living, lus parents being Lov- 
reuzo R. and Corintha D. (Bettes) \Weller. 
His boyhood and youth were passed in Co- 
bourg, Canada, which is now a noted sum- 
mer resort, and his literary education was 
obtained in its public schools. On leaving 
home at the age of seventeen he went to 
Oswego, New York, where he was employed 
ina drug store for two years, during which 
time he gained a thorough knowledge of the 
business which he had chosen as a life work. 
Deciding to try his fortune in the west, he 
came to lowa. traveling by boat from Butfa- 
lo to Chicago. He stopped at each town be- 
tween Fulton and Cedar Rapids louking for 
a suitable location to establish a drug store, 
and finally decided to settle at the latter 
place. He wasa total stranger on his arriyay 
here in March, 1866. He rented a room, 
twelve by twenty-four feet. on First avenue, 
and opened for business on the 6th of March, 
1866. When this building was torn down 
three years later h® removed to another in 
the same neighborhood, which Ire cecupted 
for fifteen years. On the expiration of that 
time he built what is known as the Weller 
block on the corner of Third avenue and 
Third street, which is forty by ninety leet 
in dimensions, three stortes brick, and at 
the time was one of the largest store and 


office buildings in the city. He personally. 
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siiperintended the construction of this build- 
ing and has since occupied it. For thirty- 
five years he has now suceesstully engaged 
in the drug business in this city, and is ac- 
counted one of its leading business men. 
With one exception he has been longer en- 
gaged in the business than any other drug- 
gist inthe citv. Heisa member of the State 
Pharmeceutical Association. 

Mr. Weller has not confined his attention 
alone to the drug trade but has become in- 
terested in other business enterprises whieh 
have not only advanced his individual pros- 
perity but have been of material benefit te 
the citv. He owns considerable real estate. 
including both business and residence prop- 
erty, and hag been instrumental in adding 
considerably to the real estate value of Cedar 
Rapids. He has laid off two additions to the 
west side of the citv, known as Weller’s first 
and second additions, and beth proved verv 
profitable ventures. Ife is also interested in 
farm land. and now owns a valuable farm 
of two hundred acres near the city linuts on 
the East Side. Mr. Weller gives lis political 
support lo the men and measures of the Re- 
publican party, and was a charter member of 
and one of the organizers of the Occidental 


Club. with whieh he is sull connected. 
——— 


CHARLES Wt. MEFLER. 

Among the prominent and suecessiul at- 
i@rnevs 10 Iowa is this well known citizen 
of Mount Vernon, who Served with distine- 
tien as an Officer in the Civil war, and in 
limes of peace has borne a very important 
part in pubhie affairs. Ele was born in Fred- 
TS4T, 
aid is a son of Conrad Kepler, whose sketch 
He 
was only two vears old onthe removal of lis 
parenrs to Linn county, Lowa, 


erick county, Miarvland. January 1, 
appears on another page of this work 


and was 
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reared on the home tarm in Franklin town- 
ship. his early education heing obtained in 
the district schools of the neighborhood and 
In Cornell College at Mount Vernon, at. 
which latter place he was a student when thie 
Civil war broke out. 

On the 18th dav of September, 1861, 
Mir. Kepler enlisted as a private in Com- 
pany -\, 13th Iowa Volunteer Infantry. and 
was mustered into the United States service 
at Davenport, after which he was sent to St. 
Louis, and later to felferson City, Missouri. 
With his command he participated in the 
battles of Shiloh, Corinth. the siege and 
hattles around Vicksburg. the siege and bat- 
tles around Atlanta, and was with Sher- 
inan on his Mareh to the Sea, and through 
the Carolinas to Kichmeond, and from Rich- 
mond to Washington, and participated in 
the grand review ot the arnmnes at Wasltineg- 
ton, D. C.. at the close of the war. Jn the 
great battle of Shilol: his solcierty qualities 
attracted the attention of the officers of the. 
company and he was promoted to first ser- 
Peat. 

At the battle of Corinth, October 3, 
i862, he was severely wounded in the lett 
thigh and was witl: difficulty saved from 
capture and death by the heroism of Jol 
Kk. MeClaskey, of his company, who stopped 
the How ot blood and brought hint from 
the field, at the risk of his life. Aiter lis 
recovery he was commissioned second leu- 
tenant February 2, 1863, and served as such 
until he was promoted captain of Company 
A, January g, 1865. 

During his entire service he was never 
att duty except while absent recovering 
During the siege of At 
lanta he was on detached service in charge 
of the ambulance corps, and discharged its 
delicate and trying duties with courage and 


from luis wounds. 





CHAS. W. KEPLER. 


+4) 
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fidelity. After the battles around -Atlanta, 
jie was detailed as inspector of the 3d Bri- 
gade, 4th Division, 17th Army Corps, on 
Gen. W. \W. Belknap’s staff, and served as 
such during the March to the Sea, and un- 
til mustered out of the service Alarch 5, 
i865. at Louisville. Kentucky, when he was 
brevetted major of United States Volunteers 
jor gallant and meritorious conduct in bat- 
tle by a special act of Congress. 

Mr. Kepler during the war took up the 
study of law under the guidance and direc- 
tion of General Belknap, an able lawyer. 
who afterwards was appointed secretary ot 
war by President Grant. 

\ few year's after lis return to Alount 
Vernon, he engaged in the practice of law 
ant has continued in the practice ever since. 
He has met with marked success in his 
chosen profession and has won a merited 
pluce among the leading attorneys of the 
stale, aud enjoys a large and lucrative prac- 
tice. 

On the 26th day of April, rg00, he was 
appointed hy Leslie ML. Shaw, Governor of 
Iowa. a member of the Commission for the 
Erection of Monuments on the battlefield of 
shiloh. Tennessee. 

On the 6th of November, 1866, at Lis- 
bon, Mr. Kepler married Miss Mary Adaline 
MeClaskey, who was born in Montgomery 
county. Indiana, June 6, 1849. Her father, 
David MeClaskev, was born in TTenry coun- 
ty. Nentueky, November 27. 1814. and was 
ason of Isaac MceClaskey. a native of North- 
umberland county, Pennsylvania, and a 
srandson of James McClaskev, who came 
to this country from Ireland when a young 
man, and first settled in Pennsylvania, but 
later removed to Kentucky in 1794. at which 
time his son Isaac was ten yeurs of age. 
The latter married Muss Saral: Goodsil, and 
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in 1818 they removed to Washington coun- 
ty, Indiana, where he cleared and improved 
a farm. There he died in 1861 and his wife 
passed away in 1846. Vhey had eight chil- 
dren, of whom David was fifth in order of 
birth. He was reared and educated in In- 
diana, and in February, 1836, wedded Miss 
Mary Neely, who was born in Washington 
county, West Virginia, November 13, 1818, 
and was a daughter of Wilham Bb. and Ju- 
dith (Poole) Neely, natives of Virginia 
and North Carolina respectively. 

The year following the marriage David. 
McClaskey removed to Montgomery coun- 
ty, Indiana, where he owned and operated 
a farm until coming to Jowa in 1851. He 
purchased a farm in Pioneer township, Ce- 
dar county, where he made his home until 
1883, when he removed to Mount Vernon. 
Politically he was first a Whig anid later a 
Republican, and religiously both he and lus 
wife were faithful and consisent members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
died January 27, 188g, at M[t. Vernon, Iowa, 
and his wife passed away December 4, 1888, 
their remains being interred at Mount Ver- 
non. 

In their family were eight children, 
namely: Martha E., Judith M.. John R. (the 
one who so gallantly assisted in carrying our 
subject off the field at the battle of Corinth, 
and who participated in all of the engage- 
ments in which his company took part, and 
lost a limb at Nickajack Creek, in front ot 
Atlanta), Isaac M., Sarah Jane, Margaret 
K., Mary -\deline (wife of our subject), 
and Era A. 

They were all educated at Cornell Col- 
lege. and the father completed his education 
at De Pauw University, Indiana. 

Both Mrs. Kepler's paternal grandfa- 
ther, James McClaskey, and paternal great- 
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grandfather, 
the Revolutionary 


Neely, were soldiers of 
under General 
Washington, the former being captain of the 
company m which President MechKinley’s 
grandtather served. 

Myr. and Mrs. Repler have two children, 
TTattie May, at home with her parents, and 
who ts a graduate of the Musical Depart- 
nent of Cornell College, and Louis How- 
ard, a graduate of Cornell College. who 
is now reading law in his father's of- 
fice. but who intends entering a law school 
1 the fall of 1go1. 

socially Alr. INepler is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias Lodge, Mount Vernon, 
W. C. Dimmitt Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic, and the Alilitary Order of the 
Loval Legion. 


War, 


He has twice been elected 
president of the 13th lowa Regimental As- 


sociauon, and twice elected secretary of 


Crocker’s Iowa Brigade. an outline history 
OF which appears in the sketch of Col. H. 
H. Rood, on another page of this work, and 
is a member of the board of trustees of 
Cornell College and of the Methodist chureh 
for twenty years. = Preeminently — public- 
spirited and progressive, he takes quite an 
acuve aud influential part in the publie af- 
fairs of his own town and county, and in 
his early lite lus fellow citizens called upon 
him frequently to fll many of the local of- 
fees of the town. such as mayor. council- 
man, ete. As a citizen he ever stands ready 
to discharge any duty devolving upon him, 
and fis patriotism has been manifested in 
days of peace as well as in times ef war. 





JAMES KRIRKPATRICK., 


Thus early resident of Linn county is 
to-day one of the most highly respected ard 
worthy citizens of Mt.. Vernon, where he 
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is now living a retired life. He was born 
in Franklin county, Pennsylvania. Septem- 
ber 65. 1826, a son of John and Margaret 
(Martin) Nairkpatrick, natives of Ireland, 
who came to this country in i819 and set- 
tled in Franklin caunty. Pennsylvania, where 
they spent the remainder of their lives, the 
former dying at the age of sixty-seven years, 
The 
father followed farming and also worked at 
his trade as a linen weaver, which he had 
learned in his native land. 


the latter at the age of sixty-three. 


In his family 
were nine children, the nave eldest of whom 
were born in Ireland, but only four of the 
number are now living. 

The subject of this sketeh was reared and 
educated in the county of his nativity, aad 
during his early life acquired an excellent 
knowledge of agricultural pursits by as- 
sisting jus father in the operation of the 
home farin. In 1849 he removed to Warne 
county, Ohio, where he engaged in farming 
uti} 1856, and then came to Linn county, 
Towa, purchasing a farm of eighty acres in 
Frankhi: township. to which he added from 
time to time as his financial resources in- 
creased until he bad feur hundred acres. 
His home place was an seetions 27 and 34, 
where he tollowed farming most success- 
hully until rags, when he removed te Lisbon. 
Two years Jater, however, he took up his 
residence in Mt. Vernon, where he has since 
lived retired from active Jabor. 

On the 20th of \pril, i831, in Wayne 
county, Ohio, My. Kirkpatrick was united 
In marrage with Miss Sarah Hendersott, 
also a native of Pennsylvania, and a daugh- 
Her 


father was a prosperous farmer of Arn- 


ter Of Hugh and Nanev Henderson. 


strong county, Pennsylvania. who afterward 
removed to Ohio. Mrs. Kirkpatrick, who 
was a faithful member of the Presbyterian 
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church, died in Ohia, about a year after her 
marriage, leaving one son, Ralph, only five 
davs okl. He is now a prominent farmer 
residing on section 27, Franklin township, 
and is represented on another page of this 
“yolume. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick was again married, in 
Franklin township, this county, .\pril 15, 
1838, his second union being with Miss 


Susiun E. Cowan, a native of \Vestmoreland 


county, Pennsylvania, and a daughter ot 
Alexander C. ( Sunmple) 
Cowan. Her father was a carpenter and cab- 


and AMfargaret 
inet maker by trade, and followed these occu- 
pations during his residence in the Keystone 
State. but after his removal to fowa in 
1856, he engaged in farming in [*ranklin 
townslup., Linn for 
His last days. however. were spent in Tama 


county, many years. 
county, Towa, where both he and lis wite 
died. They had a family of eight children. 
iy ls second marriage Mr. Kirkpatrick 
had eight children. of whom two died when 
young. as follows: (1) 
Cowan married Edith Cantral, and resides 
on the old homestead in Franklin township, 
though he expects soon to move to Lisbon. 
(2) John AL. is also represented elsewhere 
inthis work. (3) Robert, a farmer of Frank- 
lin township, married Jennie Light and they 
have three children. (4) Mary is the waite 
wf Tlenry Wetzel, whe is engaged in the 
Millburn, 
Dallas county, Towa, and they have seven 
children. (5) Emma is the wife of D. E. 
Long. a dry goods merchant, of Mt. Vernon. 
(6) Lizzie is the wife of Charles Krebs, a 
market gardener of Cedar Rapids. and they 
have six children. 


The others are 


grain and elevator business al 


Mis, Kirkpatrick, the 
mother of these children, died on the home 
farm in Franklin township, July 22, 1874, 
at the age of forty-one vears. She was 4 
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devout and active member of the |reshy- 
terian church, a faithful wife and loving 
mother. 

As one of the prominent and infuentiai 
citizens of his community Mr. Kirkpatrick 
was called upon to fll the offices of town- 
ship trustee and treasurer; and also district 
treasurer in Franklin township for nineteen 
years, and road commissioner for several 
terms. In religious belief he, too, is a Pres- 
byterian, and has taken quite an active and 
prominent part in church work, serving as 
trustee of the church in Franklin towt-- 
ship and Mt. Vernon for several years. 


——_o->__—_— 


JAMES A. STAMBAUGH. 


James A. Stambaugh. who is successlully 
carrying on farming and slock raising on 
section 21, Bertram township, was bern in 
Linn county, on the 8th of December, 1852, 
and is a son ef Samuel Stambaugh, of whom 
extended mention is made in the sketch ot 
George W. Stambaugh on another page ot 
this volume. The farher, who was a native 
of Pennsylvania, died on the old homestead 
in Bertram township, September 20, (897. 
He was married in Schuyler county, [{l- 
nois, to Rachel Bryant. a native of Ohno, 
who died at the home of her daughter im 
Marion, April 23, rgot. By this union were 
born twelve children, of whom two died in 
infancy. The others were as follows : Mary 
A. is the wife of William L. Stoneking. a 
farmer of Bertram township; Louisa \. 15 
the wife of William Cory, a farmer of Green, 
county, lowa; Sarah FE. died at the age of 
forty years; Samuel E. married Della Yar- 
vey, of Lisbon. Iowa, and now resides in 
Santa Anna, California; Noah 1. married 
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Lilly Lamson, of Marion, Iowa, and lives 
in Curtis, Oklahoma; James is the next of 
the family; Rachel J. is the wife of Charles 
Lamson, of Sumas City, Washington: 
George W. is represented on another page 
of this volume; Albert H. married Letcie 
Workinan and resides in Browning, Schuy- 
ler county, Illinois; and Martha Eva is the 
wite of Zach Berry, of Marion, Lowa. 

The district schools of this county atford- 
ed James A. Stambaugh his educational 
privileges, and while attending school jn 
winter he assisted his father in the work 
ot the home farm through the summer 
months until nineteen years of age. He then 
rented forty acres of Jand of his futher. anc 
resided thereon for five years. The follow- 
ing vear he rented the Daniels farm. and 
next rented the Berry farm one vear, and at 
the end of which time he returned to the old 
homestead, remaining there three vears. 

On the 25th of June, r882. in Linn coun- 
tv, Mr. Stambaugh was united in Marriage 
with Aliss Louisa Berry, who was born in 
Iilinois. August 29, 1852, a daugliter of 
John and Polly Millner Berry, both natives 
of this country. She died October 1. 1883. 
and was laid to rest at Crab Apple, this 
county. She left one son, Charles L.. who 
was born October 1, 1883, and now assists 
lis father in the labors of the farm. 

Mr. Stambaugh 
March g, 1887, in Marion, Iowa, his second 
umon being with Miss Mary Ella Parker 
who was born in Concord, New Hampshire, 
July 20, 1862. Her parents. Sanimel and 
Aimelna (Messer) Parker, were both natives 
of Bow, New Hampshire, the former born 
December 30, 1821, the latter July 24. 1825. 
They were married at that place April &. 
1847. and for eighteen years thereafter he 


Was again married, 


devoted his time to the manutacture of 


1892; and Roy, born November 5. 
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piano and organ keys, and in 1866 came 
west, locating at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where 
the father worked at his trade of carpenter 
lor a sliort time. Subsequently they settled 
south of Mt. Vernon, where he followed mill- 
ing for about a vear, and then removed west 
of that place, where he engaged in the same 
Occupation for five years. He next located 
on a farm near Bertram, and devoted his 
attention to agricultural pursuits for fifteen 
years. He then retired from active labor 
and removed to Cedar Rapids, where his- 
death occurred November 1, 1894, his re- 
maims being interred in the cemetery there. 
llis widow now resides with our subject. 
Their children were Frank ., who married 
Martha Oxley and resides in Cedar Rapids; 
Martha A., who died at the age of eleven 
nionths; Arzilla M.. who died at the age of 
mneteen; William, who married Rosie White 
and lives on a farm in Bertram township; 
Mary Ella, wife of our subject. and Charles, 
boxwell and also re- 
sides on a farm in Bertram township. By 
his second marriage Mr. Stambaugh has 
three children, namely: Hattie E., born 
January 23, 1889; Clara E.. born April 24, 
LAgg. 

Mr. Stambaugh’s first purchase of land 
consisted of forty acres on section 21, Bert- 
ram township, to which he has subsequently 
added fifty-four acres, and he also owns 
a one-third interest in the old homestead. 


who married Frankie 


He has made many substantial improvements 
on his farm, including a geod residence. 
barns and cattle sheds. He raises a high 
grade of stock for market, to which he 
feeds all of his grain, and is one of the most 
progressive agriculturists of his community. 
He attends the Christian Science church, of 
Cedar Rapids, and votes for the principles 
which he believes are for the best interests 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





——_—_——_—— 


He has 
supervisor 


of the people, regardless of party. 
filled rhe offices of road and 
school director for a number of years, and 
has ever faithfully discharged any duty de- 
volving upon lum whether public or private. 


=i: 


ikA A. BARNES. 


Among the energetic and sticcessful agri- 
culturists of Franklin township is the sub- 
Ject of this sketch who is now engaged in 
dairy farming on section r4. He was born 
in the same township, one mule west of Nt. 
Vernon, April 4, 1854, and belongs to a 
jamily of English origin which was founded 
in Canada at a verv early day. His father, 
M.C. Barnes, was born in that country, in 
1817, and in 1839 wedded Miss Marvy Wil- 
cOx, a native o! New York. Prior to lowa’s 
admission to the Union they came to this 
state in 1843, driving from New York with 
an ox team and sled. and crossing the Missis- 
sippt river on the ice Mareh 20. On reaching 
Linn county they found an almost unbroken 
wilderness abounding with game and in- 
hahited princtpally by Indians. The father 
purchased eighty acres of land in Franklin 
township, and during those early days did 
all of his trading in Cedar Rapids. He was 
called upon ta fill local offices and served as 
constabe a number of years. He died at the 
home of his daughter in Chicago, June 16, 
1890, and his wife died in Benton county, 
lowa, May 4, the same year, while visiting 
at the hame of our subject, and the remains 
ot both were interred in the Mt, Vernon 
cemetery. | 

Unto this worthy couple were born eight 
children, as follows: George R. Enlisted Sep- 
tember 15, 1861, in Company A, Thirteenth 
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Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and died May, 
28, 1862; Jennette is the wife of Williany: 
Cook, of Webster, Madison county, Jowa;. 
Frank M., who is engaged in the dairy busi- 
ness 1n Calhoun county, lowa, married frst 
Eliza Robinson and after her death wedded 
Lizzie Kenderdine, a sister of our subject's 
wife; Almira is the wite of George MIcMil- 
len, who resides near Clarks, Merrick county, 
Nebraska; Rosina is the wife of Joseph 
Shidler, who lives near Lisbon, Iowa: Ira A. 
is next in order of birth; Mary FE. is the wife 
of Wilbur Owens, of Chicago; and Carrie is 
also a resident of that city. 

Reared on the home farm, Ira .\. Barnes 
assisted his father in the labors of the Nelds, 
and attended the district schools until eight- 
cen years of age, after which he devoted his, 
entire time and attention to agricultural. 
pursuits. He was married at Lisbon, Sep- 
tember 15. 1881, the lacy of Ins choice being. 
Miss Hannah Nenderdine, who was born in 
this county, June 17, 1858, of German ex- 
traction, though her parents, Theodore and 
Hannah (Baker) Kenderine, were both 
natives of Pennsylvania, where their mar- 
riage was celebrated. They came west about 
1850 and settled in Lisbon, Iowa, where Mr. 
Kenderdine engaged in the blacksmith busi- 
ness for some vears, but 3s now living re- 
tired at that place. His wife diedl May 15. 
1870, and was buried in Lisbon. They had 
six children, namely: Josephine, who died at 
the age of ten years; Elizabeth, wife ot 
Frank Barnes, of Lake City, Calhoun coun- 
ty, Iowa, a brother of our subject; Matilda, 
who died at the age of one year; Hannah, 
wife of our subject; Jennette, wiie of W. H. 
Brown, of Lake City, lowa; and -\lma, wife 
of Fletcher Brown, of Primghar, O'Brien 
county, Jowa. Mr. and Mrs. Barnes have 
one child, Ray Vernon, who was born July 
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17. 1882, and is now attending school in 
Lisbon. 

Mr. Barnes remained on his father’s farm 
tor five vears after his marriage, and then 
went to Benton county, Iowa, where he ope- 
rated a rented farm for two vears. On the 
expiration of that time he returned to Linn 
county, and purchased a farm of eighty- 
hve acres on section 14, Franklin township. 
on which he has made a number of improve- 


ments, including the erection of a fne barn. - 


In 1899 he purchased an additional six acres 
on the same section, and on the tst of March, 
1901. bought what is known as the Mc. 
Vernon Dairy, which he is now successfully 
conducting. 
a high grade of milch cows, and is supplied 


His farm is well stocked with 


with all modern appliances foun! upon a 
Hrst class dairy farm. 

In tis social relations Mr. Barites is a 
member of Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 551, 
J; O; OF FF... iid Mi Veivow Caing, Ma. 
1376, M. W. A., and in religious helief he 
is a Alethodist. Like his father he is a 
stanch supporter of the Republican party. 
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and takes a cleep and commendable interest 
In public affairs. 


ANDREW JACKSON HARVEY. 


The subject of this sketch is a popular 
and intluential ettizen of Tray Mills, where 
he has suceesstully engaged in mereantila 
business for fifteen years. He is a native 
ot this county, born on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1844, and is a son of Henry Tarrison 
and Rachel (Ellis) Harvey. In their family 
ot five children, he was the third in order 
of Inrth, and only himself and sister, Mrs. 








$e 


John Pugh, ot Troy Mills, are now living, 
The father died when our subject was quite 
young. | 
Myr. Harvey was reared and educated in 
this county, and at the age of twenty vears 
Sstartecd| out to make Ins own way in the 
werld. lor some time he worked at La 
Favette. On the 29th of October, 1886, he 
came to Troy Mills. where in partnership 
with James Brevdon he purchased the store 
of Worth Jackman. Subsequently he bouglit 
Is partner's interest in the business and 
He carries a 
stock of 


now conducts the store alone. 
large and well-selected general 
merchandise, and by fair and honorable deal- 
ing has built up an excellent trade. He also 
owns a farm which is devoted to stock rais- 
ing, and is engaged in the butcher business, 
conducting a market in connection with his 
store. * 

When the country became involved in 
civil war, Mfr. Harvey enlisted in August, 
1862, in Company A. Thirty-first Towa 
Volunteer Infantry, and was in active service 
fer three years, taking part in the siege of 
Vicksburg, and the celebrated march to the 
sea under the command of General Sherman. 
When the war was over and his services 
were no longer needed, he was mustered 
out at Davenport, Iowa, July 3, 1865. He 
Is NOW a prominent member of the Orwein 
Post, No. 509, G. A. R., in which he has 
held the offices of quartermaster and com- 
mander, and he also belongs to the Masonic 
Lodge at Walker. He was alwavs affiliated 
with the Republican party since he cast his 
first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, 
and takes a deep and commendable interest 
in public affairs. He has served as trustee 
of his township for several vears, and in all 
the varied relations of life has heen found 
trne to every trust reposed in him. 
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COLONEL ISAAC M. PRESTON. 


Colonel Preston was one of the pioneer 
attorneys of Linn county, Iowa, and one of 
the most prominent criminal lawyers m the 
state. In this profession probably more 
than any other success depends upon indivicd- 
ual merit, upon a thorough understanding 
of the principles of jurisprudence, a power 
of keen analysis, and the ability to present 
clearly. concisely and forcibly the strong 
points i) his cause, 


sary qualifications. Colonel Preston was ac-, 


corded a foremost place in the ranks of the 
profession in Linn county. 

The Colonel was born in Bennington. 
Vermont. April 6, 1813. a son of Ephraim 
Preston. who during the boyhooa of our 
subject removed to Elbridge, Onondago 
county, New York, which was then consid- 
erel the far west. There he was reared 
upon his father’s farm, receiving hut lumited 
educational advantages, and at the age of 
sixteen years started out to make lis own 
way in the world. He learned the carpen- 
ter’s trade, and as a carpenter went to Iowa 
Citv. in 841. While there he took up the 
sttidy of law and was admitted to the bar. 

Prior to caming west Colonel Preston 
had wedded Miss Mary J. Facer, a native of 
New York City, whose father was of Eng- 
lish birth, who. on coming to this country, 
settled in New York City. Two sons blessed 
this union, namely: Joseph H.. who was born 
it Yates Center, New York. and is now a 
prominent attorney of Cedar Rapids. ls 
sketch appearing on another page of this 
volume; and Edmund C., who was born m 
Davton, Ohio. 

In 1842, after his admission to the bar, 
Colonel Preston located in Marion, which 
was then the new county seat and contamed 
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Possessing these neces- 
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only three houses. He was the first attorney 
to locate permanently there. and he contin- 
ued in practice at that place until 1$78. when 
For many 
vears he was considered one of the leading 
attorneys of the county, and continued m 
active practice until his death, which oc- 
curred March 6, 1880. He was noted tor 
his remarkable ability as a criminal lawyer 


he removed to Cedar Rapids. 


and defended more criminals than any other 
man in this section of the state. He was 
one of the first attorneys of the Jones coun- 
ty calf case and was connected with if unt 
The Colonel was also attorney 
for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road when it was being built from the Mis- 
sissippi river west, and had supervision of 
the legal department of the road at that 
time. He possessed great power in swaying 
1 jury, and appeared never to be surprised 
when conducting any case. He was a man 
who thoroughly loved his profession, and 
was eminently gifted with the capabilities 
of mind which are indispensable at the bar. 
He was thoroughly familiar with authority 
and never at a loss for a precedent. 

In his political affiliations Colonel Pres- 
ton was always a stanch Democrat, and took 
an active part in public affairs. He was the 
first United States district attorney uncer 
the territory of Iowa, and was county judge 
of Linn county for vears. He 
was a member of the state senate during 
the big fight which resulted in removing the 
capital from Iowa City to Des Moines, and 
had previously been a member of the state 
legislature. He was actively identihed with 
the state militia and was commissioned col- 
onel of a regiment. During the Mexican 
war it was his duty to see that the state iurn- 
ished its full quota. Linn county having to 
furnish only three men. Public-spirited and. 


his death. 


several 
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progressive he took a prominent part in 
promoting the upbuilding and prosperity of 
Marion, and erected the first brick house in 
that place. He also built a residence in 
Cedar Rapids. He was an Odd Fellow of 
long-standing, and was a man of highly re- 
spected and esteemed by all who knew him. 
Liis estimable wife, who was born August 
9, 1815, and died March 8, tgor, in Cedar 
Kapids, was a member ot the I:piscopal 
church. 


JOSIAH WHITE. 


Josiah White, who holds the responsible 
position of superintendent of the water sup- 
ply department for the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, is a native of 
London, England, born at No. 1 Victoria 
Road, Kentishtown, March tr, 1846, and is 
a son of Isaae and Ann (Nineham) White, 
who also claimed England as their birth- 
place. He ts the oldest of their seven chil- 
dren, all of whom are now living in Cedar 
Rapids. Iowa. The parents are both now 
deceased. By trace the tather was a cabinet- 
nvaker, and im early lite was emploved as a 
private pattern maker by a London firm en- 
gaged in the manufacture af a high grade 
of pianos. and had charge of the construc- 
tion of a number of pieces of furniture which 
were given to the various crowned heads of 
Europe hy Victoria. But on account of ill 
health he was at length forced to leave Lon- 
don and removed to a farm in Dorsetshire, 
England. He later came to Canada and 
thence to Cedar Rapids with our subject. 
and was employed by the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad for many vears, 
making their ofhee furiture and fine work 
in their coach and other departments. He 
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died here in December, 1892, and the mother 
inthe previous April. 

Our subject began his education in the 
public schools of Dorsetshire, and later at- 
tended a select boarding school, where he- 
completed Ins literary studies about 1861. 
He then had charge of threshing and other 
machinery, and for a time was in the em- 
ploy of an architect on the Pharquharsen es- 
tate. With the hope of bettering his fortune: 
in the new world he went to Canada with. 
his brother, Isaac S.. and a cousin. sailing 
from Liverpool ro Quebec on the rst of 
September. 1871, on the steamer Circassian. 
ot the Allen line. On arriving in the latter 
city he proceeded at once to Montreal and 
trom there to Toronto. Here Mr. \White 
Was accosted upon the street by a gentleman. 
who wanted to know if lis name was not. 
White. and receiving an affirmative answer 
desired to engage his services to go to Stat- 
ford to handle the Hax manutacturing busi- 
ness, as he had previous experience in Eng- 
land. Our subject accepted the position and 
remained there some time. While at Sarma,. 
Ontarig, he was joined by his father and 
brother, who engaged in cabinetimaking there 
for a, time, and in 1872 the family came to 
Cedar Rapids, Towa. 

Before leaving Englaud Mr. White was 
connected with the operation of fax mills, 
and gamed about three vears’ experience in. 
the usage of pumps, and on coming to Cedar 
Rapids he entered the employ of the Burling- 
tou, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, un- 
der the master builder, to look after the 
pumps at the water stations. In 1876 he re- 
ceived the appointment of superintendent ot 
the water supply department from: W. P. 
Clark, who was then chief engincer, and this 
position he has since filled in a most capable 
and satisfactory manner, having general su-- 





JOSIAH WHITE. 


—y 


rd 





oo ee 


—_—_—_ — 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


§29 





pervision of the entire ater supply of the 
road. 

On the 24th of August, 1876, Mr. White 
led io the marriage altar AMliss Jennie AI. 
Cantelo, a daughter of James Cantelo and a 
native of the Isle of Wight, England, whence 
she came to .\merica about 1860. By this 
wion were born six eluldren, of whom one 
died in infaney. Those living are Lrnest 
Cantelo, a mechanical engineer, who was su- 
perintendent of the American machinery 
building at the Paris Exposition in 1900, 
and is now a resident of New York; May 
Lillian: Charlotte J.; Ethel G.; and Cyril J. 
The iamily have a nice home at 1922 First 
avenue. Afr. White isa member of Crescent 
Lulee, “ng FE. & A. MM, ot the Order of 
the [astern Star, of the Ancient Or- 
der of Lnited Workmen, and the Bankers 
Irraternal Reserve Association. ITe 1s now 
vice-president and director of the Parlor 
City Fuel Company, altends and supports 
Grace Episcopal church. and is a stanel sup- 
porter of the Republican party and its prin- 
ciples. 


JAMES W. HOFFMAN. 


James W. Hoffman, who is suecessfully 
engaged in agricultural pursuits on section 
26, Franklin township, was born in Linn 
county, February 15, 1858, a son of John and 
Mary (Coleman) Hoffman. The father was 
born in Pennsylvania, and in early life went 
to Dayton, Ohio, where he mairied Eliza- 
beth Ausley, a native of that state, by whom 
he had three children. One of these died 
In infancy, and George W. was killed August 
22, 1864, while fighting for his country in 


ames . 
the war of the Rebellion. The only one now 
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living is Susan, who is the widow of Will- 
1am Pisel, and makes her home with her 
daughter in Humboldt county, Lowa. 

In 1844 John Hoffman was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Aliss Alary 
Coleman, also a native of Dayion, Ohno. 
and by this marriage he had seven clnidren 
who are still living: Martha J.. wife of 
Albert Wilhams, a farmer of Franklin town- 
ship, this county; Lizzie A., who lives with 
her brother, Lincoln F.; John Henry, who 
married Lizzie Burge and follows farming 
in Franklin township; James Wesicy. of this 
review; Calvin Milton, who married Jennie 
Meakin, now deceased. and lives in Franklin 
township; Mary Catherine, wile of Charles 
Haskins, of Bonilla, Beadle county, South. 
Dakota; and Lincoln F., who is represented 
on another page of this volume. Another 
son, Joseph, was killed October 20, 1876, at 
the age of twenty years, six months and ten 
days by accidental discharge of a gun while 
out hunting. He was attending college at 
that time, and was an exceptionally bright 
young man, who was generous almost to a 
fault and was held in high regard by all 
who knew him. 

In 1846, accompanied by his wife and 
three children John Hoffman came to lowa, 
the journey being made overland in what 
was known as a prairie schooner. On reach- 
ing Linn county he took up a clam otf one 
hundred and sixty acres in Franklin town- 
ship, which at that time was all, wild prairie 
and timber land, and to its cultivation and 
improvement he at once turned Is attention. 
Being an industrious man of good business 
ability, he prospered in his new home, arid 
as time advanced he added to his farm until 
he had three hundred and sixty-seven acres 
of valuable land under a high state of culti- 
vation and improved with good and sub- 


stantial hiuldings, including a most com- 
fortable home. He continued to reside 
upon his farm until his death, which oc- 
curred April 21, 1896. He was a faittul 
anc consistent member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and was one of the most 
highly esteemed citizens of lis community. 
In his political affiliations he was a Republi- 
can. His estimable wife died June 3, 1883, 
and both were laid to rest in the Lishon 
cemetery. 

During lis boyhood and youth James 
W. Hoffman pursued his studies in the «dis- 
trict schools near his father’s home, and 
worked on the farm until r8go0, when he re- 
moved to a forty-acre tract of land on sec- 
tion 26. Franklin township. which was given 
him by his father and which he still occupies. 
Subsequently he bought a forty-acre tract 
wich he afterward sold, and then purchased 
forty-seven acres, so that he now has a goocl 
farm of eighty-seven acres, which he keeps 
under excellent cultivation. He gives con- 
siderable attention to the breeding of sliort- 
horn cattle and Jersey red swine, and also 
raises horses for market, feeding all the grain 
he raises to his stock. He has built a goad 
residence upon jus place, barns, sheds and 
other outbuildings, and has one of the most 
desirable farms of 11S size in the locality. 
Politically he is a supporter of the Re- 
publican party, and is now serving as treas- 
urer of the school board. 

On the 15th of April, 1893, in this coun- 
ty, Mr. Hoffman married Miss Dora Whit- 
Jach, who was born April 2, 1872, and 1s a 
daughter of Adam Whitlach, a sketch of 
whom is found elsewhere im work. 
Three children grace tlis union, namely: 
Blanche Carroll, born May 15, 1894; Harold 
Glenn, barn March 1. 1896; and Merrill J.. 
born Novetnber 14, 1897. 


this 
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FRANCIS N. SEABROOK. 

Many of the leading raitroad men of 
Cedar Rapids have gradually worked their 
way upward to positions of trust and re- 
sponsibility, becoming the head of important 
departments. To this class belongs Francis 
N. Seabrook, who is now so efficiently serv- 
me as city or local freight agent for the 
Burlingion, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail: 
road. 

A native of Maryland, he was born in 
Ikmmetsburg, on the &th of September, 
1857, and is a son of Jesse -\. and Mary C. 
(IXirk) Seabrook, the former a nalive of 
Casstown, Pennsylvania. the latter of Em- 
metsburg, Marviand. The father had no 
regular occupation. but followed various pur- 
suits, such as teaning, farming and general 
merchandising, and after coming to Cedar 
Rapids served on the police force, being 
thus employed at the time of his death, as 
he died very sudlenlv of heart disease at 
the police station at the age of sixty-two 
vears. His wife is also deceased. In their 
family were eight children, of whom six 
are still living. 

Francis N. Seabrook. the oldest of this 
family, spent the davs of his boyhood and 
youth in Maryland, and received a goud 
common school education. In 1876, at the 
age of eighteen vears, he accompanied his 
uncle, who was a resident of Cedar Rapids. 
Iowa, to this city. where he soon found eim- 
ployment with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad as truckman. His 
next position was as city freight delivery 
clerk, and later served as bill clerk and after- 
ward as rate clerk. In 1900 he was made 
chief clerk of the office, and in Noventher of 
that year was appointed city or local freight 
agent, in which capacity he is now serving 
so acceptably. 
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On the roth of October, 1887, Air. Sea- 
brook married Miss Louisa Duffack, who 
was born in Jowa, but at an early age re- 
moved with the fanuly to Minnesota, where 
their marrtage was celebrated. She 1s one 
of a tainly of ten children, of whom seven 
are living. her parents being John and Mar- 
earet Duttack. The father, who was a car- 
penter by occupation, died in 1871, while 
his wife died in 1898 He was born in 
Bavaria. and his wife in Austria, Germany. 
Mr. and Mrs. Seabrook have three children, 
Angelo, Paul and Gertrude. The family are 
commuticants of the Cathohe church, and 
Mr. Seabrook is also a member of the Cath- 
olic Order of Foresters and the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. In polities he 
is uvlepenclent. 
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JOHN F. MOFN. 

\ 

The subject of this sketch, who is one of 
the leading agriculturists of Franklin town- 
ship. resides on section 1. Tle is a native 
of the state, having been born in Cedar 
county, February 18, 1865, and is a son of 
Conrad and Elizabeth (Rick) Mohn, who 
were born, reared andl married in Hesse 
Darmstadt, Germany, but who emigrated to 
the United States in 1858, first locating in 
the village of Lisbon, where the father 
worked by the day for a time. Tle later 
rented a farm: in Cedar county, where he 
remained two vears, when he returned witl, 
his family to Linn county and for the suc- 
ceeding four years cultivated a rented farm 
near Lisbon. In 1869 he moved ta White 
Oak, Joues county, and bought a farm of one 
hundred and forty acres, which was well 


improved. He there continued to reside 
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wirtil his death in i891. THis son, Philip, still 
resides on the old home place, wlnle the 
mother moved to Lisbon, where she bought 
a comfortable home and where she still re- 
sides. ‘lo Conrad and Elizabeth Mohn six 
cluldren were born, namely: William, who 
married fennie Wickham and = resides in 
Richmond, Missouri; Katie. who died at the 
age of four years; Philip G., who married 
Lotta Davis, and lives on a farm in Jones 
county, lowa; John F.. our subject: Minnie, 
wife of John B. Merheld, a farmer of Jones 
county, Jowa: and George, a twin brother 
of Philip, who died in infaney. 

At the age of five vears Jolin 1°. Molii 
accompanied his parents on their removal 
to Jones county. Iowa, where he attended 
the district schools until about eighteen years 
of age, and acquired a thorough knowledge 
of agricultural pursuits by assisting lus fa- 
ther in the operation of the home farm. 
On leaving the parental roof at the age of 
twenty-three years he rented a farm of one 
hundred acres, where he lived for two years, 
aud for the same length of time rented a 
farm of similar size in Pioneer township, 
Cedar county. In the spring of 1893 he 
came to Linn county, and purelased one 
hundred and twenty acres of improved Jand 
on section I, Franklin townslup, which he 
has since operated most successfully. The 
land is rie black loam and is one of the 
best farms in the locality, being worth seven- 
tv-five dollars per acre. In connection with 
general farming Mr. Molin is also engaged in 
stock raising, and in this branch of his 
business he has also prospered. Besides lis 
farm he owns six acres of good timber Jand, 
and other property in Martelle, Jowa. 

Mr. Mohn was married in Linn county, 
December 20. 1888, the lady of lis choice 
heing Miss Linnie C. Ellison, who was bora 


i 


here, March 5, 1868 a daughter of Jobn 
and Rachel (Curtis) Ellison, a sketch ot 
whom appears on another page of this vol- 
ume. Two children bless this nmian: Oscar 
C., born July 29, 1890: and Freda .\., born 
December 9. 1900. The family attend the 
Evangelical chureh, of Lishon, and Abr. 
Mohn has always been an earnest advocate 
and staunch supporter ef the Democratic 
party and its principles. 


——$— 
CHARLES E. BERR*. 


The agricultural isterests of Bertram 
township are well represented by this gentle- 
man whose home is on section 28. .\ native 
of this county, he was born in’ Bertram 
township, February 27. 1859, and 1s a son 
of Robert Berry, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this work, During the first twenty 
years of lus life our subject attended the 
country schools and aided in the work ot 
the farm. 

On the 20th of September, 1882, Mr. 
Berry was married in Johnson county, Mis- 
souri, to Miss Laurana J. Byers. who was 
born in Ohio, August 13, 1862. Her par- 
ents, Joseph and Mary C, (Lynn) Byers, 
were bern. reared and married in Ohno, 
from which state they removed to Michigan, 
remaining there until the close of the Civil 
war, when they removed to Jotnsoan county, 
Missourt. where they still reside. They had 
three children of whom Alrs. Berry was 
the oldest; Sally is the wife of Marion 
Herring, of Henry county, Missouri; and 


Frank. who is also married and lives in the 


same county. 

After his marriage Mr. Berry rented one 
hundred and twenty acres of his father's 
Jand, which he operated until March, 1887, 
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when he removed to Henry county, Missourt, 
and engaged in farming there until the fol- 
lowing fall. There his wife died Septem- 
ber 25, 1887. and her remains were brought 
back and interred in Campbell cemetery, 
Bertram, Lowa. leit children, 
namely: Cordelia E., born September 3, 
1883: Gertrude N., born December 26, 
1884: Jennie A.. born May 4. 1886; and 
Charles R., born \ugust 8, 1887. 

On the rst of October, 1887. Alr. Berry 
returned to this county, and was in the em-. 
ploy of the Chicago & Northwestern Rail- 
road company, until July 1. 1888. Since 
then he has resided upon the tarm which 


She four 


he now occupies, it consisting of one hundred 
and eighty acres on section 28. Bertram 
townslup, and in its cultivation he has met 
with excellent success. He has mide many 
improvements upon the place. including the 
erection of an elegant frame residence in 
modern stvle of archrtecture, and also large 
barns and eattle sheds. He intends making 
a specialty of the raising of Hereford cattle, 
of which he has a good herd. and he also 
raises a high grade of hogs for market. 
Mr. Berry was again married in Ring- 
gold county, Iowa, April 1, 188g. his second 
wuuon being with Aliss Sarah C. AMlorrison, 
who was born in Sangamon county, Dlinois, 
December 25, 1885. They have one child, 
Osmond R., born January 23, 1Sgo. Mrs. 
Berry's parents were Jolin and Amanda 
(Shafer) Morrison, natives of Olio, from 
which state they removed to Illinois after 
their marriage. There the father died April 
9, 1873, and in 1876 the mother moved to 
Towa with her family, locating in Ringgold 
county. Their children were as follows: 
Martha married J. T. Ingles, who lives near 
Springfield, Illinois, and she died in 1882: 
Nellie, deceased, was the wife of Edward 
Russell, a resident of Grottse, Oregon ; Sarah 
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C. wife of our subject, is next in order of 
birth: Henrv, deceased, married Julia Gala- 
wav, who lives near Denver, Colorado: 
Luella is the wife of Heury Brenekenridge. 
of Ringgold county, Iowa; John, also a resi- 
dent of Ringgold county, frst marred Neitte 
Scott and after her death wedded Hannah 
Claugh: Angeline died at the age of twenty 
years: Naney is the wife of John Atwood, 
of North Ontario, California; William is a 
siock dealer. of Casper. South Dakota ; Gus- 


sie is the wife of Frank Preston, of North. 


Ontario, California: and Katie resides with 
her mother in Ringgold county, Towa. 

Mr. Berry attends the Methodist chureh, 
and is a member of Bertram Lodge, No. 
534, 1. O. O. I. In polities he is a Demo- 
crat. and was elected as clerk of Bertram 
township, at the fall election 11 1900. He 
in one of the up-to-date and progressive 
farmers Of Berlin townslip, as well as one 
of the Inghly esteemed citizens of the cam- 


MUL, 


TUILLAR J. DAVIS. 


In propertion- to irs population, Linn 
county has within its borders as large a nuin- 
ber of prominent business and professional 
men as any county in the state, and among 
the representative business men none stand 
higher in the estimation of the publie than 
the subject of this sketch, who is the mana- 
ger and proprictor of the T. J. Davis Lumber 
Co.. and vice-president of the Farmers and 
Merchants State Bank. of Marion. He was 
born in York county. Maine. July 26. 1864. 
wid is the son of Albion KK. and Octavia 


(Challis) Davis. both of whom were natives 


of the same state. 


In lis native state Albion K. Davis was 
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first engaged in agricultural pursuits, and 
later was manager of a saw and grist mill, 
at which occupation he continued until his 
renioval to Clinton county, Iowa, where he 
purchased a farm and for five years wis 
engaged in farming. Selling his farm, he 
then returned to Maine, and as is generally 
the case with those who once coming west 
and partaking of its spirit, he was not con- 
tent, and so he came again to lowa, and Jor 
teu years was engaged as a railroad contrac- 
tor, his first work being in the construction 
oi the Sabula. Ackley & Dakota Staiuroad, 
which was then principally owned and con 
trolled by Alexander Mitchell and S. S. 
Merrill, afterwards long connected with the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, 
and who succeeded in building up that svs- 
tem. The portion constructed by Mr. Davis 
is now known as the Savannah and Marion 
division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad. After the close of his ten 
vears in railroad building, he went into the 
mercantile business at Marion. Towa, in 
which line he continued for many vears. 
He is now, at the age of seventy-two years, 
living a retired life in the city of Marion, 
and with his wife and daughter, .\rtheusa, 
attend the Congregational chureh, of which 
Fraternally he 1s 
During al- 


they are each members. 
a thirty-secoud-degree Mason. 
most his entire life he has been a hard-work- 
ing and industrious man, and it was not 
until he was seventy-one years old did he 
lay aside business cares. 

The subject of this sketel was the voung- 
est of two children. and in the publie scliools 
of Marion received his education. Leaving 
school at the age of sixteen vears. he went 
into the First National Bank of the late R. 
D. Stevens. in the spring of 1881. and there 
remained six years, serving i various Cca- 
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pacities, and getting a thorough kriowledge 
of the banking business. From the bank he 
went into the grocery business with W. J. 
Collar, and under the firm name of Collar 
& Davis the business was continued for 
two years. Selling his interest in the grocery 
store, Alr, Davis then embarked in the lum- 
ber trade as a member of the Elliott & Davis 
Lumber Co., his partner being Johnston El- 
hott, his father-in-law. That business rela- 
tion was continued for five vears, when MIr, 
Elhott sold his interest and Ar. Fulkerson 
became a partner, and the business was con- 
tinued under the firm name of the Davis & 
Kukerson Lumber Co. Three years later 
Mr. Fulkerson retired and Mr. Davis be- 
came sole proprietor, the business being con- 
tinued under the name of the T. J. Davis 
Lumber Co. 

In 1894. the Farmers and Merchants 


Bank was organized, Mr. Davis heing 
one of the princtpal men in its ferma- 
tion. For two vears he gave much of 


his time ta the active management of 
the bank. and is now serving as vice- 
president. He is the largest stockhold- 


er in the bank, which is one of the best 
11 Linn cowuty. .\t the time the bank was 
organized a Building and Loan Association 
was also incorporated, and for the first two 
years Alr, Davis was its president, since 
He 
is also treasurer of the local telephone com- 
pany, which has been in existence for three 
years. 

On the iqth of December, 1887, Mr. 
Davis was united in marriage with Miss 
Nellie [chete, a native of New York, and 
daughter of Johnston [elliott Jr. and by this 
union four eluldren have been bar1n—La- 
verna Ik., aged twelve, Esther P.. agd ten. 
Priscilla M., aged seven, and J. Elliott, 


which time he has served as treasurer. 


—— io 


aged one. The parents are members of the 
Congregational chureh, in which Myr. Davis 
has served at different times in various 
official positions. 

Iraternally Mir. Davis is a Mason of 
lngh degree, and is now serving as worship- 
lul master of the blue lodge, of Marion. He 
has at ditterent times served his lodge as 
delegate to the Grand Lodge of the state 
and is now a member of the Finanee Com- 
mittee, of the Grand Lodge. Since its or- 
ganization in 1894, he has been secretary of 
the Masonic Temple .\ssociation. He is 
also a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. 

Mr. Davis is a very busy man, enter- 
While his 
lumber interests requires the greater part 
of his tine he gives much attention to the 
real estate business in which he is quite ex- 


prising in the highest degree. 


tensively interestecl. and also to the banking 
business. .\s admumstrator of the estate ut 
Johnston Elhott. Jr. he has had much labor 
to nerform. No man in Marion has done 
more tor its business and commercial inter- 
ests in the past twenty vears than Alr. Davis. 
No enterprise calculated to advance the in- 
terest of his aclopted city and county but 
hnds in hin a steadfast friend. His pluck, 
push and energy has brought him to the 
front in business circles, and his friends are 
numerous throughout Linn and adjoining 
counties, 


GEORGE E. MOHN, 


Among those successfully engaged in 
agricultural pursuits in Franklin townshiy) 
is George E. Mohn. who operate a line farm 
ot one hundred and sixty acres on section I. 
He was born in Jones county, Iowa, May 9, 
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1871, aid is a son of Philp Mohn, who 1s 
represented elsewhere in this work. During 
iis childhood, he accompanied his parents 
on their reineval to Missouri, but after re- 
siding there a short time they returned to 
ones county, Jowa, and four years later 
came to Linn county. 

Our subject attended school in his native 
county for four years, and later pursued his 
studies in a school house located on the 
boundary line between Linn and Cedar coun: 
ties, his education being completed at the 
age of twenty years. He worked with his 
father on the old homestead until lis mar- 
riage. and then took full charge of a part 
of the farm, consisting of one hundred and 
sixty acres, which he now occupies. This 
he has improved and brought to:a high state 
of cultivation. He seems to have inherited 
the thrift and energy as well as the econumy 
of his father, and is one of the most esteemed 
young farmers of Linn county. He raises 
a high grade of horses, cattle and hogs for 
market and feeds all lis grain to his stock. 
Religiously he is a member of the evangelt- 
cal church, and politically is identified with 
the Republican party. He ig now efficiently 
serving as school direetor in his district. 

In Jones county, -\ugust 9, 1893, Mr. 
Mohn married Miss Lena \. Muller, who 
was born in Shelby county, lowa, November, 
9, 1873. Her parents, Conrad and Minnie 
(Fisher) Miller, were both natives of Han- 
over, Germany, and were voung when they 
came to the new world. their marriage being 
celebrated in Clayton county, Iowa, where 
they lived upon a farm until 1870. Since 
then they have made their home in Shelby 
county. Fitteen children were born to them, 
hamely: Annie, wife of Fred Strunk, of 
Yankton, South Dakota: \ugust, who wed- 
ded Mary Dreyfall and resides in Adair 
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county, Iowa; Tena, wife of Samuel Smuth, 
of Manheim, Pennsylvania; Carl, deceased, 
who married Sarah Smith, now a resident of 
Cass county, Iowa; Dora, deceased wife of 
Andrew Rigger, of Jones county, lowa; 
Paul, who married Lula Kevan and lives in 
Shelby county; Ida, wife of John Heiden, 
who resides near Denison, Crawford county, 
Towa; Lena, wife of our subject: Herman, 
a farmer of Shelby county; David, who 
married Anna Fillenworth and lives in -\dair 
county, Iowa; Gotleib and Julius, both resi- 
dents of Shelby county; Martin, who died 
in infancy; Clara, a resident of Shelby coun- 
ty; and Hugo, who died at the age of six 
years. 

To Mr. and Alrs. Mohn have been born 
two children, namely: [ra J., born June 25, 
18g, and Carl Edward, horn November 25, 


1899. 


+ 


HON. JOSEPH HW. PRESTON. 
Joseph H. 


eighteenth 


Preston, ex-judge of the 
judicial district of Jowa, and a 
prominent attorney of Cedar Rapids. Lowa, 
was born in Benton Center, Yates county, 
New York, on the gth of July. 1538. but 
was only four years old when, im 1842, he 
was brought to this county by his parents, 
Col. I. M. and Mary J. (Facer) Preston, 
the family locating in Marion. In the pub- 
lic schools of that place his elementary edu- 
cation and later was a student at Cornell 
College, Mt. Vernon. He also attended the 
Olio State and Unien Law College. of 
Cleveland, Ohio, graduating from the latter 
institution in 1860 with the degree of LL. 
B. He was then examined and admitted 
to the bar in this caunty. Fudges Tlubbard, 
Smvth and Hon. J. T.. Allen eunstiruting the 
examining conmunittee. 
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Forming a partnership with his father, 
Air. Preston was engaged in practice at 
Marion for eight vears, and in 1869 removed 
to Waterloo, Iowa, where he followed his 
profession until coming to Cedar Rapids in 
[Osl. 
and soon after locating in Cedar Rapids 
was elecred district attorney for the eighth 
judicial district, consisting of seven coun- 


Here he was frst alone in business. 


ties, serving in that capacity for four vears 
aud having entire charge of the eriiination 
prosecutions for the district. In 1886, on 
the expiration of his term in that office. he 
was elected judge of the eighteenth judicial 
district, consisting of Linn. Jones and Cedar 
counties, and so acceptably «lid he fill the 
ottice that he was re-elected in +890 with an 
increased majority. although a Demveratic 
On the 
Ist of September, 1894, he resigned that 


candidate in a Republican district. 


office and turned hus attention to the private 
practice of law. becoming a member of the 
frm of Preston, Wheeler & Moftit. The 
hrinvis now Preston & Moffit and is duing an 
extensive business, avitly offices at Cedar 
Rapids and Tipton. 

As an attorney Judge Preston ranks 
among the Taremost in this section of the 
state. 


logical mind and of rare persuasive powers, 


Genital and aliable. possessed of a 


he is enabled to appear well before a jury 
and te exert over it a wonderful influence. 
Holding the 
members of the bar of Linn county and re- 


Inarked precedence among 
taming a chentele of so representative a 
character as to alone stand in evidence of 
lus protessional ability and personal popu- 
Jarity, the Judge must assuredly be accorded 
a promiment place tm the lustory of lis 
adopted county. He was married on the 4th 
of September. 1860, to Aliss Adeline L. 


Wood, of Marion. 
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C HOWARD NEPLER. 


One of the best known and most highly 
respected of the citizens of Franklin town- 
ship is C. Howard Kepler. who resides on 
section §, where he is engaged in general 
farmimg and stock raising. He is a native 
of the county, born May 9g. 1846, and is a 
son of Conrad and Margaret (Lingerfelter) 
Kepler, both of whom were born in Frede- 
rick county, Maryland. 

Conrad Kepler, who is numbered among 
the pioneers of Linn county. was born in 
IStf£, and continued to reside in his native 
state until r843, when he came to this coun. 
ty. Throughout his active business life he 
followed farming, but now, at the age of 
ninety vears he ts living retired at the home 
of our subject. In the that have 
passed, he has taken quite an active part 
i local affairs, and was called upon to fill 
In early life he was a 


vears 


many local offices. 
member of the Lutheran church, but 1s now 
[Episcopal 
church, of which his wife was also an earn- 


eannected with the NAlethodtsr 


est member. She cied on the home farm 
i Franklin townslip at the age of sixty- 
nine vers, 

Six sons and two daughters were horn 
unto Conrad and Margaret Wepler, as fol- 
lows: John William, who formerly followed 
larming in Franklin township, but who is 
how engaged in the wood business in Mt. 
Vernon; Peter H., a fariner who died in 
Franklin township: Thomas S., a practicing 
physician in Mt. Vernon, whose sketch ap- 
peirs elsewhere in this volume; Charles W., 
an attorney of Mt. Vernon, who is also rep- 
resentec! in this work; Edward M., who was 
a soldier in the Civil war and is now en- 
gaged in farming in) Wansas: Columbus 
Howard, our subject; Rebecea. wife af 


George Riley, a farmer of Franklin town- 
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ship, this county ; and Elizabeth, wife of 
©. B. Cole, a farmer of Jones county, Lowa. 

The boyhood and youth of our subject 
were spent on the home farm in Branklin 
township, and lis elementary education was 
obtained in the country schools. Subse- 
quently he attended Cornell College, in Mt. 
Vernon, for a time, but leit schoel at the 
age of nineteen years and commenced life 
for himself, renting bis father’s farm ot 
one fundred and sixty acres. He made 
his first hve hundred dollars in raising wheat 
which was marketed in Lisbon, and for 
which he received two dollars and twenty- 
five cents per bushel. This was about the 
close of the Civil war when everything was 
high. For four years he continued to ope- 
rate rented land, during which time le ac: 
cuinulated enough capital to purchase htt 
acres of his present farm ou 
Franklin township, to which he subsequent! y 
added a tract of thirty acres, ‘and just west 
a tract 


section 5, 


of lis original farm he purchased 
of one hundred and forty-three acres, and m 
all has now two hundred and twenty-five 
acres. He has made many improvements 
upon his home farm, including che erection 
of a large barn and-cattle sheds, and has re- 
inodeled the house froin garret to cellar. 
Mr. Kepler was united in marriage at 
Mt. Vernon. Iowa, Octoher 27, 1868, with 
Miss Mary E. Neal, who was born in Ohio, 
April t1, 1851, and is a daughter of Horace 
and Maria Turner Neal, natives of New 
York and Ohio respectively. Her parents 
were married in Ole. from which state 
they came to Jowa in 1854. locating in Mt. 
Vernon, where the father engaged in the 
manufacture of harness. Being an excellent 
workman, and conscientious in all he did. 
some of the harness which he made over 
forty vears ago is still in use in thrs coun- 
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ty. He died in Marion, Jowa, September 
1s, 1884, on the sixtieth anniversary of 
his birth. By his union with Maria Turner 
there were two children. Myra, who died at 
the age of thirteen years, and Mary E., wife 
of our subject. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kepler have been 
born four children, and they have also an 
adopted daughter. Harry E., born Novem- 
ber 28, 1869, was graduated in the civil 
engineering department of Cornell College, 
and afterwards took a course in electrical 
engineering at Des Moines, Iowa. in the 
Highland Park College. but is now engaged 
in the telephone business in Madison. \Wis- 
consin. He was married June 16, T&g8. to 
Grace Ingram, and they have one daughter, 
Dorothy. Hattie O.. born April 17. 1872, 
has a remarkably fine voice, and was grad- 
nated in music from Cornell College. She 
was married October 25. 1893. to John How- 
ard Jones, a native of Wisconsin, who was 
graduated at Cornell College, and the law 
school at Denver. Colorado, and 1s now an 
attorney in Chicago. They have one son, 
Elbert. Merton T.. born September 19, 
1873, was married June 27, 1890. to Stella 
Hogle. a native of Mt. Vernon, Towa. and is 
now assisting his father in farnung and 
stock raising on the homestead. Agnes. barn 
February 13. r88t. and Merritt I... born, 
July 12. 1889. are also at home. 

Since beginning life for himself on the 
farm rented from his father, Mr. Kepler has 
devoted much of his time and energies to 
raising a fine grade of stock. In the he- 
ginning, he devoted considerable attention 
to the handling of horses. but he now gives 
is attention to the raising of a fine grade 
of cattle and hogs, his specialty being the 
breeding of the famous Aberdeen Angus 
cattle, and he derived his start mm this line 
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through William) Smith, now deceased, of 
Mt. Vernon, who secured a number of catrle 
trom the Pierce farm, which is located at 
Creston, Illinois, about sixty-five miles west 
of Chicago. A steer belonging to the same 
stock was sold at the Fat Stock Show in 
Chicago in 1900 for one dollar and fiity 
cents per pound, this being the highest price 
ever paid for an individual steer fron the 
block in the history of the world. Mr. 
Kepler undoubtedly has some of the finest 
cattle of this breed in the state of Jowa. 

While Mr. Kepler is one of the most 
euterprising and public-spirited men in Linn 
county, and takes an active interest in publia 
affairs, he has never heen prevailed to accept 
anv ofhce except that of school director, 
which he has so acceptably filled for twenty 
years. Politically he alfiliates with the Re- 
publican party, and socially with the Stan 
of bethlehem Lodge, hk. P., of Mt. Vernon, 
and also the Legion of Honor and the Mod- 
ern Brotherhood of America. He 
active and prominent member of the Metho- 
dist [episcopal church, of Mt. Vernon. of 
which he has been steward for sixteen years, 
and has also been in charge of the ushers 
for a number of years. All who know him 
hold him in the highest esteem. 


Is an 


JOP FUGH. 


John Pugh, the well-known proprietor 
of the Jeavle Hotel, af Troy Mills, was born 
in North Carolina on the rath o& March, 
1824, and is a son of facol ane Dorcas 
(Glasgow) Pugh, also natives of that state. 
During Ins mianey the family removed to 
Indiana, where the father purchased Jand 
and engaged in farming until called to his 
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final rest at the age of fifty-six vears. The 
mother also died in that state at the age of 
seventy-six. ‘The father was twice married 
and had fourteen children, of whom our 
subject is the youngest. He has one sister 
stil living, who makes her home in Browns- 
burg, Indiana. 

Soon after attaining his majoritv—in 
the fall of 1845—Mr. Pugh came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and settled in Otter Creek 
township, where he entered two hundred 
acres of wild land trom the government. 
Sixty aeres of this was covered with timber, 
but the remainder he placed under a high 
State Of cultivation and made some goad 
improvements thereon in the way of build- 
ing. He finally sold that place in 1868, and 
removed to Jackson township, where he 
purchased a partially improved farm of two 
handred and twenty acres, ow which he made 
his home until r885. He next operated a 
rented farm near Trov Alills for several 
years, and then purchased seventy-five acres 
of Jand in Spring Grove township, which he 
In 1885 he bought the Eagle 
Hotel at Troy Mills, and is new earrving 
On the same with good stecess. 

Mr. Pugh has been twice married, in 
1853 having wedded Miss Charlotte Thurs- 
ton, a native of Olio, by whom he had four 
cluldren. The two now living are Edwin 
B., a hardware merchant of Ryan, lowa; 
and Elarriet. wife of William Sherlock, who 
lives near Nnoxville. fowa. In February, 
1868, Mr. ugh was united in marriage 
with Miss Temperance Harvey, and by this 
union has had four children, namely: Har- 
Jey, who wedded Mary \twood, and is en- 
gaged in the hardware business with his 
brother. at Ryan, lowa; May, who died 
young; and Alice and Mav (second), both 
at home. 


now rents. 








Mr. Pugh east his first presidential vote 
for Henry Clay, the Whig candidate, and 
since the dissolution of that party has been 
an ardent Republican. He is widely and 
favorably known throughout the county 
where he has so long made Is home, and 1s 
held in the highest regard by his many 
friends and associates. 


THOMAS JONES. 


The subject of this sketch has been a 
resident of Cedar Rapids since 1867, and 
has heen in the employ of the Burlington. 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad since 
1879. He was born near White Plains, 
New York, on the &th of September, 1850, 
: son of Johanna 
(Meadhin} Jones, both natives of lreland, 
whenee they came to .\merica with a part 


. 


aid if ® Patrick ane 


of their respeetive fanuties when young, 
and were married in New York. In 1852 
they removed ta Ohio, where the father 
engaged in farming for a time, and in 1858 
came to Towa, locating on a farm in Bert- 
ram townslip, Linn. county, where he pur- 
chased fifty-nine acres of land. To the im- 
provement and cultivation of rhat farm he 
devoted the remainder of his life, and both 
he and his wife died upon that place. They 
were among the pioneers of Bertram town- 
ship, and when they first located there their 
cluldren had to walk five miles through the 
timber ta school, the father having to mark 
the trees to prevent them from getting lost. 

In the family were eight children. all 
ol whom are still living with the exception 
nai Juha. whe married John Green and died 
it Cedar Rapids. The others are Thomas, 
our subject; Bridget, wife of John Steiner, 
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of Clinton, Iowa: John, Patrick and .\nme, 
who all live on the old homestead in Bert- 
ram township; and Margaret, wife of Jolm 
Green, of Cedar Rapids. 

Until sixteen years of age Thomas 
Jones worked on the home farm during the 
summer season and attended school in win- 
ter. Leaving the parental roof he was then 
employed in sawing wood used as fuel on 
the engines of the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, and later went as water bey on 
a construction train. Not long afterward 
he secured a position as brakeman on the 
Galena & Iowa division of that road, but 
during the winter he would return home, 
where he worked and also attended school. 
Coming to Cedar Rapids in 1870, he was 
brakeman on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad for a vear, and then 
conductor on the same road for about one 
year, and was then brakeman on the North- 
western between Clinton and Cedar Rapids, 
but at the end’ of that time returned to 
Clinton, and was conductor on the Clieago 
& Northwestern Railroad for two veurs. 
In October, 1879, he again came to Cedar 
Rapids, and after a year spent as Hreman 
on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Railroad, he entered the vards as mght 
vardmaster. Later he returned ta the 
road, and alter firing for about eighteen 
months was given an engie. He spent a 
part of the following summer in the round 
house as assistant machinist. and has 
worked up till he now has regular 
and extra passenger runs. having 
continuously as engineer since 1883. 
ing the years he has been in the service he 
has seen many changes made in the rary mid. 
especially in the road bed, rolling stock 
Jn 876 he pur- 


freieht 
served 
[ur- 


and rules of the road. 
chased property in Cedar Rapids ant erect- 
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ed a residence, which was then in the coun- 
try and was surrounded by cornfields, but 
is now in a thickly populated district. 

At Lishon, Mr. Jones was married Oc- 
tober 15. 1871. to Miss Mary ML Carey. 
who was born in Rome, New York, in 1851. 
and in 1858 came to Linn county, Iowa, 
with her parents, who located on a farm 
Her parents. Patrick 
and Alargaret Carey, were natives of lre- 
land. Phev eame to the United States about 
T847. locating at Rome, New York, where 
the father engaged in farming. and where 


in Bertram township. 


they remained until their removal to Dert- 
ram township, Linn county, Iowa, in 1&58. 
and where the father again engaged in farm- 
They were the parents of six elvldren, 
John, Matthew, Lawrence, 
Aun. Alarv and Bridget. Ot these. Mat- 
thew served three years in the Union army 


Hie’, 
as fullows: 


during the Civil war. but he igs now de- 
ceased. Ann, who is the wife of Thomas 
Lynch. is still a resident of Bertram town- 
slip. while two sons and one daughter live 
in Pocahontas county, Iowa. The farher 
ched in Bertram township. January 21, 1&8r. 
and rhe mother in Pocahontas county. ]ovwa, 
May 7, tk, at the age of eighty-seven 
years. 
since their marriage fv. and Mrs. 
Jones have made Cedar 


Rapids. Of the eight children born to them 


their home in 
Margaret is the wite 
ot Frank JT. Cain, a conducter on the Bur- 
lington, Cedar Raptds & Northern Railroad, 
residing in Cedar Rapids. and they have 
one daughter, Mary Lucile. 


ane died mt intaney. 


Namne is the 
wife of Frank Lammers and they have one 
child, Vivian, The other, James W.. Mary 
i... Thomas P. and Gertrude. twins. and 
Juha. are all at home. Alt have attended 


the public schoals of Cedar Rapids, and the 
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older anes have passed through the high 
school, Ar. fones and his famity are con- 
nected with the Catholic church, and he is 
also a member of the Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Enegimeers and the Ancient Order 


of United \Workmen. 


J. R WHITE. 


Promiment among the successful farm- 
ers and stock raisers of Bertram township, 
Linn county, Lowa, is numbered 7. &. White, 
Who owns and operates a valuable farm on 
secuons | He was born near Ur- 
hana. Champaign county, Ohio, September 


ATK) 


28, 1832, but was only a year and a half 
Old when he went to Cags county, Miehi- 
gan, with his parents, James and Sidney 
(Rigdon) Wirte, also natives of the Buck- 
eve state. [tis paternal grandfather, John 
White, was a native of Scotland, and about 
the middle of the eighteenth century left 
Scotland and settled in the north af lre- 
land, and later came to this country and first 
settled in Pennsylvania, then moved into 
Virgina, and back north again into Clark 
county, Ohio, where he died. and where 
James, our 
1807, 

In Cass county, Michigan, our subject 
conducted 
inca old log cabin, with benches made ot 
slahs and pegs for legs. Lhe books then 
in use were principally Webster's speller 
and readers, and Adams’ arithmetic, The 
pupils would earry milk te school and pur it 


subject's father, was born in 


attended a subseription seh! 


ma milk house close bv, in order that they 
might have bread and mill for their din- 
ner. After Mir. White had attended this 
school for three months the neighbors de- 
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cided to erect a better school building lor 
the accommadation af their children, and to- 
gether they cut and hewed the timber tor 
a frame building, which they hired a car- 
penter to erect. It was considered very hie 
at that time, although it was uuplastered 
and rather could in winter. 

On leaving school at the age of eight- 
een Mr. White devoted his entre time to 
the work of the home farm. In 1851 the 
family came to Linn county, lowa, and first 
located in what was then Marion townslp, 
and uow Bertram, but afterward removed 
to Clinton township. The father purchased 
one hundred and eighty acres of wild prairie 
land, Jor which he paid four dollars and a 


half per acre, and at once proceeded to 


It is 
In 1859 


fence and impreve the place, now 
worth seventy dollars per acre. 
he removed tu Bertram township, where 
he bought another farm, wich he gave to 
his son two years later. and purchased an- 
other place in the same townslup, making 
it his home until his death, which occurred 
i 1888. His wife died in 1892, and the 
remains of both were interred in the Mt. 
Vernon cemetery. They were the parents 
ot three children, of whom our subject ts 
the eldest; Henry C. is now a retired farm- 
er of Cedar Rapids; and Sarah A. died at 
the age of three years. 

On attaining his majority Mr. White 
lett home and commenced farming upon a 
farm of forty acres which he had purchased 
and on which he had erected a log cabin. 
Vhis he operated in connection with a tract 
of rented Jand. He made his home there 
until the spring of 1859, when he sold that 
place and rented a farm in Bertram town- 
ship until 1865. when he bought a partially 
improved tract, on which he now resides. 
To the further development and cultivation 
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of this place he has since devoted Ins ener- 
gies, and has added to it until he now las 
three hundred and forty acres, al] under 
excellent cultivation. Ie has also given lis 
son, J. T. White. a tract of eighty acres. 
Ile is engaged in raising a high grade ot 
cattle for market, and feeds nearly all Ins 
grain to his stock. 

At Cedar Rapids, September 11, 1856, 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. White 
and Miss Rebeeca J. Campbell, who was 
born in Knox county, Illinois, March 3, 
1838. Her parents, Thomas and Sarah 
(Moore) Campbell, were matives of Mary- 
land and Tennessee, respectively, and were 
married in Indiana, whence they removed 
to Illinois. In August, 1838, when Mrs. 
White was only six months old, they came 
to Linn county, Iowa, and settled on a farin 
in what is now Bertram townslup, where 
they made their home throughout the re- 
mainder of their lives. The father died in 
1876, the mother a year later, and both 
were buried in Campbell cemetery, which 
is located on a part of the old homestead 
farm Llrey ware 
numbered among the honored pioneers ot 


in Bertram township. 
the county, and were numbered among its 
their 
family were twelve children, namely; Cath- 


most highly respected citizens. In 


erine married Perry Oxley, and both died 
on a farm adjoining the Campbell home- 
stead; .\quiller, deceased, married Rachel 
Daniels, now a resident of Lake City, Cal- 
houn county, Iowa; America married Syl- 
vester Lyons and both died in Belle Plaine, 
Towa; Samuel and George both died at the 
age of fourteen years; Squire. deceased, 
married Almeda Cook, now a resident ot 
Bertram; Patsy is the wife of Wilham 
White, of Belle Plaine; Rebecea J. is the 
wife of our subject; Matilda, deceased, was 
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the wite of Thomas Hollis. of Oklahoma; 
Jemneite is the wife of William H. Ostran- 
der, of Kansas City, Missouri; Louisa is 
the wile of John Hollaf, who lives near 
Scranton, Carrell county, lowa; and Sarah 
is the wite of .Andrew ]. Hartman, of Belle 
Plaine. 

Mr. and Mrs. White are the parents ot 
hve cluldren: Serena, born March ro, r858. 
is the wite of Joseph C. Smyth, who lives 
near Mr. Vernon; George H., born July 20, 
1859, «ed October 5, 1860; Rusetta, born 
April 21, 1861, is rhe wife of William N. 
Parker, a farmer of Bertram township; J. 
Thonias, burn July 20, 1864. married Ellen 
snuvder and follows farming in the same 
townslip; and Alice, bern September 11, 


i868, is the wife of Daniel Kleinknecht, «. 


darmer or Bertram township. 

When Mrs. White's family first located 
in this county there were four hundred In- 
cians camped at Linn Grove, and her broth- 
ers alten went hunting with them. It was 
mot lone beftere her tather and brothers 
could all speak the Indian language fluently. 
Ieven ateer the White family came to this 
county, m is5r. the red men stall visited 
In the 
wouds of Linn county, where game was 
plentiul, and then would hunt and make 
The village of Bertram was then 


this region, spending the winter 


sugar, 
a farm helonging to a Mr. Mianeer; Mt. 
Vernon was a village of but few houses; 
and Cedar Rapids contained but four stores. 
There was a ferry across the river at the 
last named place, which was operated by 
Lhe buat was then owned 
and the village frst bore 
his name. but it was afterward changed to 
Cedar Rapids. Mr. White attends 
Methodist church, and is a Republican in 


means of w# wire. 
lay a Air. King, 


the 
Ile is a hard-working, 


politics. energetic 








—_ 


man of strict integrity. whose werd is con- 
sidered as good as his bond, and he welt 
deserves the success that has come to hin. 





Preaek SUCiae. 


This well-known and prosperous farmer 
ol Franklin township. who is new praeti- 
cally living a retired life on section 1, was 
born in Hesse-Darmistadt, Germany, June 15, 
1838, and is one of a family of seven chil- 
dren, the others being George, who mar- 
ried Catherine Emerich, and both died in 
Caldwell county, Missouri: Henry, who mar: 
ried Susie Stell, now deceased, and resides 
nt Ray county, that state; Conrad, de- 
Rick anc 
hved ti Linn county, Towa: Frederick, de- 
ceased. who wedded Mary Emerich and re- 
sided in Northanipton county, Pennsylvania; 
John, who married Margaret Emerieh, now 
deceased, and makes his home on a farm it 
Ray county, Missouri: and William, who 
married Mary Fink, and also lives in Ray 


ceased. who married Elizabeth 


county. 

Philip Mohn was reared and educated 
in Ins native land and after leaving school 
he engaged in farming, raising wheat, oats 
In 1859 he sailed from Havre, 
France, on a sailing vessel, which carried 
both freight and passengers, and on tls 
vayage had cightv-hve passengers. The 
vessel was forty-two days in crossing the 
Atlantic and eicountered two severe storms. 
On landing in New York Mr. Mohn at once 
took a train for Northampton county, Penn- 
sylvania, where he worked in 4 mill one win- 
In the spring of 1860 he came to Lis- 
hon, Towa, where he engaged in quarrying 
rock for a railroad company until fall, when 


and barley. 


fet. 
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the contractor left without paying the men 
their wages. Thus our sulsject received not 
a penny for hts synuner’s work. He was 
next employed on a steamboat plying be- 
tween St. Louis and New Orleans until the 
following spring, when he went to Mechan- 
icsville, Iowa, and rented the Scott farm 
until after the Civil war broke out. 

On the 15th of August, 1862, Mr. Mohn 
enlisted in Company H. Tlurty-hith lowa 
Volunteer Infantry, which was mustered 
into the United States service at AMLuscatine 
and remained there two months. The com- 
mand then went by steamboat to Cairo, Ilhi- 
nois, aml from there to Columbus, Ken- 
tucky, where they went into winter quarters. 
In the spring they did scout duty along the 
Mississippi and later joined General Grant's 
command at Vicksburg, taking part in the 
Siege of that place. VPhey were next as- 
signed to General Smith's command and 
went on the Red river expedition. On their 
return they marched back to Vicksburg and 
then went in purswuit of General Marmaduke, 
who was then in Missouri. They landed 
at Jetterson City and marched to Lexingtan, 
where they captured that general. Going to 
ot. Louis, the troops boarded a steamboat 
and were taken to Nashville, Tennessee, 
reaching there in tune to take part in the 
two-davs battle at that place. They next 
went to New Orleans and bv steamer to 
Spanish Fort, which they assisted in cap- 
turing, and after its surrender marehed to 
Montgomery, Alabama. They found the 
court house at that place full of Confederate 
money, it being strewn on the Hoor a foot 
deep, The command to which our subject 
belonged then marched to Selma, Alabama, 
and trom there to Cairo, Illinois. The war 
heing Over, the regiment returned to Daven- 
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port, lowa, where 1f was niustered out -\ug- 
ust 15, 1865. 

Mr. Mohn returned to Mechaniesville 
aud resumed farming. He subsequently 
purchased eighty acres of land in Jones 
county, where he made his home until 1871. 
In the meantime he met and married Miss 
Sarah E. Fink, their wedding being cele- 
brated at Mt. Vernon, Iowa, January |, 
1867. She was born in Linn county Apru 
15, 1845, a daughter of John and Soplna 
Fink, and was the fifth in order of birth 
in a family of seven children, the others 
being as follows: Mary, wife of William 
Mohn, of Ray county, Missourt; John, whe 
married Ruth Davis and lives in Lisbon, 
lowa; Susan, deceased wife of Jucob Rupert, 
of Lisbon; Emma, deceased wife of Frank 
Graver, of the same place; Jane, wife of 
George Kohl, of Cass county, Jowa; and 
Marie, wife of Elliott Robinson, of Cedar 
county, Iowa. Unto our subject and his 
wife were born three children: Ida, who 
died at the age of six years; George, who 
married Lena A. Muller; and John, who 
married Sally Frutchey. Sketches of both 
sons are given elsewhere in this volume. 

Selling his farm in Jones county in 1871, 
Mr. Mohn removed to Ray county, Missoun, 
where he operated a rented farm tor one 
wear, but in the fall of 1872 he returned 


to Iowa. The following spring he pur- 
chased another farm of eighty acres it 


Jones county, where he continued to reside 
until 1880, when he disposed of that place 
and bought a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres on section I, Franklin township, 
Linn county. Here he has made his home 
ever since, and in its successful operation 
has acquired a comfortable competence 


which now enables him to lay aside all 
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business cares and enjoy the fruits of former 
toil, while lis sons carry on the work of the 
farm. His estimable wife died July 241, 
1887, at the age of forty-two years, three 
months and six days, and was laid to rest 
12 the Lishon cemetery. He has always re- 
fused public office but is a staunch supporter 
of the Republican party and takes a deep 
interest in the welfare of his adopted coun- 
trv. IIe is an honored member of John -A. 
Buck Post, No. 140, G. A. k., and also be- 
longs to the Evangelical Church of Lisbon. 


a ie 


JOHN C. DUDLEY. 


This well-known resid- 
ing on section 5, Spring Grove township, 
was born’in London, England, on the 2nd 
of November, 1828, and is a son of William 
and Ann (Chapman) Dudley. In that coun- 
try the father was emploved as a gardener. 
In December, 1828 he enngrated to the 
United States and first located in New Jer- 
sev, where he was engaged im ihe butcher 
business for a time, and then removed to 
Erie county, New York, where he followed 
farming throughout the remainder of Is 
life. Both he and the mother of cur sub- 
ject died: in that county when sixty years 
of age. He was twice married and was thie 
father of fourteen children. Te was one of 
twins, and both his wives had two pairs ol 
twins, and his sister was also the mother 
of twins. 

John Chapman Dudley, of this review, 
was oue of the seven children born of his 
He came with 


agricuiturist, 


father’s second marriage. 
the family to America and was reared in 
the east. In 1847, at the age of nineteen 
years, he removed to Illinois, where he 
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spent about nine years. On the ist of fan- 
uary, i855, he was married, in Buffalo, New 
York, to Miss Emma Burling, who is the 
fourth in order of birth in the family of nine. 
children born to Charles and Sarah Ann 
(Milgate) Burling, both natives of Eng- 
land. By a second marriage the mother 
had three children, but ul the twelve only 
three sons and three daughters are now 
living. Ars. Dudley was in New- 
nuurket, Canada, and her parents both died 
in that country. the father at the age of 


born 


thirty-cight, the mother at the age of cighty- 
jour vears. He was a brick naker by trade. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dudley were born 
six children, namely: Sarah -\wn first mar- 
ried Homer Scott and afler his death be- 
came the wife of William Peyton, of Wright 
county, William: Charles married 
va Willams and is engaged in farming 
near Newtonville, Buchanan county, Iowa; 
Frank Af. married Nettie Voree and lives 
in Troy Mills; Arthur Martin married Jane 
Wisnam and follows farming in Buchanan 
county; Henry wedded Mary Cook and lives 
it Troy Mills; and Richard died of scarlet 
fever at the age of sixteen vears and was 


lowa: 


buried in Troy cemetery. 

ln September, 1855, Mr. Dudley came 
to Linn county, lowa, and settled in Spring 
Grove township, where he was variously 
employed until 1863, when he purchased 
forty acres of land and commenced farming 
on his own account. This was a tract of 
wild Jand where the Methodist [Episcopal 
church of Troy Grove now stands, but he 
soon placed it under cultivation. He sawed 
the lumber for the house and other build- 
ings upon the place, and added to hus orig- 
inal purchase a tract of tlurty-three acres, 
on which he engaged in general farming 
and stock raising until 1896, when he sold 
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that property and bought thirty acres ot 
smher land on section 5, Spring Grove 
luwuship. this had been 
cleared and a house and barn erected there- 
on. tlere he has since made Ins home. 
Politically Myr. Dudley afhliates with 
the Democracy, and he has efheiently filled 


Ao portion ul 


the offices of schoul director one term and 
road supervisor jor four years. Both he 
and his wife are members of the Old Set- 
tlers’ Association of Iowa, and at one tine 
he wis also connected with the Odd fellows 


Jratermity, 


COLONEL CHARLES E. PUTNAM, 


One of Cedar Rapils most dis- 
tinguished and prominent citizens 1s Col- 
onel Charles E. Putnam, who is deserving 
of specia] mention in the annals of his coun- 
try for the ampurtant part he played in 
the Civil war. In times of peace he is no 
less loval and patriotic and to-day occupies 
an enviable position in business circles, as 
cashier of the Merchants National Bank of 
Cedar Kapids. 

The Colonel was born in Nashua, New 
Hampshire, July ro, 183y. The progenitor 
of the lutnam fanuly in \imeriea was John 
Putnam, who cante to this country from 
Lneland in 1662. They trace their ancestry 
in England back to the fourteenth century, 
but the fanuly came originally from Hol- 
land and the name was Pottenhouse. Our 
subject's great-grandiather was Joseph Put- 
nam, a brother of the Revolutionary hero— 
Geneal Israel] Puinam—and the house 
Which the furmer built at Alstead, New 
Hampshire, is still standine. It was the 
Itrthplace of Gideon Putnam, Sr., the grand- 


lather of our subject. The father, Gideon 
27 
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Putnam, Jr., was born in the same house, 
and in early life engaged in farming near 
Boston. He married Miss Sally Rice, a na- 
tive of Massachusetts, and also a repre- 
Sentative of an eld New England family. 
A few years after his marriage Mr. Put- 
nam removed to Nashua, New Hanipslure. 
where he made his home unn) 1854, when, 
accompanied by his wife and three children, 
he came to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, which at 
He located 
in Fremont townslip., Benton county, twelve 
miles from Cedar Rapids, where he tullowed 
He dietl in Octoher, 187g. at the 
ITis wife had passed 


that time was a mere village. 


farming. 
age of eighty vears. 
away in the previous September, alter a 
happy life of 
Unto this worthy couple were born hine 
children, all of whom reached maturity, ln 


married Afty-nine years. 


this family our subject is seventh in order 
of birth and the only one resid:ng in Linn 
cOUnLY. 

the 
Nashua Academy, which was one of the 
vldest the kind in New 
Hampshire. On the r6th of October. 1854, 
he arrived with the family in Cedar Rapids, 
where he clerked in a store for a time. In 


Colonel Putnam was educated i 


istitutions ol 


April, 1855, he started north on a hunting 
Wilkiam I. Ingham, of 
New York, going to what is now lNossuth 
Jawa. = Lt 
spend only the summer there, but he re- 


expedition with 


county, was his intention to 
mained three years in what was then a 
wilderness until game became scarce as the 
country settled up. On his return home in 
the fall of 1858, he entered Western Col- 
lege, and aiter leaving school engaged in 
teaching until after the inauguration of the 
Civil war. 

[In the fall of 1861 Colonel Putnam en- 
listed in Company G, Thirteenth lowa Val- 
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unteer Intantry, and was made second lieu- 
tenant. He was promoted to first lleutenant 
my April, 1862, and in March, 1863, was 
commissioned captain of his company. He 
participated in the battle of Shiloh; the 
siege and battle of Corinth. in which he lost 
his horse; the battle of Iuka; the second bat- 
tle of Corinth, October 3 and 4. 1862. He 
then went with his regiment down the 
rnver to Vicksburg. and took part in the 
engagements around that stronghold. Later 
his command was to General 
Shermans army, and was in the Atlanta 
campaign. In October, 1863, Colonel Put- 
nan was made general judge advocate for 
the district of Vicksburg. then under the 
command of General McPherson, with 
avhom he remained until 1864. when he re- 
turned home ona veteran furlough. Jn Alay 
of that vear he was detailed by the war de- 


transterred 


partinent as mustering officer and assigned 
to the Fourth Division of the Seventeenth 
Army Corps. serving on the stalf of Major- 
Generals Walter Q. Gresham, Giles A. Simith 
andl W. W. Gelknap in that capacity until 
niustered out November 2, 1864. Captain 
Putnani was a brave and gallant soldier, ane 
especially distinguished himself October 3, 
1862. at the battle of Corinth, being par- 
ticularly mentioned in the official report for 
his fearless service. He was in the hottest 
of the Aght and his forgetiulness of selt 
did much toward keeping up the spirits of 
his men. In the battle of Atlanta the Thir- 
teenth Iowa was in the thickest of that 
baptism: of five, which lasted from noon 
until seven o'clock in the evening, July 22, 
1864. Of the four hundred and twenty- 
seven men of this regiment who entered the 
engagement, two hundred and forty-seven 
were numbered among the killed or mrsing 
at the end of the battle. 


lor seven hours 
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Captain Putnam fought bravely m the midst 
of this carnage, losing both of his heuten- 
ats, and out of the toriv-two men who went 
ito battle under lis command only nine 
were left to answer roll call. Of the others 
four had been captured, and the remainder 
were either killed or seriously wounded. 
The Thirteenth Iowa through 
Georgia to the sea, and their colors were 
the hrst to wave over the old capitol at 
Columbia, South Carolina. Captain Put- 
nan was held in high regard by his tellow 
otneers. and by his many soldierly qualities 
won the hearts of lis company and always 
When 

was 


marched 


retained their respect ane triendslip. 

the first regiment of colored troops 
raised he was offered the coloneley but de- 
clined, and at the close of the war, with- 
out solicitation on his part. was offered the 
rank of major in the regular army, which 
offer was renewed in 1876. lor the past 
five vears he has been on Governors Drake's 
and Shaw’s staffs. with the rank of colonel. 

While home on leave of absence Colonel 
tutnam was married March 29, 1864, to 
Miss Mary E. Fawcett, a native of Ohno, 
andl a daughter of Jonathan Fawcett, ot 
Benton county, Iowa. Three children were 
horn of this union, of whom the eldest died 
in infaney. Frank H., a graduate of Coe 
College, Cedar Rapids, married Maude Pict- 
hall, and is now engaged in the banking 
business in Salem, South Dakota. Carolyn 
E. is a graduate of Wellesley College, and 
is now associate editor of the Cedar Rapids 
Record. 

At the close of the war Colonel Put- 
nam returned to Cedar Rapids, but aiter 
visiting for a lime with friends, he removed 
to Chicago, where he made his home tor 
a year, In the spring of 1866 he located 
in Mt. Vernon, this county, where he en- 





gage] in mercantile business until 1873, 
when he was elected county register and 
removed ty Marion to assume the duties of 
the ofhee, which he creditably Alled for eight 
vears. In 1872 he received the entire vote 
of Cedar Rapids, except seventy-two, a tact 


Which plainly indicates his popularity m 
that city. On the organization of the Mer- 


chants National Bank of Cedar Rapids in 
the spring of I88r he was chosen cashier, 
and sll holds that position. 

Fraternally the Colonel is a member of 
the Masonic order, the Royal .\reanum and 
the Woodmen of the World, and also be- 
longs to the Grand Army ot the Republic. 
and the Military Order of Leyal Legion, 
serving as commander of the Towa Coim- 
maudery one vear. In years of peace, no less 
than in those of war, he has bravely per- 
forined lis duty, and is justly entitled to 
His 


Wile ig 4 ineinber of the Congregational 


a place in the nation’s roll of honor. 


chureh, and the family is one of prominence 
m1 sacial circles, 


———_}--.4—__- 


WILLIAM FH. McMULLEN. 


Prominent among the railroad men otf 
Cedar Rapids is William H. McMullen, who 
has made his home here since February, 
1882, and during all this time has been con- 
hected with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad. He was born in Bor- 
dentown, New Jersey, October 13, 1861, and 
Is a son of J. Cand Mary (Cullen) MeMul- 
len, natives of Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
respectively. On the maternal side he is of 
Trish ancestry, and his father’s people were 
members of the Society of Friends. The 
lather has been identified with railroad in- 
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terests since a lad of thirteen vears, being 
eniploved in various capacities, and now at 
the age of sixtv-Ave he is serving as vard- 
master at Fort Dodge, Iowa. For thirteen 
vears he ran a train from Philadelphia to 
New York City on the Camden & Amboy 
railroad, but has been a resident of Iowa and 
connected with the railroads of this state 
since 1871. The mother of our subject died 
i January, 1884. Of the nine eluldren of 
the family William H. is the only one living 
in Linn county, though three sons make 
their home in Jowa and the others reside tn 
different parts of the country. 

In early life William H. McMullen lived 
for a time in Toledo, Ohio, and is mainly 
indebted to its public schools for his educa- 
tional privileges. On starting out in life 
for himself he became a messenger bov on 
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern ral- 
road, and on leaving that road came to lowa 
and entered the employ of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern railroad in Feb- 
ruary, 1882, being a switchman in the yards 
for some vears. He then went upon the 
road as Hreman, firing for different engineers 
on the various divisions for five years. In 
October, 1887, he was given an engine and 
was in the regular freight and extra passen- 
ger service until 1897, when he was put on 
the regular passenger service and in Novein- 
ber, 1900, was given the fast passenger 
train running between Cedar Rapids and Al- 
bert Lea. Since coming to Towa in 1882 
he has resided permanently in Cedar Kapids. 
In 1890 he purchased a lot and erected a 
residence thereon, but has since sold that 
place and built his present home, which has 
all modern improvements and is located at 
729 F avente west. | 

Mr. MeMullen was married in January, 
1887, to Miss Joanna Green, who was horn 
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in 862 in Burlington, Iowa, where her par- 
ents both died. Her father, Michael Green, 
was a contractor and butkler by occupation. 
she has one brother, John Green, who is a 
boilermaker by trade. Mr. MeMullen is 
ideutitied with the Kuights of Pythias fra- 
fernity, Crescent Lodge, No, 25, A. F. & 
A. BM. and Division No. 139, Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers, in which he has 
held otfiee. Poltically he ts a Republhean. 
He is one of the most competent engineers 
and trusted employes of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad Com- 
pany, and is held m hell i the highest 
esteem by railroad men and all others whe 
have the pleasure of Is acquaintance. 





REV. 1 C. LAS, : 


This well-known retired) minster of the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh, now residing 
in Aft. Vernon, Towa, was born in Living- 
sew “orks, 
August 7. 1832, and isa son ut Rubert and 
Catherine (Cooper) Lusk, the former a na- 
uve of Allegheny 


ston county, near Dansville. 


eouty. Pennsvivania, 
the latter or J.ivingston county, New York. 
They were married in Dansville. Livingsion 
New York, ined liveel in that lo- 
euity until the mether’s death, which oe- 
curred in 1856. 


COUNLY, 


The father subsequently 
came west and made his home with our 
sulject. He lied at \namosa. lowa, in the 
summer of I870, and was buried at that 
place. In lus family were six children, 
namely: Robert died at the age of seven- 
teen years, shortly after his graduation from 
Genesee College. He had previously been 
emploved as superintendent of the schools 
at Grand Rapids, Alichigan. George W 
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oe 


marned Huldah Shaw and resides at Ep- 
worth, lowa. 1. 
mt erder of birth. 


C., our subjeet, is next 
Jol married [liza Bur- 
dick and alter her death wedded a lady at 
Penn Yan, New York, and now resides in 
egany county, that state. Emily mar- 
ned Silas Randolph, who belongs to the 
distngutshed Virginian family of that 
name, and they reside im Farina, Iltnois, 
antd Mary Ann, who married -\ustin Kemp. 
she is now deceased, passing away in 1838. 

Alr, Lusk, of this review, been lis edu- 
cation in the district schvels of his native 
state, and then attended .\lfred University, 
at \lired, New York, for one vear, and later 
Genesee College, where he was eraduated 
i I8G1. 


the carpenter's trade, and alsu as a painter 


While i college he worked at 


and decurator in order to obtain the money 
lu meet hrs necessary expenses. lrigr te 
cus he had engaged in teaching schoul, and 
Was supermiendent of the city schuuls of 
Dansville and Avon, New York, at the time 
of ls graduation, whieh office he held for 
a number of vears. dn i858 and 1839 he 
represented Livingston county in the New 
York legislature, and also served as school 
commissioner for iine years, and deputy 
State supermtendent of schouls 

On the 6th of Mareh, 1854. near Dans- 
ville, New York, Alr. Lusk married Miss 
Maggie Shaw. also a native af that state, 
who died in r884. Unto them were born 
six children, of whom three are stil] living. 
namely: (1) Arthur, a traveling salesman 
living at Osceola, Iowa, married Nina 
Coppoc. daughter of a Baptist minister, and 
they have three children, Robert, [Edwin 
and Iedna. This Rev. Coppoc is a brother 
of a Coppoc who was wounded and taken 
prisoner with old John Brown in the Harp- 
ers Terry raid, and hung at the same time. 
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(2) Prank, a merchant of Ida Grove, lowa, 
married Ola Fish and they have two clul- 


dren, Bruce and Edith. (3) ebert, now 
pastor of the Methodist church at Greeley, 
fowa, married Annie Davison, daughter 


of the county attorney at IIkader, Iowa, 
and they have one child, Erma. 

At Huron, South Dakota. Mfr. Lusk was 
again married, May 12, TXS8G6, lis second 
union Mrs. Mary A. Killam, 
who lad one daughter by her lirst mqac- 
Frankie, who married James A. 
Seoville, and died in Conrad, Iowa, Janu- 
ary 4. 1yor. leaving three children, Bertha 
A. Viela and Ira. Mrs. Lusk was born in 
Oswego, New February 6, 1835, a 
daughter gf Nicholas and Lucy (Tierce} 
Mosher, both natives of the Empire state. 
They were married in Oswego county, New 
York, and when Mrs. Lusk was twenty-hve 
years of age renioved to Morrison, llimois, 
where they made thetr home until gomg to 
Saline county, Nebraska, in 1887. There 
the father died two years later, and the 
other afterward lived with her grandson at 
Ansley, 


bemg with 


riage : 


York, 


that state, until she, too, was called 
to her final rest in the spring ef 1898. Their 
children were: Wiliam H., who married 
Lovisa Leonard, of Abingdon, New York, 
anil Morrison, Illinois, 
Benjamin, who married Dolly 
Rounds, of Abingdon. New York, and lives 
m Fullerton, Nebraska; Mary 
of our subject; Holly. who matried Seneca 
simonds, of Cortland county, New York, 
anil his return trom the Civil war 
moved ta Elinois, where she died; Melvina, 
who first married a Mr. Richardson, 
second, G. W. Merrill, of Cedar Rapids, 
Jowa; and one who dive in intaney. 

7 Jn the spring of 1868 Mr. Lusk came to 
fowa and first located at Epworth, but the 


resided = in until 


their death ; 


Alzada, wite 


alter 


anil 








following fall removed to «Anamosa, where 
he served as superintendent of the city 
schcols for four years. Jle then joined the 
Upper lowa conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and received the tollow- 
ing appointments: Miles, 1872; Bellevue. 
1875; Delmar, 1976; La- 
Springville, 1879; Lang- 
worthy, 1881; West Branch, 1882; Dyers- 
ville, 1884; Elkader, 1886; J loyd, 
Marion, 1888; Jesup, 1890; Laporte City, 
1892; and Center Point, 1893. In the fall 
of 1894 Mr. Lusk moved household 
goods to Chicago, where he spent a part 
of the following year in work for the Chil- 
dren's Aid Society, and then returned to 
Springville, Linn county, Jowa, as nunister. 
In the fall of 1896 he caine to Mt. Vernon, 
and has since practically lived a retired lite, 
although he has devoted considerable time 
to evangelistic work and ninisterial supply. 
Here he has built a splendid home, superin- 
tending the erection of it himself. Ile has 
improved quite a number ot other pieces 
of property, which he later disposed of. and 
in this way has added not a little to the 
growth, development and improvement of 
Mt. Vernon. He was one of the first to 
make a boulevard in the town, it bemg in 
front of his own residence. Mr. Lusk 1s 
publie-spirited and progressive, and takes 
an active interest in all that tends to the 
advancement of the community in which he 
lives. In politics he is a Republican, and in 
lis social relations is a member of the Ma- 
sonic iraternity and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. He received the degree 
of D. D. from Alfred University, June 20, 
1895. also from the University of 
Rochester, at about the same time. For 
twenty-one years he served as statistical sec- 
retary of the Upper Iowa Conference, and 


1873; Preston, 
molle, 1878; 


1887 ; 


huis 


arid 
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was one of the leading ministers of his de- 
nomination in this part of the state. Jlis 
lite has been a source of inspiration and en- 
couragement to all who know him, and he 
is held in the highest regard in the various 
communities where he has resided. 


THOMAS WRIGHT. 


For manv years the subject of this re- 


view was successfully engaged in agricult- 


ural pursuits in Spring Grove township. but 
has now retired from active labor, and is 
enjoying a comfortable competence acquired 
in farmer years. His early heme was on 
the other side of the Atlantic, for he was 
born in Cambridgeshire, England, Novem- 
ber 4, 1830. His parents were John and 
Sarah (Fundry) Wright, both natives of 
that country, where they made their home 


throughout life, the father being engaged in. 


farming. JTe died in 1834, at the age ot 
thirty-five, when our subject was only two 
years and a half old, and the mother passed 
away in 1861. They hada farnity of three 
children, two of whom still living. 
Their daughter, Frances, is still a residenr 
at England. 

Thomas Wright spent the first twenty 
hive vears of his life in his native land, and 
Was there united in marriage with Miss Su- 
sana Clow, who was also born in that coun- 
In 1853 he taok passage at Liverpool 
on the Jacob Vestever, vessel, 
bowl for America, but after hve weeks at 
sea they were obliged to return to port, the 


are 


trv. 


a sailing 


ship having been wrecked in 4 severe storm 
winels, 
Two vears later Myr, Wright again started 


and driven baek by strong head 


for the new world on a sailing vessel, the 
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southampton, which also sailed front Liver- 
pool, and atter a voyage of four weeks and 
four days he landed in New York. 
Proceeding at once to Towa, he settled 
in Jackson county, where he engaged in 
farming upon rented land for about fifteen, 
years, and then removed to Spring Grove 
township, Linn county, where he had pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty acres of raw 
prairie Jand im 1868. 
der a high state of cultivation, and later 
hought au additional one-hundred-and- 
sixty-acre tract. which was also wild and 
uniunproved. He made of this place a fine 
farm, and subsequently sold one-half of the 
amount, still retaining 6ne lundred and 
sixtv acres on which he now resides. This 
he has inproved by the erection of a pleas- 
ant residence and a good set of farm build- 
ings, and he continued to actively and suc- 


This he placed un- 


cessfully engage in general farming until 
1893, since which time he has lived in ease 
and retirement. 

Air. Wright’s first wife died in 1893, 
and was laid to rest in the Alice burying. 
ground. Dy that union were born fifteen 
children, eight sons and seven daughters, 
namely: Sarah Ann, John \.. Wilham, 
Thomas, Jane (Marv), James, George, 
Margaret, Alice. Frederick, Susan, Albert, 
Charles, Tda Bell and Ida Cornelia. All are 
Inving with the exception of Ida Bell. On 
the 15th of July, 1894, Mr. Wright was 
again married, his second union being with 
Mrs. statira Henry, who was bern in 
Cavuga county, Ohio, and was one of a fam- 
ily of Ave children, two of whom are now 
Her parents were George and 
Amanda (Walton) Stocking, who were 
larming people and natives of Connecticut. 
The father died July 1, 1889. at the age of 
eighty years, and the mother departed tls 


living, 
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life February 17, 1888. at the age of seventy- 
seven. | 

By lis ballot Mr. Wright supports the 
men and measures of the Republican party, 
and he has capably filled the offices of road 
supervisor and school director. Religiously 
both he and his wife are members of the 
Christian church, and are highly respected 
and esteemed by all who know then. 





JOHN DUNLAP. 


This well-known and honored citizen ot 
Springville. who is familiarly called Unele 
John by his numerous friends throughout 
Linn county, was born in County Antrim, 
Ireland, May 12, 1817, a son of John and 
Mary Aun (Bell) Dunlap, natives of the 
same country and of Scotch descent. Thev 
were the parents af seven cluldren, five sons 
and two daughters, of wham our subject 1S 
now the only suryiver. The father dying 
in 1828. the mother was left to provide tor 
her children, In 1832 she brought her fam- 
ily to the new world and settled in .\lle- 
gheny county, Pennsylvania, where she con- 
tinned {to make her home tlroughout the 
remainder af her life. She lived to the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-three years. 

John Dunlap grew to manhood upan a 
farin in Pennsylvania, and when only mine- 
teen vears of age was married at Philadel- 
pia in 1836 to Miss Ann Eliza Johnson, 
who was of Scotch parentage. -\fter lus 
marriage he was employed at farm work in 
that state until 1841, when he removed to 
Athens county, Ohio, where he had previ- 
ously purchased eighty acres of Jand with- 
aut seeing it. Clearing away the trees, he 
burned the brush and placed forty acres 
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under cultivation. Ilis hrst home was a 
rude log house, which was replaced two or 
three vears Jater by a more substantial dwell- 
ing built of hewed logs. He also built a 
good barn and continued the improvement 
and cultivation of that farm tur seven vears. 

Selling his property in Ohio, Mr. Dunlap 
came to Linn county, Iowa, ii 1851, and 
with a land warrant entered one hundred 
and sixty acres of land three inles trom 
Springville, which village at that Line con- 
tained only the residence of Coione!l But- 
ler. Heat once commenced to lyreak and im- 
prove his land, first building a log cabin, in 
which the family lived while he opened up 
the farm. Later he erected a more commod- 
ious frame residence and built one of the 
hest barns in the township. He added to 
his original purchase from time to time wid. 
he owned nearly a seetion of land. divided 
into three farms, but later he disposed of 
these, though he continued to own and ope- 
rate two hundred acres of land in Brown 
township until 1895. In connection with 
farming he also carried on stock raising, and 
in his undertakings met with marked suc- 
cess. Being a man of industry, enterprise 
ad good business ability he accumulated a 
valuable estate, anch is to-day one of the 
substantial citizens of Springville. where he 
purchased a residence in i895 and has sice 
lived retired from active labor. 

Mr. Dunlap has been called upon to 
mourn the loss of his estimable wife, who 
passed away iy November, 1591, wid was 
Jaid to rest in the Linn Grove ceretery. 
They had nine children, namely; Jolin wis 
in the Union army during the Civil war 
and later removed to Nebraska. where he 
died, leaving a wife and several children: 
Elizabeth married Thomas Kerns and sed 
in Maine township, this coynty; Mary -\nn 
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wedded James Neenin and died in Nebraska : 
Ellen, deceased, was the wife of William 
Butler, of Linn county, who served through 
the war ot the Rebellion and went with 
sherman on the march to the sea: Rebecca 
is the wife of George Bolton. of Nebraska: 
Thomas is a resident of Springville; Mar- 
guret 1s the wile of James Wallace. of New 
Virgima, Warren county, Iowa: William ts 
a farmer of Brown township; Hugh com- 
pletes the family. 

Mr. Dunlap cast his first presicdettial 
ballot jor W. H. Harrison in 2840, but fer 
many years has been identified with the 
Democratic partv. Religiously he is a 
member of the Presbyterian church of Linn 
Grove. with which his wife was also con- 
nected. and is a man of sterling worth and 


exemplary character, who has the contidence 


and respect of all who know him. 


CHARLES EF. BUTLER. 


Charles F. Butler. president of the 
Springville Exchange Bank ated a most ca- 
pable financier and successful business man, 
Isa narive of this county, horn on the old 
homestead in Brown township, Decenther 
&. 1&57. and is the son of Jaseph S. Butler. 
a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. Tis hovhood and vouth were spent 
upon the farm, and his primary education, 
acquired tn the schools of Springville, was 
supplemented by two vears’ attendance at 
Cornell College. in Aft. Vernon. 

Alter completing his education Mr. But- 
ler returned home and engage in farming 
and raising, feeding and dealing in’ stock. 
\ few vears after lis father established the 
Springville Exchange Bank he became con- 
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nected wrth rhe same. and was in partnership. 
with lis tather until the latter's death, when 
he succeeded to the business and estate, 
The capital stock has been increased from 
twenty-five to seventy-five thousand dollars, 
having the largest capital of anv bank in 
the county outside of Cedar Rapids. Be 
sides luis banking business Mr. Butler owns 
and operates several tine farms, and fattens 
fer market several carloads of cattle annu- 
ally. He is one of the most public-spirited 
men ol the town, and igs ever ready to use 
his influence aud means to advance the in- 
terests of the community. Te was one of 
the priuetpal promoters of the water works 
system of Springville, and owns a large share 
of the stock. 

On the old homestead in Brown town- 
slip, where he was bern, AMlr. Butler was 
inarried on Christmas Day, 1882, to Miss 
Clara Burger, a native of Franklin county, 
Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Abraham 
Burger, who was one of the early settlers 
vf Linn county. Here Ars. Butler grew 
to womanhood, her education being acquired 
at Alt. Vernon. 
lie on the old home farm, and there their 
@®niv child, Margaret Josephine, was born. 
Aiter residing there for a few vears they re- 
moved to Springville, and the daughter will 
graduate at the high school in that place in 
June, I9Qor. 

Mr. Butler is a prominent imember of 
the Knights of Pythias Lodge. of Spring- 
ville. of which he is past chancellor, having 
hiled all the chairs in the same and repre- 
sented the lodge in the grand lodge of the 
state. His wife is an earnest and active 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and, 
although he is not a member of anv religious 


Thev began their married 


organization, he attends ehurel with her and 
gives liberally to its support. Politically he 
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‘sq staunch Democrat. but, being in favor 


of a wold standard, he voted for President 


a 
MeKinley in 1896 and again in 1goo. 
Public office has no attraction for hun, 
as he tlesires rather to devote his en- 
lire time anc attention to |lis eNtensive 
business interests. A man of keen per- 


ception and unbounded enterprise, he las 
mer with marked success in lus under- 
takings and is deserving of prominent men- 
tion among the leading and representative 


business men of the county. 


TOHN HENRY FUESSLEY. 


Ammng the purely ée]f-made iter of 


Linn county are many who were born on the 


ather side of the Atlantic. and im this coun- 
iry have secured for themselves and faniily 
a good home and comtortable competence by 
their awn unaided efforts, strict economy and 
industry. To this class belongs 
John Henry Fuessley, a successful farmer 
of Spring Grove township, whe was born 
in Germany in 1856, a son of Gottlieb and 
Llizaheth who spent their entire 
that country. The father was. a 
potter by trade. but was also a land owner 
and devoted considerable attention to lis 
He died in 1872, 
atthe age of fifty-three vears. and his wife 
passed away in 1886, at the age of sixty- 
nine vears. 


nntiring 


l-uesslev. 
lives in 


vinevards and orchards. 


Thev were the parents of 
twelve children, eight of whom are still liv- 
Ing. and with the exception of one residing 
in Germany, all now make their home in the 
United States, 

Having relatives in the new world, John 
Henry Fuessley came to .\imerica at the age 
Of sixteen years, crossing the Atlantic from 
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Rotterdam to New York in a sailing vessel, 
which was three weeks in making the voy- 
age. After spending a short time in Chi- 
cago he went to La Salle county, Hlinois, 
where he found employment as a farm hand, 
and remained there about four years. He 
continued his residence in Ilinais tor some 
working in different localities. 

At Emden, Illinois, Mr. luessley was 
married, March 9, 1882, to Miss Catherine 
Krapi, who was also born in Germany ancl 
caine to the United States in 1876, sailing 
from Hamburg and landing in New York 
two weeks later. Her parents were Lud- 
wig and Catherine (Zeeb) Krapt, natives 
of Germany. Her father is still hving in 
that country but her mother died in r&gt at 
the age of fifty-six years. She has three 
hrothers and two sisters in the United 
States. Unto Mr. and Mrs. I*uessley were 
born four children, whose names and dates 
of birth are as follows: Albert, November 
30, 1882; Tilly, January 26. 1885; John 
Henry, June 29, 1887; and Clara Elizabeth, 
August 25. 1889. -\Il are living and at 
home with the exception of Tilly, who died 
at the age of one vear. 

In 1885 Mr. Fuessiey came to Linn coun- 
ty, Iowa. and after operating rented Jand for 
some time he pur-hased one hundred and 
twenty acres in Spring Grove township in 
1892. At that time there were no wnprove 
ments upon the place, except that a few acres 
had been broken. but he soon placed the farm 
under cultivation, has divided it into elds 
af convenient size by well-kept fences and 
has erected thereon a good set of farm huild- 
ings, ali of which improvements stand as 
monuments to his thrift and industry. He 
is engaged in general farming and stock 
with well-deserved 


vears, 


and is meeting \ 
Tn addition to the cultivation of 


raising, 
success. 
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his own farm he also operates a forty-acre 
tract adjoinmg. In politics Mr. Fuessley 
is a Republican, and he has efliciently filled 
the offices of school director and township 
trustee. Both he and his wife are members 
ot the German United Evangelical Chureh 
near LaFayette, and are held in high regard 
by all who know them. 


LUTHER A. BREWER. 

One of the prominent representatives of 
the journalistic profession in Jowa is Luther 
A. Brewer, the well-known assistant busi- 
ness manager of the Republican, of Cedar 
Rapids. He took up his residence in this 
city on the 14th of July, 1884, and since the 
Toth of March, 1887. has been connected 
with the paper of wlich he is now the active 
manager. Ile was born in Welsh Run, 
Pennsylvania, December 17, 1858, and is a 
son of Jacob and Kate (Brewer) Brewer, 
also natives of that state and of Normandy 
French extraction, Our subject's ancestors 
were among the early settlers of Pennsvl- 
vania, lis great-grandtather having come to 
this country if the early part of the eight- 
eenth century and located there. Vhrough- 
out lite the father followed farming and 
was a supporter of the Democracy. He died 
1 1892, aged sixty-four years, but his wife 
is sti]l living at the age of seventy. and 
makes her home in Mercersburg, Pennsyl- 
vamia. They were the parents of seven 
children, namely: Luther .\., our subject: 
Howard. a resident of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania; Harry. «deceased: wile of 
Winger Draper. who is engaged in the Ag TI- 


l-atisa, 


cultural implement business at Hagerstown, 
Maryland; Frank R., a resident of Funks- 
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town, Maryland: Florence, wife of Samuel 
Troup, a farmer of Hicksville, Maryland; 
and one who died in infaney. 

During Ins bevhood Luther A. Brewer 
attended the public schools of his native 
State, aud prepared for college under private 
instruction. In 1879 he entered Pennsyl-~ 
vaiia College at Gettysburg, where he pur- 
sued a classical course and was graduated 
in 1883. He was then principal of the high 
school at Boonesboro, Marvland, for one 
year, and at the end of that time came west 
to Spencer, Iowa. where he was teller in the 
Clay county bank for a short time. Ag pre- 
viously stated. he came to Cedar Rapids July 
T4. 1884. and for a time engaged in the 
study of law. Later he was bookkeeper for 
a coal firm until offered the position of city 
editor of the Republican, entering upon the 
duties of that position March 10, 1887, and 
capably filling them for two years. Subse- 
quently he was assistant manager in the 
business office of the company, and in 1894 
was made business manager, having at the 
same time purchased an interest in the paper, 
Which he subsequently sold. In the conduct 
of the business he las met with most excel- 
Jent success, and has made the paper one of 
the leading journals in this section of the 
State. 

On the 31 of February, 1898, ii Cedar 
Rapids, Mr. Brewer married Miss Elinore 
Taylor, a native of this city, born in 1868,. 
and a daughter of A. C. Tavlor, who is one. 
of the old settlers of Cedar Rapids. As a 
Republican Mr. Brewer has been promi- 
nently identifted with political affairs, and 
was at one time secretary of the county cen- 
tral commiutice and chairman of the city 
committee of this party. He was state in- 
spector of illuminating oils for three years 
and a halt, having been appointed to that 
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position to succeed the late L. S. Merchant. 
Socially he is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias jratermity and yeligiously 1s a mem- 
ner of the Lutheran Church, of which he is 
treasurer. Mr. Brewer is university pub- 
lisher for the State University at Iowa City, 
and is also lecturer on journalism at that in- 
stitution. He is a man of literary tastes 
and exceptional ability. and has one ot the 
largest and most select private libraries 1n 
Towa. 





HOSEA WHITE. 


Hosea White. who passed away at his 
home in Springville. January 23. 1gOI, was 
one of the most prosperous and infuential 
citizens of Brown township. He came to 
this state in 1843, and six years later he 
took up his residence in J.inn county, own- 
ing and operating a farm adjoining the cor- 
porate limits of Springville for over half a 
century. 

Mr. White was born on the 1&th day ot 
June. 181g, in Stanstead. Upper Canada, 
hut belonged to an old New England fam- 
ily and traced his ancestry back to William 
White, whe came to this country in the May- 
Hower. They were among the early set- 
Uers of Vermont. Our subject’s father, 
Hosea \Vhite, Sr., was a native of the Green 
Mountain state and a son of Caleb White. 
| The subject of this review was reared 
in| Canada, learned the shoe- 
maker's trade, which he subsequently fol- 
lowed at Eaton, Preble county, Ohio, for 
some vears, having removed to that place 
When a young man. In 1843 he came to 
Jowa. which was still a territory, and three 
years later was joined bv his father. Lo- 
eaung at Fort Madison, he worked at his 


ail there 
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trade in that city for a vear or two and then 
went to West Point, Lee county, where he 
followed the same pursuit for several years. 
He was twice married, and while there his 
first wife died, leaving wo sons, Marcus H. 
and Julius. 

At West Point, December 28, 1847, Mr.. 
White was united in marriage with Miss 
Elizabeth Green, a native of Washington 
county, Ohio. Her father, Eli Green, was 
born in New York in 1797, and in [803 re- 
moved to Ohio with his parents. His 
father, Duty Green, who was a soldier of 
the Revolutionary war, cleared and improved 
a farm in Washington county and upon his 
place planted apple seeds, trom which have 
crown trees which are still bearing. There 
Eli Green grew to manhood and murried 
Elizabeth Stewart, who was born in Wash- 
ington county in 1802. He followed the 
carpenter's and joiner’s trade throughout 
the greater part of his active husiness hule, 
and was also a boss ship carpenter at Alar 
etta, Ohio, far some years. In 1846 he re- 
moved to Lee county, Towa, where he con- 
tinued to work at his trace for some time, 
and then went to Butler, Bates county, Mis- 
souri, where his death occurred. His first 
wite had died in Ohio when Mrs. White 
was a child of three years, and he Jater 
married again. His second wife survived 
him some twenty years and spent her last 
days with her children in Limr county, 
Iowa, where she died in 1896. 

Mrs. White was eighteen years oi age 
when she gave her hand in marriage to our. 
subject. Unto them were born nine clul- 
dren, namely: A. G., who is now engaged 
in mining at Gibbonsville. Idaho: Clinton 
L., who has been engaged in the practice ot 
law at Sacramento, California, for some 
years; Oscar S., a railroad bridge carpenter; 
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residing in Sacramento; George E., who is 
engaged in the creamery business in Greene 
county, Towa; B. F., who spent about tweuty 
years in California and then returned to this 
county, where he died June 7, 1goo, at the 
age of turty-five vears; Ralph, a merchant of 
Springville, Iowa; Lincoln, a ranchiman, of 
Sacramento, California; Charles G.. who js 
llow engaged in prospecting and mining in 
Mexico; and Antrim L.. who resides on the 
jiome farm with his mother. 

[t was in April, 1849, that Mr. White 
came to Linn county and with a land war- 
rant entered six hundred and forty acres of 
land east of Springville, which he divided 
with his brother and bruther-in-law, retain- 
ing a tract of three hundred and sixty acres, 
which the family still own. His first home 
here was a log cabin, in which he lived fer 
six vears. while he deveted his attention © 
the development and cultivation of his farm. 
Later he erected a good set of farm Ipuiled- 
ings, planted fruit and forest trees about his 
place and made it a very attractive and well- 
mproved farm, on whielt he resided for 
thirty years. 
farm of une hundred and sixty acres whieh 
lias since teen the home of the family, which 
he had purchased some fifteen vears before 
at nine dollars an acre. When this tract 
caine into his possession it was prineipally 
covered with umber, but it was at length 
converted ito a lughly cultivated and de- 
sirable farm, with good buildings erected 
Air. White laid off an addition to 
Springville and took a very aetive and iun- 


there, 


portant part in the development of this sec- 
tion of the county. 
energetic man, he took i eonmendable in- 


As a progressive and 


terest in public affairs and was called upon 
to Hl various official positions of honor and 


trust. Tle served as supervisor during the 


In 188 he moved on tne 
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trving days of the Civil war, and always 
faithiully discharged any duty which de- 
volved upon him, whether public or private, 
Ie lived in comparative retirernent for some 
years before his death. Ars. White attends 
the Presbyterian Chureh of Springville, in 
which faith she was reared, and is a most 
estimable lady, who has a large circle of 
Miends and acquaintances throughout the 
eouuey. 


TAMES KNAPP. 


Tius well-known farmer, located on sec- 
tion 3, Bertram township, was born in Ohio 
on the 3d day of May, r8rg, and is a son 
oT Perry and Mary Knapp, natives of New 
York. The mother died in [Indiana in 1828, 
hut the father’s death occurred near Bert- 
rain, Jowa, in 44. They were the parents 
a! eight children, namely: Asa, who mar- 
ried Becky Chrisman, now deceased, and 
resides in Lowa; Stephen, deceased: James, 
aur subject ; Charles, who married Catherine 
Becks, and lives in Dubuque county, Iowa; 
Pattie, deceased wife of Tim Green, of 
Michigan; Julia, deceased ; Hester, who mar- 
ried William Jacquet, and both died in Iowa; 
and Kesauna, who married Isaac Parsel, and 
hoth died in this state. 

At the age of eleven vears James Knapp 
accompanied |us parents on their removal 
Irom Ohie to Indiana, aud in the subserip- 
lian schouls of the latter state he acquired 
his early education. The school house was 
mult of logs, with seats made of split logs 
with pegs for legs. In 1833 the family 
went to Michigan and located near Niles, 
where they made their liome for about 

While there eur subject 
blacksimith’s trade with hs 


twelve vears, 


learned the 
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father, who made that occupation Ins lite 
work, In 1843 he came to Linn county, 
Jowa, and took up a claim two miles north 
of Bertram. a part ef which was wild prairie 
land and the remainder timber. He lost 
his property after residing there tor a year, 
as the claim) was entered under him and 
taken from 
operated a rented farm and then removed 


him. The following vear lie 
to the present site of Bertram, where he 
worked as a farm hand by the month tor 
about three years. 
reuted another farm and at the end of that 
time went to Ilineis, his wite having died 


The following year he 


in the meantime. .\iter two vears spent m 
that state he returned to Gertram and worked 
for others for two vears. Ile next bought 
a farm of one hundred and twenty acres on 
section 3, Bertram township, which at that 
line was all raw prairie and timber Jand, 
which he placed under excellent cultivation 
and improved with good buildings, includ- 
Ing a comfortable home. lia connection 
witl# general farming he raises cattle iar 
market. 

On the 7th ef December, 1840, m [ndi- 
ana, Mv. Kuapp was umted in marriage with 
Miss Mary Christman, who died in 1848. 
Of the four children born of that union, 
two are still living, namely: Lewis, a resi- 
dent of Michigan; and Asa, who married 
Margaret Duncan and lives in Bertram, 
lowa. 
Nlinots 


Mr. Knapp was again married in 
November 22, 1849, lis second 
won being with Miss Martha Christman, 
who died in 1896. 
children: 


To them were born five 
Mary, now the wite of John 
Stoneking, of Bertram; Henry, who resides 
at home with his father: Catherine, de- 
ceased wite of Colonel Mohler. of Bertram; 
George, who wedded Mary Johnvin and lives 
mn Michigan; and Andrew, who married 


Birdie Banks and resides on the homestead 
farm. 

Religiously Mr. Knapp fs a member of 
the Methodist church, and politically 1s 
identified with the Democratic party. He 
has been honored with several local offices, 
having served as school director and Lrustee 
for a number of vears and as justice of the 
peace and road supervisor for several years 
each. His official duties were always faith- 
fully and conscientiously discharged, win- 
ning for him the commendation of all con- 
cerned.. 





DAVID REECE. 


Among the honored pioneers and leading 
citizens of Spring Grove township 1s David 
Reece, who came to the county in 1851 and 
las since resided upon his present farm. He 
was born in Highland county. Olio, De- 
cember 30, 1823, and is a son of William 
and Rebecca (Hyatt) Reece, both of whom 
died before our subject came west. On Nits 
arrival in this caunty he entered forty acres 
of timber land and one hundred and twenty 
acres of prairie land, on which not a turrow 
had been turned nor an improvement made. 
Upon their tract he has since made lus home 
while devoting his time and energies to its 
development and cultivation. He added to 
the original purchase, and at one time had 
two hundred acres. but has since disposed of 
a portion of this, though he sul retiuns one 
hundred and thirty acres, all under cultiva- 
tion with the exception of a small timber 
tract. 

Mr. Reeee was first married in I844 to 
Miss Juliana Lane. by whom he had two 
children, namely: William Flenry enlisted 
at the age of eighteen in Company F, Twen- 


562 


tieth lewa Volunteer Infantry, during the 
Civil war, his company being commanded 
by Judge Hubbard. He died at Jefferson 
barracks, St. Louis, having contracted a 
disease which resulted fatally. Sarah died 
at the age of four months. 

In 1850 Mr. Reece was again married, 
lis second unton being with Miss Ketorah 
A. Conner, a cousin of his present wife. 
Unto them were born six children, of whom 
two are sul] living: Flovd N., who mar- 
ried Jiula Freeland and lives near Coggon, 
this county; and Rebeeca Annetta, wite of 
Wilham Ball, of Buchanan county, Iowa. 

On the &th of June, 1863,.at Vinton, 
Towa, My. Reece was united in marriage 
with Miss Anna Connor, who is now the 
oldest living resident of Spring Grove town- 
ship. She was born near Salem, New Jer- 
sey, and is a daughter of Wilham and Clar- 
issa (Huffman) Connor, both of whom died 
in Ohio. By occupation the father was a 
farmer. He had four children, two sons 
and two daughters, of whom three are still 
by lus last marriage Mr. Reece had 
Wilham C. and 


living. 
four cluldren, as tollows: 


Mary Elizabeth, twins, who died in infancy; 


Curtis D.. who married Eveline Renter and 
is now operating the heme farm tor his 
father; and Anna Irene, wife of William H. 
(Terman, a farmer of Newton township. 
Politically Mr. Reece was originally a 
Whig, and has heen a stanch supporter of 
the Republican party since its organization. 
He was one of the first trustees of Spring 
Grove township, and the first election was 
held in his house, the ballot box being an old 
sott woolen hat. He also had the honor of 
casting the first ballot in the township, and 
still has the records of this election in a 
cool state of preservation. At that time 
there were only thirteen voters in the tawn- 
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ship, the others being D. N. Saxton, L. D, 
Peyton, J. H. Walton, G. W. Carson, J. H. 
swain, A. J. Ward, William Phillips, R. 
Gilbert, I. Swain, S. Ewing, R. W. Church 
and David G. Church. Mr. Reece has held 
every office in the township with exception 
of clerk, which was held by his brother, and 
he has always taken quite an active and in- 
Huential part i public affairs. He and his 
wife are members ot the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, and it is safe to say that no 
couple in the community are more honored 
or highly respected thau Mr. and Mrs. 
Keece. 


HENRY BEECE. 


For almost halt a century the subject 
of this review has made his home in Linn 
county, Lowa. and during all this time has 
been one of the most prominent and influ- 
ential men of Spring Grove township, where 
he resides. A native of Olio, he was born 
In Ifighland county on the Sth ot August, 
1829, and is a son of William and Rebecca 
(Hyatt) Reece, natives of South Carolina. 
He lost his mother during childhood, and 
was twenty years of age at the time of his 
father’s death. 

Mr. Reece grew to manhood in his na- 
tive state, and in 1851 was married in Allen 
county, Ohio, to Miss Lucretia Nash, 4 
native of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and 
a daughter of Jolin and Jane (Boyle) Nash. 
(er father was born in Ohio, her mother 10 
Pennsylvania, and they were the parents of 
nine children, of whom six are still living. 
Five children were born to our subject and 
Either H., who married 
Ars. Reece, the widow of his cousin; A. L., 
who married Rosa Peyton; W. W., who 


lus wile, namely: 
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married Bess Shaffer; and Rebecea J. and 
Mary L., both deceased. 

\t the age of twenty-five Mr. Reece 
came to Jowa and settled in Linn county, 
having previously purchased eighty acres 
of wild land in Spring Grove township 
through his brother, who had preceded lim 
to this state. On his arrival here our sub- 
ject bought an additional thirty-acre tract 
of timber land and at once commenced the 
development of a farm. He piaced the 
land under cultivation and erected thereon 
good and substantial buildings. He also 
bought other land and at one time had two 
hundred acres, but has since disposed of a 
portion of this, but still owns one hundred 
and forty acres, all well improved with ex- 
ception of the timber tract. 

Politically Mr. Reece is an ardent Repub- 
lican, and lis fellow citizens. recognizing 
his worth and abititv, have elected him to 
several important official positions. Soon 
afler coming to the county he was elected 
township clerk, and so acceptably did he hill 
that office that he was constantly re-elected 
and served for the long period of thirty-two 
consecutive years. ‘Ie also served as town- 
slip trustee, justice of the peace and school 
director, and his duties have always been 
most capably and satisfactorily performed. 
Religiously he and his estimable wife hold 
membership in the Methodist Protestant 
Church. 


— aS 


TOUN W. WOOD. 


Among the highly respected citizens of 
Springville who are now living in retire- 
ment from active labor is John W. Wood, 
whe was bern in Belmont county, Ohio, 
February 6, 1828. The Wood family is of 
English descent and of good old Quaker 
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stock. To the same family belong all the 
Woods in southern Pennsylvania and north- 
ern Marvland. Our subject’s paternal great- 
grandfather, James Woud, was a native of 
the former state, as was also the grandfa- 
ther, Matthew Wood, who was born in Del- 
aware county, Pennsylvania. July 9, 1755. 
In r&r1 the latter removed with his tamily 
to Belmont county, Ohio, and in the midst 
of the wilderness he and his sons cleared 
and improved a farm. 

John Wood, our subject's father, was 
born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, in 
t8oo, and grew to manhood in Belmont 
county, Ohio, where he was married at the 
age of nineteen to Miss [esther Williams, 
a native of Georgia. Her father, Jhomas 
Williams, was born in Pennsylvania in 
1765. and was a son of Lewis Williams, 
who came to this country from Wales. For 
several years Thomas Williams resided in 
Georgia, and then removed to Belmont coun- 
tv, Ohio. There the father of our subject 
jollowed farming throughout his active 
business life. He died in 1833, at the com- 
paratively early age of thirty-three years, 
aid the mother passed away four years later. 
The subject of this sketch is the fitth in 
order of birth in their family of seven chil- 
dren and is the only survivor, the others 
having all died young, the last one passing 
away in 1852. 

The early life of John W. Wood was 
passed upon a farm in Belmont county, 
Ohio, and he obtained a good practical edu- 
cation in the conmmon and higher schools 
of that state. He successfully engaged 1 
teaching school for fourteen terms in his 
native county and in Jones county, Iowa. 
On the 16th of November, 1848, he mar- 
rjed Miss Almeda Crew. also a native ot 
Belmont county, Ohio, and a daughter of | 
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James and Sarah (Bain) Crew. Her fa- 
ther was born in Virginia, and im early lite 
removed with his father, Jacob Crew, to 
Jelinont county, Oluo, where he spent the 
greater part ef his life as a farmer. He 
came to lowa in 1864 and beught land in 
Linn county, but died in Keokuk county, 
thig state, the same year. Mr. and Ars. 
Wood have four children living, namely : 
(1) Elam J., now a business man of Hardin 
county, Iowa, is married and lias teur clul- 
dren, Harry I, Mabel Li, Allie May and 
Elam Paul. (2) Allen D., agent for the 
Union Pacific Kailroad at Rollins, \Wyom- 
ing, is married and has one cluld, Allen 
Claire. (3) Mary is the wite of \\ alter 5. 
Manley, who is now in the Klondike, while 
she is with her parents im Springville, Lowa. 
She has me son, Walter Merle. (4) Sina 
is the wife of lL. E. Jackson. of Springville. 
and they have one son, Julian L. Ayr. and 
Mrs. Wood have also lost four childreu, 
Sarah, Thomas and George having all died 
m childhood. Luther J. grew to manhood, 
amd removed to Phenix, Arizona, where 
he miuarried, and where he ced Alay 2, 1896. 

In 1864 Alr. Wood caine to lowa, and 
tor some years made lus heme in Jones 
county, where he owned and operated one 
lhuindred acres of laud just across the line 
ISSs he removed 
to Linn county, locating in Brown township, 
Ile made 
INany Nnprovenients upon his farm, and was 
successfully engaged 


from finn county. In 
Where he had uinety-eight acres 


In general tarming, 
stock raising and dairying until his retire- 


ment Irom active labor in Mareh, rgoez,. 


when he removed to Springville, having pur- 
chased a pleasant residence there. He was 
always numbered among the most thrifty, 
enterprising and successful 
of his commiuuity. 


agriculturists 
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Politically Mr. Wood has always been 
identinied with the Republican party, but has 
While in Jones 
county, however, he was clected and served 


never been au offce-seeker. 


severul ternis as assessor, and was also a 
member ot the schoo] board and secretary 
ot the same for sixteen years, having al- 
wavs taken an active interest in educational 
By durthright he and his wite are 
both members of the’ Society of Friends, 


work, 


and are now connected with the chureh at 
Whittier, In tSgS their children, grand- 
eluldren and other relatigns gathered at their 
lame to asstst in celebrating their golden 
wedding. and lett numerous tokens of their 
altection for this worthy couple who have 
so long traveled life's journey together, 
sllaring its joys and surrows, tts adversity 
and prosperity. They are widely and fa- 
vorably known, and have a host of warm 


friends in both Jones and Linn cuimaties. 


ROBERT NM. BUCK. 


Robert N. 
the First ward 


suck, the popular alderman 
and a well-known 
laundryiman ot Cedar Rapids, has been a 
resident of that city since 1879, having come 
here from Davenport, where he resided for 
He was born in Greene county, 
Ohio, on the t&th of April, 1846, and 1s a 
sou of James \W. and Nancy (Kerr) Buck, 
also natives of Ohio, the former born 1m 
180g, the latter in 1818. On the maternal 
side the father was of Scoteh lineage, and 
his dather was a native of Virginia, Dur- 
ing his boyhood James W. Buck received 
a good common-school education, and for 
many years taught schools, but the greater 
part of his time and attention was devoted 


jrom 


a tie. 
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fo farming. In 1866 he came to Iowa, and 
took up a tract of unimproved land in Powe- 
sheik county, where he followed his chosen 
occupation. In polities he was a Democrat, 
but was never an active party worker or 
an ollice-seeker. He died in Monteztuina, 
lowa, in 1881, and his wife passed away 
at the home of their daughter in California 
in 1897. Of their seven children two died 
in early childhood, the others being Robert 
N., the subject of this sketch; Phoebe Ag- 
nes, whi was married and died in the early 
‘sos; James K., a resident of Davenport, 
lowa; Eliza, wife of J. \W. Patterson, ot 
Tipton, Tulare county, California; 
Catherine, wife of Jolin Hutchison, ot I*res- 
no, California. The children were given 
the advantages of the common schools of 
carly days, but their educational privileges 
were linnted, as the country in winch they 
lived was sparsely settled and the schools 
were few. 


ancl 


Robert N. Buek grew to manhood on 
the home farm, and remained with his par- 
ents until he entered the army during the 
Civil war, enlisting on the tst of May, 1864, 
ut the age of eighteen years, in Company 
I, One Hundred and Firty-fourth Olio 
Volunteer Infantry. He served six months 
with the National Guards, and was then 
mustered out. 

Tn 1866 he came to Iowa with the fam- 
ily, but just before leaving Ohio he was 
uuited in marriage with Miss Kate Mc- 
Carty, a native of that state, who died in 
Cedar Kapids in 1883, leaving four chil- 
dren, namely ; (1) James A., whw is en- 
Saged in the toilet supply business in Cedar 
Rapids, is married and has two children, 
Harolk and Paul. (2) Tlattie L. is the wife 
of L. B. Hazelett. of New York city, and 


they have one child, Catherine. (3) Alida 
28 
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J. is the wife of William Aliller, of Cedar 
Rapids, and they have one cluld, Paulme. 
(4) Roy is married and a resident of Cedar 
Rapids. Ile is a graduate of the public 
schools of this city. In 1885 Mr. Buck 
Was again married, his second union being 
with Mrs. Mary M. Bunt, nee Nicholson, 
who was born in \Visconsin in 1849. 

On coming to this state the family lo- 
cated im Montezuma, where Mr. Buck en- 
gaged in farming until 1869, when he went 
to Davenport, and was in the employ of a. 
grocery house as traveling salesman for 
eleven years. In 1879 he removed with ls 
family to Cedar Rapids, where he has since 
made his home. He was injured in a rail- 
road wreck in r88t, and tor a year was un- 
able to do any work. He then engaged 
in the confectionery Business; later con- 
ducted a hotel for a few years, and im 1887 
purchased a laundry, which he has since 
operated with good suceess. In 1894 he 
purchased property and put 1m a modern 
plant, so that he now has one of the best 
equipped laundries in the city, and has built 
up an excellent trade. The new plant at 
the corner of A avenue and Third street is 
a modern two-story and basement brick, 
twenty-five by one hundred feet, with mod- 
er machinery, giving employment to trom 
eighteen to twenty-lve people—the largest 
business of its kind in the city. He also has 
other real estate interests 1 the city. 

Since attaining lus majority Aly. buek 
has always alfdiated with the Democratic 
party, and has been an active party worker. 
In Mareh, 1897, he was elected alderman 
from the First ward, and so acceptably did 
he fill the office that he was re-elected the 
following year, and again in Igo00, for twor 
year terms. He has served the people etli- 
ciently and well; was a member of the 
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nance committee the frst vear; was chai- 
man of the public improvement and fire 
conumittees, during which time was built 
about three miles of pavement, also the Vin- 
fon dich sewer, and the Central park sewer 
wis extended since that time; and also ot 
the judiciary conunittee the fourth and fifth 
years. [Tor three years he has been a meni- 
ber of the board of health; has been a dele- 
gate to the state conventions of his party, 
aud a member of the county and city cen- 
tral committees. Praternally he is an hon- 
ored member of Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 
203, F. & A. M.; Cedar Rapids Lodge. 
No. 98, Knights of Pythias, of which he is 
now master of works; Cedar Kapids Lodge, 
No, 147, LO. O. F., of which he is now 
past grand. and the Encampment, of which 
he 1s now chief patriot. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Rebekah Lodge, No. 79, and of 
Patriarch Militant, Canton No. 21, and in 
the latter lodge is now chief of the staff 
with the rank of colonel on General AL. A. 
Kaney's staff. He is widely known in Ce- 
dar Rapids, and is an active worker for the 
citys interests. 


— 


WILLIAM FINLEY WILSON. 


Wilham finley Wilson, who was famil- 
larly known as Finley by his numerous 
friends, caine to this county in Mareh, 1865. 
ail throughout the remainder of his life 
was recognized as one of its valued and 
useful ciuzens. He was born in Westmure- 
land county, Pennsylvania, on the 1&th of 
Nareh, 1830, and was a son of William 
Wilson, who was also a native of the Key- 
stone state. and was engaged in farming in 
\Westinoreland county for some vears, but 
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mm 1839 removed with lis family to Wasit- 
figton county, Ohio, where he opened up 
a farm, 

Finley Wilson grew to mantligod in that 
county, and assisted his father im the ardu- 
ous task of clearing and improving the farm. 
His educational advantages were somewhat 
inuted. He was married April 15, 1858, 
in Washington county, Ohio, to Miss Lucy 
A. Dunbar, a native of Alassachusetts, which 
stute was also the birthplace of her parents, 
Stephen and Lucy (Cutler) Dunbar. The 
father was born near Nerth .Amberst, in 
$04, and was a son of Josiah Dunbar, also 
# native of Alassachusetts, and a soldier 
of the war of 1812. Ars. Wilson's maternal 
grandfather, Joseph Cutler. also belonged to 
one of the pioneer tamihes of the old Bay 
state. Ider tather, who was a wagonmaker 
by trade, removed to Ohio in 1839, and 
after spending a short time in Alorgan coun- 
tv settled in Washington county, where he 
engaged in the manufacture of wagons ui- 
til conmug to Jowa in 1885. Ife spent hus 
last vears with Mrs. Walson in Linn coun- 
ty. where he died April 2, 1891. at the ripe 
uld age of eighty-seven years. His first wile 
ched an Athens, Oliv, when Alrs. Wilson 
Was quite small, and he subsequently mar- 
red again, 

Mir. and Mrs. Wilson begau their domes- 
fic life on a farm in Washington county, 
Olne, and were residing there when the 
Civil war broke out. In May. 1863, he 
enlisted in the one hundred days’ service, 
becoming a member of Company D, One 
Hundred and TForty-eighth Ohio Regiment. 
His command was sent to City Point, where 
it dul guard duty. protecting a provision 
train. On the expiration of his term of en- 
lisiment Mr. Wilson was honorably dis- 
charged at Marietta, Ohio, in the fall of 
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1863. and returned to his home in Wash- 
ington county. 

It was in the spring of 1865 that he 
re moved with his family to Linn county, 
lowa, and purchased a farm of one hundred 
and thirty-six acres in Brown township, 
one mile east of Springville. There was 
an ald log cabin upon the place, and every- 
thing was ina rather dilapidated condition, 
but he at once commenced its 1mprovement, 
erecting thereon a good house, barn and 
other outbuildings. Subsequently he bought 
another farm at New Linden, one mile east 
of Springville, consisung of eighty acres, 
on which he made lis home during the re- 
He 


erected a pleasant residence upon this place, 


mainder of his active business Ife. 


and mule many other valuable tmprove- 
ments, which added greatly to its beauty 
and worth. In 1&6 he bought residence 
property im Springville, and there lived re- 
tired until lis death, which occurred Octo- 
ber 3, 1898. de had little capital on com- 
ing to this state, and his success was due 
eutirely to his industry, perseverance and 
good management, and the assistance of jis 
esumable wife, who aided and encouraged 
him m-every possible manner. 

Unto this worthy couple were born five 
thildren, namely: Emma, who died at the 
age of seventeen years; Albert D.. who died 
at the age of twelve years; Ella, who died 
at the age of nine; Robert, who married 
Minnie Pollock, and is engaged in farming 
mm Brown township, and they have five chil- 
dren, Cecil, Lee, Edith, Hattie and Anni: 
Hattie R. is the wife of Wilton Pollock, 
a lwether of Mrs. Robert Wilson, who ts 
ulso a farmer of Brown township, and they 
are the parents of seven children, Florintha, 
Thomas, Elma, Luey, Clinton, Edgar and 
Albert. 
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Politically Aly. Wilson was a staunch sup- 
porter of the men and measures of the Re- 
publican party, but he never cared tor the 
honors or emoluments of public office, pre- 
ferring to give his undivided attention to 
his business interests. He was a prominent 
member of the Grand Army Post at Spring- 
ville, im which he Alled all of the offices, 
including that of commander, and beth he 
and lis wife were earnest and consistent 
members of the Presbyterian chureh. She 
takes’ a very active part im its work, is a 
teacher in the Sabbath-schoul, and 1s a mem- 
ber of the Missionary Society. Afr. Wil- 
son was well known in this section of the 
county as a nan of exemplary habits and 
upright character. as well as a public-spivited 
amd progressive citizen, who did all im his 
power to advance the interests of Ins com- 
munity. Since her husband's death Mrs. 
Wilson has had charge of lus business af- 
fairs. and has displayed exceptional ability 
along that line. 


ee 
THOMAS DEVENDORIF. 


Since 1867, a period of litle more than 
a third of a century, Thomas Devendort, 
who is now serving his fourth term as city 
treasurer of Cedar Rapids, has been a resi- 
dent of the city, and one of its most enter- 
prising and representative citizens. He was 
born in Frankfort, New York, .\ugust 25, 
1837, and is the son of Chauney and Re- 
becca (Marshall) Devendorf, the former a 
native of New York, of German descent, 
antl the latter of Connecticut, but of Iengtish 
descent, both however, having 
long been residents of this country. The 
maternal grandfather Marshall was a sol- 


faiilies, 
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ier in the Revolutionary war, serving his 
country faithfully in that struggle resulting 
in the independence of the colonies. He 
lived to a ripe old age. dying when about 
ninety-nine years old. Lhe fanuly has gen- 
erally been a long-lived one: 

For many years Chauney Devendor! was 
engaged in business in 
Irankfort, New York, and was a well- 


the mercantile 
known and prominent citizen of the place. 
A well-educated man, he exerted a good and 
healthy influence in the community. where 
he resided. 
in 1862. 


to Cedar Rapids and made her home here 


He was born in 1806. and died 
After lis death lus widow came 


until she, tou, was called to her final rest. 
she was born in i8t2, and died in 1882. 
Or her tive children, all lived to maturity 
our subject being the eldest. Emily, who 
1s the widew of \. Mann, now makes her 
home in Chicage. 


3 


Marian is the wife ef 
James Clark, and they reside in Chenango 
county, New York. Kudelph was a seuldier 
ma New York regiment during the Civil 
war, Ile was taken prisoner and died im 
Andersonville ptison, where so many of the 
brave delenders of the Union gave up their 
lives. Prank, who made his home in Cedar 
Rapids, died in Florida. All the ehildreu 
received an acadentic education in their na- 
tive state. 

Vhe subject of this sketch grew to ian 
hdal a his native state and remained at 
home with his parents until he attained Jiis 
After leaving the public schools 
he entered the store of his tather. and after 


Maporily. 


associated with 
After the death of Jus fa- 
ther he eantinued the business himsel{ with 


he leeame of age he was 


luim in usiness. 


very good success until his removal west. 
While still a resident of New York, in May, 
1861, he was united in marriage with Miss 
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Rebecca Crosby, who was also a native of 
New York, lor in (842. By this union 
two children were born. Ella married A. 
C. Phelps and with him went to Michigan, 
where she died im 1890, leaving two chil- 
Nelhe married 
Richmond Smith, and they made their home 
in Cedar kapids. She alsu died in 1&go, 
leaving one daughter, who also bears the 


dren, IKuth and Thomas. 


name of Nellie, and who makes her home 
With our subject. 

In 1867 Mr. Devendorf came to Cedar 
Rapids, which has since been his home. On’ 
his arrival here he formed a partnership 
with \inasa Manu, and under the firm nanie 
of Devendort & Mann engaged in the dry 
goods trade, the partnership being contin- 
ued fora period of twenry vears with marked 
success. They built up an excellenr trade, 
carrying a Tull line of goods, and drawing 
In 1887 
Mr. Devendorf sald his interest to lis part- 


custam) for many mules around. 


ner, Whe conrimued the business for a time 
and then sold ont. 

While Air. Devendurf has given the 
greater part ot lis time to Ins Insiness in- 
lerests, he has not altogether neglected 
pitbhie affairs, and has ever been willing to 
Jend his influence to any and every enter- 
prise tor the good of his adapted city. For 
twelve years he was identified with the pub- 
lic schools, and was president of the board 
of education of the city for several years. 
During this period the schuolgs of the city 
made commendable progress, and several 
The time 
given to the public schools he considers well 
spent. 


school buildings were erected. 


In 18g6 he was elected city treas- 
urer, and he has been twice re-elected. and 
5 serving the people to their entire satisfac- 
tion. 

As a Republican, Mr. Devendort has 
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Heett a2 worker for the success of the party, 
heing a staneh advocate of its principles, 
whieh he believes to be for the hest interest 
of the people. He has never been an asp i- 
rant fur office, preferring to give lis ume 
to his private affairs, and what influence 
he possessed ina political way to Ins friends. 
He is a member of the Commercial Club 
of the city, organized for the purpose of 
promoting the commercial interests of the 
place. While formerly a member of the 
Masonic order, he does not at present take 
an active part in its work, although believ- 
ing in its principles. 

When Alr. Devendorf came to Cedar 
Rapids. in 1867, he found a little city of 
less than five thousand inhabitants. THe has 
seen it grow until it has become the fourth 
city in the state in point of population, and 
secund to none in the way ot public and 
In the accomplish- 
ment af all this he has borne his part, and 
lie 1s recognize as one of the leading citi- 


private muprovements. 


zens of the city and county, with many 
Friends throughout city, county and. state. 





FREDERICK HOFFMAN. 


Ter over forty vears 'rederick Hoffman 
has Veen actively identified with the agri- 
cultural and cominercial interests of Linn 
county, and is now successfully engaged in 
the grain business at Walker. He was born 
in Bavaria, Germany, and is a son of George 
and Margaret Hoffman, who spent their 
entire lives in that province. the mother dy- 
Ing when our subject was only three years 
and a half old. He attended the public 
schools of his native land until thirteen 
years. of age, and then assisted his father, 
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who was engaged in the manufacture of 
linen and cotton goods. 

At eighteen vears of age Mr. Hottman 
emigrated to America, taking passage on a 
sailing vessel at Bremen, which was thirty- 
four days in crossing the Atlantic. On 
landing in New York he proceeded imme- 
diately to Buffalo, where he was variously 
employed for a time, and then went to Cat- 
taraugus county, New York, where he 
learned the shoemaker’s trade, secon becom- 
ing a proficient and skilled workman. Many 
of the boots and shoes that he made were 
worn in the White House at that time, and 
by the leading families of the country, while 
some pairs went from New York city round 
the Horn to San Francisco. 

During his stay of ten years in Catta- 
raugus county, New York, Mr. Hoffman 
was married in 1857 to Miss Sylvia Bauin- 
eardner, who was also a native of Bavaria, 
Germany, and came to the United States 
about 1834, locating in that county. By 
this union were born ten children, all of 
whom are living at the present time, name- 
ly: Mary, who is married and lives with our 
subject; Frank, who wedded Sadie Chani- 
bers and resides at Troy Mills, Linn county; 
Jane, wife of Gilbert Crossland, of the state 
of Washington; Ella, wife of Wilham 
Spade, of Buchanan county, lowa; James, 
who married Minnie Spencer and lives in 
Grant township. Linn county; Susan, wife 
of J. S. Archibald, of Colorado; Robert 1)., 
who resides at home and is engaged in 
business with his father; and Fred, who mar- 
ried Della Gowins and lives on the old home- 
stead in.Grant-township. The mother of 
these children died in January, 1891. 

In May, 1860, Mr. Hoffman came to, 
Linn county, Iowa, and worked at his trade 
in Marion until January, 1861, when he 
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purchased an eighty-acre tract of wild land 
in Grant township, and at once turned his 
attention to agricultural pursuits. He sub- 
sequently bought another tract of sinular 
size, and placed the entire amount under 
cultivation. Later he purchased a partially 
improved farm of two luindred and twenty 
acres, and continued buying aud selling un- 
til 1900, Owning at one time about eight 
hundred acres. He still has in his posses- 
sion about four hundred acres, but is not 
actively engaged in farming at the: present 
time. In 1873 he formed a partnership with 
Charles Gitehell, ene af the early settlers 
of Walker, and they embarked in the vrain, 
stock and lumber business at that place, car- 
ryitg on the same together for about ten 
years, when the partnership was dtssolved, 
Mr. Gitchell taking the lumber departinent, 
and our subject the grain Tmsiness, which 
In the fall of 1900 he 
bunt an elevator near the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad 
Walker, with a capacity of twenty-five thou- 


he still conducts. 
fracks at 


sand bushels, and is now doing a large and 
prosperous business. 

In polities Mr. Hoffman is an ardent 
Demverat, and in his seeial relations is a 
member of the Masonic lodge at Walker, 
of which he has been treasurer for the past 
three vears. He eminently deserves elassi- 
Acation among the purely self-made men of 
this county, having commenced life im the 
new world without capital, as he spent his 
last mekel within a week alter landing in 
this country, and was thus dependent upon 
lus own resources for a liveliheod, He has 
steadily overcume the wbstacles in the path 
to success Ly his perseverance, industry and 
good management, and ts ta-day one of the 
well-to-do and = prasperous ciuizens of his 
conmiunity, 


HENRY FAIRCHILD. 


Among the prominent and worthy citi- 
zens of Grant township whose lives are de- 
voted to agriculture and the farming inter- 
ests of the county is the subject of this 
biography, whose home is on section 11. 
He was born in Champaign county, Ohio, 
on the 6th of September, 1&51. a son of 
J. H. and Sarah (Ellis) Fairehild, both of 
whom were natives of the same state and 
are now living in Cuggon. Linn county; 
Jowa. They came to this county with their 
family i T8355, and the father purchased 
tour hundred acres of land in Spring Grove 
township, two hundred and fifty acres of 
which He at 
once culmmenced to improve and cultivate 
his land. 


was cOvered with tiumnber. 


Henry Pairehild was reared in Spring 
Grove township, and pursued his education 
In its district schoois until nineteen years 
of age. He remained under the parental 
root until he attaines| his majority, giving 
On the 
20th of Alarch, 1&0. le was united in mar- 
nage with a Miss \Watten, a daughter of 
J. H. and Maria (Cunningham) Walton, 
narives of Canada and Ohio. respectively. 
Her family were among the pioneer settlers 
of Spring Grove township, this county, 
where the father first purchased eighty acres 
af wild land, and iater bought a_ timber 
tract of forty acres. He filled the office of 
justice ot the peace for a number of years, 
and both he and his wife held membership 
mm the Methodist Episcopal church. His 
death occurred in 8&3, and she passed away 
the following year. 

Unte Afr. and Mrs. Fairchild were born 
thirteen children, as follows: Lena, now 
the wife of Fred Van Tassel, a farmer of 


hs tather the benetit of lis labars. 
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Buchanan commy, Towa; John, who married 
Julia Hudson, and is engaged in farming in 
Grane township. Linn county; Edward, who 
married Nellie Hudson. and also lives in 
Grant township; Sarah. wife of Louis EHud- 
son. a farmer of the same township; Re- 
becea, wife of William Horak, a tarmer ut 
Grant township; .\gnes, Clarence, Matilda, 
Emma, Blanche and Jennie. all at home; 
Fred. who died in infancy; and Ross, at 
home. | 

After his marriage Mr. Fatrel-dd was 
enguged in farming in Spring Grove town- 
ship until 18g2. when he purchased an im- 
proved farm of one hundred and thirty-hve 
acres on section 2. Grant township. conven- 
iently located two miles east of Walker. 
He has since added to this property and 
now has three hundred and twenty acres 
on sections 2 and ti. Grant township, all 
of which is well improved and under a lngh 
stute af cultivation, In connection with 
general farming Mr. Fairelild also devotes 
considerable attention to the raising of stock, 
and in his undertakings ts meeting with 
well-deserved success. 

Asa Republican he takes quite an active 
and influential parr in local polities, and im 
January, 1895, was elected superviser of his 
township, which office he ereditably filled 
unhil January, 1901. 
of the school board. and takes an active 


He is now a member 


interest in all enterprises caleulated to ad- 
vince the weltare ot lus tawnslip or cout: 
ty. Traternally he is a member of the Camp 
of Modern Woodmen at \Walker. 


a 
CEORGE L.. DURAO, 


Among the public-spirited and leading 
citizens of Springville is numbered the sub- 
ject of tis review, who was one at the de- 
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fenders of the Union during the dark days 
of the Civil war. He was born in the vil- 
lage of Old Deer, Aberdeenshire. Scotland, 
June 9, 1838, and was one of a family ot 
seven children, five sons and two daughters, 
whose parents were William and Jane L. 
Durno, also natives of Aberdeenshire. hit 
1840 the father, with several of his broth- 
ers, emigrated to America and settled at 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where as con- 
tractors they assisted in building the ald 
Portage Railroad, which was the first rai- 
road built in that state. After spending 
six years at that place William Durno re- 
moved to Winnehago county, Hlinois, and 
entered two hundred acres of land near the 
present city of Rockford, which he nuproved 
with the assistance of his sons. He was 
one of the first settlers in that locality. and 
the region round about was an almost un- 
broken wilderness. Relig.ously he was an 
active and faithiul member of the Laptist 
church, and served as deacon for over forty 
years. He died October 17, 1879, and his 
wife passed away April 7, 18ST. bo th being 
laid to rest in the Rockford cemetery. 
George L. Durno grew to manhood on 
the old heme farm and attended the coun- 
try schools of the neighborhorl, though Ins 
educational privileges were rather lintel. 
In 1858 he came to Iowa. and was residing 
“1 this state on the inauguration of the 
Civil war. In July, 1861, he enlisted at 
Postville, Iowa, in Company C. Tweltth 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry. as a private, but 
was elected corporal on the organization ot 
the company. The regiment was lormerl 
at Dubuque, and assigned ty the Army ot 
the Cumberland. They were first ordered 
io St. Lonis, and later participate! in the 
hattles of Fort Henry. Fort Doneisen, Slt 
lah (at which hatte hos brether Willam 


was lulled), and Corinth. Mr. Durno then 
returned home on a sick furlough, and be- 
ing disabled for further duty he was hon- 
orably discharged in January, 1863, at St. 
Lous. Although he had previously been 
ill, he had never been in the hospital as a 
patient, but did held hospital duty for some 
time, taking care of the wounded: directly 
atter the battles. 

At Dubuque. Iowa, Mr. Durne was mar- 
ried December 25, 1860, to Miss Elizabeth 
AM. Christman, a daughter of Peter and 
Margaret Christinan. Her father was a na- 
tive of France, and on his emigration to the 
United States first located in Pennsylvania. 
but in 1838 removed to Dubuque. where he 
followed his trade of millwright for sev- 
He died in that city in 1852, 
sixty-four vears. and his wife passed 


¢ral vears. 
aged 
away it Pkgo, at the advanced age of ninety 
Cnto Mr. and Mrs. Durno were 
born five children, as follaws: Charles A. 
Whe now holds a position in the government 
printing office at Washington, D. C.; Will- 
iain E., whe is connected with the Chicago 
News: Sarah, wile of Arthur Wilson, who 
is engaged in the hardware business in Mar- 
ble Rock, lowa; Edwin P., who holds a 
business position in Dubuque. Iowa; and 
Gertrude EE.) wife of Adelbert W. Starbuck. 
a dentist by profession, who is now a dem- 
onstrator in the State University at Iowa 
City. All of the children are graduates of 
the schasls of Springville. 


years. 


After his marriage Mr, Durno lived on 
the old homestead farm in Winnebago coun- 
tv, JMinois, until r870, when he came to 
Springville. lowa, and here engaged in mer- 
chandising for about fifteen vears. During 
President Grant's administration he was 
appomted postmaster of the village in 1872, 
aid so acceptably did he All the office that 
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lie was reappointed a number of times, sery- 
ing in all about sixteen years. Ie was one 
of the organizers of corporation of 
Springville, and was elected and served as 
the first inayor of the town. and filled that 
otiice for two consecutive terms. He has 
also been a member of the school board 
several years; has served as township trus- 
fee, aud is now serving his ninth year ay 
justice of the peace. In whatever position 
he has been caled upon to All he has proved 
a faithful and elficient officer, and has 
won the approval of all concerned. From 
September 1, 1887, to April 18. 1882, he 
was editor and publisher of the Springville 
New Era. He shipped the first car-load of 
flour and apples that ever came into the 
town; also made the first lawn and owned 
the frst Jlawn-movwer,. 


the 


Alr. Durno is a stanch supporter of the 
Republican party, and has been a delegate 
tu various county, congressional and state 
conventions. Fraternally he is a Mason, 
belonging to the blue lodge of Springville, 
No. 139, the R. A. M.. Chapter No. 10, 
and the Patmos Commandery of Marion, 
aud is also a inember of William Carbee 
Post, No. 270, G. A. k., while religiously 
both he and his wife hold membership in 
the Springville Methodist Episcopal church. 
She takes a very active part in church work, 
and has been president of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society for fourteen veurs. 


aie | 
NORMAN FE. CLARK. 


The agricultural interests of Franklin 
township are well represented in the sub- 
ject of this sketch, who is accounted one 
of the most progressive farmers and stock 





NORMAN E. CLARK. 
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raisers in ls locality, lus home being on 
section O. 
born on the Dennis Tryon farm, near Ala- 
rion, August 14, 1856. a son of Luther and 
Frances M. (Willhite) Clark, whose sketeh 
appears on another page ot this work. The 
father died very suddenly on the old home- 
stead December 8, r899, and was buried in 
Mi. Vernon. Our subject's paternal grand- 
iather, Oliver Clark, Sr,, also died very sud- 
denly, on his farm in this county, January 
13. 187i, and Ins wife departed tls lite 


A native of Linn county, he was 


January 13. T88r, Just ten years later to 
the dav and hour. The mother of our sul- 
ject was born in Madison county. Virgina, 
February 29. 1832. and is a daughter of 
Samuel and Juda (Rush) Willlite, also na- 
tives of the Qld Dominion, where her mother 
died in the fall of 1834. The father then 
removed with his family to Preble county, 
Ohio. and made his home near I:aton for a 
number of vears, but in t&852 came to Linn 
county, Towa. .\fter living for some tine 
ona farm in Franklin township he removed 
to Mr. Vernon, where he engaged in the 
cooperage business. [Te was visiting at the 
home of aur subject when he was taken sick 
and died April 15. 188s. He had four chil- 
dren. namely: John, a resident of Sacra- 
menta, California, who first married Electa 
Manstield, and second Mrs. Margaret Lyons, 
hoth now deceased: Jane. who died at the 
age of twenty vears: Sarah, wite of Marshall 
Ledford, of Mt. Vernon, and had six chil- 
dren. four of whom are deceased, the others 
being MM. Huston, and John W.. who is an 
aticial on the Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad ; 
anid Frances M., mother of our subject. 
Nerman E. Clark is the oldest in a famiy 
of three children, the others being Huldah 
J.. who was born in a log house on the home 
farm. and lives with our subject; and Min- 





wie M., wife of Arthur Collins, who resides 
ane mile west of our subject in lranklin 
township. They have two children, Ilazel 
B. and Mildred A. 

Mr. Clark was only two years old when 
his parents removed with their family to 
Franklin township, Iowa, and on the old 
homestead there he grew to manhvod, his 
education being acquired in the Sumner dis- 
trict schools. -\{ter leaving school at the age 
of twenty he commenced devoting his en- 
tire time and attention to the work of the 
home farm, and since his father’s death has 
had entire charge of the same. In its man- 
agement he has shown that he is a thorough 
and skillful farmer and a man of gond busi- 
ness and executive ability. 

Mr. Clark is also a man of great courage 
and unusual energy, and possesses more than 
ordinary pluck and physical strength, which 
characteristics were brought into play very 
forcibly in an accident which happened to 
him recently. On the evening of February 
5. 1901, he had started to feed his cattle 
when he was attacked by a bull that had 
suddenly become mad with rage. iefore he 
was aware of it the infuriated animal was 
upon him, knocking hin down upon the 
frozen ground. He grabbed the animal by 
the nose and one horn, and there then took 
place a battle more terrible than any clé- 
scribed in the arena scenes of Quo Vadis. 
At one time he was carried on the head of 
the animal round the hay rick in the lot. 
His vells and the roars of the mad beast 
were heard by the neighboring farmers, who 
divined what was taking place and rushed 
to the rescue. but all were afraid to venture 
“nto the lot. Mr. Clark was tossed up in the 
air and then thrown to the ground. .\II the 
while the animal was trying to pierce im 
with its horns, but here Mr. Clark's strength 
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was most valuable. He was gored through 
the arms, hand and chest. In facet there 
was hardly a place on his body that 
Finally the beast threw 
autidl 


was not marked. 
him upon the ground 
pianted its massive head in his back. crush- 
ing Ins chest and ribs. Being near the fence, 
Myr. Clark released himself from the animal 
and sprang over, while his neighbors, Jona- 
than Dunean and his two sons, Frank and 
Bert, and Frank Watson, tried to heat the 
animal off. Tle was taken to the louse and 
tor tour days hung between life and death, 
but his nerve and wonderful constitution 
pulled him through, although the bones of 
his chest and ribs were twisted inte an in- 


face down 


deseribable shape. Six weeks after the ae- 
cident, however, he was able te walk to 
town, a distance of two and a half miles, 
Where he had the bandages removed liv Dr. 
Carson, of Afr. Vernon. Possibly no other 
man in the county or state could have gone 
through such an awful experience and lived 
to tell the tale. In polities he is a Demo- 
crat. but has never cared for official honors. 
He is held in the highest esteem by a iarge 
circle of friends and 
merits their regard. 


neighbers, and well 


HENRY KIATBALL. 


Por the past nine years the subject of 
this sketch has lived a retired life. but prev- 
ious to“tlis time he was engaged in farming 
In Brown township for a number of years. 
He was hori on the 60h of April, 1822. in 
sulltvaat county, New York. and is a son of 
George 1). Kimball, who was born in Orange 
county. N.Y. and grandson of Levi Kim- 
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ball, a uative ot Connecticut. In early man- 
hood the father was married in Rockland, 
Sullivan county, New York, to Miss Fliza- 
beth Hitt, a native of that state. He en- 
gaged im tarming and also owned and ope- 
rated a sawimill on the headwaters of the 
Delaware river. He died on the old home 
farm in Sullivan county, having survived 
lis wite a few vears. They were the parents 
of eleven children, two sons and nine daugh- 
ters, all of whom reached maturity and mar- 
ried. Those still living are Henry, our sub- 
ject; Levi, a banker, of Wakefield, Ne- 
braska; Deborah Ann, wife of Jienry Horn- 
beck, of Illinois; Abigail, wife of Clinton 
Wilson, of Rockland, New York; Louisa, 
wife of Wilham I]. Young, ef Liberty, Sulli- 
van county New York; Mrs. Antoinette 
Apley and Mrs. Ellen Cachran, both resi- 
dents ot Rockland. 

During his boyhood and voutii Henry 
Kimball worked on the home farm and in 
the lumber woods, and his early school priv- 
ileges were necessarily limited, so that he is 
almost wholly seli-educated since reaching 
years of maturitv. He was engage in lum- 
bering for several years, and ran a large 
number of rafts down the Delaware river. 

On the 15th of July, 1847, in Greene 
county, New York, Afr. Kimball was united 
in marriage with Miss Lavina Laraway, a 
native Of that county, and they began their 
domestic life on a farm near the old home- 
stead. In connection with its operation he 
continued Jumbering until 1865. when he 
removed to Clayton county, Iowa, and fol- 
lowed farming there for three years. There 
lus wite died in 1865, leaving two children 
who are still living: Albert L., a resident ot 
St. Paul, Minnesota; and Alice. wife of 
Harry Clark, of Walford, Benton county, 
Towa. The children born of this union wito 
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are deceased were Louisa, who married Cor- 
win Stickney and died in Springville; Cath- 
erine, who died when a young lady ; George 
W., who died after reaching manhood; and 
Fannie, who died when a young lady. 

In 1868 Mr. Kimball came to Linn coun- 
ty and purchased a farm in Marion town- 
ship, which he operated about two years, 
and then broke up house keeping, tus sister 
Catherine, who was his housekeeper, having 
died in that township, March 1, 1868. With 
his two smaller children he returned to Clay- 
ton county, where -he helped his brother in 
The fol- 
lowing fall he again came to [Linn coynty 


an elevator during the summer. 


and rented a farm near Springyilie. 

Mr. Kimball was again married in 
Marion, November 16, 1871, second 
union being with Mrs. Enma Bartley, a 


lis 
native of Susquehanna county. Pennsyl- 
vania. Her father, John Duniap, was born 
nn New York, 
sylvania to Lydia Maria Peck, who belonged 
to an old Connecticut family. In 1845 they 
removed to Whiteside county, Illinois, and 
located o1 a farm near Sterling, where Mr. 
Dunlap died the following vear. His widow 
subsequently married John Tetty, of Ster- 
ling, and in #835 they came to Linn county, 
Towa. 


and was merried in Penn- 


She spent the last vears of her life 
with Mrs. Kimball in this county and died 
here in 1877. Here Mrs. Kimball was first 
married in 1859 to Rebert C. Bartley, who 
came to this state fram Crawfordsville, In- 
diana, and they beean their domestic lite 
Ona farm in Brown township, which Mr. 
Bartley brake, fenced and improved. In 
August, I863. he enlisted in Company H, 
Twenty-fourth lowa Volunteer Infantry, of 
Which he was elected sergeant. Tle was 
taken ill soon after entering the army and 
died on a hospital boat while on bis way 
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home, January 27, 1864. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Bartley were born three cluldren, of 
whom James Henry died in 1895. at the 
age of thirty-three years. Those living are 
Charles H. and Robert C., who are now 
living on a ranch at Joilet, Montana. By 
lis second marriage Mr. Kamball has two 
daughters: Nettie, wife of William H. 
Armstrong, who is now operating the Nim- 
ball farm; and Myrtle H., wife of Harry 
Butcher, of Linn Grove. 

After his second marriage Mr. Kimball 
lived on the Bartley farm of one hiundrec 
and twenty acres in Brown township, which 
he purchased of the heirs, and to which he 
He re- 
modeled the house, built a good barn and 
other outbuildings, and made many other 
improvements upon the place. Im connection 


subsequently added forty acres. 


with general farming he also engaged in 
dairying and stock raising with good suc- 
cess until 1892, when he rented his tarm 
and purchased property in Springville, where 
he has since lived a retired life, enjoying’ 
a well-earned rest. 

Originally Mr. Kimball was a Wlug 
in politics, but has been a stanch supporter 
of the Republican party since its organiza- 
tion. He served as road supervisor tor 
three years, but has never sought political 
preferment, though he has always taken a 
deep interest in public affairs, as every true 
American citizen should. Mrs. Nimball ts 
an active and earnest member of the Pres- 
byterian chureh, and both are held in lugh 
regard by all who know them. 





ELMER E. RICHARDS. 


The subject of this sketch 1s the pro- 
prietor of the Western Poultry Journal 
published at Cedar Rapids, his wince being 


578 BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


located in the Granby block. He is a native 
of Linn county, born June 9, 1866, and is a 
son of D. H. and Sarah C. (Leverich) 
Richards, the former of Welsh and tire latter 
of English descent. The father was born 
In New York in 1839, but the mother’s birth 
occurred at Cedar Rapids, in 1847. her 
parents being among the pioneer settlers of 
this county. In 1855 1. H. Richards came 
to Cedar Rapids. and was in the employ of 
the leading old merchants of this city for 
soie years. and for twenty vears was en- 
gaged in the grocery business on his own 
account. heing thus emploved at the time of 
lis death. which oceurred in 1894. He 
owned residence property on the west side 
where he made his home. Jn polities he was 
a Republican and was an active worker in 
political cireles, serving .as alderman of the 
Fourth ward ior eight vears. He was a 
charter member of the Odd Fellows Lodge. 
No. 141, and filled all the offices in the 
saine. Religiously he was for over thirty 
years a member of the First Presbyterian 
church, of Cedar Rapids, with whieh his 
wife was also connected. Unto them were 
bern etght children, namely: Elmer E.. our 
subject. Alice B.. wife of George Redmond: 
Edith, whe married W. EE. Denny and died 
i Ceclar Rapids; Eugene F.. a resident of 
that citv: Carrie M., wife of C. L. Doolittle. 
of Cedar Rapids; Charles C. and Leon G., 
Who are also living in this ciry. 

Eimer FE. Richards attended the public 
schools of Cedar Rapids until about sixteen 
years of age. and then aided his father jn 
the store until the latter’s death, when the 
property was sold. Te has since engaged 
in lis present business, having organized the 
paper nown as the Western Poultry Tournel 
in 1893, and since 1894 has devoted his 
entire time and attention to it. He has 
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built up the circulation until it new amounts 
to ten thousand in the Uuited States and it 
also has an extensive foreign circulation. 
In this enterprise he has been uniformly 
successful, being a man of good business 
and executive ability, of keen discrimination 
and sound judgment. 

In 1886, Mr. Richards married Miss 
Iva \. Chandler, who died in 1804, at the 
ave of thirty-one vears, leaving three chil- 
dren, Helen, Gladys and D. H. He was 
again married in Tgor. his second union. be- 
ing with Miss Myrtle G. Eddy, who was 
born in Dixon, Tlinois, in 1875. By his 
ballot Mr. Richards supports the men and 
measures Of the Republican party. but takes 
no active part in politics aside from voting. 
Fraternally he is a member of Maine Lodge, 
No. 643. . O. O. F., and Star of Main 
Lodge, No. 122, D. of R., and has held office 


in the saine. 
———— i 


ISAAC RNASE 


Isaac Nash, a veteran of two wars and 
ane of the honored citizens of Springville. 
has made his permanent home in this county 
since 1867, and until within the last five 
years was actively identified with its agri- 
cultural and industrial interests, bat has now 
laid aside all lusiness cares to spend the re- 
mainder of his life in ease and quiet. He 
was horu-in Coles county, Hiinois, January 
J. 1829, a son of William and Martha (Me- 
Cune) Nash. The father was born and 
reared in Tennessee, and when a voting man 
went to Indiana, where he was married. 
Later he removed to IWinois, becoming one 
of the first settlers of Coles county, where he 
Opened up a farm. There he died in 1835, 
ad his wife passed away some three mouths 
prior to his death. 
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Our subject was thus lett an orphan at 
the render age of Six years, and was early 
forced to earn to his own livelihood. He 
therefore had very little opportunity fo at- 
tend school. His beyhood was spent partly 
upon a farm and partly in town. He went 
to Jacksonville, Morgan county, Tliniois, 
where he learned the brick mason’s trade, 
and followed that occupation tntil he entered 
the army during the Mexican war, enlisting 
in July, 1847, under General Zachary ‘Tay- 
lor. lle twolk part im some engagements 
and remained in the service until the close 
of the war. 

After his return to Morgan county, Dli- 
nois, Mr. Nash was married, April 15, 1859, 
to Miss Alary A. Berry, a native of Ken- 
tucky, and a daughter of John Gerry, who 
wis also burn in that state and removed with 
his family to Morgan county, Ilmois, dur- 
ing Mrs. Nash's childhood. By this union 
Mrs. Alice 
Sigired, a widow, now residing in Marton, 
lowa; Emma, at home with her parents; 
Charles F., a farmer and stock dealer of 
Marion township; John E. and Wilham E., 
twins, who are now engaged in business in 
Lincoln, Nebraska; and Lucy, wife of Nor- 
man G. Clark, a druggist of Parkersburg, 
Butler county, Iowa. 

When the Civil war broke out Mr. Nash 
again enteresl the service of lis country, en- 
sting on the 12th of August, 1861, in Com- 
pany K, Twenty-seventh [linois Volunteer 
Infantry, Which at ditferent times was con- 
nected with the armies of the Mississippi, 
Cumberland and Tennesse. 


were born six eluldren, namely : 


The regnnent 
was first ordered to Cairo, Lllingis, and sub- 
sequently took part in the engagements at 
Belmont, Missouri, and Union City, Ten- 
nessee. They served as an escort to Com- 
modore Foote’s feet down the Ohio and 
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Mississippi rivers, and participated in the 
battle at Island No. 10. They next drop- 
ped down the river to a point near Tort 
Pillow, and from there went to Sluloh to 
reinforce General Grant. Thev were in the 
battles of Laverne, Stone River and Chick- 
amauga. At the last named place Mr, Nash 
was wounded in the left shoulder hy a piece 
oi ‘shell, and was disabled for two weeks. 
He next participated in the battle of Mis- 
sionary Ridge, and from there marched with 
his command to Knoxville to relieve Gen- 
eral Burnside. 
Loudon, Tennessee. doing guard duty, and 
in the spring joined General Sherman in the 


They spent the winter at 


Atlanta campaign, during which they were 
under fire nearly every day. They were m 
the battles of Resaca, New Hope Church, 
Mud Run and Kenesaw Mountain, where 
Mr. Nash was again wounded by a gunshot 
through the left knee, which permanently 
disabled him for further duty. He had en- 
tered the service aS private, but was later 
promoted to corporal, and after the battle 
of Belmont, Missouri, was made sergeant. 
Subsequently he was commissioned second 
lieutenant for bravery at Stone River, and 
at Kenesaw Mountain was promoted to 
first lieutenant. He had command of his 
company during the last year of lus service. 
After being wounded at Kenesaw Mountain, 
June 27, 1864, he was in the hospital at 
Lookout Mountain until September, when 
he was sent home, and was honorally dis- 
charged at Springheld, Illinois. 

For some years Mr. Nash resided im 
Morgan county, that state, and worked at 
his trade in Jacksonville and other towns, 
but in 1867 he came to Linn county, lowa, 
and located on a farm in Marion township. 
Aiter planting his crops he would work at 
his trade in Marion and Cedar Rapids, being 
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thtis employed for a number oF years on 
many of the public buildings of those cities. 
Later he purchased a farm of one lundred 
and ten acres in Brown township, ove hilt 
mule trom Springville, and took up his resi- 
dence therean in 188o. 
inent and cultivation of that place he devoted 
his energies for fifteen years, and also en- 
gauged in stoek raising and the dairy busi- 
Renting his farm in 1&g6. he re- 


To the inpreve- 


ess. 
moved to Springville and has since lived a 
reured lite. He has enlarged and remad- 
eled his home, and has a very comfortable 
heme. Commencing life as a poor bor, he 
deserves great credit for the success he has 
achieved. By his own unaided industry. 
enterprise and good management he has ac- 
quired a comfortable competence, ainl has 
won for himselt an honored name bv his 
straightiorward course. 

On attaining his majority Mr. Nash be- 
came identihed with the Whig party. and 
cast his first presidential ballot for Zachary 
Tavlor. Later he voted for General Scott, 
and in 1856 supported John C. Fremont. 


He 


since affliated with that party, and has 


the first Republican candidate. has 
never mussed a presidential election except 
when away from home in 1872. He has 
taken an active part in local polities and was 
a member of the central committee of his 
townslup for several years, but has never 
eared for ofheial honors, though he was a 
member of the school hoard for some time 
while on the farm. He has been connected 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows since November, 1850, and is a charter 
member of the lodge in Marion, of whieh 
he i8 past grand and which he has repre- 
sented in the grand lodge of the state. He 
is alsQ a promunent member of the Grand 
Army Post at Springville, of which he is 
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past commander. He has heen a delegate 
to state encampments, and has also attended 
eneaimpimnents. His wife 
and daughter are members of the Methodist 
i-piscopal chureh, and while not connected 
with any religious organization he attends 
chureh with them and gives of lis means 
to its support. He assisted in organizing 
the Linn County Veteran Association and 
also the Old Settlers’ Association, whose 
THe is well 
known throughout the county and: uni- 


several national 


meetings he always attends. 


versally respected anc esieemedt. 


GHARLES A. LAURANCE, 


The art of publication has revolutionized 
the world—has hrought civilization to the 
globe. banished ignor- 
annihilated barbarism. 


dark corners of the 
ance aud practically 
Knowledge is power, says the old proverb, 
and knowledge has been brought to hu- 
manity mostly through publication. The 
business of printing and publishing has be- 
come one of the leading industries of the 
world and with it Charles A. Laurance 1s 
prominently connected as president of the 
Laurance Press Company, of Cedar Rapids. 

He was born near Rochester, New York, 
October 28. 1855, and is a son of Alexander 
and Itliza (Skinner) Laurance. The former, 
who was familiarly known as Father Laur- 
ance to the majority of the people of this 
county, was born in New Deer Parish, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland. on the 30th of 
September, 1811. It was the desire of his 
iather to educate him for the ministry, but 
awing to the death of the former the son 
was obliged to leave schoo} at the age of 
thirteen vears and was apprenticed to John 
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Bruce. a Wwagonmaker at Strichan, his earn- 
ings guing to the support of the fanly. 
Aiter learning the trade Mr. Laurance con- 
tied to work for Mr. Bruce and Ins sue- 
cessor. and at LBruckley Castle, until Au- 
gust 17, 1933, when he emigrated to Amer- 
ica. He arrived in Quebec, Canada, on the 
ist of October, and remained there until] 
1838. when he went to St. Johnsbury, Ver- 
mont. .\fter spending a short time there he 
remove to Geneseo, Livingston county, 
New York, and a year later took up his 
residence in York, the same county, where he 
worked at lis trade until 
compelled his retirement from that oceupa- 
tion in 1846. From that tune until] 1860 
he was identified with public affairs as a 
county official, serving as sheriff. constable, 


failing health 


collectur of taxes, and then being appyinted 
to the position of deputy Uited States mar- 
shal. In October, 1860, Aly. Laurance came 
to Cedar Rapids. and from T&862 until 1897 
was almost continuously in public office here, 
In 1862 he was elected city marshal, which 
Pusition he held until 1871; was county 
coroner from 1868 to 18g0; and for twenty 
years was township trustee, assessor four 
vears: and deputy United States marshal 
two years. Tle retired from public life in 
1897. when his sight failed him. 

On the 3d of May, 1838, at Argyle. 
Washington county, New York, was cele- 
brated the marriage of Alexander Laurance 
and [liza Skinner, a native of ‘that state. 
Who died in 1867. Unto them were born 
elelt children, of whom four are still living, 
namely: George A., Archibald S.. Charles 
A. and Anna J., all well-known citizens of 
Cedar Rapids. During his last years the 
daughter devoted her life to the care of her 


father, showing a devotion that is rarely 
seen. 


Before Jeaving his native land Mr. 
Laurance was inducted inte the mysteries 
of the Masonic order, August 14. (832, asa 
member of Fraser Lodge, Strichan, Scot~ 
land, which was organized as an operative 
body, but later speculative Masons were ad- 
mitted as members. It was one of the iew 
operative bodies then in existence. \Vhen 
Mr. Laurance came to America opposition 
to the order had become # political issite, 
and in some sections of the country ignor- 
ance and prejudice had made known mem- 
bership in the Masonic order a source ot 
danger, but the storm soon subsided, how- 
ever, and Masonry, stronger than ever, was 
Laurance did not 
avail himself of the privileges of the order 
until he settled in Cedar Rapids, where, 
uuder the mastership of the late A. R. Wess, 
he was admitted as a member of Crescent 
Lodge, No. 25, of which body he was ever 
In fact. Tew 
members of any society have been horiored 
as he was recognized by Crescent Lodge, 
which on the r4th of August each year tor 
several years appropriately celebrated rhe 
aniversary of his initiation into the order. 
He died at his residence, S18 Seventh av- 
enue, February 9, 1901, and was laid to 
rest with Masonic honors in Oak Hill cem- 
Jn daily life and action he was ever 
genial and affable. He enjoyed the popu- 
larity which comes to those generous spirits 
who have a hearty shake of the hand for 
all of these with whom they come in con- 
tact from day to day, and who seem to 
throw around them in consequence so much 
of the sunshine of life. 

Charles A. Laurance was only five vears 
old when he accompanied his parents on 
their removal to Cedar Rapids, and in the 
public schools of this city he acquired his 


again triumphant. Afr. 


afterward an honored member. 


etery. 
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education. After leaving the high school 
he served an apprenticeship to the printer’s 
trace in the office of the old Weekly Times, 
where he remained eighteen years, being su- 
perintendent of the office the last six years. 
In 1888 he embarked in the printing busi- 
ness on his own account as a member of 
the firm of Laurance & Carr, which was 
changed to a stock company in 1896, known 
as the Laurance Press Company, and he has 
since been president of the same. They do 
all kinds of job printing and book-binding, 
confining their operations mainly to Iowa, 
though they publish the Russell Railroad 
Guide, which is universally tised all over 
the western states. Under the able man- 
agement of our subject the business has 
steadily prospered and now ranks among 
the leacling enterprises of the city. 

Mr. Laurance was married, October 18, 
1883, to Miss Jennie C. Price, of Cedar 
Rapids, a daughter of Ik. G. Price, one of 
the old settlers of Linn county, now de- 
ceased. by this umon has been born one 
son, Harry, who is now attending the public 
schools of Cedar Rapids. The parents both 
hold membership in St. Paul’s Methodist 
church, and Mr. Laurance is now serving 
as Steward. Politically he is identined with 
the Republican party, and socially athliates 
with Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 263, I. & 
A, M5 Trowell Cliapter, No. ag, I. .A, M2 
Apollo Commandery, No. 26. K. T.; and El 
Kalir Temple, N. AL S., of Cedar Rapids. 
Like his father, he is widely and favorably 


known throughout this county, and has a: 


host of warm friends in Cedar Rapids. 


where alinost his entire life has been passed. 
+ -<—____—— 


REUBEN ASEH, 


Among the representative citizens and 
honored pioneers of tis county the subject 
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ot this sketch is deserving of prominent 
mention, Fle was born near Louisville, 
Kentucky, on the 26th of January. 1812, a 
son of Joseph and Elizabeth (Swaring) 
Ash, and received a very limited education 
in his early hoyhood days. At the age of 
Mourteen years he accompanied his parents 
on their removal to Putnam county, Illinois, 
where he attended the public schools for a 
short time, but most of ls time was devot- 
ed to assisting lus father in the labors of the 
farm. During the Black Hawk war he was 
in the employ of the United States govern- 
ment. He remained with his parents until 
1839, when he came to Jowa with his 
brother Altred, driving across the country 
ia prairie schooner. On their arrival in 
Mt. Vernon they found that their combined 
capital was only fitty cents. This city at 
that me contained only one log house and 
a blacksmith shop. the surrounding 
country was all wild and unimproved, giy- 
ing little promise of ifs present thriving con- 
dition. Reuben Ash entered a tract of gov- 
ernment land, and also purchased a claim 
of a Mr. Roland, making a farm of two 
hundrel and forty acres. He immediately 
turned his attention io transforming the un- 
broken prairie land unto a highly cultivated 
and well mmproved tarm, and to its opera- 
tion he devoted his time and energies for 
many years. He broke his land with oxen 
hitched to a primitive plow, made by nail- 
ing a piece of iron on a log of wood. 

On the 4th of January, 1844, Mr. Ash 
Was married in Mt. Vernon, to Miss Han- 
nah Day, who was born in Ohio, January 
16, 1828, and came to this county in 1840. 
They became the parents of nine children, 
namely: Harriet, born November 11, 1845; 
married Homer S. Bradshaw, an attorney 
of Ida Grove, Iowa, and died in Chicag®, 


and 





REUBEN ASH. 
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on Decoration Day, 1896. ‘Jane, born Feb- 
ruary 17, 1848, is the wife of Rev. A. K. 
Baird, of Mt. Vernon, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this volume. L. Homer, born 
January 10, 1850, was married in March, 
1898, to Mamie Maguer, of Chicago, and iS 
2 comission merchant on the board of trade 
in that city. Augustus, born April 18, 1852, 
was married in Marion, Towa, October 14, 
1874, to Fannie Hughes, and died in Has- 
tings, Nebraska, February 25, 1881, leav- 
Any, Isaac, 
1857, is associated with his 


ing a widow and one daugliter, 
horn -\ugust I, 
brother, L. | _— on the Goard of Trade in 


Chicago. Mary Alay, born May 1, 1860, 
died) Mareh 30, 1872. Olive H., born De- 


ecember 19, 1862, was married October 14, 
iSgo, to Dr. Thomas 
A. IX. Baird, aud died July 30, 1891. Alfred 
and Dera both died in infancy. 
Mr. Ash died on the 24th of February, 
T8yt, at Mt. 


Baird, a sun of Kev. 


Vernon, in the house now 
occupied by his daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs, A, K. Baird. He was one 


of the oldest Masons in the state. In lis 
business dealings he was ever pronipt, relia- 
ble and entirely trustworthy, and although 
he gained a greater degree of success than 
came to many of his fellow townsmen, it 
Was because he was very energetic, perse- 
vering and capable in managing his affairs. 
In Ins death the community lost one of its 
best citizens, his neighbors a faithful friend 
and his family a considerate husband and 
lather, IIe was pre-eminently public-spir- 
ited and gave to Cornell College the land on 
Which Bowman Wall and campus now 


stands, it being a part of the old homestead 
Tarim. 
ie i 
FRANE SINKEY. 
The subject of this sketch, who is suc- 
cessfully Pipaaee in farming on section 3, 
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Grant towuship, Linn county, lowa, was 
born on the 4th of March, 1844, in Wil- 
liams county, Ohio, a son of Thomas and 
Susanna (Phillips) Sinkey, also natives of 
the Buckeye state. In 1850 the father 
came to Iowa and took up his residence in 
Jones county, where he at first purchased 
forty acres of Jand, and later entered one 
hundred and sixty acres from the govern- 
ment. This was all unbroken with excep- 
tion of ten acres of the forty-acre tract, but 
acre after acre was placed under the plow 
it was all plight 
mother of our subject died in 1851, at the 
age of thirty-one years, and was laid to rest 
in Jones county. She had three children, of 
whom Frank is the eldest, and two are still 
living. Tor his second wife the father mar- 
ried Emily Hildreth, by whom he had six 
cinldren. He died in 1895, at the age of 
seventy-four years, and was burjed in Wooe- 


until wider cultivation. 


bury county, lowa. 

Frank Sinkey was a cluild of six years: 
when he accompanied jis parents on their 
removal to Jones county, Ohio, and he is 
indebted to its public schools for Ins edu- 
cational privileges. He remained at home 
until after the inauguration of the Civil war, 
but on the 19th of August, 1862, he enlisted 
at Wyoming, Iowa, in Company K, Twen- 
ty-fourth Jowa Volunteer Intantry, for 
three years, and into the 
United States service at Muscatine, Iowa, 
September 18. He participated in the ene 
eagements at Port Gibson and Champion 
Hills, the sieges of Vicksburg and Jackson 
and the battles of Carrion Crew Bayou, 
Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Cane River, Mid- 
dle Bayou, Marksville, Winchester, Fisher’s 
Ljll and Cedar Creek. At Champion Hills 
he was wounded and taken prisoner, but was 


wis iustered 


soon released on parole and returned home 


for a short time. He was under the com- 
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mand of General Sheridan in Shenandoah 
valley, and at different times also served 
Generals Grant and Banks. His 
discharge papers were made out at Savan- 
nah, Georgia, but his company was not dis- 
banded until reaching Davenport, Lowa. 
Mr. Sinkey then returned home and for 
two years operated the farm on the shares. 
At the end of that time he went to Buchanan 
county, Lowa, where he resided until 187 
In the meantime he purchased forty acres 
of wild land in Grand township, Linn 
county, 11 1868, and six vears Jater bought 
an adjoining tract of the same size, which 
was partially improved, but he did not lo- 
cate upon this place until 1876. Since then 
he has extended the boundaries of his farm, 


under 


and now has one hundred and sixty acres 
of well improved and highly cultivated land, 
on which he is engaged in both farming and 
stock raising. When he first settled in 
Grant township there was no road past lus 
home. but 11 was laid out when the village 
of Walker was started. 

On the 186th of October, 1867, Mr. 
Sinkey married Miss Catherine Wilson, a 
daughter of Benjamun and Margaret ( Fer- 
gusoit) Wilson, who were natives of Olio 
and Pennsylvania respectively, and came to 
Jones county, Jowa, in 18353, where the 
father purchased and improved.a farm of 
seventy acres. He died in 1898 at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-one vears, and his wile 
departed this life in 1883 at the age of sixty- 
six, the remains of both being interred in 
Buchanan county, Towa. They were mem- 
bers of the United Brethren church, and 
most estimable people. Of the ten children 
horn to them, five are still living, and Mrs. 
Sinkey 1s the seventh in order of birth. Our 
subject and his wife have become the parents 
of twelve children: Orin, deceased; Wil- 
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ham; Sarah, ceceasecdl: one who died in in- 
faney; John; anna; Alargaret, deceased: 
Alice; Bessie; Edith; Charles. deceased; 
and Alaude. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sinkey are members of the 
Methodist Ep:scopal church at Walker, and 
are held in high regard by a large circle of 
triends and acquaintances. In politics he 
is a Republican, and has filled the oftice of 
road supervisor in lus toswnship. 


Those iiving are all at home. 


THOMAS D, YOCOR 


This well-known farmer residing on sec- 
tion 18, Brown township. two and a half 
miles from Springville, dates his residence 
in Linn county irom the 27th of March, 
1871. He was born in Belmont county, 
Ohio, December 17, 1829. and traces his 
ancestry back to Peter Yocom. who was 
of German descent and one of the early 
which state 
grandfather 


settlers of Pennsvlvama, of 
lis son, Samuel Yocom, the 
of owr subject. was a native. The father, 
Thomas Yocom, was born on the Susqque- 
hanna river in Pennsylvania, in 1797. and im 
1804 removed with the family to Jefferson 
county, Ohio, being among the lirst settlers 
of that locality. Here he remained’ one 
Later Samuel Yocom located in the 
southeastern part of Belmont county on 
the head waters of Captina creek, where 19 
the midst of the forest he cleared and de- 
veloped a farm. There the father of our 
subject grew to manhood and married Sarah 
Dewees, a daughter of Thomas and Jane 
(Watson) Dewees. She was born in Penn- 
sylvania, but was reared in Ohio. In 1847 
she aud her husband removed to Alorgan 
county, Ohio. where they spent the remain- 


year. 
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der of their lives. Ile owned and operated 
a farm, but devoted the greater part of his 
life to work at the carpenter's and joiner's 
trade. He died at Pennsville in 1877, at 
the age of eighty years, and Ins wife, who 
survived him a number of years, passed away 
in 1890, at the age of eighty-four. Both 
were faithful and consistent members of 
the Society of Friends. 

Thomas D. Yocom, of this review, passed 
the days of his boyhood and youth in Bel- 
mont and Morgan counties, Olio, and with 
his father learned the carpenter's trade, 
which he followed in early lite in Aforgan 
county. There he was married, February 
28, 1850, to Miss Auna Bailey, who was 
born in Belmont county, but was principally 
reared in Morgan and Washington counties, 
Olio. Ter father, Henry Bailey, was a 
native of Virginia and an early settler of 
the Luckeve state. After his marriage Mr. 
Yocom worked at the carpenter’s trade for 
some vears. and then engaged in farming in 
Ohio for several vears. his wite 
died in September. 1864. Of the seven chul- 
dren born of this union three are living, 
namely : 


There 


Edward, a prominent business 
man of Springville; Thomas Austin, a mer- 
chant ef West Branch, Cedar county, Lowa; 
and Anna, wife of Barclay Dewees, of Brown 
township, Linn county. 

— On the rath of December, 1865. Mr. 
Yocom was again married in Morgan county, 
Ohio, his second union heing with Miss 
Mary Jane Bailey, a cousin of his first wife 
andl a daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth 
(I-mbree) Bailey. who were natives of that 
state. Our subject and his wife have two 
children: Rachel, wife of William Patton, 
a farmer of Brown township, Linn county, 


lowa; and Joshua, who is married and re- 
sides in Springville. 


587 





As previously state, Mr. Yocom came 
to Linn county, Iowa, in 1871, and pur- 
chased the farm of eighty acres in Brown 
To the 
further improvement and cultivation of this 
place he has since devoted his energies and 
in connection with its operation he has also 
engaged in stock raising and the dairy busi- 
ness. He has another valuable and well- 
improved farm of sixty acres, and 1s num- 
bered among the prosperous and well-to-do 
citizens of his community. He was one of 
the first members of the Brown Township 
Mutual Insurance Company, and has been a 
member of its board of directors and presi- 
dent of the same. 

In early life Mr. Yocom was an old- 
line Whig in politics and has been identified 
with the Republican party since voting tor 
John C. Fremont, its first presidential cand1- 
date, in 1856, but he has never cared for pub- 
lic office. Both he and his wife are members 
of the Friends church at Whittier, and are 
held in the highest esteem by their friends 


township where he now resides. 


on account of their sterling worth and strict 
integrity. 


GEORGE H. BOYSON. 
Among Cedar Rapids’ most prominent 
and energetic young business men is George 
H. Bovson, of the Boyson Drug & Jewelry 
Company, wholesale and retail jobbers of 
drugs and physicians’ supplies and jewelry 
He is a native of lowa, born in Jackson 
county, January 9, 1874, and is a son of 
Hans and Catherine Boyson, who were born 
in Germany and came to Iowa before their 
marriage. In early life the father was a 
sailor and made trips to nearly all the im- 
portant seaports of the world. In 1862, on 
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giving up his sea-faring life, he located. in 
Jackson coimty, lowa, where he engaged in 
farming until our subject was about a year 
old, and then removed to Grundy county, 
this state. He purchased land and still fol- 
lows agricultural pursuits there, his home 
bemg near the town of Dike on the North- 
western Railroad. Although he makes farm- 
ing and stock raising his prinetpal occupa- 
tion, and feeds a large amount of stock for 
market, he is mterested in a number ot dit- 
ferent enterprises, and is one af the most 
prosperous and successtul business men al 
his community. He owns two or three store 
buildings in Dike, is president of the Tirst 
National Bank at that place: is a stock- 
holder of the Townsend & Aletrill Lum- 
ber Company of Dike and Cedar Falls. 
and also a stockholder aud director of 
the Cedar [alls National Bank and the 
Cedar Falls Savings Bank. He has 
never taken oan part in public 
his 


active 


atfairs as lhe prefers to devote en- 
tire ime and attention to lis extensive busi- 
KReligiously tre and his es- 
the Danish 
Lutheran church. Their children are George 


H.. of this sketel): Peter fl.. who is con- 


less interests. 
tunable wife are menibers: of 


nected with our subject in business and has 
charge of the jewelry department; Cena, 
Whe is attending the Grandview Acadenry 
at Des Moines: Hans. bookkeeper in Leavitt 
& Julmson’s National Bank of Waterloo, 
Towa: Adolph, who is attending the State 
Normal School at Cedar Falls; and Holger, 
who is attending the district schools near 
the old home in Grundy county. 

The primary education of George H. 
Boyson was also obtained in the district 
schools near home, and later he entered the 
business college at Waterloo. Jowa, where he 
took the commercial and academic courses 
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and was graduated in 1892. During the 
tollowing two years he was in the drug store 
of George S. Mornin at Cedar Falls, and at 
the end of that time he entered the State 
University at Lowa City, where he studied 
pharmacy. He passed ithe examiiation be: 
fore. the state board in the spring af 1896, 
ancl received a diploma as a registered phar- 
He remained at home until August 
of that vear and then came to Cedar. Rapids 
and purchased the drug store of \W..L. Wel- 
ler, at the corner of Third avenue and First 
street west, which he conducted until re- 
moving to his present location in February, 
Igot. At that time his brother,. Peter H., 
purchased an interest in the business and has 


iacist. 


since had charge of the jewelry department. 
In the latter part of rSgy, Gur subject com- 
menced dong a wholesale, as well as a retail 
business, and new has twa men upon the 
the 


road. sellmg the goods of comipany 


threnghout lowa, The Arm occupy a large 
building at 107-144 Third avenue west. and 
have probably the fnest equipped drug store 
In the state of Juwa. All of the furnishings 
are ot the most expensive aud latest pattern, 
and everviliing is ranged in such a systematic 
manner that the stare is convenient in all 
Its appointments, it being built expressly for 
their use. They occupy sixty-six hundred | 
squire feet of Moor space, including a base- 
Ment, 

On the 12th of May, 18y7, was celebrated 
the marriage of George H. Boyson and Miss 
sarah J. Larson. a native of Grundy county 
Towa. and a daughter of Mr. ayd Mrs. R- 
Larson, who were old settlers of that.county. 
One child blesses this union, Gladys, bor 
May 31, 1898. In his fraternal relations 
Mr. Boyson is a member of. Maine Lodge, 
No. 643, 1. O. O. F., and.ithe Foresters.of 
-\inerica. In politics he is a Republican, 
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and 1s at preset serving as superintendent 
of postal station No. 1, on the west side. 
He was instrumental in securing its location 
here. and has always taken an active interest 
in everything for the upbuilding and wel- 
fare of the west side. Te was one of the 
arganizers and is a director of the Peoples 
Savings Bank located at the corner of Third 
and First street west and is very 
He is always 


ARLITIE 
prominent in business circles. 
a courteous, genial gentleman and well de- 
serves the high regard in which he ts, held. 








“HILLIAM P. DEAV EES. 


\mong the old and honored residents of 
Brown tawnslip none stand higher in pub- 
lic esteem than William P. Dewees, who ts 
vow living a retired life with his son, Joseph 
Dewees, on section 16. He is one of the 
early settlers of the county, 
here on! the gth 


having located 
day of May, 1853. and for 
many years was one of its most enterprising 
and prosperous farmers. 

Mr. Dewees was born in Belmont county, 
Ohio. September 13. 
William Dewees, 


1825, and is a son of 
whose birth occurred in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in’ 1782. His 
paternal grandfather was Cornelius Dewees, 
who was of French descent and one of the 
eirly settlers of Philadelphia. During the 
great yellow fever epidemic in that city 1 
1790 lhe helped to nurse the sick and bury 
the dead as w co-worker with ‘the guard. 
Fram the age of seven years the father of 
our subject was reared on a farm, and grew 
to manhood in Pennsylvania, where he mar- 
ried Debby Hoops, who was born near Birm- 
ingham, that state, and was a’ daughter 
ot Isaac Hoops, who was ot Welsh ex- 
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traction. In 1816 Mr: Dewees removed to 
Ohio, becoming one of the early settlers of 
Belmont county, where he engaged in tarm- 
ing until 1836 and then went to \Washing- 
ton county, that state, where he also cleared 
aml improved a farm with the assistance of 
his sons. There he died January 22, 1850, 
and his wife departed this lite at her home 
“a Chesterheld, Ohio. January 23, 1871. 
They were both of the faith and consistent 
members of the Society of [riends. 

In the family of this worthy couple were 
the following children: Mary first’ mar- 
ried a Mr. Hall and later a Mr. Miller, and 
died near Salen; Ohio. Sarah was mar- 
ried in 1837 to a Mr. Doudua and died 
August 7, 1839. Isaac was married in 1844 
and folloved farming in Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvania, in the summer season 
and taught school during the winters, until 
he was iccidentally killed January 7, 1851. 
Cornelius was married and settled on the old 
home farm in Washington county, Olno, 
which he operated for some years, and then 
removed to Chesterheld, that state. where 
he died March 14, 1901, while his wife pre- 
ceded him ahout three weeks, dying Feb- 
ruary 22, at the advanced age o! eighty- 
seven, while he was eighty years of age. 
William P., our subject, 1s the next in order 


ef birth. Debor ah cared for her mother 
during her declining years, and died in 
Salem, Ohio, December 15, 1891, aged 


Sixty-two years. Griffith married and re- 
sided on the old hamestead with his brother 
for some vears. and: later made lis home i 
Chesterfield, Ohio. For some years he 
lived on a ranch in central Kansas, but is 
now engaged in business in Winona, Colum- 
biana county, Ohio. 

At the age of tei vears William P. De- 
wees accompanied his parents on their re- 
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moval to Washington county. Ohio, and he 
aided his father in the arduous task of con- 
verting the wild land into highly cultivated 
fields. This farm is now very yaluable, 
being in one of the richest oil districts of 
Ohio. During his bovhood Mr. Dewees 
pursued his studies in an old log school- 
house, but is really a self-educated as well 
as a self-made man. 

In Morgan county he was married Jan- 
uarvy 22, 1852, to Aliss Maria Embree, a 
native of Morgan county, that state. and a 
daughter of Joseph Embree, who was bern 
11 Pennsylvania and was a son of Samuel 
Embree, one of the first settlers of Morgan 
county, Ohio. In the fall of 1853 her 
lather came to Linn county. Iowa, and spent 
his last days with our subject. 

Mr. Dewees began his married life upon 
a rented tarm. In 1852 he and his fativer- 
in-law came to Iowa on a prospecting tour 
and traveled through the southern part of 
the state to Polk county and back through 
the central part, but returned to Ohio with- 
out making a selection. In the following 
spring, however, he moved to this state in 
company with |us brother-in-law, and in 
May of that year purchased forty acres of 
praine Jand and twenty acres of timber 
lane) near where Viola now stands. Upon 
his place he built a good hewed-log house 
and broke forty acres of land. Later he 
bought an adjoining forty-acre tract from 
his brother-in-law, and added to his prop- 


erty trom time to time until he had one 


hundred and sixty acres. which he placed 
under cultivation adorned 
with various kinds of fruit and shade trees. 
In the fall of 1875 he replaced his log cabin 
home by a good trame residence, and about 
1889 built a substantial barn. In connec- 
tion with general farming he engaged in the 


excellent and 
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raising and feeding of stock with good sue- 
cess. Mr. Dewees resided upon his farm 
from the spring of 1854 until the spring of 
1882, when he rented the place to his sons 
and removed to a tract of forty acres:in the 
same neighborhood. In the spring of 1884 
he located in Springville, where he lived re- 
tired for ten vears, and has since made his 
home with his son. 

Mr. Dewees lost his first wife on.the 
27th of September, 1882. 
he had six children, namely: 


By that union 
Matilda FE. 
frst married Abner Crew, who met death 
by being thrown trom a horse, and after 
living a widow for twelve vears she was 
married in the spring of 1900 to Elias Crew, 
of \West Branch. a cousin of ier first hus- 
hand. She and her eldest daughter, Alice 
L., who married Alfred Standing. of Earl- 
ham, Madison county, lowa. were married 
af the same time hefore the same congrega- 
tion. 
slip, this county, 


Isaac T. ts a farmer of Marion town- 
Joseph N. owns 
operates a farm on section 16, Brown town- 
ship. 


and 


Barclay carries on the old homestead. 
James Harvey was educated at the Friends 
school. in Ohio and Philadelphia, and after 
Ins graduation he was principal of the 
Friends Boarding School at Olney, Ohio, 
lor five years, but is now extensively en- 
gaged in the lumber and coal business at 
Paoli, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia, as 
a member of the firm of Dewces & Bracken. 
Mary H. is the wife of Lewis Plummer, a 
farmer and dairyman of Belmont county, 
Ohio. For lis second wife Mr. Dewees 
married Mrs. Elizabeth (Gilbert) Bedell, 
who died October 3, 18g5. 

Mr, Dewees has never taken any active 
part i politics, but in ante-bellum days was 
a strong abolitionist, and was a conductor 
on the famous underground railroad, by 


#f 
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which means he assisted many a poor slave 
on his wav to Canada and to liberty. In 
company with a few other white men he 
aided as many as seventeen negroes On their 
way north one night. Tie has always been 
a supporter of the temperance cause, and he 
generally votes the Prohibition ticket at the 
present time. Since an early age he has becn 
a faithful believer in the principles of the 
Society of Friends, and has been a corre- 
spondent for “The Friends,” a religious and 
literary journal, of Philadelphia, for some 
years and also for the local papers, hav- 
ig written many interesting articles about 
the early settlers and pioneer Tife in Linn 
county, while personally he can relate many 
iiteresting incidents of the carly (ays. 
When he first came to this county Indians 
were often seen, while deer. wild turkeys 
In the 
early development of the county he bore an 


and other game was still to be had. 


active part. and is justly entitled to promi- 


nent mention among its honored pioneers: 


and representative citizens. 





WALLAGE M. MOORE. 


Wallace Mf. Moore, an honored veteran 
of the Civil war, and the present popular 
postmaster of Mt. Vernon, lowa, was born 
in Charleston, Tioga county, Pennsylvania, 
May 12, 1841, a son of Henry N. and Mary 
Phoebe (Dartt} Moore. The tather was a 
printer and school teacher and also a 
Preacher, haying been ordained a Methodtst 
numster by Bishop Soule. For some years 
prior to his death he resided with our sub- 
ject in Mt. Vernon, where he died in 1894, 
at the age of sixty-three years. His widow 
is sull living at the age. of eighty-six and 
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makes her home with a daughter in Pitts- 
burg, Pennsvivamia. 

Our subject grew to manhood at srs 
place of birth and received his carly educa- 
tion in its district schools. On laying as de 
his text books he worked on a farm in the 
neighborhood until the breaking out o! the 
He was one of the first to offer 
his services to his country in her hour ot 
peril, enlisting at Wellsboro. Pennsylvania, 
April 22, 1861, just ten days after Pet 
Sumter was fired upon. He ‘became a mem- 
ber of Company E, First Pennsylvania 
Rifles, afterward 
regiment, which belonged to the Army of 
the Potomac. He was taken prisoner at 
Mechanicsville, Virginia, during the seven 
day’s battle of the Peninsula, and was hrst 
sent to Richmond and later to Belle Isle, 
being held from June 26. 1862, until the 
sth of August, when he was exchanged 
and rejoined his company at Harrison $ 
Landing on the James river. Mr. Moore 
participated in the following battles : Drains- 
ville, second battle of Bull Run, South 
Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Mine 
Run, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and Spott- 
sylvania Court House. the last 
named engagement he was wounded and 
was confined in the hospital for two months. 
and Jater, on the 19th of August. 1864. at 
the battle of Weldon Railroad, near Peters- 
burg, he lost his mght arn, and was 1 
hospital until the 28th of June, 1855, 
when he was finally discharged. 

On his return to his old home in Penn- 
sylyvania, Mr. Moore served as constable and 
tax collector in Charleston township for 
some time. He was married at that place, 
December 13, 1866. to Miss Mary H. Tippla 
who was also born there. a daughter af 
Elias and Hannah (Kingsbury) Tipple, 


Civil war. 


known as the Buelktail 


During 
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now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Moore 
were born six cluldren, namely: Mary 
Pheebe, who attended Cornell College and 
Jater was graduated from the Homeopathic 
Hospital connected with the State University 
of Towa City as a professional nurse, and 
is now with her father in the postofhice ;Leon 
Wallace was graduated from Cornell College 
in June. 1900, and is serving as assistant 
postinaster under lis father: Otis Henry is 
attending Cornell College; Katherine O. 
will graduate from the public schools ot 
Mt. Vernon in June, rg01; Frederick died 
at the age of two years; and Martha FH., 
awit sister of Mary P., Sibley, 
Towa. at the age of six weeks 

On first coming west in 1872, Mr. Moore 
located in Siblev. lowa, where he served as 
county auditor for five terms of two vears 


cied in 


each, and was also engaged in the real es- 
tate and insurance business for two years. 
In 1886 he came to Mit. Vernon, where he 
has since made lus home, and during his 
residence here has served as assessor six 
vears and clerk of Franklin township the 
same length of time. On the 16th of March. 
1898, he was appointed postmaster uncer 
President M[chinley, and is now discharg- 
ing the duties of that office in a most capable 
and satisfactory manner. Politically he has 
always heen identified with the Republican 
party. and socially affiliates with the Odd 
Tellows lodge, and Washington Camp, No. 
116. AI. W. A., of which he is venerable 
He was one of the organizers and 
charter members of L. G. Ireland Post. No. 
r8&. G. A. R., at Sibley, of which he was 
adjutant, and on lus removal to Mt. Ver- 
non transferred his membership to W. C. 
Diminick Post, No. 400. of which he is 
now quartermaster, 


consul. 


Tle was elected rep- 
resentative to the National Encampment at 


Buffalo in 1897 from the fifth congressional 
district of Iowa. On the 8th of August, 
1885, he was appointed aide-de-camp by 
S. S. Burdett, comunander-in-chief, and in 
1893 was appoimted assistant mustering 
ofheer in the fifth congressional district. 
Religiously My, Moore is a member of the. 
Methodist church. In vears of peace, no 
less than in those of war, he has bravely 
performed the duties which have devolved 
upyn him, and is justly entitled to a place 
va the nation’s roll of honor. 
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AS DREAY REACHIE MURRAY. 


This well-known and honored resident 
of Cedar Rapids, Towa. was born on the 
Toth of November, 1813, in Florida, Mont- 
gomery county, New York, and is 1 son of 
Wilham and Elizabeth (Neachie) Murray, 
who spent their entire lives in the Empire 
state. The paternal grandfather, Alexan- 
der Murray, a native of Scotland, came to 
America in colonial days, and became a 
soldier of the continental army in the Revo- 
He alterward drew a pet- 
sign in recognition of his services. Our 
subject’s maternal grandfather, Andrew 
Keachie, was also born in Scotland, and 
jought for American independence as one 
of the militia men of the Revolution. Will- 
lam Murray, the father of our subject, re 
ceived but a limited education during his 
boyheod, and throughout life followed ag- 
ricultural pursuits, owning and operating 
a small tarm in New York. He was born 
in 1784, and died in 1852, while his wife 
was born in 1790, and died in 1822. They 
were the parents of six children, one of 
whom’ died in infaney. The others were 


lutionary war. 
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as follows: David, born June 16, 1812—the 
day war was declared between the United 
States and Great Britain—came to Cedar 
Rapids in 1876, and died here in 1892. 
A. Kk, our subject; is the next in order of 
birth. Agnes married John W. Millmine, 
now deceased, and she died in 1642, 
ing three sons, one of whom is engaged in 
manufacturing in Cedar Rapids. Alexan- 
der, a bookkeeper in a Bible house in New 
York for forty years, died in that cify in 
1894. Margaret married Robert Morton, 
of New York city, and both are now de- 
ceased. Of their four children Jolin Mor- 
ton is now a resident of Cedar Rapids. 
New York, A. K. Murray 
attended its common schools and also an 
academy for a short time, but much of lus 
education has been olstained by reading and 
study in subsequent years. He taught 
school for a few years, and also conducted 
a singing school three winters. He was 
very active and prugressive, and was also 
one of the leading voung men of his com- 
He remained under the parental 
roof until jus marrage, aud helped his fa- 
ther in operating the farm. 

In New York. June 6, 1854, Mr. Mur- 
ray was united in marriage with Miss Mar- 
garet M. Gordon, who was born in Balti- 
more, Marvland, June 6, 1826, a daughter 
of Alexander and Margaret (Martin) Gor- 
don. Her father was a native of Scotland, 
and was sent to America aS a missionary 
ef the Associate; called the United 
Presbyterian, church at an carly day. He 
continued his ministerial work in Pennsyl- 
vania and New York throughout life, and 
Was quite active up to the time of his death. 
preaching just the Sunday before he was 
called to his final rest, August 20, 1845, in 
Fulton county, New York. His wife, who 





leav- 


Reared in 


munity. 


now 
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was:a native of Pennsylvania, died in 1832, 


when Mrs. Murray:was only six years old. 
They had five children, all of whom reached 
namely: (1) Elizabeth G., who 
a missionary un 


maturity, 
spent forty-five years as 
North India, and had many thrilling ex- 
periences, returned to this country in 1900 
and now makes her home with our sub- 
ject. °(2) Margaret M. is the wife of our 
subject. (3) -Andrew also went to Inca 
as a missionary in 1854, but returned to 
this country in: T885 on account of ill health, 
and died here in 1887. He published a 
book, “Our Indian Missions.” He left four 
children: Mrs. W. J. Donnan, of Fairlax 
township, this county; Euphemia E., a resi- 
dent of Cedar Rapids, Towa; Margaret died 
June 1, 1890; and David R., a missionary 
in India. (4) James W., formerly a nlis- 
sionary, made his home in Cedar Rapids lov 
a time, but is now living with his daughter 
in Schenectady county, New York. Fis chil- 
dren are John AI., who is ound in the 
bicvele works of Cedar Rapids: Ella Wl 
a missionary in India; Mrs. Belle Elder, a 
resident of Schenectady county, New York; 
and Alexander T., a chemist of Iron Mount- 
ain, Minnesota. (5) David, a nonister, 
who formerly resided in Cedar Rapids and 
died in Colorado in 1880, leaving three elil- 
Nellie M., a teacher of the State 
Normal school of Indiana. Pennsylvama: 
George, an attorney of Atlanta, Georgia: 
and James, a minister of Cabin Till, New 
York. Mrs. Murray's father was twice 
married, and by the first union had three 
children: John B., deceased; Alexander 
B., who died leaving one daughter. Belle 
B., who now makes her home with Mir. and 
Mrs. Murray; and Elizabeth, who died in 
infancy. In religious heliet the Gordons 
were United Presbyterians. 


dren: 
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Murray were born 
ten children, of whom four died in Infancy. 
In order of birth the others are as follows: 
(1) Alexander Gordon, who was employed 
as cashier and bookkeeper for Mr. Sinelair, 
of Cedar Rapids, for twenty years; but is 
now an assistant in a bicycle step-ladder 
house in Chicago, married Anna Hall, of 
Colorado, and they have one child, Grace 
Adair. (2) Edward M. is proprietor of a 
bicvele step-ladder manufacturing plant of 
Chicago, the ladder being his own inven- 
tion. He married Flora Evans, and they 
have one daughter, Margaret. (3) David 
AA. spent five years in Japan as a missionary, 
and 1s now pastor of the Presbyterian church 
of Ottumwa, Iowa. (4) Agnes E. is at 
home with her parents. (3) Sarella M. 
was a high school teacher for ten years, 
and is now the wife of Dr. E. L. Hawes. 
of Mankato, Minnesota. (6) Frederick 
G. is a graduate of Rush Medical College, 
class of 1900, and is now an interne of the 
Presbyterian hospital of Chicago. <All of 
the children had geod edueational advan- 
tages, while some are college graduates 
and are now doing well for themselves. 
The family is one in which the parents Mav 
take a just pride. 

-\fter his marriage Mr. Murray contin- 
ued to engage in farming in New York 
until! 1868, when he came to Linn county, 
Towa, and purchased an improved farm of 
forty acres now within the corporate limits 
of Cedar Rapids. His frst home here stood 
about fifteen feet from his present new resi- 
dence, and it was occupied by him for thir- 
ty years. Ile engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits for a time, and then turned his atten- 
tion to the real-estate business. As the city 
grew he laid out a portion of his land in 
town lots, making the first addition in I871. 
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His property is now nearly all built up; 
forming what is known as Murray's first, 
second and third additions to Cedar Rapids. 
His farm joined D. W. King’s place on the 
south, and is now a valuable and well-im- 
proved «district. Since his retirement from 
farming he has given his attention to his 
real-estate interests, and has met with well- 
deserved success. On locating in Cedar 
Rapids there were only about hfty houses 
on the west side of the river aud no imanu- 
facturing plants. ‘here was not a covered 
carriage in the town. and everyone kept 
their own cows. pasturing them on the com- 
mons. 

In his political views Mr. Murray is a 
stanch Republican, and has served his fel- 
low citizens efficiently and well in several 
local offices. He and his family are all 
active members of the United Presbyterian 
church, in which he was an elder and is 
Re is a man 
of exemplary habits, commendable purpose 
and unbending integrity, and in all life’s 
relations merits the confidence which is so 
freely accorded him. During their residence 
in Cedar Rapids he and his wife have made 
many wari trends, and are held in high 
regard by all who know them. 


teacher in the Sunday school. 


—————~-+-—___- 
MATHEW C) PHERRIN. 


Mathew C. Pherrin is one of the thrifty 
agriculturists of Brown township, owning 
and operating a well-improved farm on 
section 22, less than two miles from Spring- 
ville. .\ native of Pennsylvania, he was 
born in Irie county, February 15, 1849, and 
belongs to an old Pennsylvania family. 
Fis paternal grandfather, Samuel Pherrin, 
Was born in that state March 3, r78r1. The 
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father. Jolm C. Pherrin, was born on the 
sth ot November, 1814, 11 ! Northumberland 
county, Pennsylvania, where he was reared, 
but when a young man he removed to Erie 
county, where he married Experience Col- 
lar. a native of New York. Six children 
were born to them in that county. In early 
life the father followed millwright’s 
trade. but also owned and operate) a farm 
11 the Keystone state. In 1855 he came to 
lowa and purchased two hundred and forty 


the 


acres of land in Brown township, Linn coun- 
tv. of which a few acres had been broken 
erected He 
joined by his family in the spring of 1856, 


and a cabin thereon. was 
aud at once turned lis attention to the tur- 
ther development and cultivation of his land. 
Later he erected a good house, barn and 
other buildings. and planted an orchard, 
making his place one of the most desirable 
farms of that locality. Here he died No- 
vember r, 1893. having survived lis wite 
seven 
ASA, 


vears, her death occurring June 18, 
They were the parents of six chil- 
dren, of whom our subject is the youngest. 
J. Clark and William H. both own and op- 
erate farms in Brown township. Samuel 
Bb. enlisted in 1861. in the One Hundred and 
Eleventh Pennsylvania Infantry during the 
Civil war, and died in the hospital at \Win- 
chester, Virginia, July 4. 1862. Ann 
died in infaney. Naney J. died September 
22, 1865. the day before the twenty-first 
anmyversary of her birth. 

The subject of this review was a lad 
ot seven vears on the removal of the family 
to this county, 


Sarah 


and in its common schools 


he acquired his early education, supple- 
menting it by a two-years course at Lenox 
College in Delaware county, lowa. After 


leaving school he engaged in teaching for 
a tew years with good success. Returning 
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to Ohio, ‘he was married in Belmont county. 
October 7, 1875. to Miss Ruth Gregg, a 
who had come to 
Iowa with her uncle when a young lady 
and here made the acquaintance of Mr. 
Pherrin. Her father, Laban Gregg, was 
born in Virginia, and when a child of eight 
years removed to Belmont county, Ohio, 
where he married Catherine Hedges, a na- 
tive of Marvland. There he followed larm- 
ing until his death, which occurred im Janu- 
ary, 1869. Ilis wife spent her last days 
with her daughter and died in Des Moines, 
1894. He was a minister 
of the Friends church, and was highly re- 
spected and esteemed by all who knew Inth. 
His mother lived to the advanced age ot 
ninety-three years, and was @ widow for 
fifty-two years. 

Since his Mr, Pherrin has 
continued to reside on the old homestead 
and has been very successful in its operation. 
He has been a stanch supporter of the Re- 


native of that county, 


lowa, in January, 


marriage 


publican party since casting his first presi- 
dential vote for General U. S$. Grant im 
1872, but has never sought official honors. 
Both he and his wife are members of the 
Springville Presbyterian church, and. he 15 
also connected with the Masonic lodge at 
that place, in which he has tilled all the 
offices and is now past master. He 1s widely 
aud favorably known as a man of upright 
character and sterling worth and well mer- 
its the high regard in which he ts uniformly 
held by his fellow citizens: 








JAMES BAILEY. 


This well-known retired farmer residing 
in Whittier, was born in Belmont county, 
Ohio, on the 21st of March, 1829, a son of 
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James and Sarah Bailey. The father, who 
was a native of the Old Dominion, was 
married in North Carolina, and at an early 
day went to Ohio, traveling in a one-horse 
cart, accompanied by his wite and two chil- 
dren. They were among the pioneers of 
Belmont county. 

The subject of this sketch was reared 
in the county of his nativity, and when a 
young man went to Morgan county, Ohio. 
where he married Rhoda Datten, a native of 
that county and a daughter of John Patten, 
Oe of ils first settlers. Like 
Lincoln, Mr. Bailey was engaged in splitt.ng 
rails the first year after his removal to-Mor- 
gan county and then engaged in farming, 
ownmg ac different times three farms in 
that county. 


Abraham 


Selling bis property there in 
1867, he came to Linn county, Iowa, and 
tor three years engaged in farming on renr- 
ed Jand. At the end of that time he pur- 
chased e:ghty acres in Marion township and 
bintt thereon a guod house. After paving 
for his property he bought eighty acres 
invre, and still later purchased a tract of 
forty acres, making a good farm of two 
hundred acres, to the improvement and 
cultivation of which he devoted his energies 
until 1895, when he sold that place and 
bought forty acres at Whittier. He has 
since clisposed of all of this at a good profit 
with the exception of nine acres which he 
retains for his home, and is now erecting 
thereon a very pleasant and convenient resi- 
cleiice. 

Mr. Bailey lost his first wife in 1880. By 
that union he had three children: Johu H.. 
a farmer of Marion township; Alice, wife 
of J. E. Kreidler, a hardware merchant of 
Fullerton, Nance county, Nebraska; arid 
Lydia ].. wite of Sidney Benjamin, a fariner 
ot Nance county, Nebraska. On the 21st of 
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March, 1882, Mr. Bailey was again mai- 
tied in Linn county, Iowa, his second union 
heing with: Miss Rachel Engle, a native of 
Guernsey county, Ohio, but whose early life 
was principally passed:'in Linn county, Iowa. 

Mr. Bailey cast his first presidential vote 
for Zachary Tavlor, but has been-a stanch 
supporter of the Repubhean party since its 
organization, He is a strong temperance 
man and a believer in the principles of -pro- 
hibition, but not wishing to lose his vote 
he has never athliated with that party which 
Both he and his 
wile are inembers of the Friends church of 
Whittier, and are people of prominence in 
the community where they reside. Mr. 
Bailey has been a member of the school 
hoard and has also filled the office of road 
supervisor. Having started ont in life for 
limself with no capital, he deserves great 
credit lor the success that he has achies ed, 
having by lus own labor and enterprise ac- 
cumulated a comfortable competence, which 
now enables him to spend his declining 
vears In ease and quiet, free froin the cares 
and responsibilities of business life. 


is so far im the minority. 


—————_®-o-9o—___—_ 


JOHN IEHL, 


John Tehl, one of the leading and repre- 
sentative farmers of Grant township, mak- 
ng Ins home on section 13, was born in 
Alsace, France. January 25, 1844, and is 
a son of Christian and Mary (Heitz) Iehl. 
also natives of France, in whose family 
Were nine children, five still living. In 
[S49 they took passage on a sailing vessel 
at Havre. France, and after a voyage of 
twenty days landed in New York city, 
whence they proceeded to Lake county; TIli- 
Hos. There the father purchased a farm, 
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which he. operated for a time, and on. dis- 
posing of it removed to Cook county, the 
sane state, where be engaged. in-farnurig 
upon rented land for four years. In 1658 
he caine to Linn county, lowa, having in 
1854 entered two hundred acres of govern- 
ment land in Grant township. To the im- 
provement and cultivation. of that farm: he 
devoted lus energies throughout « the re- 
mainder of his life) He died there No- 
vember 24, 1885, and his wife, January 7, 
1865, 

The subject of this sketch was a child 
oi ive years when he crossed the ocean with 
his parents, and he was principally educated 
in the conmoun schovls of [lineis. During 
his bovhoud and veuth he worked on the 
hue farin, and remained under the parental 
ruvi until he entered the Union army during 
the dark days of the Civil war. Prompted 
by a spirit of patriotism he enlisted at La- 
jitverte, Linn county, August 11, 1862, in- 
Company A, Thirty-first lowa Volunteer 
Infantry, fur three years, and participated 
inthe bates of Haynes Biull and Arkansas 
Post. Lle was captured at Raymond, Mis- 
sissippl. and was a prisoner on parole at 
Vicksburg during the siege. In September, 
1863. he wus exchanged and rejoined hus 
regent at Inka, Mississippi. He took part 
in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Ms- 
sionary Ridge, and various ether engage- 
Mets im that vicinity, and was with Sher- 
man on the famous march through Georgia 
trom Atlanta to the sea, and from Savannah 
up the coast through the Carolinas and Vir- 
ginia, being present at the surrender of 
Richmond. He was honorably discharged 
at Louisville, Kentucky; in June, 1865, and 
ei horhe, arriving there on the 4th of 

uly. : 


Mr: Ich] at once returned to farming, 


buying sixty acres in Grant townslup of 
his father; and residing thereon for a num- 
Later he took up his resi 
dence on the old homestead, which he pitr- 


her of years. 


chased, and now has one hundred and sixty- 
eight acres of land whicli is under excellent 
cultivation and improved with good and 
substantial buildings. Like most men ot 
this section he is interested in stuck rais- 
ing, as well as farming. 

In 1867 Mr. leh} married Miss Chris- 
tiana Kronmiller, a daughter of Jacob and 
Margaret Kronmiller, and by this  umion 
have been born nine children. as tollows: 
Albert, who married Kate Powell and 1s 
engaged in farming in Spring Grove town- 
ship, Linn county; Rheda, wile of -\vthur 
Adans, of Seattle, Washington, Lillian, 
who died in infancy; Daniel, an engineer 
living in Seattle; Charles, a resident of the 
same place; and Daisy, Della, Benjaniun 
and Raymond, all at home. 

In politics Mr. fell is independent, vot- 
ing for the men whom he believes best quali- 
fied for office, regardless of party afhiiauons. 
He is a prominent member of the Grand 
Amny Post, No. 509, at Troy Mills, and ts 
now commander of the same, LHe is widely 
and iavorably known, and as an honored 
veteran of the Civil war and a Inghly es- 
teemed citizen of this county is well worthy 
of prominent mention in its history. 


FRANK GILCHRIST. 


The subject of this sketch is a thorough 
and skillful farmer and a business man ot 
more than ordinary capacity, who is success- 
fully carrying on- his chosen occupation on 
sections 8 and 9, Grant township. He was 
born in that*township, October 23, 1865, and 
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is a son of Corydon and Rebecca (Leonard) 
Gilchrist. The father was born in Oswego, 
New York, in 1828, and was a son of Daniel 
M. Gilchrist, who was born in Nova Scotia, 
in 1800, of Scotch ancestry, the family being 
founded there at an early day by Scotch emi- 
grants. About 1838 the grandtather of our 
subject removed to Illinois, becoming one of 
the early settlers of De Kalb county, where 
he opened up a farm. There Corvdon Gil- 
christ grew to manhood. and in 1856 he 
came to Linn county, lowa, locating in what 
is now Grant township, where he hecame rhe 
owner of a fine farm of three hundred and 
twenty acres. In connection with the opera- 
t10n of his land he also carried on the lumber 
and grain business at \Vallker for 
vears, and was one of the well-to-do and 
prosperous citizens of his community. Tle 
was a stanch Democrat in politics, and filled 


soiTie 


various public positrons of honor and trust, 
serving as county supervisor for a number 
of vears. 

Corvdon Gilchrist was twice married, 
first. to Margaret Davis, who died in 1863, 
Lawrence, wlio is 





leaving three children 
represented on another page of this volume; 
Ilorence, wite of Joseph Mutchler. also rep- 
resented in this volume; and Margaret, a 
teacher in the schools of Fairview, Iowa. 
lor his second wife, Corydon Gilchrist mar- 
ried Rebecca Leonard, a native of New Jer- 
sev, and a daughter of Charles and Eliza- 
beth (Duckworth) Leonard. By this union 
there were also three children—Frank. the 
subject of this sketch; Fred, who is repre- 
sented elsewhere in this work ; and Ella, wife 
of Ruel Ferrin. a farmer residing in Chero- 
kee county, Iowa. For his third wife he 
married Olive Phelps, by whom he had 
one daughter. On the 15th of July, 
1893, the father of these children passed 
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away, and lus remains were interred in the 
Davis cemetery in Grant township. His 
widow is yet living, and makes her home in 
Vinton, Iowa. 

When Corydon Gilchrist first came to 
Linn county if was sparsely settled, but he 
lived to see it developed into one of the most 
productive counties in the state. To such 
men as he, and the great army of pioneers, 
1s due the fact that lowa to-day is the banner 
state of the Union from an agriculturai 
standpoint. He was a man that was widely 
and favorably known and was held in the 
highest regard by the people of his adopted 
county. 

Frank Gilchrist passed the days of his 
bovhood and youth upon the home farm and 
early acquired a good practical knowledge of 
agricultural purswuts. He also attended the 
public schools of his native township and 
Center Point, and since completing his edtuca- 
tion he has devoted lus entire time and at- 
tention to general farming and the raising of 
thoroughbred Shorthorn cattle and Poland 
China hogs for breeding purposes. He has 
followed this special line for about twenty 
years, and sells his stock all over the United 
States. He is the owner of a well improved 
and valuable farm of two hundred and eighty 
acres. and being a man of sound judgment 
and good executive ability, he has met with 
excellent success in all lis undertakings. 
By his ballot he supports the men and meas- 
ures of the Democracy. 


rr 


JOSEPH KOZLOVSKY. 


The subject of this sketch, who ts now 
efficiently serving as city marshal of Cedar 
Rapids. was born in Kellnersville, Mant 
towoc county, Wisconsin, October 14, 1859: 
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and is a son of W. J. and Mary (Cenefels) 
Kozlovsky, natives of Bohemia. The fa- 
ther came to the United States in 1846, ana 
located in Wisconsin, becoming one of the 
pioneer settlers of that section, where he fol- 
lowed farming for several vears. It was in 
1855 that the mother crossed the Atlantic, 
and two years later she gave her band in 
marriage to W. J. Kozlovsky, at Manitowoc, 
Unto them were born six chil- 
Anna, wife of Wenzel 


\Wisconsii. 
dren, as follows: 
Eedlick, of Cedar Rapids; Joseph, our sub- 
ject; Mary, wife of V. J. Dvorak, of Cedar 
Rapids; Catherine, wife of Joseph Klima. 
of the same place; Rosa. wife of Frank O. 
Hanlon. also of Cedar Rapids: and one who 
died in infaney. In 1863 the father came to 
Marion, Iowa. and in May, 1865. removed 
his family to that place, where he engaged 
ip the butcher business for some time. Qn 
his removal to Cedar Rapids, in 1869, he 
established what became known as the Cedar 
Rapids House. and conducted that hotel up 
to the time of his death. which occurred Jan- 
vary 13, T894. His wite survived lum a 
few years, August 7, 1898. 

The public schools of Marion and Cedar 
Rapids afforded our subject his early educa- 
tional advantages, and Jater he attended St. 
John’s College at Prairie du Chien, Wiscon- 
sin. On completing his education he re- 
turned to Cedar Rapids and was engaged in 
business with his father for a time. Later 
he embarked in the confectionary and ¢igar 
business on his own account, and continued 
In that line of trade for about five years. In 
1898 Mr. Kozlovsky was elected city mar- 
shal on the Democratic ticket, and so ac- 
ceptably did he fill that office that he was 
re-elected in the spring of 1900 for another 
term of two years. He is widely and favor- 


ablv known, and has many warm friends: 


throughout the citv. He was married Feb- 
ruary 13, 1888, to Miss Magdalena Benesh, 
a native of Bohemia, and they now have a 
pleasant home at No. 209 A avenue east. 

Mr. Kozlovsky is a member of Jehn 
Hus Lodge, No. 52, I. O. O. F., of which 
he is past grand. Also member of B. P. 
O. E. Lodge, No. 251, A. O. U. W., and the 
Bohemian Lodge Prokop, Velky, No. 46, 
C.S.P.S. Also a member of the National 
Association of Chiefs of Police of United 
States and Canada. 


JESSE A. RUNKLE. 


The subject of this sketch, an attorney 
of Cedar Rapids, is a native of Linn county, 
born in Lisbon, July 13, 1863, and is a son 
of Daniel and Elizabeth (Neidig) Runkle. 
His | paternal grandfather was William 
Runkle, who was of German descent and 
made his home in Lebanon county, Penn- 
sylvania, while the maternal grandtather 
was John Neidig, a resident of Dauphin 
county, the same state. Borh of Mr. Runkle's 
maternal great-grandfathers were contet- 
poraries of William Otterbein, the founder 
of the United Brethren in Christ, and are 
mentioned in the early church histories. 

Danie] Runkle, the father of our subject, 
was born in Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, 
and was married in the east to Miss [liza- 
beth Neidig, who:was born in Dauphin coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, January 31, 1828. In 1850 
they came to Linn county, lowa, with a 
colony, which at Pittsburg chartered the 
steamer Belle of the West, having crossed 
the Alleghany mountains in canal boats. 
One condition of the charter was that they 
svere ‘not to travel.on the Sabbath day, so 
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that they might attend divine services at any 
point near their stopping place, the, journey 
heing resumed atter midnight on Sunday 
This boat took fire in the night a few miles 
below Cincinnati, Ohio, and fourteen ot those 
on board were either burned to death or 
drowned. 

On reaching Lisbon, lowa. Danie! Runkle 
and his father-in-law built brick ‘houses 
which are still standing and bear the in- 
scriptions on cement places between the 
upper story windows: * Buuilt-by Daniel and 
Elizabeth Runkle. 1850,” and “Built by John 
and Annie Neidig. 1850.” In 1865 Ar. 
Runkle established business in Lisbon as a 
dealer in agricultural implements and hard- 
ware, and continued to carry on lis store un- 
til hig death, which occurred August 2. T&Q2, 
when he was seventy-two years of age, lis 
remains being interred at Lisbon, His wite 
is still living at the age of seveiity-three 
years, and continues to make her home there. 
He helped to lay out the town and served 
as itg first postmaster, always takang an act- 
‘ve and commendable interest in public atf- 
fairs, and doing all in lis power to advance 
the interests of the community in which he 
lived. He was always an active and faith- 
ful member of the United Brethren church, 
and sustained the relations of a local min- 
‘ster to the Jowa conference. In early days 
he preached nearly every Sunday at various 
places, traveling across the country by team, 
and his services were always given gratu- 


tousiv. lTJe was a man who acted well his 


part in fife, and gained and retained the con- 
fidence, respect and esteem of his fellow citi- 
zens. : 
Jesse \. Runkle passed the days of his 
boyhood and youth in his native town, and 
acquired his primary education in its public 


schools. In 1882 he went to Toledo, Iowa, 
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and attended Western College, completing 
the classical course anc graduating. in 1887 
with the degree of A. B: Several years 
later he entered the law departiment of the 
State University of Iowa at Iowa City, from. 
which he was graduated with the degree.of 
LL. B. in 1893. In November.of that year, 
he located in Cedar Rapids, where he has 
since built up a good general practice, and 
as deputy collector also has charge of a 
branch of the internal revenue office of the 
third district. covering the second divis-on, 
He was married November 28, 188g. to Miss 
Nellie L. Mason. a daughter of Charles and 
Mary <\. She 
was also educated at \Western College. Mr. 
and Mrs. Runkle have one child, Mary 
Elizaleth. They are members of the Con 
eregational church. 


Nason, of Toledo, lowa. 
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CHARLES W. BURTON. 


Cedar Rapids has no more worthy oF 
highly respected citizen than Charles W. 
Burton, who has made lis home here since 
1865, and has been prominently connected 
with its business interests. Tle was born in 
3recton, Chatauqua county, New York, 
on the yth of April, 1827, and 1s of English 
descent, tracing his ancestry back to John 
Burton, who was born in Durham, England, 
in 1646. His son, John, born in 1685, at 
the age of fifteen was. pressed into the Brit- 
ish navy, and was on a man of war for some 
time, being present at the taking ot Gibraltar 
in 1704. After receiving his discharge 
he came to the new world and settled if 
Sutton, Massachusetts, where he died im 
1763. He also had a son John (3), horn im 
Massachusetts in 1726, and who was the 
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father of John (4), the great-grandtather 
of our subject, born in Sutton, September 3. 
i747. The grandfather, Simon Burton, was 
born in Massachusetts, November 19, 1769. 
Hiram Burton, father of our subject, 
was horn in Creydon, New Hampshire, 
November 19, 1799, but was reared in 
Windsor. Vermont. He soldier 
of the war of 1812, together luis 
farher and three brothers and one brother- 
in-law. He was Broc- 
ton, New York, to Miss Harriet Skinner, 
who was born in Chenango county, that 
state. 1. 1805. Her father, Daniel Skinner, 
had renwved trom Connecticut to New 
It was in 1817 
that Hirain Burton took up his residence in 


was 4 
with 


married 3 


York at a very early day. 


Chautaugua county, New York, becoming 
one Ol ifs jnoneers. 
by trade 


He was a millwright 
and built numereus mills in that 
There he died on the 7th of Jan- 
1892, at the age of over 
ninety-two vears, and his wile passed away 
in ior, the remains of both being interred 
inthe North Pertland cemetery. Unto them 
were born six sons und two daugiiters, 
numely : Addison, who is row living retired 
in Rint ev, New York: Linus. 
1885; Charles \W., of this review: en 
W., a resident of Brockton, New York; 
Salmon, who died in 1893; Louisa, a resi- 
dent af Broekton: Cassius, who died at the 
age ot nine years; and Ann, wile of Jedediah 
Johnson, of Ripley, New York. Maria, 4 
cousin of our subject ancl an adopted daugh- 
ter of Hiram Burton died in Chicago, leav- 
ing three daughters, 


secugn. 


uary, aclvatnced 


who died 1 


two of whom are mar- 


ned. while the third has been engaged in 
teaching in that city for nearly twenty 
years, 


In the county of his nativity Charles 


W. Burton grew to manhood, and was edu- 
30 
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After 
leaving school he engaged in teaching in the 
same academy for seven years and in 1861, 
came to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Shortly after 
his arrival here he took charge of the schools 
at Toledo, this state, 
for three years. 


cated in the Fredonia Academy. 


and remained there 
The following year he 
taught in Albia, Monroe county, and in F865 
returned to Cedar Rapids to take charge ot 
the schools of this city, with which he was 
connected for four years, installing the first 
graded course in the city and prescribed the 
studies for each course. ‘Tis was the he- 
ginning af the graded and improved system 
of later years. His course vas used ior 
many years. [Ie was also active in teachers’ 
institute work. In 186g he embarked in 
the a small 
and meeting with success in that venture 
he added to his stock and grounds trom 
year to year, until he was at the head of a 
large and prosperous business, lus trade ex- 
tending through this section of the state. 
He was one of the first to start in Uyvat busi- 
ness in central Iowa, the business continuing 
under the supervision of Lewis H. Burton, 
his son. Tle continued in active business 
along that line unt] 1897, since which ume 
his son has had charge of the nursery. In 
the meantime Alr, 


nursery |usiness on scale, 


Burton had become in- 
terested in the insurance business, a8 a repre- 
sentative of the Mutual Lire of New York, 
and in the past thirty years has done a large 
business tor thar company in Cedar Rapids, 
where there are now about five Tundred 
policy holders. He also writes fire insur- 
ance, anc does a good business in that line. 

At Fredonia, New York, Alr. Gurton 
was married, April 15, 1858, to Miss Elelen 
Walker, a native of that state, 
reared and educated at Fredonia. 
Ave children: Alice, an 


who was 
They 


have aflist: 
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Allen, who holds a responsible business 
position im Nansas City, Missouri; Her- 
bert, a prominent lawyer of lowa City. 


who is a graduate of the Strate University 
and also of the law school; Helen, who 
holds the position ot private secretary 
10 the postmaster of Cedar Rapids; 
Lewis, who now has charge of his father’s 
nursery business and lives near the city. 
Mr, Burton attended the lirst meeting of 


HOW 


anid 


Suciety, 
and beeame an active member and worker 
In that organization abaut 1878. He served 


the Southeastern Horticultural 


two years as president of the Southeastern 
Tlortteultural Society, and later was elected 
secretary, Which pusition he fillet for rhe 
long period of fifteen vears, still holding 
that position. He has been proiminenr- 
Iv identined with that society from its in- 
has wateled= with tterest 


ception, and 


its growth until it ts now one of the 
leading societies of the kind in the state. 
Each vear with the four other secieties of 
the state is pubhshed a volume devoted 
to the horticultural interests of the state, 
and as seeretary Alr. Burton has had an 
WMpurtant pare. 

Poliueally Ar. Burton was originally 
ain old line Whig, but jomed the Republi- 
can party on its organization in 1856, and 
has since supported all of ifs presidenual 
nominces. He served two veurs as justice 
of the peace and was a member of the city 


Educa- 


tional affairs have always claimed lus at- 


counell for the same length of tine. 


tention, and for several vears he was an el- 
of the 
He is connected with the Universal 


feient and valued member schioul 
hoard. 
ist chureh, of Cedar Rapids. He is a mem- 
her of Crescent Lodge, No. 25, A. F. & A. 
M.. having been made a Alasan by For- 


rest Lodge, No. 166, in the winter of 1856. 
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and of the Chapter, R. A. ML, having 
served two years as high priest of the chap- 
ter at Cedar Rapids. in 189g he prepared 
and published a genealogical record of the. 
Burton family. dating back over two hun- 
dred and titty vears. He has always cheer- 
fully given his support to any enterprise 
whielt he believed would prove of public 
good; his name ts a synonym for honorable 
usitiess dealing: and on the rolls of Linn 
county's representative citizens lis name 
He built a 
fine home, 837 Tifth avenue, in 1869, where 


should be among the toremost. 
he still lives. 


i es 


THOMAS HO’ LE, 


For over thirty years the subject of this 
sketch was one af the most active and en- 
terprising farmers of Brown township. hav- 
the spring of 
life im 


ing ceme to this county im 
1865. but is now jiving a reured 
Whittier. 
horn in Chester county, on the roth of Jan- 
uairy, 1820, and is a’son of John Hoyle, who 


He is a native of Pennsylvania, 


was born in England and on lis emigra- 
tion to America about 1779 Incated in the 
In 1823 the father removed 
with his family to Ohio, and became one ot 
the early settlers of Jelferson county, where 


KNevstune State. 


for thirteen years he engaged in farming 
on rented land and then purchased property, 
spending the remainder of lus life in that 
He died at the ripe old age ot 
eighty vears. 


comity. 


Thomas Ifovle grew to manhood on the 
ald homestead. and in rhe spring of 1842 was 
united in marriage with Miss Hannab V. 
Vail a native of Belmont county. Ohio. 
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Unto them were born two suns: Joseph L., 
who is now engaged in farming and the 
breeding of thoroughbred Jersey cattle in 
Brown township: and Willian G., a car- 
penter and joiner of Whittier. 

During the first eight years of Ins mar- 
riage, Mr. Tloyle was engaged in farnung 
on renter! land in Jefferson county, and then 
removed to Columbiana county, Ohio, where 
he hought a small farm and uperated the 
same for seven years. On selling that place 
he removed to Belmont county, where he 
purchased eighty aeres of land, and to tts 
cultivation he deveted his time and atten- 
tion until coming to Linn ceunty, Towa, im 
the spring of F865. Here he purehased 
one lumdred and twenty aeres of land in 
Marion township and one hundred and forty- 
For three 
vears lle made lis home on the former tract 
and then moyed across the road to that part 
of his farin lying in Brown tewnship. When 
it caine into his possession it was mostly wild 
prairie. but a few acres had been placed under 
the plow aud a part of it had been fenced. 
There was also a small house upen the lace 
and an “lowa stable.” 


six acres in) Brown townslip. 


With characteristic 
energy he at ance turned his attention to its 
Turther improvement and syon had the entire 
tract under adugh stite of cultivation, Upon 
his land in Brown township he erected a 
pleasant residenee, good barns and outhuild: 
Ings. and inade many other improvements 
Which added greatly to its value and attract- 
Ive appearance. He was also interested it 
raising at good erie of horses, eattle. sheer: 
wul hogs, and found that braach of his busi- 
nes quite profitable. On selling his fany 
mM 1896. he lonelit property ia Woiuttier, 
consisting of six acres of land with 2 howse 
Whielt he has sinee enlarged and remodeled. 
making a most eamformble home, where he 
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and his wife expect to spend their remaiming 
days enjuying the fruits of former labor. 
In 1&92 they celebrated their golden wed- 
ding surrounded by their children and many 
friends, who presented them many 
handsome and useful gifts on that Joyous 
Occasion. 

By birthright both Mr. and Mrs. Hoyle. 
are members of the Society of Friends. and 


with 


are now connected with the Friends church 
at Whittier. Politically he was frst a Wiig, 
supporting General Zachary Taylor for the 
presidency in S44. but since the formation 
of the Republican party he has affihated with 
that great political organization. The suc- 
vess of his life is due to no inherited fortune, 
or to any happy suecession of advantageous 
circumstances, but to his awn sturdy will, 
steady application, tireless industry and ster- 
There is probably no ene im. 
the community where he lives held mn Ingher 
regard than Thomas Hove. 


ling integrity. 


STEPHEN JACKSON, 


Stephen Jackson, deceased, was one ot 
the pioneers of Iowa, having come to lis 
state in 1857, and for a number of years 
was one of the honored and highly respected 
citizens of Linn county. He was born im 
Columbiana county, Olio, on the 31st at 
May. 1817, and was reared upon a farm i 
his native county. On reaching manhood 
he was united in marriage with Miss Eliza- 
heth Roberts, a native of Belmonr county. 
Ohio. 

As previously stated, Mr. Jackson came 
in Marshall county. where he purchased: 
to fowa in 18357 and took up his residence 
a farm of two hundred acres near Alarshall- 
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town, Which he broke, fenced and nuproved. 
He erected thereon a goud set of farm build- 
ings and transformed the place into a most 
valuable and beautiful farm, 

While residing there Mr. Jackson lost 
1860. Uni them were 
born eight children, of whom seven are still 
living. Returning to Oliv, he was again 
married im Alorrow county June 26, 1867, 


his first wite 1 


his second won being with Aliss Frances 
I. Wood. a native of that county, whe had 
been aequamted with Alr. Jackson when he 
young Hey fatlier, Isradl 
Wood, was born in Clintan eounty, New 
York, April 4, 1797, and in early manhood 
went to Olio and settled in Morrow county, 
where he wedded Mary Vhurston, also a 
native ot the [2mpire state. She died in 
1862, and he departed this life November 
rT; 287% 


aul was wie of the most substantial and 


Was a Wad. 


By accupauion he was a farmer 


father was Jonathan Wood, also one of the 
Flis 
The 


ancl 


presperous men oof lis eummunity, 
pioneers wt Alorrow county. Ohio. 
Humerous ceseendants of the Aloster 
Wood bunuilies, wha were among the eare 
liest settlers of that county, have formed an 
association and hall an annual reunion 
Uy Ins sceond marriage Afr. Jack- 
sun had two children, namely: Israel E., 
a busmess man. of Springville, Jowa, who 
is married and has one son, Julian; and 
Aarie. married H. J. Holloway, a 
business mun, of Marion, and hes one son, 
iarolil. 

Mr. Jaekson continued to successfully 
engage im agricultural pursuits in Marshall 
county undil T88s8, when he came te Linn 
county ane purchased a farm near Whittier. 
In Brown township. 


rhere. 


Whe 


ITe made a number 
of valuable and useful improvements upon 


this place, inelucing the erection of a neat 


RS 


and commodiuns residence, where lus widow 
now He hoine there 
until his death, winch occurred October 20, 


resides, made [ts 
1yoo, and his remains were interred in the 
Friends’ cemetery at \Wittier. By birth- 
right he was a member of the Society of 
Friends, and during lis residence in this 
county was connected with the church at 
Whittrer, in which he served as elder for 
some tune. In lus political views Mr. 
Jacksuu was first a Whig and later a Re- 
pubhean, and, having alwavs been a, be- 


Hever and thie 


supporter of 
altlate 


party tur sume vears. 


lemiperance 
Prohibition 
He led an honorable, 


catise, ‘he with the 
upright and useful life, and wherever known 
was held in high ree@ard. His estinable 
wite still survives him and is aiso a faithful 
and consistent member of the Society of 
Friends. 





FRED W. GILCHRIST. 


Grant township has no niuire energetic 
Or progressive farmer than Fred \W, Gil 
christ. whose heme is on section 1g. He 
was born in that township, and is a sou of 
Corydon and Rebecca (Leonard) Gilehrist. 
The father was born in Oswego county, 
New York, \ugust 22, 1828. and was a son 
ot Daniel AL. and Elizabeth (Schooumaker) 
Gilchrist. Daniel M. Gilehrist was born 
in, Argyle, Washington county, New York, 
i 1800, of Scottish parentage, and lived 
tu the ave of seventy-two vears, while his 
wile was born in Flatbush, Nings county, 
New York, in 1805. and died at the home 
of a son i Strawberry Point, Clayron 
county, Iowa, in Mareh, 1882, at the age at 
seventy-seven years. About 1838 they re- 
moved to Minors, becoming early settlers of 
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De Kalb county, where he opened up a farm. 
There Corydon Gilchrist grew to manheed, 
and in 1856 caine to Linn county, Towa, lo- 
cating in what is now Grant township, where 
he became the owner of a fine farm of three 
hundred and twenty aeres. In connection 
with the operation of his land he also car- 
ried ou the lumber business at Walker for 
some vears, and was one of the wealthy and 


He 


was a staneh Democrat in polities, and Alled 


substantial citizens of his community. 


various public positions of honor and trust, 
serving as county supervisor for a number of 
Th. Afarch, t§57, he svededed Mar 
earet Davis. whe died March 20. 1863, 


vears. 


leavinw three children. Lawrence, Florence 
He 
\864. hits second union bemg with 


and Alargaret. Was again married 
Apri &, 
Rebecea Leonard. who was born in Hunter- 
don county. New Jersey, June 24, 18—. and 
hed T874. By that marriage 
were also horn three children, Frank ML. 
Fred \W. and Mary E. On the erst of De- 
ceainber, i876, the father married Olive 
Phelps. whe was born in Kane county, TMh- 
Of the three chil- 
dren born af this umoen Arthur and Edith 
are now cleceased, winile Geraldine is) still 
ving, 


\iarel 22. 


fies, Nite eh. ag: 


Vive father died in 1893. 

The district schools of his uacive town- 
ship afforded our subject his edueational 
privileges, and he early acquired an excel- 
lent knowledge of agricultural pursuits while 
assisting his father inihe labors of the farm. 
At the age af twenty-three he started out 
In life for himself as a farmer, operating 
one hundred and sixty acres of land on see- 
fon 19, Grant township, which he rented 
of tis father, and which came into his pos- 
Session alter the father’s death. He has 
made a number of improvements upon the 
place. and now has a very desirable farm. 


aia 


He is engaged in the raising of buth grain 
und stock, keeping a high grade of cattle 
and thoroughbred Poland China hogs, and 
he also gives considerable attention to the 
rusing of Plymouth Rock chickens for 
breeding and market purposes. 

On the 24th of March, 1898, Mr. Gil- 
christ was united im marriage with Miss 
Clara Heddinger, who is the eldest in a tam- 
ily of four children, her parents being James 
and Jane (Speke) Heddinger, botit natives 
of lowa. In his political views Mr. Gil- 
christ is an ardent Democrat, and he takes 
a deep and commendable interest in public 
affairs, as American 
should. He is well known and quite popu- 
lar in the community where he resides. 


every true citizen 


weep 





GEORGE G. GRUPE. 


Numbered athnong tlie capable and pro- 
gressive business men of Cedar Rapids ts 
George G. Grupe, manager of Laagomar- 
cing & Company, wholesale fruits. and a 
member of the Arm. He claims Towa as 
his native state, his birth having occurred 
in Burlington, in 1867. His parents, Nich- 
olas P. and Lydia (Hartley) Grupe, were 
born in Berlin, Pennsylvatna, and were mar- 
ried in that state. In 1843 they removed to 
urlington, Towa, where the father engaged 
in business as a painter and decorator for 
many years, but has now retired from active 
labor. The mother died in Alarch. i899, 
hers being the first death to occur in’ the 
family. All of their seven elildren are stl 
living. 

George G..Grupe received lis early ed-= 
ication in the common sclicols of lis nis 
tive place, and at the age of twelve years 
hegan lus jusiness career as a helper to a 
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Later he entered an insur- 
ance office. and did office work for four 
years. «At the end of that time he became 
connected with the firm of Laagomaremo & 


paper hanger. 


Company, taking charge of their retail frutt 
store at Burlington, Lowa. and subsequently 
spent one vear en the road selling baking 
powder, spices and colfees for the Burling- 
ton branch of EK. E. Andrews & Company. 
of Milwaukee, also working there as book- 
keeper and conidential clerk for a time. 
At the age of twenty-one Ar. Grupe 
returned to the employ at Laagomarcing & 
Cempany at Burlington, Iowa, where he 
remained six vears and a half, and on the 
4th of October. 1894, came to Cedar Rapids 
to open their branch louse at tins place. 
The first 
year the business amounted to about one hun- 


af which he has since had charge. 


dred thousand dollars.and the house was rep- 
resented on the road by one traveling: sales- 
man. but under the able management ef our 
suljject the business has increased so rapid- 
Ty thar new seven traveling salesmen are 
emploved and the business amounts to about 
three hundred thousand dollars per year. 
The eympany has a cold storage plant and 
a track of their awn at Cedar Rapids. and 
furnish employment te twenty-two men and 
women, The suecess of the concern at this 
place is mamty due to the well-cirected ef- 
forts af our subject. who is a man of keen 
diserimmation. sound judgment and untir- 
ing perseverance. In politics he is a Re- 
publican, and svctally is a member of the 
Knights of Pethias fraternity, 

Mr. Grupe was married in 1893 to Miss 
Grace Greenweod De Lashmutte. also a na- 
tive of Burlington. and oa daughter of 
Mathias J. and Flavia (Arnald)} De Lash- 
mutte, whe are new living in California. 


Her father removed to Burlington m Peas, 
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and was one of che earliest settlers of this: 


state. In lis family were nine cluldren, five: 


ef whom are sull living. 





JOUN E. HODGIN. 


Among the thritty and progressive ag- 
niculturists ef Brown township is num- 
hered John EE. Hodgin, who resides on sec- 
lion 


county since the fall of r&61, 


1S, and has made hts home in this 
lake many 
of the best ertizens of this locality he came 
from Ohio, beme born in Belmont county, 
170, Hig father, Eh 
Hodgin. was born in Georgia. in 1798, and 


November 12. 


was a son vt Samuel Hodein. who removed 


with his family to Olio about r8o4 and 
settled in Belmont county, where he cleared 
There Eli Hodgin 


erew to manhood and marrie! Miss Mary 


and unproved a farm. 


Engle. a native of that county. and a daugh- 
ter of Caleb Engle. wlio was also one of 
After 
farming in that state for many years Eh 


the pioneers of Belmont county. 
Hodgin joined his children in Jowa, and 
for some time Lived on a farm in Brown 
township, Linn county, but his last days 
were spent in the present town of Whittier, 
where he dhed in the summer of r&885. when 
His first 
wife and mother of our subject died in 
Ohio in 1840, and he subsequently married 
wean. 

John FE. Hodgin passed the days of Ins 
bovhood and vouth on the old farm, and re: 
ceived a good practical education in the 
common schools af that lecaliry and. the 
Friends Pr arding School. He siibsequently 
engiuged mm teaching school for some years, 
both in Ohie and Towa. On the 31st ol 


nearly eighty-seven vears of age. 
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October, 1855, he was married in Morgan 
county. Ohiv, to Aliss Tamer D. Vernon, 
who was also born in Belmont county, but 
was mostly reared and educated in Athens 
county, that state. Her parents were Ie 
and Eliza (Hanson) Vernon. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Hedgin were born seven children, 
of whom two died in infaney, while Jesse 
died when a young man, Those living are 
Mary. wife of Thomas Thomason, who new 
owns the vld home farm of seventy acres; 
Rachel. wife of Barton D. Coppuck. a sub- 
stantial farmer of Brown this 
Elz, fol- 
lows farming in the same township: and 


townslup. 


COUITLY : who is married and 
Edgar, who served for five years in the 
regular army, and is now employed in the 
United States arsenal at Ruck Island, [h- 
NOs. 

After his marriage Mr. Hudgin  tol- 
lowed farming in) Morgan county, Ohno, 
until the fall of 1861, when he came to 
Linn county, lowa, driving across the coun- 
try ina covered wagon. lor two years 
after locating here he engaged in farming 
on rented land. and then purchased forty 
acres where the present town of \Whittier 
now stands, but a year later he sold that 
place and bought eighty aeres of raw prairie 
Under his care- 
dul management acre after acre was Ssoott 
placed under the plow, fences were built 


Dur- 


wwe this time he lived in a log heuse tor 


land where he now res.des. 


and ther improvements were made. 


several years, and then erected fis present 
neat and substantial residence. He has a 
hne orchard and maple grove which he 
planted from the seed, and has also set out 
a grove of catalpas. making his farm one 
of the most beautiful and attractive places 
mn the locality. Por the past ten or twelve 
years he has given considerable attention 
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to the culture of small fruits, for which he 
finds a ready sale in the home market, and 
also raises a high grade of stock. For sev- 
eral years after coming to this county he 
engaged in teaching school during the win- 
ter term, and in all his undertakings has 
met with marked success. 

Originally Mr. Hodgin was a Republi- 
can in polities, supporting John C. Fremont 
for the presidency in 1856. but for many 
years he has been identified with the Pro- 
hibition party, and has heen an earnest ad- 
vocate of its principles. He served one term 
as assessor of his town, but has never cared 
for political honors. Both he and his wile 
were bern and reared in the Society of 
Friends and were among the first to unite 
with the church at Whittier. For forty 
years they have made their home in this 
county, and during their early residence 
here experienced many of the hardships aid 
Ot 


worth and strict integrity. they are honored 


privations of pioneer lite. sterling 


and respected by all who know them. 


JOHN W. GRIFFITH. 


John \W. Grilfith is a successful veter- 
inary surgeon of Cedar Rapids. whose othce 
‘< located at No. r21 North Second sereet. 
He was born in St. George. Brant county, 
Canada, December 2. 186g, and is a son of 
William and Mary (Ning) Griffith. also 
hatives of that country and farming people. 
Our subject's maternal vrandiather, John 
King, was bern in Scotland. and was alse 
My. Grifnth 1s 
one of a family of seven children, of whom 
George, Jane, William and Herbert all chief 
‘> Canada. and Cyrus are! Lavina still live 


a farmer by occupat.on. 


en the old homestead there. 


Ofg 


During his boyhood Dr. Griffith attend- 
ed the district schools of Canada, and atter 
completing Ins literary educatuin entered 
the Ontario Veterinary College. at Toronto, 
Canada, where he was a student for about 
three vears, and was graduated from that 
Instiftuuion my 1892, with the degree of V. 
s. Immediately after his graduation he 
comunenced the practice of lis profession 
at St. George, Canada, but in 1894 removed 
to Cedar Rapids. where he has since been 
I constant practice, and has met with ex- 
cellent sueceess. Tle receives a very large 
patrunage, and hag the coniidence of all 
with 


meets socially, 


Whom he has business dealings or 
Tle now owns an interest 
wz the livery and feed barn where his office 
if leeated., 

In 1899 Dr. Gritith smarried Miss Eliza- 
beth Weng, a daughter of George N. We- 
mg, whose sketch appears on another page 
child, 


of this volume. They lave one 


George Wilham., The Ductur was appoint- 
ed by Governor Drake and later by Gov- 
erner Shaw ag assistant state veterinary 
surgem, and also assistant dairy inspector 
of Cedar Rapids. which «affices he is now 
capably and satisfactorily Alling.  Frater- 
nally he is a member of Crescent Lodge, 
No, 25, F. & A. AL; Cedar Rapids Ledge, 
fea. (ict. 1, O. O=F. FL; the Wandinen of 
the World, No. 124; and the Nights of 
Pythias. No. gS. He is now past noble 
grand in the Odd Fellows Lodge. and is a 
iberal contributer to chureh and = charita- 


ble work. 





CULO BL HEARY HB. ROOD, 


One of the most prominent and widely 
Linn Colonel 
Rood, of Aft. Vernem. whe served with dis- 


knewi men of county is 
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linetion in the Civil war aml has been. an 
His 


popularity is well deserveil, as in him are 


unportant factor im business circles. 


embraced the characteristies of an unbend- 
ing integrity, unabated energy and mdustry 
that never flags, and as a public-spirited 
cizen he is thoroughly interested in what- 
ever tends to promote the moral, intellect- 
unl and material welfare of the commun- 
ity. 
He 


nm Sew 


was born in) Washington cédn- 
York. rs41. and 
was named ter President Harrison. lus fa- 


February 6. 


ther being a stanel. supporter of the Whig 
party. His parents Nathaniel 
Merey (Nye) Rood, who nade their home 
i Washington county throughout lite The 


were anil 


father was born in the town of Greenwich, 
amd om early Ite followed scheol teaching, 
hut later engaged in avricultural pursuits. 
He served as commissioner of deeds for Ins 
county and alsa as justice of the peace, be- 
ing elected to the latter otlice in 1840 bv an 
overwhelming majority, although lis town- 
fact 
which indicated his personal popularity. In 
lis tamiy were ten children. 

Colonel Rood acquired lis elementary 
education in the common schools af New 
York. fle was left an orphan when quite 
young, and at the age of fifteen vears came 
to Nevada, Iowa. where he attended school 
While there he learned the 
and brick mason’s 
trade. and assisted in building the hrst court 
heuse and the frst school building at that 


ship was strongly  Democratie— 


two winters. 
plasierer’s and stone 


place, besides many private residences. 


Tie followed that occupation until the win 


ter of 1859-60, when he taught school im 
the Ballard district of Tlaward township, 
Stary county. and in Mareh, 1860, came 
en foot fram Nevada to Cedar Rapids, and 
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from there to Mt. Vernon, for the purpose 
of securing a better education in Cornell 
College. where he continued his stucies un- 
ti] aiter the Civil war broke out. 

Prompted by a spirit of patriotism, our 
subject enlisted September 15. Is864r, in 
Company A, Thirteenth Lowa Volunteer Fn- 
and was elected second beutenant 
ith of October. 
April 20, 


fantry. 
ou tlie He was commis- 
sioned first jreuteneait 1862. 
served as acting adjutant from the roth of 
July, 1862, until the 22nd of the following 
January. 
lle was mentioned in the ofheial re- 


anid 


when fe was commissioned acl ]u- 
tatit. 
ports for gallant and efficient discharge ol 
t Atlanta. July 22. 1864. During the 
1863 and 1864 he served 
as judge advocate of the fourth division of 


duty at 


Winter oat 


the Seventeenth Army Carps, and was de- 
tailed as mustering officer on the staff ot 
Gen. Frank P. Blair. 1864. 
serving in that capacity until the ¢lose of 
his service, November 1, 1864. 

After heing discharged from the army, 
Colonel Rood to «6OCMt. «Vernon, 
and in the spring of 1866 embarked 1m 
seneri with Dr. 
Armstrong, name of 


i Seprember, 


returned 


merchandising 
fri 
which partnership 
when George W. 
Arimstrong’s  11- 
changed {0 


under the 
&  Roarnl, 
until t&78 


Armstrong 
continues] 

r ; 
\ oun 
1erest. 


purehased  Alr. 
and the 
Rood & Young. and the business changed 
to clathine and merchant tailoring. Ja 
April, 1g00, William Wileax hought a Tal! 
interest in the business, which 1s now cat- 
riel cu under the firnt name of Rood. 
Young & Wilcox, In 1875. on account of 
impaired health fram close confinement iii 
the store 


Mane Was 


Colonel Rood ennimenced travel- 
Me us it suleecitns far the clothing house of 
Freeland, Harding & Loomis, of Boston, 


J. M.. 
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his territory being the state of Iowa, and on 
the Ist of January, 1877, he made an en- 
gagement with H. A. Kolin & Brothers, now 
ohn Bros., wholesale clothiers of Chicago, 
whom he still represents on the road. During 
all this time he has retained his connection 
with the business interests of Mt. Vernon, 
and on the 1st of February, 1893. purchased 
a third interest in the Mt. Vernon Bank, 1n 
James Carson andl 
yvice-presi- 


connection with Dr. 
William M. Smith, 
dent. a position which he still hells. 

On the 24th of August, 1863. he 
tnarried Miss Frances I. Armstrong, who 
was born in Carroll county, Olno, June 
2, 144, and was a daughter af Dr I 
M. and Naney Jane (\Westfall) Armstrong. 
the former a native of western Pennsylva- 
nia, the latter of Columbiana county. Olio. 
She is one of a family of five eluldren ancl 
also has a half sister. Of the seven children 
born to the Colonel and his wife those liv- 
ing are Luella, J. -\{bert and Anna Delle. 

Colonel Roo has always taken an active 
and commendable interest i pubhe affairs. 
and has never withheld his support from 
would 


becoming 


any enterprise which he heleved 
prove of public benefit. Tn 1867 
elected a member of the board of trustees 
of Cornell College. and the following year 
was made secretary of the hoard, a posi- 
tion whieh he still retains. Upon the death 
of Henry -\. Collin, in November, 18gt, he 
was made Treasurer, and is still holding that 
He is also a member of the Ex- 
On the 14th of June, 
degree of 


he was 


office. 
ecutive Comnittee : 
1g00, was granted the honorary 
A. M., by the college. 

Tn company with twenty-Owve others Cal- 
onel Rood assisted in organizing the civic 
lenown as Crockers Iowa Brigade. 
and he- 


society, 
at Muscatine, Iowa, June 9. 1881 


o18 





came its first recording secretary. In 1883 
he was elected corresponding secretary of 
the organization, and in 1891, upon the 
death of Gen. W. AV. Belknap, he became 
president, and has since been elected bienial- 
Jy to that position up to the present time. 
He also belongs to the Sons of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, being entitled to member- 
ship in that order through his grandfather, 
Daniel Rood. who was a member of the first 
militia company organized in Bennington, 
Vermont, and participated in the battle of 
Bennmgton. He under Colonel 
stark, the noted commander of the Green 
Mountain Boys, and remained a member ef 
the company as late of 1784. 

In religious faith Colonel Rood 
Methodist. and has been an earnest and con- 
sistent member of that church since 1868. 
Pohtically he is a staneh Republican, but 
has never been a candidate for office. though 
he served as presidential elector for the filth 


served 
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district af Iowa in 1goo, and was delegate 
to the Republican National convention in 
1888. Colonel Rood is especially honored, 
and will be best remembered by his fellow 
citizens of Mount Vernon for his faith in 
the growth of the town and college, and 
the time. labor and means he has used to 
promote their advancement. In i8yo. when 
the town seemed to be unable to respond 
to the growth of the college and the country, 
though possessed of but moderate means 
he erected a group of attractive cottages, 
which were all rented before completion ly 
new and desirable families, demonstrating 
that i only needed faith and effort to give 
the town a new growth in keeping with its 
Opportunities > from thar time the town has 
gone steadily forward each vear. 


port of the same battle. says: 
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CONDENSED MILIBARY' BISTORY. 


Rood, Henry H., Pvt. Co. A, 13th lowa 
Infy. Vols., Sept. 15.61: 2 Lt. Oct. 18 64: 
i Lt. April 20, "62: Act. Ad}. July 10, 62, 
he fam. .22, “6g; tonid el, Jan 2a, 63. 
Col. John Shane, 13th lowa Infantry Vols., 
in his report of the battle of July 22, r86y, 
before Atlanta, Ga., savs: "I can not close 
this report without acknowledging my in- 
debtedness to Adjutant Rood. Seret.-Major 
Alvers, ain] the line officers of the regiment 
who ably seconded and assisted in all the 
movements of the command: and who bore 
themselves throughout the trying scenes as 
Colonel 
Willtam Hall commanding the brigade, 3rd 
Brig., 4th Div., 17th Army Corps, in his re- 
“Where all 
athcers and men devotedly did their whole 


brave men and gallant officers.” 


duty, [| can make special mention of but 
few Adjutants Ning, 15th Towa, 
Prescott. 11th lawa, and Road, 13th Towa, 
lor gallant and effictent service.” Served 
as judge advocate, 4th Div.. 17th Army 
Corps. during winter al °63-64; detailed as 
mustering aflicer on General Blair's. staff 
atter Atlanta campaign: mustered out Nov. 
1, ‘64; Lt.-Col, aid Ax-D.-C,, Feb, 12, ‘8a; 
staff Gov. B. R. Sherman, special A.-D.- 
C., May 22. '86; Inspector-General, May 
S. 89; term expired Mav 1, ‘go; Col. and 
A\.-D.-C., Feh. 1, ‘96: Quartermaster-Gen., 
Feh. 1. 98, with rank of Col. 

Crocker’s lowa Drigade was organized 
April 27, 1862, at Pittsburg Landing. Ten- 
nessee, the fortieth birthday of Gen. Grant, 
wud was composed of the rth, rath, rth 
and 16th Jowa Veteran Volunteer Infantry. 
All ot the regiments had fought at Sliloh, 
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though not Uren brigaded together, with an 
aggregate - in the four regiments Of 757 
Gen. J. Hickenlooper, its 
commander, “Vhe theatre ot 
whose operations embraced a territory con- 


melt. last 


says otf 


tinental in its dimensions, cov erg an are 
ten times greater than that of the United 
Kingda of Great Britain. Actually mareh- 
ing over 6,000 miles, your feet pressed the 
soil of every southern state, but three. and 
trampled into dust the meteor wreck of a 
Your 


uufurled in the capitals of six Confederate 


lost cause. vietorious banners were 


states: and were the first to wave in tri- 
ymph over the birthplace uf secession. Like 
your btur- 
nished arms have elistened m the swamps 


the scales of a mighty serpent, 


oi the Mississippi valley, over the moun- 
tain ranges of the Alleghanies, and along 
Atlantic.” 

Uneler the brilliant Jeadership of the ed- 


ucatecl 


the shores of the broad 


soier and strict disciphnarian, 


Cracker; the quiet. undemonstrative and 


resolute Reed; the self-reliant. 

promising and exacting Chambers; 
petugus, seli-willed and gallant Hall 
brave, accomplished and whole-seuled Bel- 


“battle” 


uwun¢oM- 
the jni- 
or the 


knap, everywhere! and at all times. 
and “vietury” heeame synonymous words. 
On April 24. 1865. 
davs after it was organized as a brigade. 1t 
was reviewed by General Grant at Raleigh. 


three years less three 


North Carolina. Its heroic story is best 
told by the following marches. battles. 
sieves and campaigns. participated in. by 
Crocker’s lowa Brigade: Shiloh, April 6th 
and 7th, 1862: Bolivar. July 27th, 1862; 
luka, September 2st, 1862: Corinth, Octo- 


ber Srl anh ath, 
Miss., 
paten, 
Mee! 


1862: March to Moriroe, 
November 29, 1862; Vicksburg caim- 
Apri! to July 4th, 1863: March to 
luniesville, Ga., May 29, 1863; March 
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to Monroe. La., August 29th, 1863; March 
to Jackson, Miss.. July 3th to rSth, 1863: 
Meridian Expedition, February, 1864; 
Kenesaw Mountain, June 27th, 1864; Nick- 
ajack Creck, July 3d, 4th and sth, 1864; 
Atlanta, July 21st, 22d, and 28th, 1864; 


Atlanta Campaign, June to September, 


1864; “Marrh to the Sea,” Nov. 15th to 
Dec. 215¢, L864: Savannah, December 2.st, 
1864; March Through the Carolinas, Janu- 
ary to April, 1865; Col lumbia. Pebruary 
r6th and i7th, 1865; Bentonville, Mareh 
goth and 2ist, 1865; Raleigh, April 13th, 
1865; Grand sage Washington, Alay 


2aith. 1865. The present officers of the 
Brigade Ge Et 2 Rood, president; D. \W- 
Bushnell, Cor. See.; C. W. Kepler, Ree. 
Sec. ; Petey Niene, Jr., Treas. 
WILLIAM €. BYERS, 
Among the gallant defenders of the 


Union during the war of the Rebellion was 
this well-known engineer on the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail road, now 
He was born 
Pennsyl- 


residing in Cedar Rapids. 
in Greencastle, Franklin connty. 
vania, March g, 1844, a sen of Martin and 
Margaret (Cline) Byers, who were natiyes 


of the same state and came west in 1865, 
locating on a farm i Linn county, Towa, 
about cight miles east of Marion. ‘The 


mother 
thrown from a wagon and breaking her 
1865. The tather sat- 


was accidentally killed by bemg 


neck, in September, 
vived iineteen years. 

William C. Byers 
of his native 


attended the cannon 


schools eiate until fourteen 
age and then learned ithe bent 


He next entered 


years Ot 
and shoemaker s tracle. 
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the machine shop of Crowl & Davidson. at 
Greencastle, where he worked abuut three 
yeurs as an apprentice. Hardly had the 
echoes from Fort Sumter’s guns ‘lied away 
when he joined the bovs in blue. enlisting 
on the 2oth of April, 1861, at Harrisbure. 
Pennsylvania. in Company C, Second Penn- 
sylvaina Volunteer Infantry. On the ex- 
piration of his term of enlistment he re- 
turned home, but later re-enlisted) fer nine 
months in Company hk. One [lundred and 
Pe 


participated tn the battles of Falling Water. 


Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Regiment. 


Marnnsburg. Harpers Perry. the secon 
battle of Bull Run, Antietam, White Plains. 
snickers Gap, Fredericksburg, Chancellars- 
ville and Gettysburg. He was titken pris- 
nained = ecugagement 
and reeaptured by Colonel Dalyreen. He 
lis 1wo 
brothers, Charles and George. were also 
soldiers, the latter being a member ef the 
same company as our subject. He was 
killed at the battle of Frederieksbure. and 
Charles lost his life at the battle of the 
Wilderness. 


oner during: the Just 


was discharged at Harrisburg. 


Before leaving Pennsvivania, Mr. Byers 
was married October 8, 1863. tu Miss Lu- 
creua C. Conrad, also a native of Shady 
Grove, Franklin county. that state, and a 
daughter af Jacolh and Mary (Nevsev ) 
Conrad. She is one of a family of ten 
children, but only three of the number are 
now Iiving. Six children were born to our 
suliject and his wife, namely: (1) Sherman 
WW. died in intaney. (2) Shannon MM. an 
engineer on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad. Lisrettit 
Mivers. and they have three children, Will 
iam, Harry and Ruth. (3) Earle is new 
assistant bookkeeper for Rea & Company 
at Dittsburg, Pennsylvania, and also plays 


Muarrivel 
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the pipe organ in the Christian chureh in 
that eitv. He was seleeted as a delegate 
from thar place to the musical convention 
held in rgo0. (4) Edward is employed in 
a drug store mt Cedar Rapids. (5) Carl 
is connected with a wholesale harness and 
siddlery establishment in Omaha, Nebraska. 
One died in infaney. 

In the spring af 1864 Mr. Byers came 
to Linn county, Iewa, and for a time en- 
Litter he carried on the 
bout and shoe business at Springville for 


gaged in farming. 


about six vears, and then accepted a }OSI- 
Lion as locmmotive fireman on the Dulugque 
& Southwestern Railroad, with whieh he 
On the 16th 
ut September, 1872, he entered the service 
ot the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroad, and after firing for three years 


Was connected fur two vears. 


Was promoted to engineer on a_ freight 
tram, which position he filled for three years 
wil for the past nineteen vears has been on 
the best passenger runs on the ruad and is 
now about the ninth aldest man pulling a 
train on the road. 

Religiousty Mr.and Mrs. Byers are mem- 
bers of the Trinity. Methedist Episcopal 
church, and they have made their home at 
124 (Cr avenue, \Vest Cedar Rapids, for 
eighteen years. He is also a member or 
Order of United Warkinen, 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Engmeers, and the Masonie fraternity, 
Crescent Lodge, No. 25. and Trowel Chap- 
ter, NO. 49, and is a stockhulder of the 
Masonic Temple at Cedar Rapids. The Re- 


the Ancient 


pubhean party has always found in him a 
Stanel) supperter of its principles, and he 
has taken a ver¥ active and inUuential part 


in public affairs, serving as a delegate 
to five mtervational conventions of the 


Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen aud 
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While a 


resident of Springville, he served as school 


numerous political cofventions. 
direetur one year, and constable Qwo years, 
and since coming to Cedar Rapids has rep- 
resented the eighth ward in the city council, 
twice being elected on the Republican ticket, 
although it is the strongest Democratic 
wird in the city, being chairman of the side- 
walk and street committee for three years. 
His election plainly indicates his personal 
popularity and the confndence and trust re- 


posed him by his fellow citizens. 


THOMAS PEARSON. 


Prominent among the early settlers aud 
representative citizens of Brown townsliup 
ig Thumas Pearson, who owns and operates 
a fine farm of one lumdred and sixty acres 
on section &. Belmont 

1824, and cones 
his ancestors hav- 


He was barn in 
county, Olio, December 7, 
of good old Quaker st nek 


ing all been imemhers oe the Society ot 
Friends. His father, Jesse Pearson, was a 


native of Pennsylvania, and at an eariy day 
removed with lis father, — Pear- 
son, to belmont county, Olio, 
reared anud jnonecr scenes. 

nied Cynthia Sinclair, 
sinclair, 


‘here he was 
Thewe he mar- 
a thiughter vl George 
whe was also connected with the 
Society of Friends and was one of the early 
setters of Belmont county, having removed 
from Virginia to Obie in pioneer days. 
After his marriage Jesse Pearson locatecl 
in| Morgan Ohio, where he pur- 
chased one hundred aid sixty acres ot gov- 


county, 


ernment Jand andl transformed the place imto 
agood farm. After residing there for'some 
vears he sold out and removed to another 
part of the county and bought anuther farm. 
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On disposing of the same in 1853 he came 
Iowa, 
bought a farm in Brown township, on which 
he spent the remainder ot his life, dying 
here in 187&. 


with his family to Linn county, and 


His wife had passed away 
a few years previous. 

Thomas Pearson grew to manhood on 
the home farm in Morgan county, Ohio, and 
there he was married in 1853 to Aliss Alary 
Eves, who was born in Belmoni county. that 
state, but was principally reared in \lorgan 
county. Her father was James Eves. 
of the early settlers of the former place: 
Soon after their marriage the voung couple 
came to Iowa, and in the jail of 1854 Mr. 
Pearson purchased eighty acres of wild land 
in Brown township. to which he 
quently added another tract of similar size. 
Immediately after com 
menced to fence and break is land, ad 
built thereon a good, though small, resi- 
dence. which he subsequently enlarged and 
impreved. He also built a barn and sel Out 
fruit and Later he bought 
the forty-acre tract where he now resides, 
and some years afterward erected his pres- 
trade Alr. 
Pearson is a carpenter and joiner, and he 
follawed that oceupation tor 


One 


sijse- 


locating there he 


shade trees. 


ent comfortable residence. Dy 


success Lully 
some veurs, building many houses and barns 
iif his part of the cownty, including the Durlel- 
ings upon lis own farm. His place las 
three complete sets of tarm buildings, ane 
of which is occupied by his son. On com- 
ing to this county he was in rather linuted 
ciremnstances, and the prosper ‘ity that has 
come to fim is due entirely to his awn well- 
directed and energetic efforts. 

\ly. and Mrs. Pearson have eight ehil- 
namely: J. ©. 
James Xi., 


A. E., who is also living 


dren living. who operates 
the home tarm; 


Brown township; 


3, farmer of 


on the old homestead: William B.. a den- 
tist, Of .\namosa. Jowa; Jesse. a farmer. of 
Alarion township: Hannah A., wife of J. Xi. 
Fields, of Stone City, lowa; Agnes E., wile 
of VT. C. Fields, of Washington county, 
Kansas; and Ella, wife of William Barrett. 
a farmer of Alburnett, Linn county. They 
Jost one daughter, Jenme, who married J. 
A. Hart, of this county. and died, leaving 
one child. 

In early hfe MIv. Pearson supported the 
Whig party and cast his first presidential 
vote for General Winfield Seort, but in 1856 
he voted tor John C. Fremont, and has 
since affihated with the Republican party. 
His tellaw-citizens, recognizing his worth 
and abilitv, bave called upon him to All sev- 
eral positions of honor and trust, the duties 
He 


served as township trustee several terms, jus- 


of which he most capably discharged. 


tice or the peace about seventeen vears and 
ais a member of the scheol board and school 
treasurer lor some time. During lus entire 
residence here he has been actively ideuti- 
fed with the welfare of his gommunity and 
ig “ne Of its muse public-spirited and enter- 


prising citizens. 


HENRY J. NIETERT. 

i 

Among the most progressive and enter- 
prising business men of the northern part of 
the county is Henry |. Nietert, a well-known 
Ife was born in Day- 
tun. Olio, March 12. 1848. and is a son of 
John H. and Caroline (Buhiman) Nietert, 
beth natives of Germany. 


banker ef Wilker. 


The father came 
to America in 1836. at the age of fifteen 
vears, the mother in 1830, at the age of ten, 
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and they were married i Dayton, Ohio, 
trom which place they removed to Clayton 
county, Towa, i 1854. By trade the father 
was a carpenter wid mallwright, but at that 
place he engaged in the produce business for 
about two years, and then conducted a hotel 
at Garuavillo tor three vears. THe then re- 
moved to Clear Creek, Colorado, but in 1861 
returned to Clayton county. Iowa, and in 
i864 came to Delaware county where he was 
engiuged i darming until 1875, when he 
came to Linn county, locating in Walker in 
876, where he lived a retired life until his 
death, which occurred in r&&81, when he was 
He served as post- 
master of that place under President Hayes. 


Sixty-one vears of age. 
His wite died in 1863. They had eight 
children but only three are now living. 

Henry J. Nietert is indebted to the pub- 
lie schnols of this state for his eariy edu- 
cational privileges. He remained at bome 
until attaming lis majoritv and then en- 
gaged in clerking in a store at Manchester 
and other places until 1873. when he en- 
barked m business jor himself at Delaware 
Center, remaining there about a year and 
a halt. He next went to Earlville, where 
he carried on business under the firm name 
of Dely, Neitert & Co. until 1875. when he 
disposed of his interest in the store, and for 
about a year was employed as a traveling 
silesman tor a Dubuque house. For two 
vears he was in the agricultural business at 
Earlville for E. Flealy & Co., of Manches- 
ter, and then became manager of a store of 
gvenéral merchandise at Alta, Iowa. 

On the rath of Februaty, r$72, Mr. Nie 
tert married Aliss Carrie Hatser, a native 
Of Pennsylvania, and to them were born two 
children: William J., who died in Janu- 
ary, 189s, and a daughter who died in in- 


fancy. Mr. Nietert was again married 
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May 4. i881, lus second union being with 


Miss Anna I. Wilde, a native of Ilinois 
and a daughter of [Edmond Wilde. Unto 


them were also born two children, Roscoe. 


and Gertrude E. 

In 1X78 Mr. Nietert came to Walker 
and was engaged in mereantile business 
here under the firm name of J. KR. Gitchell 
& Co. for about six They also 
carried on the creamery business together 


years. 


jor eight years, and our subject 1s still 
that enterprise. On the 
March, 1885, he opened the 
Exchinge Bank, of which he is presi- 


interested = 1n 
i2tl oat 


dent, while. his brother Charles H. serves 
ascasiier. He is one of the ablest tmanciers 
in this part of the county. and in his bank- 
ing business has met with excellent success. 
Atthough he started out in life tor lhimselt 
with no capital, he has, through lus own 
well-directed and energetic efforts, acquired 
a fair campetence. and owns considerabic 
property, including a fine farm or two hun- 
dred acres near Walker. In 1890 he erected 
an excellent business block in the village, 
the lower Noor of whieh he uses as his bank, 
and the hall above is the meeting place for 
the different secret societies of Walker. 
Mr. Nietert is a anember of the Blue 
Lodge of the Masonic order at that place, 
and also belongs to the chapter, commani- 
ery and temple of the Alystie Shrine at 
Cedar Rapids. As a Republican he takes 
quite an active and prominent part in politi- 
cal affairs, and in 1893, 18g5 and 1897 was 
elected to the state legislature. During his 
second and third term he was chairman ot 
| He 
is at present serving as mayor of Walker, 
to which position he was elected in 1go0. 
He is one of the most influential and popular 
men of the community, and never were the 


the committee on banks and banking. 
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reins of city government in more capable 
hands, for he is pre-eminentiy public spir- 
ited and progressive. 


ep te —_—_—_——. 


HON. JOHN P. CARBEE. 


For many years this gentleman was one 
of the most popular and distinguished citi- 
zens of Brown township, and was prom- 
nently identified with the development ariel 
prosperity of the county until death claimed 
him on the 25th of October, 1893. He was 
born. in Grafton county, New Hampshire, 
May 3, 1823, a son of John H. and -\nna 
(Powers) Carbee, both of whom were 
His pater- 
nal ancestors were originally from France 


mutives of Newbury, Vermont. 


and were among the pioneers of New Eeng- 
land. 
cupation, spent the last years of his life near 
Bath, Grafton county, New Hampsiire. 
John P. Carbee acquired his early edu- 
eation in the common schools of his native 


His father, who was a farmer by oc- 


county and remained upon the home farm 
until reaching man’s estate. Coming west 
in 1850, he decided to locate in Linn county. 
lowa, and entered a tract of two hundred 
and forty acres of land on sections 5 and &, 
Brown township, where his family now fe- 
side He at once turned his attention to 
the improvement and development of tus 
farm, and built thereon a sinall trame 
house, whieh was his home for a number ot 
vers, but was later replaced by a large, 
neat and substantial residence. In i856 he 
built a large barn, which still has the ap- 
pearance of being a recent strucrure, Liv 
connection with the operation of his land, 
Wr. Carbee also engaged im raising thor- 
oughbred short hern cattle, and was ac- 
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counted one of the most successful farmers 
and stock raisers of the county. 

On the 12th of June, 1853, Mr. Carbee 
was united im marriage with Miss Sarah 
and a daughter of Zachariah Hampton, who 
Hampton, a native of Morgan county, Ohio, 
was born in Pennsylvania of old Quaker 
stock and of [english ancestry. For some 
vears her tather made his home on a farm 
in Morgan county, Olio, and in 1851 came 
to Linn county, Iowa, locating in Brown 
township. 
removal of the fanuly to this state, having 
been reared in the county ot her nativity. 


She was a young iady on the 


She still survives her hushand and resides 
on the old homestead with her son, Henry C. 

Of the six children -born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Carbee one died in infancy. while the 
(1) Anna is the wite 
of Robert Bailey, a farmer, of Brown town- 
ship. (2) Ida is the wite of \W. K. Pear- 
son, of Anamosa, Iowa. €3) Hattiv is the 
wife of [. S. Pearson, of Brown township. 
(4) Jolin \VW. owns and vperates a farm in 
rown townslip adjaining the old home- 


others are as follows: 


(5) Henry C. is now carrying on 
the home farm, whieh he, with his brother, 
previously conducted ter hve years atter 
the fathers death. He ts one of the most 
progressive agricullurists of the community, 
and in the operation of the farm uses the 
most modern wnpreved machinery He is 
so successfully engaged im raising a good 
grade of cattle and hogs, but makes a speci- 
altvy of breeding and dealing in Shropshire 
sheep. He received his primary education 
In the common scheols and also attended! 
Cornell College jor two years, thus being 
well fitted for the duties and responsibili- 
tres of business Itfe. 


stead. 


socially he ts a pronu- 
Springville Lodge, No. 
139, «AV. F. & A. AL, in which he has passed 


+ 


nent member «at 
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all the chairs and is now past master; and 
lsu belangs to the Ancient Order of Uni- 
ted Workmen. The Carbee fiimily is well 
known throughout the county, and stands 
lugh socially. 

The Kepublican party alwidys found in 
Mr. Carbee a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples, and he took a very active and influ- 
ential part im local polities. In 1863 he 
was elected to the lower lanuse of the state 
legislature, and so ably did he represent 
luis district that he was re-elected in 1865, 
serving’ two terms with eredit to  hinself 
and to the satisfaction Of lis constituents. 
He also fled many other positions of hon- 
or and trust, serving fur tweny-five years 
as justice of the peace, during which tine 
he married a great manv couples. He was 
ane ot the mosr active and public-spirited 
citizens of lus cenmmumtiv, and gave lus sup- 
port to all enterprises which he believed 
would prove of public benetit or advance 
the mural, social or material wellare of his 
townslup, county or state. Tle was univer- 
sally esteemed and respected as a man oi 
sterling worth and exemplary habits, and 
1 lis death the county Jost ene of its best 
arid most prominent citizens. 


JOSEPH S. BUTLER. 


One of the most prominent business men 
of Springville for many years was Joseph 
S. Butler, who spent the greater part of his 
life m this COUNTY aikl was a worthy repre- 
sentative of one of its honored pioneer fam 
He was horn in Gallipolis. Ohio, 
September 28. 1821. and was a son of Colo- 
nel Isaac Butler, who was born in Kentucky 
of Irish parentage and won his title as com- 


hes, 





BUTLER. 


5. 


J 
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mainder ol a regiunent of militia that was 
stationed at Fort Dearhorn (now Clucago, 
[linois) in 1836. In 1828 the father re- 


moved with lis family to Louisville, Ken- 


tucky ; three years s jater went to Cass county, 
a? and in 1835 to Racine, \Wiscon- 
sin. In 1840 he came to the territory Ol 


Towa a made a permanent location in 
Linn county on land a part of which is now 
within the corporate limits of Sprangville. 

Joseph S. Butler man of 
nineteen years when he came with the faim- 


Was ad VOUnS 


ily to this county, and he assisted lis father 
the 
jJaud, remaining on the home farm for sev- 


in breaking, [eneing and improving 
In i850 he started out in life 
for Inimsell Going to 
lowa, he formed a partnership 
with a gentleman and engaged in the manu- 


eral years. 
with no capital. 


Anainosa, 


mills 
On his 
he settled in 
Brown township and engaged in farming 


jacture af cultivators and fanning 
for cleaning wheat for four years. 


return to this county in 1854, 


and stack raising and also dealt in real es- 
tate. From i862 until i876 he was quite 
extensively engaged in dealing in grain 
and stock and in dressing hogs for market. 
In 1878 he established the Springville 1x- 
change Bank with a capital stock of twenty- 
five thousand dollars, and carried on the 
banking business by hinisell for eight years, 
at the same time attending to his tarming 
and stock raising interests. His bank was 
in the old town on the seuth side of Big 
Creek until 3881, when it was removed to 
its present location in the new town. His 
aa, C. F., subsequently became a member 
of the firin, and together they conducted the 
bank until the father’s death, which occurred 
December 31, 18g8. He was laid to rest 
with Masonic honors, the Springville lodge 
Saldana, great number of his fraternal 
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brethren from Marion, Cedar Rapids and 
other places being present. The Old settlers 
Association also attended the funeral in 4 
body. 

On the 4th of July, 1854, Mr. Butler 
was united in marriage with Miss Maria L. 
Reneau, a native of Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Her father, Jesse Reneau, was born in Ten- 
lessee of French ancestry aud was married 
in that state. Later he spent some years in 
Indiana, and from there came to Lin coun- 
ty, Iowa, being one ot its early settlers. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Butler were born three 
children. The oldest, A. J. Butler, was 
born September 28, 1856, on his father’s 
birth day, and died January 1, 1876, while 
had the father lived one day longer he would 
have died on the anniversary of his son's 
death. Lurman died in invancy. The other 
son is Charles F. Butler, whose sketch ap- 
pers on another page of this volume. 

For several years Mr. Butler was obliged 
io use crutches as the result ol accidents. 
When a young man he had his feot crushed 
by the fall of a horse, and in September, 

1877, he was forced to have one leg aimpu- 
tated below the knee as the result of an ac- 
cident in crossing a railroad track at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. Notwithstanding these nus- 
fortunes, he was actively eng raged in busi- 
ness throughout life, and was one of the 
most successful men of Linn county. 
cumulating a large estate. As a pullic- 
spirited and progressive citizen he gave |s 
tine and means to advance the interests of 


tL 


the community in which he lived, and never 
withheld his support from any enterprise 
which he believed would promote the gener al 
prosperity. 

In 1862 Mr. Butler was commissioned 
hy the Governor to rise a company for the 
war of the Rebellion, and he raised and or- 
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ganized what became Company H, of the 
Twenty-fourth Jowa Volunteer Infantry. 
He was a Jeffersonian Democrat and took 
Tn 1864 he 
was nominated and ran for representative 
to the state legislature on the Demoerane 
ticket. but was defeated by a small majority. 


quite an active part in palitics. 


l’or some years he served as justice of the 
peace and also as a member of the school 
hoard, always taking an active part in es- 
tallishing goorl schools and promoting edu- 
Tle was an active mem- 
ber ot the Presbyterian church, af Spring- 
ville. and gave hherally toward the erection 


eational mterests, 


at the vouse of worship and parsonage be- 
longing to the same, as well as toward the 
building of the Methodist Episeopal church. 
Fraternally ‘he 


Kaiglt Templar 


Mason, and an honored member of Spring- 


Was a 
ville Lodge, Marion Chapter, and Patios 
Commandery. He was a ian of recognized 
abilivy who stood ligh in puble esteem, and 
hat the coufdence and respect of all with 
whom he came in contact either in business 
or soctal Itte. 

in S350 Mz. the 
Springville New Era, an eight-page sheet 


Dutler established 
wilicl: he edited for a time. and was sole 
owner until he sold the same to .\dtred L, 
Idude. The paper was non-partisan in poli 
ties and had a large circulation in Spring- 
ville and vieity. Mr. Butler 
one of the principal promoters of the water 
works system of Springville. in which he 
owus a large share of the stock. 

In .\ugnsr. 1896. Mr. Butler read the 
following paper before the Old Settlers .\s- 
sociation at Alarioz: 


was also 


“The pioneers who came to Linn county 
amd stoud the brunt of the hardships, the 
exposures cid privations of a frontier lize, 
round this country te be a wilderness. a vast 
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unbroken pasture held, with frequent groves 
and streams. an abundance of wild rruit and 


game. Highways and bridges there were 
none. It was a wilderness inhabited by rov- 


ing bands of Indians, wild annals, and the 
Occasion- 
ally a pioneer cabin was to be found in the 


dreatled Mossageger rattle snake. 


edve ot the timber for the better protection 
Iron? storms tn winter. Their cabins were 
built of round logs, the ourside cracks daubed 
The root 
was covered with shakes and weight-poles, 


up with clay to keep out the cold. 


While a puncheon oor, an ald fashioned 
fire place. and a log ent out for a window 
completed the interior arrangemeats. Many 
tines greased paper served in place of glass 
lor the windows. Some of these cabins 
when completed did not have a nail, spike or 
halt, or a ynece of glass in their entire con- 
struction. the work being done with an ax, 
Often tines 


It was many miles to the nearest neighbor. 


saw, draw kutfe and augur. 


The carly pioneers usually brought all of. 
their worldly possessions with them, which 
usually consisted @f a1 ON team, a wagon, a 
cow or (vo, aud miuny time without a dollar 
i money, but with a goed mile. a faithful 
(log, and added to that he possessed a brave 
heart, a determined will to defend himself 
and tunily and his property against all in- 
truders, whether they were white men, Lr 
dians er wild animals. 

“These pioneers were brave people, gen- 
erous to a fault and when a stranger visited 
their cabins, he always found the latel string 
gut and was always weleome to the best. 
they had. They were generally an indus- 
trious people. honest in their dealings, and 
usually paid their debts promptly when 
due. They were very conservative in their 
mode of living and of doing business, seb 
dom buying anything on time uniess it was 
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a necessity. Their credit was their only 
capital with which they could do usiness, 
and they were generally very careful not to 
abuse tt. 

“It vas very seldom they had a jawsuit, 
as their disputes were usually settled by ar- 
bitration. each party picking a man, and 1 
ther failed te agree, these two chose a third 
man, and their decision was final and ended 
the matter. 

“At the same time there was quite a 
sprinkling of bad men im the country, such 
as horse thieves and robbers, but they were 
Inustly transient, unwelcame ight prowlers, 
ever to be dreaded, and occasionaliy Judge 
Leneh was called upon te administer the 
law with a rope ahd a gad, and sometimes 
in such a way Chat it was a terror to other 
evil doers. ‘The result was such that thieves 
aml rogues funn it convement to make 
haste to lind a more congenial clime to per- 
petrate their dastardly deeds and make room 
jor a better class of men to come in and 
locate and help improve, built up and make 
Linn county what it is to-day, with its 
thousands of beautiful farms tnder a high 
state of cultivation, with good Touses and 
barns, many of then with beautiful resi- 
dences Anished off in the latest stytes, with 
beautiful lawns, flawer gardens and orch- 
ards. artifcial groves and splendid outhbuild- 
Ings. The thousands of herds and flocks 
ot the finest live stock. including horses. 
catile, hogs and sheep, the great source of 
Wealth of this country, 
cheese 


with the splendid 


tuctories and ecreameries scattered 
over the country with the finest machinery 
and {ixtures, the produets of which are great 
sources Of revenue to our people; with good 
public roads leading in every direction; the 
emimty all checkered over with railroads. 


with their many depots and ware houses 


for the convenience of commerce and travel, 
all prove that these early pioneers builded 
well far the future prosperity of their coun- 
trv. The numerous telegraph and telephone 
offices with easy communication by wire 
with all parts of the country, the streams 
spanned by the most substantial of iron 
bridges: the many weekly and daily papers 
with their immense circulations among an 
intelligent people; the country all dotted over 
with school houses, churches and colleges. 
with their spires pointing heavenward,; the 
thriving towns and cities. with capital, ener- 
establishing jubbing 
houses doing immense businesses: the num- 


ey and = enterprise 
erous manufacturing institutions of various 
kinds. the products of which are being 
shipped to all parts of the state; the many 
solid monetary institutions which compare 
favorably with anv in this or any other 
state; the many systems of water works 
and organized fire departments tor the pro- 
teclion of property: the magnificent county 
building on the county farm, a home for the 
unfortunate poor and helpless, all these 
speak eloquently of the foundation laid in 
and by these early 


poverty privations 


pioneers. 





PROFESSOR JOSEPH TLAPS. 


Professor Joseph Tlapa. a well-known 
teacher of music in Cedar Rapids. was born 
in Wodnian, Bohemia, March 17, 1848, and 
is a son of Joseph and Anna (Nopetzky) 
Tlapa. in whose family were six clildren, five 
sons and one daughter. By trade the fa- 
Both he aud his wite 
Their family consisted 


ther was a ftatlor. 
never left Bohemia. 
of Juseph. of this sketch; .\nton, a mechante, 
who has been emploved in a steel mill since 
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eighteen vears of dge; John, a hardware 
merchant of Cleveland, Olio; Carl, who 
is engaged im the retail lat business in 
Davenport, lowa; Cyril, deceased, who was 
a musiciin of Columbus, Olio; and Mary, 
wife of Mr. \Waiss, who is a government 
official in Austria. 

Professor Ulapa acqu-red hts early edu- 
cation in the puble schools of lus mative 
Jand, and afterward attended Bucweis. a 
normal sehvol, where he was graduated mm 
1865. 


gaged in teaching school ino Austria 


After leaving that stitution he et- 
tur 
eighteen years, having served as principal 
fur some years, witch included tae posi- 
tion of chureh organist and Musical mstruc- 
tor. He gained a part of Is musical edu- 
cation in the normal) school and the reman- 
der from private teachers. In the colleges 
vt Gohemiit music is taught as a regular 
study, and the teachers are paid ly the gov- 
ermment for them services. \When fuurteen 
years of age Professor Tlapa taught the 
son of Jenace Jelinek ty read and write 
i oexehange fur musical mstruetion from 
the father. 

Professur Lapa married Mss Barbara 
Graf, ane they have one child, Louisa, now 
the wite of Joseph Dostal, a druggist ot 
Cedar Rapids. She has two eluldren, Albia 
and Robert, Mrs. Tlapa died December 
10. 189f, and the Professor was again mar- 
ried in August, t8oq4, to Mfrs. lranees Alitt- 
walsky, who was alsg born in’ Belhenua, 
but came to the Cuited States with her par- 
ents, Alr. and Alrs. Dobrovsky, when six 
years old. 

Professor “Flapa was thirty-five years 
of age when he came to the United States. 
He first Iocated in Toledo, Olio. where his 
two brothers, John and Cyril, were then 


hiving. aid accepted a position under one 
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of his brothers as violist in the orehestra, 
remaining there six inonths. He next went 
to Cleveland, where he taught Bohemian 
wid German languages and music, and also 
attended aiighe school that he might better 
perfect hnnself in the Enelish language, 
He spent three years im that eity, and in 
iS86 came to Cedar Kapids, where he has 
since devoted lis entire tune and attention 
to the musical profession, with good suc- 
cess. Tle now hits a large class, ane is also 
director of Tlapa’s orchestra, cortsisting of 
ten men, and considered one of the leading 
He has a fine home 


He is a valued ad- 


orchestras of the city. 
itt 1035 South: street. 
dition to the musical cireles of the city, 
and Ins services are in coustant demand. 
He is a member of John Hus Lodge, No. 


gs, 4 OF; @ FF. 








BEWUGgE ik, -ErDP i, 


Classed amoung the progressive agricul- 
turists of Linn county is this well-known 
resident of Brown township, whw 1s suc 
cessiully engaged in general farming, stock 
raising and the dairy business on section 
17, where he owns a well-iimproved farm 
of one hundred and twenty acres two miles 
He born on the 
in Greene county, New 


from. Springville. Wits 


$2th of June, 1852, 
York, which was also the birthplace of hus 
parents, Wilham P. and Keziah (Osborn) 
Bedell. His paternal grandfather, UChomas 
Bedell, was a native of the sume state, 
where the family was founded at an early 
day by Welsh emigrants. His maternal 
grandfather, Nathan Osborn, was also ane 
of the pieneers of Greene county, New 
York. | 
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The father of our subject was born in 


1816, and at an early age assumed the re- 
sponsibility of caring for the family, as ]us 
father had been accidentally killed. 
were eleven children, of whom Wilham FP. 


There 


was the aidest. He tuok charge of the home 
farm and continued its operation for a num- 
ber of vears, all of his children bemg born 
In t&854 he came to Linn 
comty, Jowa, and purchased une hunelred 
and twenty acres of wild land near Whit- 
tier, which he brake. fenced and improved, 


upon that place. 


making his home thereon until fis death, 
in 186g. The mother of our subject hcl 
passed away in t&8s55. and the father sub- 
sequently married again, lis second wife 
arvivine him for a few years. 

Elwood T. Bedell. of this review, is the 
younvest ina family of seven children, four 
sons and three daughters. all ot whom are 
still living with the exception of one son. 
Being reared on the home farm in Brown 
township, he early became familiar with all 
the duties whieh fall to the lot of the agri- 
culturist. and he ehtained a good practical 
education in the eammon schools, which was 
supplemented by one ternvs artenclance at 
the West Braneh high school. After atiun- 
ing his majority he had charge of the home 
farm for ten vears, and in the spring of 
sei hought eighty acres of land on sec- 
tion 17, Grewn township, where he now 
resides. He has since added to it a tract of 
forty acres, and lias converted it into 2 
lighly cultivated and well-improved farm. 
He has enlarged and remodeled the house 
which was standing thereon when the prop- 
erty came inte lis possession, and has built 
a large basement barn and other outhiuld- 
igs: has planted fruit. forest and evergreen 
trees: and now has one of the most attract- 
ive places of the locality. For the past ten 


years Mr. Bedell has been engaged im the 
wholesale poultry trade to a large extent. 
Ile raises thoroughbred Holstein cattle, and 
is also successfully engaged in the dairy 
business. 

In 1879 Mr. Bedell was tnited in imar- 
riage with Miss Hannah Ellyson, a native 
of Ohio, and a daughter of Benjamin and 
Abbie Ellyson. By this union have been 
born three children, L. Frauklin and Cora 
Amelia, who are still living, while the first 
harn died in infancy. 

Politically Mr. Bedell is a stanch sup- 
porter of the men and measures ot the Re- 
publican party, but has never cared for 
office, preferring to give his undivided at- 
tention to his business interests. By birth- 
right he and his wife are members of the 
Society of Friends and are connected with 
Whittier. circle of 
friends seems only limited by their circle 
of acquaintances, and they are held in high 
regard. by all who know them. 


the ehureh at Their 





\. W. MANCHESTER, M. D. 


Among the suceesstul plrysicians and 
surgeons of Linn county is Dr. Manchester, 
who for several vears has engaged im prac- 
tice at Walker. He was born in Tiverton, 
Rhode Island, January 9, 1847, aud is a 
sou of Abram and Jane (Hood) Manches- 


ter, natives of Rhode Island and Alassa- 


chusetts, respectively. In early life the tae 
ther was a sea captain, but was engaged 
in mining in California at the time of his 
death. The mother died in her native state. 
They were the parents of three children, 
of whom cur subject 1s the, yvoungese aul 


the anly one now living. 
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\When eight vears of age Dr. Alanchies- 
ter removed with his mother to Loda, Ili- 
nois, where he spent two vears on a farm, 
and then returned to the east, making h's 
home in Somerset, \lassachusetts, where he 
At the 
age of seventeen he entered Brown Uni- 


acyiured lus elementary education. 


versity at Providence, Rhode Island, where 
he pursued his studies for about a year, and 
then came to Linn county, lowa. locating 
Tor 


some tine he was engaged in farming with 


here about the close of the Civil war. 


a imaternal uncle, and later attended Cor- 
nell College at Alt. Vernon. After leaving 
school le engaged i teaching Jor a time 
in Buifalo tawnuship. this county, and at 
Central City, following that pursu't for 
three vears in all. At the end of that time 
he caunuenced the study of medicine with 
Dr. Harry Seigworth, of Waubeek. renain- 
ing with him one vear, and then entere¢l 
the Towa State Cniversity. where he pur- 
At 
ter leaving that institution he traveled tor 


sucd a two-vears course im medieime., 


about a vear, and then located at Walker, 
Linn county, where he soon Inilt up a large 
and lucrative practice. lis skill and ability 
beiny widely recognized, 

In 1875 Dr. Manchester was united in 
marriage with Miss Ahce Barnes, a daugh- 
ter of Orsantmus and Almira L. (¢ Alitehell) 
Barnes. Her in Canan- 
daigua. New York, March 5, 1821. ail 18 
a sonof Amos and Jane (Mitchell) Barnes, 
the former a native of Matte, the latter 
a? ew & oils. 


ao miullwright. 


tather was born 


By trade Amos Barnes was 
He removed with his family 
to lnehana when his son Orsamus was a 
child vt seven years, but sulieequently re- 
His 
Tn their 
fannly were bve eluidren. af whom tayo still 


turned east, where lis death occurred. 


wife died near Freeport. Ulinuis. 
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survive, these being the father of Mrs. 
Manchester and his brother, Oliver C. a 
Orsainus 
Barnes was reared and educated in Indiana 


resident of Freeport. Ulimons. 
and remained at home until nineteen years 
of age. working at anything whieh he could 
Aixl to do. He then went to Hlinois. where 
he learned the carpenter's trade. which he 
followed unul r8sg. when he crossed the 
plams to Colorado, and there engaged m 
His wife 
also cressed that vast .\merican desert four 
In the fall of 1864 he came to Linn 
county, Jowa. and purehased one hundred 


nuning for a munber of vears, 
tiles. 


amd fifty acres of land in Grant township, 
fortv-five acres of which was covered with 
timber. There he made hos home for ten 
years, but is now living with lis daughter, 
His wile ded 
Iniried there. 


Alrs. Alanehester. mt Walker. 
i) January, 1900, and was 
They had only two children: Alice. wite 
of our subject: and Edwin. a tinner of 


Walker. 
ber of the Alaseme order, and politically 1S 


lraternaily Alr. Barues is a mem- 


au supporter of the Republican party. He 
cast his first presidential vote for John P. 
Hale. the Freesoil candidate, in 1&44. and 
has always taken a deep and commendable 
interest 1 public affairs. For seven years 
he efficiently served! as trustee of Grant 
township. 

Of the tour children ‘born te the Doctor 
Gitford died at the age ot 
three months. Those living are George E., 
Jennie and Gail. all at home. When Dr. 
Manehester lirst came to Walker he opened 


afl lta Wile, 


adrug store, which he condueted for a nt- 
her of vears. and since disposing of that 
has carried a line of drugs for his own use. 
Ln polities he is a Democrat. and in relig- 
He js a Knight 


Templar Mason, belonging to the blue lodge 


ious behet a Presbyterian. 
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ay Walker, andl the chapter and conmandery 
at Cedar Rapids, and he is a member of the 
Odd Vellows Lodge at Walker, in) which 
he has served as nuble grand. Socially he 
ig deservedly popular. as he is affable and 
courteous in manner, and possesses that es- 
sential qualification to success in public lite, 
that of making friends readily and strength- 
ening the tes of all friendships as time 
advances. 





CALVIN RB: MOORE. 


The subject of Uris review fas spent 
almest his entire life in Linn county, and 
since attaining man’s estate has been active- 
Wy identified with her agricultural interests. 
He 1s 


warm 


now the possessor of an excelent 

of ane hundred and sixty acres on 
section 3. Brown township. and in its ope- 
ration is meeting with well-ceserved suc- 
cess. He is a native of Pennsylvania, lis 
hirth occuring in Greene county, Novem- 
her G, 1852. 


His father, William Moore, was also 


horn in Pennsylvania, and there married) 


Neziah Lindley, a native of the same state. 
In early life he had removed with h’s ta- 
ther, John Moore. to Guernsey county, Ohio, 
but on reaching manhood he returned to 
the Nevstone state, where he made lus home 
until his emigration ta lowa in 1856. Lo- 
cating in Linn county, he engaged in farm- 
Ing here for many vears, hut now, at the 
age of seventy-four, is living a retired lite. 
enjoving a well-earned rest. He makes Is 
His wife «ied in 
1866, They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, of whom | 
ul are all married. namely: folut, a farm- 
er of \Wauheek, this county: Calvin R., our 


home with our subject. 





four sons are still living 
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subject; William, a resident of Douglas 
county, Oregon; and Carl, a liveryman at 
Central City, Iowa. 
the oldest of the family, died i \Wauheek ; 


Mrs. Elizabeth Jones, 


Flora E. died when abour twelve vears of 
age; rank died in childhood; and Craw- 
ford died in Marion township. 

Calvin R. Moore was only three years 
old when brought by his parents to this 
county, and he remained on the home farm 
until seventeen years of age. when he start- 
etl out in life for himself. working lw the 
month for five or six vears. He was mar- 
ried in Brown township June 29, 1876, the 
lady of his cho-ee heing Miss Emily Jane 
Rhoten, wha was born on the farm where 
she now resides, her parents being Alex- 
ander and Naney Rhoten. Her father was 
one of the earliest settlers of this c:.umty, 
having come here trom Indiana about 1838. 
He made a elaim in Brown tewnsinp. and 
later entered the land. To the cultivation 
and improvement of is farm he devutect 
his energies miril called ta Ins final rest in 
1869. His wife survived him some years, 
ancl died in February, 1887. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moore began their domes- 
tic life on the Rhoten homestead, to which 
they sueceeded after the death of Mrs. Isho- 
fen. While they have no children of the:r 
own, thev have an adopted eaivelater., -virs. 
Jennie Yocom, who was reared and edu- 
cated by them. In lus farming operations 
Mr. Moore has been eminently success, 
and has also prospered in lis stock raisig. 

Politically he has been a life-long IKe- 
publican, casting his first: vote fer Kuther- 
ford B. Hayes in 1876, but he has never 
heen a politician in the sense af afiice -eek- 
ing. Fraternally he ts a menther of Viola 
Lodge. A. O. LU. W.. 
identified with the Independent Order nt 


and was formerly 


634 BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





Odd Fellows. His wife holds membership 
iu the Methodist Episcopal church of Viola, 
and while he is riot a member of any relig- 
ious organization, he attends church with 
her and contributes to its support. Both 
are well known and highly respected. 





ALOR C, TERA, MM 


This pronunent and successful physician 
and surgeon of Ait, Vernon was bern in 
Pano, Hlinois, on the 13th of August. 1873. 
atl is descended from ald and substantial 
English families, who diaive borne an im- 
portant pare i the histery of this country. 

His family histury reads as follows: His 
father, Nason AL Tenney, was) bern in 
Plano, Uhines. on March g. 1845. aml was 
a son of Amos Tenney, who was born im 
New Chester (now Hill}, New Hamp- 
shire, September 22, 1794, aud in 1837 re- 
moved ty northern I[|linuis, Ins death oc- 
curring at Little Keoek, that state, January 
12, 1848. He was a soldier in’ the wat 

rr2, and was the oldlest sun of Aluses 
Lenney, who was born about 1765. The 
latter's parents were [eduiund and Hannah 
(Wood) Tenney, of Rowley, Alassachu- 
seus, and through his mother the fanuly 
were heirs tu an estate in England. Aloses 
Tenney married Sally Garland, of Salis- 
bury. New Hampslure. and after her death 
he wedded Polly Fitield, of New Chester 
(now Ill), that state. His father, TEd- 
mud Lennev, was baptized September 6, 
Wai. and was a son of Tebenezer and nn 
Tenney. We was married, November 6. 
1763. ty Hannah Wood. and alter her death 
removed with lus three sons to New Hainp- 
shire. Dy occupation he was a farmer. 


Ebenezer Tenney was bern in Rowley, 
Massachusetts, \ugust 12, 1703. His wife, 
Ann, died October 19. 1753. and on the 
28th of May, 1754. he wedded Mary Wood- 
bury. She died and he married his third 
wife, ——— Moere. They made their 
hame in Linebrook parish, Rowley, Massa- 
chusetts, he beige one of the original 
church members at that place. He was 
also one of the thirtvsevern men enrolled 
wider Captain Northand’s arm List. 
His parents were Daniel and Mary {——) 
Tenney. ‘The former was born im Kow- 
lev. Massachusetts, July 16. 1653. a son 
of Thomas and Ann Tenney. and was 
married July 21, 1680. te Elizabetin Stiek- 
ney. a daughter of laeutenant Samuel 
aud Julia (Swan) Suekney. She was 
born int Bradford, Massachusetts. May 9, 
1661, and died in Rowley. April 28. 1694. 
He was remarried twice, lis second wite be- 
ings Marv. by whom he hae four children, 
the voungest being Ebenezer. His third 
wife was Elizabeth Woodman, a daughter 
of Joshua Woodman, their wedding being 
celebrated at Newbury, Massachusetts, in 
November of 1712. He made his home 
first in Bradford, and later at Rowley. He 
was under the command of Major Richard 
Waldon, of Dover, New Hampshire, in 
Queen Anne’s war. His father, Thomas 
Tenney, and wife .\nn, were the ancestors 
of the Tenney family in America. They 
were inembers of Rev. Ezekiel Rogers’ 
company of twenty families who removed 
from Yorkshire. England, to Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, in December, 1638 

In April of the following year, being 
joined by forty more families from England, 
Rev. Rogers, with his colony sixty fanilies 
strong, settled on the north shore of Massa- 
chiserts Bay, founding the colony of Row- 
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and giving it that name m honer ot 
Thomas Ten- 


ley, 
their old home in England. 


ney $ wile Ann clied and was buried Septem- 
per 26, 1657, and on the 24th of February, 
1650, lie married Elizabeth, widow of 
Frances Parrot, of Rowley. 

Nason M. Tenney, the Doctor's father. 
wag one of a damily of nine clildren, the 
others being Eunice, Solomon. Hannah, 
John, Catherine, Sarah, Charles and Caro- 
line. He began his education in the district 
schools near his boyhood lame. at Piano, 
Illinois. andl later attended the Aurora Seim- 
inary. December 22, 186y. he was united 
in imarriage with Miss Mary Elizabeth Tol- 
man. af Flano. a daughter of Alonzo andl 
Almyra Tolman. 

Iler paternal grandfather, Jeremy lish- 
er Tolman, was the seed sun ot Cap- 
tain John and Elizabeth (Visher) Tol- 
nan. while the Captain was a son of 
Dr. Nathaniel Tolman, Jr., of Needham, 
Massachusetts, who was a direct descendant 
of Sir Thomas Tolman, grand .\lnoner 
to Egbert, lirst king of the united Saxons, 
\.D. S825. The family name was original- 
ly “le Tollere” or “le Toller,” and was sub- 
sequently changed to the English form ot 
Tolman, meaning those who teok the King’s 
levy, Frean the early traditions we learn 
that the family was of German origin and 
was founded in England at a very early 
day. 

After his marriage to Mary E. Tol- 
man, Nason M. Tenney removed to Taui- 
picu. Whiteside county, linois, where he 
engaved in the stock business {or a few 


years, and then returned to Plano, where 


he follawed farming and the dairy busi- 
ness fur some time. He was next engaged 
in the real estate business and dealt quite 


extensively in western lands. Being of an 
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jpventive turn of mind he has taken out 
patents on a number of valuable articles. 

He was a trustee of the First Baptist 
Church of Plano, and one of the most 
liberal contributors to the erection of the 
louse of worship. Politically he 1s a staunch 
Republican, and takes a very active interest 
in public affairs. 

In the family of Nason M. and 
Mary E. (Tolman) Tenney were five 
children, namely: Mary, who died in 
infancy; Alonzo C., our subject; Clarence 
E., born April 20, 1876, who is inarried 
and resides in Martin county, Minnesota ; 
M. Maud, born March 4, 187. wile ot 
Willjant L. Colborn, of Waterloo, lowa, 
whe is now engaged in farming 1 Martin 
county, Minnesota: and N. Earl, horn Jat- 
nary 25, 1886, at home with lis father. 

Dr. Tenney’s primary education was 
obtained in the public sehvols 01 Nendall 
county, Illinois, and he was graduated from 
the high school of Plano in 1891. He then 
taught school until the following spring, 
when he commenced traveling for an edu- 
cational supply house of Chicago. In the 
fall of 1892, he entered Hahnemann Med- 
cal College of Chicago, and was eraduated 
with “honorable mention” in a class ot 
seventy-four in the spring ol r8gs5, receiv- 
ing two prizes. He received, also, the ap- 
pointment to the post of resident surgeon 
at the Hahnemann Hospital, im which only 
four contestants were taken irom each 
class. being selected by competitive exanl- 
‘aation. In the medical and surgical climes 
of the hospital he gained practical @X- 
perience which has been of inestimable bene- 
ft ty him in his subsequent practice, uric 
although a young man he is recuenized as. a 
pliysiciu and surgeon of much more titan 


ordinary ability. 
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On the 5th of July. 1896, Dr. Tenney 
inarried Afiss Elona \West, who was born 
1 Beloit, Wisconsin, November 4, 1875. a 
daughter of George W. and lemily lrances 
(Ferguson) West. She is the third in ur- 
der of birth in their Family of four chil- 
dren, the others being Maud. wife of Frank 
Ik. Lester, a carriage dealer of Chicago, 
by whom she has one child, Gertrude F.; 
Robert, who married Mae Putnam Janu- 
ary I, 1900, and lives in Beloit, \Wtsean- 
sin; and George, who died iu 
The Doctor and his wife have one child, 
Phyllis Elona, born February 1, 1900. 


Infancy. 


After his marriage Dr. Teunev located 
In Spencer, Towa. where he engaged in 
practice tor a fime. and on the 4th of 
September, 1897, removed to Mt. Vernon, 
where he has since made lis home, and 
where he has already built up quite a large 
practice. In yoo he at- 
tered Cliecago Clinical 
school and the Ulinais Sehool of Eleetro- 
Therapeutics. 


the summer of 
lectures at the 
Constant study and eluse ap- 
pheation to the details of his profession hive 
enabled him to reach an enviahle position 
in lis chosen calling. 

While a resident of Spencer he as- 
the Northwestera 
Jawa Medical Society, whieh is now one 
of the largest 
in the stzte, 
president. He is a prominent mem- 
ber of the Central Homeopathic Medi- 
cal Society of Towa, and was president of 


sisted in organizing 


associations of the kine 


and awvas  cleeted) its” first 


The Doetor is 
Also ao member of the Flahnemiann Medics! 


that organization in (goo. 


Association of Towa, and has served on its 
commutes and bureaus every vear since 
he heeame connected with it. This year he 
is envaged in the research work of proving 
anew druge on whieh le will report at 
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their next meeting. He is a regular con- 
tributer to the Clique, a medical journal 
published monthly in Chicago, and is a 
member of the American I[nstitute af 
Homeopatliy, 

In 189% Dr. Tenney built a handsome 
resulence in’ Mfr. Vernon, which is supplied 
with all modern conventences, and his of- 
hee, which is at his home, is equipped with 
all the modern appliances known to ‘the 
science of medicine and surgery, 

In polities he is a supporter af the Repub- 
Rea party, and in his social relations he is a 
member of Star of Bethlehem Lodge. No. 
3. K.P. while wi religious faith he is a 
Methodist. 

ge 


EPRRALAL KELLER 


Among the leading agriculturists of 
Grant township is the gentleman whose 
name mtroduces this review, his home he- 
He was born in Oluo, 
July 10. 1843. and is a son of Jaeol and 
elizabeth (Dilts) eller. natives of Penn- 


Ing ON section J. 


svlvama. who removed to Ohio at an early 
(lay and in 184g came to Jowa. Alter 
spending about six years in Cedar county, 
they removed te Buehanan county in the 
spring of 1855, and the father purchased 
elehty acres of government land. which he 
pur under cultivation, continuing to make 
that place Ins home until called to his final 
rest in January, 1864, at the age of fifty 
years. [lis wife died in August. 1X9, and 
was buried in Cedar county. In polities 
he was a Kepublican., 

Our subjeet is the second in order af 
birth ina family of seven children, the otl- 
Wilham. a resident of Des 
Moines; Mlary Ellen, of Buchanan county, 


ers being 
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Towa: Henry, deceased; Margaret, of Linn 
county; and Ida and Mareus, both of Cedar 
county, lowa. 

Reared in. this state, Ephraim Keller 
attended the public schools ot Cedar, Bu- 
chanan and Linn counties until limeteen 
years of age, and at the same time assisted 
in the operation of the hame farm, taking 
charge of the same after his father’s death. 
and remaining there until i87y. Later he 
resided at varieus places, and became a per- 
manent resident of Grant township, Linn 
county, in 1882, when he purchased eighty 
acres oF land on 2é€ten 1, to wlielt he sue 
sequently added forty acres. dn 1899 he re- 
modeled his residence. and has made many 
ther improvements upun the place which 
add vreatly to irs value and attractive ap- 
pearance, He raises both grain and stock 
for market, and is meeting with well-ce- 
served SUCCESS, 

At Independence, Iowa, Mr. Keller was 
harried in 1869. to Miss .Azuba Stevens. 
who was born at Mlag Stalf, Maine, and 
was only a vear and a half old when she 
removed to Hlinois with her parents, Prince 
Thomas and A\senath (Staples) Stevens. 
Later the fumily came to lowa and took up 
their residence in Buchanan county, remain- 
ing there until 1872. when they removed 
to Grant township, Linn county. Mr. Ste- 
vens spent his last vears in retirement from 
active labor in the village of Walker. where 
he died and was buried. His widow still 
survives him ar the age of eighty-seven 
years, and continues ta make her home in 
Walker. She is a member of the Alethod- 
ist [episcopal church, while her husband was 
connected with the Free Methodist churel. 
Unto them were born eight children, name- 
Iv: Clara, deceased: .\ustin. a resident of 
southern Jowa: Alia H., of Afinnesota; 
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Flora, of Walker; Azuba, wife of our sub- 
ject; Brooks, of Linn county: Paul Thomas, 
of Tama county, Lowa: and Clara, deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keller are the parents of 
seven children, all living. namely: Cenora 
Dell, wife of Louis Payten, of Grant town- 
ship; Luetta, wife of Charles Chureh. vf 
Troy Mills, Jowa; Tessa Melvina. wile Ot 
Charles Andrews, a farmer of Buchanan 
county; Prince Edward, who lives in Grant 
township, Linn county, at home; [rank 
Leslie, who married Esther Walton and is 
engaged in farming in Buchanan county; 
and Ervin Wesley Stewart 
both at home. In his political athlations 
Mr. Keller is a Republican, and at present 


uli! Austin, 


is a member of the school board in his dis- 
trict. Le is a man of considerable prem 
nence in the community in which he lives. 
and wherever known he is held in Ingh 


regard. 





J. HAROLD LEAF. 


Among the energetic ard enterprising 
citizens of Brown township is numbered 
J. Harold Leaf, who 1s successfully follow- 
ing his chosen vocation on section 6, where 
he owns a valuable and well-improved farm 
of one hundred and forty acres. He was 
born in thig county, August &. 1867, lis 
parents being James and Jane (Taylor) 
Leaf. both natives of England. The father 
was reared in his native land, and was a 
narie the new 
Tle wis married in Pennsylvania, 


young when he came to 
world. 
where he made his home until (R65. and 
then came to Linn county, Iowa, lecating 
on a farm which he purchased in Aaine 
township. To the cultivation and WMpreve- 


ment of that place he devoted his time and 
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attention until called te his final rest in 
1878. There his wile also died. Oj the 
them only two are 
now living, these be:ng our subject and his 
ster Jlsié, ite of |. D. Crom, & Taiter 
of Mapleton, Lowa. 

Harold Leaf spent his 
much the usual manner of farmer boys oa 
the old homestead, and atter the death of 


eight children born to 


early life iy 


his parents he and his older brother, Charles 
C., naw deceased. tuak charge of the place. 


carrying it on together for a ouumber «ot 


vears. .A\fter the property was divided our 
subject operated his portion for sume veurs. 
and then traded the same forthe farm where 
he now resides, He ltuocated here in 1&g6. 
and has since made a number of usetul and 
valuable improvements on the place. melud- 
ing the erection of a jarge mudern res.dence, 
heated by furnace, and one ot the best larns 
In this county. He has also set out fruit 
wid ornamental trees. which add much to 
the beauty of the place. In connection with 
his farming operations he 1 also engaged 
in dairying and stock rats, 

At Anamosa, lowa, Mr. Leaf was mar- 
ried, October 18, 1888, to Miss Orpha B. 
Crow. who was born in Buffalo towuship. 
Mer fatier wae Ic. NI, Cram 
whe came here trom [ndiana im 1837, and 


this county, 


was engaged in farming in’ Buffalo rown- 
slup until his death, whieh occurred July 
26, 1894. (See sketch elsewhere in this 
work.) His wife died in November, 1872, 
when Airs. Leaf was quite voung, and she 
wes reared by her mother’s people in Cedar 
county, Towa. Our subject and his wife 
have a family of tive children, L’earl, Ethel, 
Fannie, Fred and Irene, all now in scheol 
with the exception of the youngest. 

Since attaining his majority My. Leat 
has affihated with the Democracy, but lias 


never been an aspirant for aliice. He is a 
member of the Odd Fetlows Lodge at 
Springville, ane in seetal as well as busi- 
ness circles he stands deservedly high among 
his fellow citizens. 





DAVID WILD. 


atid Wid, % 


and ligliy esteemed cicizen of Brown town- 


representative farmer 
ship. whose home is on section 6, was born 
county, England, on the 
15th uf September, 1836, and grew to man- 


in Cumberland 


howl a that country, learning the joiner’s 
and cartwrights trades, which he followed 
until his entigration to America in TR58, 
Coming west by the Great Lakes, he went 
np the Alississipp: rover from Prame du 
Chien to Sr. Paul on che steamboat that 
carried the first messave that was sent by 
the \dantie cable from Queen Victoria to 
President Buchanan. Mr. Wild went. to 
Jackson county, Minnesota. in search of a 
location, but not being pleased with that 
region he came te lowa and settled at Du- 
huque, where he worked at his trade in a 
sash, door and blind factory fer a year and 
a ohalf. He then went to Grant county, 
\Wiseonsin, and continued to work at his 
trade in Georgetown until he entered the 
army during the Civil war. 

It was in the spring of 1864 that Mr. 
Wile enlisted as a mechanic and went to 
Nashville, Tennessee, where he was em- 
ploved as foreman on government works for 
a uime. Subsequently he and twelve others 
mut of the twenty associated with lim en- 
tered the volunteer service as reguiar sol- 
hers. to help drive Generals Hood and For- 
rest froin the state. They participated in 

















———— 


the battles of Julmsonville and Nashivule, 
pesides imuiy skirmishes, and were in the 
reir uf General Shermaim’s army tor a 


alt. 


about a vear, 


tine. Wild was in the serv.ce tor 
and when the war ended he 
was honorably discharged at Nashville, In 
April. 1865. 

Returning to his eld home m1 Wiscon- 
siu, Mr. Wild worked at his trade in that 
stare unti] 1868, when he came to lowa and 
bought eighty acres of Jand on section 6, 
sown township, Linn county, only a few 
acres of which had been broken and a log 
cabin erected thereon. He made that his 
home fur two years while he devoted Ins 
atientiun to the development of his farm, 
and then built a small frame house, to which 
he hits since added until he now has a com- 
He has 
also built a large basement barn, which 1s 
ne of the best in the township, and has 
heautified his place by planting borh fruit 
aud forest trees around his home. He also 
owns another eighty-acre farm in Marion 
township, and his property has atl been ac- 
quired chrough his own unaided and ener- 
eetic efforts, for he came to the new world 


modions and pleasant residence. 


empty-handed, and has since been dependent 
upon lis own resources. 

On the 2d of October, 1862, Mr. Wild 
Was marrie| in Wisecsin to Miss Alary 
Ann kay, the wedding ceremony being per- 
formed by Kev. Jali sharp, a Methodist 
Episcopal minister of that state, who had 
came to this country tram England as a 
missionary. Mrs. Wild was bern in Wis- 
consin of English parentage, and was reared 
Wi Grant county, that state. Her father. 
Rev. Willant Nay. came wo America in 
1840. andl was a pioneer local preacher of 
Wisconsin. who used ta travel over his cit 
cuit in an ox-cart. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wild are the parents ot 
thirteen children, ail living, namely: Sarah 
M., now the wife of James M. Pearson, 
a substantial farmer of Brown townslup; 
Grace E., wife of George E. Calvert, of the 
same township; William K., a merchant of 
Delaware Junction, Delaware county, lowa; 
Jennie, wife of Vinton Smith, a merchant ot 
Tulsa, Indian Territory; John A., a farmer 
of Marion township, this county; Charles 
C., a farmer of Marion township, but whoa 
resides at hame; Alice, who holds a business 
position in Springville, Rosa M.. who ts 
a teacher by profession; George, who aids 
his father in carrying on the home farm; 
and Ed, Leona, Bertha and Fred, all at 
houne. 

In politics Mr. Wild was a Republican 
until 1872, since which time he has athh- 
ated with the Democratic party. He has 
served on the school board, and 1s now 
treasurer of the independent school district. 
He has also served as secretary and treas- 
urer of the Brown Township [lorse 
Thief Association. He reared in 
the Church of England and confirmed 
by the Bishop ot Canterbury, but he and his 
wife vow attend the Method:st Episcopal 
church, although they are not members of 


WlS 


any chureh, He formerly affiliated with 
the Independent Order ut Odd Fellows at 
Springville. and 18 highly respected and 
esteemed by all who know hon, 


a -—O-—— 


OLIVER CLARK. 


For many years this gentleman was one 
of the leading and prominent citizens ol 
Linn township, as well as one of the hon- 
ored pioneers of the county. He was bern 
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Fe 


123. 
sixteen 


nn Lorain county, Ohio, October 2. 
end lived at lis birthplace until 
he came to Lowa with 
and Telecta (Wilcox } 
of Connecticut. where 
They reared their faim- 


ears Of age, when 
Oliver 


Clark, both natives 


aS 
7“ 
luis parents, 


they were married. 
iy in Ohio. 
Linn county, Iowa, and took up a tract of 
vovermmnent land where the city of Cedar 


In 1837 the father came to 


Rapids now stands. Tle then returned to 
Ohio for lis family, and during his ah- 
sence the claim was jumped. Two vears 
later he became a resident of Franklin town- 
ship, this county. and entered another tract 
of land. on whieh he made his home until 
lus death, which occurred January 13, 1874, 
when he was seventy-three years of age. 
By trade he was a blacksmith, but during 
lis residence in this state he followed agri- 
cultural pursuits. His wife survived him 
tert vedrs. and died on the okt homestead. 
at the age of eightv-two years. [i their 
jamily were eleven children. of whom one 
som wud two daughters are still living. 

AS previously stated, the subjeet of this 
sketch accompanied lis parents on their re- 
moval to this county, and became promi- 
nently identified with the early improvement 
and development of this locahty. He turner 
the first furrow ever turned where the CILYy 
of Cedar Rapids is now located. it being on 
the sie of the present postoltice building. 
He also hauled the first lead of merechan- 
aise that ever entered the city of Marion, 
Irom Muscatine, then called Blcomington. 
He remamed with his parents until lis en- 
listinent in the Mexican war. in whieh: he 


uM 


served nine months. On his return home. 
in June. 1847. he engaged in farming on 
his own account on a tract of land which 
he hil purchased previous to emleringe the 


army, and in the spring ef i848 buitt for 


himself! a home on section 32, Linn town- 
ced. 
There he followed farming and stock rais- 
In 1868 Mov. Clark 
removed to the farm where lis widow now 


siup., one mile north of where he 
ing for twenty vears. 


resides, and iinproved the place by erecting 
a hine barn and other buildings, besides plac- 
ig it under an excellent state of cultivation. 
since his death Mrs. Clark, in 1895, built 
a beautiful country home near where the 
Old house was located when they first took 
possession of the place. : 
Ou the 16th of Qetuber. 1847, Mr. 
Clark married Miss Barbara Elen Brice, 
who was barn in Leith, Seotland, June 25, 
828, a daughter of William and Agnes 
(Salley) Brice, alsa natives of that coun- 
try. Phe father. who was an architect. died 
when Afrs. Clark was but a small child, 
and the mother afterward came to the Uni- 
ted States. Mrs. Clark erossed the Atlantic 
about 833 with her uncle and aunt. Mr, 
and Alrs. Satley, and after spending some 
time in New York state. came with them to. 
dowa in November, 1839. the trip across 
the continent being made by way of the 
Erie canal to Buffalo, and thence by the 
Great Lakes ty Chicago, where they were 
The journey from there 
was made by wagon, but owing to the heavy 
loads Alrs. Clark walked the entire distance 
with the exception of about fye miles. 
They loeated at St. Julian, Linn township, 
this county, where her uncle served as post- 


met by two uncles. 


master and also engaged in blacksmithing, 
manulacturing the first diamond  mold- 
hoard plow and other machinery ever made 
in Linn county. Before leaving Scotland 
Mrs. Clark’s mother was married again, her’ 
secaricl husband heing William Hogue. by 
whom she had one son who came to America 


with his parents in 1852. All are now de- 
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ceased. Mrs. FHlogue survived her husband, 
and atter lis death made her home with 
Mrs. Clark, where she «died January 22, 
i892. at the advanced age of minety-lour 
Mrs. Clark is now 
the unly survivor of the five children born 
One brother and two 


sisters cume to America, mumely: Walla 


years and ten months. 
vo! the first marriage. 


engaved in farming and the sawmill busi- 
ness in California unt. his death in) No- 
vember, 1895. He worked in the null that 
sawed the unmense tree, one board of which 
would cover a large room and was on ex- 
hibitian at the World's Fair in 1893. 
nes married Jolin Barr, aud died in Water- 
tonl, Nee Lore. 


Mexiunder Rogers. who. 


Ag- 


Isabella was the wife of 
after living im 
Jowa for four vears, removed to California, 
and she died near San Franeisen, at the age 
al twellly-siX. 

innye ela. 


six cluklren. as tallows: 


Mrs. Clark were born 
(:) Wilham Ohi- 


Linn township, \ugust 21, 


aril 
ver. born in 
iS4N, was educated in the district scliools 
He assisted 
nthe work of the hame farm until attam- 


and his alwavs resided here. 


Ing his majority, and then commenced tarnt- 
Ing on lis own place. consisting of one 
hundred aeres on seetion 32. Linn townsiup. 
He 


In polities he is 


He is also engaged in stock raising. 
resides with his mother. 
a Democrat. (2) \gnes is the wife of Mi- 
chael Llarrison Cavanaugh, now a resident 
{ Denver, Colorado. who was bern in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and fur a number 
Linn 
county, where he engaged in farming and 
school teaching. 


wl years resided in township, this 
They have three children, 
Lester, Harry and Belle. all bern in Linn 
county. (3) Mary wedded Bernett Ashton, 
a farmer of Danbury, Nebraska. and died 
I 1883. (4) Thomas G., a farmer of Ber- 
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train townslup, this county, married Ilia 
Calhoun, and they have one cluild, Etta, 
now the wife of Rav Goodyear, who 1s en- 
gaged in farming on her father’s place. 
(5) Henry was educated at Cornell Col- 
lege, and is now a prominent farmer 4% 
Franklin township. this county. He is a 
Democrat in polities and at present is serv- 
ing as assessor. He married Rebecca Nea- 
ler and they have four clauldren, Lawrence. 
Pearl, Frederick and Ross. (6) Marlie D. 
married Cora Hyatt and ts engaged in farin- 
ing and stock ruising oi the old humestead 
in Linn township. making a specialty of 
thoroughbred Shorthorn cattle. of which he 
has a very Ane herd. dn polities he ts a 
Democrat, and as a public-spirited and en- 
terprising citizen he advocates all that tends, 
to improve the community in which he re- 
sicles. 

Mr. Clark died on the farm now ocecu- 
pied by his widow, December 14, 1891. 
amd was laid to rest in Mt. Zion cemetery, 
Linn township. Ne was a supporter of the 
Presbyterian church, which Ing family all 
attended. Politically he was identified with 
the Democratic party. but he never cared 
for public office, though he served at one 
time as constable of lis township. He was 
held in the highest respect by lus fellow 
citizens for his upright and honest deal- 
ines, and made many friends throughout 
the county where he had so long made lis 
home and where he was so widely known. 





CHARLES F. GOKDOS. 


Among the well-to-do and prosperous 
citizens of Linn county why devore thetr 
“ime and attention to agricultural pursuits 
and have met with marked suceess in their 
labors is the gentleman whose name intro- 
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duces this review. He makes bis home 
on section 36, Brown township. and is the 
owner of two valuable farms aggregating 
two hundred and forty acres. 

A native of this county, Mr. Gordon 
was born in Alt. Vernon, October 14. 1857, 
and is a sun of Charles S. Gordon. whose 
felmont county, Ohio, 


The father was reared in 


Lirth occurred 1 
March 29, 1868. 

his native state, and in 
Olio, he married Miss Rachel .\. Arment, 
whe was born in Delaware, and in 183t, 


Alurgan county, 


when a child of eight years, removed with 
her father, Levi .\rment, to Ohio. Mr. 
Gordon was a mechanic and followed the 
plasterer’s trade in early life. On first com- 
ing to Linn county. lowa, im 1855. he lo- 
cated in Mt. Vernon, and worked at his 
trade nine years. At the end of that time 
he purchased a farm in Brown townslup, 
and made many permanent miprovements 
Aiter 
twenty vears he sold the farm and removed 


on the same. residing there for 
to Springville, where he spent the closing 
He died at the residence 
of a son in Linn township. May 1, 1898, 
and his wife passed away July fo, £897, 


years of lis rte. 


beth being laid ta rest in the Springville 
cemetery. 

Charles F. Gordon was a lad of seven 
vears when the Jamily took up their resi- 
dence on the farm in Brown 
Which was their home just twenty years, 


township, 


as they lett the place on the same day of 
the month that they located there. Our 
subject then engaged in farming on rented 
land for three vears, and at the endl of that 
ume bought forty acres of lis present farm. 
from time to tine he has added to his 
onigimaal purchase until he now has two hun- 
dred and forty acres, divided inte two farms 
and improved with two sets of good farm 
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buildings. At the age ol twenty-one he 
commenced hauling niulk for the creamery 
In tus neighborhood, and has since engaged 
i that pursuit. He now rents lis farms 
aud devotes his entire time to Stock raising 
and the dairy business, which he has found 
a profitable source of income. 

In this county, Mr. Gordon was mar- 
ried, May 13, 8&5. to Aliss Rebecca Dun- 
born and reared in Licking 
county, Olio, and was a young lady when 


In 1876, 


11 company with a brother and a sister and 


Jap, who was 
she came to Linn county. Towa. 


her husband, she came to this state, and 
were later jomed by the other members of 
the tamily. They came across the country 
with teams, atriving here on the 6th of 
November. that vear. William Dunlap, fa- 
ther of Alrs. Gordon, was a native of Vir- 
gina, and emigrate! ra Ohio, where he 
ved until his death, 

Myr. and Mrs. Gordon have one daugh- 
ter. Their frst born, a son, died in infancy. 

Since casting Ins first presidential ballot 
tor James -\. Garfteld, Mfr. Gordouw has al- 
ways athlated with the Republican party, 
but has never sought or held pubhe othee, 
preferrmy to give lus entire tine and at- 
tention to interests. He 1s 
widely) knowin as an upright and reliable 
business man, and he commands the con- 
fidence and respect of all with whom he 
comes in contact either in business or social 


luis business 


lite. Ilis success is due to his own well- 
directed ane energetic efforts and the as- 
sistance Of lis estimable wie. 


——_—_~¢-«-@—_____ 
G. W. ALLEN. 


Outside of Cedar Rapids there are many 
progressive and energetic business men 11 
Linn county who have met with excellent 





G. W. ALLEN. 


Ji 


at 


2 





. 
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success in their undertakings, aud are now 
guite wealthy. -\njong these is numbered 
GW. Allen, a well-known merchant’ ot 
Bertram. He was born in .\dams county, 
Illinois, September 25, 7843, and 1s a son 
of Franklin and Rebecca (Myers)° Allen. 
The father was born in Dresden, New York, 
April 15, i818, and came west during the 
‘sos. Ile assisted in building Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and was engaged in ratting 
logs down the Missouri river for a lime in 
connection with a brother, who was drowned 
while fullowing that pursuit. Franklin Al- 
len then went to Illinvis, where he engaged 
in milling, and in that state he was married 
October 10, 1842, to Rebecea Myers, who 
was born in Richland county, Ohio, July 25, 
1825. Subsequently they removed to Alis- 
souri, where he alsy followed nulling until 
the war brieke 1846 
he enlisted with Ave hundred others, and 


Mexican out. In 


service for sixteen months. 
He then returned ta Council Dlutfs, Towa, 
where he had tal- 
lowed Jus chusen occupation there unul 
the spring uf 1852. Mormen 
at that he, with a coleny 
train of forty wagons, went tu Salt Lake 
City, Utah, where he made his home until 
1857, when he rerned to lowa and settled 
in Cedar county. He operated a mull at 
that place for two yeurs, and then came to 


Was ai the 


lett dus fanuly, ane 
ba: : 
eine a 


tinie, and 


Linn county, where he followed the same oc- 
cupation near Bertram unul 1862. During 
that year he again entered the service of Ins 
country, cnlisting in Company A, Twentieth 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, but was dis- 
charged fifteen months later on account of 
disability and returned to his home in thus 
county, He subsequently had the uustor- 
tune to lose an arm in the machinery of 


Scott's mill, near Bertram, and then removed 
32 
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to Bertram and embarked in mereantile busi- 
ness. He remained a resident of that place 
until his death, which occurred December 
16, 1890, and he was laid to rest in Camp- 
bell’s cemetery. During the latter part of 
his life he was a member of the Freewill 
Baptist Church, and was always a supporter 
of the men and measures of the Democratic 
party. His patriotism and loyalty were 
manifested by his service in two wars, and 
he was ever recognized as a valued citizen 
of his community. His estimable wife died 
February 16, 1885. 

Unto them were horn fourteen cluldren, 
of whom G. W., our subject, is the oldest, 
Samuel, the next in order of birth, died in 
infancy; Matilda is the wife of ‘Lhompson 
Kountz, of Bertram townslup, this county; 
Franklin married Nanev Bickford and lives 
i1 Maquoketa, Iowa: Vina, deceased, was 
the wife of Peter Flanagan. of Oxtord, 
lowa; Rebecca is the wife of James Moore, 
of Clinton; Jacob died April 23, 1595; 
Amanda is the widow of Alexander blair 
and a resident of Rock Island. Ilmois; 
Danie! died in infanev; Sarah died in child- 
hood; Henry married and resides in Daven- 
port; Wesley married Jessie Murphy, and 18 
also a resident of Davenport; Edith is the 
wite of O. J. Knapp, of Marion; and an- 
other child died in intaney. 

G. W. Allen accompanied his parents. on. 
their various removals during his loyhood, 
and was principally educated in the sulserip- 
tion schools of Sale Lake City and the dis- 
trict schools of Cedar and Linn counties, 
Iowa, but his opportunities along that line 
were rather limited. At the age of seven- 
teen he commenced assisting his father im 
the mill, and he also engaged im the tm- 
her and tie business, aul followed that mntl 
the breaking out of the war. 
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Mr. Allen remained at home until he 
jyoied the boys in blue during the war of 
the Rebellion, enlisting at Cedar Rapids, 
August 11, 1862, in Company A, Twentieth 
lowa Vounteer Infantry. After 
inustered in at Clinton be went with huis 
command to Davenport and later to St. 
Louis and Rolla, Missourt, where thev drew 
accoutrements. For some time they were 
cuyiged in skirmishing between Springtielc, 
that state, and bavetteville, Arkansas, and 
rook part i the battle of Prairie Grove, Ar- 
kansas, December 7, 18062. Later they were 
11 a number of skirmishes in that state and 
Missouri: until June, 1863, when they te- 
turned to St. Louis, where Mr. Allen was 
taken sick trom exposure and was sent to 
the hospital in Jefferson City, Alissour:. 
Subsequently he was granted a thirtv-day 


beige 


turlough, which he spent at home, and on 
the expiration of that time rejoined his regi- 
Inent at Corpus Christi Bay, Texas, where 
they remiimed six months. They next went 
to Brownsville, opposit: Mlatamouras, Mex- 
ico, and trom there to St. Mary’s Light 
House, where they boarded a vessel, which 
carried them to New Orleans. They 
marched up White river and were engaged 
In seouting around Duvall’s Bluff tor a 
time, and then returned to New Orleans, 
from which place they were ordered to Tort 
Morgan, and assisted in the capture oi that 
stronghold. After this engagement they 
returned to New Orleans and later took a 
steamer to Pensacola, Florida, and fron 
there went to Fort Barancas, Florida, and 
then to Fort Dlakeiv, near Mobile. arriving 
in tune tu take an active part in the sieve 
aud capture of that fort. This practically 
closed the war, and they were mustered out 
at Mobile in April. 1865. By steamer thev 
went to St. Louis, and from there returned 


to Clinton, Towa, where they were dis: 
charged on the 27th of July. 

Returning co lis home in Bertram, Mr, 
Allen assisted Juis father in business until 
March, 1866, when he went to a peint on 
the Missouri river near Omaha and engaged 
in rafting and flathoating on the river for 
some years. In 1879 we again find him in 
Linn county, and he devoted his time to rail- 
road construction werk until July 3, 1883. 
when he opened a general store in Bertram, 
and has since successfully engaged in. busi- 
ness ‘at that place, having the largest store of 
the kind in this section of the county. He is 
a must progressive and up-to-date brsiness 
nau, and has heen remarkably successful in 
Besides his lyusiness 
property he owns town lets in Bertram, one 
Jot i Marion, four and a half Jets in Cedar 
Kapids, two hundred and sixty aeres of land 
il this county, three hundred and twenty 
acres in South Dakota, five hundred and 
twenty acres in Alissouri, eighty acres im 
Kansas, and eighty acres in Nebraska. 

Near Tipton, Cedar county, lowa, Myr. 
Allen was married, February 16, 1881, to 
Aliss Ida Wirick. who was born December 
26, 1854, in Riehland county, Ohio, of whieh 
her parents, Joseph and Sarah (Myers) 
My. and Mrs. 
Wirick were married in Cedar county, Us 
state, April 1. 1852, and then returned to 
Ohio to visit his parents, remaining there 
three years, during whieh time two chil- 
dren were born to them. Tn the fall of 1849 
they returned to Cedar county, where Mr. 
Wiriek engaged in farming until his death, 
occurred November 7, 1891. In 
1896 his wife came toe Linn county. and now 
makes her home with her children. Unto 
them were born fifteen children, namely: 
Thomas married Ella Fulwider and lives in 


his financial ventures. 


Wirick, were also natives. 


which 





——————— 


Boulder, Colorado; Ars. 
order of birth; Loduska is engaged in mis- 
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Allen is next ut CHARLES li PETTY 
Prominent among the progressive, en- 


sionary work at Tokio, Japan; Cassius AL, 

who is professor of chemistry i the Boys’ 
Manual Training School of Chicagy, mar- 

eed Fannie Pearce and second Cora Rhiner- 
son; Plimpton is an expert machinist, living 
in’ Greensboro, North Carulina; Orange 
married Addie Fuster, and is engaged in 
mining in Salina, Colorado, Asher married 
Catherine Chompson, and is a blacksmith 
of Cedar Bluiis, lowa; Viola married John 
D. Werling, and died in Carbondale, Colo- 
rado, Mav 14, 188g; Minnie is the widow 
of John Howard, and a resident of Clarence, 
lowa; Myrta is the wile ot Willian Wer- 
ling. a farmer, of Cedar county ; Lulu is a 
tailuress of Salina, Colorado: Helen mar- 
ried Isuae Collar, and died in Cedar county, 
Jowa, in November, 1896; Frank is a tari 
near Tinta, Towa: Beatrice 1s 
the wife uf Frank Hunter, of Bertram, and 
Lucian, wvin brother of Beatrice. died at the 


Ur, living 


ave of eleven months. Ar. aul Sire Allen 
Have wo daughters: Cura R., born June 


4, 18845 and Oma, born December 14, 1S8s, 
on the anniversary of George Washington's 
death. Both will graduate from the Bert- 
ram schools 11 190T. 

Socially Mr. Allen athhiates 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and I. Z. 
Cook Dost, No. 235. G. A. R., of Cedar 
Rapids, and politically he is identified with 
the Democracy. 
pWising, 


Public spirited and enter- 
yterest 1m 
public affurs, and Has acceptably filled a 
Maher 


he tukes a very active 
ut local offices, serving many years 
as i member of the school feard and also 
as townslup clerk and treasurer lor a wten- 
her of years, as well as postmaster of Bert- 
gilt He is one of the most popular and 
Influential citizens of his community. 


with tlre In- 


terprising and successful business men of 
the eastern part of the county is Charles 
H. Petty, of Viola, who is the semor mem- 


ber of the well-known firm of Petty & 
James, general merchants of that place. 


Almost his entire life has been passed in 


this county, and with its agricultural and 


conunercial interests he has been promi- 
nently identitied s.nce reaching malls 
estate. 


Mr. Petty was born on the 26th ot De- 
cember, 1849, in Whiteside county, Hlinois, 
pear the present city of Sterling, and is a 
son of John Petty, who brought lis fanily 
ty Linn county, lowa, in 1856. The father 
was a native of Vermont and one of the 

settlers of \Whiteside county, Hh- 
There he married Mrs. Lydia Dun- 
lap. who was born New Milford, 
Pennsylvania, and was a daughter of Gil- 
con Peck. -\s previously stated, they came 
to this county in 1856, but the father was 
rot long permitted to enjoy his new home, 
The mother 


ploreer 
Nols. 
near 


as he died three years later. 
survived him some years and reared their 
family. In their children, 
four buys and one girl, and all are living 
with the exception of one son, who died in 
Ia7. 

The subject of this review grew to man- 
receiving 


fanuly were five 


hood on a farm in tlis county, 
but limited educational advantages, So that 
he is practically a seli-educated as well as a 
selicmade man, After mature 
vears he engaged in farming on 
His iret purchase 
brawn 


arriving: al 
rented 
land jor several vears. 
consisted ot sixty-eight acres 10 
township, which he improved wid culuvater 


for some time and then sold at a wood 





pront, buving another farm near Viola. 
This was known as the old Peet farm and 
comprised two hundred and twenty acres. 
on wlich he located in i886. but had pur- 
chased it three years previously, making it 
his home for seven vears. While engaged 
i farming he also devoted considerable at- 
tentiun to raising, feeding and shipping 
stuck, and was one of the prominent stock 
dealers of the county. In 1&3 le rented 
his tarm aud built a pleasant home in Viola, 
where he has since resided. In \pril. 1goo, 
he formed a partnersltip with Samuel James 
and purchased a mereantile establishment 
in Viola, which they have size suecessfully 
carried on under the frm name of Petty 
& James. They carry a well-selected stock 
of general merchandise, aml by fair and 
honorable dealing have gained the conte 
dence of the public and a tberal patronage. 
When he began his business career Mr. 
Petty was without capital, and ly fis own 
unaided efforts he has worked his way up- 
ward to a position of affluence. so that he is 
how one af the prosperous and substantial 
men of iS community. 

In Linn county, in i878 Mr. Petty was 
wiuted tm marriage with Miss Mahala Par 
sons, Whe was born and reared on a farm 
in Jones county, lowa. They have one son, 
Clarence, who is now a voung man and is 
sull at home. Mr. Petty is connected with 
Viola Lodge, A. O. UL Wo In his political 
ahhations he has heen a lifedone Kepubli- 
can, having never Tailed to vote with that 
party at each presidential election since 
casting Jus first ballot tor General U. S. 
Grant in J&72. 

I teGgt «iT. 


where he spent two vers, and the follewing 


Petty went té Kansas, 


two vears were passed in’ Califernia. Tne 


with that exception he has always made 
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ats home in this county since the age of six 
vears. He witnessed the 
greater part of irs growth and develop- 
ment, and im its progress has manifested a 


has therefore 


deep interest, having always taken his part 
in supporting those measures calculated to 
prove of public good. 


Pee) 


WW. Moses, a prominent citizen and 
successful farmer and stock raiser of Grant 
tuwnslip, residing on section &. was born 
on the rth of Mav, 1842. in Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania. of whieh state his 
parents, Jacob and Eva (Wagner) Moses, 
were also natives. The father, who was a 
farmer by oceupation, remuved with — his 
Humily te Ulinois in 1838. He «ied Janu- 
ary 75. 1Ago, at the age uf seventy-lour 
years. and his wife departed this life June 
G, ISOS. at the age of SCVENLV-nine vears. 
In their family were eleven children, of 
whom @ur subjeet is fourth in order vf birth, 
and six of the number are still living. 

Alr, Muses. of this review. began his 
education in the common schools ef his na- 
Ove state, and continued his studies in IIh- 
nois after the family’s removal to that state. 
He remained at home until twenty-two 
years of age, when he entered the employ 
cl the government during the Civil war. 
heing stationed fur a time ar Springfield 
Returning home i 
i864. he enlisted at Freepurt. Jllinuis, om 
the 14th of Febrnary, af the following 
year, in’ Cumpany E. Forty-sixth Tlinois 
Volunteer Trfantry, for three vears or dare 
ing the war, 


and Kowleyv. Missouri. 


lis regiment was ass gned 
ti garrison duty, and be remained in the 
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service until October g, 1865, when he was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennes- 
see. He then returned to Freeport, Mhnois. 
and engaged in farming for a time. In 
1867 he went to Benton county, Lowa, 
where he followed the same pursuit in peart- 
nership with his brother unul 1869, and 
then remuyed to Buchanan county, this state. 
where he purchased land, making lis home 
there until coming to Linn county in the 
1870. 
eightv-aere tract of wild Jand on section 8, 


spring ot Mr. Moeses boughr an 
Grant township, which he placed under cul- 
tivation, and subsequently purchased an ad- 
joining eighty acres on the same sect:ou, 
making a farm of one hundred and sixty 
aerés, which he has converted ito a very 
desirable and well-improved place. 

On the 8th of November, 186y, was 
celebrated the marriage of Mr. Moses and 
Miss Celestia Bailey. a daughter of James 
and Clarinda (Brown) Bailey, natives of 
New York and Pennsylvania, respectively. 
James Brown was a carpenter by trade and 
at various times followed farming. He 
departed thus life January Io. 1864. lhis 
wife died January 22, 1870, both being in- 
terred in Benton county. a Urhana bury- 


Ine graund. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Aloses 
were barn three children. namely: Inez; 


Lois W.. who died in infaney; and Dud- 
lev. ‘Those living are at home with their 
parents. The family held meniberslip in 
the Methodist Episeapal church, and are 
people of prominence in 
Where they reside. 


the community 
Mr. Moses was one of 
the pioneer business men of the town of 
Walker, condueting a general store in part- 
nership with James K. Hotkiss. He sold 
and weighed out the first sugar sold in 
Walker, on the depot platiorm, while AWit- 
my the completion of the store building. 


their home for a vear. 





The Republican party has always found m 
Mr. Moses a stanch supporter of its princi- 
ples, and he has filled the office of school 
director in a most commendable and satis- 
factory manner, 


HENRY E. SeLLTH. 

Henry 1. Smith, the well-known and 
efficient secretary of the Star Club of Cedar 
Rapids, was born in Ontario county, New 
York, on the 15th of June, 1838 His fa- 
ther, Daniel M. Smith, was a native of Ver- 
mont and a worthy representative of the 
sturdy Green Mountain boys, Is ancestors 
being pioneers of that state. When a young 
man he removed to Ontario county, New 
York, Miss Lucinda 
Hickox, a native of that county. There 
he carried on farming for some vears, }ut. 


where le married 


ii 1836 came west and took up his resi- 
dence in Linn county, Iowa, purchasing a 
farm near Cedar Rapids, where he followed 
his chosen calling throughout the remainder 
of his life, dving there in 1875, at the ripe 
old age of seventy years. 
vived him two years and passed away at 
the home of our subject in 1877. 

Mr. Smith, of tis review, was a young 


His wite sur- 


man of eighteen years when he came to ts 
county with his parents, and tor some years 
he assisted his father in operating the home 
farm. Returning to Ontario county, New 
York, in 1864, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Adella Earl, who was born and 
reared in Monroe county, that state. Soon 
afterward he brought his bride to Cedar 
Rapids, and engaged in taming two and a 
half miles from the city, where they macle 
He then returned to 
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Ontario county. New York, where he was 
engaged i agricultural pursiits for three 
He was also interested in stock 
raising, making a specialty of sheep. In 
1868 he purchased a farm two and one-half 
miles west of Cedar Rapicls and in the spring 
of 1869 he returned and resumed farin- 
ing here. ‘Ta the further improvement and 
cultivation ot his land he devoted lus ener- 
mies until the death of his wife. since which 
time he has made his home in Cedar Rapids. 

Alrs. Snuth died in December, 1893. and 
wis laid to rest in Linwood cemetery. Of 


years. 


the three children born ef this union Viola 
married J. V. Akemper and died in 1894, 
leaving one son, Glenn. Fred was a young 
man of good education and exemplary 
habits, why held a position with I. A. Wil- 
cox tn the Etna loan office in Cedar Rapids 
until is death, which occurred in 1X94. 
He lett. a widow and one ehild, Thesla. 
Clayton. the youngest of the family and 
the only surviver, is now a res dent of Sr. 
Louis, Missouri, 

Silee casting his first presidential ballot 
for Abraham Linevln in 1860, Alr. Smith 
has heen a stanel: supporter ef the men and 
measures of the Republican party. and lias 
never wavered in [is allegiance to that great 
political organization, thuugh he has never 
been an aspirant far office. While living 
on lis durm, however, he served five terms 
On the or- 
ganization of the Star Cluly Mr. Smith be- 
came ao member and Hts first 


ltr serving three years he re- 


as ussessor ot his townsliup. 


wits elected 
secretary. 
signed, but a vear later, im January, igor, 
lj 


Sitio ml at mest capable and sal slitctory 


i¢ was re-elected and is now fling that po- 
manner. After lis wife's death he was on 
the rowd fur a time in the imerest of .\. TI. 
Connor & Company, depot contractors and 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


a 





builders, alung the line of the Chicage & 
Northwestern Railroad. lor over forty 
years he his been a resident of this county, 
and «turing that time has made hosts of 
warm friends who esteem him highly for 
is genuine worth and many noble traits of 


character. 


SAMUEL JAMES. 


Por thirty vears this gentleman has 
made lus tame im Lian county and is to- 
day one of her most reliable and energetic 
business men, being a member of the tirm 
of Petty & James, preninent merchants of 
“Vila. 
side wf fhe Atlant, as he wae 
Coruwall, neland., October 16, 1846, and 


there grew to manhood upon a tarm. He 


ths early home was on the other 
bern iM 


was first married ino that country and tor 
some tine warked in a stone quarry alter 
reaching: mature years. 

ln i8y, Mtr. James left his wative land 
i Afarch and satied for .\ineriea, arriv.ng 
in New York in April of that vear. For 
two years he worked on a farm in Con- 
necticut, an then came west to Iowa. He 
oltamed emplovinent in the quarries at 
Stone City. with which he was connected 
for nearly thirty years, first as foreman, 
wid tater as a partier in the business. Dur- 
we the most af this time he resided in 
Viola, where he purchased properry in 1876 
and improved the same. In April, 1goo, he 
formed a partnership with Charles H. Petty 
and purchased a general ste re in that village, 
whieh they are now conducting with marked 
success, luiving already Tilt up a coo 
trade which is constantly increasing. 

Mr. James Inst hts first wife, Lavina 
(Pierce) James, in t&76. by whem he had 


six elildren, namely: Marv, now the wile 
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of John Palmer, of Springville; Ernest J.. 
a resident of Viola; Pierce, vf Viela; Sain- 
uel, Jr., who holds a responsible position in 
the Springville Exchange Bank; Kate, wife 
of Burt Miner, of Jones county, lowa; and 
Thomas, of Viola. lor lis secur wife Mr. 
James married Mehitable Heaton, a native 
of Linn county, by whem he has two chil- 
dren, Susie L. and Charles I, 

In political sent:ment Mr. fames 1s an 
ardent Republican and has never wavered 
in his allegiance to that party since he cast 
his first presidential vote for James G. 
Blaine. but he has never sought political 
honors, He takes a deep interest in educa- 
Hiecnal affairs, aud las efficiently served as 
a member ef the school beard for several 
years, being president of ihe same at the 
present time. fle was reared in the Episco- 
pal faith and still holds membership m that 
church. Fraternally he is a promnent Ma- 
son, helonging to the blue lodge. chapter 
and cannndery at the 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Cedar 
ktapicls. 


Anamusa. and 
He was formerly a member in 
high standing of the Odd Fellows lodge at 
Viola, but when the lodge was discontinued 
he juined \nwnesa Lodge, No. 40, 10 which 
he has (led all the chairs und is now past 
erand. His strict integrity and lonorable 
dealings in business commend him to the 
confidence of all, and he is one of the most 
influential and popular citizens of lus com- 
munity. 


HENRY HOCKIEA. 


This well-known and highly esteemed 
citizen ot Spring Grove township. was born 
oi the rath of \ugust, 184s. in |lender- 
burnick, Davidston parish, Cornwall, Eng- 
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land, his parents being William and Mary 
(Heiston) Hocken, who cont nued their 
residence in that country throughout life. 
The father was a farmer by vecupation. In 
their family were ten children, of whom 
Henry is second in order of birth. Nine 
are still living and three make their home 
in the United States, these being Mary Jane 
and Martha, both residents of Philadelphia, 
and Henry, of this review. 

During his boyhood Henry Hocken re- 
ceived a common school education in Ins 
native land and remained at haume with Tis 
parents until he attamed his majority. He 
was then united in marriage w.th Miss 
Mary Mathews, who is the seemid in order 
of birth in a family of four children, and a 
daughter of Anthony and Elizaleth (lay- 
lor) Mathews, who were alsu life-long resi- 
dents of England. She has one sister. [elizii- 
beth Anna, who is living in America. Lito 
Mr. and Mrs. Hocken were born eleven 
children, as follows: Harry, whe married 
Etta Neitheck, and is engaged in farming 
7 Buchanan county, lowa; Polly. wite ol 
Nathan Smith, also a farmer of Guchanan 
county; Anna, wite of James Marlin, 4 
janner of the same county; Catherime. whe 
was a twin sister of .\nna and died young; 
Willian, who married Ellen Newton and 
lives near Fairbanks, Iowa; Victor, a res.- 
dent of Troy Mills, Linn county: Gifford. 
who died at the age of eighteen year: Jerry, 
a resident of Buchanan county: Gert anid 
Carl, both at heme; and one whe died im 
inianey. 

For tliree vears after his marriage Ar. 
Hocken was employed as a police officer 
in Plymouth, England, and then worked 
fur When 


twenty-five years ol age he and lis family 


his father for about a year. 


sailed for America, taking passage at Liver 
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pool, england, on the City of Washington, 
which was fourteen days in crossing the 
ocean at this time. On landing in New 
York, Alr. Hocken came tnmeidiately to 
Towa and located in Jackson county, and 
Jarer in Clinton county, where. after work- 
ing for a year and a half for others, he 
rented a farm. In 1874 he came to Linn 
county and settled in Spring Grove town- 
slip, where he at first operated a rented 
farm, but later in the same year he pur- 
chased forty acres of partially improved 
Jand, to which he subsequently added a 
furty-acre tract of wild land. This he has 
placed under a high state of cultivation and 
nade many useful and substantial iniprove- 
He is engaged in general 
farming and stock raising, aud is meeting 


ments thereun. 


with well-deserved success in his labors. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Alasonie 
lodge at Walker, in which he has served as 
jumor warden and junior deacon, and po- 
Demo- 
cratic party. He has filled the offices of road 
supervisor and schowl director in a most 


creditable and acceptable manner, and he 


liuecally he is identified with the 


commands the contidence and respect ot all 
with whom he comes in coutaet cither in 
publi or private life, 


ROBERT ELLIS. 


Robert Illis, of Rapids township, is an 
lomored representative of the early pioneers 
ot this county, and a true type of the en- 
ervetic. hardy men who have actively as- 
sistel in developing and improving this 
heautiiul and fertile agricultural region. 
Te was one of the first white men to set 


foot mn Cedar Rapids, as the dusky savages 


were still living here when he first came to 
the county in 1838. 

A native of Pennsylyan’a, Mr. Ellis was 
born in Westmoreland county, January 20, 
1817, and is a son of John and Elizabeth 
(Cairns) Ellis, both natives of Ireland. In 
early life his father came to the new world 
and settled in Westmoreland county, Penn- 
sylvama, where he followed farming until 
lus death in 1836. There he married Eliza- 
beth Cairns, who had come to America with, 
her parents when quite voung. She also died 
Mm that county in ayo. They had two chil- 
dren, of whem our subject is eldest in or- 
der of birth. By a former marriage John 
IeIhs was the father of eight children. Of 
the ten children Robert. Ellis is the only 
Survivor. 

Robert Elhs was reared in the county of 
his nativity and aequired his education in 
an old log school house. Ar the age of 
twenty vears he started west. and aiter 
spending about a vear in Ohio and Michi- 
gan. he crossed the Mississippi river at 
Koek Island, Hlinois. and follawed an In- 
dian trail through the state of Iowa. He 
spent about six weeles in what ig now Cedar 
county, and then eame on a prospecting 
lonr to what is now Rapids township, Lina 
county. The only resident of Cedar Rapids 
at that time was Philip Hall, who lived in 
a cabin located about where the T. M. Sin- 
clar Packing Company now have their es- 
tablishment. There was also a log house 
on the site of the Aasonie Temple, but it 
WelS uneccupied at that time. Iowa was 
then a part of Wisesnsin and was under 
the government of that territory. 

Coming here without a dollar, Mr. Ellis 
worked for some vears at anything which 
he could fing to do, and in 1849 crossed 
the plains to California, where he engaged 





ROBERT ELLIS. 
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in mining and mereantile business until 
1836. when he returned to Linn county, 
lown, and moved on a claim ot one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of timber land on see- 
tion 17, Rapids township. which he had 
entered it 1846 at the land office, which 
had been temporarily moved from: Dubuque 
to. Marion for the convenience of the early 
settlers: in this part of the state. He paid 
the government price of one dollar and a 
quarter and received a patent trom the gov- 
ernment. This property has now been in 
his possession for over half a century, and 
is te-day a highly cultivated anc well 1m- 
His 
and here, surrounded by all the comtorts 
the Mr. 
Ellis expects to spend Ins remaming years. 

On the 2nd of July, 1857, at Marion, 
he was uiiied in marriage with Aliss Martha 
L. Ning. a daughter of Williant and Cath- 
erine ¢.\mbrose) King. Her mother was 
twice her first husband being 
Mrs. Ellis, wha was a na- 
lve of lennsvivania. died September 20, 
189g. and was laid to rest in the Linnweod 
cemetery. She consistent member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Cedar 
Kapids and a imost estimable lady. 

Of the nine children born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis, the oldest is deceased. Those 
living are Ning W., a resident of Rapids 
township: Elizabeth, who married George 
Buchanan and is now living on the old 
homestead keeping house for her tather; 
Sherman R.. a resident of Butte City, Mon- 
lana: Charles (.: Ralph BR. who is with 
the wholesale grocery firm ef J. S$. Ccok 
& Frick, of Cedar Rapids; Amanda, wife 
atk. \. Lyman. of that citv: Wirt EL. at 
Hone, and George W.. of Bitte City, Mon- 
tana. 


proved tract. residence is ot brick. 


which imake life worth living, 


married, 
Lester Barger. 


Was al 


— 
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In his political views Mr. Ellis is a Re- 
publican, and has held the offices of town- 
ship trustee and president of the school dis- 
trict. During his long residence ui tits 
county he ‘has witnessed its marvelous trans- 
formation from a wild, uncultivated region. 
into beautiful homes and iarms, and has 
watched with interest the growth of its 
towns and cities. He is to-day the oldest 
resident of Linn county, having resided 
within its borders for over sixty-three years. 
in the early days he bought cattle and hogs 
all through this county and would sell thei 
at the Indian agency and also at Tort At- 
xinson, and at times at Prairie du Chem. 
As a generous, liberal-minded and progress- 
we eitizen he has aided in the developmeru 
yf the county, and is deserving of pronunent 
mention on her roll of honored pioneers. 


GEORGE W. POST. 


George W. Post, who was one of the 
valiant defenders of the Union during the 
dark days of the Rebellion, dates Ins resi- 
dence in Linn county, Iowa, from Naven- 
her, 1851, and is now successfully engagec! 
in general farming and stock raising wi sec- 
tion ir. Brown township. He was born in 
Cayuga county, New York, on the 17th of 
August, 1843, and is a son of William T. 
and Rosetta .\. (Sharp) Post, also na- 
tives Of that county. His paternal grand- 
father, James Post, was a Virginan iby 
birth. He was one of tite early settlers of 
Cayuga county, New York, anda suldier of 
the war of i812. The father of our snb- 
ject was a mechanic and im early life tol- 
lowed the shoemaker’s trade, and also 
worked as a sfone mascen tO S me EXtende 
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Tn 1851 he removed with lus fanuly to Linn 
county, lowa, and entered land tn Marion 
township, where he engaged in farming up 
to the time of the Civil war,. when he sold 


jis farm and removed to Wisconsin. Lo- 
cating near Shellsburg, he conmienced 


prospecting for lead, and continued to re- 
side in that state until his death, whieh 
occurred in 1899, when he was eighty-three 
years Ot age, 
in 1869. 
The sulject of this review was a child 
of eight vears when bronght by tus father 
to this’cuunty, and upon the home farm he 
grew to manhood, receiving the advantages 
of the country schools. Respanding to the 
president's call for troops to help crush out 
the rebellion, he enlisted in September, 1851, 
in Captain Wilham Carbee's! 
Which was made up at Springville, and was 
mustered into the Limted Srates service as 
Company EH. Twenty-fourth lowa Volun- 
teer Infantry, They 
south to Flelena, Arkansas, and fram there 
went to Vieksbure, 


His wife had passed away 


compaiy, 


were first ordered 
participatine in the 
siege at that place. They alse teak part in 
the battles of Port Gibson, Champion Hill, 
Jackson and Black River Bridge. Later 
they returned to Vicksburg and were sent 
down the river to New Orleans, where they 
joined General Banks in time te start on 
the Red river expeditian. They were in the 
hattle at Sabine Cross Roads and a great 
many skirnushes during that expedition. 
Qn their return to ew Orleans thev were 
transterred by hoat to Washington, D. C., 
andl liter General Sheridan at 
Harpers Ferry. in the Shenandoah valley, 
serving under tim until Deeember. 1864, 
They were then sent to Savamih, Georgia. 


juined 


where they remained in eamp all winter. 
Inu ghe spring they marched te \ugustine,. 
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then in June returned to Savannah, where: 
he was mustered our, aud honorably dis- 
charged at Davenport, Iowa, in July, 1865, 
Por 
four weeks he was ill in the hospital at New 
Orleans, and on account ot sickness was off 
duty about four months before going on 
the Red river expedition, but with that ex- 
ception he was in active service all the time, 
and was @ brave and fearless soldier, who 


after which he returned to lis home. 


was always found at lus post of duty. 

Atter the 
Post worked for a banking firm in Marion 
for a time, and then engaged in feeding 


lus return trom war, Mr. 


and herding cattle fur sixteen months. Sub- 
sequently he was in the empluy of an usage 
fence cumpany fur feur years, putting in 
fences in this county, On the 16th of Alarch, 
1869, at the home of the bride at Viola, 
he wedded Aliss Mary C. Wilson, a daugh- 
ter af D. C. Wilson. She was bern in 
Ohio, and was about eight years of age 
when ner family removed to ths county, 


where she grew to wenninhood. Prior to 
her marriage she successfully engaged in 


L nto 
Mr. and Mrs. Post were born three chil- 


teaching scheal for five or six years. 


dren, of whom one son, Earl, died at the 
Alice R. is now the 
wife of Charles C. Pullock, who is engaged 
in the creamery Iusiness in Viola and they 
have one son, Rebert G. Charles C. 18 en 
gaged in the creamery business in Sac cQui- 
tv, Iowa. 

After his marriage Mr. Post engaged’ 
in farming on rented Jand in Brown towt- 
ship for several years, and then bought the 
larm of eighty-eight acres on section 11, 


age ol two months, 


the same tuwnship, where he now resides. 
He has made many substantial improve 
ments upon this place, and its neat and 
thriity imflicates his 


appearance plainly 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





= ~ = a — 
———$—$— 


careful supervision and good bus.ness abil- 
ity. In connection with general farnung 
he is engaged in stock raising and the dairy 
business, and 
meeting with well-deserved success. 
Religiously both Mr. and Mrs. Post are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal chureh 
of Viola, and fraternally he is alsy an 
honored member of the Grand Army Post 
at Springville. Although he was Geaned 
a Democrat, he is now a stancu supporter 
of the Republican party and its principles. 
and takes a deep and commendable interest 
in political affairs. Ne was elected and 
capably served as township trustee for sox 


in all his undertakings 1s 


years, and has been a member of the school 
board for the same length of time. for 
half a century he has made his home in 
this county. during which time Cedar Rapids 
has vrown from a cross roads village to a 
flourishing city af many thousand mbhab- 
tants, and the whale country has heen 
made te blegni and blossom as the rose. 
mm the work of development and progress 
he has ever borne his part, and is accounted 
one of the most useful and progressive citi- 


zens ot lus cunmiunuty 


JOSHUA DEAN STONE. 


Toshtw Dean Stune, ene wt the honored 
pioneers of Linn eeuaty. took up lis resi- 
dence here in 1847 and for many years was 
engaged in farming but is new living in 
ease and quiet at his pleasant 
Springville. He was born on the 3rst af 
August, 1822. in Genesee county, New 
York. and is a sen of Harvey and Laura 
(Bowers) Stone. natives of Massachusetts 
ad New York, respectively. He is also a 


home i 
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brother of Zephnia Stone, whose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this volume. 

Our subject grew to manhood in Tomp- 
kins county, New York, and had good 
school privileges, attending both the com- 
mon and higher schools of that locality. In 
1847 he joined his father’s family in Lann 
county, Iowa, they having located here two 
years previously. He entered a tract of 
one hundred and sixty acres of school land 
in Brown township, aud at once commenced 
to fence and break the place, but after resid- 
ing thereon fur two years he sold out and 
in connection with his brother, under the 
firm name of the Stone Brothers, engage! 
in operating a threshing machine for ten 
years during the threshing season. His next 
farm, now known as the Carter place. can- 
sisted of one hundred and sixty acres ol 
partially improved land in Maine township. 
and he erected thereon a good two-story 
frame residence, making it his home tor a 
few vears. He also owned and operated 
a steam sawmill, being engaged in the 
manufacture of Jumber for two or three 
years. 

During the early years of the Civil war 
Mr. Stone sold his farm in Maine township, 
and in the fall of 1862 joined the Sixth 
Towa Cavalry, which was ordered wert to 
quell the Indian insurrection in Dakota. 
He remained there during his entire erv- 
ice and participated in one Ing hartle, that 
of White Stone Jill, besides numerous 
skirmishes. Although he was_ ill 
time, he lost very little tine frum active 
service, and on the expiration of his terin 
of enlistment, in 1864, he was he norably 


ior @ 


discharged. 

After his return home Aff. stene op 
erated Dr. Love’s farm for eight years. and 
then bought one hundred and sixty acres 
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of land in Maine township, where he e1i- 
gaged in farming and stock raising for some 
He kept a good grade of cattle, but 
ade more of a specialty of hogs, and was 
one Of the most successful 
and teeders in jis locality. Removing to 
Springville in 1889, he rented his 


¥eclls. 


Stock raisers 


farm 
for a few vears and then sold it, while he 
has lived a retired lite, enjoying a well- 
earned rest. He purchased seven acres ot 
land in the village and has built thereon 
a Neat and commeodious residence. which 
is one Of the best homes in the village. 

On the aith of June. 1877. in Clarke 
coulty, Afissouri, Mr. Stone married Aliss 
Frances A. Peck, a native of Chautauqua 
county, New York. Uhe Peck famnly is of 
fenglish ongin and was one of the first to 
settle in Connecticut. its progeniter being 
William Peek, ane of the founders of the 
New Haven Colony in 1638. 
America the year previous with lus wife. 


He eae to 


hzabeth, and son, Jeremiah, arriving in 
Loeston on the 26th of June, 1637. David 
H. Peck, Mrs. Stone’s father, was born in 
Connecticut, and was inarried in New Lon- 
don, that state. to TTannah S. Caulkins. als + 
a native of Conneetient and of Sparish 
descent. ‘Throughout Jus active business 
lite he was engaged in merchandising, fol- 
lowing that pursuit in Chautauqua county. 
New York, for some vears. and later in 
Middletown, Olto. He the 
leaching Business meu of thar latter place 
aml a prominent thirty-second-degree Ma- 
sou. a member of Reed Encampment. at 
Davten. Ohio. He died at Middletewn in 
i870. when over eighty vears of age. and 
is wite passed away August 14. 1869. at 
the uve of seventy-three vears. \fter the 
death of her parents Mrs. Stone went to 


Was one ot 


Ave with a sister in Missouri, and remained 
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She is new the 
only survivor ot a family of twelve chil- 
Her 
brothers were all preminent men, one be- 
me Dr Peck. who was a physirian of 
Springville, Iowa, for some years. By a 
former marriage Mr. Stone had feur chil- 
dren, namely: Alice C.. deceased wife of 
Dr. love. of Springville; Jenme I., who 
ched after reaching womanhood; Augustus 


there until her marriage. 


dren, hve sons and seven daugliters. 


D., who commenced the study of medicine 
but cied in lis eighteenth vear; and Ger- 
trade I... who died at the age of four vears. 

Politically Mr. Stone is a Jaeksonian 
Demuerat. and cast his frst presidential bal- 
lot for James K. Polk in i844. He has 
always supported that party except whien he 
voted fer Abraham Lineoly in 1860. In 
curly years he served as township school in- 
ofheial 
ilis wife is a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Soringville. and he at- 


spector, buf las never cared for 
honers, 


tends service with her. although he is not 
iu omenrber of any religious organization. 
Por fifty-three vears he has been a resident 
Of this county, and has borne an active and 
prominent part in its developinent. He is 
therelore justly entitled to mention ainoug 
its valued citizens and honored pioneers 
whose lives have formed so important a 
part in the history ot the county. 


ee 


GEORGE PAUL. 


George Paul is one of the most active, 
chergetic and successful agriculturists of 
Brown tawnship, where he owns a valuable 
and highly improved farm of nearly two 
hundred acres on section 30, within one mile 
of Springville. A native of this county, he 
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was bot in Linn township November 3, 
1845, and is a worthy representative of one 
ofits uld and honored families. His fatlter, 
Jonathan Paul, was born in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, in x817, and on reaching 
manhoud was there united in marnage with 
Miss Doreas Wilson, a native of Virgima 
and a daughter of Isaac Wilson, who had 
renoved fron the Old Dominion tia Pennsyl- 
yania. Jonathan Paul folleawed farming in 
lig native state until April, 1843, when he 
came west and located in Linn county, lewa, 
pre-empting a clam of one hundred and 
twenty acres, but alter residing here tor two 
or three years he removed to Dubuque eoun- 
ty, where the following nine years were 
passed. 
his property there and returned to this coun- 
ty and purchased a tract of over three hun- 
dred acres of land in Bertram township, 


where he sticcessfully engaged in farming: 


and stock raising throughout the remainder 
vl bis life, heenming one of its prosperous 
1gOl, 
honored and respected by all who knew hint. 


citizens. “There he died January (2, 
His wife survived him and continues to re- 
side ou the old homestead. 

Lhe subject of this sketelt grew to man- 
hood on the home farm and remained under 
the parental road until twenty-six years ot 
ave, aiding his father in the «evelopment 
and cultivation of the His tather 
gave him forty acres of land, where he now 


{Mrini. 


resides, and he has sinee added to it nati 
he vow has two hundred acres. which he 
has converted inte a highly cultivated and 
well-improeved farm. He has a good, neat 
residence and substantial ourhuildings, and 
alsy has a good orehard. He has always 
given considerable attentiin to the rasinz 
and feeding of cattle and horses for marke’, 
aid is accounted one of the most thrifty 


At the end of that period he sald. 
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farmers and successiul stock raisers in his 
section of the county. 

On the ath of January, 1877, Mr. Paul 
was married in this county to Miss Anna 
Ford, a native of Schenectady county, New 
York, and a daughter of B.S. Ford, who 
brought bis family to Iowa in 1854 and took 
up his residence in Linn county, where Mrs. 
Paul was reared. Ly this wuon were born 
four children, namely: Charles, now a 
student at Cornell College, Mi. Vernon; 
Effie, at home; Francis, who died at the 
age of eight vears; and Margaret, wha 1s 
attending the home school, 

Politically Mr. Paul has been a life-long 
Democrat, always supporting that party on 
national issues. but at local elections he is 
independent and yotes for the men whom 
he believes best qualified for oihce, regard- 
less of party lines. His wife is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he 
attends its services with her und gives to 
its support, although not a member. They 
are widely and favorably known and enjoy 
the hospitality of the best humes in their 
part of the county. 


ARTHUR PAUL. 


Since the spring of 1832 the subject of 
this sketch has been a resident of Linn 
county, and has theretore witnessed = the 
oreater part of its growth and developnent. 
By occupation he is a farmer and followed 
his chosen vocation in Brown township. 
where he owns a fine farm ot one hundred 
and fifty acres on secon 30, within une 
mile of Springville. 

Mr. Paul was born in Knox county. 
Ohio, on the 4th of July. 1851. and 18 a 
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son of William Paul, Jr.. whose birth ac 
curred in Rockingham county, Virgina, 1 
1826. His grandfather, William Paul, Sr., 
was also a native of the Old Domimuion and 
belonged to one of the old and honored 
families of that state, the family heme- 
stead being in Rockingham county tor over 
Art an early day the 
grandiather removed to Knox county, Olio, 


a century and a halt. 


where, in the midst of the wilderness, he 
cleared away the tinber and improved a 
farm. There Wilham Paul. Jr., was reared, 
and en reaching manhoed he married Miss 
Samantha Briggs, a native of Licking 
county, Ohio, and a daughter of Arthur 
Briggs. who was one of the first settlers 
of that county, having removed from Alas- 
For 
some vears the father ot our subjeet tol- 


sachuseits to Olio at a very early dav. 


lowed tarnung in Knox county. and in 1851 
came to lowa, first locating in Henry coun- 
ty. wi year later he came to this county 
and entered a tract of land in Linn town- 
ship. one nule north of Alt. Zion 
cemetery, which he transformed into a very 
productive and highly cultivated farm of one 
hundred and hity acres. Upon this place 
he sali resides, bur is now living a retired 


about 


life, enjoving the fruits of former toil. 

Tt was during Ins infaney that Arthur 
Paul was brought by his parents te this 
county, and the davs of lus bovheed and 
youth were passed in Linn township. To its 
caimmon schools he is indebted for his ed- 
ucational advantages, and on the heme farm 
he early acquired an excellent: knowledge 
On the rgth of 


November, 1874. in Linn township, he was 


of agricultural pursuits. 


mitted in marriage with Miss Miuury lock- 
ard, who was bern in Coshocton county, 
Ohio. her parents being Haniulton and Mar- 
tha Lockard, natives of Ireland and early 
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By this union 
Alice, now the 


settlers of the Luckeve state. 
were born three children: 

wife oi Rov Reid. a farmer of Marion town- 
ship: Julia, at home: and William Hamilton, 
who assists lis farher i the operation of 


the farm. 


Atter his marrage Mr. Paul took his 
bridle to the old homestead in Linn town- 
ship. where they resided until 1877, when 
he purehased seventy acres of his present 
furml on section 30, Brown township, only 
a few acres of whieh had been broken and 
Under his 
able management soon acre atter acre was 
and 
many other mprovements were made. He 


cleared placed under the plow, and 
has cnlarged and remorleled his residence, 
has built a barn and other outhinldings, 
and has heautihed the place by planting 
fruit and shade trees about the house. He 
has also added to lus property and now 
has a-good farm of one hundred and fitty 
acres. In connection with general farm- 
ing he carries on stock raising with good 
success, and now lias a fine herd of pure 
blooded Shorthorn cattle and a good drove 
of Poland China hogs. In his undertakings 
Atr. Paul has steadily prospered, owing to 
perseverance and 
vood management, as well as the assistance 
of his estimable wife, and he is now quite 
well-to-do, 

Politically he has always been identitied 
with the Democracy, since casting his first 
presidential vote for Horace Greeley i 
1872, but at local elections he votes incde- 
pendent of party lines, supporting the men 


lus untiring industry, 


Wham he believes best qualified for office. 
He has served as township trustee. road 
supervisor and as a member of the school 
board. and lis official duties have always 
been promptly and faithfully discharged. 
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In all the relations of life he has been found 
true to every trust repose in him and he 
justly merits the conndence and respect so 
frecly accorded lim. 


—_——. 





WILLIAM H. PHEREIN, 


Among the brave boys in blue during 
the dark days of the Civil war was this well- 
known farmer residing on section 21, Brown 
township. He dates his residence in Linn 
county from the 20th of \pril, 1856. .\ na- 
tive of Pennsylvania, he was born in [Erie 
county, November 24, 1842, and 1s a son ol 
John C. Pherrin, also a native of that state, 
and a brother of M. C. Pherrin, a sketch of 
whom appears on another page of this vol- 
ume. 

Our subject was a lad of thirteen years 
when he came with the family to this county, 
and, heing reared on the home farm, ins edu- 
cation was obtained in the country schools 
of the neighborhood. Lrompted by a spirit 
of patriotism he enlisted on the 7th of Aug- 
ust, T862, in Company H, Twenty-fourth 
Jowa Volunteer Infantry. whieh company 
was organized at Springville. The regi- 
ment was assigned to the Department of 
the Gulf, and participated in the siege of 
Viekshurge and the battle of Port Gibson, 
Champion Hill and Jaekson. .\frer the last: 
hamed engagement they returned to Vieks- 
burg and went down the Mississippi river 
to New Orleans, from which place they 
Started on the Red River expedition. They 
were in the fight at Saline Cross Reads and 
a number af other smaller engagements. 
On their return to New Orleans they went 
by boat to Washington, D. C.. and from 
there into the Shenandgah Valley, where, 
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ufider the commaid of General Sheridan, 
they participated tn the battles of Win- 
chester, Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek, be- 
sides many skirmishes. 
joined General Savannah, 
Georgia, but did not accompany lim on his 
campaign, though they subsequently went 
to Goldsboro after the battle at that place. 
They were then stationed at -\ugusta, 
Georgia, until the close of the war, and 
were mustered out at Savannah. Mr. Pher- 
rin was honorably discharged at Davenport, 
Jowa, August 2, 1865. lacking only five 


Subsequently they 
Sherman at 


days of having been in the service for three 
years. 

Returning home Mr. Pherrin assisted 
his father in.the operation of the farm for a 
few years. On the 21st of March, 1869, in 
this county, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Sarah Green, a native of Denmark, 
Lee county, Iowa. Her father, [él Green, 
was born in Washington county, New 
York, in 1796, and in 1806 removed to 
Washington county, Ole, with his father, 
Duty Green, the family being among thie 
first settlers of that locality. There he was 
reared and educated, and on reaching man- 
hood married Miss Barbara Moore, a native 
ef Ohio. In 1846 he removed to Iowa, and 
for some years was engaged in jarming in 
Lee county. Later he made his home in 
Mereer county, Illinois, where he owned and 
operated a farm several years, and then re- 
turned to Lee county, Towa, but Ins fast 
years were spent in Dates county, Missour, 
where he passed away in September, 1871. 
Mrs. Pherrin spent the greater part of her 
girlhood in Mercer county, Tlinois. .\trer 
the return of the family to Lee county, Towa, 
she came to Linn county with her sister, 
Mrs. Elizabeth White. who is represented 


elsewhere in this work. By her marriage 
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to our subject she has become the mother 
of six children: J. Bruce, now a dentist at 
Central City, Iowa; Eva Luélla, at home; 
Name E., a teacher of this county; Charles 
A., who ts engaged in farming near the 
old homestead; Robert Edward, who is at- 
tending the Springville high school; and 
-Arelue, who died im 1896, at the age of six 
vers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pherrin began their do- 
mestic life on his father’s farm, but in 
1872 they went to Kansas and took a sol- 
dier's homestead in Republic county, where 
they resided two vears while he pertected 
lis claim. and then returned to this county. 
Leaving his wile and children to carry on 
the rarm, Mr. Pherrin went to Califorma 
in 1874, and spent feur vears on the Pa- 
cific slope engaged in railroad construction, 
a part of the trme being carpenter for the 
Since r&ar he 
has made ins hume wninterrupted in this 


Southern Faemte Railroad. 


county, and las deveted lis ume and en- 
ergies to the wvperation of lis farm. It 
i a well improved place oO) seventy-eight 
acres an section 21. Brown township, pleas- 
antly situated about a mule from Spring- 
ville. Mr. Pherrin is also successfully en- 
gauged in stock raising. 

In lus politcal afhations he ts a stanch 
Republican, and cast his first presidential 
vote for Abraham Lincoln wiile in the 
army, i J864. Fle served six vears as 
townslip clerk, and was an efficient tnem- 
her of the schoml board for some years, 
having always taken au active witerest in 
educational alfairs. Beth he and his wite 
hold membership in the Springville lres- 
bvterian church, aud Ins wife takes a verv 
active part in its work and is a member of 
Itraternally Mr, 
Pherrin belongs to the Masonic lodge in 


the auxiliary societies. 
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Springville, with which he lias been ofi- 
cally connected, and is also a honored mem- 
ber of the Grand Army Post, of which he 
IS past commander. He is a man of many 
sterling traits of character, and corrmnands 
the respect and confidence of all with whom 
he comes in contact, either im business or 
social lite. 





ee a 





THOMAS DAVIS. 


The subject of this biogriphy is now 
successtully engaged in the practice of law 
it Central City, Iowa, and is ene of the most 
prominent citizens of that place. He was 
horn in Cashyeton county, Obie, June 9, 
Hlis ta- 
a native of Ireland, 


1856, of Seotel-Irish parentage. 
ther, James Davis, is 
horn near Londonderry in 1817, and in that 
country married Miss Jane Fullerton, who 
was born there in 1827. Doth are stall liv- 
ing and continue to make their home im 
Coshocton county, Ohio. Throughout the 
erealer part of lus life the farher has tol- 
lowed farnung, and although he eame to the 
new world a poar man he is now quite well- 
to-do. In polities he is a Republican, and 
IS an active party worker, who hus held a 
nuaiber of local ottices in his township. In 
religions helier le is a Presbyterian and also 
takes an active prt in church work. 

Unto James and Jane (Fullerton) Davis 
were born fifteen children, nine sous and six 
daughters, of whom live died in early clild- 
hood, and one son at the age of eighteen 
years. and a daughter died in Colorado at 
the age of abeut twenty-six. ‘Those living 
are Mrs. Martha Scott, a resident of Arr 
zona: Mrs. Rehecea Infield, of Coshocton 
county, Ohio: Jolin F., a farmer, living near 


AMilierd, Dickinson county, Towa; Mrs. 
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Jane Parker, of Denver, Colorado; Thomas, 
of this review ; Robert M., of Milford, lowa; 
James L., of Coshocton couitty, Ohio; and 
Ella, at home with her parents,  -All were 
educated in the schools of Oluo, and the 
daughters attended seminaries and colleges. 
Thomas Davis began lis education in 
the district schools of lis native state, and 
at the same time he assisted in the work of 
the home farm, Later he engaged in teach- 
ing country schools, and with the mouey thus 
acquired he paid his way through the Spring 
Mountain Academy of Ohin, where he took 
up the common branches and the regular 
Enelish course. Aiter graduating from 
that institution he attended the One Study 
University at Coshocton, Ohio, a branch of 
the Scio College. remaininy there ane vear. 
He next entered the Ohio Central Normal 
Schoul at Worthington, where he worked 
his way through school by teaching, and at- 
ter graduating in the scientific. course im 
1876, he had charge of the Spring AJoun- 
tain Academy as principal tor a short tine. 
In April, 1879. he came to Linn county, 
lowa, and taught in the schouls of Walker, 
Springville and Centre J'oint for a time. 
Ale. Davis qiext fick a ecivtse at the 
lowa State University in lowa City, and 
Was graduated fram the Jaw department in 
1886, Tle was then aciiutted to practice 
heinre the United States and district courts 
and also the court of claims at Washington. 
D. C. In i886 he opened an office in 
Walker, but in November of the following 
year he removed to Central City. Towa, 
where he has engaged ii practice ever since 
and has met with excellent success. He now 
fives his attention principally to conmnercial 
law. and in this line has gained a most en- 
Viable reputation. For one year prior to the 


line emploved in teaching he was engaged 
33 


‘ 





in railroad construction for the Clicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company, 
and worked his way to the tront as a civil 
engineer. He has prospered financially as 
well as professionally, and has invested his 
capital largely in city property, doing much 
for the prosperity of Central City. 

In politics Mr. Davis is a stanch Kepub- 
lican, and formerly took a very active part 
in political affairs, being a recognized leader 
of the party in Central City. For five 
years he filled the office of mayor. In re- 
ligious belief he is a Congregationalist. 


—— $$$ ___— 
GEORGE GREENI. 


To Robert Greene and Sefer Woodward 
Greene, natives of Staffordshire, England, 
were born three sons, George, Willian and 
Joseph, who, jointly and severally, gave the 
best they could of thought and energy to 
the cause of progress in that section of the 
new west which early in lite they selected 
to be the field of their lives’ work. 

George, who was born in .\Iton, Stat- 
fordshire, was two years old when his par- 
ents brought him to the United States and 
located in Buifalo, New York, where the 
Other sons were boru, and where the father 
died in 1826. 
young children in Buifalo, returned to Eng- 
land, where some property had been lett, 


The mother, Jeaving her 


which she sought but failed to recover. She 
died at her old home in 1827, [or four 


years George, who had thus been left an 
orphan at the age of ten, Managed tO sup- 
port himself and his brothers. then he 
went to England, hoping to succeed where 
his mother had failed. Tle returner in less 


than a year, having worked lis passage each 
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way, and bringing back nothing except 4 
meagre tund saved from his own personal 
earings wiile away and a dogged deterni- 
nation to sueceed by Ins own efforts. By 
dint of mdustry and economy he managed 
tu study one vear at Carysville Collegiate 
Seminary, a vear at -\urora Academy and 
two vears at Frenelis Collegiate lnstitute 
in Geneva, New York. 
he taught sehvol and did such other work 
as he could find to do. 

After leaving the institute he read law 
1 the ofhee of JIon. George FP. Baker, of 


During these years 


Buffalo, making Ins home with a Dr. Chapin 
and assisting the Doctor in office work, 
keeping luis heoks, etc. 

He came west in 1838. 
ping place was Davenport. 


Lis frst stop- 
Here he met 
and was al once emploved by David J. Owen, 
who was making a geolegical survey of 
For the next stx months he was a 
Thus he 


lowa. 
SUrVeVOr. acquired ain imtimiate 
knuwledge oi much of the country amd saved 
considerable from his liberal salary. 

Then he came to Ivanhoe, Linn county, 
ald taught school, continuing his law stud- 
eS al the same time. In 1840 he was ad- 
uutted to the bar at Jowa City. The same 
year he moved to Mlarion and began prac- 
tree. dhe next vear he was a member of 
In 1845 he en- 
gaged in daw practice and journalism in Du- 


the Verriconal Legislature. 


buque, having purchased the Minero LEx- 
press. which he conducted for several vears. 
(lis law partner was f. J. Dyer. Soon after 
the durmation of the partnersinp Abr. paver 
Was appointed judge of the UCiited States 
district court. In i847 George (Crreene 
was appomted one of the supreme judges 
of the state, to full a vacaneyv. The follow- 
He 


served on the supreme bench tur eight years. 


ing vear he was regularly elected. 
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During that perivd he cempiled “Greene’s. 
Reports,” published im four volumes. 

Judge Greene was one ef the founders of 
the city of Cedar Rapids. In 1849 he. with 
others who owned the site. surveyed and laid 
From that time lis 
best efforts were devoted to promoting the 
In 1&51 the 
city became his home, and so continued, ex- 
cept a short interval, until lis death, 


wut the original tuwn. 


growth and welfare of the city. 


tle engaged extensively in the banking 
bustness, associated with Jolin Weare, D. 0. 
Tineh, W. H. Merritt and others. When 
the pamie of 1857 came he was actively con- 
nected with the managemenc of nine banks 
in «different localities. He was largely in- 
terested in real estate in most of the counties 
and nearly every large town of the state. 

In 1859 Judge Greene formed a law part- 
nership with Cyrus Bently. of Chicago, 
which continued for five vears, during most 
of which tune he lived in Chicago. During 
the winter of 1863-1864 he lived in Ale- 
Gregor, Iowa. while he and his brothers were 
building the MeGregor \Western Railroad to 
Conover. At this same time and for several 
years lollowing he was also engaged in the 
construction of the Rockford, Rock Island 
& St. Louis On his return to 
Cedar Rapids he jormed a law partnershup. 
The other members of the firm were Judge 
Dudley and .\. S. Belt. Judge Greene’s son- 
in-law. 


Reatlroac. 


The firm were solicitors for the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. About 
this time Judge Greene became president of 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota 
Ratroad and was a most important factor 
In the construction of that road, which after- 
ward became the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ils & Northern- Railroad. He eonstructed 
several other smaller alto- 


riilrowds, and 


wether was prominently identified with rail 


oe 





—= —_—— 
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road enterprises i Six states, bowa, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Missouri, Minnesota and Kan- 
sas. 

Judge Greene erected many buildings 
in Cedar Rapids. 
jorts aud backing the Cedar Rapids & Mlar- 


Chiefly through his ef- 
= Nea) 


ion Railway was built, and be was at the 
head of or actually interested in almost every 
important corporate enterprise that was de- 
veloped in the city before his death. 

He was one of the founders and a wardett 
of Grace Episcopal chureh. and one of the 
most layal promoters of Coe Collegiate In- 
stitute. the forerunner of Coe College. He 
was for many vears president of the board 
ef trustees af that institution. 

On May 30, 1838. George Greene was 
tuiited in marriage with Miss Harriet Mer- 
ritt, a danghter of Jesse and Harriet ( A\lil- 
ton) Merritt. of Buffalo, New York. Ot 
the four children bern to then, George W., 
burn April 4. (839, died in Ivanhoe. Lowa, 
Mareh $3. 1840; Susan H.. born Mareh 3, 
IS4i. in Marion. was married! November 
2h, 1862, co Algernon S. Belt. a lawyer of 
Cedar Rapids; Mary Ily. born im Dulnuique 
June 7. 1843, died July 28. 1844: Ledward 
Merritt. born Mareh 29. 1845, in Dubugue. 
married Enima Eherharr and is engaged in 
the insurance business in’ Cedar RKapudls. 
The mother of these children died in Du- 
nique \pril 25. 1850. 

Judge Greene was again married Febru- 
ary 241, Tds5, 
Miss frances R. Greene, a daughter of Cal- 
vin and Fanny (Carlisle) Graves, of Coop- 
erstinwn, New York. Mrs. Greene is still 
ving, and is now, May 22. 1goi. in Yoko- 
hama. Japan, with her daughter, Mrs. N. AW. 
Mel ver, 


dittghters. neunely : 


lis second union being with 


Bight children, six sons and two 
Calvin G.. bert Fel- 
uary 18, 1856, is now engaged in the real 





estate business in Cedar Rapids; Fanny C., 
bern January 19, 1858, died in October, 
1859: George, born December 28, 1859. was 
married September 1, 1886, to Charlotte 
Winton, and resides at Jamaica Plain, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts; William J.. born No- 
vember 28. 1861. married October 7. 1896. 
to Mae Huldah Whittam., is manager of the 
Cedar Rapids Electric Light and Power 
Company: Elizabeth, born August 13. 1864, 
was married to Nicholas Williams Melvor, 
and is now a resident of Yokohama, Japan, 
where her husband (formerly United States 
cousul general) is now engaged in the prac- 
tice of law; Robert C.. born December 22. 
1867, died June 19. 
May 14, 1870, is a mechanical engineer and 


i88s: Franeis. beru 


now resides in Chicago: Woodward K., bern 
August 2, 1873. married Ellen Belle safely 
May 29, 1899, and is employed im the gen- 
eral offices of the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids & Northern Railroad. 

Judge Greene died at his home in Cedar 
Rapids June 23. 1880, surrounded by all the 
members of his family. He was buried with 
Masonic lienors. 


++ —— 


&. S. KAUFALAN. 


Since 1864 this gentleman has made Ins 
Home in Cedar Rapids. and as a mason con- 
tractor has been actively identified with 1s 
business interests. He was born in Juniata 
county, Pennsylvania, on the 31st of Ocro- 
ber, 1848. and is a son of Joshua and 
Llizabeth (Knisely) Kaufman, also natives 
of that state and of German descent. al- 
though the ancestors of our subject have 
nade their heme in Pennsvivania fer sev- 


eral generations. Ile comes of a long-lived 
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race, his paternal grandfather beme eighty- 
SIX veurs of age at the time of lus death im 
1855. 
tion as the subseription schools of lus boy- 
hood afforded. and in early life he learned 
the carpenter's trade, which he tollowed for 
li 1854 he chive to 


The father recetved such an eduea- 


a uunber of vers. 
Linn county, dowa, ane here engaged in 
farnung dor a short ume, but at the ume 
Of jus death was proprietor of a sawnull 
He was born in 1806, 
[lis widow, 


it Pavette township. 
aud departed this life m1 1862. 
whe was born ty September. D417. is stil 
living and finds a pleasant home with our 
subject in Cedar Rapids. 

In the fanuly were eight cluleren, twe 
childhood The thers 
Poin dc. 


Allen. and died in Cedar Rapids atter rear- 


of whem cied in 
were as lollaws: mia ees, Aa | 
ing a fanuly: Enuna J., decease), was tire 
ft. Lewis. of 


Belle Al... deceasel., wae the wife of PF. Jj. 


mite ot E, adar JNapids: 
Shetler, foreman of the Borlineton, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Krulrond shaps at Cedar 
Rapids: .\. S.. our subjeet. is next in order 
cutter of 
Cedar Rapids: and Ulomas \. is a marble 


af birth: James T. os a marble 


cutter of Wankiekee. Wlaois. Vhe eloldren 
were all cdueated in the pubhe schools of 
Linn caunty. 

AJ S. Nautnnin was reared in this eouri- 
twoand during Its veuth learned the plas- 
terer's trade. Jn i864 he lacated on the 
let where he still resides. theugh at that 
une there wis neta house west of lim, 
i¢ benwe all prairie land in that direction. 
Since seventeen vears o7 nge he has given 
the greater part of Ins time ane attention 
io his trade, wud lus wark has heen canfined 
tay Cedar Rapids mastly. He now takes 
hut does 
same brick work. In 1879 he went to Lead- 


prinetpally plastering contracts. 
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ville, Colorado, 
years followiiy 
then 
Cedar Raptds. and for five vears lie was 


where he spent about six 
Mr. 


retirned ws his home in 


VATIOUS OccHpAuions. 
INauhan 


envaged im photography with good success, 


—— 
REV. E. W. JEFFRIES, 


This age is not wholly utilitarian. On 
all sides we see sume earnest souls labor- 
ing devotedly to bring about a reeagnition 
of syie Iueher prinetple in life than selfish 
ereed, and stimulating in the hearts of others 
The friends 
of Kev. FE. AW. Jetiries will see in his vears of 


a desire for spiritual progress, 


faithiul werk in all farms of religious en- 
deavor, a source of present geod to the 
commumiy and Jong atter he hag entered 
inte his Anal rest his influence will coming 
in everlasting circles. 

Mr. Jeffries was born on the 17th of No- 


1827, in Somersetshive. England, 


vember, 27, 
of which country his parents. Jtoger and 
Nancy {Hussey} Jelfries, were life-long 
In their tamily were five elul- 
Our 
subject received his early education at his 
At the age of twenty-three 


resides. 
dren, four sons and one daughter. 


Mothers knee. 
le came tu the United States with lis brother 
Isade. sailing from Londen on the Gentoo, 
a sailing vessel. which was eight weeks in 
He landed at AMon- 
treal, Canada, where he remained two days. 
and then went by boat te Detroit, Mielu- 
\fter 


making the vovace. 


gan, snd from there te Chicago. 
spending a short time in the latter ety 
he preceeded ta Joliet. llinois, where he 
passed the winter, and then returned te 
CIhneago, where he worked at the ca 
penter’s trace. 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


While attending a revival mecting held 
in the Indiana Sireet Methodist Episcopal 
churel) of that city, Mr. Jeffries 
encel religion and joined that 
Feeling enlled to preach the guspel. and 
being urged by the pastor—sias Bolls— 


experi- 


church. 


he commenced attending school in the fall 
of 1853. at the old Rock Kiver Semmary at 
Mt. Morris, Ogle county, Illinois, and con- 
tinued there during the winter and spring 
terms, and then returned to Chicago.  .\fter 
spending the summer vacation there he at- 
tended the \lbtan Seminary. \dbion, ALichi- 
ean. three terms. Dr. Dempster, who found- 
ed Garrett Biblical Institute at Isvanston, 
Ilinois. persuaded Alr. Jeffries ancl a num- 
attending Albion 
Seminary to go to the Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute the next fall, which he did in 1855. 
and ailer three years, having completed the 
course af study, 
in fine. TAs. 

O00 leaving 


her of other students 


eraduated in the first class 


school Afr. Jeftries spent 
lus vaeation in St, \linnesota. and 
then went ta Lyons, Lowa, where the Upper 
lowa Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Lie 


conlerence reeeived him on probation ard 


Paul. 


Ieyuscopal chureh was then in session. 


he was issigned to the Delhi charge as 
Junior preacher, with L. S, Ashbaugh as 
colleague. Mr. Jelfries has served the fol- 
lowing charges. namely: Delhi, Dubuque 
circuit, .\ndrew. Manchester. .\namosa, 
Mt. Vernon. Cedar Rapids, Waverly, New 
Hartiord, Eldora, Nashua. Center Grove. 
Dyersville, Lyons and Wyoming. Taving 
contracted throat trouhle he was obliged to 
Miseontinue pastoral work and was ap- 
pomted superintendent of chureh and Sun- 
day-school Hibrary work, with headquarters 
at Mt. Vernon. Jn 1888 he tank a super- 


Hitineter vetoes 1 . 
wMmMerary relation in the conference, and 
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in Ig00 Was put on the superannuuted list. 
Ife has now been a member of this con- 
Yor the last 
twenty-eight years he has been elected and 


ference forty-three years. 


served us conference publisher, and by se- 
curing advertisements has been able to fur- 
nish the preachers of the conference three 
thousand copies of the minutes of the con- 
ference every year at about half the cost 
of printing them, and for twelve years ot 
the twenty-eight was able to pay the print- 
ers bill in full by advertisements. Tor the 
last Aiteen years he has been assistant sec- 
retary of the conterence. 

On the roth of July. 1859. Mr. Jeffries 
was united in marriage with Miss l:meroie 
E. Goodell, of Delaware county, lowa, who 
was born in Vermont in 1838. and is a 
daughter of Horace and Harriet (Spalding) 
Goodell, natives of Vermont and New York, 
respectively. In 1854 she removed with her 
parents to Delaware county, Iowa. In 1865 
Mr. Goodell and family came to Linn coun- 
tv. Incating on a farm near Mr. Vernon, 
where he died in 1892. His wite now 
makes her home in Lishon. They had tive 
children, namely: Merritt, 
Ophelia Mattison, and is now pastor of 
the Methodist Episcopal church at Lisbon, 
meroie, wife of our subject: Eliza, whe 


whoa married 


died unmarried in 1863; Delos, who mar- 
ried Eqanmia Powers and died in 1882: and 
Hattie, who died at the age of nine years. 
Mr. and Alrs. Jeffries have two cluldren: 
Harriet A.. whe was born in Delaware coun- 
ty, Iowa, in March, 1861, and is now the 
wife of George W. Smith, of Dixon, Ub- 
nois: and William F., who was born im Man- 
chester, Delaware county. in April, 1864, 
and died at the age of fifteen months. 

Mr. Jeffries owns one of the hest huimes 


ty Mt. Vernon, where he is now resting 
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from his labors, reaping the reward of a 
well-spent life. being in his seventy-fourth 
year. Tle has a very large and complete 


library and takes great pleasure in lis 
books. He is probably one of the oldest 
Odd Fellows in 
order in 1846, and he is now a member or 
Mt. Vernon Lodge. No. 551. He has also 
heen a imember of the Independent Order 


of Good Templars. 


lowa, having joined the 


He is a thorough he- 


lever in the new system oof political 
economy, knowin as the “single tax” theary, 
and is fully conhdent that it will he adopt- 
ed and put into practical use by the peaple 
of the Cited Stares in the very near future. 
He is widely and favorably known through- 


out the state and his friends are legion. 


—_——— OO 


J. W. BROSIL 


J. W. Brosh, a suecessful farmer anid 
representative citizen of Bertram township. 


whose home 18 on section 12. was bern 
on the 15th of September. 857. 11 Cedar 
tawnslip. Jelinson county, Towa. Hig par- 
ents, John and Anna (Belshan)} Brosh, were 
born. reared and marred ia the narthern 
part of Austria, ane came to \merien about 
1852. They Jecated on a farm ii Johnson 
county, Towa, where they are still living, 
hale aml hearty im their oll age. Fourteen 
children were born to then. three of whem 
are deceased. Ju order of birth they are 
as follows: James married Lizzie Disbrieka. 
naw deceased, and resides in OY Brien coun- 
tv. Jawa: Mary is the wife of Terman 
Neppee. of Davenpurt: Josie is the wife ot 
Frank Stach, wha lives near Prairieburg. 
Towa: Anme. wife of James Nasparek. of 
Pag Grove township. Jolueoan eounty: J. 


W., our subject. is ihe next of the fanuly; 


Joseph inarried Mary Hek and makes his 
home im Cedar tawnslip, Johnson county; 
Frank marned Annie WNlouda and resides 
in Solon, Towa; Barbara is the wife of 
John Horsky, of Bain, Oregon; Frances is 
the wife of Frank Dohricka. of O'Brien 
county, lowa: Lizzie is the wite of Edward 
Urbanek. of Big Grove township, Johnson 
county: and Lewis married Annie Sedlacek 
aud lives in Cedar tewnship. Jolmson 
COUN. 

Reared on his father’s farny in| John- 
son county. J. WW. Brosh attended the district 
schoals of the neighborhood until twelve 
vears of age. and then gave lis entire time 
and aitention to the werk of the farm un- 
tl he attained his majority, when he started 
gut im dife dar himself. Tle purchitsed eighty 
acres Of land in Iranklin’ township. Linn 
county, on which he made his home for 
twentv-tliree vears. and added to mt a tract 
Of forty-five aeres. He cleared away the 
timber, broke the land and placed it under 
cultivation. and he alsa erected a gonid set 
Selling 
that farm in Tg00, he bought one hundred 


of farm Iuuildings upon the place. 


aml tourteen acres of land on secrian 32, 
Bertram township. upon which le has al- 
ready inade some valuable iunprovements, 
ail to-day has one of the most desirable 


There 


tsa good modern residence upon the place, 


farms of its size in the loeality. 
substantial barns and other outbuildings. 
Mr. Brosh raises a high grade of cattle tor 
the market. and in all his undertakings has 
steadily prospered until he is now quite well- 
to-cde. 

\t St. Peter's and St. Paul's Catholic 
ehureh, in Cedar township, Jolson county, 
Mr. Brosh was married, April 22. 1878. 
to Miss Mary Zinkula. who was born im 
Towa City, October 1. 1860, her parents be- 
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aud Barbara (Pesek) Zinkula, 
both natives of On eil- 
eration [0 America in 1854. settled 
i Jolson county. Towa. where the father 


ing Jacob 
\ustria. their 
they 
is still living on a farm. The mother clied 
April 12. 1884. 
Joseph, who married Josephine karl and 
Johnsen eo1in- 


They had four cluldren: 


resides in Cedar township. 
ty: Martin, who married Josie Vitengl and 
resides in Franklin township Linn county; 
John, who married Frances Krob and also 
lives in Cedar township, Johnson county, 
and Mary, wife of our 

Mr. and Mrs. Brosh have had two sons. 
Wesley J.. born July of, 1879, aud L. J. 
November &. 1882. The latter 
hy a falling tree. which fractured luis 
He died December 25. 1899. Wes- 
Brosh in the distriet 
am] the business ¢sl- 


subject. 


horn met 
death 
skull. 
lev J, 
schools at this COUTTEV 
leee at Cedar Rapids, where he was grad- 
vated in 18g9. and is now assisting his fa- 
ther in the labors of 
ther anc son give their 


was educated 1 


the farm. Both ta- 
allegiance to the 
ancl take ati aetive in- 
The has 
served as school direetor in his district for 
a nunher of 


Republican party. 
terest in local polities. lormer 
years. Religionsly he is a 
( St, Peter's and St. Paul's Cath- 

He is a good practical farmer, 
Whe thoroughly 
and his upright. 
mene 


member o 
olic church, 
his lusiess, 
ahngs com- 


understands 
honorable cde 
hun te uric] 


the conhdence respect 


Gt all, 


TAMES HH. DAVIS. 


Tt is the enterprise and character of the 
zen that enrich and ennuble the conanen- 
wealtl. has 
sprung 


Freon individual enterprise 


all the splendor and importance of . 


The 


have developed from the humblest origins. 


this great west. greatest merchants 
From clerkships have emerged men who 
have built-great enterprises and farm hands 
America 
is a self-made country and those who have 
created it are self-made men. No intluence 
of birth or fortune has favored the arehi- 
tects of her glory. 
achieved prominence as men of marked alil- 
ity and substantial worth in Central City the 
subject of this sketch, James H. Davis, oc- 
cupies a prominent position. 

He has been a resident of Linn county 
He was born in Manchester, 


have become wealthy land owners. 


Among those who have 


since 1855. 
England, August 7, 1849, Is parents being 
George A. and Susanna (Chislett) Davis. 
In his native land the father was timekeeper 
and cashier for a fareign slipping louse. ve- 
cupying that position until he came to 
Ameriea. Crossing the Atlantie to Amer- 
ica. he came direct to Iowa and began Jarm- 
ing in Linn county. Wher he arrived he 
had about Ave hundred dollars in gold. He 
entered eighty acres of land from the gov- 
ernment in Jackson township and erected a 
log cabin, after wlich he began the devel- 


opment of fields hitherto uncultivated. 


“There was then net a louse between laris 


and Marion until near the latter place, the 
wild prairie stretching away m every clurec- 
tion, while bands of Indians roamed through 
this portion of the country, showing eastern 
lows to be still on the frontier. iy, Tans 
had always been employed in an edfice and 
had no practical knowledge of farm wark, 
but le soo inade a good home fer his fam- 
ily and placed iis land under cultivation. 
He also taught school in a log school house 
at Long Grove for five years. He 
likewise a proficient bookkeeper. and 


Was 
ire- 


quently replenished Ins exchequer by acting 
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as bookkeeper for some merchant in the com- 
On the 30th of June, 1863, he left 
the farm on account of a great hailstorm 
which had ruined his crops and accepted a 
position as clerk in the store of S. Mer- 
riam, at Marion, Iowa. He then removed 
to that place, selling his farm, and there re- 
mained until March, 1868, when he tool 
up lis abode in Paris, Jackson township. 
where he opened up a small stock of general 
merchandise, the tamily living mn the baek 
part of the store. 
profitable, and he carried on operations 


niunit ¥. 


This venture proved very 


there itil 187g. when he retired trem the 
sture and returned to Marion, where he pur- 
chased property and erected several houses. 
His death there oc- 
curred in August. 1894. when he wis sev 


renting most of them. 


eniyv vears ot age. and lus wife passed away 
January 12, 1884, at the age of ffiv-ei¢ht. 
having heen born January 15. 1826. In 
polities he was a zealous Republican. and. 
being an ardent supporter of the govern- 
ment. he loaned to it in war times all tle 
He 


held various distriet and tewriship ofhees and 


money that he had saved in business. 


was recagnized as a leader in local political 
circles. Both he and lus wife were mem- 
hers of the Christian church and were people 
af the highest respectability, who warmly 
merited the high regard in which thev were 
held. They had been educated in the pay 
schools of Ineland and had started out in 
Inte tovether eupty handed, so that all they 
acquired im later vears was the reward of 
their own labers. 

This worthy couple were the parents of 
seven children, of whom two died in infaney, 
Wlile ane daughter. Laura. died in Marion 
AN son. Athert, 
was drowned im the yiver in Maine township 


at the age al tourteen vears. 


when twenty-one years af age. 





The three . 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


ES 


living ecluldren are: J. A.. who is the eld- 
est of the family; Mrs. Amelia A. Curtis, 
a widow residing in Chicago, whose hus- 
hand was in the employ of the Burlington 
Railroad and resided at St. Joseph. Mis- 
sourl; and George -\., who has spent luis en- 
tire [ife in Jaekson township. where he owns 
a large tract ot land and carries on general 
Tis home is now in Central City. 
Our subject was only five vears of age 


taruneg, 


when brought with his family to America. 
The vovage wis made in a sailing vessel, and 
they were six weeks in making the trip. In 
the common schools of Tackson township he 
aequured |is education, pursuing his studies 
only through the winter season after he was 
old enough to assist his father in the work 
of the fields through the summer months. 
He remained at home with his father and in 
1875 entered into business with lum as a 
In is87y he 
hecane sole proprietor and cantimed the en- 


partuer im the store in Paris. 


terprise, icreasing the business with the 
passing years until 1888, when he disposed 
of his store and removed to Central City, to 
Which place the railroad had just been com- 
pleted. Here he purehased property and 
opened a lumber and coal vard, and the first 
train which crossed the bridge carried a car- 
load oF dumber for the firm of Davis & 
Blakely. This was the pioneer lumber busi- 
ness in the town. Jn 1890 Mr. Blakely re- 
tired, but Myr. Davis continued in business 
until I8Qs. when he sold aut to E. K. Hatch, 
the present proprietor. The Land and In- 
provement Company was organized in 1888 
hy P. G. Henderson, E. K. Hatch, Fred Me- 
Lead and J. 17. Davis, and from the begin- 
ning Mr. Davis has heen its 
Property to the value of ten thousand dol- 
lars was pureliased suid laid out in town lets, 


secretary. 


residences ail store buildings were erected 
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thereon and since that time rtch of the 
property has been sold at a good advance i 
price, but the company still retains a large 
store building known as the Union Block. 
also a few lots and residences. -\tter sell- 
ing out his business Mr. Davis undertook: 
the work of organizing what 1s known gs 
the Bishop Telephone Company, with P. G. 
Henderson, president; Fred McLeod. vice 
president: J. H. Davis, manager, and Fred 
Bishop. electrician. “They instituted a large 
independent line and have since conducted 
In 1900 the follow- 
ing officers were chosen: \W. M. Downey, 
of Marion, president; Fred McLeod, treas- 
urer; J. H. Davis, manager, and Fred 
Lher late very ex- 


a successiul business. 


Bishop, electrician. 
tensive independent system and with their 
connection reach nearly every pot 1 east- 
erm lawa. The business is now ina flourish- 
ing condition. The company has been in- 
corporated with a capital stock of twenty- 
live thousand dollars, and since its organiza- 
tion Mr. Davis has devoted the greater part 
of his time to the management, and has been 
the most active factor in its success. 

When he started out upon his business 
career he had nothing but energy and de- 
termination, and practically all that he has 
is the direct result of his labor, although he 
Mbherited some enpital from his father. 

On Christmas day of 1877 Mr. Davis 
Was united in marriage te Miss Attula Flem- 
ing, who was born in Linn county June 2, 
N57, a daughter of Wiliam Fleming, ot 
Otter Creek township, one of the honored 
pmneers who settled on land entered from 
the vovernment and which has not since 
passed trom his possession. He has three 
(laughters, Alice, Inez and Attula, and two 
sons, C. D. and O. ML The marriage ot 
My. and Mrs. Davis was blessed with six 
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children, but one child was drowned at the 
age of seven years. The others are Ger- 
trude and Arhur, who attended Willis Acad- 
emy and Williams Business College at Iowa 
Citv; Grace, Inez and Parke, who are stu- 
dents in the public school. 
members of the Christian church, and Mr. 
Davis is one of its officers and takes a very 
active and helpful interest iu the work of the 
church and Sunday-school. He is also a 
member of Level Lodge, No. 284. \. fF. & 
A. M.. of Central City,with which he has 
heen identified since 1873. and he also he- 
longs to the chapter No. 112 and Patinos 
Commandery of Marion. 


The parents are 


In polities he has 
always been a Republican and has held lecal 
oltices in the township and inconnection with 
the schools. In 1882 ue was elected as one 
of the county supervisors and by re-election 
was continued in the position far six years, 
There are three supervisors, having full con- 
trol of the county business. Tle has been a 
member of the school board and of the city 
council of Central City. and in all these po- 
sitious has been found most loyal and laith- 
ful to his duty. His support and ¢:-operi- 
tion are cheerfully and abundantly given to 
all movements to upbuild rhe county along 
substantial lines of reform and progress, andl 
le is also one of tlie leaders in philanthropic 
works. He regards a public office as a pub- 
lic trust and, therefore, over the record of 
his official career there is no blot of disloy- 
alty or neglect. He indeed deserves men- 
tion among the most prominent men of Cen- 
tral City and among her representative citi- 
zens, and should find a place in the history 
of the men of business and enterprise in the 
oreit west whose force of character, ster- 
ling integrity, control of circumstances and 
whose marked success in establishing indus- 
tries have contributed in such an eminent 
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degree to the solidity and progress of the 
entire country. His life has been manly, 
his actions sincere and his example is well 
worthy of emulation. 


RR 2 cee oe 


JOHN F. ELY, M. B 


The deserved reward of a well-spent lite 
is an honored retirement from Iyusiness in 
which tua enjoy the fruits of farmer tail. 
Llodas. after a user) career, Dr, Ele 
quietly beautiful home im 
Cedar Rapids, surrounded by comforts that 


living, at dis 
He came 
to this city in October, 1848, and has since 
heen prominently identihed with its growth 
and upbiulding. 


earnest laber has brought lin. 


Lhe Doctor was born in Rochester. New 
York, June 25. fourth 
son of Elisha and Hannah (Dickinson) 
Iely. both representatives of old New Ene- 
Heisof Puritan stock. His 
ancestor. Nathaniel Ely. was one of the banel 


(82, ani 4s the 


land families. 


that sailed fram [pswieh, england. in 1634 
with Rev. Thomas Hooker to find religious 
He 


located first in Cambridyve, Massachusetts. 


freedom in the Massachusetts colony. 


then successively in Hartiard and Norwalk, 
Connecticut. aml finally at 
Massachusetts, 11 1659. 
Elisha T:lv. the Doctors tather. 
horn in West Springteld. where he received 


Springteld, 
Wal 


a liberal education. Seon after Its imar- 
riawe. in l8oz, he removed to Vittsheld. and 
there engaged in mercantile pursuits. Jn 
io he went to Rochester, New York, 
where he cammencel the devalopment of 
the water-pwaver on its site and erected the 
first Houring-mill iy that ety. Fle was also 


a member af its Hrst large mereantile firm 
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(Bissell. Ely & Co.) and was also promi- 
nent in shaping the luture of the city, not 
only along business lines, but also in re- 
gard ta its religious and moral aspects. He, 
with lis wife. were among the original 
inembers of the Jurst Presbyterian church. 


The 


following vear he went to western Mich- 


His wife died of cholera in 1832. 
igan. and rounded the town of Allegan. 
There he spent the remainder of lis days. 
IIe filled many positions oF honor and re- 
sponsibility i ihe county and state. He 
was one of the firse rewents of the Stace 
University, and for several terms was coun- 
ty judge. During the war with Britain, 
with a ecaplain’s commission, he served with 
his regiment (Col. Lsaae Stone's) in the de- 
fense of Rochester and afterwards, under 
General Sceett. at Buifaly and viemnty, 
Dr. Ely has led an eventful life. Early 
in lus career he enjoyed superior ad- 
vantages for education. was fitted for col- 
lege in his twelfth vear. and at that time 
occurred — tlre ie 
The 


death of lis mother. 
ext year the family was broken up. 
father, with his three eldest sons. going to 
Michigan. and the vounger bovs ta Massa- 
Our subject was sent to an aunt 


in. Stockbridge, where for three years he 


chusetts. 


worked on the farm during the summer ane 
attended the academy during the winter 
Here two of the noted Tield 
brothers. Cyrus W. and Henry Al. were 
He devoted himself at this 
time chiefly to the study of civil engineering 
and other special branches. which were of 


months. 


lis classmates. 


essential service to him in lis subsequent 
career. In 1836 he went west to live with 
his father. 
again at Rochester, where he entered the 
enpley of his uncle, Hervey Ely. who then 
T here 


Three years after found him 


owned the largest mills in the city. 





DR. JOHN F. ELY. 
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he obtained a good business education. In 
i841 he was again in fhts father’s home. 
Under the untership of a graduate of Will- 
iams College he sought to prepare limiself 
jor the third term of the sophomore vear in 
that college. Together with lis studies, he 
performed the duties of deputy county 
edited 
paper. 


clerk, deputy town clerk and also 
the .\llegan Record. a Democratic 
All this work so impaired his health as 
to compel him to give up the intended col- 
the 
study of medicine and in the fall of 1845 
went to New York and entered the office 


legiate course. Instead he took up 


of Dr. Willard Parker, professor of surgery 
iu the Cellege of Physicians and Surgeons. 
where he attended lectures and received Is 
degree of M. 1). in March, 1848. The three 
years in this course were spent in such 
close study as to seriously affect his health. 
For recuperation, he again made a change 
tis the west, and when at .\llegan he learned 
that the Holland colony, but a few miles 
distant. was sulfering from the tatal ravages 
of mathirial disease. Under the urgent so- 
licitation of the leading men of the cal- 
ony, he went aver there and spent some three 
Moamths i successful practice and in teach- 
mg the Dutch detours how to properly treat 
malarius pauuents. 

ln Ocraber, 848 Dr. Ely came ta Cedar 
Rapid, which had at that time a population 
of three hundred, and he was the second 
physician to locate here. He engaged im 
general practice. having at the same time 
charge of a considerable estate left hy his 
brother. Alexander, including a flauring- 
mill. This mill and also a sawmill the Doe- 
far purchased anc operated for some years 
With success. He also became the owner of 
These 


a large interest in the water power. 
Interests he disposed of when the Civil war 
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came on. Jn 1856, with his three brothers 
then living, he became interested in the con- 
struction of a from Aliarquette, 
Michigan. to the Lake Superivr nine, a clis- 
tance of seventeen andl one-half miles. Tis 
was the first railroad in the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan. His brother. Heman B.. who 
had charge of this enterprise, had ca:mpleted 
six miles of the track when he died sudd- 
denly in October, 1856. In July ot the 
same year congress made four grants of 


railroad 


land to the state of Michigan to aid in 
The 


Doctor spent some two months during the 


building railroads in that region. 


winter of 1856-57 at Lansing. Michigan, 
and in connection with Lewis H. Morgan, 
attorney of Rochester, New York, succeed: 
Prior 
to this the brothers had made a sale of their 
road to \W. B. Ogden. then president of the 
Chicago. St. Panl & Fond du Lae iul- 
road (now the Chicago & Nortlnwestern }. 
This sale was contingent upon the brethers 


ed in securing two of these grants, 


securing one or more of the land grants. it 
was also provided in the contract that Dr. 
Ely should go to Marquette the following 
season and ev:nplete the road. ft was uw 
that his knowledge of civil engineering was 
first brought into play in riulroad construc- 
tion. He entered upon this work in June, 
1857. and in less than three moths i was 
completed and accepted. Seon after that 
the Chicago. Iowa & Nebraska Railreaul 
Company was organized to build the line 
from Clinton to Cedar Rapids. Dr. Fly, 
with other leading citizens. subseribed 
largely to the stack. He was a ilirector 
in the company and gave of Ins time and 
labor towards the completion of this first 
railroad to reach this city. In the extension 
of the line to Council Bluffs, much of lis 


time was employed in the work. Aiter- 
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wards he was connected in the canstrue- 
tion of the Iowa [alls & Stoux City Rail- 
read, but before the completion of these 
lines the Civil war broke out. Dr. Ely 
was comnussioned. in August, TS62, as sur- 
gean, of the Twenty-fourth 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry. In February, 
1863, he was made surgeon of General Clin- 


regiment, at 


ron B. Tiskes brigade ancl later became «h- 
vision surgeon ot the Twelfth Division of 
the Thirteenth Army Corps. under Gen- 
eral Alvin PP. Hovev. He performed a 
very arduous service it Arkansas, Alissts- 
sippi and Louisiana, was in all the batiles 
leating up to the fall of Viekshure. it’ 
June. 1863, when he was compelled to re- 
sigiy frem all health, The Doetor refers 
with pride to the faet that while engaged 
In this patriotic service he retained his po 
sirion as director in the boards of rhe rail- 
read compames. his associates deeming him 
their representative in the Union army. 
\tter a few years spent in recuperation 
he agam became actively engaged in rail 
roul werk. In t868 he was ane of the 
argunizers of the Burlington. Cedar Rapids 
& Alinnesota Railway Company (now the 
B.C. R. & N, Railway). of whieh le was 
lor sane vears the vice-president and treas- 
urer. during whieh tine the road was eom- 
pleted from Burhngten to Nera Springs 
on the mam line, with branehes from Cedar 
Rapids 19 Decorah, ta Muscatine. to lowe 
Si qivtl. tti dieses, 
Jase radraad work in Jowa. having been 


This was the Doctor's 


connected with the building af about five 
Tht 
Cedar Rapids has become a large and im- 


hutilred mules of traek in this srate. 


portant rathroad center is largely due to lis 
efforts, He was alsie vice president ail one 
of the principal stockhedders ef the Se. Louis. 


Jlinmhal & Neokuk Radroad. bude in \is- 


died i infaney. 








Ie was a 
(irector of the First National Bank and 
alsa of the Umion Savings Bank of Cedar 
Rapids. amd has been prominently identi- 


sourt by Cedar Rapids parties. 


hed with most of the public enterprises of 
this city, Some vears since he was made 
treastirer of the State Agricultural College 
by appomunent of the Governor, which of- 
lice he filled ecreditably for one year. 
January 17, 1853. Dr. Ely was united 
in marriage with Mrs. Mary A. (Weare) 
Ely. of this city. Of their three children, 
only one is now living, John S., of Cedar 
Rapids. Uheir beautihul daughter, Mary 
Dickinson, passed away November 6, 1880, 
Tlarriet D. 


During lis entire resi- 


at the age Ol twenty veurs, 


dence in Cedar Raptds the Doctor has lived 
ou Second avenue. Tor many vears he has 
spent much ot lis time m conserving health, 
iis each sumer for twenty-eight vears has 
been passed by hitn and his wife at Scituate 
beach, While for 
vears they have spent the winter months at 
Niverside. California. 

In polities the Doctor has been identified 
with the Republican party since 1860. He 


Alassneliusetts, sixteel 


has always taken a deep and earnest part in 
promoting the charitable. edueational and 
religions institutions @f this citv, as has 
alsu his wife. who has been prominent in 
seconding his effurts to promote every good 
No lady in this 
city enjovs a more universal esteem. The 
Mector has taken a special interest in the 
erowth and development of Coe College. 
and was the first named of the triwstees se- 
tested hy Daniel Coe in '833 to invest a 
donation of fifteen hundred 
dollars in the purchase of lots and lands 
for the foundation of this now flourishing 
institution. The town lots far school site 


work an the comininity. 


cemditional 
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and the eighty-acre tract upon which the 
present college Inulelings are now lecated 
were purchased by Jum im Ins own name 
and deeded to the eollege when the funds 
came from Alr. Coe. 
Since T8635 he has been the 


lle is still a trustee 
of the college. 
honored senior elder of the First Presby- 
terian church, of which lus wite was one 
of the urtginal members, bas always given 
liberally to its support and was a member 
of the building committee when the present 
house gt worship was erected. 

Through Jus varius business experi- 
ence, imavel and observation he has heeome 
aman or broad general information and 
He has an 
uniarmshed record and an unspotted repu- 
tation as a business mat. 


hheral aad progressive views. 


In all places and 
under all cirenmstances le is loval to truth, 
honor and rght. justly valuing his own 
preferable 


sell-respect as infinitely more 


than wealwi, fame ovr position, 


T. A: WILCOX. 


citi- 
zen or Cedar Rapids was born in the town 
of Granby, Conneetieut, on the 6th of May, 
1833, and was reared there, his early @n- 
uation being ubtained in the common 
schools, the Suffield Academy and the old 


\ esthteld Yeademy, where he was fitted for 
calleve. 


Mhis well-kuown and euterprising 


, Later he was vraduated at the 
sultielel Scientifie School, a department of 
Yale College. In 1835 he went to Indian 
Territory, Where he engeared in teaching 
ma Cherokee school far one year. Aiter 
Ms return east he eame to Cedar Rapids, 
lowa, where he jomed some old friends, 


ae fer live months was engaged in civil 


681 


engineering. beg on the preliminary sur- 
vey of the old Towa Central Railroad, which 
never was completed. Later he was sinmilar- 
ly emploved by the Chicago. luwa & Ne- 
braska Railroad. which now ferms a part 
of the great Northwestern system. He 
worked on the division of the ruad Demy 
built from McGregor westward until the 
time of the panic in September, 1857, and 
made lis headquarters art that place for a 
time. I1e then started for lus old home in 
Connecticut. JIe did not money 
enough to pay lis way and was unable to 
obtain cash on good cheeks in his possession, 


have 


but was given a pass to Chicago, where lie 
succeeded in geting a cheek cashed. and then 
proceeded on his eastward journey. To 
show the extent of the pane it may be men- 
tioned that rhe eurreney he received in Chi- 
cago would not pass east of Lulfalo. 
Aiter spending the winter im Connect- 
cut, Afr. Wilcox went to Tennessee, where 
he was engaged in remeasuring tunnel work 
for about six months. He then 
the employ of Thomas Phillips, an iret 
house and rolling mull pruprietor of Cin- 
cinnati, collecting amd settling accounts 11 
adjacent states. In 1860 Mr. Wilcox formed 
a partnership with H. W. st. 


entered 


John. a 
former classmate, who later niarried Eliza- 
beth Wileox, a sister of our subject, and 3s 
now actuary for the -Etna Lite Insurance 
Company. Thev located at Milford, Ih- 
nois, where they were engaged i merchan- 
dising and milling until 1861. when they 
remioved to Clear Water. Aliinesova, and 
hutlt a mill for the mantifaeture of staves, 
which business was discontinued on the 
breaking out of the Indian troubles at the 
beginning of the Civil war. 

Returning to Connecticut in 1862, Mr. 
Wilcox enlisted as a private in Company T, 
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Fitth Connecticut “Volunteer Infantry. 
Which was assigned to the Army of the 
Potomac, Atter participating in the battles 
of Chaneellorsville Gettysburg. the 
regunent went to Chickamauga, Tennessee. 


and 


and later went with General Sherman on 
They took part in 
the battle of Resaca, and other battles and 


the Atlanta campaign. 


arduous duties of the campaign, after which 
they were ordered to proceed to \\Vashing- 
ton, D. C.. by way of Richmond, and par- 
ticipated in the grand review in the capital 
civ. Mr. Wileox was off duty but Tierle 
during’ lus entire service. although he was 
conhned to a hospital in Georgia for a tew 
weeks. He was mustered out at George- 
town, D. C.. and honorably discharged at 
Harttord. Connecticut. in July. 1865. 

The following two vears Mr. Wilcox 
spent in Connecticut, and in 1867 went to 
‘Texas. where Mr. St. John owned a large 
trace of land. with the intention of engag- 
ing in the stock husiness. He was «qtar- 
antined there on acecunt of vellow fever 
front July. ES86e, 
returned 
atlice of the 2Ftna Life Insurance Con 
pany as bookkeeper, which pasition he held 
until the great Chicagy fire in O:rober. 
1871. when he went to that city im the inter- 
est of the company, He arrived Alonday 
morning when the contlagration was at its 


unul February. 1869. 


when he home aud entered the 


He expected to open a loan office 
for the company, but their building being 


height. 


destroyed the project was abandoned. The 
same fall he came to Cedar Rapids. curd 
eneaged im loaning money for the com- 
pany. Since then he has placed loans far 
the -Etna Company on farm property in 
lows to the anount of about fittey mullion 
dollars andl has heen remarkably suecessful 


He 


in business aftwirs for the ca@rpany. 


lias bought and impraved farin property on 
his own account, Init has since disposed of 
the szstte. 

Mr. Wilcox was married in Cedar Rap- 
rkso. to Miss IRda A. 
born in this eity, her 


December 16. 
Wetzel. 
father, Jacob Wetzel, being one of its pio- 


ins, 
who was 
‘Yo thein dias been born 
one son, Lucien T., now a student at Phil- 
Andover, 


neer busimess en, 


lips Academy. Massachusetts. 
Since attaniug his majority Alr. Wileox 
has usually supported the Kepublican party, 
but has veted for every suecesstnul presi- 
dential candidate. He has never eared for 


political honors, preferring to give lus un- 


divided attention to his business interests. 


Enterprising and publhie-spirited. however, 
he has given Ins suppert to all measures 
which he believes will advance the interests 
of his adopted city and state, and is there- 
fore a valued member of the community. 
His wife is a member of Grace Episcopal 
chureh, and to them are accorded an envia- 
hle position im social circles, where true 
warth is recetved as a passport into the 
best society. 





JOSEPH SMITH 


For more than half a century Joseph 
Sinith has resided within a radius of ten 
miles of Central City, where he is now mak- 
ine his home, living retired from the more 
His activity 


in former years enabled him to gain a fair 


arduous duties of business Irfe. 


share of this world’s goods, prosperity com 
ing to hon as a justly merited reward of lus 
Wiligence, carefully directed by sound bus 
ness judgment and sagacity. 

Mr. Smith was born in Piekaway county, 
Ohio, May 31, 1834, and on both the pa- 
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German 
His grandparents were natives of 


ternal and maternal sides is ot 
lineage. 
Pennsylvania, however, and became pioneer 
setilers of the Buckeve state, locating in 
Pickaway county, where John Smith, the 
father. was born in 1809. There he was 
reared amid the wild scenes of the frontier 
and becoming familiar with farm work im 
his vouth he made it his hfe occupation. 
He was married there to Catherine Wood- 
ring, who was born in Fairheld county, 
Ohio, in 1808, and unto them were born 
three sons while they remaimed in Ohio. In 
clildren, John 
Smith came to Iowa and after their ar- 
rival here they became the parents of a 


i850, with his wite anc 


daughter, who died at the age of seven 
years. The eldest son. Joshua, went west, 
to make a home for himself and died in 
Kansas 1 t&8o. 
is now living retired in Central City, where 
Joseph also makes lis home. Both parents 
On coming to this 
state the father secured his lane from the 
government and partially improved it. The 
place was in Bulfale township, and at their 
yioneer home the early settlers frequently 
gathered to hold their religious services, for 
the parents were earnest Christian people. 
Joseph Smith began his edueation in the 
cummon schools of his native state and also 


Daniel, formerly a farmer, 


died in Marion, Iowa. 


continued his stueies in a select school tn 
Marion, lowa. He remained at home upon 
the farm until twenty-four years of age. 
and was early trained to habits of industry. 
Asts usual avith young men just slirting our 
it life for themselves. he sought a eompan- 
ion and helpmate for the journey, and in 
ISS8 was united in marriage to Miss Rehec- 
Ca Shoemaker, who was born in Fairfield 
emnty, Olna. in i8yp2. a daughter of Jacob 
and Susanna Shoemaker, who always Te- 
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sided in the Buckeye state. the latter dying 
in (845, the former in 1850. 
the parents of eleven children. 
daughiters, 


chmg were 
One of the 
married olcest 
brother of our subject and in 1855, with her 
sister Rebecca, she came to lowa. Shie is 
row a widow and resides in Kansas. One 
of the brother of the family-—Williait Shoe- 
maker—is a farmer residing in Buffalo’ 
township. 


Hannah, the 


At the time of the marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith of this review Dubuque was 
their nearest trading point and all proctuce 
was hauled to the river. The first railroad 
was built in 1859. For eight vears Alr. 
Smith worked in his father’s sawmill which 
he aided in building and then in operating. 
In an early day he also engaged in teaching 
school for five winters in Iowa, four of them 
in his own district, He taught the first 
school held in Central Cirv, conducting it m 
a house which he built in the embryo town 
in the fall of 1857. There were but two 
houses in the town at the time he erected 
his, but the same season three er four others 
were built. After leaving the sawmill he 
engaged in farming jor mine years upon 
part of his father’s land, becoming the pos- 
sessor of two hundred acres. He then con- 
ducted a general merchandising establish- 
ment at Waubeek for five vears and then 
returned to the farm where he remained for 
fitteen years, giving his time and attention 
to its cultivation and further improvement 
until March, 1891, when he rented Ins levied 
and came to Central City, where he pur- 
chased a home and has since lived retired. 

Unio Mr. and Mrs. Smith have heen 
horn seven children, but one died im miancy 
and Jennie M. died in December, T8g8, at 
the age of twenty-three years. Those still 
living are as follows: -\rthur L., residing in 


684 








‘Central City, where he is engaged in the 
hardware business, has a wile and twos sons, 
Rov and Clifford B.; Clara A. is the wile ot 
J. Fox, a general merelhant of Wauheek, by 
whom she has a daughter dna: [da PF. is the 
wite of Frank Foncanon, an engineer m the 
electric light plant of Macon, Missouri, by 
whom she has three dunghters, Grace ., 
Roxey‘L. and Juha R.; Harry E.. who re- 
sides on a farm in Linn township. is married 
and has two children, |. Marie and Diliman 
C.; and Burleigh M.. whe has attended i 
dental college in Chicago, was a traveling 
dentist. but now 18 ochalder. 
lowa. The children all attended the public 
schools of the county and sume of thei have 

S 


located it 


heen college students, wiile the daughter 
avere teachers for a number of vears. 
Although now living retired Aly. Sith 
ig vet the owner of two hundred and forty 
acres of rich land under cultivation and has 
forty acres of timber Jand, in addition to 
property in Central City.—all 
through his diligence and ecuterprise, directed 
fror 


years he served as. justice of the peace in 


acquired 


hy keen business disceruiment, four 
Butfalo township and fer five years in 
Maine township. He has held other local 
positions and has been a stalwart Republican 
i polities since the organization of the party, 
He is a warm friend of the pubhe-school 
system anc is always interested i everything 
pertaining to the goad of the people and to 
Beth 


he and his wife are members of the Metho- 


the advancement of public progress. 


dist Episcopal church, in which he ts record- 
ing steward, while is wife belongs to the 
different societies formed by the ladies of 
the church. He has Jed a useful, honorable 
career. Jr is not hecause of speci prom- 
nenee in pubhe affairs that he has. and is 


justly endtled te, the respect and canhdence 
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of his fellow imen for lis personal qualities 
are stich as 20 1nake nen esteem and honor 
hin. 


RELBEN C. ROCK. 


Reuben C. Rock, deceased, was the pios. 
neer hardware dealer of Cedar Rapids, and 
one oi its most honored and useful citizens: 
for many years. He was born on the 23d 
of April, 1820, in Lititz, Lineaster county, 
Pennsylvania, and was a son of Peter and 
Susan (Christ) Rock. He spent the first 
fifteen years of his life in Ins native town 
and then went to Ilinois, where he had a 
brother-in-law living. who had large landed 
interests. For several years he resided in 
Burlington, fewa, where he was employed 
as clerk in a mercantile establishment, and 
in 18st came ta Cedar Rapids and opened 
the first hardware store in the place. He 
also erected one of the first brick store build- 
ings, and carried on business as a hardware 
I&59, he entered the 
freight office of the Burlington, Cedar Rap 
ids & Northern Railroad, where he remained 


dealer unti! when 


twenty-eight years. 

On the 15th of May. 18355, in Cedar lap- 
ids, Mr. eck was united in marriage with 
Miss Elizabeth Calder, who is the second 
inorder of birth ina family of wine ebildren. 
Her parents, Joseph and Ellen ( Keeling) 
Calder, were natives of England and came 
to America in 1822, locating in Cherry Val- 
ley, New York. Alter conung west her 
Jather practically lived retired, and spent lis 
last days in Cedar Rapids, where he died 
1 3872, aul lus wife passed away in 1887. 
Unte Mr. and Alps. Rnele were born two 
sons and twa daughters, namely: Ellen, 
wile of Charles 2. Neeler, of Clieago, as 
sistant chiei solicitor for the Chicago, Mib 





———— ee 


MRS. ELIZABETH ROCK. 
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waukee & St. Paul Railrvad Elizabeth, who 
married Charles D. Ives. of Cedar Rapids, 
and diel in 18814; and Theodore D. and 
Walter C.. who are now in Mexico and are 
with the Mexican Central Railroad. 

Mr. Ruek died on the 4th of November, 
1898, and was buried at Cedar Rapids. -As 
a public-spirited and enterprising ¢itizen he 
took an active interest in the welfare of lis 
adopted city, and in early days served as 
mayor. filling that office with credit to him- 
self and to the entire satisfaction yf lis con- 
stituents. He gave lis support to all meas- 
ures calentared to advanee the educational 
or moral welfare, and his lite was ever such 
as ty win for him the confidence and high 
regard of all with whom he came in eontact 
life. In his 
Ile and 


his wife were among the earliest members of 


eitler in business or. social 


political views he was a Demwerat. 


Grace Tpiscopal chureh. Mys. Rock being 
the only oue now Jeft of the Arse conmuni- 
cants. amd both took an active part in found- 
ing the chureh. fle serveel as vestrviman tor 
about thirty-five vears, while she was a 
teacher in the Sunday school for the same 
length of fime and very active in all church 
work. 

li was in 1849 that Mrs. Roek came west 
with a brother and sister, and. after spend- 
Mg about a vear in Dubuque, Lowa. she took 
up her residenee in Cedar hkapids, caning 
to this plitee mt the fall of 1850 with Judge 
Greene, a distant relative, whose two elil- 
dren had been eommitted tu her eare by their 
(ving mother. It was also her purperse TO 
Startaeirls: seliool in the vew town, which 
then had hetween three and four hundred 
inhabitants, She alse assisted Judge Greene 
nm establishing a Sunday schol in her school 


room an the seeoud stv: iry ot Greene Brathers: 
24 
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building, at the corner of First avenue and 
First street. which room heeame a regular 
place tor Episcopal worship. Some months 
alter Opening her school she found it neces- 
sury to procure two other teachers, one of 
whom was brought from New York tor the 
piano, the ather. Miss Parkhurst. fram Aliss 
Lillis’ seminary at Roektord, llmois, to as- 
sist with Lnglish branches. Instruction 
was given in French and drawing. Pupils 
came from Dubuque, Museatine, Burlington, 
Fairfield, Vinton and Marin, but atter a 
few vears failing health obliged Ars, Kock 
to relinquish her work im this fine, and a 
year later the school ceased to exist. At the 
establishment of the Home for \ged Women 
she was appointed a member of the first 
board of managers, which position she still 
holds. The home was started about litteen 
vears ago. Those that had it im charge 
purchased a fine site in West Cedar Rapids 
and erected an excellent brick building with 
modern improvements and accommodations 
for about twenty. Until recent years the 
lucies of the eity raised all fuses for its sup- 
port, and now have charge of its manage- 
ment. There is new a substantial encdow- 
ment fund, one-half of which was contrih- 
uted by the citizens of Cedar Rapids and the 
other half by Myr. Shinmmer, of Waverly, 
Towa A board of trustees consisting of 
prominent business men ef the city have 
charge of the Rnances, To the encourage 
ment of this work Mus. Rock has devoted 
much time and attention, as well as to all 
that tends to uplifting and elevating the so- 
cial conditions of the city. She is a most 
estimable lady of many sterling qualities, 
and has a large cirele of friends in the com- 
munity where she has so long imare Kat 


home. 
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WATHAN C. GILLILAN. 


Nathan C. Gillilan has passed the Psalm- 
ist’s span of threescore years and ten but is 
Such 
a record should put to shame many a man 
of vounger years who. grown weary of the 
cares and responsibilities of an industrial or 
commercial career, would relegate to ethers 
the burdens which he should bear. A Ite 
busy. useful and honorable has won for Air. 
Gillilan the respect and conhdence of Ins 
fellow men, and wherever he is knawn he 
is heldl in high regard. 


still an aetive factor in iausiness lite. 


4 pioneer settler ot 
Towa, he came to Linn county almost sixty 
vears ago, his residence here dating fram 
i842. Alarvelous changes have occurred 
since that tine, as with the onward imareh 
of progress lowa has gainer a place in the 
front rank among the great commonwealtlts 
which comprise the Ennion. It 1s the early 
settlers whe laid the foundation for the pres- 
ent progress and prosperity of fhe state and 
to such all honer is due. 

Tu this class beleugs Nathan G. Gillilian. 
He was born in Mason county, West Vir- 
einia, then a part of Virginia, October 5, 
1827, a son ol Wilham and Anna (Edinund- 
son) Gillilan, both of whem were natives of 
Greenbriar county, Virgina. On the ma- 
ternal side he is of Welsh ancestry and on 
the paternal of Scotch-Irish lneage. the fam- 
ites having been residents of .\merica at 
the time of the Revolutionary war. In 1832 
the father of our subject removed with bis 
family to Champaign county, Olio, and in 
1842 came to Linn county, Iowa. hy ne 
wnid the scenes af pioneer life in bath places 
and enduring all the hardships whieh tall re 
the lot of early settlers. His wife dled in 
Virgina in 6832, and in 1834 he marr ec 
Ledia Upten Antrim, a avidcow, whe died 





soon after comme: to lawa. Ey the first 
marriage there were six s@nus and three 
daughters, but Mr. Gilldan of this review is 
now the only survivor. Jn 1837 two af the 
suns and a daughter had come to this state, 
and in s842 they were yonedl by the father 
wil four other children. In the party which 
arrived in 1837 were Samuel lelleyv, James 
Gillan, James Dawson and Edward Crow, 
the first named being the hushand of our 
subject’s sister. They traveled on horse- 
hack and with wagon and found here.an un- 
setuied district et country, the land all wild 
aid destitute of inprovement. 
Ningston and Alarion were the only towns 
in this portion of the state at the time and 
they were mere villages. The families all 
took up homesteads and engaged in farming, 
and the town of Viola was afterward es- 
tablished on part of the land owned by 
Janes Gillilan. When the father ot our 
subject arrived he also secure: a tract of wild 
land and began the development of a tarm 
which he continued to operate for a time. 
His wile died in 1845, and he passed away 
at the home of lis son William in T8s§4. 
Vhere was one daughter hy rhe second mar- 


entirely 


riage who is vet living—Virginia, now the 
wife of William Haas. of Maine townslup. 
She was but six months old when brought 
nv her parents to this state. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gillilan were members ef the Methodist 
Episcopal chureh and took an active part m 
its wurk, In polities he was a Wing. 

Vhe ehildren of the Gillilan family were 
educated in the common schools, pursumg 
their stuches in a log school-house, seated 
with slab benches, the session lasting only 
three months in the year. The teacher was 
paid by subseription and “boarded round” 
anong the sehalars. Our suliyject pursued 
his education in Virginia and Olio and tor 
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a shert lime was a student in the district 
schools of Iowa. He was reared upon the 
home farm and since the age of sixteen he 
has provided for his own support, beginning 
to earn jus own livelihood by working as a 
farm hand. In 1862 he enlisted in Com- 
pany F, Pwentteth Towa Intantry, jouing 
the army asa private. He was promoted to 
serveant and served until honorably dis- 
charged at Raleigh. He participated in the 
battle of Prairie Grove ancl was also in a 
Aiter leaving the 
army he returned to lis home in, lowa and 


number of skirmishes. 


again resumed farming. 

Mr. Gillilan dad been married in 1851 
to Miss Mary L. Heaton, who was born in 
1833. in St. Lawrence county, New York, 
and im 2839 was hrought to lowa bv her 
parents, the family lJecating in Dubuque 
county amd the following vear coming to 
Linn county. The father was a farmer by 
occupation and died when the daughter was 
stxteen vers of age. The mother died when 
Mary was only four and a half vears old. 
Her paternal grandfather was in the Revalu- 
tonary wir, serving for seven vears as an 
army surgeon. Twoot the daughters of the 
Heaton faunily are yet living, a sister of 
Mrs. Gillilan being Mrs. Barber. who resides 
m Central City. at the age of eighty-iwo 
years, Unto our subjeet and his wife have 
been born thirteen children. two of whom 
died in early childhood, while the others are 
yet living, namely: Charles H.. a farmer 
residing in’ Maine township: Lydia, the 
sail Of AL TY Bellaws. a blacksmith of 
Wahoo, Nebraski: Augustus H.. a well 
driller, residing at home: Orpha J.. the wife 
af ft. FE. Gort. of Walaa. Nebraska: Mar- 
Cus, a larmer of Maine township: Will C.. 
Whio is living in Minnesota; Sheridan and 
Sherman, twins. the former at home, wh'le 





the latter is married and resides upon a farm 
in Jackson township: Jake L.. a soldier of 
the Spanish-American war, who re-enlisted 
in the Jhirty-sixth Regiment of the Regu- 
lar Army and is now in the Philippines; 
Mary, the wite of A. A, Selhwantz., who 
inakes his home near Creston. in Union 
county, Iowa: and Oscar R.. who ts a grad- 
uate of Cornell College and is now principal 
of the schools in Center Junction, Towa. 
The children all attended the schools of Linn 
county and afterward attended college, pur- 
suing literary, scientilic or business courses, 
and six of the numher have become success- 
ful educators. 

Mr. Gillilan in 1853 purchased one hun- 
dred aud sixty acres of land at the govern- 
ment price and also twenty acres of timber, 
and for many years he continued tarming, 
transforming his place into a very valuable 
andl highly cultivated property. In 1890, 
however, he left the farm and came to Cen- 
tral City. He has since purchased a small 
farin near the town and has disposed of the 
old homestead. His enterprise and energy 
in the control ol pursuits 
hrought to hin a handsome competence. 
For the past nine years he has engaged in 
the undertaking business here, being the 
only representative of that industry im the 
place. In early life he was a supporter ot 
the Whig party and cast lis vote for Zachary 
Tavler. In 1856 he voted for John C. Fre- 
mont and has uever failed to cast a ballot for 
the Republican candidates since that time. 
He has held a number of local offices, has 
heen a delegate to district and state conven- 


agricultural 


tions and has taken an aetive part in polities, 
his influence being a potent element in. se- 
curing the best interests of the party. He 
has always contributed to chureh work and 
is a prominent member of Marvin Afills 


ad 
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Past, No. 212. G. A. R.. in wiheeh he has 
held the oftice of vice commander. Through 
almost six decades he has resided in Linn 
county and is therefare familar with its 
history, his career here forming a connecting 
link between the primitive past and the pro- 
gressive present with its splendid tacilites 
and advantages. He has taken just pride in 
its progress and bas contributed in no un 
important manner to its upbuiding. 


REV. JOHN HOGARTH LOZIEKR, A. AL 


There is probably no man in Linn coun- 
ty more widely known or is held in higher 
esteem than Chaplain Lozier, of Alt. Ver- 
hon. His live has been a source of constant 
Inspiration to these arouned hin. and is ¢le- 
serving of permanent record on the pages 
of his esuntry’s history, that others seeing 
his good works may follow in lis footsteps. 

The Chaplain was horn in) Dearborn 
county, Indiana, January 22, 1830. a son ot 
Lawrence and Mary (MfeCracken) Lozier. 
The father was born in England, April 24, 
i787, and belonged to an old French Huge- 
not family, being related ta General La 
Favette and also ty Earl De Gray, who was 
pronunent in Fnglish history during the 
‘6os, The mother was a native of Seatland, 
horn May 25. 1791, and also came of a dis- 
tinettished family, being a descendant vf 
Sir Walter Seott aml related to Hogarth, 
the ereat Jingttch artist. The Chaplain’s 
parents were married in New Jersey, on 
ihe TSth ot Au@ust, TRtt, and at an enrky 
day started westward. Crossing the mount- 
ains of Pennsyvivania, they first settled im 
Tittshure. and later removed to Liwwrenes- 
bure. Inciama, locating there about the tine 
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the war of 1812 broke out. Being an expert 
machinist he lirse assisted im building the 
After his 
removal to the Housier state he worked at 
the machinist’s and blacksaurh’s trades and 


first stesunboat ever constructed. 


engaged i the manutacture of plow shares, 
which at that time were pointed pieces of 
iron nailed to a piece of wood. He also 
built a wagon which resembled the freight 
ears ob the present day. Jn Indiana he s2- 
cured a claim of one hundred and sixty acres, 
and made his heme in that state until ins 
leath, which occurred in 1859. his remains 
being interred at Aurora. His wife died im 
1853, and was buried at Wright's Corners, 
Dearhorn county. ‘They had eight children, 
namely: Mary, born July i&, 1842, married 
Sewell Plummer, of .\urora, Indiana, and 
INX6. Gearee, born February 28, 
115, married Eliza .\. Llaisdell, a sister ot 
ex-Governar Ilaisdell, of Nevada, and both 


ciel in 


died in Dearborn county, Indiana. Marga- 
ret, born December 30, 18—, died in intaney, 
Abram, born January ry, 184g, first married 
Luciada Lemley, and after ber death wedded 
Charlotte Turner, and died tn \urora, J1- 
diana, in January, tgor. Sally Ann, born 
September 22, 1822, died in infancy. Sarah 
J., horn September 26, 1824, is the widow 
of James C. Perry and a resident of Kanka- 
kee, Hlinvis. Her eldest son is uow United 
States distriet attorney of South Dakata. 
James O.. horn June 29, 1827, died at about 
the ave of twenty-two years. John H., out 
sulijeet. is the voungest of the family. 
Chaplain Lozier began lis education 1 
the district seheaols of lis native state, and 
at the age of fourteen went [to Cincinnati, 
Olio, where he learned the pharmaceutical 
Dur- 
ine that tune he hecame converted ant| 
At the age of 


business, remaining there six years. 


changed lus made of lite. 
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twenty he entered the De Pauw Lnivers.ty 


at Greencastle, Indiana, and having no 
money he worked lis way through college 
by sawing hoemg 


gardens, mowing yards, etc. At that tine 


and chopping wood, 
eine bottom furniture was new, antl very 
popular, and he and his rnom-mate learned 
the business, becoming quite skilled in that 
line. Mr. Lozier made a rack for lis books 
hy the side of his study-table so that he 
might study and wark at the sate tine. 
He also taught elocution to lawyers, miis- 
ters and thers. and conducted classes in the 
college. far whieh he received a good salary. 
Alter graduating at that institution In 1857, 
he studied medicine for a time, but that pro- 
fession was repellent to him. Tle next took 
up the study of law at \urera, Indiana. 
under Willian 8. Holman, 
known as the “watch dug of the treasury, 


who heeame 
heine the conservative Democratic senator 
who abjected to al] seemingly unnecessary 
expenditures during the Civil war. 

On the 17th of September, 1857, Mr. 
Lozier Was married at Lawrenceburg, In- 
diana. in the ald manor af General Zebulon 
Pike, to Miss Sarah Shaw. who was born 
and reared in New York city. and is a 
daughter af Colonel Edward and Amanda 
(Lewis) Shaw, also natives of that place. 
About 1846 her family removed to Con- 
ciinati, and from there went to LAwtetite- 
burg. Indiana, her father being engaged in 
steainhoating on the Olio at that 
tine. During the Civil war he was ¢com- 
mander of the .\. O. Tyler. the flagship ot 
the Mississippi squadron, whielh was shot to 
pieces hy the “Ram” Arkansas—the terror 
After the 
war, he was given a position in the United 
Stutes nail department at Tndianapelis and 
moved his fannly to thar city. where our sub- 


rver 


of the western gunboat tleet. 





Colonel 
Shaw subsequently made his home with our 
subject and died in Mt. Vernon, Lowa, iba 
1887. He had four children, of whom Ars. 
Lozier was the eldest: Abram died in 1889; 
Frank went west and has not been heard of 
since; and Horace died in infancy. 
Chaplain Lozier spent two years in 


ject was then pastor of a chureh. 


Aurora, Indiana, and after lis marrage 
entered the ministry of the Methodist T:pis- 
copal church. He had preached at different 
times before this. but his first pastoral charge 
was at Westport. Indiana, where he spent 
one year. 
two years, and was then transferred te Dills- 
boro, Indiana, It was during his second year 
at the last named place that the Civil war 
broke out. On Sunday morning while hitel- 


He was next at Versailles for 


ing his horse preparatory to going to Hart's 
Mills. a distance of seven miles, to preach, 
a horseman came galloping along the road, 
shouting that Fort Sumter had heen fired 
upon and that President Lincoln had issued 
q call for seventy-five thetsand men to come 
at once to defend the capital. That morn- 
ing Mr. Lozier preached a war sermon, ane 
commenced to organize a company the same 
dav. In the afternoan |e preached the same 
sermon, and again at night. He was thie 
first to enlist in what afterward became Com- 
pany “HH.” Seventh Indiana Volunteer In- 
fautry, Cotenel E. Demont cominanhing, 
hut at thatt ime they refused te accept tare 
ried men in the rank and file. 

When the call came for “three year men” 
Mr. Lozier organized Company [, Vhirty- 
seventh Indiana Infantry, and at first heat 
the bass drunt in “beating upo for volun- 
reers, but was afterward elected captain of 
his company, and later resigned tht position 
on being elected chaplain of the regiment. 


With the Army of the Cumberland tls regl- 
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ment took part in the battles of Bowling 
Green, Nashville, Stane River. Kenesaw 
Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Chattanooga 
and Chickamauga, and also the A\tkinta cam- 
paign. Chaplain Lozier’s time expired dur- 
ing this campaign, but he remained in the 
service three months longer until the fall of 
Atlanta. The regiment lost so heavily in the 
battle of Chickamauga that there was not 
enough men lett (o re-organize. and it was 
consolidated with the Thirty-fifth Ladiana, 
whieh was an Trish-Catholie regiment with 
a priest for chaplain. Noting the efforts of 
Our subject to save the wounded at the 
hattle of Stone River. General Rosecrans 
sent for him to come to headquarters. where 
he was notified by the adjutant-general that 
he had beeen appointed chaplain-in-chief, all 
other chaplains reporting to him. General 
Rosecrans, however, was a Catholic and had 
Dwight L. Moody, the 
great evangelist. aiter 


his own chaplain. 
became associate 
with Chaplain Lozier in his yark, with 
“Headquarters” in the Chaplain’s  ofiice. 
The Chaplain was the Cincinnati Com- 
mercial army correspondent, “Jargon Neth- 
liz’ which is “untangled” to mean fol Ho- 
garth Lozier. About this time Governor 
Morton of Indiana asked Mr. Stanton, sec- 
retary of war, to have our subject repore to 
hum for special duty, and he was given full 
charge of all things to be sent te the men 
at the front, especially for the sick and 
wounded. He perfected a system hy which 
the men were sure to receive the things sent 
to them and held that position unti} the close 
of the war, his rank being that af atpor, 
In 1865-6 he organized the first soldiers’ and 
orphans’ tome in Indiana, which ‘s Ineated 
at Korightstuwn and is worth one 
This institution now ac 
commodates from four to six hundred sol- 


HOW 
million cellars. 
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diers’ orphans. Chaplain Lozier Sol cited 
the money to buy the grounds and erect the 
first building, and he was severa!] times called 
upon to speak there—the last time being 
with Fred Douglass, the famous colored 
orator, Ie was mustered out of service and 
received an honorable discharge in 1867. 
Chaplain Lozier then resumed his minis. 
terial work and in 1868 was appointed hy 
his conference as agent for De Pauw Uni- 
versity. He was next pastor of the Asbury 
Methodist chureh at Inchanapolis for two 
years and for three vears had charge‘of the 
chureh of that denomination at Franklin, 
Indiana, during which time S. J. Burton, 
Comted States senator from Kansas, was in 
college there, and was one of our sulyeci’s 
pupils in elecution and oratory. Chaplain 
Lozier was then transferred to the North- 
west Lowa Conferenee, which was that vear 
organized at Fort Dodge, and he was ap- 
pointed by Bishop Andrews as presiding 
elder of the Algona district. He afterward 
resigned that position to accept the pastorate 
of the Methodist ehureh at Fort Dodge, and 
during the three vears he spent there he built 
Subsequently he was pastor 
OF the Methodist churches at Webster City 
Iwo vears; Le Mars one vear; and Sioux 


a large church. 


At the last named place 
he projected the building of the First M. E. 


City two vears. 


church. He also served as presiding elder 
at Sioux City fur four ‘vears. Failing in 
health he was then obliged to retire from his 
Munisterial labors. As soou as he had re- 
covered he came te Alt. Vernon, and was 
appointed agent lor Cornell College. He is 
now practically living a retired life as he 
stil] suffers from a broken ankle received in 
the service of his country, 

Mr. and Mrs. Lozier are the parents of 
hve children: (t) Charles Edward, born in 
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Versailles, Ind., March 2, 1849, married 
Grace Cheney, of Dixon, Illinois, and 1s now 
manager of the sales department of the 
American Bicycle Company at Chicago. 
They have two children, Cleve LE. and Mary 
L. (2) Ada E., born at Versailles, Ind., 
Oct. 7, 1861, is the wife of Dr, E. 5. Petty- 
john, of Chicago, who is now traveling 
abroad with his family, visiting the hospitals 
of Russia, Norway, Ger:nany, 
France and England. They have three chil- 
dren, Wallace H., Pauline M. and imore 
J. (3) Lewis Hogarth, born in Indhianapo- 
lis, Sept. 27, 1864. married Edna Helman, 
of Sergeant Bluff, lowa. and is new a cle- 
Hustrator of Chicago. (4) 
Horace Gillette, born at Indianapol.s. -Aug. 


Syweden, 


Signer 


< 


ad 


1, 1867, is a graduate af the Chicago Uin- 
versity, and is naw oan instrueter In the 
Princetuu-Yale Institute of Chicago. Dur- 
ing the Spanish-.\meriean war he enlisted 1M 
Company .\, First Minois Volunteer Infant- 
ry, aud became connected with the civil en- 
gineering department. Tle was in all of the 
engagements in which his regiment took 
part. and was taken sick during his service 
at Porto Rico, and was sent 10 Chicago 
harely alive. (3) James Minard, bora Dec. 
6, 1869, at Franklin, Indiana; was married 
in Lisbun, Iowa, to Clara Wileox, of that 
place. He was the founder and editor of 
The “Remarker” (now fecord) of Mt 
Vernon, lowa, but is now connected with the 
American \Wheel Company at \Wesifield, 
Alassachusetts. 

Fraternally Chaplain Lozier 1s an -\u- 
cient member of the Independent Order ot 
Odd Fellows, the Ancient Order of United 
\Workmen, and several temperance organiza- 
lions. He is also a Knight Templar Mason, 
and past chaplain of the Grand Counel of 
Indiana, and past grand chancellor of the 








Knights of Pythias of that state. He he- 
longs to W. C. Dimmitt Post, No. 400, 
G. A. R., and was chaplain of the first na- 
tional encampment G. A. R. He was known 
during the war as the “fighting chaplain,” 
and was loved and respected by his comrades 
at the front, as well as by all who know 
him at the present time. He has made ex- 
tensive tours from ocean to ocean. lecturing 
for the Grand Army of the Republic, his 
most popular lectures bemg known as 
“Forty Rounds,” “Top Rails,” “Grab oa 
Root” and the “Sunny Side of Soldiering. 
He also lectured before the Christian Ln- 
deavor societies and the Epworth League. 
eic., his best entertaimment being “Your 
Mother's Apron Strings, HOW 
published in book form, and is fiehly en- 
dorsed by prominent men throughout the 
country, including President McKinley. -\s 
a writer, lecturer, minister and soldier, he 
has won for himself an enviable reputation 
and is well worthy the high regard in which 


which 1s 


he is uniformly held. 


JAMES Kk. McPARTLAND: 


Prominent among the railroad men ot 
Cedar Rapids is James BR. MePartland, the 
present traimmaster, who was born in Bur- 
lineton, Iowa, on the 1st of October. 1859, 
and is a son of Thomas and Catherine 
(O'Flynn) MePartland. both of whom were 
natives of Ireland, the former born in Coun- 
tv Leitram, the latter at Lake OT lynn, 
County Mayo. Wis parents made their home 
in Burlington until their deaths. The ta- 
ther was a Jake captain, and was lost with 
his vessel, the Comet, many years ago. Ot 
their nine children all are now deceased with 


694 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


a 


exception of our subject and J. H. MePart- 
Jand, assistant superintendent of the Clica- 
go. Burlington & Quiney Railroad residing 
11 Burlington. 

James R. MePartland received his edu- 
cation i the common schools of Burlington, 
ane at the age of sixteeen years began his 
railroad career as brakeman under \W. B. 
Ryder, train-master, on a construction train 
on the Chicago. Burlington & Quiney 
Railroad. Later he was promoted to brake- 
man @n a freight train and was made a con- 
ductor at the age of nineteen. being in all 
probability the youngest conductor in the 
United States ar that time. 

On leaving the Chicago, Burlingtan & 
Quiney Railroad in 1882. he became identi- 
hed with the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad as brakeman on a freight 
trainin April of that vear, and the follaw- 
ig tall was promoted to conductor. During 
ISS3 he was meht vard master at Cedar 
Kapicds. but the following vear returned to 
the road. and was freight conductor until 
TAU 3. 
senger train, which he ran until Septenther. 


He was then given a reeular pxiS- 


ISQYy. when he was promoted to train master 
with headquarters at Cedar Rapids. This 
MNportant position he is now mast ereditably 
filing, aint is one of the most faithful and 
trusted eniploves of the road, 

Ino iSeée Mfr. MeDartland wedded Miss 
Alary Sexton. a daughter of Calonel Michael 
Sexton. who commanded a Can federate reed 
ment in the Civil war and is now deceased, 
while her mether makes her heme with our 
subject. The family came to this state frran 
Memphis, Veunessee. and Mrs. MePirtland 
Was hornain Fairfield. Iowa. Unte sur suh- 
ject and lis wife were born two sons and 
four daughters. of whom two died in in- 
Toney, the living being Josephine Barney, 


Marguerite and lrancis, now attend'n~ 
school in Cedar Rapids. The family have a 
pleasant home at 1628 Second avenue. 
cuuly Air. AlePartland is a member of 
Crescent Lodge, A. F. & A. M.. of Cedar 
Rapids, also a member of O. R.C. He isa 


man highly respected and esteemed by: alt 


So- 


who know lim. 


EDWARD AL CROW, 


Wherever there is pioneer work to be 
Jone. men of energy and ability are re 
quired, and success or failure depends upon 
the degree of those qualities that is pos- 
sessed. In wresting the land of Linn county 
from its native wilderness: in fitting it for 
the habitation of men: in developing the 


resmirces of the cemmunity in 
whieh they lived, few if any contributed 
more than Edward AT. Crow. who was the 


first white man to locate perninently in this 


natural 


CUUIITY. 
He was born fn Paclt, Orange county, 
Indiana, June 4. 1816. a son of John and 
Mary (Millis) Crow. natives of North 
Carolina, who removed to Orange county. 
Indiana, in early life anel were there married 
June 20, r815. 0 They continued their resi- 
dence there until the spring of 1834. when 
they removed to Chicago. but as Joliet, Tli- 
ois, Was then the mast promising town 
they went to that place after spending one 
Stix months later. how- 
ever, they removed to Kane county, the same 
locating near Geneva, where the 
mother died January 9. 1836. Later the 
lether married Miss Docia Hill, of Naper- 
ville, Wiingis. and in the spring of 1838 they 


season in Chicago. 


sfate, 


came ta Linn connty, Lowa, locating: east of 








E. M. CROW. 
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the present town of Viola. There the father 
died Mareh 3. (Sy. His children were all 
by the first marriage and in order of birth 
woes as follows: Edward M., our subject ; 
Garrison C., whe died in California Decem- 
ber 13. 1875; Wesley, who died in Grant 
county, Wisconsin, October & 1803: Nelson 
V. A. a banker and capitalist of St. Charles, 
Minnesoue: Esther, who married Julius A. 
Peet and shed in Jones county, Iowa, leb- 
ruary 22, 1883; Naneyv. who married Tru- 
man |. Veet and died in Buffalo township, 
Linn county, November 1, 1854; John, who 
died in Jones county, this state, November 
7, 1873: and Mary, wha wedded Charles 
C. White and died in California June to, 
1864. 

Mr. Crow of this review was eigliteen 
vears of age when the family went to Chi- 
ea, ind he accompanied Ins parents on 
their vartous removals until the aut ot 
1535. when he returned to lis native county 
and there attended school 
Desiring to try his fortune farther west. he 


for one winter. 


purchased a liorse and on horseback went 
to Kane connty, llinois, where he remained 
until Fine 4, 3837, when he erussed the Mis- 
Sissipp and eame to Linn county, Iowa. 
On the 4th af July he laid claim to a large 
tract of land an what is now sections 13 and 
if. Brawn township, east of where Viola 


Now stands. He thei returned to Fox 
River. Wincis. and. shortly atterward, 1 
Culnpany with James Dawsen and ltrs 


brother, Garrison Crow, purchased six yoke 
f ecattle and made preparations to again 
KONG ta ihe (tere 
tram left Fox River in the latter part of 
August nid arrived at their destination Sep- 
tember 5. 18397. 
Criny 


Linn county. WaAgON 


They built a shanty on 
Brown tuwnship. which 
Stream was named bv the United States 


creek in 
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surveyors in honor of Mfr. Crow. who was 
living on its banks when they arrived. 
little company immediately began cutting 
hay and making general preparations for the 
Winter season. 

Subsequently Edward Crow, in com- 
pany with John Joslin, returned to Lllingis 


The 


after provisions tu earry them through the 
winter. Being overtaken by a snowstorm, 
they left their teams at a Alrs Nyes on this 
side uf the Mississippi, hey erussed the 
river and traveled eastward about fifteen or 
twenty miles, where they bought corn, meat 
and other provisions, which were hauled to 
the river by lured teams. After having 
their corn ground at Air. Nyes mill they 
started for the big wouds on the \Wagpsie, 
but were overtaken by a heavy snowsterim 
at Cherry Grove and in order to reach their 
cabin had to wade through very deep snow. 
the following winter was intensely cold, 
long and dreary, aud the privations endured 
by the little band of pioneers was exceedingly 
great. Snow lay abour two feet deep on 
the level. 

On the 22d uf February Alv. Crow was 
obliged to return to Ilmeis to meet his 
father and family, and the third day alter 
starting they reached Black Dick's point, 
which was a small grove of timber. The 
trail was su bad that they could only travel 
ubgut eight miles a day. The tee on the 
river was weakened by the January thaw, 
but had been somewhat strengthened by sub- 
sequent cold, but as tt was then the latter 
part af February, the little band of travelers 
were feartul that it was net strong enough 
te bear the full weight of their ox teams, so 
they unhitehed them and drew the wagon 
aerass the river with one ux, the other heing 
led ata safe distance in the rear. Upon the 
island in the river they met a band ar wood 
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choppers who were cutting wood for steam- 
hoats. During ther trip from Linn county 
to the Alississippi, however, they had only 
met one white man, a trapper by the name 
of Wheat. They proceeded on their jour- 
ney to Prephetstown, Illinois, where they 
crossed the Kock river on the ice, meeting 
between the two rivers only three white set- 
tlers. Near Pawpaw Grove, about twelve 
miles from the Rock river, they mei a Tittle 
favaleade on sleds, whitch preved to he that 
As the snow melted rhe 
following dav the sledges were aband ned 


of their parents. 


and the remainder of the journey was inde 
hy wagon. They followed the Kock river 
down to within tour miles of its mouth, and 
crossed the Mississippi) at Davenport, reach- 
ing home April 1o, t838. The father 
brought with him fifty head of cattle and 
about the same number of hogs, which were 
the frst swine brought to the big weaxds. 
Mr. Crow could relate many interesuny 
incidents of jnoneer life, when he was eamn- 
pelled to go to the lead mines at Galena, 
Mlnos, for his mail, a distance of sixty 
miles. and had to pay twenty-five cents for 
letter 
quently made on toot. 


each received. The trip was fre- 
At one time he went 
to Davenport, fifty miles away, ta ger his 
plew sharpened and his coulter meneled. se 
that he night continue his work of breaking 
prairie. The first grain he raised was sod 
and buckwheat. which he took ta 
Thompson’s mill on the Little Towa river, 
five miles from Dubuque, but the mill was 
so imperfeer that when ground ‘the buek- 
wheat could not be bolted. The trip was 


made with ox teams and recurcd ten days, 


corm 


Mr. Crow beng compelled to camp out on 
the way anel earry food for himself and cat- 


tle. In crossing streams he frequently had 


tr cue the ice or scatter old hag along and 


pour water over it and later freeze it to keep 
the cattle from slpping. On the other 
hand when there was no ice he had to build 
ralts to cress the streai. 

In the spring of 1838 Afr. Crow com- 
menced Wo mnprove lis clann, but the follow- 
ing October he sold it and returned to Or- 
ange county, where he attended 
He had 
previously made a claim in Butfalo town- 
ship, tlis county, and erected thereon a 
shanty, which le found had been destroyed 
by fire on his return here in April, 1839. 
He at once rebuilt and continued to make 
his home in Buttalo township throughout 
life. In later years he erected a good brick 
residence upon lus place, and made many 


lncltana, 
school during the winter of 1838-9. 


other valuable and useful mnproavements. 
He prospered in his farming operations and 
kept adding to lis landed possessions until 
he had at one time thirteen hundred acres 
of land in Linn and Jones counties, but later 
disposed of a portion of it, retaming four 
hundred acres m > Buffalo township, this 
county; Aftv-eight ucres in Jones county, 
Jowa; one hundred and fiity-seven acres m 
Crawford county, this state: and a large 
stone quarry with eighty acres in Kansas. 
Ile was quite extensively engaged in stock 
raising, feeding about sixty head of cattle, 
six horses and filtv hogs annually. 

Qn the ruth af November, 1839, m Linn 
township, Mr. Crow was united in marriage 
with Miss Elizabeth Bennett, who taught 
the frst school in this county. Her father, 
I:zra Bennett, was lost at sea. She was 
New York, but was 
reared in Canada, and died at her home 1 


3 


horn im syracuse, 
Buffalo township, ihts county, February 3: 


Lisl. 
clreni : 


By this union were born twa chil 
Narv E., born November 11, 1840, 
married John Wall and died in Redwood, 
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Minnesota, April 18, t868&; and John Wes- 
ley, born Alay 4, 1642, married Rachel Bolt- 
enhouse., and is now living en a ranch near 
Houston. He served over three 
years in the Civil war as a member of the 
Thirty-frst Iowa Intantry. 

AMlr. Crow was agiun married in Brown 


Texas. 


townslip November 14, r848, Ins second 
mnen bemg with Mrs. Nareissa Fe. Bowman, 
the widow of Isaae Bowman. By their 
union three children were bern, namely: 
Willaxl 1D., horn November 7, 1849, mar- 
ried Loutsa Burke. and is a large land owner 
al wealthy citizen of Houston. Texas; 
edward Linas, born November 13. 1852, 
marned Adelia Gillen. and is now a stock 
and grain dealer of Mapleton, Iowa; and 
Naneyv Te., born May 3, 1836, died Decem- 
ISG. 
S. Elwood, who was an extensive land ewner 


her 13. She was the wite of George 
aud stuck dealer of Washington county, 
The mother of these children de- 
parted clus lite in Buffalo township July 17, 
i537 


Kansis. 


3 


At .Nnamtosa, Iowa, December 8, 1860, 
Mr. Crew married Mrs. Sarah A. 
widow of Addison Green, and to then were 
Jefferson 
D., born December 25. 1861. married Elsie 


Gireen, 
born seven children, as fellows: 


Leaf and is engaged in farming near Maple- 
tou, Lowa: Nelson M.. born March 19, 1863, 
married Addie Dial and died in State Cen- 
ter, Jawa; Sarah E.. lsarn Septentber 18, 
1804, 18 the wife of Owen Carl. of Perry, 
Jowa: Charles F., barn August 3. 1869, mar- 
ned Mertie Bovles and is a farmer of Jones 
county. Towa; Garrison M., born April 28, 
S68, and Louis No. born August 17, T8570, 
are both deceased; and Orpha B., born Sep- 
temher 30, 1871. is the wife of J. Harold 
Leaf, who js represented on another page 
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oi this volume, NIrs. Crow died Novem- 
ber 3, 1872. 

In his political views Mr. Crow was a! 
Jacksomian Democrat and a staneh supporter 
of lus party and its principles. As one of 
the leading and intluential citizens of his 
coninuity he was ealled pon te fll a num- 
ber of local oifices, and served as supervisor 
for nine years and justice of the peace in 
early lite. 
versalist, broad and liberal in lis ideas. 
passed away July 26, 1894, honored and re- 
spected by all who knew Jum. Tis remains 
were inferred in Wilcox cemetery. 
township, near the village of Viola, where 
his wives were also buried. He always took 
an active and caminendable interest m1 the 


In religious belief he was a Lui- 


le 


Brewn 


welfare of his adopted county, and was 
prominently identifed with its growth: and 
development. He was not only geimal and 
hospitable in disposition, lut was exceed- 
ingly charitable, and no one coming to hin 
for aid was ever turned from Ins dour 
empty-handed. He often gave shelter to 
those less fortunate than himsell, both chul- 
dren and grown people making thetr home 
with him at various times. Mr. Crow was 
not only Linn county’s earliest settler, hut 
was also one of its hest known and most 
highly esteemed citizens. 


SIMEON BLODGETT. 


In tracing the history of the Blocdyett 
family, of which the subject of this rev.ew 
is a worthy representative, it is learned what 
the founder of this branch im America. an 
Englishman by birth. eaume to this country 
as early as the vear 1636, hringing with Tim 


fOO 








two sons, Samuel and Daniel. One of his 
descendants and the great-grandfather of 
our subject, 


ninety years. 


lived to the ripe old age of 

His father. Joseph Blodgett, 
Deerheld, Massachusetts, July 
Upon reaching manhood he lived 
for a short time in the state of Pennsylvania 
and here he met Hanna Carpenter. who 
heeame his wife. She was of Engtish an- 
eestry., born February 22, T1802. and was 
also a descendant of one of America’s early 
settlers, her great-grandfather having heen 
ane of the “Seven Partners” famed in li's- 
tory. who setled in Susquehanna county, 


was born im 
25. TSO2. 


Pennsylvania, and formed a colony there. 
After ther marriage Alr. and Airs. Blodgett 
came to Wlimois and settled in Du Page coun- 
ty. This was in the vear 1835. Mr. Blidgett 
took up land here and farmed for etehteen 
vears. In 1&52 he moved to Jowa and lived 
there until lis death 
1870. His name is mentioned among the 
proneers of both Illinois and lowa. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dlodgett were the parents of six ehil- 
Two 
ey the latter died in early womanhood and 
the oldest danehter diel at the age of twen- 
tv-eight years. bv name Mercy C.. who be- 
came the wif@ of Ezra Widder, a soldier in 
Whi cdked in the service: Simon, the subject 


wiich aecurred im 


dren, three sons and three daugniters. 


of our sketeh: Austin, who lives in Central 
Civ. and was also a member of the Ninth 


Towa Regulars. having enlisted in Sep- 
tember, VR86r: Alving wha lives in) Grin- 


nell. [nwa, and is the awner of the transfer 
lines there. These chtldren all received a 
common sechaol education, the hest ta he 
oblamed in these days. 

saneon Blodgett lived with his parents 
until the year 1837. but had entered eighty 
acres of land fram the government in 1853 


and warked at farming. anproving and enl- 
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To this he later added 
one hundred acres, makine ls farm ene 


tivating the land. 


hundred and eighty acres in all, 

Maria L. Tueker on March the iath, 
She 
was born in Ohio in 1837 and was the 
daughter of Rev. Stillman Tueker, who 
was hernia Vermont in tar2 and who took 


1857. became the wife of our subject. 


up lus residence in Olio in the year 1833. 
He was a Congregational minister. formerly 
Jn Ohio he took up farm- 
Ing in connection with hts ministerial work 
18.47. 


After her death, some vears having passed, 


a school teacher. 
and here lus wife passed away in 


he aga married and to this unien were horn 
three children: Mary. living in Oklahoma: 
Phoebe. wife of M. Collins, living in Okta- 
homa, and J. F. Tucker, a minister in the 
east. The mother ot these children is still 
living in Oklahoma. 

ln i864 Mir Blodgett jeined Company 
C.. Pitteenth fowa Tofantry. with whom he 
He was 
with Sherman through the Carolinas and on 
At Washington he 
was im the grand review and in 1865 was 
He returned at ence to his 
lome and again took up his agricultural 
pursuits, at which he was eminently success- 
hil, 


Tn the veur 1888 our subject was untor- 


served) wintt] the close of the war. 
the march to the sea. 


Wiuistered ont. 


tunate m losing his right band which had to 
he amputated ewine to the faet that bleod- 
peusoning hd set in. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Simeon Blodgett were 
orn eleven children. five of whom are still 
living: (rt) Elannah P., wife of Henry Ien- 
derson.a farmer living in Jackson township; 
(2) Olive A., wife of Dr. A. Cunningham, 
af Renwick, Iowa, who have five children, 
Harold S.. Athert, Rav. Lillian and Carl: 
(3) Joseph F. lives in Jackson township and 


——— et 


He is :married and 
has two children: Clara and Bernice. (4) 


is engaged in farming. 


Lillian E., wife of the Rev. J. Ff. Mumtord,. 


of Correctionville, Lowa. is the mother of 
mvo children: Iva and Olive; (5) Corydon 
L., attending the Iowa State University. 1s 
studying dentistry. These cluldren have 
received gaud educational advantages having 
attentled the various colleges and academies 
in the state. 

Prospering as time went on in the year 
1892 Mr. Blodgett was enabled to retire 
from the farm and teak up lus residence m 
Central City where he purchased five acres 
of land and erected a beautiful moderndwell- 
ing upon it. In 19g he sold the farm and 
has invested lis capital so that it will support 
himself and wife for the remainder of their 
lives. 

In polities Mr. Blodgett has heen a close 
fallawer of lis father, who tram the time 
of his taking up ‘his residence in Iowa was 
constantly before the public, having been 
ne of the first supervisors of the county and 
holding many other positions of trust. Since 
coming into the county My. Blodgett has 
heen «a anentber of the town enmeil. clected 
by the Republican party. He has been a 
delerute to enunty conventinns, was justice 
of the peace for Jackson tewnship and was 
for six vears assessor and for thirteen years 
trustee of the same township and has ale 
ways been au ardent supportyr and earitest 


eaod schools 


worker fer the promotion of ¢ 


mthe county. Myr. Blodwett is a member ot 
the lowa Croeker’s Brigade, a lvstory of 
Which will be fomid in the sketch of Col. 
H.T. Rood. Asa citizen My. Blodgett has 
i record of which few men can boast and 
that is of having voted at forty-seven state 
elections, never having missed one fron the 
time he cast his frst vote. 
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Mr. Blodgett is a member of the Congre- 
eational, church, of which he was a deacon 
for fifteen years and also held the position of 
trustee. He still takes an active part im 
both chureh and Sunday schoal work. 





ORRIN E. ABORN. 


Orrin FE. Aborn has been a resident of 
Cedar Rapids jor over twenty years, and ts 
to-day one of its most highly esteeemed 
citizens. He isa native of the Prairie state, 
his birth occurring in Syeamure, Dlinois, 
November 7, 1855. His parents. Calvin and 
Eliza (Atkins) born, were born. reared 
and married in Vermont and removed to 
Iltinais about Isso. 
gaged in the patent right business and pat- 
He 


removed to Independence, fowa. in 1859. 


The father was en- 


ented the first seedl sower ever made. 


forming a partnership knuwn as Aborn & 
Ingals. They made ancl sold the seeder ex- 
tensively through the west. having at one 
time forty teams on the road and doing a 
successful business. He is now deceaserl, 
but the mother is still living and makes her 
home in Judependence, Lowa. 

The subject of this sketch ts the sixth 
in order of birth in a family of nine chil- 
dren, and was only four years of age when 
the family removed to Tndependence, lawa, 
where the davs of his boyhood and vouth 
were passed. To the public schools of that 
city he is indebted for his educational, priv- 
ileges. On leaving the schol room at the 
ave of seventecen he commenced clerking i 
a dry goods store Independence. andl was 
thus employed until after the removal f 
his employers to Cedar Rapids in 1878, re- 
maining with them at this place far ane 





vear. He then went to Kansas and engaged 
in farming with his brether for one year. 

In the meantime Mr. Aborn was married 
at Red Cloud, Nebraska, in 1879. to Miss 
Amanda Rudolph, a daughter of Samuel 
and Della Rudolph, of Cedar Rapids, both 
of whom are now deceased. The father was 
one ot the frst hotel keepers of this city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Abern have two children: 
Libby D.. now cashier and bookkeeper for 
S. L. Rudolph: and Claude E.. who is at- 
tending the high school of Cedar Rapids. 

After his return to Cedar Rapids Mr. 
Aborn worked in the Burlington. Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad shops for seven 
years, and then entered the employ of S. I. 
Rudolph, a wholesale and retail grocer at 
this city, as manager during the absence of 
the proprietor. He is a charter member uf 
the camp of Medern Woodmen of Amer‘ca 
at Cedar Rapids. and also belongs to Ceilar 
Rapids Lodge, No. 141,1.0.0.F 


JAMES SLIFE. 


For over half a century James Slife has 
heen a resident of Linn county. ane during’ 
all these years has been prominently identi- 
fied with her agricultural and business inter- 
ests. He is now editor and proprietor of 
the News Letter, published in Central City, 
and in the new venture is meeting with the 
sane success that has characterized ‘his eg- 
lire liusiness career. 

Mr. Shfe was born in Fairfteld county, 
Ohio. on the 3d of August. 1836, and is a 
son ar Daniel and Eve (Millaw) Slife. the 
former horn in Maryland in iSo4, the latter 
it Pennsylvania, in 1806. On both the 
paternal and maternal sides he is of German 
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ancestry, but beth fannlies were founded in 
America His 
grand£ather, Ulrich Slife, was a soldier of 


several generations back, 


the Revolutionary war, In an early day 
Damel Shie went to Ohio, where he mar- 
our subject. When 
young he learned the wheelwright’s trade, 
but never tollowed 


nied the mother of 
that occupation, and 
shortly afterward took np carpenter work, 
to which he devoted lis time and energies 
A frer 
lus marriage Ire made lis heme in Canal 


until he retired from active labor. 


Winchester, Ohio. for some time, engaged in 
contracting and hiilding, and in 1846 re- 
moved with his family to Jones county, 
At that 
tine there was not a house in Anamosa, and 


Towa, heing among its pioneers. 


their nearest trading posts were Muscatine 
ail Dubuque, to which they hauled their 
produce by wagon. there being no railreads 
On coming to lowa Mr. Slife 
purchased a farm in.Jones county, where he 
resided for a short time. In 1&s0 he re- 
moved to Linn county and bought a farm 


In the state. 


otf which our subject took charge while his 
rather worked at his trade. In 1868 he re- 
tired from Tusiness, and three vears later 
removed to Riverside, Washington county, 
lowa, where he died in 1873. His wife 
passed away the follawing vear. Bath were 
very. active and earnest members of the 


United 
respected by all who knew them. 


rethren chureh, and were highly 
The ta- 
ther was a fairly well educated man for his 
day and was well posted on the questions and 
Issues Of the times. On the organization of 
the Republican party in 1856. he joined its 
ranks and continued one of its stanch sup- 
porters throughout life. 

There were ten children born to Daniel 
and [ve (Millow) Slife. of wham four died 


In childhood. Whe others were as follows: 
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Valentine. who was a farmer by occupation, 
died in Jones county, Towa, in July, 1899; 
Mary wedded Jacob Fesler, of Riverside. 
Washington county, diel in April, 
1898: Christina died near Glidden, Iowa, 
188g; Rachel is the wite of John Minehart 
of Central City, Lowa; 
is next in order of birth: 
member of the Ninth lowa Infantry during 
the Civil war, 
1864. ‘They were all educated m the com- 
mon schools of this state. 

Slife was fourteen 


‘nid 


i 


James. our subject, 
and David was a 


and died in the service im 


James vears of age 


when he came to Linn county, and lis edu- 
cation was principally acquired in Jones 
though he atrended school here tor 
His educational advantages 
limited. He grew to manhood 
on the home farm and hac charge of its 
operation fer a number of vears. In 1858 
with Miss Cath- 
erine Coffits, a native of Tama, Oluo, and a 
daughter of Philip and Catherine (Bruner) 
Cottits, who were early settlers of this coun- 
ty, 


COUNNLY, 
a shorc time. 
were rather 


he was nnited in marriage 


ail continued to reside on the farm 
where they first located until their deaths. 
They had three children: John, a resident of 
Tama, lowa: Alexander, of Minnesota; and 
Catherine, wite of our subject. 

Mr. Slife continued farming until war 
avas declared between the north and south. 
when he entered the service of lis country, 
enlistine \ugnust 13, 1862, in Company G. 
Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. 
He went at once to the front and took part 
m the hattles of Port Gibson, Mississippi; 
Champion Hill and Sabine Crass Roads. 
Lousana. He was taken prisoner at Cham- 
pion Till, hut was detained only a few days 
hefare heing pareled and sent across the river 
lecunp. .\fter being exchanged in Septem- 
ber, he rejoined his regiment and partici- 
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pated in many other engagements andl skirm- 
ishes until he reached New Orleans. where 
he was il in the hospital for a time. He was 
subsequently able to rejuin his command 
at Morehead Citv, North Carolina, 
mained with them until] mustered ont at 
Savannah, Georgia, in 1865. The regiment 
lost heavily at Champion Hill. there being 
over two hundred either killed or wounded. 

After the war Mr. Slife resumed the 
more quict pursuits of farm life, whieh he 
continued to carry ou until 1888, when he 
rented his farm and removed to Central City, 
where he engaged in the hardware business 
He pur- 
chased a lot, erected a building, and put im 
a stock of new goods. Selling lis farm in 
Jones county, Lowa, he next purchased a 


and re- 


very successfully for five years. 


place of one hundred and forty acres in 
Jackson township, Linn county. 
fully improved, and which is operated by his 
son. After living retired for about a 
Mr. Slife purchased the plant of the News 


Which 1s 


vear 


Letter on the 15th of March, 1g00, irom 
P. G. Henderson. of Central City. This 
paper was established Marcel 1, 1888. by 


A.W. McCormick. Jt is now conducted as 
an independent paper and has a circulation 
of six hundred, which has steadily increased 
the capable management of our sub- 
ject. He also does all kinds of jol printing 
and is meeting with excellent success. 

Mr. Slife’s first wife died in Jones coun- 
ty, in 1876, leaving five children, namely: 
Melvin, who is married and engaged in the 
grain and agr icultural implement business 
in Carroll county, Iowa; Adelia, wife of C. 
\. Shibley, a contract painter of Chicago; 
Frank H., wha is married and lives on che 
home farm in Jackson township: Clara, wite 
of P.O. Welirman. of Chicago; and Daniel, 
who is murried and conduets a meat market 


wuder 


7O4 


in Blairstown, lowa. In August. 1879, Mr. 
Slife was again married, his second union 
being with Mliss Mary Newell, a native of 
Penusylyama, who died July tr. 1896. In 
1897 le wedded Alrs. Sarah Hill. the widow 
of Thomas Hill, by whom she had four ehil- 
dren, three still living, namely: Rowland, a 
resident of Bowlder township, this county ; 
Elizabeth, wite of Ray Cane. of Coggon: 
and Jolin, who lives with lus brother on the 
farm in Bowlder township. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Slite are members of 
the Congregational chureh, and he was trus- 


tee of the same for a time, but increas ng 


business compelled im to resign chat post 
tion. He is a supporter of all elurech and 
charitable work, however, and never with- 
holds Ins aul trem any-enterprise which he 
believes will prove of public benefit.  Fra- 
ternally he afhhiates with the Grand \rniv 
Post at Central City. and politically is identi- 
hed with the Repubhean party. for whose in- 
terest he Jabors unturingly, although he las 
never been a politician in the sense of office 
seeking. He started cut in life with nea 
capital, but heimg a man ef sound judemente 
and practical ideas, he has succeeded im all 
his undertakinys. and has acquired consider- 
able valuable property, including a good resi- 
dence and store buildings in Central City, 
besides Ins fine farm ane tlie lulding which 
he new occupies. 


THEOPHILUS THOMAS. 


Theoplilus Thomas. who is well and 
faverahly known in Puirfax township, Linn 
leavnship. owas born it Cambria county, 
Pennsylvania. on the 13th day of November, 
1856. 
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Born mm tS18, uilso in the state ef Penn- 
svivania., lis lather, Thomas R., followed 
tor after 
which he removed to Low: and resumed the 


farming = there Many  vears, 
same occupation, which he followed until 
ns death, whieh occurred in September, 
isso. Alarguerite vans became lis wife 
and ihe mother of our subject. She was 
born in (826, in Sharva Tavia, Wales, and 
was hut sixteen vears of age when her par- 


Take 


ing with them thetr family, they settled in 


elfs enuerated tu the United States. 


Cambria county, Pennsylvania, where their 
daughter marred Alr. Thomas. 

The following nine children were born 
to Mr. and Ars. Thomas: George \W.. who 
married Alice Sliuw and whe now lives in 
Hohdaysburgh, Pemusyvivania, where he 
coudttets a veneral merelanidise store: Led- 
( [elis) 


Lhomas, is living in Johnson county, where 


ward. with fs wre. Hannah 
he follows farming: John is a carpenter by 
trade and with his wife, who wis Samantha 
Ream, resides in’ Fairbury. Jetferson coun- 
ty, Nebraska; Howard. who was an en- 
gineer on the Pennsylvania Central Rail- 
road, was killed at the age of twenty-live 
years, leaving a wile, Frances (Brown) 
Pheomas. and three cliidren, Rass, Clinton, 
amd Alice: Elizabeth married Spencer Pate, 
Whos a farmer by occupation; Rohert L., 
Whats alse a farmer, lives in Jolson coun- 
ty, Iowa; carpentry is the trade iollowedl 
by .Mexander whe, with his wife, Bertha 
(Byron). ives in Delaware county; Wilh 
ia is also a carpenter and lrves at home. 

The early scheeal days of Mr. Thomas 
were passed ina little log sehool house in 
Ciunbrig county, Pennsylyaiia, at the same 
tine lending a helping hand tu his father 
ou the Jarm. He was twenty-seven years 
of ave, when in the spring of i&78 he moved 





THEOPHILUS THOMAS. 


Ss 
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with his parents to Jolinson county, Lowa, 
where he staved for one year. Gage county, 
Nebraska. was the nest place in whieh he 
resided, where he worked by the month for 
about a year and then returned to Johnson 
county, his father having died during his 
absence. Here he worked the home farm 
for three vears, at the end of which time 
he purchased a forty-aere farm for him- 
self, which he sold two years later to Jus 
other, 

For two years Ire rented a farm trom 
Ar. Swisher and then he again moved to 
Nebraska, slaymy there, working by the 
mouth for one year, when he again took up 
Ins residence in Johnsen county.  lwelve 
months later he went tu Linn county and 
settled upon the property whieh he now @c- 
cupies, working by the month for the first 
two yeurs, one year drilling wells. 

Ile inarried here, November 20. 18go, 
Carrie M. Miller, a daughter of Aquilla 
Miller, a very old of Tairfas 
tawnsittp, whe was born in York county, 


resident 


Pennsylvania, January 22, 1827, and was 
the son of Samuel Miller. who married 
Elizabeth Winter, beth being natives of 
York county. The father of Mrs. [homas 
Was the oldest of seven children. five sons 
and two daughters. le left’ Pennsytvania 
and tor a short time lived in Ohie. but in 
the spring of 1851 settled in lowa. He is 
a deneon of the Christian church and now 
Makes his home with our subject. Elizabeth 
(Winter) Miller, his mother, died Mareh 
15, 18y2, at the ripe old age of tinety-two 
vears, 

Temperance (Thilis)}  Aliller. = the 
mother of Mrs. Thomas. was a native of 
Richland eotnty, Ohi born November 29, 
1825. Ter parents were Thomas and Sarah 
(Hedrick) Philips, peaceful agriculturists. 

rw] 


daughter of Mrs. 
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Their children were: Sarah E., born July 
4, 1850; Mary J., now deceased. born 
Apri] 25, 1852. died December 6, 1890; 
Samantha A., also deceased, born Novem" 
, died September 18 1858; 
Thomas M., deceased, born November 5, 
1855, died January 5, 1869; Jacintha A,, 
deceased, born ‘October 5, 1857, died Feb- 
ruary 27, T8635; Jason L. S., deceased, born 
January 25, 1859, died September 10, 
1859; Wilham J, still living. was born 
August 5, 1860, and is a plumber by trade 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Avery E., born De- 
ceinher 21, 2863. married Nellie L. Hill, 
who is the daughter of Janes Hill, of Cedar 
Miller follows the plumbing 
business at Maquoketa, Iowa, and Carrie 





ber 27; 


Kapids. Mr. 


M., our subject's wife. who was born Ocr 
tober 10, 1867. 

Four vears after his marriage Mr. 
Vhomas rented a farm. In 1&g3 he bought 
eiglity acres*of land, and in rags purchased 
the old homestead, which contained one hun- 
dred and twenty acres, mating i all two 
humelrecd acres. 

Having started out m= Tife with but 
thirteen dollars in cash, Alr. Thaimnas’ sue- 
cess in life is due enurely to lis wn ef- 
forts. His beautiful farm of two lhundred 
aeres, all under the highest state of culti- 
vatinn, is the home ot himself and wife, 
where thev are surrounded by their three 
devoted children: Ella AL, born April 21, 
I8g4; Glenn Harold, barn May 6. 1896; 


aul Elliott Aquila, born December 17, 
1897. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have also 
reared and educated Lillie Stevenson, a 


Thomas’ sister Jane. 
Beside his farm Mr, Thomas is engaged 
in the dairy business. his products being 
of the highest quality. 
In polities Mr. Thomas is a Repuhl ein 











Weag shops, where he renained about foyr 
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and has served two tertis as scheol di- 
rector, In rehgion he is a member ot the 


Chrisuan chureh, which he jomed over 
twelve vears ago. and to which he has been 
Alrs. 
Thomas has for the past sixteen years been 
a teacher of the Christian chureh Sunday 
school. 

Mr. Thomas belongs to 
Brotherhood of 
Cirele of Cedar Rapuds. 
treasurer of the Modern. Brotherhoad. 


one of its most liberal contributors. 


the Aladern 
“licl: Rayal 
He was formerly 


America the 


ROBERT G. BROCIs. 

As proprietor of the Grandview dairy 
Rebert G. Brock ts 
throughout Cedar Rapids and surrounding 


farm widely known 


country. A native of Orange county. Ver- 
mont. he was bern in the shadow of the 


Green Mountains. February 5. 1832, and 1s 
asonof William and Ann (\Wallace) Broek, 
where the father 
Arher 
death, the mother. in company with some of 


alsu natives af that county, 
spent lis entire hie as a farmer. his 
her children, came west and located in Rack 


Wisconsin, but her last cdiavs were 
daughter, Alrs. 


One sab= 


Thenmas Brock. 


COUNIEY, 
spent at the home of her 
Fammert, lines. 
ject 3 
was of English descent and one of the early 


mn Freeport, 
paternal grandfather, 


setters of Vermont. The maternal grand- 
father. Wallan \Watlace. 
wy. Scotland, and eame to the new word 


wits barn i Glas- 


ye 


when a young man. 


Robert G. Brack passed the first twelve 


vears of his life in his native county, and 
then went to Lowell. Alassachusetts, where 
he received a good education He then 


learned the machinists trade in the Amuos- 


vears, and at the enc of that time went to 
New York wiry, 


and in an «lhee for 


where le engaged in clerk- 
one year In 1856 he 
lige Wt il grocery sture for about two years, 
came to Jowa and after looking over the 
A yeat 
where he en- 
gaged in the reofing business one vear, aud 


country located at Cedar hapreds 
later he went to AleGregor. 
then returned to Cedar Kaprtds 
the beot. 


hecoming 
leather 
business at this place. where he conducted 


? 


mterested 1123 slioe and 


2 tannery unult 859 tHe was then ill for 
sole time, and on partially recovering, his 
health he went west in i860, crossing the 
plains with Judge to Pikes 
Peak. December 
of that var 

Having regamed Ins health Afr. 
returned visited his 
members wf the family 
He secured a 
farm near Janesville and there engaged in 


Greene s party 
where he remained until 
3roele 
home and soon after 
muther and other 
mn Kock county, Wisconsi. 
agricultural pursuits during the Civil war. 
In the spring of 1865 he went to Audrain 
county, Missouri, and was engaged in the 
drug business with a brother-in-law at Mex- 
At the end al 


that time he returned to lowa, and for three 


ico for about tour years. 


years fallawed farming in Marshall coun- 
ty. but was at length forced to leave the 
farm on accommet Of his wife's health. Dur- 
ng the construction of the Burlington, Ge 
dar Rapids & Nerthern Railroad: he had 
charge of their supply store tar two years, 
and on the expiration of that time returned 
te Cedar Rapids. where he engaged in. thre 
wood and coal business for thirteen years. 
ad also owned and operated a sawwoll, 
\r the same tine 
he ran a small steant boat on the Cedar 
river herween tts place and Vinton, fowa, 


Inanufacturing tuniber, 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





and uwnel a tug and several barges car- 
rving Treight and passengers, and duing a 
[ISSO he re- 
woved ty What is new known as the Grancl- 


large excursion business. In 


view dairy Jarm, amd has since successfully 
engaged in the mnlk business, keeping a 
large nuinber of cows and supplying about 
two hundred families with milk and cream. 

On the 15th of March, 1865. in New- 
bury, Vermont, Mr. Brock marr-ed Miss 
Frances If. Doe, who was born and reared 
In the same town where her hushand’s birth 
occurred. TIler parents were William and 
Phebe (Craig) Doe, natives of Vermont 
and Dennsvivama. respectively. Our = sub- 
ject and his wite have one son, William 
Wo. who assists his father in the dairy busi- 
ness, aid has run a nulk wagon for some 
years, making daily trips. 

Mr, Brock ease his first presidential bal- 
lut for John C. Fremont in 1856, and is a 
stalwart supporter of the Republican party 
and its prinerples, Religiously both he and 
his wite hokl membership in the Second 
Presbyterian church of Cedar Rapids, and 
are among the most honored and highly 
eatcemed ciuizens of their conmminity. In 
lusiiess circles he occupies an enviable po- 
sition, “Pharougliness and persistency have 
characterized his entire business career and 
have heen the means of bringing tu lun a 
well-einrited suecess 


PHTER A. HEATON 


| This well-known beet and slige <lealer 
sone of the leading business men and 
laremost eitizens of Central City. He is 
one of Linn cuunty’S native sons, born 


ehruary ). 1845. aud is a worthy FEL 
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sentative of ome of her honored pioneer 
fannl.es. His father. Alonzo Heatun, was 
born in St. Lawrence coutity. New York. 
m 1815. and on the paternal side was of 
English descent, and on the maternal of 
His how - 
ever, came to this country in the early part 
Our subject's 
fought — for 
American independence in the Revolution- 
ary war, and his grandtather was a soldier 


German extraction. aicestors, 
of the eighteenth century. 


paternal  great-grandiather 


of the Mexican war. 

In 1839 Alonzo Heaton caine to Lowa, 
and alter spending about a year in Du- 
buque, he came to Linn eounty, and took 
up one hundred and sixty acres of gov- 
ermment land in Maine township. At that 
time this region was all wild and = unun- 
proved: the Indians were far more numer- 
ous than the white settlers; and wolves, 
deer and all kinds of wild game was plen- 
tiful: while all trading was done in’ Du- 
Mr. Heaton was one of a family 
ai) sie 


bucue. 
of thirteen children, seven sons 
daughters, who were born in New York 
and fram there removed to Michigan and 
later cume to lowa. He was single on 
coming tu this state, and here married Mrs. 
Rebecca (Poet) Heaton. the widow af 
James Heaton, Itis older brother. There 
are no living children by the first mar- 
riage, but by the second umon two sous 


were bor. one of whom died in early 
childhood, the other being Peter .\., the 
subject of this sketeh. The father. wlto 


followed the occupation of farming through- 
out life. died in tS48. and his widow sub- 
sequently becaine the wife of an older 
brother, Samuel Heaton. who was bern in 
iSei, and died in raS& By this union 
were born five children. all living, namely: 
James, a resident ot Sarsas: YViliarm, «© 


710 





BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





farmer of Maine townslup. this county; 
Aun, wife of J. D. Matteson, who formerly 
5, but 


now makes lis hame in Central City, Iowa; 


lived in Nansas lor twenty-seven vear 


au B.. F. atid N. C, both tesidents of 
Kansas. They were al reared and edu- 
cated in this county. In 1875 the tather 


of these children removed to Nansas and 
took up a homestead, 
ol several 


beconung the owner 
acres of land im that 
state, where he spent the remamder of lis 
lite. His wife, who was born in 1823, 1s 
still living Politically the family 
are all identified with the Republican party, 
and have held local offices in the coumuni- 
tics where they reside. 

Peter 1 his education 
in the common schools of Linn county, but 
his opportunities along that line were lim- 
ited. Durmg the Civil war 
1862 in Company Wk. Sixth lowa Cavalry 
unger General Sully. Jes regiment was 
stationed on the western plains ta quell the 
Indian insurrecuions., and participated i 
the battle of Whitestone Hill and 
skirnushes. 


hundrect 


there. 


A. Heiton receive 


he enlistec] in 


Many 
At the close of the war Mr. 
Heatun was hunorably discharged in 1&65. 
and returned home to resume the 
quict pursuits of farm Jite. tle purchased 
al improved several farms in tits county. 

On the 31st of December, t865, Mv. 
Heaton was united in marriauge with Aliss 
Mary \. Sawver, who was boru near Med- 
Jord, Alassaehtusetts. Nuvember 17, 1846, a 
danehter of J. and Soplia (Gillam) 
Mather that state, 
and in (854 her father came west, lis death 
eccurring in this caunty when he was sev- 
eniy-seven 


More 


Abner 


Sawyer. Ter died im 


vertrs of age. He was ai ship 
and lived in 
of vears. 


Willtam Sawyer 


carpenter by trade, Chicago 


for ct nuaaber He had one son, 


. Who was a member af the 


chiklhoed. and Susie died January 23. 


Twentieth lowa Volunteer [rfdantry during 
the Rehellion, and died im the service, and 
one living at Central City, George, 
who was also a member of the Twentieth 


Towa, 


lowa Volunteer Infantry. Those of his 
family still living are .\linira, widow of 
James Sawyer, of Central City; Mary A;, 


wife of uur subyeet; -\nue. wite of C. H. 
Clark, of Central City; and George, the 
eldest of the famuly, who was alsa a soldier 
of the Civil war and 1s now a resident of 
Central City. were born to 
Mr. and Alrs. Heaton. but uwo died in early 


Six ehiledren 


1900, 
1ase |iv- 
ing are Curtis, Maud A. and Gengamin I, 
all ac hone. 


at the age ot thirty-one vears. T] 
The children were educated 
in the public schools of Central City, 

On leaving the farm in 1873, Mur. Hea- 
tun removed to Central City and embarked 
In general Fle has 


business enter- 


merchandising. silice 


been tterested in vetiets 
being connected with the hardware 
trade for 1900 he pur- 
which he 


prises, 
some tine. and 


chiisecd the boot andl shoe store. 


now conduets. He his dealt quite exten- 


sively in property for same time. and im 


all his lusiness ventures has been marked 
He owns a good honte in Cen 
tral Citv. besides his store, and stil has an 
interest in the hardware business at that 
place. ' 
Mr. Weaton and his family are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. of which 


he is ane of the trustees, and his. daughter 


by stuecess. 


who died tock a very aetive part mn chureh 
She was also a member of the East 
ern Star, and was worthy matron at the 
death. N14, Heaton 15 2 yeEnY 
her of the blue lodge of the Masonic order 

Central City, and of Marvin Mills Post, 
nit DEG: 2. Ry 


wat, 


tune of her 


of which he is "ow 
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commander, and has always taken an active 
‘aterest itt fraternal work. In politics he 
isa Republican, and has been a member of 
the school board for some time. He ts 
noted ior his reliability in all business 
transactions, ad his career has ever been 
such as to gain for him the conlidence ancl 
high regard of his fellow citizens and Iusi- 
ness aasuciates. 


$2 


CYRIL BH. CLARK 


For sixty vears this gentleman has mace 
his lume in Linn county, and most of this 
time has heen spent in Central City, where 
he Ints carried on business as a contractor 
and Iuilder with good success. A native 
of Jowa, he was bern in Dubuque, on the 
aadof April, i841, and the same year was 
brought to this county by bis parents, Sey- 
imour and Orpha (Heaten) Clark. His 
ancestry is of English arigin, and both 
grandiathers were soldiers of the war ot 
1812, erindiather was horn, reared 
unl educated in New York. and in 1839 


cune overland to lowa with his fanuly. 


The 


On taking up his residence in Linn county 
he pre-empted a tract of government laud 
south of where Central City now stands, 
the village being Arst known as Clark ford. 
By oecenpation he was a farmer, and he fol- 
lowed thar pursuit in Maine township until 
his death in r844. The father of our sub- 
ject left two sons, of whom our subject 1s 
the ulder. James L., born in March, 1843, 
spent his early life in this county, but 15 
now a resident of San Jose, Califorma. 
For her second husband the mother mat- 
ried Richard Barber. who came to Linn 
county about t848, and by this umuen she 
has six children, of whom twa died. in early 


a 
<_< <— — —< <r th 


childliood, while Susan became the wife of 
Albert Jaynes and removed to California, 
where she died leaving one son, Arthur, 
now a resident of Marion, Iowa. 
of the family still living are Alvah, a farm- 
er of Maine township; Osear R:. a merchant 
of Central Citv: and Alice, wife of A. L. 
Hatch, a farmer of Jackson township. The 
father of these children died in i87r. but 
the mother is still living, at the age of 


‘Those 


eighty-two years, and has made her home 
in the northern part of this county longer 
than any other of its residents. 

Cyril H. Clark began Inis education in 
a log school house at Central City, but ls 
school privileges were meager, and he 1S 
practically self-educated by the reading of 
good literature. He under the 
parental roof until he attained his majority, 
and then joined the Union army, the coun- 
[fe enlist- 


remained 


try being engaged in civil war. 
ed in July, 1862. as a private in Company 
H. Twentieth [owa Volunteer Infantry, and 
remained with his regiment wutil the fol- 
lowing spring, being confined in a hospital 


at Springfield, Missouri, with measles. He 


then returned home and, renting land, was 
engaged in farming for a time. and later 
conducted a general store at Central City, 
but during the greater part of his Iausiess 
career he has carried on Operations as a 
contractor and builder, having learned the 
carpenter's trade, and his work has been 
confined to the community in and around 
Central City. Here he owns a beautilul 
place of fifteen acres, has 
erected a good residence and other huildings. 

In 1867 Mr. Clark married Miss Fran- 
celia Crane, who was horn in Oswego, 
New York, in 1844, and died in October, 
1868, leaving one child, Ella. F.. who was 
1868, and is now the wife 


1 which he 


born July 3 
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of O. J. Hall. of Central City. He was 
agai married in 1871. his second union 
hemg with Miss Anna M. Sawyer. who 
Was born in Medford, Massachusetts. Jan- 
wary Ft. 1851. and was then living in Cen- 
tral City with her sister. Unto them was 
horn a san, Burleigh, whose birth occurred 
April 2, 1874. He is new station agent on 
the Mlinois Central Railroad at Masonville. 
Iowa. is married and has one daughter, 
Mildred. 


were educated in the public schools of Cen- 


Beth of our suhjeet’s children 


tral City. and are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

achive 
part in polities, though he votes with the 
Republican party and has always worked for 
its interests. 


Mr. Clark has never taken an 


Lopon the incorporation of the 
township he was elected to the couneil, anid 
has since heen a member of that body with 
the exception of two years. Fraternally he 
is a member of the blue lodge of \lasunrv. 
of which he was junior warden for some 
time: and of Marvin Mills Post, No, 212, 
G. A. R., of which he has been quartermas- 
ter for several years. while religicusly he 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. of which he is one of the trustees 
and im which he has always held some 
office, 
that church, and they have the respect and 
esteein af a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances, who appreciate their sterling 


His wife also halds membership in 


worth gnd many excellencies of character. 





JOSEPH VF. VONDRACEK, 


Behenta has furnished to Cedar Rap- 
ids many of its best and mast enterprising 
hasiness men, who lave met with remurka- 
ble success during their residence here. anid 
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have rise from a humble position to one 
of alllnence through their own unaided ef- 
forts. ‘To this class belongs Joseph F. Von- 
dracek, a well-known wholesale and. retail 
He was barn in Bo- 
henua. July & 1850, and is a son of Frank 
Vondracek, who spent his entire life 'n that 


grocer ot this city. 


country as a tarmer and contractor, and 
hed when our subjeet was only three vears 
ole. 
Of whom Joseph F. is the youngest, and 


In the Jamily were fourteen children, 


he aud his hrother Anton are now the only 
representatives of the fanuly living m Ce- 
dar Rapids, the latter being engaged in the 
ii] business. 

Joseph FL Vandracek was etlucated in 
the land oi his birth, and in early life 
learned the trade of carriage painting. whieh 
he continued to follow while living in Bo- 
henna. Jin 1870 he emigrated to America, 
Ar that 


tune his brother John, now deceased. was 


and came direct to Cedar Rapids. 


engaged i tarming i Johnsun county, 
Towa, When our subject arrived in Cedar 
Rapids he was unable tu speak a ward of 
English. He first worked for Lawrence 
stark. a collar manufacturer, for a year 
and a half, and then went to Chicago, where 
he was agin engaged in carriage painting 
On the expiration of that 
tune he returned ta Cedar Rapids and es- 


for Tour years. 


tablished a carriage patting shop at this 
place, but after conducting it for six months 
he embarked im the grocery business with 
a capital of only three hundred dollars. As 
his trade grew he enlarged his stock from 
time to time, and now has a large double 
store well stockech with staple and fancy 
STOCRTICS. 

Qn the 28th of July. 1875, Mr. Vor- 
dracek was married in Chicagn to Miss 
lrances Hedlicka, of that citw, and to them 
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were born eight ehildren. sever of whom 


are still living, namely: 
Bertha. Henry. Henrietta and Lumuir. 


Marv. Julia. Olga, 
Olga 
ig NOW classical course at the 
University of Chicage. Mr. Vond 
a member of several civic societies, includ- 
lependent Order of Oad Fellows, 
He is presi- 


pursuing a 
racek 1s 


ing the Inde 
of which he is now vice grand. 
dent of the Bohemian Reading Society; 
president of the Bohemian Mutual Fite In- 
surance Company, and of the Home Forum. 
His political support is always given the 
Demneratie party. and for two terms he effi- 
ciently served as alderman of the Seventh 
of the streets, 
parks and several other 


ward, and was a member 


alleys, committees. 
He des not care for office, but prefers to 
give his entire time and attention to 
For 


he deserves great credit. 


jus 
business interests. his success 1 life 

for it 1s due en- 
lirely to his own industry, perseveratce and 
good managenntent. 


GEORGE C. SKINNER, 





ML. D, 


This well-known and progressive phiysi- 
clan of Cedar the 
firm of G. R, was born 
In Pola, 1859, and 
member of 
whose sketch appears on another page of 
this volume. Our subject was only two 
vears old when the tanniy 
dar Rapids, 


Rapids, a member of 
& G C Skimmer, 
Wlineis, November 11, 


is a son of the senior the firm. 


removed ty» Ce- 
and in its pitblic schools be 
Later he took 
a classical course at Coe College, and spent 
One vear at the college in) Grinnell 


He atiended his first course of medical lec- 


acquired his early education. 
Towa. 


tures at the medical department of the Lni- 


versity @f Michigan. in’ Ann Arhor, and 








then entered Rush Medical College. Chica- 
go, from which he was graduated ley 23. 
1894. with the degree of M. D. 
diately aiter his graduation he returned to 


JTninie- 


Cedar Rapids and entered mito partnership 
He has since 
entire time and attention to his profession, 


with his father. devoted Ins 
and has been eminently successful in beth 
the practice of medicine and surgery. 

On the 3d of February 1894. Dr. Skin- 
ner married Miss Helen Bowen, a resident 
of Broadhead, Wiscousin. Her mother died 
at the time of her birth, and her farther died 
in Los Angeles. California, when she was 
a mere cluld. 
phen B. and Geerge IT. 

Featernally the Doctor is a member at 
the Loyal Legion of Iowa: Mt. Hermart 
Lodge, No, 263. F. & A. M.: and Cedar 
Rapids Lodge. No. 98, K. P., of whieh he 
He is also a member of 


They have two children, Ste- 


is past chancellor. 
the Knights of Khorassan, and was one ot 
the organizers of that lodge in Cedar Rap- 
‘ds. while in connection with his profession 
he belongs to the State Medical Society and 
the Union Medical Society. He is a pro- 
gressive physician. who keeps well informed 
on the latest discoveries and theories by lis 
perusal of medical journals. and his skill 
and ability are attested by the liberal pat- 
ronage he receives. 


ne een 


ERNEST J. FLUCKIGER. 


The subject of this review 1s the povyparlelr 
proprietor of the Fulton Meat Market, 
whielt ig one of the largest and best in Ce- 
dar Rapids. He is a native of Switzerland, 
horn March 24, 1859. and is a son of John 
and Mary (Maurer) Fluckiger, who spent 
where hth 


their entire lives in that country, 
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died at about the age of lifty-eight vears. 
In their family were eleven children. all of 
whom are stil! living and five of the num- 
her continue to make their home in Switz- 
erland, Those who came to the United 
staies are Frederick. a farmer of the state 
of Washington; Ernest [., 
Jehn.alsoa farmer of Washington; Charles: 
Rudolph. proprietor of a meat market. in 
Cleveland, Ohie: and Anna, also a resident 
ot that city, 

Ernest J. Fluckiger was educated in the 
public schools of his native land. and at 
the age of sixteen went to Paris. France. 


Ou sulajeet ; 


where he spent two years working at the 
butcher business. At the end of that time 
he came to America, and first located at 
Long Branch, New Jersey, where he re- 
niuined for one vear, and then went to 
Cleveland, Olig. fallawing his trade at both 
He was the first of his family to 
After 
packing house at Cleveland for two years 


places, 
enigrate to America. working ina 
he opened a small market of his own and 
carried on business quite successfully there 
until coming to Cedar Rapids in 1&g1, when 
he salt out to his brother, who still con- 
ducts the business. 

During his residence in Cleveland Mr. 
1882 ta Miss 
Lena Snyder. who was also born in Switz- 


huckiger was married in 


erliand, ir 1863. but was living in Cleve- 
laiwl at the time of their marriage. They 
three children, namely: Hulda, Ida 
and Henry, all of whom are attending the 
Cedar Rapids publie schools. 

On coming to Cedar Rapids, in 1&gr. 
Mr. Iuckiger was employed to take charge 
sinclair 
picking house, and was connected with the 


have 


of the beet department at the 
sume for three years, having fifteen men 


werking under him. At the end of that 
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tune he purchased lis present market of 
George IN. Wenig. who had the oldest es- 
tabhshed business of the kind in the cily. 
since Ar. Fluckiger took possession his 
irade has increased so rapidly that it hag 
trebled in volume and cemes from the best 
He is also en- 
gaged in buying and shipping cattle for 


class of people in the city, 


market purposes. and furnishes employment 


by six men besides a bookkeeper. As a 
progressive and = enterprising man Mr, 


Iluckiger has not confined his attention to 
gue line of business. but has become inter- 
ested im other undertakings, and is now a 
steckholder in the Tyeoun Mining Company 
of the Black Wills, and alse of the Audi- 
torium Company and the Cedar Rapids Car- 
nival Company. He purelised a lot on the 
west side with three houses upon it, two 
of which he now rents, while the other he 
occupies as a residence. In all his business 
ventures he has been remarkably success ful. 
and the prosperity that has come to him 
is certainly well deserved, for he began life 
in the new world with no capital save that 
acquired by lis own industry. He is char- 
Hable and benevolent, and contributes hb- 
erally to all enterprises which he believes 
will prove of pnblie benetit. Fraternally he 
Is a member of the blue lodge of Masonry; 
Star of the West Lodge, No. 1, K. P.; 
and the Uniformed Rank of Knights of 
Pythias, ancl filled all the chairs of the lat- 
ter order in Cleveland, Olio. 


J. M. ROGERS. 


J. M. Rogers, a prominent and intlu- 
ential citizen of Fairfax township, has been 
a resident of Linn county far many vears, 
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and las been actively identified with its 
agricultural and political mterests. He was 
horn in’ Vutnam tawnship, Linn county, 
lowa. December 14, 1849, a son of Wailham 
and Elizabeth (McKinnon) Rogers. The 
father, born in Zanesville, Olio. in 1830, 
came west when a very voung man and 
settical in Rogers Grove, now known as 
At tlre 
time oi lits moving westward he was prac- 


Putnam townslip, Linn county. 


tically penniless, but upon the death of his 
iather receiveel forty acres of timber land. 
This he cleared and by building a saw- 
mill upon the lance and rattiyg the lumber 
down the river to Aluscatine, Towa, near 
which place the property was loeated. he 
was enabled te dispose af all the timber. 
He then proceeded to cultivate the land. 
and built for himself. being a carpenter by 
Later on 
he erected a barn, which at that time was 
the largest in the county. Here upon the 
second floor he threshed his gram by walk- 


trade. a small Erame residence. 


ing his horses ever it. the wheat, dropping 
through to the first floor where it was clean- 
ed. Little by little he acquired land until he 
becaine the owner of 
upon which, after some vears. he erected a 


two hundred acres, 


very hne dwelling, fer which Jie himself 
made the brick. 

J. M. Rowers received His early edu- 
cation in the district schools of Putnam 
township. and later attended public 
schools at Cedar Rapids. 
Schou! he rented a farm of eighty acres 
from Art Skiles. 


the 
Upon leaving 


Jlere he remained for two 
years ind then took up threshing and corn 
shelling as a means of livelihood, at which 
he was the 
mouths, while the winter months he spent 
Wy hauling woed to Cedar Rapids. 


June 23, (853 Afr. 


emploved = during suniner 


Rogers married 


a7 


Miss Margaret Russell, a daughter of 
Willian’ and Margaret (Buchon) Russell, 
natives of Scotland. 
native land the Russell family took up their 


Atter leaving their 


resilence in Canada and from there moved 
to Linn county, where the parents spent 
the remainder of their lives. They had 
eight children: Waiham (1). the oldest, 
died on shipboard on the wav to Canada; 
William (2); Margaret; Anna; Jennie; An- 
drew, fessie and Mary are still living. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Rogers have been 
born ten elildren, of whom Wilham anel 
Gertie died in infaney, while the others, 
still living, are as follows: .\nnie. Maggie, 
Tessie. Elsie, Norma, Orville. Mabel aud 
Wallace. 

Alter his marriage Mr. Rogers moved 
to Benton county, rented a farm and re- 
mained there two years. He then went to 
Cedar Rapids, where he was engaged as 
a tecuster, but after a short time moved 
to the old homestead, which he had bought 
aud where he lived for twelve vears. He 
then sold the place and bought the prop- 
erty where he now resides. then known as 
the “Old Ure Farm.” and which was at 
that time entirely unttnproved. The farm 
contains two limdred and forty acres and 
under the care of Mr. Rogers has become 
one of the finest pieces of farming land 
in the county. During the past few years 
Mr. Rogers has devoted considerable time 
to the raising of stock, at which he has 
heen yery successful and he also devoted 
a portion of his time to the Prair:e Valley 
Fair ground, of which he is a director. 

In politics Mr. Rogers is a stanch Demo- 
crat. and his fellow citizens, recugnizing Ins 
worth and ability, have often called him 
to ollice. For ten years he filled the office 
of township trustee and for twelve years 
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that of school directer and has been read 
supervisor since lus residence in this dis- 
trict. He is one of the best known men 
in the community, and is held in the high- 
est esteem by his fellow citizens. He is a 
member of Ladge No. 364, A. EF. & A. NL, 
at Fairtax, in which he is holding the effice 
ol senior steward, 


IGEN 3. CUTLER. 


The subject of this review is one who 
has been identified with the mterests of Linn 
coullly since early proneer days, and has 
contributed to its progress and prosperity 
ino small degree. Atter a long and busy 
career, in which he prospered finane ally, 
he is now living a retired life in Central 
City. Te was bern in Glover, Orleans 
county. Vermont, November 15, 1813, and 
was the fourth in order of birth in a family 
of six children, three sons and three daugh- 
ters. He was the only one of the family 
to come west, and is now the only survivar, 
the others having all died withing four miles 
of them birthplace. His father. Nathan 
Cutler, was a native of England. and on 
his emtgration to America settled in Ver- 
inont, where in the midst of the timber he 
cleared and inproved a farm. Fle also built 
asaw and grist mull, which he operated in 
connection with Ins farm. He diel when 
our subject was quite voung. His wife was 
In her miuidenhood Miss Martha Blanehared 
and was of Scotch descent, 

The early schools of Vermont atforded 
Jehn B. Cutler his edueational privileges. 
On leaving home at the age of sixteen he 
went to Barton, Vermont. where he hitd 
charge ot stage horses, and was quite young 
wher put upon the road as a driver. After 








the ratlread was built im thar locality he 
went frem Concord to Beston, where he 
spent five years, and then went to New Or- 
leans. heping to go to northern Alabama 
to drive a stage. bur instead came to Lowa, 
locating in Linn county, in 1844. Here he 
first worked as a farm hand during the 
summer, while the winter was passed at 
Mabile. 

Mr. Cutler's first purchase of land con- 
sisted of one hundred and sixty acres, which 
he at once commenced to improve. and as 
le met with success in Ins tanning ‘opera- 
tions he kept adding to his property until 
he owned about four hundred acres, which 
he placed under a lugh state of cultivation, 
making it one of the most desirable farms 
in the locality. He always made a specialty 
of stock raising, and had some of the best 
horses in the county. He has practically 
lived retired since 1875, leaving lis son te 
conduct the farm, but he continued to re 
side thereon until 18g. when he removed 
to Central City and has purchased a pleas- 
ant home at that place. From time to time 
he has disposed of portions of Ius farm, 
though his wife still has forty acres in Jack- 
son township, which is toa be the property 
of her daughters when she is through 
With ab 

In May, 1856, Mr. Cutler married Miss 
Ann Crookshank, who was bern in Nova 
Seotia ia December, 1826. She went £0 
3oston in 1847. and in 1852 came to Jowa. 
By this union were born four children, as 
follows: (1) Mary, a schagl teacher of 
Clarion, Iowa. married A. W. Eldrilge, 
now deceased, and to them were bom two 
sens, Blanchard and Ivan. (2) Sophia 
dred at the age of seventeen yeirs. (3) 
Eva is the wife of Noah Gramling. who 
lives.an the old homestead in Jackson tow 
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ship, and they have two children, Mason 
and Mabel. (4) Jolua C., who was born 
and reared in Jackson township, followed 
farming until r8gr. when he removed to 
Central City and for a time was engaged 
in business as a harness dealer and a manu- 


facturer of woven wire fencing, but has 


since sald aut. Ln 1898 he was elected city 
marshal and has since filled that position 
Ina most creditable and acceptable man- 
ner. He married Emma Bishop, and they 
have hve children, Clifford, Jennie. Harry, 
Ralph and edna. Mr. Cutler gave Ins chil- 
dren giad educational advantages. All at- 
tended the common schools of the caunty, 
and the cdanghters, Mary aud Eva, were 
eraduated at the college in Grandview, lowa, 
while the son was a student in the lowa 
Normal School at Columbus Junction, but 
did not complete the course. He 1s a char- 
ter member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge 
at Ceutral City, and has passed through all 
the chairs. 

When Mr. Cutler came to Lowa this 
county was but sparsely settled, and he en- 
countered many vterssitudes in lus eltorts 
ta secure for himself and family a good 
home aud comfortable competence, but suc- 
cess at length attended his effarts and he 


became one of the prosperous and substan= 


hal men of his community. He has always 
been a Jacksonian Demoerat in political sen- 
linent, and in religious belief is a Congre- 
gauionalist, taking an active part in church 
Work ag much as possible. 


FE. D, CLEVELAND. 


I. DD. Cleveland. an lronored veteran of 
the Ciel] aeee saul mow one of Jowa's most 
esteemed ciuzens, was born in Trey, Brad- 


fe 





ford county, Pennsylvania, July ri. 1824, 
Haden, Massachusetts, was the birthplace 
of Daniel Cleveland, the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch. His mother, Clarissa 
(Elv) Cleveland, was a native of West 
Springfield, Massachusetts. To this couple 
were born the following children: Quartus 
E.. a very successful agriculturist of Penn- 
svivama, who at an early age was umted 
i marriage with [esther Benedict: Jerusha 
B.. who, having married a farmer named 
John Hally. heeame a resident of the state 
of New York for some time. after which 
they moved to Lawton, Van Buren county, 
Michigan, and passed the remainder of their 
lives there: Damel J., a bright and enter- 
prising voung man, married Sophia Cov_lle, 
engaged in farming in Pennsylvania; Clar- 
issa Ann became the wite of Alexander 
Dickenson, a man of the highest’ reputa- 
tion. and with him toek up her residence 
in Springheld. Pennsylvania, but moved 
shortly afterward to Wisconsin, where he 
died: Sophronia M. remained in Penneyl- 
vania and became the wife of Nathan Bai- 
ley. These children have all passed away, 
the only one now living being the subject 
of this sketch. 

His father being a successful farmer, 
E. D. Cleveland received his early educa- 
tion by atteixling school during the winter 
months, while the months of spring and 
summer were passed On the farm assisting 
his father. At the age of twenty-one. lus 
father having died, he took charge of the 
farm and managed it very suceessfully for 
some years. 

On December 31, 1849. he was married 
to Aninda E. Kirkendall. daughter of John 
L. and Catherine Kirkendall, who were the 
narents of the following eight children: 
George Washington; Susan A.; Amanda 
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IEmmaline, the wife of our subject; Hannah 
Adeline; James Madison; Julia lina; Eliza 
Jane; and John W. Ars. Cleveland is of 
guod old Revolutionary stock. Her great- 
grandfather, Emanuel Hoover, served in the 
Revolutionary war, her grandfather at that 
time being about sixteen vears of age. 
At the age of twenty-six vears Mfr. 
Cleveland married, and is now the father 
Flogetice LL. 
ried F. W. Wilutney, whose sketch appears 
on another page of this volume; Myrtie 
May, now Mrs. Beebe, having married Os- 
car Beebe, a tarmer living in Fairtax town- 


of three children: whe mzr- 


ship. Linn county, with her husband and 
only child, Olive Blanch; and Loretra, the 
youngest of the three, is deceased. 
Shortly after his marriage Aly. Cleve- 
land enlisted in the army at Troy. Penn- 
svlvaia, joining Company B. Two Htin- 
dred and Tenth Pennsylvania Voluvteer [n- 
fantry. under the conmmand of Celonel W1.1- 
wun Sergent, who was afterward killed in 
battle. Afr. Cleveland was in front of Pitts- 
hurg during most of the winter after en- 
listing. and from there went to .\ppomat- 
He bravely fought in the battles of 
Run and Five Forks. and 
member of the Fitth Corps at the time Lee's 
ary surrendered to i. 


ton. 
Gravel Was il 
Alter remaming 
three davs at the place of surremler, they 
then marched all the way to Washington, 
thence to .\rlington Teights. where Mr. 
Cleveland received an honorable discharge, 
heing afterward patd off at Harrisburg. at 
the close of the war. 

Having decidect to move west, Mi. 
Cleveland took up his 
county. Jowa, im 1873. and having almost 


residence i Linn 


all his fife been a member ot the Methodist 
Ipiscopal chureh and one at its most ligh- 
respected brethren, lie has become the leader 


ef the Sundav-scheal. witch be attends 
with his wite and daughter. 

James K. Polk received the first vote 
cast by Mr. Cleveland, and with but one 
exception during his entire lite has he voted 
for other than the Republican party in na- 
tional polities; that exception was the vote 
east by Mr. Cleveland while in the army, 
ainl was tor George B. McClellan. How- 
ever, Strong as are his principles with re- 
gard to national affairs, he casts his vote 
in township and county affairs tor the man 
whe in his opinion will best All the office. 





BLEL EVANS 


Since Ocrober. 1852, Buel Evans has 


lee a resident of Linn county, lowa, and 


is te-day one of the most energetic and 
cuterprising menu of Central City. He was 
horn on a farm in Jefferson county, Indi- 
ana, June 25, 1845. his parents being Tur- 
ner and Nancy (Fleming) Evans, natives 
wl Kentucky and Indiana. respectively. The 
vans family came originally from Wales. 
Throughout the greater part of his life the 
father of our subject followed the aceupa- 
lion of farming, but during the latter years 
af his life conducted a gencral store at 
Paris, lowa. As a pioneer he came to Linn 
county, Towa. in October, 1852, and settled 
in Jackson township, where he pre-empted 
a tract of government land and converted 
it into a good farm of one hundred and 
When he located here there 
the township, 
though his wife's people had moved here 
about four vears previcusly. There were 
no fences dividing the ditferent farms. and 
ene could ride over the wild prairies for 


SINtY acres. 


were but few famcles in 
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miles in any direction without mecling 


with any obstructions. “Turner Evans was 


a Republican in politics, and held several 


Jocul offices. but never logk a very active 
part in political alfairs. He died in I88T, 
and his wife, who wis a faithful meniber 


Christian ehureh, passed away in 


Loni this wor- 


gi tlie 
Jackson tawnslup mM 1805. 
thy couple were born ten children, of whom 
the others be- 
ing luel, the subject of this sketch ; Mary, 


one died in early ehidhanc, 


wile af Shedrick Rundel, of Walker; James, 
a resident of Wright county, Iowa; -\dam, 
who lives on the old homestead in Jackson 
Linn 
bine. usu residents of Wright county; Ali- 
WEY Ave 


LoWwislips, county; Harriet and Sa- 
who is living in Jackson township, 
on one of the oldest farms in that part of 
the county, it heing owned by Harvey Pow- 
ell: Julia, wife of James Patton, of Wright 
county; and Fleming, who also makes his 
home in that county. The elildren were 
principally educated in the conmton schools 
af Paris, Jackson township, and in later 
vears sume attended different colleges, pay- 
ing their own way. The parents came to 
this county with practically no capital, but 
acihe time af their deaths were fairly well- 
tole, and were universally respected. 
Buel Evans was seven vears of age on 
the removal of the family to Towa, and he 
grew to howe farm im 


Watthhood on the 


Jackson township. this county, his educa- 
ion being acquired in the country schools 
Ut the neigh About the tune he 
attained his majority he went to work as 
lical agent for the Farmers Insurance Com- 


pany ot Cedar Rapids. 


hice], 


anil fas deen eet- 


nected with them almost continuously since 


1870. He followed schoo! teaching in Jack- 
son tawnship for about filteen and 
m the tewn of Paris for seven years. 


vears, 
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In 1878 Mr. Evans removed to Ana- 
mosa und embarked in the grocery business, 
which he successfully carried on for seven 
years aS a member of the hrm of Brasted 
& Evans on disposing of his business 
there in 1883, he removed to Central City 
and established a grocery store at that place. 
later adding agricultural implements to lus 
stock. Here business was conducted under 
the frm name of Evans & Wratislaw tor 
two years, when the partnership was (is- 
solved and the business divided, Mr. \Wrat- 
islaw taking the implement department and 
eur subject the stock of groceries. Al- 
though he started in busines: in a sinall 
way, Mr. Evans has met with good success 
en jovs which 


and now an excellent trade, 


is constantly increasing. Besides his busi- 
ness property he owns a good residence 11. 
the city. 

While a resident of -\namosa Aly. evans 
was married in 1882 to Miss Angie L. Gale. 
a native of Vermont, who came to Jowa with 
her parents and settled in Manchester, whiere 
her father was engaged in the real estate 
She is a graduate of the .\na- 
Mrs. Evans 
have six Lawrence f., 
born in (883; Frank J., in 1885: Harry, 
in 1887: Nellie, in 188g; Linn Line tm SGOT: 
and Ruth M.. in 1899. They have attend- 
ed the public schools Central City on 
reaching a sufficient age, and the oldest son 


Iusiness. 
mosa high sehvol. Mr. and 


cluldren, namely : 


is now associated in business with his father. 

Ars. the 
Congregatinnalist chureh, au contributes 
liberally to its support. In 1870 Mfur,. ewanis 
was made a Mason at Coit City. and 1s 
now the oldest member af Level luxlge, at 


Evans holds membership in 


whieh he has heen secretary for ten years. 
Ana- 


He 


He took the commandery degrees at 


mosa. In politics he is a Repubhean. 
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Was the first city recorder elected in Central 
City. and filled that office for four years. 
He has also served as treasurer of the inde- 
pendent school district of Central City for 
twelve years, and as a citizen is always 
willing to chscharge any duty which ¢e- 
volves upon him. He is rather a conserva- 
tive man, but is genial and pleasant in dis- 
position, and has the happy faculty of 
making friends easily, aud as easly retaitt- 
lug trem. 


CHARLES McENIRY. 


Charles MeEniry, who is now so eapa- 
hiv and satisfactorily serving as general 
road master of the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids & Northern Railroad, with headquarters 
at Cedar Rapids. was born in County Cork, 
Jreland. Alay 10, 1859. his parents being 
Matthew and Ellen (Flynn) MeEniry, also 
the former 
latter in 


natives of Emerald Isle. the 


born ain Counry Limerick, the 
County Cork. 


a farmer and horse buver. During the bov- 


By occupation the father was 


haul of our subject he emigrated to the 
United States with his family and. settled 
in Rock Island county, Hlinois, where he 
Was connected with the old Western Uiien 
He then 
laid the track for the Roekford, Rock Islane 


Rathroad for ahout two vears, 


& St. Louis Ratlroad, for which corpora- 
ton he worked until Mareh, 1872. when he 
removed to Marning Sun, lowa, and became 
ilentined with the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ils & Northern Railroad as seetion fore- 
man, Serving as such until his retirement 
from railroad work in t880. Since then 
he has engaged in farming in Monroe coun- 
ty. Jowa. and is mow a hale and hearty old 


man al etghty-three vears. His wife. who 
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was a cousin of Archbishop Hennessy, of 
Dubuque, lately deceased. died in 1882, at 
They had 
a family of six elitldren, namely: Michael, 


the age of sixty-seven vers. 


who has been agent far the Burlington, 
Cedar & Northern Railroad at 
Greene, Iowa, since 1871; Mary and Mar- 
garet, both deceased: Charles. our subject; 
William, an extensive farmer stock 
raiser Of Monroe county, fowa: and Ellen, 
wife ol Richard Hanuam, a farmer of the 


Rapids 
and 


same county , 

The Mekniry family was the first to 
settle in Roek Island county. Iinois, a pa- 
ternal uncle ef our subjeet having gone to 
that region with Colonel Davenport at a 
very early day. Soon after lncating there 
our subjeets paternal grandmother died, 
and as there was no cemetery in Rock Isl- 
and. her remains were earried across the 
river and buried in the Catholic graveyard 
at Davenport, being the third to be interred 
there. On coming to the new world other 
members of the family stopped frst at Syra- 
cuse, New York, and later went ta Rock 
Island. Our subject's father did not ae- 
company them on their emigration to .\mer- 
ica. Fut remained in Treland to eare for his 
father until the latter's death, he being ai- 
Hieted with rheumatism. On coming west 
tre fannly made the journey by boat down 
the Oluoe and up the Mississippi to the 
present site of Rock Island. and «during 
their early residence there were forced to 
endure all the hardships and privations in- 
cident to pioneer life. 

Charles Mecfniry is indebted to the 
schogls of Roek Island and Morning Sun 
for his early educational privileges. At the 
age Of fourteen years he became connected 
with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Kailroad as water boy fer an extra 
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gang on a gravel train. and later worked 
ag a section hand. He was gradually pro- 
moted, serving as foreman of an extra garg. 
and later as section foreman. He was con- 
necied with the laying of the new track 
between Enimmettsburg. Lowa, and Worth- 
ington, Minnesota, 1 i882, and after its 
completion went to Estherville, Iowa, in the 
winter of 1882-3. and sérved as section 
foreman until the spring of 1884, when he 
becume read master of the lines between 
Spirit Lake, Jowa, and Worthington anid 
Pipestone, Minnesota, occupying that posi- 
tion and making his home in Sibley, Lowa, 
til 1892. He then removed to Cedar 
Rapids, heing transferred as road master 
to the main line between Burlington and 
Vinton. Jowa. On the rst of January, 1901, 
he was promoted to the position of general 


road master of the entire system of the 


Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
Railroul. having about thirteen lrundred 
niles uf road under his supervision, with 
elevert road masters and two hundred sec- 
tion feremen. The arduous and responsi- 
ble duties of this pcsition he is now most 
faithfully performing, 
aud he has the entire corlidence and respect 


aid satisfactorily 


of the afficials of the road, as well as those 
working under him. 

On the 6th of September. 1880, Ar. 
MeEniry married Miss Lizzie Knowles. a 
native of Monroe county, Jowa, and a 
daughter of Patrick Knowles, who was one 
of the pioneer settlers of Dubuque, Lowa. 
and later took up a homestead near where 
Ottumwa now stands. that being the birth- 
place of Mrs. MeEniry. She is the ninth 
inorder o€ birth in a family of eleven chil- 
dren. Unto our subject and his wite were 
horn seven children, namely: Matthew. a 
clerk in his father’s office: William: Tclen. 
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deceased; Charles: Mary: Lizzie and Luey. 


twins. With exception of the oldest. all 
are still attending school in Cedar Rapids. 
In religious faith the parents are Catholics, 
and are members of the Immaculate Con- 
ception church. Mr, MecEmiry gives his po- 
litical support to the Democratic party. and 
was serving his fourth year as a member of 
the city council at Sibley, Jowa, on hs re- 
moval to Cedar Rapids. He 1s progressive 
and public spirited. and takes quite an act- 
ive interest in public affairs calculated to 
advance the general interests of society. 
He is vice-president of the Road Masters 
Association of America, and has been prom- 
inently connected with the organization 
since I887, serving as a member of several 
important committees. 


—— : oo — 


HENRY G. PORTEA. 


Henry G. Porter, one of the prominent 
Susiness men of Central City and a reeog- 
nized leader in political circles, was born 
ou the 28th of February, 1844, in York- 
shire, England, but the following July was 
brought to this country by lis parents. John 
and Frances (Ascough) Porter, who were 
also natives of England, and were educated 
in its common schools. There the father 
was employed as overseer of a large estate. 
On coming to America he first located in 
Rochester, New York, and in 1855 removed 
to Jackson county, Iowa. He was next en- 
caged in the manutacture of lick near 
Cunton, Iowa, for the same leneeh of time. 
In 1860 he resumed agricultural pursuits. 
purchasing the farm ef one hundrecd 
acres in Union township, Delaware coun- 
ty, which is_ still in passession of the 
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fanuly. Throughout the remainder of his 
lite he followed farming, and died upon that 
place im 1879, at the age of sixty-three 
years. Politically he was a Republican, and 
religiously both he and his wife held mem- 
bership m1 the Methodist Episeapal church. 
She was born in 181g and is still living, her 
Of the nine 
children born to them three died in infaney. 
The others are Henry G.. 
Thomas, a 
Delaware county; William, a retired farmer 
of Hopkinton; Mary J.. wife of T. G. 
Wetherbee, a druggist of Dallas county, 
Missourt; John F.. a farmer of Albten, Ne- 
braska; aiul lededy, who livés on # fara 
adjoming the old homestead in Delaware 
county. “Phe children were all educated in 
the publ schools of that county. 

After attending the comman sechocls far 


home being in’ lopkinton. 


ol this review ; 


resident of Union township, 


some years Henry G. Porter entered Ep- 
worth Seniary, where he pursued the nor- 
inal course. t]e was only eighteen years 
ot age when he joined the beys in blue 
during the war of the Rebellion, enlisting 
in 1863 in Company NK, Twenty-first lowa 
He took part in the 
battles of Spamsh Port, Fort Blakesly and 
of Mobile, ard was never off 
At the elose 
vt the war he was lromorably discharged at 
]louston, Texas, September 135, 1865. Re- 
turning to bis old home in Delaware coun- 


Volunteer Tnfantry, 


the capture 
duty duriny ins entire service. 


tv. lewa, he completed dis education at 
Lennox College, and then engaged in teach- 
Ing in the district schools of that county 
ler Feu vers, 

Jn 3866 Myr. Porter was united in mar- 
rave with Altss Hlamtyzlh Olmsted. a native 
of Cattaraugus county, New York. and a 
danghter of Rev. FE. 1D. Olmsted, who was 
a auster of the United Brethren ehurch. 
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By this umon were born three children: 
Kethe M., now the wife of Harry L. Reed, 
a farmer of Jackson township; Bertha E,, 
wite of L. J. Reed, a farmer of Maine 
township, Linn county; and Trancena F., 
who is engaged in the millinery business in 
Central City and lives with her parents. 
Mr, Porter continued 10 engage in teach- 
ing school until] 1870, when he purchased a 
arin of one hundred and sixty acres in Milo 
townsiup, Delaware county, to the improve- 
mente and cultivation of which he devoted 
He then took the 
goverment conivact to carry the mail from 


his energies until 1877. 


Manehester to Marion, a distance of forty- 
Seven nies, and covereel the route himself 
every day tor twe vears, though he had an 
There was 
IWwO  CILtes. 
After residing in Manchester for twa vears, 
Mr. Porter removed te Central City in 1879. 
Here he learned the tinner’s trade wih G. 
L. Sawyer, and in February, 1881. formed 


assistant a part of “the time. 


then mo riulroad between the 


i partnership with that yventlerhan in. the 
hardware Iusiness under the firm name of 
Porter & Sawyer. Thev with a 
sinall stock valued at one thousand dollars, 


heoun 


and carried on business together with good 
snecess until iSg5. when our subject traded 
his miterest in the store fora farm of eighty- 
five acres in AMfaine township, adjoming the 
Village, on which he erected a meadern brick 
residence. Tle was sueceeded in business 
by the Ari of lleaton & Stark, and he was 
In their employ until the first of February, 
igor. when he purchased an interest im the 
store, which has sinee been condueted under 
the frm style of Porter, Mattison & Com- 
Vhey carry a full line of shelf and 
heavy hardware, pumps and windmills, val- 


puny. 


ved at thirty-hve hundred callars, and en- 
joy a goad trade, which is constantly im- 
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creasing. the business being now under the 
capable management of our subject. 

The Republican party has always fonnd 
in Mr. Porter a stanel supporter of its prin- 
ciples, and he has ever taken quite an active 
He 


has been a delegate to numerous county con- 


and influential part in political aftairs. 


ventions, and has assistecl in organizing a 
He has also 
served as drill master of ladies’ and gents’ 
clubs. Ile tilled the office of township clerk 
for two terms, and was the efficient and 
popular mayor af Central City from 1&gI 
to 1895. He also a amember of the 
schoal board when the frst new binlding 


number of Repubhean clus. 


was 
was erected. Religiously he and his wife 
are members of the Methodist [Episcopal 
church, ef whieh he was a trustee lor a lew 
years, and socially he is a member ot Wap- 
se Lixige, No. 235, 1. O. Gh Fig Lemvel 
Lodge, No. 284,.\, F. & A. AL? and the 
Marvin Mills Post, No. 2tz2, G. A. RR. ot 
Whieh he was vommander for several years 
and adjutant for ten vears. A man of pro- 
gressive ideas, broad minded and liberal, he 
has risen toa foremost place among the rep- 
resetative citizens of his community and 
has became a leader in public affairs. 








WATROUS PECK. 


For alnyst forty vears the subject of 
this sketch was numbered among the highly 
esteemed citizens of Linn county, Is last 
davs Leing spent upon his farm on section 
30, Rapuls township. He was a native of 
New York, born at West Poonitield, On- 
tao county, December 28. 183g, and was 
a son of Desmand G. and Harriet L. (\Wil- 
san) Deck. His father was born in New 


York state and chied in’ Wiseonsin in Oe- 
36 
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tober, 1844. his remains being interred near 
Milwaukee. The mother was barn Novem- 
ber 14, 1810, and died at the home of our 
subject in Rapids township, ilus county, May 
28, 1891, but was buried at Romeo, AMeln- 
gan. In their family were the following 
children: Amelia Caroline, \Watrous, Gil- 
bert W. and Frances Eliza. Gilbert is the 
only one surviving. 

Our subject was twenty-one vears of age 
when he came to Linn county, lowa, and 
took up his residence on a farm about five 
miles west of Cedar Rapids. in Clinton 
township, where he made lis home until he 
entered the service of lus country during the 
Civil war, enlisting in 1862 in Company k, 
Twentieth Towa Volunteer Jntantry, and 
served throughout the war, being discharged 
July 11, 1865, at Wheeling, West Virgima. 

\When hostilities ceased Afr. Peck 
turned to this county, but later went to Car- 
ada. becoming a contractor on cue ol the 
large railroads of the Dominion, and suh- 


i 


sequently he was made purchasing agent for 
the Wiseousin Central Railroad in \Wiscon- 
sin, holding that position until his return to 
Cedar Rapids im Buving twenty 
acres of Jand on section 30, Rapils town- 


ISg1. 


ship, he ereeted thereon a large modern 
house, which he made lis home throughout 
lite. He also pur- 
chased another tract of thirty-five acres in 


the remainder of Ins 
the sume location and engaged in fruit cul- 
He died July 21, 
1898. honered and respected by all who 
knew him, and was laid to rest in Linnwood. 


ture with gaol success. 


eemeterv. 

On the 17th of Octoher, 1877, Mr. Peck 
married Miss Mary Juluna Weed, who was 
born in Winnebago county, Tlinuis, Oc- 
toher 7. 1853, but came to Linn county when 
eight months of age, and attended the Cedar 
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Rapids high school and also took a years | 


course at Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, atter 
which she engaged in teaching, first in the 
district schools and later in’ the graded 
schools of Cedar Rapids until her marriage. 
Her parents were Henry and Eclecta ( Los2y) 
Weed, natives of New York state. He 
came to \Wiseonsin, where he was married. 
and resided there a number of vears and then 
moved to Hlinois, where he made his home 
two years, and in the summer of 1854 came 
to Linn county, where he died in Clinton 
township June 9, 1880. His widow is liv- 
ing with her son on the old homestead in 
Clinton township. Mrs. Deel is the second 
in order of birth in a family of three chil- 
dren, the others being [egbert, who married 
Hattie Trask and lives on the eld home- 
stead in Clinton townslip with his mother ; 
and Alice, wife of Charles Earl, a business 
man of Cedar Rapids. Unto Mr. and Ars. 
Peck were two eluldren, 
Clayton H., who is a graduate of the Cedar 
Rapids high school, and since the death otf 
his father has had charge of the fruit busi- 
ness founded by the latter, making Is home 
with his mother on the orginal twenty-acre 
tract; and Grace Amelia, wife of Delnrer 
Tarpenning, of Shellsburg, Iowa.  Alrs. 
Peck is an earnest and consistent member 


born namely : 


of the Trinity Alethodist Episcopal church 
of Cedar Rapids, and is a most estimable 
lady who makes many friends. 


CHANDLER JORDAN. 


There is probably no man in Alaine town- 
ship wider or more Lavorably known than 
Chandler Jordan, who came to Linn county 
in pioneer days, and 1s recogmized as one of 
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the important factors mi ils progress and 
development. Ile is a native of Maine, 
born in Danville. Cumberland county, March 
2, 1820, and 1s a representative of a promi- 
nent old New England fanuly. which was 
founded in this country by Rev. Robert 
Jordan, who came from England in 1640; 
at the age of twenty-nine years, and settled 
at Cape Elizabeth, near Portland, Maine. 
His descendants beeame prominently identi- 
hed with the growth and upbiuilding of that 
state. 

Ebenezer Jordan, the father of our sub: 
ject, was also a native of Cumberland coun- 
tv, Maine, lus birth oecurring at what 1s 
known as the Pejepseot claim, on the 3oth 
of November, 1789. 
school 
throughout 


[le received a good 
and followed 
During — the 
agaist 


CQlynelt education 


larmuing life. 
war of 1812 he took up 
thie country. Twice he visited 
lowa, ‘but continued to make his home in 
the old Pine Tree state until called to his 
final rest December 4, 1873. Eis wite, who 
bore the maiden name of Sarah Dyer, was 
born in Maine December 19, 1791, and died 
February 4, i864. 

Unto this worthy couple were born ten 
cluldren, of whom George died at the age 


arms 
mother 


of ten years and Jaines at the age of twenty- 
Lem- 


vel D., born in 1813, came to Linn county, 


one. The others were as tolluws: 
lowa, in 1840, and was engaged in farnung 
in Maine township until his death in 1890; 
Mary D., born in 1815, married Juhn Pen- 
ley and died in Maine in 1841; Charles, born 
in 1818, was a dry guods merchant of Bos- 
ton. but purchased Jand in this county and 
died at the home of our subject in i854; 
Chandler is the next in order of birth; Eebe- 
nezer, born in 1822, still lives near the old 
homestead in Maine; Nelson. born in 1824, 
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was engaged in the ratlroad business nearly 
all his life. but was following farming in 
Kansas at the time of Ins death in 1894. and 
his remains were interred in Alaine town- 
ship. this county: Kishworth, born in 1826, 
died in Maine in 1889: and Lydia B., born 
in 1832, married Maeses Chapman and died 
in Maine. The children were educated in 
the public schools and acadeniies of their 
native state. 

During lis bovhood and vouth Chandler 
Jordan pursued his studies in the common 
and the Lewiston, 
Maine, and remained on the home farm with 


scl s academy at 
his father until twenty-two years of age, 
being engayed in selrao! teaching durmg the 
Coming to Iowa in 1844, 
he located in Maine township, Linn county, 
where his brother had settled. about tour 
years previously. At that time there were 
but few seitlements in the neighborhood and 


Winter months. 


not an acre of land had been entered in the 
There were no railroads in Iowa, 
and trom Chicago our subject traveled over- 
The day-book which he 
kept in those early days was the ouly record 


towns). 
land by wagon. 


kept in the township, and has been used as 
authority in settling many a dispute. 

Alr. Jordan took a claim in Maine town- 
ship. broke the prairie with oxen, and im- 
proved his farm. His first purchase con- 
sisted of one hundred and sixty acres, and 
as he succeeded in his farming operations 
he added to it from time to time until he 
now controls nine hundred that 
township, the greater part of whieh he him- 
He but limited 
Means on cuming to this county, but has 
steadily prospered, and is to-day ane of the 
mOst extensive farmers and wealthy citi 


acres 111 
sell has improved. liad 


zens of his comumunity. 
On the 2d of June, 1847, Mr. Jordan 


“a 
ie 
a | 


was united in marriage with Miss Sarah D. 
Waterhouse, who was also born in Cumber- 
land county, Maine. June 27, 1824. a daugh- 
ter of Zebulon and Anna (Dyer) Water- 
house. The mother died in 1835. and in 
1854 the father eame to Linn county, Lowa, 
where he departed this life in 187g, at the 
Mrs. 
was reared and educated in her native state. 
Of the seven childres born to our subject 


age of eighty-four years. Jordan 


and ‘is wite only two are now living, 
namely: Lydia B., born in 1855, 1s the wile 
of Rev. Eli Packer, a Baptist minister of 
Des Moines, lowa. Julia J.. born in 1861, 
is the wife of John N. Dunn, who lives on 
the home place, and they have three clul- 
dren. Julia A., Lewis J. and Jessie S. “Those 
of the family now deceased were Anna, who 
died at the age of four vears; two who died 
in infaney; Elizabeth A., who died at the 
age of four years: and Emma [:., who mar- 
ried Dr. Woodbridge and died at the age 
of thirty-three. leaving three children, but 
one died soon after the nvother’s death, those 
living being Chandler J. and Edward E. 

In politics Mr. Jordan 1s a Democrat, 
and has taken quite an active part in public 
affairs, filling various township offices. 
During almost his entire residence here he 
has heen officially connected with the schools. 
had control of all the school territory and 
For many years le was school treasurer. and 
held the money to pay the teachers, The 
first school in this part of the county was 
established in Jackson township, and when 
a neighborhood became large enough to 5up- 
port a school others were started, Mr. Jor- 
dan has been a life-leng member of the Aap- 
tist church, and was instrumental in found- 
ing the chureh at Jordan Grove. He super- 
intended its construction and has always 
heen an officer of the same. He is now the 
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oldest living resident of Maine townslip, 
but is still quite active and enjoys good 
health. Hus live has been manly, his actions 
sincere and Jus example is well worthy of 
emulation, and he is certainly deserving at 
honorable mention antong the preeminent 
pioneers and representative citizens of his 
adopted county. 


JOHN LEONARD. 


For many vears this gentleman, who ts 
now cleceased, was one of the most prosper- 
ous and successful farmers of Grant town- 
ship. as well as one of its lronored ane 
Inghly respected citizens. He was born in 
New Jersey on the 22d of April, 1838. and 
was a son of Charles and Mary (Duek- 
worth) Leonard, natives of New Jersey. 
At an early age our subject came with lis 
father te Laun county, Tewa, ane taok up his 
His first pur- 
consisted of eighty acres, 


residence tn Grant township. 
chase ot lane 
whieh at that time was all wild and uninn- 
proved, but he soan placed it under cultiva- 
tion and erectedl good and substantial build- 
ings thereon.  \s time advanced and he 
prospered in lus undertakings he added to 
luis Jantdled possessions trom tune to time 
until at his death he had four hundred acres 
of verv valuable and well pnproved Jane. 
His life was devoted to general farming and 
stock rrusing. 

Tn December, 1868, AIr. Lemard was 
united in marriage with Miss Sarah E. 
Mutehler, who was bern in Pennsylvania. 
Her father, Jacob Murtchler, was a native of 
Germany, and came to American with lis 
father, Mathias Mutehler, locating in Ly- 


coming county, Pennsylvania. On reach- 
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ing manhoud Jacob Mutehler was married 
there to Aliss Elizabeth Birch, who was born 
In that state of German parentage. He 
owned ane operated both a farm and saw- 
nll, being engaged in the manufacture of 
1849 he re- 
meved to Crawtord county, Oluo, where he 
followed agricultural pursutts until coming 
to Linn county, Towa, in 1864. He located 
ona farm im Grant tewnship and continued 
to make his home here until called to his 
hnal rest in the spring of T&g4. His wite 
had passed away, sume yeurs previously, 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Leon- 
Oiiar S$. 
mentioned helow: and Maude. who resides 
with her mother in Center Doinr. . 
Mr. Leonard died February 27, 18yg. at 
Being a stroug 
temperance men, he gave lus palitieal sup- 


Jumber tor some veurs. In 


dving 1 1877. 


ard were born two cluildren: 


the ave af sixty-one vears. 


port ra the Prohibition party, and was a 
faithful and consistent menther of the Tree 
He led an uprighr, hon- 
orable and useful life, and in his death the 
community realized that it had lost one ot 
its most valuable aud highly esteemed citi 


Methodist church. 


zens, 

Omar S. Leonard. the only son of our 
subject, was bern in Grant township Oc- 
toher 17, 1869. and was educated in the local 
schowls. In early life he assisted lus father 
in the labors of the farm, and since the lat 
ter’s death has had complete charge of the 
same. {nits management he has displayed 
excellent business ability and saund judg- 
ment, and is suecesstully engaged im general 
farming and steck raising. VPolitieally he 
is a stanch DVemoerat. He was married 
March 24. 1896, to Miss Temperance Hof, 
wihr is one af a family of seven children, 
six of whom are new living. Her parents 
are Jacol and Ellen (Palmer) Hoff, natives 
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Her father 
cane to this county in 1857, and here he and 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon- 
ard have one child, Lots. 


of Ohio aud Iowa, respectively. 


is wile still reside. 


ABRAM S. FUNK. 


Abram S. Funk. one of the oldest and 
most popular engineers on the Burlington. 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad. residing 
in Cedar Rapids, was born in High Spire, 
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, January 1, 
1845. and is a son of Abraham and Magda- 
line (Springer} Funk. also natives of the 
Keystone state. the farmer born October. 5. 
rses. The 
father was a well-educated man for his dav 


1803. the latter January 2. 
and a coaper by trade. On leaving Penn- 
avivania April ti. 1850. he started overland 
lar Towa, and landed in Muscatine the same 
month. Te engaged in farming in Musea- 
line county until 1873. when he removed t¢, 
the city of Muscatine and lived retired until 
lis death. which occurred October 23. 1898. 
Fle was then ninety-live vears of age. while 
fis mother was ninety-nine at the time of 
her death. The mother of our subject cied 
at the home of her son in Cedar Rapids 
July, 1891, at the age of cighty-six. She 
had four children by her marriage with Mr. 
Punk, namely: Barhara. who married 
Joseph Wilhelm. of Museatine. and died in 
that city: Sarah, wife of Rev. Peter C. Hetz- 
ler of Salem, Oregen; Rebeeca, wife of A. 
Whitten. who lives near Portland, Oregon: 
and \ralam S.. our subject. By a former 
Mariage the mother had two children: 
Jacoh Steese. who lives in Hummelstown, 
Pennsylvania: and Mes. Elizabeth Gegler, 


Ww ‘ait § Pe esictcties 
he died in Philadelphia, leaving a sou, 
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to 
\o 





Henrv Gegler, who has been for twenty-six 
vears connected with the Bank of North 
America. of Philadelphia. The father of 
our subfect was also married twice. and by. 
the first wife had four children: Damiel 
M.. deceased, who was a farmer and black- 
smith hy occupation; Mrs. Catherine Bond, 
a resident of Musatine: Mrs. Maria \Whist- 
ler, of Grand View, Iowa: and Mrs. Susan 
Erb. of Muscatine. The children were all 
educated in the public schools. either of 
Pennsylvania or Iowa. In connection with 
the operation of his farm, consisting of three 
hundred and twenty acres. the father con- 
ducted what was known as the Four Mile 
House, a tavern on the Iowa City read. He 
sold luis farm in t886 and purehased a home 
in Museatine. where he continued to reside 
throughout the remainder of his life. as pre- 
viously stated. In politics he was first a 
Whig and later a Republican. but never took 
an active part in political affairs. In early 
life both he and his wife were members of 
the Winebrennerian church, but-aiter com- 
ing to Iowa jomed the United Brethren 
church. : 

The subject of this sketch attended the 
common schools of Muscatine county until 
seventeen years of age, when he entere:| the 
service of his country during the dark days 
of the Rehellion. enlisting August 13. 1862, 
in Company B, Thirty-fiith Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry. His regiment was a part of the 
Fifteenth Army Corps until the fall of Vicks- 
burg. when it was transferred to the Six- 
teenth Corps. and remained with the same 
until the close of the war. Mr. Funk par- 
ticipated in the battle of Jackson, Missis- 
sippi, May 14. 1863; the siege af Vickshurg 
from the r&th of May until the 4th of July; 
the ten days siege of Jackson from July 10; 
the battle of Fort Derusa, Louisiana, March 


730 





14, 1864; Pleasant Hill, April 9; Monsuri, 
Louisiana, May 16: Yellow Bayou, May 18; 
Old River Lake, Arkansas. June 6, 1864, 
when the captain of Its company was killed 
while acting as major; Tupelo, Mississippi, 
July 14; Nashville, December 
15 and 16; and the siege of Spanish Fort, 
Alabama, from Alareh 27 to April &. 1865. 


Tennessee, 


Mr. Punk was wounded in the head at Pleas- 
ant Hall, and stil has the bullet in his pos- 
session. He was honorably discharged at 
Davenport, Iowa. August 10, 1865. and re- 
turned home with a war record of whieh he 
may be justly proud. 

Mr. Funk then warked with his father 
upon the farm until the tst of January, 1868, 
when he married Miss Eleaner L. Cook. wha 
was born in Tucdiana Mareh 5. 1846. anel died 
lowa, Nowember 5, 1854, 
In the fall of 1872 he left the farm. and on 
the 15th of January, 1873. entered the em- 
ploy ot the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & 
Northern that 
time he removed to Cedar Rapids. but after 


in ALusentine, 


Railroad as fireman. \t 
residing here one vear he returned to ALus+ 
On the rgth 
of August, 1877. he was promoted to the 
position of engineer, and has continued with 


catine, where his wife died. 


the road in that capacity ever sinee. ranking 
ninth as the oldest engineer in point of serv- 
ice now with the road. 
train until] 1883, when he was promoted to 


He ran a freight 
passenger engineer, Exceecdingly careful, 
he met with uo aceident requiring the as- 
sistance Of a wreeking train until in| No- 
ventber, (goo. when he had to send for it, 

On the sth of September. 1877. Mr. 
Funk was united in marriage with Miss 
Magyie MM. Mader, who was born in Musea- 
tine August 19. 1857, of German parentage, 
and was educated in the schools of that city. 
Unto chem have been born four children, 
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namely: Alvra AL. a professional ilurse ; 
Frank AL. a machinist in the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern shops: and How- 
ard M. and Ruth ML, both in school. They 
are atl still at home. Ruth M. Funk was 
horn at §:20 a. m., November 17, 1893, and 
at ten minules past nine the same morning 
her tather took four shares in the Perpetual 
Building Assgeition of Cedar Rapids for 
her, whieh makes her the voungest stock- 
holder knawn tn America, being not quite 
four hours old. Jn 1884 Alr. Funk removed 
to Cedar Rapids and built his present home 
on Sonth Ninth street. With his wife and 
eldest daughter he holds membership in the 
United Brethren church. and is one of the 
He is 
a member of Hawkeve Lodge, No. 3, A. F. 
& A. AL: of Washington Chapter, No. 4, 
E A. ML; Detlilay Conimandere, Na, 1, 
kK. T.; Towa Consistory and El Nahir Tem- 


trustees ane stewards of the same. 


ple of the ATystic Shrine, and alse belongs 
to T. Z. Cook Post. G. A. R.: the Ancient 
Order of United Weorkmen: and the Lowa 
Legion of Honor, as well as the Brotherhood 
of Lecomotive Engineers, ino whielt he has 
served as cluel engineer and first assistant 
of the Division, No. 159. andl alsa delegate 
to the national body. 

Mr. Punk has traveled quite extensively, 
visiting nearly every state and territory of 
the Linon. He has a fine cabinet of curios, 
which he has been collecting for forty years, 
and consists of a miscellanegus assortment 
of very interesting relices, including all the 
ballots he has ever cast since attaining his 
Majority; a history of the Bank of North 
Ameriea, which is the oldest in the United 
States, heing founded in i781; and one of 
the largest personal collections of books of 
views of the principal cities of this country. 
He also has bullets picked ap by himselt 
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mainly frem the battletiekls of Vicksburg, 
Jackson, Corinth. Tupelo. Black River 
Bridge, Vort Gibson, Pleasant Hill. Port 
Hudson, Petersburg. Fair Oaks. Harper's 
Ferry, the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, Spott- 
sylvania, Fredericksburg, Atlanta, Kenesaw 
Mountain, Resaca. Missionary Ridge. Nash- 


ville. Lookout Mountain, Chickamauga, 
Murfreeshore, Shiloh, Antietam, Stone 
River, Gettysburg. Arkansas Post, Old 


His nephew, 


Edward Erb. who was a soldier of the Span- 


River Lake and Perrysville. 


ish-American war, alsa obtained a number 
of interesting articles for lus collection. Atr. 
Fink has an apple preserved since 1806; a 
piece of bread baked by his mother in 1850 
in the house where he was horn: and a copy 
of the Museatine Journal with a notice of 
the first declaration of the war of the Re- 


bellion. 


LEONARD B. CHRISTMAN. 


Leanard B. Christman, one of the lead- 
ine business men and most prominent citt- 
zeus of Springville, is a native of Lowa, 
born in Dubuque, February 16, 1856, and 
is a son of John and Elizabeth (Berg) 
Christman, who are represented elsewhere 
in this volume. He was a lad of six vears 
when he cnme with his parents to Spring- 
ville. and here he grew to nuinthood, recelv- 
ing his primary education in the public 
schouls of the village. Subsequently he at- 
tended Cornell College at Mt. Wernon for. a 
number of years, and also took a commer- 
cial course ata business college in Dubuque. 
His vacations were spent in lvs father’s 
store, where he received a therough and 
Practical lnisiness training, and en leaving 
school was well qualified ta enter upon lus 
business career. 
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On returning home from college in 1876 
Mr. Christman took charge of his father's 
store and outside business, with wlich he 
was also familiar, and on his father’s death, 
in 1889, he succeeded to the business. He 
has since greatly enlarged the store room 
al has aded to the stock, carrying a large 
and complete assortinent of general mer- 
chandise. Mr. Christman is also interested 0 
real estate and has owned numerous liras 
throughout the county, besides considerable 
town property in Springville, where he has 
built three good residences. He is one of 
the most energetic, enterprising and revable 
business men of this part of the county, 
and is able to carry forward to successful 
completion whatever he undertakes. 

On June, y, 1880, on a farm near Oska- 
loosa, Iowa, Mr. Christman was united in 
marriage with Miss Anna P. Knowlton, a 
daughter of Sanmel and Julia A. (Hadley ) 
Knowlton, who was born in Ohio, May 17, 
185g, but at an early age came to this state 
with her parents, and was reared ancl eclu- 
cated in Oskaloosa. They have no children 
of their own, but have an adopted daughter, 
Marie Peck, now a young lady, who has 
been reared by them. She is the daughter 
of Mr. Christman’s sister, Margaret N. 
Peck, now deceased. 

In his political, views Mr. Christman 1s 
an ardent Republican, and he takes au 
active interest in local polities but has never 
cared for office, preferring to give his time 
and attention wholly to Ins business jnter- 
ests. He was one of the charter members 
and promoters of the Knights of Pythias 
lodge at Springville, and has filled all the 
offices in the same, being past chancellor, He 
has also represented the lodge a number of 
times in the grand lodge o7 the state, Spring- 
ville has no more progressive or pib}te-spir- 
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ited citizen than Afr. Christman, who is al- 
wis willing to lend a helping hand to all 
public enterprises and assist in everything 
calculated ta advanee the interests of the 
conmmunity in which he lives. He was one of 
the instigators and promoters of the water 
works and owns a Jarge share o€ its stock, 
and also assisted in promoting and estalilish- 
ing the rural telephone system. In fact he 
has heen identified with every enterprise far 
the puble good and may well be numbered 
among the most valued and useful citizens 
of the village. 


HESEY 5. RALSLER, A, D. 


Since 18835 Dr. Rayiner has been num- 
bered anione the prominent and successful 
physicians and surgeons engaged in prac- 
He 


COMME, 


bord 1 
Stephensun JMlinais. 
I856, a son of John C. and 
On both 
His father 
Was born i Alsaee Loraine. Germany, in 


fice in Cedar Rapids. Was 
Rock 


September 13, 


un, 


elizabeth (assweiler) aver. 
sides he is of German ancestry. 


1826, and was the son of Philip Navmer. 
who was a soldier in the Napoleonic wars. 
The former was only three vears old when 
he came with lus parents to America. locat- 
mg in Canada and later in New York, and 
in the early “508 togk up his residence in 
Stephenson county, Thinois, whieh was then 
quite wild and unimproved. Vhroughout 
lite he folluwed the occupation of farming 
and became very prosperous, althouel he 
hegan lis business career with bet small 
capital, 
ane both he and his wife were active and 


He was a Republican in’ polities 


consistent amembers uf the Evangelical 
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church. He died in 1898. and she passed 
away in Tg00. She was bern in Allentown, 
Pennsvivania, and was a sister of C. EF. 
Kassweiler, who was professor of mathe 
matics im the Northwestern College for 
many vears, and a cousin of H? H. Rass- 
weller, who was president of that institu- 
(on. 

Unto fehn C. and Elizabeth (Rass- 
weiler} Raymer were born eleven children, 
of whom two died in infancy. The others 
are Kose, wife of J. EE. Stautfacher, of 
Des Moines, a presiding elder of the United 
Evangelical Association: Henry §., of this 
review : George -\., a traveling salesman for 
a grocery house of Cedar Rapids: Mary, 
wile of Levi Staulfacher, who was former- 
Iya preacher but is new a member of the 
firm ot Stautfacher, MeCook & Cerney, of 
Cedar Rapids; John J.. and Levi, both farnn- 
ers of Green county, Wiseansin: Larrison, 
‘ls a very prosperous farmer of that coun- 
ty: Sarah, wile of Henry C. Stevens, a 
muuster of the United Evangelical Agso- 
mation at Terre TTaute. Inbana: and Emma, 
wite of Rev. Eugene Fuessle. of Ottawa, Illi- 
Vhe children were afforded the best 
educalional advantages, and after attending 
the public schools three of the number en- 
tered the Northwestern College of Naper- 
ville, Hlineis. Our subject and his brother 
George engaged in school for a number of 


11s, 


Vveurs, 

Dr. Raymer began his education in the 
district schools of his native county. and 
at the ave of eighteen entered the North- 
western College. where he took a two years’ 
preparatory course and four years’ collegiate 
course. teaching school in the meantime to 
pay lis expenses. He graduated in 1881, 
degree of B.S... and the tollewing vear com- 
menced the study of medicine under th 





DR. H. S. RAYMER. 
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JAMES M. BURGE 
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eminent Dr. Senn, assisting in some of the 
first experiments whieh afterward gave him 
his renawned reputation. For three years 
he attended Jectures at the Physicians & 
Surges College in Chicago, and was 
graduated with honors in 1885, heing Tile- 
dictorian of That year Dr. 
Raviner lneated in Cedar Rapids, and in 
practice here he has met with wonderful 


lis class. 


success, having secured a large and lucrative 
patronage. He has not only met with suc- 
cess professionally. but has prospered in 
business affairs. having dealt somewhat in 
landel property. He has given more than 
usual attention ta psychological research as 
it pertains to ils scientific aspect and also 
as to its hearing on his profession, and has 
sive more time te study of mental disease 
than any one im that seetion, 

In 1892 Dr. Raymer married Miss 
Minnie F. Bailey. wha was born in this 
county, i 1866, a daughter of William and 
Amelia ( Hannawault) Bailey. The latter 
f Dr. Hannawault. of Des Moines. 
Mrs. Ravmer is one of a family of six chil- 
dren. the others being Mrs. Ellen Ayres, ot 
Cedar Rapids: John F. Bailey and Mrs. 
Anna Mitchell, both of Cedar Rapids: Mrs. 
Thomas Brownwell, of Cedar Rapids; and 
Mrs. Jenme Worthington, whose husband is 
a prominent druggist af Koelktard, Lines. 


Is) Sister 


The father of these children. who was a 
farmer by oecupation, died in Marion town- 
ship, this eounty, but the mothes is still Tiv- 
ing and makes her home with our subject. 
Mrs. Raymer is an aceomplished lady, who 
was clucated in the publie seliools of this 
county, and is quite proficient in music and 
punting, 
“erally, 


She is also qaute pronunent so- 


Dr. Raymer gives his support to all 


a 


church and philanthropic work, and has 
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been a member of the staff of physicians and 
surgeons of St. Luke's Hospital for twelve 
years. He was formerly secretary of the 
Cedar Rapids and Inwa Union Aledical So- 
cieties, and is also a member of the State 
Medical Society and the American Afedical 
Association, which is the largest society of 
the kind in the United States. He ts med- 
ical examiner for the New York Mutual 
Life and the Manhattan Life Insurance 
Companies, and is a progressive member of 
the profession, whose investigations into the 
science of medicine and his skillful applica- 
tion of the knowledge thus aeqiured has 
won for him an enviable reputation mi the 
medical fraternity. Socially he 1s a member 
of Star of the West Lodge, No. 1, KR. P., 
aid No. 278, A.O. U. W. He has a good 
home at rrr South Eighth street. 


TAMES M. BURGE, 


Prominent amon the honored pioneers 
al representative citizens of Linn county 
was James M. Burge. who was actively 
identified with the development of this 
region for many years. He was bern in 
Greene county. Pennsylvania. July 5. 1821, 
and belonged to a family which origimated 
in Hull. Yorkshire. England. and. coming 
fo America with Lord PBaltimere in early 
evlonial days, settled in Maryland. Some 
of its members tools part in both the Revo- 
futionary war and the war of 1812. 

Jeremiah Burge, the father of our sub- 
ject. was born in Pennsylvania in 1800, and 
was a son of William and Priscilla (Long) 
Burge. also natives of that state. He mar- 
ried Tester Morford, and to them were born 


seven children, namely: James AL. of this 


“I 
tag 
CA 





liew fences, erected numerous cattle sheds. 
and has planted an orchard, so that he now 
has one of the best places in the county, 
it being known as the “\Wavside Farm.” 

\lr. Burge is one of the most successful 
breeders of fne cattle in America, making 
a specialty of the short-horn breed, and has 
carried Of many premiums at county fairs, 
and also at several state fairs in different 
states. Flis cattle have not only won prizes 
at these fairs, but also at national exhibits. 
He has made a constant study of his chosen 
occupation and has met with suecess. Mr. 
Burge attributes his suceess to the teachings 
of Ins father, who was a most. excellent 
jiulye of stock. 
devoted to study, 
library, his office 


His evenings are mainiv 
aud he has an excellent 
at home reminding one 
He 


is one af the most intelligent. progressive 


more or a iterary man than a farmer. 


and successtul agriculturists af the county, 
while as a stock raiser he has but few equals 
He is 


a scientihe as well as a practical farmer. and 


amoung the young men of this county. 


tu this may be attributed lis suceess. In 
politics he is a Republican. 


GEORGE YW, BURNSIDE. 


George W. Burnside, ex-sheriff of Linn 
county and a prominent citizen of Cogeon, 
haw living retired. was born on the 13th of 
October, 1832, in Otsego, New York, of 
which state his parents. George and Fliza- 
beth (Walley) Burnside, were also nitives. 
There the father engaged in farming during 
the greater part of lis fife. but spent his 
last years with our subject jn Linn county. 
The 


mother had passed away many years pre- 


Towa, where he died May 24. 1870. 
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vious, dving on the gd of August, 144. 
They had a family of five children, of whom 
Marton and Saralr A. are now. deceased. 
Those living are Thomas. a farmer of Dela- 
ware county, New York; George W., our 
subject; and Wilham, a retired farmer of 
Qeonto, Wisconsin. .\Il were educated in 
the common schoals of New York state, 
\tter completing his education George 
W. Burnside left his native county, and in 
S37 came west, first lucating in McHenry 
county, ITlinais. where he engaged in farm- 
iS6c he re- 
moved to Linn county, Towa. and was one 


wu tor about live years. In 


of the frst to settle in Bowlder township, 
where he continued ta follow agricultural 
Later he started a 
lor a tew 


pursunts for five vears. 
creamery, wich he conducted 
vears, and then purchased a peneral store 
at Praimeburg. Bbowlder tuwnship, being en- 
gaged in merelundising there mntil 1890, 
uid at the same tine serving as postimas- 
ter of the villave. 

In i8go0 My. Burnside was nominated 
bv the Republiean party fer sheriff of Linn 
county, and was elected by a large majority. 
Disposing of lus business in Prairteburg, he 
removed to Alarion, the county seat, and en- 
tered upon the duties of his office. <Atter 
filling the position in a most creditable and 
sauislactory manner for four years he re- 
tired fron: olhee and removed to Coggon, 
There 


he erected a new store hulking and again 


where he has since made his home. 


embarked im general merchandising, but m 
18g5 fis sture and stock were destroyed by 
lire. and sinee then he has nor been actively 
At one time he 
was interested in the Coggon Savings Bank, 
which he assisted in establishing, and 15 ow 
one of the stockholders of the Bank of 
Harris. at Harris, Osceola county, Tow. 


engaged in any business. 


—_—- 


He has always been a Juver of fast horses 
and hne stock, and las owned one or two 
valuable horses curing lis entire residence 
in this county. 

maith AL. 
MeArthur, of Delaware county, New York, 


Mr. Burnside married Aliss 
a daughter of William MeArthur, who was 
an extensive farmer of tliat state, where his 
death occurred. Our subject owns a mice 
residence in Coggon, where he and Ins wife 
now make their home. They are heth mem- 
bers of the Preshyrerian chureh and are 
people of prominence in their COMMMUV LY. 
Politically Alr. Burnside is a stanch Repub- 
lican. and socially is a thirty-secend degree 
Mason, a member of the blue lodge of Cog- 
gon, the chapter and commanders of Cedar 
Rapids. Ile is a aman oi recognized ability, 
and is one of the most valuable aud usetel 
citizens af the community in whieh he re- 


sides, 


JOHN 3. GRIMM, B. S., LL. B. 


Among Cedar Rapids’ prominent and 
successful atturneys must be numbered Jolin 
M. Grimm, who has been connected with 
the har of this city since July r, 18yo, but 
has already made for himself an enviable 
He was 
horn in Wethersfeld township, Henry coun- 
tv, Winns. December 21, 1866, and ts a 
sou of Charles H. and Catherine (AleLen- 
nan) Grinmn, the former a native of Ger- 
many, the latter of Ross-shire, Scotland. 
Soon aiter his emigration to -America the 
father located in Tlenry county, Tineis, and 
later caine to Towa county, lewa, taking up 
Mis residence near Williamsburg, where he 


repulittiem in professional cireles. 


lollowel farming very successfully until 
hfe’s lahors were ended. He died in 1873, 
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at the age of forty-five years, and lis wife 
departed this life in 1885. at the age of 
about fiity vears. Of their two children 
one died in infancy, so that our subject 1s 
the only representative of the fanuly new 
living, 

John M. Grimm began Ins eduewtion in 
the public schuols of Hlinois, and after com- 
ing to this state pursued a Ingh-school course 
at Marengo, where he was graduated in 
1883. He passed his boyhood and youth 
upon a farm, where he remained until he 
entered upon a collegiate course at the lowa 
State University at Iowa City. Wile at- 
tending that institution he cut short the col 
lege year, and for several summers engaged 
in civil engineering, spending one season in 
Nebraska with the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern Railroad; one in lowa with the Ilinois 
Central Railroad; and two years in Sfoux 
Citv. It thus took him five years to com- 
plete the college course, graduating in the 
class of 1889 with the degree of B.S. Dur- 
ing the last year of his collegiate course he 
took up the study of lay, and one year alter 
receiving his degree of B. S.. in June, 1890, 
eraduated from the law department of the 
State University. 

Coming to Cedar Rapids, Mr. Grinun 
formed a partnership with James I]. Roth- 
rock, Jr., under the finn name of Rothrock 
& Grimm, the senior member heimg a son 
of Judge J. H. Rothrock. who was on the 
supreme bench twenty-one years, \tter the 
Judge retired from that office. in January, 
1896, he became connected with Is son and 
our subject in the private practice of law, 
a continued with them untul his death, 
in January, 1898. The son was still a men 
her of the firm until after his election as 
judge of the superior court of Cedar Rap- 
ids, when, in January, 1907, the partnership 
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was dissolved. Later the firm of Preston. 
Grimin & Moffit was formed, consisting of 
J. H. Preston and [. M. Grimm, of Cedar 
Rapids, and J. T. Mofht, of Tipton. lowa, 
with offices at Cedar Rapids and Tipton, 
Cedar county. lowa, 

Mr. Grim makes a specialty of corpora- 
tion practice, and wow represents the Chi- 
cago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, the 
Uhinois Central Railroad as local attorney. 
and the order of Railroad Conductors of 
In the fall of 
1892 he was elected county attorney on the 


America as general counsel. 


kKepublican ticket, and entered upon the du- 
ties of the office January 1, 1893. He filled 
that posirion three successive terms, and the 
county reports show that wlule in ofhee lre 
transacted more business at less expense 
than any county in the state. giving every 
detail of the business hts personal attention, 
keeping down expenses and discouraging 
improper criminal litigation. He is a very 
eble and efherent atturney, ax lis growing 
business has given lim prestige in the city. 

Mr. Grimm has also become intere-tec 
in several business enterprises, and is now 
a stockholder and secretary of the Cedar 
Rapils Canning Company, erganized in 
bSgX. and a stockholder of the Cedar Rap- 
He ts attor- 
nev tor the Cedar Rapids National Bank. 


lls New Velephone Company. 


and also for many leatling fire and casualty 
insurance companies and mining corpora- 
tions of the city. 
af the Commercial Club, and a director of 
the Cedar Rapids Auditorium Company, 


He is an aetive member 


Which has erected a commodious building 
especially for publie meeungs. He was one 
of the prime movers in organizing this com- 
pany and in furthering its plans. 

December 27 1894. Mr. Grimin married 
Miss Orphea Bealer, a daughter of E. J. C 


Bealer, They now have one son, Donald 
Stephen, who was born January 27, 18096. 
Mrs. Grimnt is a lady of domestic tastes, 
who takes an exceptional pride in ber home 
and tanuty, and makes frends wherever she 
OES, 

Mr, Grimm is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, the Benevolent Protective Order 
of Elks, the Nights of Pythias, and the 
D. O. kK. K. He takes an active part in 
the social features of these orders, has filled 
all the chairs in the Nights of Pythias 
Lodge. and in 21892 delivered the address 
of weleome to the grand lodge which met 
at Cedar Rapids. Being an orator of excep- 
Hhonal ability. he has often heen called upon 
to deliver addresses on Memorial day and 
the 4th of July throughout the county. He 
is a supporter of the Universalist church, 
amd one of its prominent workers, though 
Public spirited anced progres- 
sive. he takes a deep interest -in all enter- 


not a member, 


prises which he believes calculated to pro- 
mote the moral. social or material welfare 
of the conununity. Ar. Grimm has always 
been actively identified with political affairs, 
has served as president and secretary of the 
Republican county committee and of Repub- 
dican eclnbs at different times, but has never 
heen an He is one of the 
most pepular young men o7 the city, and 


oflice-seeker. 


awes lis success in life to Ins perseverance, 
energy and a laudable ambition to succeed. 


A. ,EROME. WARE. 


Prominent among the leading citizens 
of Cogg: mis this well-known retired farmer, 
who is now serving as vice-president of the 
Coggon State Bank, and is a worthy repr 
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resentative of one of the oldest families in 
this part of the county, having resided here 
since the fall of 1856. A native of Ohio, 
he was born in Lake county, October 28, 
1829, and is a son of Harris and Mary 
(Jerome) Ware, both of whom were na- 
At an early day 
they removed to Olio. and the father was 


tives of New York state. 


engaged in farming in Lake county until 
1837, when he brought his family to Linn 
county, lowa, and located on the old Valley 
Farm in Jackson township, where he con- 
tinued to engage in agriculrural pursuits un- 
til his death, which occurred on the 6th of 
January, 1883. His wite died January 9, 
i8zy. They were the parents of four chuil- 
Hannah, deceased; A. Je- 
rome. our subject: Ellen E. and Mary Annie, 
both deceased. 


dren, namely : 


Reared in the county of Ins nativity, 
Mr. Ware is indebted to its common seliools 
There he 
learned brick making and worked at the 


fur lis edueational privileges. 


sane until coming west in 1856. Here he 
eagaged in farming on the old homestead 
m1 Jackson township until 1888, when he 
soll the place and removed to Coggon, 
where he owns a nice residence in the eastern 
part of the town. 

As a companion and helpmate on lite’s 
journey Mr. Ware married Miss Mary Cas- 
tle. a native of New York state aud a daugh- 
ter of Lemuel Castle. who was one of the 
verv earliest settlers of Jackson townslip, 
this county, where he followed farming un- 
tl called to his final rest on the (&th ot 
May. 1878. His wife died March 31, 1873. 

Immediately after his removal to Cog- 
gon Mir. Ware assisted in establishing the 
Corvon Savings Bank. of which he was 
elected vice-president, and later president. 
Shortly afterward another bavik was start- 
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ed, but as the village was not Jurge enough 
to support two banks, they were consoli- 
dated under the name of the Coggon State 
Bank, which has a capital stock of twenty- 
five thousand dollars and is one of tle most 
reliable financial instrtutions of the county. 
Mr. Ware is now a stockholder and vice- 
president of this bank. He 1s one of the 
well-to-do and prosperous citizens of the 
community, amd all that he possesses has 
been acquired through lis own unaided et- 
forts, good management and indomitable 
perseverance. He began life here during 
the hard times in this section when he had 
to haul his wheat and other grata with 
oxen to Dubuque, which was then the near- 
est market, and could get but very little 
cash for his products. By his ballot he sup- 
ports the men and measures of the Repub- 
lican party, but lias never been an office- 
seeker, though he has been called upon to 
fill local positions of honor and trust, such 
as councilman. [oth he and his wile are 
faithful members of the Presbyterian church 
of Coggon and take great interest in its. 
work. 





DAVID W. KING. 


David W. King came to this county in 
the spring of 183g. when the Indians were 
far more numerous than the white settlers, 
and when the land was still in its primitive 
condition. He was born in Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1800, and in early 
life followed mercantile pursuits. Jn 1836 
he was married in his native state to Aliss 
Mary Aun Singer, who was alsu born in 
Westmoreland county, January 6, 1817. 
Soon after their marriage they started in a 
carriage for Michigan, and in that state Mr. 
King engaged in farming for three years. 
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In the spring of 1839, accompanied by his 
wife and two children, he came to Towa with 
ai ox-team. In the party was also Thomas 
Gainor and his family, all of whem are now 
deceased. Mrs. King was the first white 
won to cross the river at Cedar Rapids, 
Inchan canoes betng the only means of trans- 
portation at that time. The family located 
on the west side of the river in a lug house. 

Mr. King entered a tract of govern- 
ment land on the west side of Cedar river 
When the land first came inte the market. 
Early in the ‘40s he Inult the first ferry 
ever run at Cedar Rapids. obtaining the 
material for the same from Dubuque and 
Muscatine. The cable used in operating 
the ferry was of wire, wluch be hroughr on 
horseback from the former citv. At that 
time most farm products were rafted down 
the river to a pemt about opposite AMusea- 


tine, and then conveved by team tu that 
city. Afr. Ning became the owner of con- 


siderable property in Cedar Rapids, besides 
about three sections ef land in other parts 
of Linn county. Jn the early “sos he laid 
out the town ot Kingstun upon lus land, it 
being now that part of the west side of 
Cedar Rapids formerly known as WKings- 
ton. During lus residence here he enraged 
in darnvng aml the real estate business with 
Most excellent success, and was prominent- 
ly identined with all wf the early improve- 
ments Of the city. He pave many lots for 
the beneht of public enterprises, as well as 
for manufacturing plants and other indus- 
tries which be believed would lead to the 
uphuilding and development of the city. He 
was always very beral and public spirited, 
and never withheld lis support from any 
object whiel: was calculated to promute the 
public welfare. The west side was growing 
rapidly when he was called fram this life, 
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but the many improvements and enterprises 
with which he was connected having lost 
their leader, its vowth practically 
stopped at lus death. We was really at the 
head ut every industry that had been start- 


Was 


ed, and was serving as Justice of the peace. 
His death resulted from exposure while 
lighting a prairie hre. He passed away in 
IS54, at the age of forty-six years. He 
was a well-educated man for his day, and 
possessed exceptionally good lusiness dnd 
executive ability. He was the first person 
buried under the auspices of the Freemasons 
at Cedar Rapids, of whieh body he was an 
active worker. fn politics he was a Whig, 
and in religious behef was a Methodist. 
Both he and his wife were earnest and con- 
that chureh, and took 
In lis house 


he built a Jarge hall twenty-igur by sixty 


sistenk members of 
an active part in its work. 


leet fur clrurel: purposes, andl there religious 
services were held until churches were built. 
The meetings of the Independent Order of 
Good Templars were also held there, he and 
his wife having assisted in organizing the 
lis life was exemplary 
mall respects, and he well deserves the high 


lorge at this place. 


regard ino which he was unifermly held. 

Mrs. Mary A. 
husband, and fer thirty years has made her 
home with her son William. Her father, 
Samuel Singer, remained in Pennsylvania 
until his death. JTlis wife died there when 
A[rs. Ning was a child. Myr, Singer was a 


Ning still survives her 


soldier of the Revolutionary war. 


ee 





Ik. A. VAUGHN. 


Success is determined by one’s ability 
to recognize opportunity, and to pursue ths 
with a resolute and unilagging energy. It 





E. A. VAUGHN. 
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results from continued Jabor, aid the man 
who thus accomplishes his purpose usually 
becomes #n mnportant factor in the business 
cireles of the community with which he is 
connected. means Mr. 
Vaueliw has attained a leadtug place among 


Through — sueh 
the successful men ot Alarion. and his well- 
spent and honorable lite commands the re- 
spent of all who know hin, 

A native of Pennsylvania, he was bora 
it AMlereer county, fune Lt, 182g, and is a 
son vt William and Irene Vaughn, also na- 
tives 
came lo 


Y the Kevstone state. whence they 
Loal. 
Throughout his aetive business Inve the ta- 
He 


Was a very active and earnest member of 


Lint eaunty, lowa, im 


ther engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
as Set 


the Presbyterian church. in which he served 
as elder, and his life was ever in harmony 
He was born Decem- 
ber 16, 17Q1, and died February 18, 1878. 
His wife, who passed away in 1851, at 


with Ins profession, 


the age of fifty-six vears, was alsu a faith- 
ful member of the churelt. 
This worthy couple were the parents of ten 


chillren, namely : 


Presbyterian 


Thomas, who died at the 
age of cigliv-two vears; Eunice. married 
Sas Dodd and died in 1842, at the age of 
thirty; Mary, who wedded Samuel Ross and 
died in 1851, at about the age of thirty; 
Phebe. widow of Joseph Carson and a resi- 
dent of Bedford, Iowa; Cynthia, widow of 
Wilham Carsun and a resident of Greeley, 
Colurado; EA. our subject; Ruth, who 
died at the age of Hity-six years; J. C., who 
enlisted in £862, in the Twenty-fourth Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, and served through the 
Civil war; Hattie H., a teacher, who died 
at the age of thirty; and Myrtie, wife of 
R. B. Wallace. of Topeka, Kansas. 

KE. A. Vaughn was reared on the heme 


farm and educated in the public schools of 
37 


the neighborhood. He remained under the 
parental root until 1850, when he went to 
the Pacific coast by the overland route, the 
journey consuming nearly four months. He 
spent the frst winter lumbering im Oregon, 
on the Columbia river, and later became in- 
terested in mining on Robe river between 
Oregon and California, where he remained 
fOr sOme time, meeting with tar suecess. 
After three and one-half vears spent im the 
far west he returned to this county, and em- 
lor 
a number of vears he bought stock, which he 
drove to St. Paul and there disposed of 
the same, being quite successtul if that ett- 


barked in farming and stock dealing. 


terprise. He had a cattle stable where now 
stands the Nicollet Hotel—one of the largest 
hotels of Alinneapolis. II-era third af a cen- 
tury he continued to engage im the raising: 





of fine cattle and hogs, and the business 
is still carried on by his son, Wilham \W., 
whe now lives on the old heme farm, our 
subject having removed to Marion in 1&3. 
On coming io this county Mr. Vaughn en- 
tere] government Jand, and three vears 
later when the Jand eame into marker he 
He transformed the 
wild tract into a well-improved and valu- 


purchased his clams. 


able farm, and is stil the owner af over 
three hundred acres in) Marion townslnp. 
He has raised principally corn amd hay, 
reserving a portion of lus land for pasture, 
as he always kept a large amount of stock. 
He is now vice-president and director of the 
lirst National Bank of Marton, and is a 
financier of recogmized alylity. 

In 1858 Mr. Vaughn was united un 
marriage with Miss Lizzie Pierce, who was 
horn in Chester county, Pennsvivania, m 
March, 1838. 
nah Pierce, both died in the ’50s, the former 
at the age of fifty-three, the latter at the 


Her parents, Isaac and Han- 
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age of forty-five. They were members of 
the Society ot Friends and were lighly re- 
spected by all who knew them. Mrs. Vaughn 
is the fourth in order of birth im their fiam- 
ily of six eluldren and the only survivor. 

Lento our subject and lis wite have been 
(1) Laura 1. 
is professor of English literature 11 Lenox 
College, at Hopkinton, lowa, in which im- 
rtitution she has taught for thirteen vears. 


born five children. namely: 


aid she is considered the best in her depart- 
ment in the state. She alsy taught in a 
Afuntana college for two years, and was a 
missionary at Oeden, Utah, for ai tie. 
She is a2 graduate of Lenox College and 
Lake Forest University. and occupies a po- 
sition of nu little prominence in literary 
(2) Etta R. is the wite of Rer L. 


J. Groeneveld. a Presbyterian minister of 


circles. 


Butte, Montana, who is new traveling in 
Enrope, and they have twe eluldren, [liza- 
beth and John. (3) Wilham \W. is suecess- 
fully engaged in farming on the old home- 
steal in’ Alariyn township, known as the 


Wild \Vood farm, and js an extensive 
dealer in thoroughbred catile, hogs and 


chickens, and also keeps a fine lot uf horses. 
ide mascried Lucy, daughter of J.B. Scott. 
and they have four children, Floward, Ed- 
ward, Mary and Ruth. (4) Tsaae Merton 
died at the age of seven veurs. (5) Ar- 
thur [e. is a graduate of Lenox College and 
the Omaha Dheological School, and has re- 
cently been ordained as a minister of the 
Presbyterian church, leing now located at 
Hooper, Colorado. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn are active and 
praninent members of the Presbyterian 
church of Marion. in which he has served 
as a elder tor same years. In politics he 
is it Republican. For sixiv years he has 
heen a resident of Linn county, and has 





therefore witnessed almost its entire growth 
aid development. In its progress he has 
Inanifested a deep interest and has ever 
taken lis part in support of those measures 
cilculuted to prove of pubhe good. His 
stirtet ifeeriey ad) houorable dealing ‘in 
business conunend lin to the confidence of 
all; lis pleasant manner wins him friends; 
and he is one of the popular and honored 


eilizens of Alarion. 


JOSEPH. KOLTNY. 


The subject of this sketch, who ts the 
owner of a well-improved and valuable farm 
of four hundred acres on section 5, College 
lawnslip, was born in Bavaria, Germany, 
on the 20th of January, i851, a son of 
Frank and Catherine (Caloud) Koutny, 
alse iatives ot the same province. Lhe fa- 
ther, who was a farmer by veecupation, hed 
in that country, but the mother afterward 
came to America, and her death ocenrred 
They 
were the parents of five children, namely: 
Mary, wife of Joseph Nnorak, of Moravia, 
Austria; Frank, who lives with vur sul- 


1 College tuwnslup, this county. 


ject; aAnnie, who dicd in infancy; Katie, 
wife of Joseph Shimaulk, of Cedar Rapids; 
aud Joseph, of this sketch. 

Joseph Koutny attended the schools of 
his native land until thirteen vears ot age, 
and then learned the cabinet maker's trade, 
which he followed for six years. On the 
eXpiration of that period he came to the 
new world, sailing from Bremen to Balti- 
more, and immediately after landing he 


came west, locating in Iowa City, where he 


worked at Jus trade for a short time. He 
NEXt went to Solon, lowa, and was in the 
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employ of the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad as a laborer at rst, but 
later worked as a cabinet maker, remaiming 
there two years. Subsequently he spent a 
shart tune in Cedar Rapids. and then went 
to Denver. Colorade. where he worked at 
his trade for a couple of months, and then 
Here he pur- 


chased Hive acres ot land, and in connection 


returned to Cedar Rapids. 


with its operation he followed his trade for 
six vears. He then suld ls stock and bought 
eighty acres of his present farm in College 
paid thirty-two 
farming opera- 


tawnship. fur which he 


hundred collars. In lis 
thous he steadily prospered and added to 
his landed possessions until he now has 
four hundred acres of rich and arable land, 
which he has placed under excellent culti- 
vation, Lur sixteen years he also engaged 
in the dairy business, but sold out in 1897. 

Qn the 24th of Apml, 1875, Air. Keoutny 
Miss ate 
ures, a native of Bohemia, who is seventh 


Was umred in marrage with 
moarder of birth in a fantily ef eight ¢lul- 
dren who reached vears of maturity. At 
the age of erght years she came to the 
United States with her tather, George Bures, 
whe settled in Linn county, Jawa, and tol- 
lowed] 


farming 11] College townslup for 


suine years. He died at the age of sixty- 
four, Imt his widow is still living at the 
The children 
horn te Aly. ane Mrs. Noutny were Joseph, 
Who ated at the age of tlinee years; Frank 
and Enna, hoth at home: a daughter who 


ripe old age of eighty years. 


Med in infaney: Mary, at home: Josephine. 
who «ied at the age of two years aud a 
half: and George, whe is attending <chool. 
The family are e mnected with the Preshy- 
tenan church and are most estimable peo- 
ple. For the past four vears Mr. Koutny 
has been president of the Farmers Mutual 


Insurance Company of College township, 
and is recognizer as one of the mest pro- 
gressive, enterprising and reliable business 
men of his community. He is not identified 
with any poliueal party, but uses his right 
of franchise in support of the men and 
measures which he believes will best pro- 
mote the public wellare. 


: R 


lL S. HANNA. 


For many vears I. S. Hanna, of Corgen, 
was one of the active and progressive busi- 
ness men of this county, as well as one of 
its most reliable and honered citizens and 
he is now enjoying a well-earned rest, free 
from the cares aud responsibilities ot busi- 
ness A native of Pennsvivama, he 
was born in Fuvette county, September 14, 


life. 


T8435. but his parents only. resided there 
about two years when they moved back 
to Mahoning county, Ohio. where they had 
In 1854 lre came to Iowa 
and ALary 
located in Jackson county. 


formerly resided. 
with his parents, Henry D. 
Hanna, 
There the father worked at his trade, that 
of wagen making. until 1860, when he re- 


who 


moved to Clayton county, Iowa, and turned 
his attention to farming. Jn 1863 he came 
to Linn ecunty and purchased an unin- 
proved tract of land in Bowlder township 
for four dollars per acre, and at once com- 
In 1864, 


during the dark days ot the Rebellion, he eit- 


inenced ta improve the farm. 


listed in Company E. Twenty-seventh Lowa 
Volunteer Infantry. Jn the early part of 
his service he was injured by being thrown 
from a car. From the effects of that im- 
jury he was discharged in November, TRO4. 


After his return from the army he Jocated 
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at Hopkinton, Lowa, where the family had 
resided during lis absence. but resided 
there only a short time, and then returned 
to this county and resumed the operation 
of jus farm in Bowlder township. He sub- 
sequently engaged in farming on another 
place in that township until 1873, wnen 
he sold out and removed to Jones evunty. 
Iowa, where he carried on the merechandis- 
ing and creamery business and also bought 
There he resided un- 
ti his death, whieh occurred July 46, Sar. 
The mother of our subject had died in 
S49. and the tather subsequently wedded 
Miss Mary Dice. who departed this life Oc- 
tober 26, i8go0. By the frst union there were 
two cluldren: [. S.. our subject; and Martha 
A., whe died in infaney. The children born 


and shipped grain. 


vf the second marriage were Charles M., 
now a resident of Manehester. lowa; Clara 
Al., deceased; and Maggie |., a resident of 
West Liberty, lowa. 
cated in the publie schouls of this county. 

Like his father, 1. S. Hauna also decided 
to shoulder lis pin and fiehe for his coun- 


They were all edu- 


try im her hour of perv. Although only six- 
teen years ut age, he enlisted on the 15th 
of August, 1862. in Cumpany FE, Twenty- 
geventh Volunteer 
Colonel James Ll. Gilbert Captian 
thomas G. Drips. He was then living in 
Clavtion county, lewa. 


Lowi Intantry, under 


anid 


This regiment par- 
ticipated in many intportant engagements 
and a large iumber of skirmishes. inelud- 
ings the battles of Fort De Russy, Pleasant 
All, Wane River, Old Oaks aml Tupelo, 
Lousiana; Old Lown Creek. Mississippi; 
Nashville, wider General 
Thomas; and Fort Blakely, Alabama, tak- 


Hie 


‘Tennessee, 
part im the last nuned engagement 
April g. 1865.—the day of Lee's surrender. 
During the last ‘ten months of his serviee Vir. 
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1 the regimental brass 
band and plaved an E tlat istrument. He 
Was never wounded ner injured during: his 


Hanna was leader 


entire service, and when hostilities ceased 
was Immorably discharged at Cliton, Lowa, 
August $ 1865. 

Returning trom the war Mr. Hanna 
reyomed the fanuly im Linn county, they 
having located in Bowlder township dur- 
ing lis service. -\iter assisting Ins father 
on the farm fur a short time, he commenced 
work at the plasterers and stone imason’s 
trades, 
through the northeastern part of the county. 

On the r2th of December. 1868, Mr. 
Hanna married Miss Maria Green, a native 


folluwing those oceupations — all 


OF Dubuque county, in i845. and a daughter 
of Lhemas 2. and Merev (| laneoek ) Green, 
who were wnong the frst settlers to locate 
here. The father was born in 1805 and tol- 
lowed farming throughout his aetive Dust- 
He lived in the house in Coggon 
now occupied by or subject, it being the 
For a tuie he e- 
sided ir Delaware county, but returned to 


ness life. 
ole) Green homestead. 


this enunty and dived retired wrth lis chi- 
dren on the old hamestead util lis death, 
which oecurred Alay g, 1887. His wile 
hacl departeel this life on the rgch of No 
vember, i882. Lhe children bern to Alr. and 
Mrs. Hanna were Stella M.. who died at 
the age of twenty vears; Jessie L... wife of 
\. AW. Savage. of Cogeun; Cora, at home 
with her parents: and Elimer and Ethel, who 
both ched in intanev. 

Aiter his marriage Mr. Hanna com- 
meee farming in the western part olf 
Bawlder township, where he lived for twelve 
years, and then removed to Scotch Grove, 
fowa, where he engaged jn the creamery 
business with his brother fer a year. In 
1882 he came tu Coggon and built a cream 
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ery, Which he operated for six years, and 
in the iweantime entered into partnership 
with lis brother-in-law, A. PF) Green, m the 
general mercantile business and continued 
his connection with the store until June, 
i&yg. when he sold his interest in the husi- 
Besides 
his property in Coggon he still owns -the 
old farm in Bowlder township, consisting 


ness und has since lived retired. 


of une hundred ane twenty acres of rich 
am) aralite land. 

Politically Mr. Hanna was formerly a 
Republican. but is now a supporter of the 
He has never sought 
oficial lionurs, butt has served as school d1- 


Prohibition party. 


rector in) Coggon lor six years, and was 
S0- 
dilly he is a member of John Kyle Post. 
Bh 4575 Gy whe I. 


Is Wow 


secretary of the board for some ume. 


of Cuggon, of which he 
Both he and = lus 
wife are earnest and consistent members of 


quartermaster. 


the Christian churel of that place, whieh 
Was oreanized in 1866, and he is now semor 
elder vit He has always taken 
quite an active part in church work, and 


the <ame. 


has given his suppert to every enterprise 
cllenlated tu advance the moral, social or 
Inateriu welfare of lus towu and county. 


HUGH G. RICK: 


One of the busiest, most energetic and 
Most enterprising men of Cedar Rapids, 
Towa, is Hugh G. Riek, a prominent con- 
tractor and builder, who has met with ex- 
cellent suceess during his long residence here. 
He 
was borin Crawford cOUNEY, Pennsylvania, 
September 4. 1845, and is a son of Joseph 
and Ilizabeth (Gilliland) Rick, also natives 


CUvertig aver a quarter of a century. 
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of the Keystone state, where thev spent 
their entire lives. Uhe former was of Ger- 
the Jatter of Secitch descent. The 
father was also born in Crawiord county, 
aud in early life learned the blacksimuith’s 


W112i), 


trade, which he followed for some vears, 
lnt later turned his attention to agricultural 
He died in 1&78 when about 
Of lus seven clul- 


pursuits. 
seventy years of age. 
dren one son died in early childhood and a 
daughter died at the age of twelve vears. 
Those living are James, a farmer of Ohno; 
Hugh G., the subject of this sketch; George 
B.. who is engaged in farming on the old 
homestead in Pennsylvania: Uriah. a farmer 
of Ohio; and Ellen, wife of Henry Onates, 
a farmer of Pennsylvania. The eluidren 
all attended the public schools of Pennsyl- 
vania, but in their vounger days schools 
were far apart and teachers were scarce. 

By the reading of good and instructive 
books since leaving school Hugh G, Rick has 
practically educated himself and has be- 
come a well-informed man. He grew to 
manhood on the old homestead and with his 
father learned the blacksimith’s trade, at 
which he worked until the country became 
involved in civil war. In September, 1862, 
lre enlisted in Company B, Eighteenth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, when but eighteen )-cars 
of age, and remained in the service unut 
the cessation of hostilities, taking part in 
over eighty regular engagements and skir- 
mishes. These included some very wnport- 
ant battles, such as the engagements in the 
Shenandoah vallev, the battles of Gettysburg 
and the Wilderness, and the siege uf Peters- 
burg. Mr. Rick had a horse shot from 
under him in the battle of Gettysburg, and 
in the Shenandoah valley had a second 
horse shot and was knocked over by the 


force of a shell passing hun. After three 
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years of arduaus and faithful service he was 
discharged it July. 1865. and returned to 
jus heme in Pennsvivania, where he re- 
mained for a year, lis time and energies 
being devoted to learning the carpenter's 
trade. 

Mr. Rick then tollowed that pursuit in 
Wisconsin and AMlichigan, and subsequent- 
lv spent seven years in] Davenport, Lowa. 
Having a natural tendency for the trade, 
he soon became a very proficient work- 
mun, aud lor five vears engaged in con- 
tracting and building on his own account 
in Davenport, erecting many heuses in that 
citv. dn £875. seeing a good opening for 
his trade in Cedar Rapids, he located here, 
and worked for eighteen months for the 
TY. AM. Sinclair Packing Company. Since 
then he has engaged in contracting and 
building, and has been very busy. having 
all the work he can attend to. dfis specnidiy 
is residences, and he keeps a large force 
of carpenters, miasons and painters all the 
time, building Irom fifteen te thirty houses 
each vear and giving empleyvinent te about 
hftyv men. He has contined his work to the 
city. and as one oof the best known and 
Wiest successful of its contractors. On com- 
ng to Cedar Kapids i had a population ut 
only six thousand, and he has watched with 
pride and interest its growth until the city 
now contains twenty-seven thousand in- 
habitants. 

While at pai 
Rick was married in 2868 ta Miss Ellen 


Idgerton, \Visconsin, 
MO. Place, who was born in Vermont, but 
was reared] and educated near Chisago, and 
was then living in the Dadger state. They 
(1) Lillian, a graduate of 
the Cedar Rapids publie sehaols. is naw in 


live tWo sons: 


partnership with his father and resides in 


Kenwood, 


He 18 marrie] anid has four 
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children. Hugh. John, Alfred and Ellen, 
(2) Wilham E.. a carpenter working with 
his father, is married and las two children, 
Both Jearned their trade 
with their father aud have since been with 
hin. He has a pleasant home at 1211 Third 
avenue, Wiich he built i Igoo. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Rick 
has athhated with the Republican party, and 
though he has heen an aetive worker for its 
interests he has never cared for political 
preferment.  TFraternally he is a member 
of the Conuuercial Club of Cedar Rapids 
and the Odd Tellows Lodge. No. 141; 
the JEneampimenr. Patriarchs Millitant, and 
Rebekahs (I. O. O. F.), and of the T. Z 
Cook Post, G. A. R.; and religiously both 
he and lus wife are members of the Third 


Ray and Glenn. 


Presbyterian church. As a business man he 
Is a true type of weetern progress and e@n- 
terprise, and Tis suceess is due te his own 


His in- 


tegrity stands as an unquestioned fact mm lus 


well-direeted and energetic efforts. 


history—endowed by nature with a sound 
judgment and an aecurate. discrummniting 
mind, he hes net feared that lahertous at- 
tention to business su necessary to aclneve 
success, and this essential quality las ever 
been guided by a sense of maral right which 
would tolerate the employment only of the 
means that would bear the most rigid ex- 
amination, by a fairness of intention that has 


neither sought nor required cdiagutse. 


JOHN CHRISTMAN. 


For over a third of a century this gen 
tlenan was prominenily identified with the 
canmmercial interesis ot 


zal. anthustrial 


Springville, and probably did more than any 








JOHN CHRISTMAN. 


ay 


Ee 
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other ane ian t) advance the general wel- 
fare aud secure the material development ot 
the village. He was barn near the tuwn ot 
Cleinon, Provinee of the Lorre. France, on 
the 23 of January, 1826, and im 1831 came 
to the United States with his father, Peter 
Christman, who was also a native of that 
conntry. He married J witz. 
They first located in New Jersey, and from 
there removed to Pennsylvama, where they 
spent five years. In January, 1837. they 
caine to Dubuque, Iowa, and the father 
erected the first stew saw and grist mill at 
Peter Christman, Sr., the tather 
of or subject and Peter, lus brother, built 


Margaret 


that place, 


ahout five mills in eastern Lowa, but later m1 
life he gave his attention to agmeultural 


pursuits. 


When a voung man John Christman eu~ 


about 
four vears, and while thus employed gained 


gaved in clerking in) Dubuque for 
a gol practical knowledge of mereantle 
pursuits. Subsequeutly he did a wholesale 
for same 


Liter he worked for ene vear on a 


businesss on lis own account 
years. 
farm and spent about a vear in Colorado 
and the Rocky mountains. At the end of 
that time he returned to Dubuque and re- 
simed clerking. In 1857 during the panic 
he was financially rumed and obliged to 
dein start at the bottain of the ladder. 
\While a resident of that city Mr. Christ- 
man was married, August 8. 1852. to Afiss 
Elizaheth Berg, whe was born in Hesse- 
Darmstadt, Germany, September 73. 1830, a 
daughter of John and Cecilia Berg. Her 
father was bern in the same province 10 
1777, and was a great friend ot Napoleon, 
In 3835 he emigrated to the new world 
and located near Pittshure, in Butler county, 
Pennsylvania. where he engaged in farm 
He there im 


Ng for some vears. died 


aos 


—— 


184g, and his wife, whe survived him seme 
years, pased away at the same place in 1865, 
and was laid to rest by his side. 

Mrs. Christman went to Duburue in 
1850, and there gave her hand im marriage 
to our subject as previously stated. Unto 
them were born nine children, namely: 
Augustus John, born May 5, 1853. died July 
21, 1856. Leonard B. is represented ot 
another page of this work. Tlarry Augustus, 
horn June 3g. 1858, died Feb. 11, 1861. 
Mary Margaret, the wite of CN. Peck, 
born December 2, 1860, died) December 10. 
1892. Elizabeth Cecilia, born November 6, 
1862, is the wife of C. W. Daniels. of 
Springville. Frank M., born Aug. 12, 1865, 
and died June 15. 1899. Fanny L., born 
Oct. 28, 186y, is the wite of .\. L. Fhrule, 
of Springville, who is a well-known news- 
paper man of eastern lowa. Jacob I1., borin 
Oct. 2, 1873, now a reident of Fittshury, 
Pa., but is now attending a course of lectures 
at a medical college in Cineinnatti, Ohio. 
Anna B., born March 10, 1877, is the wife ot 
F. M. Hann, of Springville. 

In Mareh, 1862 Ar. Christman came 
to Linn county and took up his residence in 
Springville, when it was hut a cross roads 
village containing only one store and a 
few shanties. In partnership with his 
brother Peter, he erected a store build- 
ing and embarked in genera! inerehan- 
which they carried on together 
for some years, but 
purchased the interests of lis brother Peter 
and continued to conduct the business until 
his death. He also served as depot agen 
for several years, and was interested in the 


dising, 


Jater our subject 


grain trade, lumber amt coal. owning and 
conducting an elevator at Springville for 
some vears. He continued. in active business. 
ip to the time of his death i L89Q, 
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and bore a very active part in the growth 


anc development of the village by the 


ereetion of numerous business houses and 


residences. He started ont in life for him- 
self with no capital, and through his own 
untiring Jabor and tinlomiutable persever- 
ance uaccimmulated a large estate. owing 
several farms and much town property. Tn 
about i871. with his son. 1. Bo. he started 
a private bank, the Springville, 
which they conducred ‘for about Hfteen vears. 

Mr. Christman died on the 26th uf Octo: 
her, 188g. honored and respected by all who 


first in 


knew him. He was a prominent member of 
the Odd Fellows Society, was a Knight 
Templar Alason, and an honored member of 
Springville Ledge. Marion Chapter and 
Parnes Commandery, and served both in 
an official capacity. Although This sehvol 
privileges were limited in eariv life, he be- 
qiune a well-intermed man, and by extensive 
travel throughout the United States, from 
the \tlantic to the T'acific. he gained a good 
practical knowledge of men and atfairs. He 
Wits pre-cnunently public-spirited, and took 
a deep and commendable tuterest in every- 
thing caleulated to prove of public benefit. 
Pleasant and genial in manner he was popu- 
lar both in business and social eireles. anc 
the poor and needy alwavs found in him a 
friend. He also gave liberally to all publie 
enterprises, iuid assisted in building several 
churches. The funeral services were con- 
ducted by Patmos Commandery, K. Tomany 
Masons trom a distance being present. 


a 
JOEN EE. WERRAY, 


This well-known and successful railroad 
contrctor, who is the senior member of the 
tim of Murray Brothers, was bern on the 


es, 


iotlh af Alay, 1841. if Montreal, Canada. 
His parents, Thomas and Ann ( Keating) 
Alurray, were natives of Treland, and at 
an early day emigrated to Canada, For 
a short tine the father was engaged in 
the brewing busmess in Montreal and then 
became foreman in quarries, from which 
was liken the stone for the “Queen's bridge” 
at that place. In 1845 he returned to Ire 
land. but nine months later we again find 
He was fore- 
Man on the construction work on the Grand 


Hint a resident of Canada. 


Trunk Railway, making lis home at this 
tune «ta farm near the eity of Montreal. 
In October, 1855, he came to the United 
States and located in Florence township, 
Benten county, lowa. where le bought land 
ald engaged in farming until his removal to 
Lani county in the spring of i871. After 
Jollowing the same oeeupation im Clinton 
township for four years, he retired from 
active labor and removed to Cedar Rapids, 
Where he made lis home until called to hs 
fal rest on the f2th of Alarch, 1886, at 
Lhe age of seventy-eighrt vears. His wife 
died November 17, :892, at the age of sév- 
enly-three. They were the parents of ten 
children. of whom ume reached maturity, 
namely: Wolham, who died in Benton coun- 
ty at the age of twenty-two wears; Juln 
E.. our subject; Elizabeth, wife of Frank 
Wear, of Omaha. Nebraska; Mary, wife of 
Michael Broderick, of Harrisén county, 
Towa: Thomas I., died in Cedar 
Rapids in 898; Maggie, widow of C. H. 
Usher and a resident of Cedar Rapids; 
Charles P.. who is in partnership with our 
subject: Jennie, who lives with Mfrs. Brod- 
erick: ad Anna F.. wife of Eugene Quinn, 
of Cedar Rapids. 

The subject of this review began Is 
education in the sehools of Montreal, and 


W lits 





J. E. MURRAY. 
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after the removal of the family to this state 
he continued his studies in the common 
schools of Benton county. He remained 
on the home farm until twenty-nine years 
of age, when he began contracting alone, 
his first work being grading for the bur- 
lineton, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota Rail- 
road between Cedar Falls. 
He has since done a large amount of work 
for the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & North- 
en Railroad; the Chicago & Northwestern; 
the Fremont. Elkhorn & Missouri Valley m 
Nebraska and Dakota. especially in the Black 
Wills: the Chicage. Burlington & Northern 
wp the east bank of the Mississippi river. 
now a part of the Clicago, Burlington & 
Quite svstem: the Chicago. Milwaukee 
& St. Paul: the Clicago & Alton on new 
eonetruerion in Missouri: and the Chicago, 
Burlington & Quiney Railroad. In r8se 
Mr. Murray's brother, Charles P., became 
associated with hint in business under the 
firm name af Murray Brothers, and they 
are may knewn as the leading railroad con- 
At present they 
are engaged in the construction of a branch 
for the Wabash Railroad in Ohio. They 
frequently give emplayment to five or six 


Waterlog and 


tractor: in this seetwuiti. 


hundred men. and have had as high as seven 
hundred and Afty people and four hundred 
and fifty teams at work for them. John 
FE. Murray was one of the first stockholders 
and directors of the Security Savings Bank. 
and has been identified with various cor- 
He has alsu done con- 
siderable huilding in Cedar Rapids, and has 


porate companies, 


done much to advance the imerests of his 
adipted city along various lines. 

On the 16th of Mav. 1876. Mr. Murray 
was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
Culkin, a daughter of Miehae! Culkin, of 
Rockford, Illinois. and to them were born 


eight children, as follows: Mary: Wall- 
iam T., who is a graduate of St. Mary's 
College, Kansas, and is now with Wis ta- 
ther in business; Helen C.; Maude; Jehn 
A.; Leo; Edward; and Donald. 
have a beautiful home at 727 Titth avenue. 
and they are communicants of the Chureh 
of Immaculate Conception. Mr. Murray 
usually votes with the Democratic party 
Lut is not strictly partisan, thengh he al- 
ways takes a deep and cammendable mter- 
est in public affairs. 
and citizen he stands high in public esteem. 


The family 


As oa business man 





E. J. HAWKINS. 


For many years this gentleman was: 
actively identified with the agricultural and 
comercial interests of Linn county, and 
having met with excellent success Mm busi- 
ness affirs he is now living a retired liie 
ness affairs he is nuw living a retired lite 
ship, enjoying the fruits of former toil. 
He was born in caunty Kent in the south 
vi England, January 27, 1826, and 
son of Edward and Susanna (Bradley) 
Hawkins, natives of Yorkshire and county 
Kent, respectively. When about twenty 
years of age the father removed to the lat- 
fer place. where he was married, and con- 


is @ 


tinued to make his home until his emigration 
to America. .\s a contracter he construct- 
ed many of the roads in that part of the 
country, and for some time had charge ot 
the road between Roundsgate and Market, 
4 distance of six miles. He brought his 
family to the United States when our sub- 
ject was ten years old, and locatecd| in 
Geanga county, Ohio. where he purchased 
a farm, making his home thereon until 


called to his final rest at the age of sixty- 
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seven years. His widow survived him a 
number of years, and died at the same place 
at the ave of seventy-eight. They were the 
parents of four children, namely: 
ceased; Mary, widow of Merritt Thayer and 
a resident of Oluo; E. J., our subject: aud 
William, a resident of Lee county, [Hlieis. 

Mr. Hawkins. of this review, attended 


Jane, de- 


schyol in lis native land, but his educa- 
tlie 
greater part of his educatiyn was obtained 


tional advantages were jinited, anid 
by reading and observation in later veurs. 
After coming to this country he and his 
brother assisted his father m clearing away 
the tiuuber front his land and he worked 
hard trom the age of ten vears until his 
ror hire 
months he attended schuol in Ohiv, the 
school house being built of logs with slab 


retirenent a few years ago. 


benches and a puncheon floor. 

Alr. Hawkins remained at home unul 
he was married June 13. 1847, to Alrss Eliza 
J. Brainard, a native of Cuyahoga county, 
Oluo, of which her parents were pincers, 
having removed thither from New York at 
an early dav. By this umon were burn mune 
children, namely: Adeline I... widow vl 
John Bumgardner and a resident of Alis- 
suurt; Alary Jane and Edward Dradley, 
both deceased ; John B., who is engaged in 
the butcher business in Cedar 
William Joseph, who died in infancy; 
Rachel, wife of William Diehl, af Tama 
county, Iowa; fusephine L., wife af Arm- 
strong Aliner, ef Putnam townslip, this 
county; Worthy W., a resident of Cedar 
Rapids; and Alinme, wife of Salon Bicking, 
of the sine place. The mother of these 
children died April 2r. 


Rapauls; 


1805, and her re- 
miwuins were interred m1 Oak Hill cemetery, 
Cedur Rapids. 

On the 13th of June, r86y. Me. Tlawkins 
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tarrie] Ars. Frances A. Peters, whose first 
Peters, a farmer of 
She is a 
native of Bohenua and a daughter of An- 


hushaud was James 
Clinton township, this county, 


theny Petcka, who was one of the early 
settlers of this county and was engaged 
In farming in Putnam township for many 
He died in 1893, at the age of 
ee hiy-fwo., 


vears, 
He was twice married and was 
Mrs. Hawkins 
is one of the two born of the orst union. 


the lather of eight cluldren. 


By his second marrage our subject had 
Frank, who died 
at the age uf twenty vears; Tred A.. who 
yperates a part of his father’s farm; Lucy 


four children, namely : 


AL., at home; and Roy Aliles, who 1s assist- 
ing i the wperation of the home place. 
Mr. Hawkins came west in 1856, the 
trip being made by ratlroad, which had just 
been luilt. He located near Rechelle, in 
Lee county, Llineis, where he purchased 
land and engaged ia humming until 4860, 
when he came ty Cedar Rapids, lowa. Here 
he carried on the wood and stone business 
lor ten years, aid then removed to College 
township, where he bought forty acres ol 
land and again turned lis attention to ag- 
\s time passed aud he 
prospered in business he added to his prop- 
erty until he had three Inmdred and fhfty- 
one acres, one hundred and twenty of which 
he has since sold to his son, Pred A. While 
enyvaged in sarmine he gave the greater 
part of his attention to the raising and teed- 
ing of stock for market, selling the same 
to TV. AL Sinclair & Company, of Cedar 
Rapids. 


ricultural pursuits, 


For a time he was interested m 
the butcher business in that city, owning 
two shops, one of which, on the west side, 
his son and J. Brainard now have charge 
Asa business man he was energetic, prompt 
and notably reliable, and was able to carry 
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forward to successful compleuion whatever 


he undertouk, After a Jong, busy and use- 
ful life he can well afford to lay aside all 
business cares, and spend the remainder of 
his life i ease and quiet. In politics he is 
indepemlent, voting for the men whom he 
believes best qualihed for office, regardless 


of party hues. 


ALPHONSE FRANCHERE. 


In this enlightened age iviten men of 
energy. industry and merit are rapidly push- 
ing their way te the front, those w ho, by 
their own individual eflorts, have won favor 
and fortune. max more properly clan recog- 


mtion. Lo this class belongs Alphonse 
Franehere, who in connection with Ins 


Brother, O. J., is proprietor of the Fait,— 
a large department store of Cedar Rapids. 
He came to this place in 1885, and has since 
been prominently identified wath its mer- 
cantile miterests. 

was bern in Chicago, 
Minois, on the ath of February, 1861, and 
is a son of David and Matilda (Moffit) 
Franchere, both natives of Montreal. Can- 
ada. Lhe mother died when our subject 
was a small boy. 


Mr. Franehere 


leaving nine children, of 
Whom five are still living, namely: Mrs. 
&) ; Tes : : “leant 

PLU. Magnan and Mrs. N. F. Chimeuy, 
hoth residents of Chicago; Oscar J.. 


Gsahriel a mer- 


who is 
With our subject in business; 
cham of Chicago; Alphonse, of this review, 
and Napoleon &., 
lowa. 


a resident of Mason City, 
Euclid died in Chicago in 1871. and 
two others died in early childhood. The 
mother’s death occurred in 1863. when she 
Was thirty-nine years of age. “The ancestors 
of our subject were of French extraction. 
His paternal grandparents hath died in Chi- 
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cago in 1864, when well advanced in years. 
All of their children lived to be over sev- 
enty-eight years of age, and one daughter 1s 
still living in Chicago. Our subject's father, 
en- 
Canada =m, 


who was the youngest of this fanuly, 
gaged in merchandising in 
early life, and about 1859 removed to Cli- 
cago, where he conducted a crockery store 
teu cleath, 
which occurred in r8g8. when he was s¢ven- 


until about vears before Ins 


tv-eight years of age. He was a sell-edur 
cated man, and in business affairs was quite 
successful. 

Like the other 
Alphouse Franchere 
public schools of Chicago. 
tained their business education in the lurge 
mereattile establishinent of Marshall Field 
& Company of that city. On leaving that 
firm our subject sought a location with the 
view of embarking in business tor himselt, 
and finally decided on Cedar Rapids, where 
he settled in 1885. Having but small capital 
he opened a shoe store. and as he became 
familiar with the wants of his customers 
he gradually enlarged his stock as fast as his 
began bitsi- 


children of the tamily 
was educated in rhe 
The sons all ob- 


resources would permit. He 
ness at No. 212 First 
only about one-third of the space he 
has, and two years later upened a dry gurls 
and faney goods department at No. 244. 
In 18Xg he again enlarged his store by an 
addition forty ieet square and two stories 
high, and also increased his steck. dn 
1&gt he secured the adjmming store room, 
No. 216. and converted his establshment 
department store. carrying 


avenue, occupVviig 


Haw 


info a regular 
everything found in a first-class general 
store with the exgeption of heavy hardware. 
In 1894 he was joined by Ins brother Oscar 
J., from Chicago, and two years later sold 


ta him the crockery. groceries and household. 
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goods departments, which nuw occupy No. 
218-220-222, while our subject has the re- 
munder of the stock in Nos. 212-214-216. 
Re carries a fine line of drv goods, millinery, 


shees, clothing. gents’ furnishing gnods. 
furs, carpets, ete. On the second tloor he 


has hve reoms devoted to bargain counters, 
while the six ruvoms on the third Noor are de- 
voted exclusively to the mail order depart- 
Mr. Francheére 
chased sixty feet 1 the rear of Nos. 282. 


ment. has reeetly pur- 
2(4 and 2160 First avenue. where he ts 
building a warehouse fur storage purpuses. 
The Fair, by whieh name their store is 
known, ts fitted up with all modern improve- 
ments in-the way of heating, lighting. ete, 
and weld be a eredit to a city much larger 
than Cedar Rapids. It occupies the property 
from 212 to 226 First avenue. By adver- 
ising extensively, the firm have secured a 
Jarge trade from several of the adjoining 
states, and also trom New Mexico and Culo- 
rade, They have one hundred and fifty 
emploves on their pay roll, and keep eight 
delivery wagons and fourteen horses. Ther 
business has grown so rapidly that for the 
year igor it will undoubtedly amount to 
The brothers 
own property at 216 and 2r8 Virst avenue 


at quarter of a imillion datlars. 


occupted by their business. 
noe identified 
with any political party, but at local elec- 
tions votes for the men whem he believes 
best qualified to fll the offices. 


Alphonse Franchere is 


Fraternally 
he is a menther of the Benevolent Protective 
Order of Ieiks aud the Conmereial Club 
at Cedar Rapids. 
Interest in autdoor sports, sueh as baseball, 


He takes cousideralle 


hieveling and horse raging, and is what may 
He Iuitit 
the Athletic Park. which has since been sold 
to the Carnival Association, with which he 


be termed a baseball enthusiast. 
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Is connected, and he is also a stockholder 
wt the Auditerium His first 
thoughts are always for the city of his adop- 
th. and he has been a liberal contributor 
to all enterprises which he believed would 
prove of public benefit. He also gives free- 
Ivo te charitv, putting his donations where 
Pieasanit and 
vemal by nature, he makes hests of friends 


Building. 


they will do the most good. 


wherever he eves, and has been a welcome 
addition to the business interests of Cedar 


Kapids. 


Me Ts WLI. 


Nv man is better known in the northern 
part of Linn eounty than “Squire Albert 
Willis, whe was one of the early. settlers 
a! Jackson township, having lucated there 
In i855 betore the village of Coggon was 
He was born in Franklin coun- 
ry. Afassaclutsetts. September 17, 1831, a 
son of George W. and Esther (Smith) 
Willis. also natives of that county, where 


cstablishect. 


the futher carried on business as a clothier 
in early days. He also engaged in farming 
and run a small cloth factory. Coming west 
in TS54 hte settled in Linn county, lowa, 
mn othe southwest quarter of section 16, 
Jackson township, where he tollawed farm- 
ing until his death. which occurred on the 
J4th of April. B67. His wife died May 8, 
i87y. here were six children born to them, 
namely: Sarah, who died in infaney; A. 
L.. our subject; Sarah, deceased wife of 
Wilham Henderson, who was a prominent 
iarmer of Jackson township; Frank, also 
eeceased: Carrie L.. wife af \W. L. Brown, 
of Tustin, California: and Aurelia H., wife 
wf I J. Martin, a painter of Coggou. All 
were educated in the common schools, and 
the daughters all engaged in teaching 1m 





A. L. WILLIS. 


= 


4 
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the public schools of fackson township for 
a THNe. 

On reaching manhuud A. L. Willis was 
united in marriage with Miss Laura P. 
White. of Berkshire county, Massachusetts, 
« daughter of J. White and .\lice Pease 
White, the former being a shoemaker by 
trade aud spent lis entire life in that state. 
By this union were born nine children, hve 
of wham are now jiving. namely: Frank 
R,, 
California, who is now serving as district 
attorney of Lus Angeles county; Afinnie e., 


a prominent lawyer of Lys -\ngeles, 


wile ot Thomas Ilenderson, a prosperous 
farmer of Jackson tewnship, this county; 
Alice M.. wife of John Dix, a farmer of 
Wright county, Iowa; Fred E.. a farmer 
of Lake Mark, Dickinsun county, Iowa; and 
Jessie J, wife of FF. E. Dutton, a harness 


maker of Coggou. Those deceased were 
Bertha, Vietoria, Nellie and Carrie. 
Alr. Willis came west in 1855. aml on 


Janding in Dayenport, Jowa, found that he 
had but three dollars in his pocket with 
Which to begin life in this state. Locating 
mn Alt. Vernon and Marion he worked at 
the shuemaker’s trade in those places tur one 
year, and then removed tu Springville, where 
he was similarly emploved for abvut five 
years, ad condueted a retail boor and shoe 
business. In the spring of r86f he bought 
& farm on section 16, Jackson township, 
lormerly owned by his father. iui ta the 
inprovement and cultivation of that place 
he devuted his energies until 1863. This he 
Wisposed of and bought 160 acres of im- 
Proved lave in seetion 16, which he still 
ewns, where he resided fron: 1875 to 18835, 
meeting with goud success in kis farniung 
operation. He then remover to Coggon and 
embarked in the grocery business, which 
he earried on for four years, ai] since sell- 


He still owns 
his farm of one hundred and sixty acres in 
Jackson township, and also has one store 
building and two houses in Coggon, which 
he rents, besides his own pleasant residence. 
Ide has money out on interest. and ts a stock- 
holder aud director of the Cuggon State 
Bank, and also a stockholder of the Coggon 
creamery. -All of this property has been 
acquired through his own well-directed ef- 
forts, and his life is a living ilustratron 
of what ability, energy and force of charac- 
ter can accomplish. It is to such men that 
the west owes itS prosperity, its 
progress and its advancement. 

As a Republican Mr. Willis takes quite 
an active interest in political affairs, ancl lias 
served lis fellow citizens as justice of the 
peace for eight vears and two years as mayor 


ing out has lived retired. 


rapid 


of the village, and has served as couneil- 
man, with the exception of one vear, since 
the incorporation of the village, filling the 
last named office at the present tune. He 
has also served in several minor positions. 
His estimable wife is a member of the Cun- 
gregatival churel of Jackson township. 


WALTER GATER. 


Among the veterans of the Civil war 
residing in Linn county probably none star 
higher in public esteem than Walter Gaater, 
who is now living a retired life in Coggon. 
He was born in London, England, on the 
Sth of April, 1841, a son of Lewis and 
Mary Ann (Aldred) Gater, also natives of 
that country, where the father resided until 
1844, and then came to America. For hve 
years he made his home in New York City 
and then returned to London, and remained 
there one year. In 1850 he brought luis faim- 
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ily to the United States, and agai took 
up his residence in New York City, where 
he worked as a painter and paper hanger 
for a short time. Later he was emploved 
at the bookbinder’s trade until 1857. when 
he came west and settled in Bowlder toswn- 
ship. Linn county, Iowa, where he was en- 
eaged in farming until the spring of 1863. 
He next nade his home in Anamosa, lowa, 
fur two vears, while he followed the house 
printer's trade, and then removed to St. 
Louis, Missouri, where he was engaged 1 
house and steamboat painting for three 
yeurs. \r the end of that ime he returned 
to Linn county. Iowa. and made Ins heme 
with our subject in Jackson tewnslup until 
his death in r890. His wite had dhed in 
1875. leaving three children: Walter, ut 
this sketch: Louisa, deceased wite of Albert 
Grant, who is now living retired in Nansas 
Citv. Missouri, though their two children, 
Cora Bishop and Nellie Nineaid. reside in 
Cedar Rapids, lowa; and George W., a 
farmer of Girard. Kansas. who died Apri 
5, [gol 

Walter Gater received only a common 
scheol education during lis bovhocdl and 
trade 
father in New York city, working at the 


learned the book Invader s with lus 


saine for two years. He then accompanied 


his parents on their removal to this 
county, and was engaged in farming 


in Bowlder township until after the Civil 
war broke out. Having a love tor lis 
country, 


W622. in Company G, Twenty-fourth Jowa 


adlupted he enlisted in August, 
Volunteer Infantry, and was under the com- 
miu of Colonel Byatt, Captanr Vinson and 
Captain Smith. 
laree number of hattles and skirmishes, and 
during the ght at Champion Hills. Missis- 
sippi, May 16, 1863, he was severely wound- 


Hie Gmina Was if a 
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ed by a musker ball in the right shoulder, 
and was in the hospitals at Alemplhis, Benton 
Barracks, St. Louis. and Jefferson Barracks. 
At the last named place he was honorably 
discharged -\pril) 28. 1864. lus discharge 
“Was engaged 
in the battle of Champion Hill, Mlississippi, 
and en Mav 16, 1863. was severely wound- 


papers reading as Follows: 


ed. Tle was a trae and brave soldier as per 
endorsement ou descriptive roll, signed by 
William W. Smith, Captain of Company G, 
Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry.” Mr, Gater 
returned to his home in Bowlder township, 
this county, but in the fall of 1864 again 
went to Jefferson Barracks. St. Louis, where 
he was employed in the goverument hospital 
until the close of the war in 1865. He was 
then connected with the gquartermaster's de- 
partment until 1867, when he again returned 
hyme and resumed farming. 

In 1872 Mr. Gater married Miss Susan- 
da Revonolds, of Jackson township, Uns coun- 
v, who was born January 27, £545, 4 
daughter of Jacob J. and Parnieha ¢Cheno 
weth) Reynolds, both now deceased. Het 
father was a farmer of Jackson township. 
Cur subject and 
his wife have two children: Willie Lytton, 
horn Mareh 28, 1874: and Eva May, born 
October. 6, 1879. Both are at heme and 
the older ig now teaching school in J:ly, 
and Eva attending selol ar Cornell College, 
Aft. Vernon, Lowa. 

Mr. Gater followed farming in Bowlder 
tawuship until Mareh, 1893, when he re 


tv 


where le located i 1853. 


moved to Coggon and las since lived te 
tired, although he does a little speculating 
He still owns a fine farm of one 
hundred) ane seventy-five acres 1 Jackson 


11 lanel. 


townslip and has a nice residence In ihe 
Politically he 1S 


Fra- 


southern part of Coggon. 
ulentihed with fhe Repulbhean party. 
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ternally lie Is a meinber of the blue lodge 
of Masonry at Coggon. In manner he is 
pleasant and gemal, and his muiny sterling 
qualities command the respect: and conf- 
hun 


dence of all, and have secured tor 


the high regard of a large circle ot triends. 


—$—$<$—»-—__—_—_- 


{AMES M. PENNINGTON. 


This early settler and highly respected 
citizen of Otter Creek township, residing 
on section t4. was born in Fairheld county, 
Ohio, on the gth of August, 1830, and 1s 
ason ol Isaac and Sarah (Davis) Penning- 
ton. natives uf New Jersey and Peunsy!- 
When our subject was 
seven. years of age the family removed to 
Illinois. where the 
mother died at the age of thirty-six years, 


vanla, respectively. 


Cainherlind = eygunty, 
leaving two children, of whom James AL 1s 
the elder. His sister, Naney .Ann, 1s now the 
widew of Hezekiah Rubey, who followed 
farming in Uhnois throughout hfe, and she 
is a resident of Cumberland county, that 
state. Shere ahe father vf our subject died 
at the ripe old age of eighty-five years. He 
also made tarming his life occupation. 

In 1846 James MM. Pennington returned 
to Olio, and remained there ustl coming 
to Linn county, Iowa, in 1853. Locating 
i Otter Creek tawnship, he purchased torty 
acres of land where the village of -\lburnett 
how stands, and another forty-aere tract 
Where the depot of that village is located. 
On selling that place he removed to La- 
lavette, in the same township, where he 
Was engaged im farming tor twelve years 
aud then went Grove. 
he made his nineteen 


to Jong where 


heme for years. 
He continued to follow farming at the 


latter place, and also conducted a grocery 


store for four vears and served as post- 
He wis a trustee 
one term and school director for nine terms. 


master tar eleven years. 


In 884 he removed to lis present farm on 
section T4. Ouer Creek township, where le 
owns and wperates eighty acres of rich farm- 
ing land. Here he has served as road super- 
visor for four terms and district director for 
nine years. His official duties have always 
been must capably and satisfactorily per- 
formed, and he takes quite an active and i 
fluential part in public affairs. 

At Lafayette, this county, im 1854, Aly. 
Pennington married Afiss Elizabeth Ann 
Tence, a daughter of Adam and Flora Ann 
(Ilauna) Pence. Her early lite was passed 
upon her father’s farm in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, and she obtained her education m 
the district schools of that locality. .\fter 
the death of her mother, which occurred im 
that state, she came with her father to 
He died in Linn county 

By occupation he was a 


Towa m1 1851. 
three years later. 
farmer. Mrs. Pennington is nuw the only 
one living ina family of four children, At 
un early age she became interested in 
churel work and has always lived an earnest 
Christian life. She is a waman of iitelli- 
gence and rehnement, who has endeared 
herself to all her friends by her Christian 
character and her devotion to her family. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Permmngton are mei- 
bers of the Christan church, and while a 
resident of Lafayette he served as deacon tor 
ahout five years. 

Seven elildren were bern to AIr. and 
Alrs. Pennington, namely: (1) Eugema 
lied at the age of two years. (2) lugene 
died at the age of fourteen. (3) Flora 1s 
now the wife of James van Aken, a farmer 
of Belleville. Kansas. and they have one 
child, Iva. (4) Frank. a painter ot Central 
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City, this county, married Lottie Read, and 
they have three children, Frank R., Vivian 
and Wayne. (5) Maxon, born an Otter 
Creek township. July 5, 1866, has spent lus 
entire lité in this county, and is now operat- 
ing his father’s farm. On the 7th of Ieb- 
ruary, 1897, he was married in Maine town- 
ship, to Miss Margaret .\. Neal, a daugh- 
ter of Wiley and Harriet (Jones) Noah, 
Atter a 
long and lingering illness she died of con- 


farming people uf that township. 


sumption, Marel 12, Tsyg, leaving one child, 
Ariel Garheld, who was born .\ugust 1, 
iXg8. She was an active and faithful mem- 
ber of the Christian chureh. a devoted wife 
and loving mother, and was greatly loved by 
all who knew her. (6) James G. married 
Mertie Fleming, daughter of Wiliam Ilen- 
ing, of Otter Creek 
in Alburnett, where he follows the pasuter 3 
trade. ; 


tuwnship, and resides 


(7) Bertha Ie. died at the age ot 
eight years. 
ee 


AMOS BRENEMAN. 


This honored veteran of the Civil war 
citizen of Alarion, 
whose home is on the corner of eighth 
avenue and Sixth street, was born w= Lait- 
caster county, Pennsylvania, April 15. 1834, 
and is a ot Jacob and Elizabeth 
(Hershey) Breneman, also natives of the 
IWeystone state, and representatives of two 
of its old families. 
a farmer by occupation, came west in 1847, 
when Marion was quite small and Cedar 
Rapids had not yet sprung into existence. 
An uncle of our subject conld then have 
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of 
land in what is now the center of the latter 
city. for fifteen hundred dotiars. but the 


and jighly esteemed 


sof 


The father. who was 


sail was so sandy he abandoned the idea. 


The fanuly located between Mt. Vernon and 
Lisbon, not far fram the tormer city, where 
the lather died about the ist of January, 


N65. at the age of fifty-eight vears. The 
mother who was born i 1812, passed away 


both 
of the United Brethren church and most 
-\inus 15 the oldest of 
their ten children, four of wham are still 
living. 


in. #553. were consistent members 


estimable people. 


Amos Greneman accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal to this county and 
completed his education in che Mt. Vernon 
College, taking only a partial course how- 
ever. While attending schol in winter he 
devoted the summer months to learning the 
carpenters trade, and alse aided in the work 
of the farm. especially during harvest. He 
Has built many louses throughout the cotn- 
ty, aid as a carpenter was employed on the 
college buildings at Alt. Vernon. 

In 1862, during the dark days of the 
Rebellion, Atv. Brenemian joined the boys 
in blue of Company F, Twenty-tourth Lowa 
Volunteer Infantry. The Arse engagement 
he witnessed was the battle of Grand Gullt, 
which was fought under General Grant, 
whoin he then saw fer the first time. He 
participated in the battles ol Fert Gibson 
and Champion Hills, the siege or Vicks- 
burg and Jackson: and then accompanied 
General Banks on the Red River expedition. 
He was taken prisoner at Saline Cross 
Roads with about eleven hundred men be- 
sides thuse detailed to care for the wound- 
ed, and was lirst sent to Camp Lickskillet, 
but shortly atterward was transterred to 
Camp lord, where he remained about four 
months, and then sent to Camp Gross. He 
was at Houston, Texas, for a time, but 
was at Camp Gross when paroleil, having 
been held a prisoner from the Sth of April, 
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1864, until the 15th of the following De- 
cember, During that time he manufactured 
rings, cures, etc., which he sold to the rebels 
and thus did not suffer for food, such as it 
was. After being paroled the prisoners 
avere taken to Galveston, and from there by 
boat to New Orleans, where they spent 
six weeks, before being sent tu Governor's 
Island, New York. On finally reaching the 
parole camp at -\nnapohs, Alr. Breneman 
was granted a thirty days’ furlough, which 
he spent at home. He then reported for 
duty at St. Louis, where he encled his sol- 
dier's career. 

The following two years Mr. Breneman 
spent on a fruit farm near Iowa City, and 
at the end of that time purchased a saw- 
mill en Otto creek, which he operated for 
seven. vears. He then came to Marion, 
where he assisted in running an agricult- 
ural iuplement store for a time, and has 
since cngaged in carpenter work, house 
moving. bridge building, and all kinds of 
mechanical work. He has built hundrads 
of Dridges throughout the county, and 1s 
considered an excellent workman. 

On the 16th of December, 1858, Mr. 
Breneman married Miss Susan Gauby, a 
native ot Berks county, Pennsylvania, and a 
daughter of Benjamin and Esthe Gauby, 
who were also born in that state and came 
to lowa in 1854. locating at Lishon, of 
Which place the father is still an honored 
resident and is to-day its oldest citizen. be- 
ing eighty-eight years of age. He is a 
stone imason by trade, being a member of 
the United Brethren church, to which his 
Wite belongs. They are the parents of four 
children, of whom Jenas S. and MIrs. Brene- 
Man are now the only survivers. Jonas en- 


listed! as a private in Company PF. Thirteenth 
38 
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Jowa Volunteer Infantry, and when mustered 
out was serving as captain of his company. 
A wound received at Shiloh has caused him 
to lose the use of his leit arm. He 1s still 
a resident of this county. He married Ma- 
tilda Cook, and they have five children: 
wife of Charles Delo, of Cedar 
Rapids; Carrie, wife ot John Jameson, prin- 
cipal of the schools at Green, lowa; Bertha, 
wife of John Fouse. of Lisbon; and Mabel 
and Gaile, both at home. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ereneman, namely: (1) Eliza- 
beth A. married, frst, Anson Freeman, anil, 
second, John Nilull, of Marion, and has 
three children, Jfarl, Bennie by the first hus- 
band. and Annie E. (2) Jul. a resident of 
Marion, wedded Georgia Savoy, and thev 
have four children. Lillian, Agnes, John 
and Clarence. (3) Emery, a radroad en- 
ploye and a resident of Iowa, married Win- 
fred Star and they have two eluldren, How- 
ard and Eveline. (4) Clarence B. married 
Catherine Devlin and is now a phot. grapher 
of Marion. (5) Lawrence is also a resi- 
dent of Marion. (6) Essie died at the 
age of two and a half years. (7) Ernest 
i. was graduated from the Marion Ingh 
school in 1895, and jor five vears has suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching in this coun- 
tv, making his residence with his parents. 

Mrs. Breneman is a consistent member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, while 
our subject has held membersinp in the 
Good Templars Society and the Sons of 
Temperance. Formerly he was a Kepubli- 
can in politics, but now votes with the Popu- 
list party. He is one of Marion's most 
worthy citizens, and is a man highly re- 
spected and esteemed by all who know 


Any, 


1111. 





OSCAR J. FRANCHERE. 


The Fair, which is one of the leading 
business houses of Cedar Rapids, 1s owned 
by Oscar J. and Alphonse Franchere. two 
brothers, who are numbered among the 
Must energetic, enterprising and suecesstil 
business men of the city. The alder, Osear J.. 
was born in Montreal, Canada, .\pril 30. 
1853, but during lis infancy was taken to 


\La- 
tilda (Mot) Francere. who were also ua- 


Chicago by his parents, David and 


tives of Montreal and of French descent. 
The mother died in 1863, at the age ot 
wx six cluldren who 
are still living, namely: Alrs, E. Alaguan 
and Airs. N. FP. Chiniquy. both residents ot 
Chiicagoy Osear J... 
a merchant of Clheago; Alphonse, who 1s 


thirty-nine vears, leavin 


of this review; Gabriel. 


engaged in business with our subject; and 
Naupoleen F., a resident wf Nlasea City, 
Towa. Euclid died in Chicago in 1871, and 
Adolphus died in 18g8 in Clicagu; une 
other died in early ehildheod. ln early life 
the father was engaged in merchandising m1 
Canada. and after his removal to Chicago 
conducted a crockery store in that city un- 
til whe Jagr ten vears of Inis lite. when he 
lived retired. He was a self-educated man, 
and i business atfairs was quite success- 
ful. He ciel in 1898, at the age of seventy- 
eight years, and was the youngest in a 
family of six children. all of whom were 
Older that that at the time of their deaths. 
One sister is sul Irving in Clucago at the 
ave ol seventy-four years. His parents died 
m thar city in L864 when well advanced in 
years. 

During lus huvhood Osear J. Franchere 
attended the public schools of Chicago, and 
beean lis business career in the store of 
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Field, Pahner & Leiter, as the tirm was 
stvled when Alr. Franchere was with them, 
of that city, where he remained seventeen 
vears, being head cashier in the retail de- 
puurtmentt nine vears of that time. In 1894 
he came to Cedar Rapids, and formed a 
partnerslip with Ins brother, taking the 
vrocery, house furnishing, drug. hardware 
and crockery departments of the Fair, and 
gecupving with these three stores of the 
building on First avenue. at Nos. 218-220- 
222, where his brother has carried on busi- 
Hess since first conung to this place in 18ss. 
(.\n extended account of the business 1s 
vive im che sketch of .\lphouse Franchere 
The 
brothers own the property at Nos. 216 and 


on anyuther page ot this volume). 


218 First avenue, and our subject also has 
residence property ou the west side of Chi- 
eago, valued at fifteen thonsand dollars. 
in 1874 Mr. Franchere was united m 
inarriage with Miss Mary Le Beau, who 
died in Chicago in 1894, leaving two sons, 
Alfred Q., whe is new buyer for the Fair 
of Cedar Kapids; and Ernest C.. who ts at- 
Yending school here. Mrs. Franehere was 
a native of Chieago and a daughter of 
Cyrille Le Beau. a prominent contractor 
of that city, where be built the old court 
house, the Sherman House, the Tremont 
House, and many other large buildings. He 
died there in r88g, his wife in 1892, and 
all of their six children are now deceased. 
In £889, in company with his brother 
Gabriel, Mr. Franchere attended the Paris 
Exposition and also visited the principal 
cities of Europe, spending three months 
In the business circles he stands de- 
servedly high, and he and his brother, Al 
classification 


abroad, 


phonse, eminently cleserve 


among those purely self-marce men of Cedar 


Rapids wl have distinguished themselves 
for their ability to master the opposing 
forces of life and to wrest frem tate a large 
imeasure OF success and an honorable name. 


LESTER M. RICH. 


Cedar Rapids has become a great com- 
mercial and industrial center, and has there- 
fore attracted to it many energetic and en- 
terprising business men, who have met with 
marked success in this chosen held of labor. 
Among this number is Lester AL Rich, who 
for over twenty vears has been the efficient 
superintendent of the Cedar Rapids Pump 
Company, as well as one of its stockholders 
and «lirectars, and not a little of its success 
is due to his capable management. 

Mir. Rieh was born in Franklin county, 
New York. April 5. 1852, a son of Thomas 
Wand Matilda (Berry) Rich, also natives 
of that county. Tit e865 the family removed 
to Patatine, Illinois, and three vears later 
came tn lowa, locating near Independence. 
where the father secured a tract of wild 
prairie land, and to its cultivation and 1m- 
provement at once turned his attention. 
Uhroughout nearly lis entire life he fol- 
Originally he 
was a Whig in polities and tater supported 
the Republican party, though he never took 
any active part in political affairs aside from 
VOLE, 


lowed agricultural pursuits. 


In religious belief he was a Meth- 
Odist. of whieh church his wife is also an 
carmest member. He at length sold Ins 
farm ane spent Ins last days in retirement 
Tem active labor at Jesup, where he died 
It T8Q5. when about seventy years of age. 


His widow now jmalkes her lame in Cedar 
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Rapids, at the age of seventy-two vears. 
His father, Samuel Rich, was ot English 
descent, and was a soldier af the war of 
I8f2, hghting ayaimst the mother country. 

Of the ten children born to Thomas W. 
aud Matilda (Berry) Rich, one died in early 
cluldhood, while nine grew to maturity, 
namely : cleceased, inarried 
Marcellus Denio, of Harvard. Hlimois; Al- 
nura married M. Staples. and after living in 
Palatine, [limois. 
Towa, where she died leaving one son, Will- 


Sarah, now 


lor a time removed to 
iain: George is foreman of the Cedar Rap- 
ids Pump Factory; Lester. M., our subject, 
is next in order of birth; De Forrest is 
manager of a branch house of tie Cedar 
Rapids Pump Company at Columbus, Ohio, 
where he resides, and is also a traveling 
salesman for the company; Fred is a mem- 
ber of the firm ef Parson, Rich & Company, 
of the Hawkeye Feeder Company, of New- 
ton. lowa; Charles is now a traveling sales- 
man for Parson, Rich & Company, but was 
formerly an engineer on the Chicago & 
Northwesvern Railroad for sixteen years; 
Estella was the wife of Charles Alinot, a 
pressman, who was employed in Cedar Rap- 
ids for a number of years, Tut is now a 
resident of Springfield, Massachusetts; she 
died April 15, 1901, leaving three children ; 
and Mary is the wite of Plerbert Chaim- 
bers, a Methodist Episcopal minister. who 
is now completing his education at Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa. 

During lis boyhood Lester M. Rich at- 
tended the public schools of Ilmois and 
Lowa, and remained at home with Ins par- 
ents until twentythree years of age. .\fter 
completing his education he engaged in 
teaching schoo! for six terms during the 
winter season, while through the summer 
months lhe followed farming until twenty- 
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eight years of age. fn 1880 he came to 
Cedar Rapids to take charge of the manu- 
facturing departinent of the Cedar Kapids 
Pump Company, which was then in its in- 
fancy, the plant having just been erected. 
In rS84 they removed to their present loca- 
tion, and pur in a full and complete set 
of machinery for manufacturing wooden 
pumps and a foundry tor making soil pipe 
and fittings. as well as windmill and reser- 
vor tanks. When Mr. Rich beeame con- 
nected with the company they had in their 
employ only three men, but they now have 
a ioree af one hundred men, including the 
traveling salesmen and the men in the tfac- 
tory, main and braneh ofhees. Our subject 
was one of the first stockholders at the 
company, and is now a member of the 
board of directors and superintendent otf 
the works. which important position he 1s 
ereditably fling, He is also interested in 
real estate in Cedar Kapids. and is account- 
ed one of the most rehable lusiness men 
of tlie city. 


In \ugust, J8812, Mr. Rich married Miss. 


Lucinda Rust, whe was horn in Illinois in 
TS56, and was educated in the commen 
schools. Her parents are berh deceased. 
Unto our subjeer and his wife were bern 
four children, of whom one son, Clare, died 
11 Seg, at the age of four vears. Those 
wing are Guy C. atl A.-and Blanche M. 

The Repubhean party finds in Myr, Rich 
a stanel supporter of its principles. In 1898 
he was elected aldermau from the MFighth 
ward, amd so acceptably did he fll the «fice 
that he was re-eleeted in 1900, and is now 
a member af the ordinance. fire and ceme- 
teries eomittees. and is chairman of the 
street and walks committee. He is a mem- 
her of the Nmghts of Pythias, Star of the 
West Lodge. No. 1, in which he has passe: 
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fhrough all the chairs. and belongs to Lin- 
den Camp, No. 145, AP. W. A., of whieh 
he is now a trusiee, 


FRANK J. BROWML 


Ins energetic and enterprising farmer, 
residing on section 27. Bertram township, 
was born on the 2gth of October, 1868, in 
New York, and is a son of John and Phoebe 
(Brunk) Brown, both of whom were natives 
at New York, the tormer born October 30, 
1826, in Sehwharie county, auel the latter 
Qetober rf, 7835. They were murried, 
in the Empire state July 4. 1855. and wher 
our subject was nine months old removed 
with their family to lowa, locating in Cedar 
county. About 1872 they, came to Mt. 
Vernon, [inn county, where Frank attended 
school une 1878. when they Imeated on a 
farm north of that place, and he became a 
student in the «hstmet sehoul known as 
Laurel Hill, remaiming there eight years. 
The father died in September. 1881, and was 
laid to rest in the Aft. Vernon cemetery. 
subsequently the mother removed to Saline 
county, Nebraska, and rented a farm, wluch 
she operated with the assistance of our sub- 
ject for two years. For her second husband 
she married Joseph Harvey. She died in 
December, 1891. and was also buried in Mt 
Vernon, Towa. The children born of her 
first marriage were Irvin, a resiclent of Min- 
nesota, who frst married Addie Sawyer and 
atter her death wedded Becky Tarkness; 
Alyra, wite of John Howsel. of Spokane, 
Washington; Hettie. wife of James Kesell, 
of Denver, Colorado; Frank J., our subject; 
Alinnie. a resident of Alt. Vernon, Jowa, 
and AMalissa, of State Center, Iowa. 
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After two years spent in Nebraska Frank 
J. Brean returned to Towa, and for two 
vears worked in the Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids & Northern railroad ear shops at Cedar 
Rapids. He was next employed by the 
month on a farm near that city for 
length of time. and then worked as a tarm 
hand in Bertram township for one year. He 
was married in Mt. Vernen October 7, 1891, 
the lady of his choice being Miss Mary E. 
Harrison, who was born in Linn Grove, this 
county, February 25, 1861, a daughter of 
Jacoh and Ardelia (Look) Harrison, natives 
of New Jersey and New York respectively. 
They were married in Steuben county, New 
York, . and in September 
of the same vear started for Kunsas, but on 
Vernon. they decided 10 
stop on account of Mrs. Harrison being in 
poar health. 


the same 


January 17. T&5-— 


reaching Alt. Towa, 
For alwout a year the father en- 
vaved in cutting tinber. and then purchased 
a sinall farnt at Linn Grove. where he en- 
gaged in agricultural pursiuts until 1863, 
when he went to Idaho during the gold ex- 
citement i that state. When he ieft for 
the mountains he sent his family to New 
York, and abont the close of the Civil war 
rejoined them in that state. bringing them 
back to T.inn county, lowa. He purchased 
What 1s now known as the Caldwell farm, 
on which he live for ten vears, and in 1885 
hought the James Berry farm of two hun- 
dred acres. which he sold. though he after- 
ward removed to another farm, where he 
His first wife died in 
the fall af 1890 and was buried in Mt. Ver- 
hon. 


lived for nine verrs. 


He suhsequently spent one year with 
a single daughter, then one year with Mrs. 
Brown and then went to California. He 
his sinee heen back and forth a number of 
tines, but has resided permanently in that 
Stale since lis second marriage in the fall of 


18gy with Alrs. Millie Kuppel, having sold 
his possessions in Iowa. The cluldren by 
his first union were: Almeda, wife of Wal- 
ter Berry, a farmer of Bertram townsliup; 
Wiliam H., who is represented on another 
page of this volume; Mary E.. wife of our 
subject; Jacob J., who marred Tannah 
Berry and resides in California: Lueimda J., 
wife of Frank Thompson, of Marion town- 
ship, this county; and one who died im in- 
fancy. 

After his marriage Mr. Brown rented the 
farm which he now owns and oceupies. it 
being the old Harrison homestead of two 
hundred acres on section 27, Bertram town- 
ship. Alter renting it for eight years he 
purchased the place, and has since made 
many improvements thereon. Iie is en- 
eaged in raising and feeding stock for mar- 
ket, and heing a good practical farmer of 
sound judgment and excellent business abil- 
itv. he is meeting with well-merited success 
ia his undertakings. He attends the Metho- 
dist Church and is a stanch supporter of th 


Democratic party. 
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LEWIS A. QUAAS. 
The subject of this sketch. who is one 
of the leading citizens and prosperous Agri- 
culturists of Otter Creek township. his home 
heing on section 26, has spent his entire 
life in Linn county, his birth having oc- 
curring in Rapids tow nship, November 9. 
sr. His parents are Godfrey and Mary 
(; \Itman) Quaas, both natives oi Germany. 
born in June, r813. the latter 
In 1851 ther emigrated to 
residence 


the tormer 
in May, 1831. 
the new world and took up their 
on a farm in Rapids township, this county, 
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where the father successfully engaged in 
agricultural pursuits for many years, al- 
He 


became the owner of two hundred and sixty- 


though he was by trade a wagonmaker. 


five acres of valuable and productive land. 
After a long, busy and useful fife he is 
now living retired in Cedar Raprls and is 
Unter him and 
naine- 


enjoving a well-earned rest. 
hus wife were born mine children, 
ly: Selina, now deceased wile of James 
Fitzgerald; Lewis, who died in) infaney; 


Lewis A.., 
Frank Botman; nme, wife of James Fitz- 


gur subject: Alatikla, wife of 
gerald: Wilham, who married Caroline Van- 
note; Alarta, now deceased wile of Newton 
Bleedner; Edward, who married Jane Cole- 
tia; ail Sarah, wité of Charles Sliilte. 

Lewis A. Quaas remained ar home, giv- 
ing lus father the heneft of lis fab rs until 
Jus marrige, whielt was celebrated Septem- 
ber 10, t876, Miss Caroline Maier beeing 
his wife. She was born in Jcrie county, 
Pennsylvania. in 1855, and the follawing 
vear was brought te Linn county. lowa, 
By her parents Jacob and Margaret (Stirm) 
Maier, whu were natives of Germany. The 


father was a vuuny man of 4wernty-six 
vears when he came to the United States 
and setiled in| Erie county, Pennsylvania, 
where he engaved i farming until his re- 
He lvoeated on 
seclion 34 Otter Creek township. Linn 


county, where he passed the rensunder cl 


moval to Towa m1 i856. 


Jus life engayed tt farming and stock rals- 
ng. Fis first purchase of lame consisted 
of forty acres, which he improved and to 
which he subsequently added until he owned 
about four dumedred acres at the time of 
his death, it being now in the possessian of 
his sons. He was one of the most prosper- 
ous farmers and extensive stock raisers of 


lus comunity, as well ay one of its most 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





promunent ciuzens. He died upon his farm 
in Otter Creek townslip, May 1, 1871, at 
the age of fifty-one vears. and his wife 
departed this life at the home of her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Henry Etzzel, in the same town- 
Beth were members of the 
Evangelical church and he served as class 


ship. im 18g23. 


leader for inany vears. In their family 


(1) Henri- 


etta is the wife of George Fidamiller, a 


were the following eluldren: 


prominent farmer uf Otter Creek township, 
four children, Charles, de- 
ceased, Sarah, Magee and Lydia. (2) Jecob 


and they Trac 


lives ou the old hemestead in Otter Creek 
tuwnslip, married Carrie Switzer and they 
have six children, (3) Joli married Emma 
Belzer and is engaged in farming in Frank- 
lin coumty., Towa; they have three children. 
{¥) Otter Creek 
twewnslup, Linn county. married Sarah Wil- 
(3) 
Caredine, wite of our subject. is the next 
(G) Samuel, also a farmer 
Alary 


Silrew, a farmer wot 


lev. and they have one ehild, Edna. 
uf the family. 


at Otter Creek 
Sehnuckly. and 


townslup, weeded 


they have two ehildren. 
(7) Sarah is the wile of Henry Ftzzel, @ 
farmer of the same township, and they have 
three children. Chirence, Maggie and Er- 
nest. Seven children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Quaas. namely: William A,, 
Lydia, Lutishey, Millie, Charles G.. Walter 
and Mary AL... all at lume. 

At the age of twenty-six years Mr. 
Quaas purchased the old homestead in Rap- 
ids township, consisting of two hundred and 
sixty-six aeres of land, whieh [re now e@pe- 
rates in commection with the farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres on section 26, 
Otter Creek township. where he mew re 
sides. Besides lis property he owns at 
other tract of ene hundred and four acres 


on section 23, Ouer Creek township, and 
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is justly regarded as one of che most skill- 
jul, energetic and successful farmers of his 
locality. Ile gives considerable attention 
to the raising of a high grade of cattle and 
horses. and keeps. some imported stock. 
This branch of his business he has also 
found quite profitable. His farm is pleas- 
antly situated, highly cultivated and well 
improved, in fact is one of the model farms 
of the evunty. In business affairs he 1s 
notably prompt. energetic and reliable. ancl 
is generally able to carry forward to suc- 
cessful completion whatever he undertakes. 
By his ballot he supports the men and meas- 
ures of the Republican party, and has eth- 
citntly served as scheal director in his town- 
ship for some vears. Both he and his wife 
are members uf the Evangelical chureh, in 
which be has served as steward and ex- 
horter. and they are held in the highest es- 
teem. hy all whe know them, 


a 
LLERED F, GREEN, 


Phere is we family better kuown in the 
Northeastern part of Linn county or more 
deserving of prominent mention in tts his- 
tory than the Green family. The late Al- 
frel F. Green, who for several years was 
ane of the foremost business. men of Cog- 
gon, was born in Venange county, Penn- 
sylvania, July 3, 1841. a son of Thomas 
wil Merey (Haneock) Green. The father 
Was also a native of the same state, born 
I ISOS. and continued his residence there 
until S44. when he removed with his tam- 
Wy te Towa. settling in Dubuque county, 
Where he followed farming for some years. 
He then removed te a farm in Delaware 
county. where he resided about three years. 
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Subsequently he came to Linn courty, and 
located in Jackson township, where the vil- 
lage of Coggon now stands, erecting there 
the house in which his son-in-law, |. 5. 
Hanna, now resides. where his last days 
were spent with his children in retirement 
from active labor. He died May 9. iSs7, 
and jis wife passed away November 19, 
1882. 

Unto this 
eight children, as follows: Sarah Ann, de- 


worthy couple were horn 
ceased, was the wife of John De Woody. 
Lydia, deceased, was the wife of .\nthony 
English, of Dubuque county. -\mos Eid 
was one of the prominent citizens of Cug- 
gon, was a director of the Coggon State 
Bank, and was engaged in the milling busi- 
ness at that place for a number of years,: 
after which he conducted a boarding house 
until] his death, March 18, 1gor. He miar- 
ried Sarah Spurgeon, and his widow and 
daughter now carry on the boarding house. 
Ruth is the wife of Milton Haggard, a resi- 
dent of De Seto, lowa. Alfred F., our 
subject, was next in order of birth. Wall- 
jam died young. Maria is the wife of L. 5. 
Hanna, whose sketch appears elsewhere mn 
this work. Henry married Mary Coquil- 
Jette and lives in Clark, South Dakota. 
Alfred F. Green was. educated in the 
commen schools of Dubuque county and the 
college at Epworth, Iowa. He was any 
three years of age when the fanniv came 
west and settled Dubuque 
county. During his hevhood and youth he 


assisted in the work of the farm. In 1805 


near larley. 


he accompanied his parents on their re- 
movil to Delaware county, where they lived 
but a short time, and then came to Cogygon. 

On the 12th of June. 1870, Mr. Green 
was united in marriage with Miss Lydia 
Castle, who was born in Canandaigua, New 
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York, April 2, 1853. and is a daughter of 
Lemuel and Mary (Case) Castle, also na- 
tives of the Icimpire state. Ir was in 1860 
that her family came to Linn county. Towa, 
and for several years her father was eu- 


gaged iu agricultural pursuits im Jackson , 


township, but spent lis last years in retire- 
ATy. and Mrs. Green 
became the parents of seven children: Frau- 
cis, who died in infanev; Alilan J.. who 
married Enmima Aammoser and restdes in 


ment with our subject. 


Wesley, Iowa, where he is editor ot the 
Wesley Workl; Mhunie, wife of G. W. Olin- 
ger, a teacher of vocal music residing im 
Coggon; Carl A. and Rav Lo are engaged 
in the hardware business in Coggon; Leo 
Kkex and Glen Castle are at heme. 

During his residence 11 Deluwvare coun- 
iv Mr. Green taught school and alsu taught 
vocal music, but after coming to Covgon 
embarked in general merehandising and the 
milling husiness, he and fis brether Amos 
H. owning the mill at this place. known as 
the Green Brothers eristmill, which thev 
conducted tor about iwenty-tive vears. Our 
subject was also lind agent and served as 
postmaster at Coygon for several veurs. 
He successfully carried on the mercantile 
aid milling business until lis death, which 
[le was a 
wide-awake, energene and reliable business 


occurred November 23. 18g. 


man, whose word was as good as his bond, 
and his affairs were so manuged as to win 
for him the confidence of the public and the 
prospertty which should always attend hon- 
arable effort. Tn polities he was a Dema- 
craft. and in his social relations was a char- 
ter member of both the Masonic and Odd 
After Ir, 
Green removed to Coggon he took up the 


Fell WW Li “lees i »f Cog Hi, 


stiely at law, ty which he met with fair sue- 


eess, although he was never admitted to the 


har. He always took an active interest in 
church work, both he and his wite belonging 
te the Christian chureh of that place. Mr. 
Green was aman who was beloved by all, 
and at all tines his hand and pocket were 
ready to assist any one im need of help. 
Hlis tamily is one of prominence in both 
such and business circles, and own con- 
siderable property in Coggon and Jackson 
townslup. They have a pleasant home in 
the eastern part of the village, where hos- 
pitality reigns supreme. 


JOSEPH WHIDTSEN, 


Joseph Whitney, who t¢ the Jargest land 
owner in the northeastern part of Linn 
county and one of its honuredd early settlers, 
is now living a retired lite on the eld home- 


stead farm on seetton 29. Gowlder rown- 


slip. He has made good use of his oppor- 
tunities in life, has prospered fram year to 
vear, and has conducted all business mat- 
ters carefully and successfully. and in all 
his acts displays an aptitude for successful 
Management, 

Mr. \Whitney was born in Warren coun- 
tv, Ohio, December 14. 1825, a son of I:ph- 
raim and Mary (Livingston) Whitney, na- 
tives of Maine and Ohio, respectively 
From the Pine Tree state the father re- 
moved ta Warren county, Ohio, at an early 
day, and there enyaged in farming until 
TS44, when he went to Lee county. Tiles, 
and located near the village of Amboy, 
where he continued to follow the same pur- 
suit until his death in 1882. His wife died 
at the same place in 7885. They were the 
parents of six children, of whom our sub- 
ject is the eldest; David, the seeaned in of 
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JOSEPH WHITNEY. 





MRS. JOSEPH WHITNEY. 
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der of birth, is wow deceased; Caroline is 
the wife of P. Bartlett, a resident of Bu- 
reat. county, Ilinois: Phoebe Ann is the 
wife of William Brown, a farmer of Ten- 
nessee: Silas is deceased; and Rebecca is 
the wife of Edwin Shaw, a resident of 
Colvratlo. 

The early educational advantages ot 
our subject were such as the comman schools 
native county afforded during his 
At the age of nineteen he ac- 


of lus 
beyhoud. 
companied his parents on their removal xo 
Lee county, Hlinois. where he began farm- 
ing jor himself. ‘There he was married In 
1852 wm Aliss Dorothea A. Peterson, a na- 
tive of New York state and a daughter of 
Jonathan Peterson. whe was one of the 
early settlers of Lee county, Uhnew, where 
he envaged in farnting until Jus death. 
Cite Mr. and Mrs. Whitney were born six 
children, namely: Warren, who married 
Effie Fields and resides on a farm near hus 
father: George, whe married Celestie Co- 
quilette, now deceased, and resides on a 
larm ou sectiun 1y. Bowlder township; 
Lelia. wife of Adolphus Atkins, a farmer 
of Spring Grove township, this county; 
Inez, wise of Wesley Wagner, a farmer of 
Sioux county, lowa; Carrie, wife of Damel 
Cuquilette, a farmer of Spring Grove town- 
ship, [ann county; and Elm, whe is at 
home with lis parents. 

Mfr. and Afrs. Whitney began their do- 
mestic hfe on a farm in Lee county, Tlimois, 
where they remained for a few years, and 
in IS55 cume to [ann county, Iowa. set- 
tiing on section 23, Bowlder township, where 
he entered a half section ef land. He im- 
mecdhately turned his attention to the 1m- 
provement of this property, but a vear later 
renioved to his present farm on section 29. 
the same township, which borders on Buf- 
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fala creek. He erected a gristunill, which 
he operated for some time in connection 
with farming. and then sold. Since thea 
he has devoted his entire time and atten- 
tion to farming and stock raising. He has 
also speculated quite extensively in land, 
buying and selling farms in Bowlder town- 
ship. and is still the owner of over one 
thousand acres in the vienty of his home 
farm, most of which is in Bowlder town- 
ship. .\lthough he still continues to reside 
on the old homestead, he is now practically 
living retired, having rented most of his 
land, but still continues to look after his 
farming interests. 

On August 13. £862, Myr. Whitney 
enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Regiment ot 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, for three years’ 
service or during the war. This regiment 
siiv considerable active service, being en- 
eaged in the famous charge of Champton 

ill, conceded to be one of the hottest en- 
eigements of the war, in which during a 
twenty minutes engagement one-hali of the 
regiment was either killed or worded. 
They were also engaged it) a number of 
important battles, such as the battle of Port 
Gibson and siege of Vicksburg. Myr. Wint- 
ney was taken ill after the battle of Cham- 
pion Hill, and was transferred to Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. Tle honorably 
discharged July 20, 1865, at Jefferson Dar- 
racks, Missouri, and is now a member of 
G. A. R post located at Monticello, Lowa. 
\Was promoted sergeant at the haitle raf 
Port Gibson. 

In religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Whit- 
nev are [aptists, and are active members 
of the church at Prairieburg. and in Ins so- 
cial relations he is a member of Prairie- 
burg Lodge, No. 421, A. F. & A. M. He 
cast his first presidential vote for General 


Weld 
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throughout the remainder of lus life. 
nother also chied there. Our subject and 
his wite have two children. namely: Aley, 


now the wife of Harry Kerr, a farmer of 
Jackson township: and Walter E., who aids 


his tarher in the work of the home farm. 


atr, 


Henderson 


cared for ofheial honors, but is a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party and its 
On comiuig to this county he 


principles. 
was i limited circumstances. and to his 


owl untiring industry, perseverance and 


determination to succeed is due his pros- 


perity. 
has made a host of warm triends who es- 
teem lum Jughly fer his genuine worth, 


and he has the respect and confidence of 


all who know Jum. Fis wife is an earnest 
and consistent member of the Chapel Hill 


Congregational church of Jackson township. 





CHARLES “i. MEEK. 


Charles W. Meek. the well-known man- 
ager ot the Armstrong Greeery Company. 
Incated) on North First street. and one of 
the nest progressive young business men 
of Cedar Rapids, was born in Clinton eoun- 
ty. Jowa, June.2o0, 1871. and is a son of 
Janes A. and Mary (Bissett) Meek. the 
former of German and the latter of English 
aul French deseent. They were married 
August 15. 1861, 1 Greene county, Penn- 
svivania., The father was born in Greene 
county, Peunsvlyama, October y. 1837, and 
Wis a well-educated man, who suecessfully 
followed the profession of teaching in the 
Qn the r5th of September. 1862. he 
enlisted mt Company AL, Sixth West Vir- 
eia Volunteer Infantry. a portion of which 


exist. 


The 


has never sought or 


During his long residence here he 





He served 
with honor in thes reemnent until lus dis- 
charge, June I0, 1865. 
Iowa with his family and first located in 
Chniton county, where he engaged in farm- 
Ing and made Ins home until September, 
1871, when he removed to Benton county, 
where he owned and operated a farm until 
his death, which occurred November 21, 
S78. Throughout life he was a supporter 
of the Democratic party. and always took 
au active and conmnendable interest in pub- 
lic affairs. His wife. who was born April 
2f, TS4t, still survaves him, and makes her 


was made up in Peunsyvlvania. 


ln J 866 he came to 


home im Shellsburg. lowa. They were the 
parents of eight children, namely: Andrew 
J.. bern August 23, 1862. and Jolm T.. 
horn April 8 1865. are both farmers of 
Senton county; Tora Bo. born Octeber 23, 
1866, is the wife of Jusepl Meulds, of Ben- 
1869, is 
the wife of ©. B. Clay, a farmer of Jasper 
county, Llawa; Charles W., our subject, is 
next inorder of birth; Dera A.. born August 
po Seyy,.% the Wile of Eimer FE. Cog 8 
farmer of Benton county: ant Hazel D., 
leita March 23, 1875, and Marv E., horn 
May 29, 18977, live with their another in 
Shellshure. 


ten county: Nora, born Mareh 3. 


The children were all educet- 
efoan the pubhe schools of Benton county, 
and some of the number attended the acad- 
emmy At V iiton. 

After pursuing his studies in the com- 


mun schools of Benton emiuty for some 


years, Charles \W. Meek entered the North- 
ern Hhinais Normal Sehool at Dixon, Ilh- 
nos, where he teok bath the normal and 
law courses, and was graduated from the 
He then located 
i Cedar Rapids and at once commenced the 


Jaw department in 1&7. 


practice of his profession, giving his entire 
time and attention to it until October, rgoo, 





MR. AND MRS. C. W. MEEK. 
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when he accepted the pesition of manager 
of the Armstreng Grocery Company. He 
is a man of good business and executive 
ability, and in the conduct of this business 
is meeting with excellent success. 

On the 5th of May, 1897, Alr. Meek 
iwas united in marriage with Miss Alina A. 
Armstrong, the youngest daughter of Thom- 
as G. Armstrong. She was born in Ben- 
ton county, Iowa, and was educated in the 
public schools aud academy at Vinton. 
They had two children, but one died in in- 
faney, the other being Thomas A., who was 
born May 37, 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Meek 
are both members of Calvary Baptist church 
of Cedar Rapids. and he also belongs to 
the dd Fellows Lodge, No. 141, and Linn 
Tent, No. 38, nights of the’ Maccabees. 
He is a member of the St. Louis Bar .Asso- 
eatin, aud is held in high esteem by his 
protessional brethren, while socially he 1s 
quite popular. 





JUDGE JAMES H. ROTHROCK, Jr: 


Judge Rothrock fs one of the vounger 
members of the Cedar Rapids bar, but his 
prominence is by ne means measured by 
his years: on the contrary, he las won a 
repulavion whieh many an older practioner 
might well envy. du the fall of 1900 he 
Was elected judge of the superior court 
and entered upon the duties of that office 
Mareh 14. 1901. 

A native of lowa, hie was horn in Cedar 
county on the 4th of April, 1865, and 1s a 
son ot Judge James H. Rothrock, Sr.. who 
iS represented elsewhere in this work. He 
attended the public schanls of his native 
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county, and after the removal of the fanuly 
to Cedar Rapids, in 1881, he entered Coe 
College, where he took an elective course. 
Subsequently he took a classical course at 
Racine College, and on leaving that insti- 
tution, in 1888, he took up the study of law 
in his father’s office, remaining there two 
years. He then entered the law department 
of the State University of Iowa. where he 
was graduated in 1890. Immediately alter 
his graduation Judge Rothrock returned 
to Cedar Rapids and formed a partnership 
with John M. Grimm. being suecesstully en- 
gaged in the practice of law for several 
years. In January, 1897. lus tather, upon 
retiring from the supreme bench, became a 
member of the firm and continued in prac- 
tice until his death, in 1899. The firm of 
Rothrock & Grimm was dissolved January 
1, 1901, and Mr. Grimm took entire charge 
of their business, our subject having heen 
elected judge of the superior court to stc- 
cee Judge Giberson, for a term of four 
years. The frm always had as muel: busi- 
ness as they could convemently attend to. 
and stool deservedly high in professional 
circles. | 

Socially Judge Rothrock is a member 
of the Knights of Pythias, the Modern 
Woodmen of America. and the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks, and has hell 
office in the last named order. As a Re- 
publican he has always been an active work- 
er in political circles, and has been a ‘dele- 
gate to state and county conventions of his 
party. In 1897 he was elected as a inember 
of the city council from the Filth ward, 
and served one vear. but the greater part 
of lis time and attention has been devoted 
to his professional duties. As a citizen he 
at heart. and all his abilities are exerte’l 
has at all times the good of the community 
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to thake the city and conuty of lus adop- 
brightest best 
of all composing this great commonwealth. 


than rank among the anid 


—" , 


JOHN W. MOHN. 


John W. Mohn, a reliable and intelli- 
gent young farmer residing on section I, 
Franklin township, Linn county, 


Iowa, on the 7th of Octe- 


was born 
im Jones county, 
ber, 1875, and is a son of Plulip and 

(Fink) Mohn. natives of Germany 
respectively. hey 
aul when our subject was only 


Sarah 
tiie] 
Towa, were iuirried 
this state, 
three vears ok! took up their residence on it 
farm in Franklin township. Linn county. 
where the father still continues ts make lis 
There the died fuly 21. 
atid was laid to rest in the Lishon 
In their family 
lda. whe «hed at the age 
George, 
resides on the old homesteacl 


harme. mother 
1887. 
cemetery. were ‘three clul- 
dren, namely: 
of six years who imarried Lena 
Muller and 
farin. sketch of whom will be found 


and John 


and a 
on another page of this work: 
W., our subject. 

Durmg Ins boyhoad and voutl: John W. 
Mohn attended the district schools of Cedar 
county, and on completing his education, 
at the age of eighteen, he aided lis father in 
the operation of the home’ farm tor Jour 
vears. He then took charge gf a part of 
the place. and now has one hundred ane 
forty aeres on section J, Franklin township, 
which he has put under excellent cultiva- 
lion and mnproved by the erection of gand 
He raises a high grade of cat- 
tle. hugs and poultry for the market, and is 


buildings 


one at the most progressive young farmers 
He attends the Evan- 
greheal church of Lisbon, 


of lus neighborhood. 


and is held im 
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high regard by all with whom he comes in 
sucial life, 

I, 18g8, was cele- 
Mohn and Miss 


TLOW 


contact either m= business or 

At Lisbon, 
brated the marriage of Nir, 
sally Frutehey, have one 
child, Wallis MeNinley, born July 3, 1899. 
\lrs. 
Pennsylvania, July &. 3875. of which state 
Alfrecl Isliza (Busch) 
were also natives. In |une, 1876 
cd first located 
lit subse- 
qnentl settled northwest of Alt Verson, 
and sul Jones county. 
There Mrs. Vrutehey died Mii 3. 1892, and 
wus buried im Lisbon. Her husband is still 
lis hone with Ins 


at Sy 


Devember 


and they 


Mohn was born in Moenrve county, 
lier parents, atic] 
Fratehey, 
her fanuly came ta Lowa, 
in Linn tewnship. Linn county. 


later renmmwved to 


living and now makes 
daughter, Alrs. 
Vheir children were Albina, wife of 
Edward Henry, of New Hanipton, lowa; 
Lewis, who died at the age of twenty-four 
Henry, who married Lydia Kramer 
and resides on a farm northeast of Martelle 
Charles, who married: Laura Bronin- 


Mhert Daubenmtier, 
yah Pe 


vears ; 


Tow; 
ver ane lives on a farnioin Franklin town- 
ship, Linn county; Maggie. wife of Edward 
Hanley. of Salon, Towa: Clyde. who mar- 
ried Emma MeCall and makes his home in 
Iineis: Osear, who married 
is engineer for a laundry 
company in Met Vernon: Anna, wife of Al 
bert Daubenmier. of Lishon; Edwin, a resi- 
dent of Leadville. Colorado; and sally 
wite of our subject. 


savant, 
Lizzie Clark and 


JUDGE JAMES H. ROUHROCK. 


Ii is an mnportant public duty ta hon- 
or and perpetuate. as far as possible, the 
memory ef an eminent citizen.—one who 
by his blameless and honorable life and 
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distinguished career, reflected credit not 
only upon his city and state, but also upon 
the whule country. Through such memor- 
jals as this at hand the individual anc the 
character af his services are kept in remeni- 
brance. and the wnportunce of those serv- 
ices acknowledged. Fur many years Judge 
Rothrock was one of the most distinguished 
lawvers and jurists of Iowa. and was hon- 
ored wid respected wherever known. 

The Judge was born in Milroy, Aldthn 
cay, Pennsylvania, June £, 182g, a son 
of Juseph and Sarali (AMleNinney) Roth- 
rock. His ancestry were among the early 
Huguenots who were driven irom France 
on acenunt of their religious behef and 
souglic shelter in Plolland, whence they came 
They hore 
an aNpartait part i the Revolutionary war 


to .\merica in colemal days. 


as soldiers of the Continental army, and 
uur subject’s maternal great-grandtather 
was also among these whe fought for the 
independence of the colonies. 

Jwlee Rothrock spent the rst nine years 
of lus life in the picturesque little village 
where he was born, it nestling in the heart 
Ol a rugged mountain district in the cen- 
tral part of Pennsylvania. Jn 1838 he ac- 
companied lis parents on thei removal to 
Adams county, Ohio, where in the nudst of 
the forest he grew ty manhood. During 
his vouth he worked on the farm and in a 
tannery, and attended school for about three 
months during the winter. On 
home, in 1847, he entered Parker’s Acad- 
emy at New Richmond, Olio, where he 
prepared tor college, and Jater was a stu- 
dent at Franklin Colleze, New Athens. that 
State. for over two years, but lett that mn- 
stitution ain the middle of his junior year to 
lake up the study of law with Hen. E. P. 
Fvans, of West Union, Ohio. He was ad- 


leaving 





bee | 
!# 
“J 





mitted to the bar by the supreme court at 
Columbus, in 1854, and began practice at 
Greenfield, Highland county, Ohio, where 
he remained six years. during wluch time he 
served aS prosecuting attorney of the county 
ane term. 

On the 18th of October, 1855. Judge 
Rothrock was married in Millsboro, to Aliss 
Anstie L. Foote, and to them were born 
three sons: Edward [t., James H., Jr., ane 
George. In 1860 ‘they removed to lowa 
and settled in Tipton, the county seat of 
Cedar county, where the Judge practiced 
his profession until after the Civil war broke 
out, and also represented Ins district in the 
general assembly of the staie, heing elected 
to that position in r861. and serving as 
speaker fre fent, a part of the time. Jur- 
ing the summer of 1862 an extra session was 
held for the purpose of passing a law allow- 
ing soldiers to vote on the Neld. and at that 
time Judge Rothrock was appointed heu- 
tenant-colonel of the Jhirty-lifth Towa fn- 
fantry, and went into camp at Aluscatine 
without The regiment 
proceeded to the front the following Octo- 
ber, and the winter was spent i Tennessee 
and Kentucky, and at Cairo, Hlinois. by, 
the spring they were attached to the Ful- 


returning home. 


teenth Army Corps under General Sherman 


and took part in the Vicksburg campaign. 
Colonel Reathrock was much of the time im 
command of the rear guard of the army, 
and frequently was what was called officer 
of the day. He was in command of his 
regiment when the famoris assault was made 
on the rebel fortifications, May 22, 1863, 
hut soon afferward suffered from a severe 
attack of typhoid fever, and was forced to 
resien his commission in the fall of that 
year and return home. His sterling quali- 
ties as a soldier had been amply attested, 
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however, and no braver man ever drew 
sword or won greater affection from his 
men, 

The Judge resumed practice in Tipton 
as soon as his health permitted, forming a 
partnership with the late Judge W. DP. Wolt, 
which connection continued until 1866, when 
he was elected judge of the district court. 
So capably and satisfactorily did he hill the 
office that he was renominated by acclama- 
tion and endorsed by the opposing party. 
In 1876, when the legislature added a hth 
judge. Governor Kirkwood appomted our 
subject to the supreme beneh, and the tol- 
lowing fall was elected by the vote of the 
people. His ten years’ experience as dis- 
trict judge was an excellent preparation tor 
the supreme bench, and he served as cluet 
justice until the last day of December. 1896, 
when he voluntarily retired, having declined 
a renomination. 
nowned for his common sense and practical 


As 4 jurist he was re- 


judgement, and his judieal work was cis- 
tinguished for a displav af those character- 
istics. He possessed remarkable quickness 
and correctness of apprehension and always 
dealt directly with the pomt at issue, using 
ereat discrimination in the selection of his 
analogies. He was an indefatigable stu- 
dent. 

In 1881 Judge Rothrock removed with 
Ins fanuly to Cedar Rapids, and on his re- 
tirement trom the bench associated him- 
self with the firm of Kothraek & Grin. 
Although he took little active part in court- 
room work, he was of much assistance to 
the younger members of the firm, andl was 
associated in lusiness with them up to the 
time of his death, whiel occurred January 
14. r899. In his prime he was six feet in 
height and weighed two hundred and thirty 
pounds. -He was a good talker. a better 
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listener, aud withal of rare judicial bearing, 
Inchealing bonesty, patienee and all the at: 
tributes. of a wise and just judge. His life 
was singularly simple, and he mingled with 
luis fellow men in all the walks of life, as 
an equal, yet without loss of dignity. He 
was fond of the companmianship of those 
younger than limeelf. and it will never be 
known how many voung men have been 
encouraged by Ins kindly interest, his wise 
counsel, and lis beneficent and: indulgent 
friendship. His home lite was very happy 
trom the beginning until the end. though 
the death ot lis wife in g8y3 was a bitter 
experience. As a husband and father he 
was indulyent. bue not recklessly so. He 
served his eyguntry with distinction in the 
Civil war. and his professional career was 
an wnuterripted suceess frem the begin- 
ning. His memory will be a sacred inher- 
itance to his chiletren, and wll be cherished 
by a multitude of triends. 


MICILAETL WALKER. 


Among the Jeading citizens and pros- 
perous farmers of Dowlder township ts the 
gentleman whose name introduces this re- 
Athough of tureign birth, the coun- 
iry las no more patriotic or loyal citizen, 
his love for his adopted land being mant- 
fested during the Civil war by his service 
in the Union army. He was born in Bo- 
hemia on the 15th of December. 1845, and 
in 1859 came to the new world with his 
parents, William and Mary Walker. The 
family first located at Hopkinton, Iowa, but 
alter residing there for three months they 
removed to a farm near Monticello, Jones 
county, where the following two years were 


view. 





MICHAEL WALKER. 
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passe. At the end of that time they came 
to Linn county and settled 11 Bowlder town- 
ship, where the father followed farming 
until his death. The mother is now living 
in Bultalo township. 

Michael Walker grew to manhood in this 
state, and in early hte worked with his 
father upon the heme jarm. In October, 
i864, he joined the bovs in blue of Com- 
pany I, Fitteenth lowa Volunteer Jntantry, 
under Colonel Parmoose and Captain Reed. 
He was with Sherman on the march to the 
sea. and participated in the battles at Sa- 
vannah. Georgia, and Columbia. South Car- 
olina, besides many engagements of lesser 
mipartance. He was also present at John- 
ston’s surrender in Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina. \When hystilities ceased and his serv- 
iees were no longer needed, he was dis- 
charged at Davenport, lowa, in August, 
1865. and returned homie. 

Atier the war Alr. Walker continued to 
aid us lather in the operation of the home 
farm until the Jatter’s death, which occurred 
m ISS4. Te then went to Anamosa, lowa, 
in 1866, where he learned the harness mak- 
ers trade and worked about four and one- 
half years and two and one-half years in 
Epworth. On account of ill health he was 
dhligel to discontinue that occupation, and 
returned 1@ Bowlder township, this coun- 
ty, where he owned a good farm pleasantly 
located on section 28, one mile south of the 
willage of Prairieburg. He also owns prop- 
erty im sections 33 and 34. the same town- 
ship, ageregatine three hundred and sev- 
enty acres of rich and productive land. 
Which he has placed under a high state of 
Cultivation ud improved with good build- 
mgs. Owing to ill health he is now prac- 
beally living retired, being unable to «lo the 


hard work of the farm, but still oversees and 
39 


-_———q— 


manages the place while his sons earry on 
the work. 

On the ist of December, 1873, Mr. 
Walker led to the marriage altar Miss Bar- 
hara Dupel, a native of Bohemia, and to 
them have been born six children, namely: 
John, Frank, Emma. Lizzie, Annie and 
West. He and his family are communicants 
of the Catholic church, which is located near 
their jarm, and he alse belongs to the Grand 
Army Post at Central City, this county. 
In politics he is a Repubhean. He is a man 
of exceptional business and executive abil- 
ity, who has ever made the most of lis op- 
portunities in hfe. and through jis own 
well-directed efforts has acquired a hand- 
some competence, which now enables hint 
to Jav aside active Jabor and spend the re- 
mainder of his life in ease and quiet. sur- 
rounded by all the comforts and many of 
the luxuries of life. He is a man honored. 
respected and esteemed wherever known, 
and most of all where he is best known. 


FLOWER M. PHILLIPS. 


Prominent among the successful agri 
culturists and highly esteemed citizens ot 
Jackson townslup is numbered the gentle- 
whose name imtrediuces tits sketch. 
He is the owner of a valuable and well-im- 


lett 


proved farm on section 5, where he has 
made his home fer forty-four vears. He 
was born on the 13th of March, 1832, in 
Richland. Oswego county, New York, and 
js a son of Moses-S. and Charlotte ¢ Ran- 
som) Phillips, both natives of the Green 
Mountain state. The tather was born if 
Bennington county. Vermont, and was a 
son of Elihu Phillips, who spent the last 
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years of his life in that state. engaged im 
agricultural pursuits. Our sulject’s mater- 
nal grandfather was Samuel Ransom, who 
after the marriage of his daughter removed 
ty Richland, New York, where his life was 
terminated. 

About 1825 Moses S. Phillips removed 
fram Vermont to New York. and took up 
his residence in Richland, Oswego county, 
where he purchased a tract of Umber jeerie] 
and improved a farm. He erected a cvood 
log house and barn, planted an orchard and 
estublished a comfortable home, but at the 
end of ien years he sold that place ail 
hought another tract of timber land about 
one mile frum the village of Pulaski, on the 
margin of a stream ealled Spring Brook. 
Vhis place was remarkably pleasant im its 
location and surroundings, and in the course 
of tine he transformed it inte a good farm, 
On disposing of this property in 1845 NLis 
Phillips removed to Thnas and settled 1 
Lake county, about Ave miles trom Wauke- 
gan. Upon this land was the old New Yark 
House, a hotel located on the Milwaukee 
road, and he conducted the sate uitil lis 
death. which occurred in 1848. He was 
avery popular landlord, aid met WIL stie= 
cess in this enterprise, Although his career 


as such was very brief. le made many 
friends and leeame widely known through- 
out northern [Mingis and southern Wiscon- 
sin. His widow subsequently became the 
wife of Seeley Whitman, and alter lis 
death married 1. Tewnsend, ot Cook coua- 
ty. Hlineis, where she made her home until 
hier death, 

The subject of this sketch is the third 
in order of birth in a family of seven elnl- 
dren. The others who reached manhood and 
wemanhood were Cyrus S.. a resident at 


Tecumsely, Johnson county, Nebraska; Clar- 
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issa P., who first married Lora Tripp and 
after lis death wedded Join Ss. Carrington, 
aid now lives in Johnsen county, Nebraska; 
lizaberh D., who became the wite of WilL 
im Sanders. and died tn Chicago, Ilmois; 
Kansan. who was a member of an Llinois 
regiment in the Civil war ana died in the 
service, his remains being interred im the 
ceinelery at Blocmington, lmois; and Mar- 
tha ., wife of Spencer Trumbull, of Maine 
township, Linn county, Lowa. 

Mr. Phillips, of this review. was thir- 
teen years of age when he accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Hlinois, and 
he remained at home with his mother until 
nineteen, atter which he worked fur a neigh- 
horing farmer. During the succeeding win- 
ter he lived with his mother in Walworth 
coumty, Wisconsin, and in the spring  re- 
turned to Lake county, Ilimois, remaming 
there until 1857. He had been reared to 
habits of industry and economy, and from 
his small earnings he had already saved 
quite a little sum of money, Beheving he 
he could do better still farther west. he 
came to Linn county, Iowa, in 1857, and 
took possession of his farm of une hundred 
and sixty acres of land, eighty acres an 
section 3. Jackson township, and eighty 
acres adjoining, but across the line in Dela- 
ware county, which he had entered in 1854. 
To the improvement and cultivation of jis 
land he at once turned his attention, first 
erecting a house on section 5. 1 Jackson 
township. Frem the beginning he met 
with success here, although the results were 
necessarily slow and difficult to accomplish. 
Acre alter acre was placed under the plow 
until the entire amount was under a high 
stute of cultivation, and as the years have 
passed he has added to lus landed posses 


sions until he new owns three hundred and 


————— 


twenty acres in dis home farm on section 
5. Jackson township, Linn county, and one 
hundred acres of tunber and pasture Jand on 
His first 
home here was long ago replaced by a more 


the Nopsu. three niles south. 


commoudions aud pretentious dwelling, and 
the barns and outbuildings are in pertect 
aceord with lis beautital home, while every- 
thing about the place indieates the thrift 
and progressive sparit gf the owner. 

On the 23d of December, 1858, Mr. 
Phillips was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Is. born in 
‘Tompkins county, New York, September 
14. 1836, a daughter of Alvah and Mar- 
varet (Mitchell) Hintehinson. Her father 
was a native of Connecticut, from which 


Hutchinson, who was 


state he removed to New York, residing 
first in Tompkins county and later in Steu- 
ben county. Subsequently he went to Ih- 
mois, amd died in Lake county, that state, 
After his death his 


widow made her heme with Air. and Alrs. 


In September, 1857. 
Phillips in this county. Five children were 
bom ta our subject and his wife, namely: 
(t) Holmes died at the age of two years. 
(2) Margaret is the wife of William G. 
Andrews, of Smith county, Kansas, and 
they have seven children. (3) Mary is 
the wife of Hl. 1. Patten, a hardware mer- 
cham oot Fullerton, Nebraska, and they 
have one child, Alva P. (4) Carrie is the 
Wwite of M. EF. Hollingsworth, who is teach- 
Ing in the public seools of Palo. lowa, and 
they have two children, Esther and Francis. 
(3) Flower S. married Aunie |. Ning and 
resides an the old hometead with our subject. 
In political affiliations Mr. Phillips has 
heen a Republican since casting Tis frst 
presidentiz] for John CC. Fremont 
Mm T8356, and has always taken @ very 
active interest in He is 


vote 


politics. wirat 
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the world terms a self-made man,— 


success 18 «due 
his own unaided efforts. Thoroughness and 


persistency have characterized 


one whose entirely to 
lus entire 
business career, and have been supplemented 
by a careful attention to details and by hon- 
orable, straightforward efforts, that have 
gained tor him a most excellent aud envia- 
ble reputation, as well as a handsome compe- 
tence. He and his wife receive and merit 
the high regard ef the entire community, 
and no citizens in the township are more 


honored or respectect. 


JAMES &. BROMWELL. 


James FE. Broniwell, deceased, was boru 
in Lalbot county, Maryland, April 30, 1818, 
and died w his home in Marion, Alay 3. 
IyOl, being eightv-two years old, a son of 
Jacoh His father by chance 
hearing Freeborn Garrison, was led to ac- 


3ramavell. 


cept the faith and espouse the cause of the 
early Methadists, and his home became a 
preaching place on the “Lastern Shore’ cir- 
cuit, which Bishop Scott, Emery and Hig- 
gins, the eloquent Joln Henry, George 
Cookman and others, later noted in Afeth- 
odist. preaching, and in inpoverishing lis 
estate by freeing his slaves lor conscience 
sake, together with the homestead he had 
inherited, lis sons upon arriving: at man- 
hood were compelled to seek their fortunes 
in the west: and these sons. six in number, 
of whieh James E. was the last surviving, 
all lived and died stalwart men of God, 
James I, Gromwell served liwe years 
appreuticesip as cabinet maker. and at the 
age of twenty came west, stopplug al Quin- 
cy, Illinois, one year, and in the tall of 
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4839 came to Linn county, where he lived 
until lis death. He helped lay out the 
present city of Marion, made the first cottn 
first 
helped to build its first residence and store 
buildings, and procured the second marriage 
license issued in the county for lus union 


for the interment in its cetnetery, 


with Catherine Gray. August 26. 1841. who 
died February 12, 1855. leaving four clul- 
dren, William H., now living in Milford, 
Nebraska; AMys. Carrie WNepler, now living 
in Dorchester, Nebraska: Leonidas, now in 
Omaha. Nebraska; and Thoms G.. now in 
Cedar Rapids. On October 10, 1856, he 
was married to Mary E. Bunnel, who sur- 
vives him, and by whom he lad two chil- 
dren, James FE. and Mrs. Addie Shumack, 
both at Alarion. 

In wS4t he entered the tract of land 
one and a half miles east of Marion, upon 
which he lived until 1883. when he move 
to Marion, spending his last davs in peace- 
ful retirement and in the enjoyment of the 
service of the church, in which he lived and 
labored for sixty-nine years and for more 
He united 
with the Alethodist chureh when a boy ot 


than forty veirs as class leader. 


thirteen years, and remained a fathtul meni- 
He was, the 
last surviving member of the tirst Alethod- 


ber until the come of Jus death. 


ist class of eight, organized in IS40, con- 
sisting of O. S. Hall and wife. John Clark 
and wife, Wilham and Vhomas Downing, 
John and James TF. Bromvwell. 

Although a Christian all the tine and 
everywhere, his loving, tender. Christ-like 
nature seemed most to untold itself in his 
}lis 
fannly almost worshiped liv, fer he was al- 
ways (he incarnation of all that was good 
and lovable. 


heme, where he was always its idl. 


He was a father in the church, 


to everybody and everywhere. He was a 
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cainforter to the discouraged and untortu- 
nate, an inspiration to the chureh, its min- 
istry aud to the comununity,—an optimist 
of the most pronounced character, a man 
of sterling worth, generous disposition, no- 
ble purpose, unswerving loyalty, a true 
Christian, and his long pathway of life was 
radiant with the sunlight of kind words 
and good deeds. 

The funeral services were conducted by 
Kev. WW. EF. Pitner. 
was preached by Rev. Dr. Crippin. 


Phe funeral sermon 





JAMES E. BROMAVELL, 


Holding a prominent position among the 
attorneys uf Marion is this gentleman, who 
is distinetively a man of affairs and who 
He is also one of 
Linn county’s native sous, born im 1858. 


wiells a wide iniluence. 


and is gne of the two children of his father’s 
second marriage, lis parents bemg James 
E. and Mary 12. (Bunnell) Bromwell, ma- 
tives of Marviand and Pennsylvania, re- 
The father was one of the pio- 
neer settlers of this county, having Jocated 


spectively. 


here in ¢83y. at whieh time he purchased one 
hundred and sixty acres of wild prairie 
lanl in Marion township, which he placed 
under cultivation and improved with good 
buildings, making farming his life work. 
He took quite an active and prominent part 
in local affairs. and filled yarious minor 
offices in a most commendable and satistac- 
He assisted in laving out 
Marion proper. and always gave jus support 


tory WMeknier,. 


to those enterprises which he believed ould 
prove of pubhe benefit. He died im May, 
1900, at ihe age of eighty-two years, hor 
ered and respected by all who knew bi. 
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His wife is still living and makes her home 
with vur subject in Marion. A more ex- 
tended sketeh of Mr. Bronwel Iwill be found 
on auother page of this volume. 

The early. boyhood days of our subject 
were spent on the home farm, and he at- 
tended the country schools and the schools 
‘ol Marion. At the age of fourteen he en- 
tered Cornell College at Mit. Vernon, where 
he pursued lus stuxies for about seven years, 
taking two courses and graduating in 188F. 
He then read Jaw in the offee of J. B. 
Young, of AMfarion, for two years. and tor 
tour years served as deputy auditor. In 
I887 he was elected auditor, having always 
taken an active part in politics as a supporter 
of the Republican party. As early as 1884 
he cnumenced making stump speeches, and 
lias since devoted considerable attention to 
political matters. In L&g4 he commenced 
the practice of law in Marion, and now en- 
Joys yiute a liberal patronage. 

In ISg2 Alr. Bromweil married Miss 
Theodora Stearns, a native of Cedar Falls, 
Jowa. and a daughter of George L. Stearns, 
Who was prominently identified with the 
athena lite of Linn county, serving as clerk 
Both Mr. 


al Alrs. Stearns are still living, as are 


mM the courts for eight vears. 


aso their tour ehildren, 

Mr, Gromawell takes an active interest 
In Civ Societies, and is a prominent merm- 
her ot the Masonie fraternity. prelate of 
the Commandery of Knights Templar and 
stor warden of the blue lodge. He is 
also past chief patriarch of the Encampment 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows: 
and Mist chancellor of the Knights of Pyth- 
as. and captain of the Uniform Rank of 
that order. For fourteen years he has been 
captain of the Mentzer Drill Corps. and 
Since holding that office the company has 
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won inore prizes and medals than any other 
company 11 the state, securing one every 
vear for twelve vears. The company is 
composed of forty-eight men. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bromwell attend the Alethodist chureh 
and are quite prominent socially. He has 
won an enviable reputation as an orator, 
and is called upon to speak on many special 
occasions. He represented Marion at the 
reception given the Forty-ninth Iowa Regi- 
ment at the opera house in Cedar Rapids 
In L8gg, in company with men of pronu- 
nence, and his speech with others was fa- 
vorably commented upon by the various 
newspapers. 





JACOB SNYDER. 


The subject of this review is successfully 
Otter 
owns eighty 


engaged in farming on sectian 36, 
Creek towuslip, where he 
acres of rich farming land under a lugh 
state of cultivation. He is a native of 
France, born in the province of Alsace, 
November 1&8, 1834. and is a sun of George 
and Madeline (Sehilein) Snyder, who spent 
their entire lives in that country. In their 
family were eight children, five of whom 
came to the United States and are now liv- 
mig in chilferent parts of the country. 
Jacob Snyder passed the days of his 
hovhood and youth in his native land. Wath 
the hope of bettering his’ financial eond- 
tion in America, he crossed the Atlantic 
and landed in New York city at the age of 
nineteei? years. For about three years he 
worked in the Entpire state and them came 
to Iowa, locating in Seott county, where 
he was engaged in farming upon rented 
land for some time. In 1860 he came to 
Linn county, and purchased his present 
farm in Otter Creek township, to the im- 
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provement and cultivation of which he has 
In con- 
nection with general farming he 1s also 


devoted his energies ever since. 


engaged im stock raising to some extent. 

At the age of twenty-nine, AL. Snyder 
was married in| Davenport. lowa, to Aliss 
Annie M. Schuti, by whom he had seven 
children, all still living, namely: George, 
a painter by trade residing in Marion. Iowa; 
Philip. a well driller and farmer of Ottum- 
wat. Lowa; Henry, whe married Lilly White 
and is working in an elevator i -\barnett ; 


Lizzie. wite of \ugust Wolff, a farmer 
of Murray. Jowa: Anna. wile of Osear 
South, of the same place: Finma, wife-ot 
Jeff Wilhams, a farmer of Pomerou, Wash 
ington; and Jacob, who assists his father in 
Alrs. Sovder, 
who was a consistent Christian, a devoted 


the work of the hame tarm. 


wife and loving mother, died in’ Deeember, 
iNg4. andl was burned in Otter Creek town- 
ship. For his second wife vur subject mar- 
rie] Altss Julia Hunt. who died in 18gz7, 
wul was also Jaid tu rest in Otter Creek 
township. On the 
Mr. Snyder was again marned, lis third 
wiion heme with Mrs. Sarah .\. (Hewert) 
Humphrey. widow of Alyron 


3th of December, 1&7, 


Pliunplirev. 
By her former marriage she bad three elul- 
dren, namely: Carrie Alay, now the wite 
of Jacob Biber, a Tarmer of Maine town- 
ship. this county: John. a farmer of Alon- 
tana: and Eva, wife of Judson Bernsen. a 
farmer of Montana, 

In his political affiliations Mr. Snyder 
is a Democrat, but has never taken an active 


part i public affairs. Fle advocates all 


measures that tend to advance or improve 


the district wm which é lives, atl has al- 
ways tiken an interest m educational af- 
fairs, serving as the first schol director at 
district No. 7. Otter Creek township. He 
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is a supporter of the Evangelical church, 
and is aman highly respected and esteemed 
hy all whe know lim. 


ee ee Seo oa 
PREDERICI. W. RESCH. 


For almost a third of a century this. 
gentleman was mumnbered among the repre- 
sentative and prominent citizens of College 
township and was actively identifed wath 
its agricultural interests up to the time of 
his death, which occurred June 4. 1894. A 
native of Germany, he was born in Baden, 
near the river Rhine, on the oth of No- 
vember, 1822, and was a son of Frederick 
and Christine (Roth) Resch, natives of the 
same province. On the maternal side lus 
erandfather was a wagonmaker by trade, 
and must of his descendants in the mate 
line were skilled mechanies. our subject be- 
ing the guily one, su far as known to adopt 
He wecupation of larming. 

Mr. dtesch spent the first sixteen vears 
Of his life in his native lanel, and then ac- 
companied his parents on their emigration 
to America. sailing from Bremen and land- 
ing mm New York. The father, who was 4 
tallor by trade and a skilled workman, suct- 
cessfully follawed that pursuit in Germany, 
but after coming to this country he turned 
his attention to the erycery business, which 
he carried an in Morrow county, Ohio, for 
sume years. He then purchased a farm 0! 
forty acres in Crawford county, the same 
state, where he died in the winter of 1542; 
and his widow's death occurred ten years 
later. Of the tive children horn to them 
Frederick W. the eldest, .\dolphus, 
a tinner by wedded Mary Perkey 
and naw resides in Gallion, Ohio. Ab 


Was 
treacle. 
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a 


mira is the wile of Wilham Bohl, a car- 
penter af Osceola, Ohio. 
ried Hattie Wurtz and follows the carpen- 
ters trade at Van Wert, Ohio. He was 
a soldier of the Civil war, taking part in 


Augustus mar- 


the battles ef Vieksbure and Gettysburg, 
and acempanving Sherman on Ins mareh 
to the sea. William was alsy one of the 
bevs in blue during the war of the Re- 
bellion. He married Elizabeth Davids. and 
follows the carpenter’s trade in Charlotte, 
Michigat. 

As soon as the family took up their resi- 
WW. KReseh 
enterer! sehvol, it being the first English 


dence in Crawlord, Irecderick 
school he ever attended, hut after gomg 
for six months. he laid aside his books and 
tok up the more arduous duties of busi- 
ness life. When a smal} boy he commenced 
earning iis own livelihood, which helped 
to tlevelap his character, making him more 
seli-reliant and manly. .After leaving school 
he worked in the sawmill of Jacoh Reed, 
his future father-in-law. and remained with 
him three vears. During the succeeding 
year he worked on a farm, and then re- 
turned to the employ of Alr. Reed. 

On the 16th of Mareh, 1854. Afr. Resch 
Was married in Crawford county, Oliv, to 
Miss Naney Reed, who was born near 
Galion, that county, September 23, 1835, 4 
daughter af Jaeoh and Margaret (Stauter) 
Keed, natives of Pennsylvania. The father 
Was bor about r813 and became a me- 
chamic. At an early day he remeaved to 
Crawford county, Ohio, where he conducted 
rst a sawnnll and later a gristimill gar same 
years, but finally had to diseoautimue business 
on account of rhemmatisin cantracted by be- 
Tu 861 he re- 
moved ta Wheatland, Clinton county. Iowa, 


Where he made his home with his son-in- 


We in the water se muels. 
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His wife died at the 
She was quite small when her 


law until his death. 
same place. 
mother died and her father subsequently 
married again. Her own brothers and sis- 
ters were Jacob, Joln, Joseph, Elizabeth, 
Maria, Lena and Sally, all now deceased. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Reed were born the 
following children: Naney, widow of our 
subject; James, a carpenter residing m 
Truckey, Califormia; Andrew, also a car- 
penter by trade and a resident of lowa; 
John, who died in the service of lis country 
during the Civil war, and was buried at 
Vicksburg; David, a conductor of San- 
dusky, Ohiv; Jacob, who died in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota; Susan, who 
married Williarn Aller and both are now 
deceased; and Elizabeth, wite ot Chiris- 
tian Grouell, of Wheatland, Clinton county, 
Jowa. 

Four children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Resch, namely: (1) Samuel, who lives 
on the old homestead in College townstliup, 
married Albina, daughter of Thomas Phil- 
lipson, and they have five cluidren, Grover 
Clifford, Frederick, Blanche. Marion and 
Pearl. (2) Albert. a resident of Oklahoma, 
married Julia Phillipson, and had six clul- 
dren, Marvin; Gertrude: ILrena., deceased ; 
Alfred; Walter aud Florence. (3) Vrank- 
lin went to Chieago. where he entered the 
missionary fields. and while devoung lus 
energies to that work died in North Da- 
kota, in August, 1893. (4) Mary is the 
wife of William Phillipson, a cousin of her 
brothers’ wives, and they have one cluld, 
Alice May. They live on section 10, Col- 
lege township. and Ars. Resely now makes 
her home with them. 

Our subject and his wile began their 
married life in limited circumstances, but 
being industrious and econommeal thev at 
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leneth saved enough to purchase a farm. 
Coming to Linn county, Iowa, in 186s, 
they bought eighty acres of Jand on sechon 
15. College township, and subsequently pur- 
chased eighty acres on section E4, and a 
tract of sumilar size on section 10, making 
in all two hundred and forty acres, which 
was divided among the children when Mr. 
Kesch died. Ile was a good practical farim- 
er of exceptional busmess and 
ability, and met with excellent success. 


eEXeCCUuVve 
He 
converted Jus land inta a lughly cultivated 
tract, and made many unprevements there- 
I counection with its operation 


a. an 


he successfully engaged in stock  rais- 
His career was such as to commend 
af all 


with wham he came in contact either in 


mg. 


hiin ta the eonhdenee andl 


respect 
business or social life, and he. well merited 
the high regard i which he was uniformly 
held by his fellow ciuzens. In politics he 
was a stanel Democrat. and in religious 
ferth a Lutheran. while his wite hokls mem- 
bership in the Evangelical church. She is 
a most estimable lady and has a large circle 
of friends anc acquaintances 

the southern part of the coungy. 


ttroughout 
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1. BR: SIiIch.eEt.. 


I. M. Stickel. classed among the most 
prominent agriculturists of Linn county, 
Towa. was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, 
September 10, 1859. and is the oldest of 
two children born te Irwin J. and Barbara 
\nn €Newport) Stickel. Samuel XI. his 
brother, resides in) Rapids township, Linn 
eounty, with his parents, where he is en- 
gaged in farming. 

The father of our 
Stickel, barn August 27. 


subject, Irwin. 


1837, was a native 
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When 
quite a young man, haying taken up his resi- 
dence in New Philadelphia, Ohto, he mar- 
Barbara Anu Newport. daughter af 
Israel aud Susan Ann (Little) Newport, 


of Tavette county, Pennsylvania. 


ried 


whe were well known as being among the 
oldest settlers of that county. 

The paternal grandtather of Mr. Stickel, 
Wilham Stickel, was a native of Fayette 
county. Pennsylvania, at whieh place lis en- 
tire Hite was passed, and where, upon reach- 
mg manhood, having married Pheebe Ir- 
wit, ot the sane place, he engaged i farm- 
Ing and heecame cue of Fayette conmty's 
Mest prosperous wed progressive citizens. 
The children of this couple were George; 
Irwin, the father of the subject of this 
sketeh ; Sarah Marie: Drusilla; William: and 
ladward, four of whem are now living, 

The broad and fertile helds of the Mis- 
sissippl valley was very ‘tempting — bait 
proffered by enterprising men of the west 
te the industrious, home-loving farimers of 
the east in their endeavor ta persuade those 
haridy sons of toil tu imyrate to the west 
and begin life anew by taking up the cul- 
tivation of the almeast untilled land of the 
heautitul state of Obie. 


they were in this venture is easily ascer- 


How snueeessful 


tained by glancing over the early Instory 
of that state, where one finds enrolled the 
names of many eastern agriculturists. Not 
the least prominent among those is the 
name of Israel Newport, the maternal 
erandfather of Mr. Stickel, who in the year 
1836 left Maryland, the place of his birth, 
and moved to Ohio, where he purchased a 
lroad tract of land and engaged in farm- 
Shortly after he toak up his residence 
there he married Susan Ann Little, and 
together they passed 


ir 
Lhe. 


many happy years. 


In T8O3. together, they emigrated to Owen 








I, M. STICKEL. 


= 
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county, Indiana, where he resided to the 
time of lus death. His widow is still re- 
siding there at the advanced age of ninety 
years and is well preserved and in good 
health. 

When but a child six years of age I. 
M. Stickel was brought by his parents to 
Linn county, Iowa. Owing to the many 
financial reverses met with by lis father, 
the nwo children, Samuel MM. and the sub- 
ject of our sketch, although very young, 
were obliged to help their father abeut the 
farm. Their assistance being constantly 
required. as time went on, their education 
fact, sr. 
Stickel attended school but eight months 


Was very much neglected: m 


durine dus entire life. IIowever. short as 


iS 
was the ume spent at school. much of the 
knowledge he acquired im after vears was 
the result vf the principles ineculeated to 
the child by his first teacher, Miss Ida 
Jewett. 

\t the early age of mineteeit years, with 
the eansent of both his parents, Mr. Stickel 
started aut i life for himself. For three 
winters he was occupied as a wood chopper, 
working during the summer months on a 
farm, at the end of whieh time, having 
taken. up his residence in Cedar Rapids. 
butcher tier ‘Tor 
George WK. Wenig. 

On the 6th day of October, C884. Mr. 
Stickel was united in marriage with Mis 


he worked in 4 shap 


sourt Ko Rehrbacher. daughter of Chris- 
tian Rhorhacher, of Johnson county, Jowa, 
and they became the parents of eight ¢hil- 
dren namely: George Elmer, Harvey 
Portis Martin, Laura May, Bar- 
bara Elizabeth. Benjamin Harrison, Beu- 
lah and Calvin Mareus, all of whom are 
Sull living with the exception of George 
Tlmer, who died July 12, 1892. 


Irwin, 
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Mr. Stickel the property 
upon which he how resides im the spring 
of 1884. At the time the farm contained 
hut one hundred and twenty acres of land, 
but since that time, through concentrated 
has, 


purchased 


effort and indefatigable energy. he 
unaided, added to his possession, until now 
he is the owner of four hundred and toerty- 
seven acres of the finest farming land in 
the county. Mr. Stickel is extensively en- 
gaged in the feeding and shipping of stock, 
shipping from one hundred to one hun- 
dred and fifty head of cattle a year, the 
majority of which he breeds and raises 
himself. 

A stanch Republican in national and 
state politics. in township and county 
affairs it is ‘the man and net the party for 
whom. he casts lis vote. 


SIMON P. BRUNER. 


Simon P. Bruner, a retired farmer of 
Central City, has spent the most of his life 
in Linn county and bore a very active part 
in its early development and progress. 
Like many of our best citizens he comes 
from Ohio, his birth having oceurred in 
Logan county, that state, May 23, 1836. 
His father. John L. Bruner, was born and 
reared in Wurtemburg, Germany, and was 
educated in the schools of that country. 
His knowledge of the F:nglish language was 
acquired after coming to this country hv 
reading. When a young man he crossed 
the Atlantic and took up his residence in 
Green Beach Woods, Ohio. There he mar- 
ried Hannah Hall. a native of Pennsylvania. 
By trade he was a shoemaker and for some 
years divided his attention between that oc- 
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cupation and farming. Selling hits property 
in Olio, in 1831. he came with his fanuly to 
Linn county, lowa, making the trip over- 
Jand in a wagon and arriving bere m Alay 
of that year. They found this county but 
sparsely settled and wild game was abundant, 
Two brothers helped to move the family and 
on reaching Towa sold them teams and re- 
turned to Ohig by water. The father boveht 
two hundred acres of land in Buffalo tawn- 
slup and entered one hunelred and twenty 
acres from the government. Tlns he placed 
under cultivation, and at the time of Ins 
death in 1858 bad a meely unmproaved farm. 
In those early days he did lis market-ug 
either in Dubuque or Museatime. 

Ten children were born to Jolin L. and 
Hannah (Hall) Bruner, two sous and eight 
danghiters, all of whom reached miu anil 
womanhood and married. ln order of birth 
Anna Al. is the wite 
of Daniel Snuth, of Cemral City: Christina 
married George W. Minehart and died in 
I868; Sinan P., our subject. is the next 
of the fanuly; Hannah C. married W. R. 
Mittan and died in 1873; Laura A. married 
William and died in i882; 
Lovina J. ig the wife of J. R. Campbell, 
a truek farmer and harnessinaker of Viula, 
this county; Elizabeth AL married David 
Taler and died in 1887; Lewis .\. 


thev were as follows: 


Shoemaker 


Was a 
suldier on the frontier during the Civil war 
and is now a resident of Idaho: Mary M. 
wedded Andrew Le. Fuller and died in 1889 - 
aud Lydia -\. married Thomas Bond ane 
died i T8822. All of the daughters reared 
families of their own with the exception of 
the vounyest. The renamed a 
widow until her death, whieh veenrred in 
1886, and assisted her children in’ earing 


mother 


for their families. Both she and her hus- 


bane] were earnest and consistent members 
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After his death: 
the farm was divided among the heirs, and 


of the Reformed church. 


she continued to remain an the old home- 
steal, 

Lhe subject of this sketch spent the first 
hiteen vears of Jus Itfe in his native state 
ul is midebted te its conunen schools for 
the part Ol jus early education. 
After conung to Jowa he liad little chance 
fo atend sehool, being the oldest son, his 


greater 


lather needed lis assistanee in the work of 


the farm. The school house nearest the 
farniat that time was four miles away. \fter 
lis tather’s death he took charge of the 
place and eondueted it for a wmumber of 
¥eUrs, 

On the ioth of September, 1861. Mr. 
Bruner wis united in marrige with Miss 
Catharine Walanta, who was born in Bo- 
henna, May 16, 1841. and attended school 
in that country and also for a short time 
atter coming to the new world. She was 
the only elild of Alathias 
Walanta, and was twelve vears of age when 
Her father 
worked at the shoemaker’s trade, and also 


und  L[elenoria 


the tamily came to -\merica. 


followed farming on a small seale. He 
was born in i812 and died in 1885, while 
her nother was born in 18iG and died in 
1880. Afr. nd ALrs. 
dren of their own, but have an adopted 
daughter, Mary C., now the wife of A. 


sruner have uo chil- 


A. Richley, who operates our subject's farm. 

Mr. Bruner purchased forty acres of hus 
father's old homestead, aml from time to 
tine added to it different tracts which he 
improved. Tis wite inherited her parents 
property, and together they now have one 
luindred and eighty-six aeres of Jand in 
Buffalo township. where Alr. Bruner ste- 
cessfully engaged in general farming until 
1891, when he laid aside active labor and 
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removed to Central City. Here he pur- 
chased a home and has since lived retired, 
though he still continues to look after his 
husiness interests. He is a self-made man, 
whose success is due solely to ability, stead- 
fast purpose and indefatigable industry, 
and hie well deserves the prosperity. that 
has come to lym. -\Ithough he has never 
been an aspirant for office, he was called 
upon te fill township offices for several 
years. Religiously he is a member of the 
Reformed church, and 1s a man who com- 
mands the respect and confidence of all with 
when he comes in contact either in busi- 


ness gr social life, 


———_—_--o-—_\_—— 


EDWARD E. ROTHROCK. 


‘Che subject of this sketch, who is one 
of the representative business men of Cedar 
Rapids, was born in Fayette county, Ohio, 
December 6, 1859, and is a son of the late 
Judge James H. 
appears elsewhere in this volume. 


Rothrock, whose sketch 
During 
his infanev he was brought by his parents 
to Jawa, and was reared in Tipton, his early 
ubtained in its publie 


eduction berger 


schools. Later he took a classteal course at 
Mit. Vernon College, and subsequently pur- 
sued it regular business course at Bryant & 
stration Business College in Davenport. 
Mr. Rothrock remained at home nti 
he attained his majority and then found em- 
ployment as station agent at Tipton. which 
In 1881 


he aceampanied his parents eu ther re- 


pasition he held for three vears. 


moval to Cedar Rapids. and was connected 
with the freighr department of the Clnicago, 
Milwankee & St. Paul Railroad at this place 
fur over a vear. For the following two years 
he was city. ticket agent for the Chicago 
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& Northwestern Railroad, and at the end ot 
that time went to Dows, Wright county, 
Jowa, where he conducted a hardware store 
fur three years. On disposing of his busi- 
ness at that place he removed to Estherville, 
lowa, where he engaged in buying and 
shipping grain and stock, and also had 
charge of six farms owned juintly by him- 
self and father. wild 
prairie when it came into their possession, 


This land was all 
and our subject had personal supervision 
In 1&92 he returned 
to Cedar Rapids and has since made Uns 


of its improvement. 
place his home. He is now engaged in the 
wholesale hay business and in) loaning 
money. He is also a stockholder i the 
Cedar Rapids Electrie Light & Power Com- 
pany, aud is a very energetic and progressive 
business man. 

Mr. Rothrock was married in Esther- 
ville, December 11, 1889, to Miss Clara 
M. Gargett, who was born in Wisconsim 1 
1868. 
denler in live stock, but is now living re- 
tired at Paulina, lowa. Mr. and Mrs. Roth- 
rock auend the Episcopal church and live 
at the old home in Cedar Rapids. Fraternal- 
ly he athliates with the Benevolent Pro- 
rective Order of Elks, and the Knights ot! 
the Maceabees, Tent No. 38. while po- 
litically he is identified with the Republi- 


For many years her father was a 


can party, but has never cared for oficial 


jionors. 
JAMES WILSOX. 
James Wilson, a popular and success- 


fal farmer of Fairfax rownship, Linn coun- 
tv, now deceased, was a native of lrelane. 
The exact date of his birth, however, 1 
unknown, as all record of same was Jost 
on board the steamer which brought him- 
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self and family to this country. His death 
Occurred October rg, 1887. 

He was one of six children bor to James 
and Margaret (Cowen) Wilson, the others 
being fohn. who died in the home of Mrs. 
James \Wilson; George; Susanne; Mary and 
Sarah, 

Upon his arrival in the United States, 
he worked in an iron mine in Michigan, for 
a short time, and then moved northward 
to Canada, where he cleared and cultivated 
a very fine farin. 

While in Canada, he was staying with 
saine friends, who were desirous of m- 
erating to the United States. and they per- 
suacded our gemal subject. “Jimny” Wil- 
sou. as he was called. to accompany them, 
sy rolling up his earthly possesstons ina red 
handkerchief he tied a red searf abour lis 
neck and was ready to start on lug jeairney. 
Mr. Wilson was a great favorite with the 
people with whom he trveled and he was 
also a very brave man, so that lus presence 
was very much in demand, im face, “don't 
lese the man wrth the red scarf’ was a re- 
mark eaten repeated among his telleaw trav- 
elers. This red searf, which he wore sn 
couspiecuously upon this journey, is still in 
the possession of his wite. stored away 
among ler choicest treasures. 

Keaching Linn county, Mr. Wilson was 
cmpleved for five vears with a William 
Ure. during which time, having saved his 
earnings, he purchased a very ehoiee farm, 
containing ereht acres, which he rented te 
Afr. James Baty. He ‘then proceeded to 
work far Mr. MeFarland. by wham he was 
emploved by the mouth. While in this gen- 
tlemans employ he married Sarah FE. Gal- 
braith, daughter of John Galbraith. They 
are the parents of Jolm, Marv, Tames ard 
George, all of whom are livitg at home. 
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After Mr. Wilson's marriage he rented 
a farm of eighty acres, near Cedar Rapids, 
having Jeased his own farnt tur two years. 
At the end of that time he took up his resi- 
dence on his own property and very shortly 
atierward added eighty acres more to lis 
farm: and from tUime to time kept adding to 
it until at the tine of his death he owned 
about two hundred and twelve acres in the 
highest state of cultivation and classed with 
the finest farming land in the siate of Towa. 
At the time of lis death Afr. Witsen had 
just completed a very beautiful liome, which, 
he had erecteel upon his property. 

James Wilson was ever a liberal contrib- 
uber to all public charities, churehes, lodges 
among the rest. 
Mrs. Wilseu is a member of 
the U. FP. eluireh of Sesteh Grave, Farr 
jax township. The remains of Mr. Wilsor 


In politics he was a Re- 
publican. 


are interred in Fairfax township. Upon his 
deathhed he called his eldest son to his side 
and asked the little felbaw to promise hin 
that his first thought would ever he the 
care of his mother. How well his son las 
kept his promise none knows better than sne 
who was entrusted to his care, and one need 
hut to look ante her smiling face to know 
tht she is perfectly happy 
twenty-one years of age. has already male 
a name for himself in Linn eounty, where 
he is known as a shrewd trader and a busi- 


ness nan of no title ability. 


This son, now 


> —_—- 


LINCOLA FF. HOFFMAN, 


Among the most progressive, energetic 
and successful agriculturists of Franklin 
township is Lincoln PF. THoffian, who has 
spent his entire lite here. his birth oecur- 
ring on the old homestead near Lisbon, 
August 5. 1866. His father, Jolin Heit- 








JOHN HOFFMAN. 
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man, was born in Pennsylvania, and at the 
age of five years went to live with an unele, 
and while with him Jearned the  shoe- 
makers’ trade. He subsectently made his 
home for twelve vears with a Mr. Farmer, 
remaining with dim until he attained his 
majority. 

The dav after celebrating the twenty- 
first wmiversary of his birth. John Hoff- 
Davutn, Ohio, to 
Miss Elizabeth Ensley. a native of that 
state, by whom he three cluldren. 
One of these died in intancy, and Ceorge 
W. was killed 1864, while 
fighting for his country in the war of the 
Rebellion. 


man was married in 


hac 


AMPS ez, 


The only one now living 1s 
Susan, the widow of Wilham Pisel, and 
makes her home with a daughter in Etum- 
baldt county, Iowa. 

In 1844 John Hoffman was again mat- 
ried. his second union being with Aliss 
Mary Coleman, also a native of Dayton, 
Qhiv, their marriage being celebrated 1f 
Franklin township, this Lnto 
them born the following cluldren: 
Martha J. is now the wife ot Albert Will- 
laine, a farmer of Franklin township. 
Lizzie .\. is living with her brother Lin- 
culn oon the old homestead. John Henry 
marned Lizzie Burdge and fellows tarm- 
James Wesley 
married Dora Whitlatch. and is also en- 
gived in farming in Franklin township. 
Joseph was killed October 20, 1876, at the 
age of twenty vears, six months and ten 


county, 
were 


Ingoim Franklin township. 


days, by the aecidental discharge of a gun 
while out hunting. He was attending col- 
lege at that time, and was an exceptionally 
bright young man, who was generous al- 
Most toa fault, and was held in high regard 
by all who knew him. Calvin Milton mar- 


nel Jennie Makin, now deceased, and lives 


township. 
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in Franklin township. Mary Catherine is 
the wite of Charles Haskins, of Bouuilla, 
seadle county, Suth Dakota. Lincoln F., 
whose name introduces this sketch, 
pletes the family. 

In 1846, accompanied by kis wife and 
two children, the father came to lowa. the 
journey being made overland in what was 
known as a prairie schooner and consuming 
eight weeks. On reaching Linn county he 
took up a claim of one hundred and sixty 
acres in Franklin township, which art that 


com- 


time was all wild praine and timber land, 
and to its cultivation and improvement he 
at once turned Ins attention. 
dustrious man of good business ability, he 


Being an in- 


prospered in his new home, and as time ad- 
vaneed he added to his farm until he had 
three hundred and sixty-seven acres of val- 
uable Jand under a high state of cultivation 
and improved with good and. substantial 
buildings, including a most comfortable 
home. He continued to reside upon lus farm 
until his death, whieh occurred Apr] 21. 
1896. He was a faithful and consistent 
member af the Methodist Episcopal chureh. 
with which he united when ten vears ol age. 
and was one of the most highly esteemed 
citizens of his community. In lus polttical 
affiliations he was a Republican. His esti- 
mable wife died June 3, 1883. and both were 
laid to rest in the Lisbon cemetery. 
Lincoln F. Hoffman grew to manhood 
upon the home farm, and lis early educa- 
tion, acquired in the district schools of the 
neighborhood, was supplemented hy a course 
at Cornell College in 1885.) When his school 
days were over he took up the work of the 
farm. and in his successiul management ot 
the place has proven himself to be one of the 
most skillful agriculturists of Franklin 
Like his father, he is a supporter 
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of the Republican party, and fraternally 1s 
a member of At. Vernon Lodge, No. 551. 


LO. OOF. of (Mt. Vernon; add, Majestic 
lodge, No. 111, IX. P. He and his sister 
attend the Methodist church and are people 


of proniunence in the coumunty where they 


reside. 
—— 


NELS WELSOX. 


Prominent among the seli-made men ot 
Maine township who are of foreren birth, 
is this well-known farmer, who has heen a 
Tle 


Sweden, an 


resident of Linn county since 1875. 
Christianstad, 
the 2oth of AMareh. i850. and is a son of 
N. Nelson, who died in that enuntry. In 


was born in 


the fanuly were seven eluldren whoa cune 


to America, namely: Nelson, of this’ re- 
view: Nellie, who lives near De Kall, Il- 
mois: and Axel, Olof. Peter, Ellen 
Carrie, all of whom settled in Clicago. 
Mtr. Nelson 
iy the Jand of his birth and there learned 
the carpenter's trade, which he tollowed 
fur a tune. Thi 1873 he emigrated to the 
Uimted States and lirst located in Chicago. 


ane 


was reared and edueatecl 


where he followed bis trade for two vears. 
subsequently he spent a short time in Bue 
chanaun county, Lowa, and in 18760 came to 
Link county, where he worked as a farm 
hand tar abut four years. He then pur- 
chased eighty acres of land on Section g, 
Mame township. for which he paid from 
Afteen to (wenty-fve dollars per acre, Later 
he bought forty-hve acres on section 16, 
and thirty acres on section ri, making im 
all one hundred and fity-ttve acres. This 
was all wild and unimproved when it came 
ira lis possession, bur he has placed it un- 
deralugh state of cultivation and has erect- 
ed thereon a camfortable residence and alsa 
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wood barns and outbuildings for the aecom- 
modation of lis stuck. In connection with 
general farming he has engaged in the rais- 
ing of stock for market, and has met with 
goad suceess in both branches of his busi- 
Ness. 

In r&77 Aly. Nelson was united ta mar: 
nage with Miss Emma E. Jayne, who was 
horn in Hlinois, in 851, and they have 
become the parents of seven children: 
Worthy. Chastie, Waldo, Afilton, Clifford 
and Otis. all at home: and one who died 
iminfaney. They have been educated in the 
disiriet schools of Maine townslip. and the 
daughter has also attended) school in Ma- 
riot. 

David D. Jayne, the father ot Nirs. Nel- 
son, was born in’ Setuben county, New 
York, 11 1820, of Engtish ancestry, and in 
the east worked as a laborer, but after com- 
Ing west followed farming, During his 
haylwod he removed tu Ohiw, where he was 
married, A\uguse 25. 1845. lo Miss Fanny 
Hines, whe was born in \Wayne county, 
New York, in 1820.) In 1847 they went to 
Winnebago county, Jineis, and made their 
home near Rockford unul 1865, when they 
Caine te Ceittial City. Jeiwa. 
mother died in aya. Since then Mr. Jayne 


where the 


has made his home with dis san, Albert 
He pre-empted 
Jani in Lines, which he converted into a 


M., in) Maine township. 


good farm of one hundred and sixty aeres, 
and alter comtny to this state was also suc- 
some 


cessfully engaged ain farming fer 


years. Since the organization of the Re- 


pubhean party in 1856, he has been one of 


Its stanch supporters. and for forty vears 
has heen a consistent member of the Methi- 
adist [Episcopal chureh, to whicl his wife 
ajso helongect, 

In lis political affiliations Mr. Nelson. 
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is also a Repubhean, and for one vear he 
Both he and 
his wife hold membership in the Methoclist 
Episcopal clurech of Central City and are 
On 


coming tu lowa he had but little capital, but 


has served as school directer, 


people of the lighest respectability. 


has always made the most of his oppor- 
tunities in life, and the success that he has 
achieved has been justly merited, being due 
entirely tu lis and lis wife's energetic and 
well-directed efforts. 





——— 


. |. VINTON. 
A. J. 


Vinton, is an attorney and fariner residing 


Vinton, better known as “Del” 


onl section & Jackson township, Linn coun- 
ty, Jowa. His early home was in Wis- 
consin, dus birth having occurred in Fond 
du Lac county. that state, on the 13th of 
April. 1860. He is a son of John C. and 
Harriet (Collar) Vinton, the former a na- 
tive of \Vales, the latter of Dutchess county, 
New York. The father was born in 1819, 
and came to Amevica about 1840. On land- 
Ing in New York City, he went direct to 
Pennsylvania, where he followed farming 
lor a few years, and then removed to Fond 
du Lae county, Wisconsin, where he en- 
gaged in the same ceeupation until con- 
ing to Linn county, Iowa, in 1874 Here he 
located on the present farm of our subject, 
and to its cultivation and improvement he 
devoted his time and attention until called 
to Tis fHnal rest in 18go. His widow now 
Makes her heme with her children in this 
state 

Adelbert J. our suthject. is the third in 
order of birth i this family. the others be- 
my as follows: George, who married 
Geargia Lanning and resides in West Che- 
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halem, Oregon; Abbie, assistant principal 
of the school at Center Point, this county; 
Fred, who married Mary Bartholomew and 
also lives in West Chehalem, Oregou; Hat- 
tic, a teacher in the public schools of Palo, 
lowa; Carrie, wife of Lawrenee Gilchrist, 
of Center Point, lowa; Wilham, who mar- 
ried Alinmie Woods and makes his home 
in McMinnville, where he is serving as city 
attorney; and Eva, wife of Dr. Bryerly, 
a prominent physician ol tls 
county. The children were mostly educated 


Coggon, 


in the common schools of Iowa, chough 
William is a graduate of Lenox College. 
and our subject attended the lowa State 
Normal School aud Cornell College at Mc. 
Vernon. 

After completing lis edttcation A. J. 
Vinton began teaching in the schools of 
Jackson township, and taught there fur 
sever. terms. He then went west and lo- 
cated in Lus Angeles, Califorima, where he 
took up the study of law and was admitted 
the bar in 1887, after which le engaged in 
the practice of his profession im that city 
for four vears. On the expiration of that 
time he returned to Linn county, Lowa, 
aud setiled on the old homestead in Jack- 
son township, where he has since resided. 
He owns one lumdred and twenty acres of 
rich and arable land, and is siecesstully 
engaged in general farming and stock rais- 
ing. He is also engaged in the practice of 
law to a limited extent in the northern part 
vf the county. 

In 1900 Mr. Vinton led to the marriage 
altar Miss Nellie Richardson, of Nopkin- 
ton. Iowa. Her father, .\aron Richard- 
soll, was a passenger Incomotive engineer 
in New Hampshire during his early years, 
and in 188 or °56 came west and settled 
in Union township. seven miles from Hop- 
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kinton, Iowa, and later moved into that 
place, where he engaged in merchandising 
foratime. He subsequently followed farm- 
ing in Delaware county, this state, but for 
the past few veurs las lived retired in Hop- 
kinton. 

Socially Mr. Vinton ts an honored mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pvthias and the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen at Cog- 
gon. The Republican party has always 
found in him a staunch supporter of its prin- 
ciples, and he has been called upon to hil the 
offices of schoo! director and road supervisor 
in Jackson township for several years. He 
is one of the most popular and inthuential 
citizens of is community, 
highl¥ respected and esteemed by all who 
know him. 


and 18 a man 





JOSEPH G. GRAVES. 


Since 1867 Joseph G. Graves has been 
prominently identified with the business aud 
social interests of Cedar Rapids, and is ac- 
counted one of its leading and representa- 
tive citizens, He is a native of New York. 
born in Westford, Otsego county, March 
27, t832, aul is a son ot He HN. Graves, 
whose birth occurred in Cooperstown, that 
state, in 1807. The family is of Seotch 
Origin anil was founded im this country 
in the early part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, becomme early settlers of hoth Ver- 
mont and Our subject’s 
paternal grandfather, \bner Graves, was 
bern in 1765 and ched in 1855. The father, 
who was a tanner by trade. went to Cali- 
fornia in IS4g by way of the water route 
from New York around Cape Horn to 
San Francisen, the voyage consuning near- 
He was accompanied by his 


Alassicliutseltts. 


ly six months. 
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son Abner, who was only hiteen years of age 
at the time. He served as captain of in- 
faumtry in the New York State Militia, and 
continued his residence in the Eimpire state 
until 1855, when he came to Linn county, 
Jowa, and engaged in farming for two years, 
He was a wide-awake, energetic man, and 
was always quite successful in Ins under- 
takings. His last days were spent in retire- 
ment from business at Dow City, Lowa, 
where he died in 1882. His wife, who bore 
the maiden name ol Sabra Greene, was 
born in Massachusetis in r8o0g, and died 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1865. 

Of the etelt children bern te this wor- 
thy couple two died in infaney, while the 
others are Juseph G.. the subject of this 
sketch: Abner, who lives in Dow City, and 
is interested in mitine in Denver; Afary, 
deceased; Isabella, deceased wife of George 
M. Howlett. of Cedar Rapids: Henry, who 
died from expusure at Syracuse, Missoun, 
in 1862, while a soldier of the Civil war, 
and George, who died at his home while 
preparing for the ministry at Davenport, 
Towa. 

Joseph G. Graves began his education in 
the public schools of New York, and also 
attended the seminary at Couperstown. On 
leaving liome at the age of seventeen years 
he learned the carriage maker's trade, be- 
coming thoroughly familiar with every de- 
tai] connected with that industry from start 
to finish. He followed it continuously for 
six years, but later discontinued it ou ac 
count of ill health and engaged in clerking 
for several years. In 1854 he came west 
and located at Warren, Illinois, where he 
worked at his trade for some time. In the 
fall of 1862 he tirst came to Cedar Rapids, 
where he remained six months, and then 
went to Waterloo, Iowa, where the follow 








J. G. GRAVES. 
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ing tw years were passed, tor eight months 
of winch time he was clerk m the county 
recorders office. He next made his home 
in Mechaniesville. Jowa, for two years, and 
fully regamed Ins health while engaged as 
munager of a limber yard there. in which 
Ou his re- 
turn to Cedar Rapids, in 1867. My. Graves 


he was imterested financially. 


purchased a book and stauionery store, 
whiel he conducted until 1879. when he 
sold out. though he was connected with the 
business as an employe until 1884. Since 
then he has devoted his time and energies 
to the insurance busimess, and has met with 
marked success. He represents the tolluw- 
Ing conypxuies: The Traders of Chicago; 
1 New Haven, Connecticut; and 
the Lumherman’s of Vhiladelpjhia. 

While a resident of dVimois Alr, Graves 


SECUrLy 


Aliss 
sarah Coltrin, whe was bern in Olna, Peb- 
rary 28. 1835. and died in Cedar Rapids 
P&S. 


Was miurried in| December, 3854. to 


December 22, she was a graduate 
of Berea College, and suceessiully engaged 
On the 
gth of Nugust. agoo. Alr. Graves was again 
nirricd, his second union being with Ars. 


in teaching school for same time. 


Lelle Fo Towers, who was bern in Penn- 
sylvania Mareh 28. 1850, and is a well-edu- 
cated lady. who takes an active part in so- 
cal affairs. She is a member of Grace Epis- 
copal chureh and the Woman's Guild, and 
Is now a cdireeter of the Vestment Guild. 
She also belonys to a whist club, and, is very 
papular in social circles. 

Mr. Graves has ever taken a prominent 
and active part in fraternal matters. and 
Has hell some of the most important offices 
mM the Jodves ro which he belongs. He was 
one af the organizers of the Legion of Hon- 
or and che second member of Cedar Lodge, 


NO. 1, of Cedar Rapids. Tle was also a 
40 


2 


charter member of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen of Cedar Rapids. In 
1863 he was made a Mason at Waterloo, 
Iowa, and became one of the charter mem- 
bers of Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 263, F. 
& A. M., of which he was master four 
years. He is one of the leading members 
of the order in Towa, having received the 
thirty-third degree in the jurisdiction ot the 
United States of America. their territories 
He was a member ot 
Trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M1, ot Ce- 
dar Rapids, luwa, in which he held several 


and dependencies. 


ofhces, serving as king two vears, and also 
held office in Apollo Connnandery ot Cedar 
Rapids. He is master of finance in Star 
of the West Lodge, No. 1, K. I’. Since 
1877 he has been a member of che Knights 
of Honor Lodge, Nw. 271. of which’ he is 
now financial reporter and treasurer, and 
is also grand reporter for the state of Iowa, 
and representative to supreme lodge for 
igol-2, and in August, (got, will have com- 
pleted his sixth bienmial term (twelve years) 
as grand protector of the grand lodge of the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor tor the state, 





a fraternal insuranee order, with which 
he has been connected since 1881. In the 
work @f these various organizations le lias 
laken a very active and influential part, and 
by his connection with the saine has be- 
come widely aud favurably knawn through- 
out the state. In early hte Alr. Graves was 
a member of the Methodist Episcapal churels, 
in which he held all the offices up to 1&79, 
but in i884 united with the Presbyterian 
ebureh. In Mareh, 1got, he was contirmed 
a member of Grace Episcupal ehureh, of 
which he is now an active member. Since 
supporting Fremont ter the presidency in 
1856, he has been an ardent Republican in 


politics. though never a politician in the 


Si4 


He has been a cele- 
gate te numerous county conventions, aud 


sense of othce seeking. 


has been registrar for fourteen vears, = it 
1866 he was elected justice of the peace 
11 Cedar county, and since 1895 has Alled 
the office of clerk of Rapids township. Ot 
a very social and gemal nature, Ar. Graves 
and 18 
very populag with all classes of peuple. 


inakes jriends wherever he goes, 





HENRY EXNDERSON, 


Since 1854 this geitlemtan has been a 
resident of Linn county, and throughout 
his active business life has been prominently 
He 
is a thriitvy and progressive farmer, whose 
fine 
acres is pleasantly situated on section 10, 
Jacksou township, only a half-mile south 


identified with its agricultural interests. 


farm of two hundred and sixty-six 


vf the village of Coggun. 

Mlr. Henderson was born in Heming- 
ford, Canada, June 25, 1848, is parents be- 
ing Wilhamn and Aley (Bursell) Henderson, 
the furmer a native of Scotland, the latter 
of Yorkshire, England. \Wilham tHender- 
sun was a lad of eight years when he crossed 
the Atlante with his father and took up 
Ins residence on a farm in Canada, where 
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits u- 
til coming to Linn county, lowa, in the 
spring of 1854. He settled on the Farin in 
Jackson township now owned and occupied 
by vur subject, and with the assistance of 
lus sons cleared away the timber and placed 
He continued 
to engage in farming here until the death ot 
lis wite, which occurred June 30. 1872. 
He then removed to another farm in the 
same township, where he made his heme 


the land under cultivation. 
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until he, tou, was called to his Anal rest on 
Atter the death 
of the mother of our subject he was again 


the 2th of January, 1892. 


married, his second union beimg with Sarah 
Willis, of Jackson township, who also died 
IM ISG2. 

By the first umon there were six chil- 
Wilham, the oldest, died in 
James is 
amerchant and stock buyer of Eller, Dela- 


dren, namely : 
the army during the Civil war. 


ware county, lowa, whose sketch appears 
Fete: G. 
extensive farmer of Jackson township, who 
Robert, 
a farmer of Cedar county, Lowa. rst mar- 
ried Llelen Brown, and atter her death 
wedded Enuna Phelps. Henry, of this re- 
Hannah 
Jane is the wife of Veter T. Henderson, 


elsewhere in this velume. is an 


Is aso represented in this work, 


view. is the next of the fanuly. 


whose sketel will be found on another page 
of this work. The children were all edu- 
cated in the common schools of this county. 

Ags son as uld enough to be of any as- 
sistance Henry Henderson began work on 
the lume farm, and has since devated lus 
attention to its cultivation and unprovement, 
It is one of the finest and most desirable 
farms in the township, and its neat and 
thrifty appearance plainly indicates the 
careful supervision of the owner, who 1s 
accounted one of the most thorough and 
He also 
carries on stock raising, making a specialty 
of the Polled Durham cattle, and is quite 
extensively engaged in the manufacture of 


sisillful farmers of the community. 


butter, having a small creamery upon his 
farm. In buiness affairs he has steadily 
prospered and is now quite well-to-do. 

In 1876 Mr. Henderson was united in 
marriage with Miss Hannah Blodgett, of 
Jackson township, who was born December 


Y7. 1857. and is a daughter of Simeon 
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Blodgett, of Central City, whose biography 
appears on another page of this volume. 
Our subject and lis wife have no children 
of their own, but have two adopted sons. 
Charles and Lester. Mr. and Mrs. Hen- 
dersion. are members of the Jackson Con- 
gregational church, and he is also a mem- 
ber of the Brotherhood of .\merica at Cog- 
gun. Volitieally he has always afhhated 
with the Republican party, and ts an earnest 
advocate of all measures calculated to ad- 
vance the mural, social or material 
of the eonmnunity in which he lives. 


ELIILU IVES. 


The subject of this sketch is not only a 
representative of oue of the promunent pio- 
neer famihes of this county, but 1s also 
vid Revolutionary 
suck. He was born on the 21st of Decem- 


iu New Haven county, Connec- 


deseended from goud 


ber, 1830, 
ticut, wf which county his parents, Ehhu 
and Rachel (Blakeslee) Ives, were also na- 
ves. The Ives family cae originally from 
England and was founded in this country 
In-early colonial days. Our subject’s pa- 
ternal grandfather, Charles [ves, who was 
a shoemaker and tanner by trade, enlisted 
m the Continental Army during the Revolu- 
and imacle shoes for the soldiers. 
He had a brother who was also in the serv- 
ice, and being eaptured by the British, was 
taken to New York, where he contracted 
The father of our sub- 
guard duty in the war of 1812. 


tlonary war 


P 


sinallpox and died. 
yeed lid 
In 1837 he removed with his family to Il 
nos, the journey being made with a team 
and covered wagon. Our subject still has 
some of the offspring of this team, For nie 


welfare 


S15 


mouths the family made their home near 
Blonungton, and then removed tu Hender- 
sonville, Illinois, where they spent nearly 
two years. In 183g they came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and towk up their residence 
In Marion township, the tether entering a 
claim of one hundred and ninety-seven acres 
on sections 11 and £4. where our subject 
now resides. At that time there were many 
Indians in this locality, and deer and fer- 
The 


cities of Cedar Rapids and Marion had not 


thered game was found in abundance. 


been laid out, and the fanuly went twice a 
year to Wines tor provisions. and to within 
their flour 
and feed, a distance of thirty mies. On 
their arrival here they took up their abode 


twelve miles of Aluseatine for 


with a neighhor in a one-room log cabin, 
making a family of seventeen, remaining 
build a 


six weeks until the father could 


cabin of is own. The Baptist church ot 
Marion was organized at lus home, and 
he served as ove of its deacons throughout 
lite. He died on the old homestead Sep- 
tember 15, 1864, and his wife passed away 
December 24, 1885, the remains of both 
being interred in the Marion cemetery. 

born 
eight children, namely: Lucey. who mar- 
ried G. Andrews, of Marion townslup, and 
both are now deceased; Charles, deceased, 
who married Louisa Moss and resided in 
New Haven, Norman, de- 
ceased, who married Hannah Gray, who 1s 
now divine with her daughter, Lucy, in 
Marion, Iowa; George, who married Han- 
nah Jones and both died in Marion towne 
ship. this county; John B., who married 
Jane Wallace and makes his home iw Ma- 
rion: Ruth, deceased wife of Dean Cheadle, 
of Marion: Elihu. our subject: and one whe 


died in infaney. 


Unto this worthy couple were 


Connecticut; 
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Mr. Ives. of this review, was only six 
years old when the family removed to [h- 
nois, aud since the age of eight he has mace 
He pur- 
sued his studies in-an old log school house 


his home in Linn county, lowe, 


on the Aft. Vernon read, wluch was later 
moved a half mile west of the home tarm, 
and continued to atrend school wnul about 
twenty years of dye. At the same time he 
assisted lis father in the work of the farm, 
ad on the latter's death, in 2864, he took 
complete charge of the place, though he 
had practically had the management of the 
farm from the age of nineteen venrs, lus 
father being an iavalid. 

In Marion township, Mr. Ives was ifar- 
ried, jJanteary 4. 1965. to Misa Gea J, Ox- 
ley, who there November 15, 
1842, and is a daughter of John §. and 
Jane (Hawlev) Oxley, natives of Indiana. 
In r8j8 her parents came to lows and set- 


was born 


tledl on Dig creel. in Alarion township. Linn 
county, later removing te another farm i 
the same township. Phere the father died 
in i87g. aud the mether, whe long sur- 
Both 
were lard to rest in) Martuvs ehureh bury- 


vived Inn. departed dts lite ar r8g3. 


Ing ground mp Alarion towrslip. 
a family of ten eluldren: 


They had 
Inverette mar- 
riel Susan Benham and died on his farm 
in Marion township: Emeline is the wife 
6t Jolin W. Gray. a farmer of the same 
township: Jolin WW. died at the ave of two 
years: - a resident of Marion town- 
ship. married Dela Tryon, who died while 
he was in the army during the Civil war; 
Celia J. is the wife of our subject: Georgia 
Ann is the wife @— A. XML. Seehrist. who 
lives five mules nerth of the ald hamestead 
in Marion township: Henry ivairried lice 
Ives and mikes his home in Marion: Taylor 
marned Ismma Cheadle awd. is alse st resi- 


fates. 
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dent of Marion: Marshall married Tillie 
Ellison and tives in Marion township; and 
Robert S. married Lizzie Llouver and is also 
living in) Marion towisiup. 

Adv. and Als. Ives have tree children: 
Tolis HL 
Cedar Rapids Supply 
Laura AM. Varris 


a traveling salesman for the 
Company, married 
amd they make their 
home on a farm four miles east of Marion; 
Charles E. married Maud Geekley and car- 
mes ON an oralee ranch at Corona, Cali- 
forma; and Joha R. married Lila Seort, and 
NOW 


operates the home farny tive miles 
suguthease of Marion, and also deals quite 
extensively i stock, buying and feeding for 
market. The inether of these children was 
called to her final rest Mareh 28, 189i, her 
remains bemg interred i the cemetery at 
She was an earnest ind consist- 
AMetheclist 


chuarel: at Maruns Creek, Alarion townsinp. 


Nari. 


ent member of the | piscopal 
She took a very active part in elireh work 


and when called to her tnal reward her 
death was aot only mourned ty ler im- 
mediate family, but by the entire com 
MNeY, 

Mlr. [ves lvas) practically retired from 
acuive labor, leaving the work of the tarm 
to his sons. He has a well improved place. 
an whieh is an eegant home, large barns 
and good outbuildings, and i Eaet here may 
be found all of the conveniences and ac- 
cessaries seen upom a model farm of the 
present dav. By lus ballot he supports the 
men and measures of the Republican party, 
ait he has Alled the offices of reac super- 
visor and school direetor for a number of 
vears. Int religtous belief he is a Baptist, 
aid is a deacon and active member of the 
at Marion. 


lor over sixty years he has been a resident 


chureh of that denomination 


uf this county, and his upright, honorable 
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jife justly entitles him to a prominent place 
on the roll of the cauntry s honored pioneers 
and representative citizens. 


a 
Ls W.. BLINT. 


This well-known farmer and stock rais- 
er residing ou section 4. Jackson township, 


wa native of New York. born in Oswego 


(S42, and is a 
William RR. and Charlotte Burt, whe made 


cnmiv. July 42. 


their home in that county throughout life. 
LN50. the latter im 
By ueccupation the father was a tai- 


the tormer dying im 
IA75. 
ver, curmer and shoemaker. 

Le. ay 


mothe county of his nativity, and was still 


Gurt wus reared and = edueatedl 


residing there when the Civil war brake 
OuL. enlisting .\ugust & 1862, in Campany 
A. One md Tenth New York 
Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel D.C. 
Littiejolin and Captain Ira Vratt. His com- 
mail took part in the Red river expedition, 


Hltundred 


starters from New Orleans, and then went 
fo Forte Jeflersonu. They participated in a 
Mumber of engagements, including the siege 
of Port Hudson, and during the battle at 
that place Mr. Burt received a 
Wound which disabled him, but he re- 
muuned with lis conpany until the close 
ol the war. At Washingten, D. C.. he was 
discharged June 26. 


ageneral order from the wir department. 


euushot 


INGS5. on account of 


Mr. Burt was the only one of his fam- 
Hy to come west. In i868 he removed 10 
Cedar Rapids, lowa, and. was engaged in 
farming near chit city for a lew years. He 
then locate! in the city. where he established 
aidray and transfer line. which he conduet- 
ed] about nine vears. Daring this tine he 


son at 


817 


oe 


was married in 1872 to Miss Alice Bressler, 
a mative of Cedar Rapids and a daughter 
of Jacob C. Bressler, wha was a_ heuse 
mover of Cedar Rapids. ler father is now 
cdeceased| still 
Our subject and his wile 


and her mother resides 1 
Cedar Rapids. 
have tour children; Burl R.. who resides on 
a farm in Jackson township; Bessie, Jacob 
Gia L. Neal, All iat lite: 

After lis marriage Aly. Burt continued 
toy engage in the transfer business in Cedar 
Rapids for a short time, and then removed 
to his present farm in Jackson township, 
where he has made his home for sixteen 
years. It was knuwn as the old Dan Castle 
farm and comprises one hundred and twenty 
acres on seetion 4. In connection with 
general farming Mr. Burt is successfully 
engaged in stuck raising. making a spe- 
clalty of the breeding of fme Chester White 
hogs and Wiiute Plymouth Keck echickerts, 
Which he has found quite profitable. 

Mr. Burt uses his right of franchise in 
support of the Kepubhean party and its 
principles, but has never been an office 


seeker. Jfraternally he halds membership 


im the Alasome lodge and the Grand Army 


post at Coggon, while religiously lis wife 
is a member of the Presbyterian ehurelt at 
that place. 
known throughout the county, 


They are widely and favorably 
and 
many warm friends in the community where 


have 


they reside. 


EDWARD A. WOODS. 


Among the old and trusted employes 
of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & North- 
ern Railroad this well-known resident of 
Cedar Rapids stands ffth in point of serv- 
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ice. He was born in Nashua, New Hamp- 
shire, on the ist day of July, r84y, and ts 
a son of Asa and Ellen (Searles) Woods, 
both natives of the same state, the former 
born near Hullis, the latter in Greemnheld. 
Throughout lite the father followed the 
occupation of farming and at times ywned 
considerable property. In polirics he was a 
Denwerat. and in religious faith both he 
and lis wife were Alethodists. She dted in 
Nashua. 

Nebraska. 


children, namely: 


lowa. and his death occurred in 

They were the parents of three 
Edwart A wf 
sketch: Julia, deceased: and Wilham, who 
died at the awe of thirty-hve veurs. 


thus 


By a 
former marriage the mother had one daugh- 
Albert 
Greeley, and a resident of Nashua, New 


ter, Angie. now the widew of 


Hampshire. Dhev were all educated ui the 
common schools of that state. 

edward o\. Woods was reared on the 
home jarm and attended school until sev- 
enleen vears uf age. On starting ant in 
life for himself le began work for the Bos- 


ton, Lowell & Nashua Railroad, handling 


freight fer thar company until T868, wheit 
he cume to Jawa, locating first at Nashua. 
We soon alterward found employment on the 
THineis Central Realroad as fireman, and in 
1872 was eiven a switeh engine in the vards 
of that road at Waterloo. Ji the fall of che 
sume vear he came to Cedar Kapids. and 
the tollowing January accepted a position 
as engineer on ihe Burlington, Cedar apids 
& Northern Railroad. Atter three years anil 
a half in the freeht service he was given 
1 passenger run, and is to-day one at the 
Most popular passenver 
road. 


engineers cur the 


In 1875 Mr. Woods was united in mar- 


niige With Aliss leftte Gell. a native of Cedar 
Rapids, whe chee here in 1877, leaving one 
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son, Harry, whe is now bookkeeper for a 
wholesale sperting coeds house in Minne- 
He is a graduate of the 
Cedar Rapids high school and Palmer’s 
Business College. Mr. Woods was again 
wnarried, i Octoher, r88o, his second union 
being with Afiss Susie Hoppers, of Cedar 
Falls, who was born in Postville, Towa, in 
186r. She is a member of the Methodist 
Eiseapal  elwureh., 


apolis, Alinnesota. 


and our subject con- 
tributes ty its support. In political sentiment 
he is a Republican, but at local elections 
vetes for the men whem he believes hest 
qualihed fo fll the offices. regardless of 
party |ines. 
No. TG, 


wineers, cud was one its Arst officers. 


He is a member of Division 
4retherhinidl of Loeomotive En- 
Up- 
right and reliable tu all thines, he has gamed 
the entire comthlence of Ins fellow citizens 


and is held in high esteem by all with whom 


jie has eome m contact. cither m business 


vr soctiul tite. 


JOHN HENRY WILKIN, 


John Henry Wilkin was horn in College 
tawnslup. Linn county. Tawa, October 24, 
871. and isa sonef Jolin Charles and Anna 
Paul (Tlartley) Wilkin. Phe father was 
horn September 2. 1836. in Ohio, and at the 
age of fourteen came with tis parents to 
Johnson county, Towa, where his father and 
mother passed the remainder of their lives, 
the former dying at the age of forty-nine, 
While the Jatter lived to be sixty-three years 
of age. His early education was received 
m the schools of Iowa City, but upon the 
death of lis father he was obliged to take 
up work upou the farm, and therefore had 
to give up all thought af further schooling. 
On the 28th of Octeher, 18632, he miaurried 
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daughter of George and Re- 
Her father 
native GE bern January 31, 
1805. Coming west he settled first in John- 
son county and about 1854 touk up hig resi- 


Ruth Anna, 
becea (Paul) Hartley. 


Pennsylvania, 


Wd8 a 


dence in Cedar Rapids. where he died June 
6. 1880. To John Charles and Ruth Wilkin 
were born seven children, whe are as fol- 
[-ranees, Alrs. Herne; 
who married Miss Minme Cargil 
Mar- 
of Cedar Rapids; 


laws: now edward 
James. 
and is living on the old homestead : 
earet, Who is a muilliner 
Henry. our subject: Tauisa, who 1s the wite 


of Edgar Hartley and lives in Cedar Rapids ; 


Ralph, who follows farming in College 
township: Robert, who lives in Cedar 


Kapaicds. 

Onr subject. John Henry Wilkin. 
the 
andon Alareh 3. 


wWadS 


educated in common schools ol Jowa, 
r8g7. married Miss Martha 
Henry Borg- 


hart, whose sketch appears on another page. 


Jane Borghart. daughter of 
Mr. Wilkin nea lives upon the farm of 
the contains 


acres Ot 


late Henry Borghart. whieh 
about feur hundred 
lle devotes the greater part of his 


for the market 


and seventy 
land, 
time to the raising oF cattle 
and also to the raising of horses and hogs 
for which he finds a ready sale in the markets 
of Cedar Rapids. Mrs. Wilkin is a member 
of the Evangelical Chureh and he and his 
family enjoy the esteem of a large circle of 
family enjoy the esteem and confidence ai a 
large circle of friends. 





HENRY 3. SOULTIAR 

The subject of this sketch was born at 
Astoria, Long Island, August 22. 1852, and 
is Ason of Robert and Philadelphia (Camp- 
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bell) Soutter, natives of Scotland. The first 
of the family to make their home in 
ica was Robert Soutter, the grandfather o1 
H. B. Soutter, who settled in Norfolk, Wir- 
ginia, where he became a lumber and] slup- 
ping merchant, owning packets which rai to 
Boston. 


Anner- 


In this way he was brought inte 
business and social relations with some of 
the leading men of thar city. [ni the war 
of 1812 he showed his loyalty to his adopt- 


He 


uosteitiit aus 


ed country by serving as a voluntecr. 
large, but 
s, and his home was one of popular 


was uw man of 
charitie 
resort of the clergy and the naval officers 
who were stationed at Norfolk. Tis son, 
Robert, married Philadelphia Campbell, and 
to them were born twelve children, of whem 
Henry B. is eleventh in order of birth. He 
of the firm of Alaitland. 
Kennedy & Campbell, one of the old New 
York and Norfolk For 
many years he was connected with the Dela- 
ware & Hudson Canal Company, occupy- 
ing the position of vice-president. He «ied 
when Henry 
}lis son, 


was a member 


business firs. 


in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
B. was about sixteen years ol age. 
Charles B.. is a resident of Cedar Rapids, 
and is vice-president of the Cedar Rapids 
Savings Bank. 

Henry B. Soutter ws educated im the 
schools of New York city, and began lus 
business career as an office bow and clerk 
with the firm of J. J. & J. P. Lathrop, flour 
commission merchants of that place. He 
was next in the employ of John Sinclair & 
Company, of New York, and a year later 
came to Cedar —" to accept a clerical 
position with T. M. Sinclair & Canpany. 
He advanced from one position to another 
until he became vice-president of the cam- 
pany. in which capacity he was serving wien 
he retired from active business in November, 


1900. \Vhen he came to Cedar Rapids the 
business of the frm was carried on on a 
small seale, and he became an important 
factor 11 its success. 

On the 13th of September. 1877. Mr. 
Soutler was united in murriage with Miss 
Lal ¢ 


amd was educated at Asbury University, 


Dewev, 


Who was born in’ Virginia, 


Crreencastle, Indiana. with which her equsin, 


Kev. Dr. Fiske. D. D.. was connected. Her 
parents were George and Sarah (tlder) 


Dewey, the tormer heing one of the pioneer 
merehants of Cedar Rapids. He was born 
mm Grunswiek, Maine, andl while he was 
quite voung Jus father moved to Coshwe- 
ton, Ohio. where he spent his vouth. Here 
the amrabihity of lis disposition, the gravity 
and saber thaughthuluess of lis mind. ane 
the love and devotion of his heart, called 
forth the admiration of all who were hrought 
mm contact with hin. tn r8s5 he came tn 
Cedar Kapiuds. and was for some veurs act 
ely engaged in mercantile pursuits. Eere. 
by his mevlest. retiring manner, lis zeal and 
unbending integrity mi all the relations of 
hie, wen hint universal respect and esteem. 
He marrie! Miss Sarah Elder. of Cushoeton, 
Ohio. a daughter of Thomas Elder, wih 
came to Cedar Rapids in r86r, but spent 
the latter vears af his life in Couneil Bluffs, 
Jowa. Aliss Elder was a graduate of the 
She now 
makes her home with Afr. and Alrs. Simtter. 


Steubenville Female Seminary. 


Unto Mir and Airs. Soutter were born 
three chililren. namely: Caroline Camphell, 
who was graduated at Lake Forest Univer- 
sity, Lake Torest. Wlinois, and whe is now 
taking a classical course at Wellesley: Mav 
Dewey, who died Nevembher 22, t88y: and 
Charles Tlenry, who is attending the public 
schools of Cedar Rapids. 


Both Mv. and Mfrs. Soutter are active 
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members of the First Presbyterian church, 
of wlich he is an elder, Fur matty vears he 
has been ilentied wrth the Young Men’s 
Chistian Association, and has held the oftice 
assuctatian at Cedar 
Rapids for seven vears. 


of presnlent of the 
As a citizen he 
has been the advocate of every movement 
designed to promote the general welfare of 
his adopted city, a supporter of every en- 
ferprise tor the pubhe good, and has mate- 
rially anted in the advancement of all social, 
midustrial, educational and moral interests. 


<j 6-0- ——<$_$_—_— 
HAMILTON DBD. NEWLAND, 


Since the 1866 Hamilton D. 
Newland has been a resident of Linn county, 


fall gi 


ail for many years he was acuively identi- 
hed with its agricultural interests, [ut 1s 
now practically living a retired life in Cen- 
ter Point, having lw lis industry and good 
management acquired a comfortable compe- 
tence, Whieh enables limi to uy aside all 
Fle was born in Ciion coun- 
Sy. and belongs 
tu a fanuly of English extraction, whiell 
originally settled tm Nerth Carolina. Hs 
paternal vreat-grandfather, John Newland, 


business cares. 


ty. Ohie. Septeniber 7. 


was a seddher of the Revolutionary wat. 
The grandfather, Isaue Newland, was a ma- 
tive of Virginia, to whiel) state his father 
removed priar to the Revolutionary war. 

A. A. Newland, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Montgomery ceunty, Vir- 
ima. 11 1804, and was reared in that state. 
When a voung man he removed to Waslt- 
Ington county, Pennsylvania, where he was 
married, June 4 1&3c. to Sarah Av’. Argo, 
anative of the Keystone state and a daugh- 
ter of Smith Arge. Two vears later he 





H. D. NEWLAND. 





MRS. H. D. NEWLAND. 
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went to Ohie, and located in Union county, 
where he followed his trade of a brick and 
stone mason. and also engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits upon a farm which he opened 
up and improved. In 1871 he joined his 
sons, Llamilton D. and George W., in Linn 
county. lawa, and died here Irebruary 20, 
1897. at the advanced age of ninety-twe 
years. His wife departed this life June 27, 
1888, at the age of 

Hanulten D. Newland grew to manhood 
in the county of his nativity. and lis early 


sevelity-Sseven vears. 


education, obtained in the common schools 
ear his ame, was supplemented by a two- 
years course at the college im Hillsdale. 
Michigan. While there the Civil war broke 
out and he enlisted in the three months’ 
service. but did not go to the front at that 
tine. At his home in Union county, Ohio, 
he again enlisted, Jane rr. 1861, becoming 
uf the noted 
Infantry. 


a member of Company fr, 
Ohio 


which reeiment had among its officers Pres- 


Twenty-third Volunteer 


dents El:aves and MeKinley, and was a part 
His tirst 
enyugement was at Carnifax Ferry, West 


of the Army af the Potomac. 


Virginia, i a8G1, anc later he participated 
mi the bales of South Mountain and An- 
the second bate of Bull Run, the 
shenindoah campaign, and battle of Cedar 
Creek. Stanton aie Floyd Mountain, in fact. 


ets, 


all of the engagements in which his regi- 
ment doak part. losine uo tine fron illness 
He was on detached duty 
for about a month, being connected wih the 
Qn the expira- 


or other causes, 


recruitmy service at home. 
tion of his term of enlistment he was how 
orably discharged at Columbus, Ohio, tm 
lily, iy. | 
On his return home Mr. Newland en- 
Sived in teaching school during the winter 
months, and was also interested in the gro- 


825 


1§66 he came to Lit 
county, Iowa, and during thar and the fol- 
lowing years taught school at Center Point 
Here he was married) Decem- 


cery business. Tn 


and viemuty. 
ber 12, 1867, to Miss Maliula Newman, 
who was born and reared in this county, her 
father, John N. Newiman, having removed 
from Indiana to Iowa in the fall of 1852 
and taken up his residence here. Six ehil- 
dren have been burn tu them, namely: Mark 
A., who was educated at the lowa State 
University, at Jowa City. and for the past 
nine years has engaged in the practice of 
medicine at Center Point; Zell. wife of C, 
C. Lewis. of Kenwood Park, this county ; 
J. F., who is engaged in farming on the 
old homestead: and Eva B., George QO. and 
Don H., all at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Newland located 
on a farm of one hundred acres near Cen- 
ter Point, and in connection with the cul- 
tivation of his land he engaged in teach: 
ing school during the winter months for 
about twenty years. As his financial re= 
sources increased he added to his Jandecl, 
possessions from time te time until he now 
owns a valuable and well-improved farm 
of three lundred and seventy-seven acres, 
and his wife owns a part of the old New- 
man homestead. Mr. Newland continued 
to reside upon his farm until 1892. when 
he removed to Cemer Point and engaged 
in merchandising for a tine. heing in busi- 
ness here for several years at different times, 
but he is now practically living retired. en- 
joying the fruits of former toil, On coming 
to Towa he was in linnted circumstances, 
but has gradually worked lis way upward, 
overcoming the obstacles in the path to suc- 
cess until he is to-day one of the prosper- 
ous and substantial citizens of lis commu- 


nity. In all his undertakings he has been 
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ably assisted and encouraged by Js esti- 


Inahle wife, who has indeed proved a true 


helpmate to liam. 

Politically Mr. Newland las been a lte- 
long Republican, and cast his first presi- 
dential vote for Abraham Lincolu in 1864. 
He has been a member of the county Re- 
publican central committee, and for same 
years was chairman of the townslup central 
comniuttee, but he has never sgugehr official 
honors. He has served as assessor of lus 
townslup, and took the census of \Washing- 
ton township in 3870 and 1890. Frater- 
nally he is a charter member af Denison 
Post. NO. 244, G.. A, 
filled all the offices and is past eouunanider. 
He has also been a delegate to mumerous 


KK.. in which he has 


State encampinents. His wile is a member 
ot the Keliei Corps. 


respectability. and have a large circle of 


They are people of 


frienls and aequamtances throughout the 
county whe appreciate their sterling worth. 


LHORLAS HE MW DESO. 


and 
prosperous agriculturist who has made his 
home in Jackson township tor about thirty 
years, was born on the 14th of Mareh, 1852. 
in Canada. and is a son of Robert and Jen- 
neite (Douglas) Henderson, natives of Can- 
ada and Scotland, respectively. The father 
followed farming in the land of his birth 
unui res4. when he decided tis try his for- 
tune in the United States and removed to 
Fillmere county. Minnesota, where he en- 


Thomas Henderson. a successful 


gaged in the same ocenpatian throughout 
He «hed there 
on the 25th of March, 1889. and his wife 
departed this life Mareh 8 19g0,. 


the remainder ot lis life. 


They 
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were the parents af nine children: \Walliam, 
now a farmer of Tennessee: James, a farmer 
of Pillmore county, Alinesota: Robert, a 
liyeryinaw of Jackson, Mimuesota; Thomas, 
aur subject; John, a farmer, living near 
Pipestone, Minnesota; Henry, a teamster in 
Wreoming; Catherine, wite of W. A. Dux- 
bury, a farmer ot South, Dakota; Jessie, wife 
of Ole Vsines, who lives on the old home- 
stead in Illmure county, Alinnesota; and 
Ella, wide of Edward Stone, a farmer of 
Jackson, Miinesyta. The chitdren received 
conunon school educations. | 

When his school days were over Thomas 
Henderson teuok up farming, with which 
pursuit he had become thoroughly tambhar 
while aidiny in the operation of the home 
farm, and has since falluwed that oecupa- 
tion with geod suceess. Le was iarried 
December 20, 1874. the lady of lis choice 
being Miss Minime Willis, a daughter of A. 
L. Wills, of Cagegon, this county, whose 
Mrs. 


Henderson was born December 12, 1855, 


sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 


and by her marriiuge has become the mother 
of eght children, namely Frank; Leila. now 
the wife of Charles Mills. a farmer of Jack- 
son township: Lark. Arthur: Carrie: Leslie; 
Ruth; and Marion, mast of whom ate still 
at home. 

In January, 1878, Ar, Henderson re- 
moved to lis present farm in Jackson town- 
ship, knewn as the old Philbrick place. He 
now owns one hundred and sixty-six acres 
of exceilent farming land on section 16, and 
is successfully engaged in its operation, but 
mikes stock raising his principal business, 
having founel that quite profitable. He 1s a 
man of ken discrimination and sound judg- 
ment, wid generally carries forward to suc 
cessful campletion whatever he undertakes 
In politics he is a Republican, and tor two 
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years he served as assessor of Jackson town- 
ship. Fraternally he is a member of the 
Modern Brotherhood of America at Coggon, 
and religiously both he and his wife are 
members of the Congregational 
Chureh of their township. 


Jackson 


FRANC STUVIL BRESE. 


4 foval munister 
ane also the 


Myr. Beebe 1s 
Methodist Fpiseapal ehureh, 
owner of a verv beautiful farm in Fairtax 
township. Linn county, where 
known and highly respected throughout the 
district. oN 
Wisconsin, 


native of 
age tock up his 
where he has made an 
of friends fer 
rH. P. Beebe, 15 naw engaged 


entire 
he ae an early 
residence i bowa, 


unlinuted munber lhimsel £. 

[lis tathe 
in farming in Richland county, Wisconsin, 
where he lives with his wife. Emma (Good) 
Peel Richard Good, born 


i [neland in 7796, came to this country m 


whose father, 
1816, at the age of twenty vears, and lived to 
the extreme ald age of one hundred and one 
Vedrs, T8907 
lived to the age of one hundred and 
Ar, Adains 
Lee: 


dying Septentber 3. while his 
brother 
SIX Vers. Good married Sarah 


March 7, 


born 


and to this marriage were 
eleven clildren: and = fane, 

Charles, Mary, Benjamin, Petsey. 
Rebecca. Marguerite, Richard. Thomas and 
Emina. Mr. Beehe, our subject's father, 
was the third af nine elnildren hern te his 
Parents that grew to maturity, 
henge Lenton, Wilder. Nathan. Harriet, 
Mary, Sarah Ann, Eliza and Maria. This 
warthy conple were among the early settlers 
of Verniont, father. although barn in 
England, having settled there ata very early 


diy. 


Susan 
(wins: 


the others 


the 


of the 


he is widely 


the state of 


Mr. Beebe received a good education im 
Richland county. Wisconsin, where Is ehild- 
hood was spent. Our subject is the alidest 
of a family of nine children. His brother 
Pery, who 1s engaged j in farming in \Wiscon- 
sin, married Everetta Bigsby ; Oscar, anther 
brother, lives on a farm in Fairfax town- 
ship with his wife, Myrtle (Cleveland) 
Beebe; \da beeame the wife af Lewis Pow- 
ers. and together they 
in Wisconsin; anether brother, Charles, 
Huhbanks, are itlsa en- 
gaged in farming in \Wisconsin; Eva died 
April 1, 1856, when but seventeen years of 
Sarah married Charles Garner, who 
Charles 
Owens, one of Wisconsin's agriculturists. 
of Mary: Lizzie also 
Edward Deohbs. 
and is a resident of Wisconsin: and the 
youngest sister, Jane, married Prett Hu- 
another of thritty 


reside upon a farn 
mMar- 


ried Dove and they 


ave; 
is a well-to-do farmer in Wisconsin: 


heeame the husband 


married an agriculturist, 


hanks, Wisconsin's 
farmers. 

When our subject finished school le en- 
gaged in farming with his father until he 
when he 
Here he 


reached the age of nineteen vears, 
moved westward to Linn county. 
spent a short time in the employ of a rail- 
road company, and then for five vears was 
employed by the month on a farm. -\t the 
expiration of this time Mr. Beebe repted 
a farm of two hundred and forty acres, 
and one year afterward, July 3, 
ried Clara MeDowell. daughter of Godtrey 
and Keziah (Burkholder) AleDowell, and 

four children: -\llen. her 
in infancy; Anna, 


rS77, mar- 


the oldest of 
brother, ciel A SISter, 
became the wife of George MeKinnon, a 
farmer of Hartford township: and Addie 
was imiurried to George Rider. a farmer re- 
siding in Greene county, lowa. 

At the end of one Year alter lus mare 
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rented his farm until that 
time, he purehased one hundred and twenty 
acres of it, and having erected a 
residence 


home, 


riage, having 
beautiful 

€ upon it has ever since made tt his 
During — thre Nir. 
Beehe is engaged in evangelistic work, 1 
Along 
the lines ot temperance and church work Ar, 
Beehe is ever and the 
receives lis vote, 


Winter ometths 


whieh he has been very siiccessiul. 


a liberal supporter, 
Prohibition ticket always 
but he has no desire for political offices. his 
private business requiring his constant at- 
tenuion. 

ive children lave been born to Nr. artd 
Mrs, Beebe: Acison Claire is now engaged 
with the Lefebure Ledger Company, of Ce- 
va Bertha, Gudfrey Hiram, 


Jemma Weziah and James Leghorn heme at 


dar WNapuels: 


hame with their parents, Bertha graduating 


trom the high school im June. t&gg. 


ANDREW J. TAMBLYN 


One of the busiest. most energetic atd 


most enterprising meno oi Linn eaunty. 1s 


the subyeet of this sketch, who is snecess- 


fully engaged mm farming and stogk raising 


on dus lighly cultivated farm, situated in 


Pauirtax township.  Flis father, Henry Tam- 
bivn, was of English parentage and born on 
{4. His 
early lite was passed in England where he 


nelish sail Nevemher 1827. 


received Jus education. On reaching mean- 
came to the United States and set- 
tHled in Pennsvivama, working us a laborer. 


hood he 


There he met and married Ann Thomas. 
whe was a native of Wales. born Deeenber 
7. 1837. and whoa with her parents had pre- 
viously come to the United 


After 


Stites and set- 


tle ur Pennsylvania. his marriage, 
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Henry Tamblyn continued his employment 
until he had accumulated enough money to 
purciase a tarm. He operated this for a 
short Gime and then sold it anc removed to 
Ilhineis, Here he again engaged in farming 
but soon after moved to Linn evunty, lewa, 
Where he purehased a tarni upor which he 
resided for a number of years but was living 
retired in Fairfax, Jowa, at the time of his 
death [une t, INQ. me clildren were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Willian Henry 


lowe. 


Paniblvu as follows 
is a tee farrier fving in int 
Farias. Damel died in Alason City, 
tos. Jasen died im Fairfax township and 
his father, are 
Amos and 
nudther in Fairfax, 
C. Elliott and 
[clwin died 


his remams, with those of 


interred lairtax cemetery. 
Asaty live with their 
fane Nf. 


Is NOW TViIng in Sux county. 


recuune the wife or le. 


iy infaney. Irwin T. is a farmer in the 
state of Washington. Andrew J.. our sub- 
ject, completes the fanuly. 


Owing ta his father’s nancial condition, 
Andrew J. Tamblyn was deprived ef the ad- 
He tor a 
very short tine attended sehool after wich 


Viultlages of an early education. 


he was obliged to spend his time in working 


about the farm. At the ave ol seventeen 
years he left his home and teak up ins 
residence in Clucage, where he was em- 


ploved by Nibert Morse & Company, at that 
time doing a large gram eomimission bust- 
Here he remained three vears and 
farm, His 
engaged his services and for 


NESS. 


then returned to dius father’s 


brother, Daniel, 
three years he worked as Nour packer in lus 
null. Cedar Rapids was the next place im 
which he took up his residenct and arrived 
here with but two dollars and sixty cents 
inecash. Vaking up what work he could find 
to he dane, he in a shore time had enough 
farin Johnson 


ene, save te rent a 
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county from Joseph Cloud who furnished 
the necessary implements with which to 
work it. One vear was the length of time 
spent by our subject upan tins farm. The 
next season he rented another one and to 
work this land he was compelled to buy a 
horse on credit and borrow one trom Ins 
father. The following vear lis services 
were engaged by his father, after which he 
lett home to learn the butcher bustness. 
Starting at this with a salary of sixteen dol- 
Jars a month, through ability and industry, 
at the end of three vears he had made such 
progress that the firm by whom he was em- 
ployed paid him a salary of thirty-five dul- 
lars a month. During this time he saved 
his myney and was enabled within a very 
short ume to buy the shop in which he 
worked aud with a partner started in busgi- 
ness. At the end of a vear he sold out to 
ls partner and bought an interest in a busi- 
ness 1 Cedar Rapids, whieh at the end of 
eight months he sald and took up the buying 
and selling of cattle as a means of liveli- 
huod, at which he was very successful and 
at which business he remained for live years. 
On the tyth of April, 1882, he married, and 
the following sall bought a quarter section 
Oi land in Nassuth county, Lowa. Ilere he 
took up lus residence and worked the farm 
for about a vear when he sold it. After this 
he rented his brother Amos’ place which he 
bought at the eml of a vear. He then moved 
to lowa county where he bought eighty 
deres of Tand adjeining the farm of his 
lather-in-law, at the death ot whom his wife 
fell heir to the old homestead. i lity: re 
Mamed in lewa county for ten vears and 
then ntaved ta Linn ec minty where they now 
reside, The farm which they purchased 
here contains one hundred and sixty-three 
acre, all in the highest state of cultivation. 





Sesides this farm, Mr. Tablyn is also the 
owner of one hundred and sixty-seven acres 
of improved land in lowa county and in 
comection with the operation of the farms 
carries on lis inunense live stock business, 
personally attending to the buying and 
shipping of the cattle. 

Miss Anna Marie Schloeman became the 
wife of our subject. She was the daugh- 
ter of E. H. and Anna (Saving) Sehloeman, 
both natives. of Germany who had settled 
in lowa county and followed farming. They 
were the parents of the following seven chil- 
dren: William; Henry; Jolin: August; Anna 
Marie, our wife; Lrnest and 
Milla. To the union of Andrew J. and 
Anna Marie Tamblyn were born three chil- 
dren: Henry F., born September &. 1883; 
Nelie G., born January 2, 1886, and Waldo, 
born June 5, 1898, died August 9, 1go00. 
Mr. Tamblyn is a liberal 
chureh and charitable work, ever willing to 


subject's 


eoutributor to 


lend a helping hand to a worthy cause. In 
national and state polities he is a Republican, 
but votes for the man and nut the party in 
township and county affairs. 





JOHN H. TAFT, 


The subject of this sketch has won the 
proud American ttle of a self-made ian. 
Several of the leathng enterprises and busi- 
ness interests of Cedar Rapids bear the im- 
press of his individuality and owe uot a 
little of their success to his ability and ca- 
pable powers of management. His great. 
determination and energy have enabled iin 
to overcome all the ditheuluies and obstacles 
in his path and work hisway steadily upward 


to prosperity. He is known among lis tel- 
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low townsmen for his reliability in all trade 
transactions and justly merits their conf- 
dence and regard, 

Mr. Taft was born in Hartford county, 
Maryland, April 27, 1862, and is the second 
it order af birth in a family of mine elnl- 
dren whose parents were Elias If. and Jane 
(Meihorn) Taft, natives of North Carvlina 
and Marviand, respectively. Prior to the 
Civil war the father was engaged in merciu- 
tile business, but during that struggle he en- 
listed in 1862, and on his return home was 
incapacitated for further business on ae- 
count of the wounds received and disease 
in the In 1868 
moved his fanuly to Spencerville, 
Ohio. where he died in 1886, at the age ot 
hfty-five years, lat his wife is still living 
and cuntinues tu reside in Spencerville, that 
State. 

Being one of the oldest of the family 


contracted jitiiy. lie re- 


with 


much of the responsibility of supporting the 
younger members devolved upon John H. 
Taft after his father’s death and even belore 
on accuunt of his father’s il health, and he 


euve then all gollegtate educations. ln 


early bovhood he attended the commen 
schavls and also the Northwestern Univer- 
sity of Ohio, and received lis business train- 
ing at Eastman’s Business College, Pough- 
keepsie, New York. At the age of nineteen 
he began lis business career as a dry gouds 
merchant at Spencerville, Ohie, where he 
successfully conducted a store for eight 
years, and later was engaged in the same 
enterprise at Sidney, that state, wrth his 
He next conducted a sim- 
ilar stere at London, Olno, the county seat 
of Madison eric started 
ancther store at Delphos, Allen county, a 
inhabitants. His 


tastes have always inclined him to the gen- 


ustiatl success. 
later 


county, 


iown of six thousand 


for a 
time he was also wlentihed with the oil in- 


eral dry goods business, although 
terests Gf the Lima district in Olno, where 
This 
proved a very profitable venture, but he sold 
ent in 1SgS and came to Cedar Rapids, 
where he purchased the dry goods establish- 
nent of Bartwn, Wiltsee & Company. He 
alse disposed of lus interests at Delphos and 
Sidney, Ohig, but still owns the stores at 
London and Spencerville with his brether 
Robert. He has made many 1nprovements 
in the stere of Cedar Rapids since it came 
He has to have addi- 
tional store roums, has added different de- 


he owned seven productive wells. 


ito his possession, 


partients and has largely increased the floor 
space of the store. This establishment is 
now successfully conducted under the firm 
name ot Jolin bi. Vatt & Company. Other 
enterprises also claim the attentiom of our 
subject. who now has under his control aud 
management the Perfection Manufacturing 
Company, which manufactures ladies’ belts 
and novelties and sells its products only at 
whulesale. “The business of this concern has 
already reached enormous proportions, and 
is represented throughout the United States 
It bids fair 
toy become one of the most important mdus- 
tries of Cedar Rapids, giving work to twen- 
tv-live employes and operatives, while in 
Taft employs about forty 
persons all the year round.  ‘Tireless energy, 
keen perception, honesty of purpose, the 
genius for devising and executing the right 
thing at the right time, jomed to every-day 
common sense and guided by resistless will 


by fourteen traveling salesmen, 


his stere Mr, 


power, are numbered among his chief char- 
acteristics, and to these may be attributed 
his wonderful Socially he is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias fratet- 
nity and has filled all the offices in his lodge 


Si1eeess, 
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He is also president of the Cedar Rapids 
Commercial Club. 

Mr. Taft has been twice married. In 
1887. at Bueyrus, Ohio. he wedded Miss 
Molly Carr, a native of that state, and a 
daughter of Michael Carr. To them were 
born three cluidren, namely: Ethel, Arthur 
and Mary. The wite and mother died in 
18g7. and in August, 189y, Mr. Taft was 
untied in marriage with Miss Eva Alles, 
also a nalive of the Buckeye state, and a 
daughter of H. S. Ailes. One child blesses 
this union, Jol Ailes Taft. 


eg 


G. R. SKINNER, M. D. 


Ameng the pronunent representatives of 
the medical profession engaged i practice 
at Cedar Rapids is the gentleman whose 
naine mitroduces this review. Te was born 
in Parma, Monroe county, New York, on 
the myth ot May, 1836, and there passed the 
davs ot Ins boyhoud and youth, receiving 
At the 
age ot fuurteen he commenced work on a 


a good common-school education. 


farm, «nd for the following three years en- 
gaged i agricultural pursuits. 

In 1853 Dr. Skinner went to Polo, Ih- 
nois. where for two years he was employed 
In the drug stere of a Dr, Moore, with 
Whom he commenced the study of medicine, 
and at the end of that time purchased an 
interest in the. business, becoming the junior 
member of the rm of Moore & Skinner. 
in 1860 he the Buftalo Medical 
Schwol, but while attending lectures at that 
place the Civil war broke out, and he joined 
the army as contract assistant surgeon, serv- 


enterec| 


ing in that capacity for a short time. In 
the summer of 1862 he returned to Polo, 
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where he assisted in organizing the Ninety- 
second Ilinois Volunteer Infantry, and was 
conunissioned first leutenant of Company 
I. Seon afterward he was appointed arl- 
jutant, and served as such for one year. 
During the Atlanta campaign he served as 
assistaut mspector general on the staff of 
General Murray, while during General Sher- 
man’s famous marel: to the sea he was on 
General .\tkins’ staff m the same capacity, 
and continued through the Carolina cam- 
He par- 
ticipated in the battle of Chickamauga and 
the engagements at Chattanooga and Look- 
out Mountain, and was all through the At- 
lanta campign. 


paigns wntil the close of the war. 


At the close of the war 
he was mustered out as major, June 21, 
1865, aud returned home with am army 
record of which he may be justly proud. 

On again taking up civil pursuits Dr. 
Skinner resiuned the study of medicine, and 
attended the Bellevue Huspital Medical Col- 
lege at New York city, from whicl: he was 
graduated in 1866. 
practice of lis chosen protession at Polo, 
Hlinois, where he remained until 1871, and 
then came to Cedar Rapids, where he has 
since prosecuted his profession and has met 
with marked success, enjoying a large and 
remunerative practice. He was alone in 
business until 1894, when his son beeane 
associated with him under the firm name 
f§ Drs G BR & G. , Skmner. 

The Doctor was married in Rochester, 
New York. in 1868. to Miss Anna Coleman, 
a native of that place and a daughter of 
Samuel Coleman, who was engaged in the 
grocery business there for many years. By 
this union were born six children, namely : 
G. C., who is now engaged in the practice 
of medicine with his father at Cedar Rap- 
ids: Alice, a resident of New York city; 


He commenced the 
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Frank, a practicing physician of Marion, 
Towa; Ralph, who died im iitaucy ; Arthur 
C.; and a son who died in infancy. The 
mother of these children departed this lite 
May 2, 1898, and was lind to rest in Oak 
Hill cemetery. Dr. Skinner was again mar- 
ried, in June, 189y, his second ustion being 
with Mrs. Minnie Sweet, of Waterloo, Lowa. 

In politics the Doctor is a Republican, 
and socially is counected with the Loval 
Legion, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and of the Alasunie jrateriity. 
He is now the oldest past master of Mt. 
Herman Lodge. Nu. 253. A. FF. & -\. AL, 
is a member of pollo Conunandery, No: 
26, K. T., and of El Kabir Temple of the 
Mystic Shrine. in his: protesstonal rela- 
tions he is a member of the Cedar Rapids 
Medical Society, the lowa Union Aledical 
Society, the Strate Medical and: 
of the American Medical Assuciation. He 
has been president of the State Medical 


Suciely, 


Society, uf which he has been treasurer 
He is also president 
of the persion Cedar lapids, 
and ranks amoung the leading physicians 
His lovalty as a citizen and 


far twenty-five years. 
buarl of 


of the State. 
his ‘levotion to his country’s interests have 
ever been among lis marked characteristics, 
and the community is fortunate that mum 


bers him among its eitizens, 


DAVLD § FAY, 


David S. Fay, who is engaged in the 
jurniture and undertaking business in Troy 
Mills. under the Girma name of DS. Pay 
& Son, has been prominently identitied with 
the commercial interests of that village tor 
thirty years, and is regarded as one ol its 





representative citizens. He was born in 
Champaign county, Olie; on the i8th of 
fume, 1828, and is a son of John DP. and 
Eleanor (faurot) Fay, natives of Vermont 


and New York, respectively. The father, 


who was one of the most prominent and 
influential men of his community, served 
us associate judge in Allen county. Ohio, 
for seven years, and also as township clerk. 
He was a minister of the Methodist Protest- 
ant chureh, and led a most exemplary Chiris- 
tia late. 
Salmon Fay, our subject's — paternal, 
grandfather, was born a Hampslture eoun- 
ty, Massachusetts. in 1764. vf good old 
colonial stock, and in i785 removed to Ver- 
mount, where he made his jane for many 
vears, his oceupauion being: that of farm 
lg. 


affairs and served as representative lo the 


He took a very active part im public 
Vermont legislature. At the opening of the 
war of 1812 he was engayed in. ratting 
lumber and logs on the St. Lawrence tiver 


They 


a 


in partnership with another man, 
were approached by British officers and 
asked to swear allegiance to the British 
crewn. This Mr. Fay refused to do. and 
Was obliged to surrender lis interest in the 
raft, whieh was given to his partner, who 
accepted the British terms. In i816 he re- 
moved to Ohio, where he died six years later. 
His wife only survived him about four 
weeks, and the remains of buth were i1- 
terred near Urbana, Ohio. They were the 
parents of twelve children, all suns. Our 
subject's maternal grandmother witnessed 
the surrender of Captain Andre, which took 
place i the read near her homme, 

David S. Fay. of this review, 1s the 
oldest in a fuuily of eight ehildren. He 
received His education in the schools Qt Ohno, 


and eontinued his residence in that state 
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until 1854. when he came to lowa, and has 
since nade his home in Linn county with 
the exception of three years spent in Bu- 
chanan county, Lowa, when employed as 
survevor. On locating here he entered 
eighty acres of Jand,-to which he later added 
from time to tine until he had two hun- 
dred and ten acres, fifty of which was cov- 
ered with timber, All was wild and unium- 
proved, but he placed it under cultivation, 
and was successfully engaged in agricultural 
purstits for some time. For the past thirty 
years, however, he has given his attention 
principally to mercantile business of various 
kinds, and at present is successtully carry- 
ing on a furniture and undertaking estab- 
Irshinent at Troy AMLills, as previously stated. 
Ele is a wide-awake, energetic and progres- 
sive business man, and in all his undertak- 
ines has been umlormily successtul. 

dn i855 Mr. Pay was united in marriage 
with Aliss Ilizabeth Ward, a dauglter of 
Wilhant Ward, of Otter Creek 
who was one of the pioneer settlers of this 
county, having located here abuut 1842. 
by this union were born two children, name- 
lv: Nanev Eleanor, who married Elgin 
Benedict aud lives in Clarien, Towa; and 
Ida Alay, now the wife of John A. Dicks, 
a resident of the state of Washington. The 
wife and mother died June 16, 1869, and 
was buried in Otter Creck township. Mr. 
Fay was again married in 1872, his sec- 
ond union being with Mrs. Clara (Dicks) 
Willoughby. who is also a native of Cham- 
pagn county, Ohio, and a daughter of Clark 
Dicks, of Pennsylvania. Unto them were 
born two children: Charles $., who mar- 
ned Sadie Crawford and lives in \Wood- 
stock, Wlineis; and John H., who married 


May Rowland and is engaged in business 
41 


township, 
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with his father in Trov Alls. 
one child, Gilbert Gilroy, 

In early lite Mr. Fay was identified 
with the \Wing party, and cast his first 
presidential vote for Winheld Scott, but 
since the organiation of the Republican par- 
ty he has been one of its stanch supporters. 
He has been honored with a number of local 
otices. He has served as justice af the 
peace, and was assessor of Spring Grove 
townslip for about twenty-six years, while 
Both 
he and his wife are members of the Aleth- 
odist Protestant church at Troy Alils, and 
he takes an active and influential part in 
ehurch work, and is now a member of the 
Since 1862 he 


They have. 


he is now Serving as notary public. 


various chureh conniuittees. 
has been connected with the Masome Lodge 
at Walker, and is also a prominent mem- 
ber of Troy Mills Lodge. No. 299, I. O. 
O. F., in whieh he has passed all the chairs. 
He has a very interesting collection of relics, 
including a number of valuable and antique 
articles which were once the property of 
Indians who made their home around Troy 
I-or over a 
half century he has been identihed with the 


Mills i years long gone by. 


interests of this county, and has always 
borne his part in promoting those enter- 
prises calculated to prove of public benefit. 





OSCAR P. FORD. 


This enterprising and progressive farmer 
residing on section 27, is one of the leading 
citizens of Jackson township, where he has 
spent his entire life, having been born here 
on the 19th,of June, 1859. Ilis parents were 
Enos P. and Mary Ann (Falsted) Ford, 
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the former a native of Vermont, the latter 
of New York state. .\bout 1850 fle ta- 
ther came to Linn county, lowa, and was 
one of the first to locate in Jackson town- 
ship. He purchased a tract of land on sec- 
tion 27, which he at once commenced to 
clear and improve, and to the development 
and cultivation of that place he devoted his 
time and energies throughout the remaiider 
of lis life, dying there August 30, 1900. 
The mother of our subject passed away April 
g, 1870, and for his second wile the lather 
married Catherine Bowser, of Jackson tow1- 
fay his trst 
marriage he had five children: Oscar P., the 
subject of this sketch; Ransom M., who died 
April 18 1901, was a farmer and resided 


ship, who is now deceased. 


near Spring Grove, lowa; Cealer W., who 
married Elia Stout and lives on a farm in 
Aiken, Harrison county, Missourt; fervin, 
who married Ida Sawyer and makes lis 
home on a farm in Harrison county, Alis- 
souri; and George, who married Alaud 
Reed, and resides on a farm on Section 27, 
Jackson township, this county. ‘There was 
one child by the second union, Orrin N., 
who lives with relatives in this county. The 
children have been weil educated in the pul- 
lic schowls of Jackson township, and Orrin 
Anished his studies in Central City. 


After laying aside lus text books Oscar 


P. Ford learned the carpenter's trade, at 
which lhe worked in Jackson township until 
his marriage, which was celebrated in June, 
r8&1, Miss Belle Oukley of that township 
becoming his wile. She is a daughter ot 
George and Sarah (Dickinson) Oakley; her 
father is now living mm South Dakota, where 
lie follows Ins chosen occupation—that ol 
Her mother died 11 1898 and the 
Mir. and 
Mrs. Ford have a jamily of fiye children, 


farnuug. 
father marred the second time. 
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wamely: Sadie Mav, Leafie I., George E., 
Charles Mason and [va Alarie. 

After lus marriage Mr. lord located upon 
his present Jarm of section 27, Jackson 
tuwnship., known as the old Beebe place, 
which le las mostly cleared, aud has made 
Tt is row a 
very desirable farm of one liundred and 
tventy-four acres, aml in connection with its 


all the improvements thereon. 


operation Mr. lord is successtully engaged 
He is a wide-awake, en- 
man, of known relialniity, 


i stock raising. 
ergetic business 
aud bas steadily prospered in Ins uindertak- 
ings. .\s one of the leading and influential 
cirizens of the southen part of the township 
he has been elected to several ininor offices, 
the duties of which he has ably discharged. 
ln polities he is a Republican, and in relig- 
belief both he and his wile are Lap- 
belonging to the church of Ceutral 


1S 
Lists, 


City, 





CLARINCs: i. MILLER, 


The subject of this sketch was born in 
Kenton, Ohio, March 30, 1849, and is the 
videst in a family of five children, all of 
whom are still living, his parents being Nel- 
son F. and Elizabeth K (Syter) Miller, the 
lurmer a native of Maryland and the latter 
of Virginia. 

In 1855 the family removed to a farm 
near Palo, linn county, and in 1866 re- 
moved to Cedar Rapids, where the parents 
still make their home at the ripe old age of 
nearly cighty years. He attended the public 
schools of Cedar Rapids, and afterwards 
what is now Coe College, continuing hs 
studies until he was twenty years of age. 
ile has been interested in many different 
lines of business in all of which he was 
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suceesstul, and it r884, he and his brother- 
in-law, F. W. Faulkes, purchased The Ga- 
zette and have continued as 
since. Ar. Faulkes taking the editorship 
and Mr. Miller that of business manager. 
Under their management the paper has be- 
come a power in the community, and 1s rec- 
ognized as one ot the leading journals of 


CAIs vcr 


the state. 

In 1876 Mr. Aliller was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Rachael Letson, daughter 
of Bemper L. and Jane (Huston) Letson, 
of Nevada, lowa, in whose family were six 
children all still living. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Miler were bern two children, Mollie L. 
and tohn L. 

Mr. Aliller lias at all times taken an 
active interest in the wellare of the city and 
hts been cutrusted with pesitions of import- 
ince In cumnection with matters of public 
coneern., tle has given to these interests the 
Sate cure that has been bestowed upon lus 
own liusiness, with sunilarly gratitving re- 
sulls. 


GEORGE KR. CHURCHILL 


George R. Churchill. a prosperous and 
substantial farmer residing on section 17, 
Colleve township, was born Tebruary 17, 
1835. 19 Stowe, Vermont, and is a son of 
A.M. and Anna (Lovejoy) Churchill. The 
father settled in Cedar Rapids in 1834 and 
later moved to Benton county where he lived 
ona larm until 1862, when he took up his 
residence in College township, this county, 
upon a section of land he had previausly pur- 
chased. This land was in a wild, unculti- 
vated state and in after vears i¢ was with 
great pride that Mr. Churchill compared 
the high state of cultivation it had attained 


837 





through his efforts to the barren jJand it 
was at the time of his purchase. The Re- 
publican party always received the vote of 
Mr. Churchill, and as a mark of its appreci- 
ation of his merit made him school director 
as well as justice of the peace. The fam- 
iy of Mr. and Mrs. Churchill consisted of 
nine clildren, five of whom are living. 
They are as follows: George R.. the subject 
of this sketeli; Caroline, deceased; Henry 
C.. living in Nebraska; May, deceased; 
Peter, deceased; Frank M., deceased; Omer 
z\., deceased; Nevada, the wife of Samuel 
Negley, living in Nebraska; and Harry E., 
Colorado. In 1868. A. MI. 


Churchill passed away, leaving his wife 


living in 


She lived to the ripe old 
age of eighty-two years, passing away 11 
1894. and they are interred side by side in 
Davey cemetery, College township. Mr. 
Churehill was one of the pioneers of Cali for- 
ma, gong there by water in 1850, and re- 
mamng over lwo years, meeting with mod- 


to mourn 11:5 loss. 


erate success. 

The common schools of Vermont tur- 
nished the early education of our subject, 
and at the age of nineteen vears he citme 
west with his parents and lived with his fa- 
ther until the latter’s death. He then took 
up his residence upon the eighty acres of 
land that was left to him bv his father, and 
on the 29th day of September, 1869, mar- 
rie’ Miss Elizabeth A. Niles, a native of 
Pennsylvania. Six children bless this union, 
who are as follows: Iedtth Ai., who married 
J. C. Avenell. and lives at Stone Lake. Iowa; 
Myra J.. now Mrs. John S. Milligan, who 
lives in College township: Howard [k.. who 
attends Cornell College at Mount Vernon. 
Towa; Albert M..eand Alice M., twins, and 
Earl A., who live at home. Alrs. Charelill 
by a previous marriage was the mother of 
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three children, as follows: Louisa, who died 
in infaney; Elizabeth AL, deceased, and 
Addie, who married R. W. Avenel! and hives 
in, See Cirp, loa, 

On, March 21, 
fifty-eight years, Mfrs, Churchill, surrounded 
by loving relatives and numerous sincere 
friends, cloed in peacefulness a long and 
many ty mourn her 
of the First 


useful life, leaving 
Geath She was a 
United Presbyterian church at Cedar Rap- 
ids and together with her husband gave 
hearty support to the advancement of the 


member 


good of the conuuunity in every possible 
Inamuler. 

Since casting his first vote at the presi- 
dential election at which Fremont was a 
candidate he has been a Republican, and 
although not taking any aetive part in pol- 
itics 1s ever solicitous for the welfare of lus 
country. 


ADAIR W. MINOT. 


Adair W. Alinot, one of the leading sign 
painters and decorators of Cedar Rapids, 
was born in Koek Island, lilmois, in 1862, 
his parents beiny Loomis .\. and Julia FE. 
(Rice) Minot, wha were natives of New 
Yark state, and removed to Rock Island in 
1859. The father was also a painter by 
trade, lut eventually became interested in 
manulacturing and dealing in shoes, 
Rock Island until called to his final rest in 
April, 1875. at about the age of forty-nine 
years. The mother died in Cedar Rapids in 
1887. They had six children, three of 
whon died in infancy, while those living 
are Adair \W. and Homer S. twins), the 
later now a resident of Tort Scott, Kan- 


Ig0!, at the age of 


eloves. 
and mittens, whieh business he carried on at. 








sas; and Grace D., also at Fort Scott, 
Kansas. 

During his boyhood Adiir \W. ALlinot at- 
tended the public schools ot lus native city 
until 1878, when at the age ol fourteen years 
he came to Cedar Rapids, Lowa, and was 
variously emploved for the following two 
years. ln 1880 he commenced learning the 
ar tor decorating and sign painting, and has 
sifie devoted his time and energies exclu- 
sively to that occupation. Deconiung au ex- 
pert in lus line he was not lone in building 
up the excellent trade which he now enjoys. 
His pluce of business is at 320 Second ave- 
nue, wile lis home is at 124 North First 
street west, which residence he owns. 

In i887 Afr. ALinoe led to the marriage. 
altar Miss Mary A. Bojanursky, who is of 
Bohemian origin, though born about hye 
miles south of \Waltord, Iowa. Her par- 
ents, John and Anna Bojanovsky, were 
both natives ot .\ustria, and came to Aimer- 
ica in I866 or 1867. In their family were 
thirteen children, and all but two are sull 
living. Mr. and Mrs. Munut have two chil 
dren, namely: Adair W., born November 
I, 1887; Lillian, born April 28, 
ISyo. Lraternally Mr. Alinot is a member 
of the Woodmen of the World and the Order 
of the Sphinx. 


and 





JOUN H. ASTIBY. 


Oite of the most extensive and prominent 
farmers of Jackson township is the subject 
of this review, who owns and operates a fine 
farin on section 3, conveniently located near 
the village of Coggon. He dates his resr 
dence in this county from 1871, and has since 
ben an important factor in promoting her 
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prosperity. He is a native of the Prairie 
state, born in Jo Daviess county, Hlinois, 
January 16, 1853, and is a son of Joseph 
Ashby. The father was also born in Illinois, 
and at an early day removed 40 Grant coun- 
ty, \Wisconsin, where he was engaged in 
farming for The closing 
years of lus life, however, were spent in 
Dubuque, Iowa, where he ltved retired until 
Ins death in 1887. There were only two 
children in this family, the older being Mary 
AL.. now the widow of “Andrew J. Bruce and 
a resident of Alinneapolis, Minnesota. 


several years. 


In early life Jolin II. Ashby received only — 


a como schol education, which has been 
greatly supplemented by reading and obser- 
vation in later vears. After the removal of 
the tamuly to Grant county, Wisconsin, he 
conunencenl earning huis own livelihood by 
working as a farm hand, and was thus em- 
ploved until coming to Linn county, Jowa, 
mt&st. By hard work. strict aitention to 
lis duties and close economy, he met with 
success anil was able to save enough to pur- 
chase a part of lis present farm on section 
3, Jackson township. Since then he has 
steadily prospered, and is to-day the owner 
of two hundred and eighty-seven acres of 
Valuahle land in the northern part of the 
tawnslup bordering on Delaware county and 
near Covvon. He is engaged in general 
larming, but devotes his attention princi- 
pally to the feeding of stock. and is known 
as One of the leading stock feeders in his 
part af the county. 

On the 2d of February. 1880, Mr. Ashby 
Was united in marriage with Miss Cyrena 
Garrison, of Jones county, Towa, who was 
born Octoher 13, 1843, a daughter of Solo- 
mon and Harriet (Simpson) Gartison, both 
how deceased. TJer father, who 
farmer by occupation, lived for a time in 


was a2 
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Jones county, this state, and also in Ne- 
braska. Our subject and his wife have one 
child, Henry E., who was born December 
22, 1880, and 1s still at hame. Religiously 
they are members of the Presbyterian 
chureh of Coggon, and politically Mr. 
Ashby has always been identified with the 
Republican party since attaining lis major- 
itv. In-all business transactions he has 
been found thoroughly reliable and trust- 
worthy, and lis career has ever been stich 
as to command the respect and confidence of 
all with whom he has come in coutact. 


WILLIAM COOK. 


Among the agriculturists of Linn county 
who have attained success from a financial 
point of view and are now able to lay aside 
all business cares and enjoy the fruits of 
former toil is the gentleman whose name n- 
troidluces this sketch. He was born near 
Chatham, Chester county, Pennsylvania, on 
the 23d of May, 1824, a son of Jolin and 
Elizabeth (Pierce) Cook, also natives of 
that county, where the father engaged in 
jarming throughout life. Our subject was 
the youngest of their three children, Isaac, 
the oldest, came to Linn county, Towa, in 
1848. and located in Cedar Rapids, yet the 
last years of his life were passed on the 
farm where our subject now resides aid 
here he died in 1878. He was one of the 
first, as well as one of the leading attorneys 
of the county, and was very prominent and 
influential in early days. Jonathan P. grew 
to manhood in Chester county. and later he- 
came a carpenter and pump maker of Center 
county, Pennsylvania, where his death oc- 


curred. The mother of these children died 
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in 1837, and for his second wife the father 
married Hannah Jane Springer, of New 
Castle county, Delaware. who died in Pemn- 
svlvania im 1885. By the second union 
there were two children: [sther Ehzabeth, 
who died in October, 1900; and George 5., 
a resident of New Castle county, Delaware. 

The common selwols of lis native county 
afforded Willian Cook his educational priv- 
ileges, and after leaving school he engaged 
in farming there for three years. He tol- 
lowed the same occupation in New Castle 
county, Delaware, for a ime and then went 
to Lancaster county. Pennsylvania. In the 
spring of 1851 he started tor Lowa, travel- 
ing by rail to Blairstown, Pennsvlyama, by 
canal to Pittsburg, and the Oluo and Nis- 
sissippi rivers, by wav of Cairo and St. 
Louis. to Muscatine. The remainder of the 
journey to Cedar Rapids was made by stage 
and wagon, and the trip eecupied about two 
weeks. On his arrival here Mr. Cook found 
a town with a population of about Ave hun- 
dred, while the country reund about was 
nearly all wild and unmmproved. He was 
accompanied by a cousin, Cyrus Milner, of 
Lancaster county, Penusvilvania. Tovether 
they spent sume time in looking up a lo- 
cation im Linn and Jasper counties and 
other parts of the state. In 1852 his brother 
Tsaae took up one hundred and twenty acres 
of land in Alarton township, where our sub- 
ect now resides, this property being on see- 
tion 7, townlusp 83, north range G west. 
They held this property jointly for several 
years before it was divided, and after the 
death of Isaac our subject bought lus share. 

On the 2nd of January, 1853, Mr. Cook’s 
family removed ta Marion from Jasper 
county, Jawa, where they had resided for 
about a vear. He at once commenced the 
upravement Of bis laud, which was all 








wild and unbroken when it came into his 
possession. He built a part of his present 
brick residence, into which the family 
moved in December, 1853. He now has 
three hundred and seven acres of well im- 
proved and valuable Jand in Alarion town- 
ship. on which he has successfully engaged 
in general farming and stock raising for 
many vears, his principal preduets being 
corm and oats, while he has kept a fine grade 
of horses, cattle, sheep and hogs upon his 
place. 

Mr. Cook was married in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, February 17, 1848, to Miss 
Mary C. Swayne, of New Castle county, 
Delaware. a daughter of Jocl and Mary 
(King) Swayne, members of the Society of 
Friends. Rv this union were born the tol- 
lowing children: Mary Elizabeth, a resident 
of Marion; -\nnalel. who died in infaney,; 
Ela and Eva, twins, both of whem are now 
deceased. the latter having died July 4, 
1900; [mina, wife of Marshall Swayne, who 
is engaged in farming on our subject's old 
homestead; and Charles H., who married 
Any Lelle Kerr. and is also farming upon 
huis father’s land. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Cook 
was originally a Whig, and is now 4 
stalwart supporter of the Republican 
party. Fle has served as school cirectot 
and = Alled other minor offices in a 
most creditable and satisfactory mainer. 
From the ist of January, 1860, until 1864 
he was treasurer and recorder of Linn coun 
ty. and Fram 1870 until 1&y7 was connected 
with the Iowa Railroad Land Company, 
acting as tax paving agent for the company 
with office in Cedar Rapids. He has since 
livel retired and for the past seven years 
has rented his farm. He is an honored memm- 
ber of the Old Settlers Society of Marion, 
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and is a very popular and influential man in 
his community, lus sterling integrity and 
honerable, upright manhood fully entitling 
him to the position he holds in the estimation 
of his fellow citizens. 


J. AKERS. 

This well-known resident of Cedar Kap- 
ids, who is now serving as deputy sherrff of 
Linn county, Jowa, was bern in Rockland 
county. New York, July 30, 785t, and 1s 
The father 
wag born in the same county in 1822, and at 
an early age learned the blacksmuth’s trade, 
ln 1876 


he removed with Ins fanily to Cedar Rapids, 


asunof W. J. and Eliza Akers. 


wich he followed until his dear, 


Jowa, where he died in 1882, and his wife 
departed this life in 189g. Their famuly 
consisted of six children, samely Julia, wife 
of W. W MeDonakl, of Cecar Rapids, 
Tanina. wife of Horace Gates ot the same 
place; Isabella, of Cedar Rapids; Charles 
W.. also a resident of Cedar Rapids: Ly- 
sander, G£ New Mexico; and Jonathan, of 
this review. 

Our subject was reared in the county ot 
schouls. When lis school days were over 
his nativity and edueated in its public 
he entered upon the duties of a elerk with 
the firm of Cooper, & Hewitt, proprietors 
of the iron works at Hewitt. New Jersey, 
(Mr. Hewitt was the former Mayor of New 
York) and in 1873 entered the service of the 
National Bank Nete Company, in the Cooper 
Institute New Yorke city In 
1876 he came to Cedar Rapids, where he has 
been variously emploved. 
held a position in the paint department with 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 


Building, 


For a time he 


Railroad, and later served as constable. In 
1g00 he was appointed by Sheriff Morton 
vans as deputy for a term of two years, 
aiid is now capably and satisfactorily filling 
that office, 

Mr. Aker was married in 1877 to Miss 
Carrie D, Justice, a daughter of Martin R. 
and Lou Justice, of Cedar Rapids. Her fa- 
ther is a cooper by trade and is still a res- 
ident of Cedar Rapids. Our subject and his 
wife have three children: Charles A., Gladys 
May and Hazel Ruth, They both hold mem- 
bership in the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Cedar Rapids, and Mr. Aker 1s 
also connected with the Knights of the Mac- 
cabees, having served as keeper of finance 
for his tent. Jv his ballot he supports the 
men and measures of the Republican party 
and he takes an active and commendable in- 
terest in pubhe affairs. 
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JULIUS. BEITZ 
Julius Beitz is one of the worthy citi- 
zens of Otter Creek township, who is en- 
gaged in general farming and stock raising 
on section 23. He was born in Germany, 
January 18, 1835, and spent the first S1X- 
teen years of his life in his native Jand, 
‘Lhe 
folowing year lis parents, Frederick and 
Augusta (Unverdros) Beitz, also crossed 
the ocean and located in Chicago, Jilinais, 
where the father died two vears later. The 
mother long survived him, passing away in 
187g. Frederick Beitz conducted a young 
ladies school in Germany, but alter.comimng 
He had a faim- 


coming to the United States mi 1851. 


to this country lived retired. 
iy of nine children, of whom four are still 


living. 
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On first coming to America our subject 
also made his home in Chicago until 1861, 
working at his trade of a carpenter. He then 
removed to Cedar Rapids, lowa, where he 
was similarly employed tor about a vear, and 
at the end of that time entered the service 
of lis adopted country by enlisting in Com- 
pany TI, Sixth lowa Cavalry Volunteers. 
When the war was over he was honorably 
discharged at Davenport in 1865. Air. 
Beitz then Benton 
county, where he made his home for seven 


purchased a Jarm in 
vears, and on the expiration of that fume re- 
moved to Linn county, and purchased Ins 
present Otter Creek 
Here he has since resided and 


farm on section 23, 
townslp. 
has successfully enguged in general farming 
and stock raising. 

In AMlareh, 1868, Alr. Beitz married Aliss 
Johanna Piluever. a daughter of Fredevick 
ad Frederteka (itinderknecht) [thieger. 
she was born in the city of Erie, Pennsyl- 
Vala, and was three years of age when she 
came to Linn county, Iowa, with her par- 
ents. -\fter residing at \Waubeek, Maine 
township, fur some tme, the family re- 
moved tu Lenton county, where Mrs, Leitz 
was living at the time af her marriage. Her 
mother died in 1898, but her father is still 
living and makes lis home in Ida county, 
Iowa. During lis active business life he 
followed farming, but is now living retired. 

Mr. and Alrs. Beitz becaine the parents 
of uine children, of whom the four oldest 
were born in Benton county, and the others 
my Linn county. In order of birth thev 
were as tollows: (1) Jéllen is the wife of 
Henry Hoeeck, a farmer of Kossuth coun- 
tv. Jowe. and they have five cluldren, Jen- 
me, Mary, Emma and twin babies. (2) 
Louisa ts the wife of Andrew Hoeck, also a 


farmer of Nossuth county, and thev have five. 
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and May. (3) lda May died at the age of 
children, Julius, Frederick, Lewis, Charles 
eight months anda half. (4) William died 
at the age of fourteen months. (§) Mary 
wedded John G. Schinidt, a farmer of Mer- 
rill, Iowa, and died at the age of twenty- 
two years, leaving one child, Clara L. (6) 
lrederick married Augusta Voss and fol- 
lows farming in Kossuth, lowa. (7) 
Chiirles. (8) Nettie and (g) Clara are all 
at home. The family is One ol pronunence 
i the community where thew reside. 





WILLIAM FRANKLIN KILBORN. 


In this age of extensive btsincss enter- 
prises ind marked intellectual energy, the 
prominent and successtul men are thase 
whose abilities. persistence and courage lead 
them into new and important undertakings 
and assume the responsibilities and labors 
leaders in their respective avocations. Prom- 
inent among the men who have given their 
time and attention to the photograplic art 
In William Franklin Kilborn, of Cedar Rap- 
ids, who is not only at the head of his pro- 
jession in this the state, but 
through the manufacture of improved pho- 
tographic supplies has become widely known 
throughout the country. Besides his studio 
he hus a fine art store in Cedar Rapids, 
and commands a large share of the public 
palronage, 


section ol 


Mr. Withorm was born in Washington, 
Ontario, Canada, July 1g, 1854, and 1s 4 
worthy representative of an old and promi 
nent family, of whom mention is made 1 
rolls of Seotland preserved in the tower 
of London and Westminster Abbey as early 
as 1336. Such noted English writers 48 





FRANK KILBORN. 
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Halsted ant Bravley also speak of the Kal- 
borns us being residents first of Yorkshire 
and later of Cambridge and Iessex, where 
they had large estates. The occasion ot 
the grant of arms to the family is unknown 
but history states this pedigree being authen- 
tically proved is entered in visitation of 
London, A. D. 1634, Hon. St. George 
Richmond. Their motto is ‘Vineit Veritas.” 
~The family name has been variously spelled 
by different generations and branches of the 
famuly. 

The first ta come to 
Thomas Nilbourne,of Cambridgeshire, Eng- 
Jand. wha crossed the Atlantic with his tam- 
ily in 1636, and settled in \Wethersheld, Con- 
necticut, and from him are descended all 


\unerica was 


bearing the name in this country. Repre- 
sentatives of the family are new quite nu- 
merous i Canada, Lowa, Wisconsin and 
Olno. .\mung its prominent members is 
Paine Kenvon Kilborn, of Litchheld, Con- 
aecticut, who is the author of a history of 
the Kilborn family dedicated to Hon. Byron 
Kilburn, of Milwaukee, who is president 
of the Nilbyurne Historical and Genealogi- 
cal Society, and for whom Kalburn City, 
Wisconsin, was named. 

The subject of our sketch is descended 
from Caplain Whiting Kilborn, of Canada, 
who had a large fionily of sous and daugh- 
ters. .\nmong the number were Jared and 
David Kilborn, both noted pioneer preach- 
ers Gf the Methodist church. The latter, 
Who was the father of Frank Kilborn. mar- 
ned Lavina Rowers. a daughter of Samuel 
Bowers, a Jand owner and manufacturer of 
Berlin, Ontario. When Frank was only two 
years old his parents removed to Plattsvalle, 
Ontario, where the father suecessfully en- 
gaged in mercantile and manufacturing busi- 





ness until 1864, when he removed to a farin 
near Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Mr. Kilborn, of this review, accompan- 
ied his father on his various removals, and 
while living near Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
attended the local schools and assisted in the 
Jabors of the farm until 1873, when he 
came to Cedar Rapids, Lowa, to complete 
his education. He learned the art of pho- 
tography in the studio of his uncle, Wil- 
hur F. Kilborn, where his artistic ability, 
industry and perseverance, with constant 
study, enabled him to become most proh- 
cient. In 1878 he purchased a hall inter- 
est in the business, and eight years tater 
hecame sole proprietor of the Kilborn gal- 
lery, which is the oldest in Jowa. He has 
constantly enlarged his facilities and made 
numerous improvements until he has one 
of the best and finest studios in the west. 
Being very progressive and having that true 
love for his work without which there can 
be no success, he has constantly improved 
mn his own and others’ methods until he 
ranks among the ablest photographers of 
the state. He has studied under the most 
competent instructors, and has been unusu- 
ally successful. In connection with his pro- 
fession he has also taken up the study ot 
chemistry, and his experiments have result- 
ed in the manufacture of a photographic 
paper. known as the K. K. paper, which 
was placed upon the market by the West- 
ern Collodion Paper Company, in 189gT, 
and soon becaine one of the leading brands. 
Knowing its value, the Fastiman Kodak 
Company purchased the plant in 1894, and 
had it removed to Rochester, New York, 
taking with them Mr. Kilborn, who aiter 
putting the plant in operation remained in 
charge of it for one year. At the end of 
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that time he reiurned to Cedar Rapids, and 
In connection with his studio aud art store 
he has since conducted a photographic sup- 
ply house. which is one of the best of the 
kind in this region. He still devotes con- 
siderable attention to perfecting appliances 
in lis profession, and has made many im- 
provements in the paper manufactured hy 
the Wilhorn Company, the latest product of 
which is the Nraxo. He gives his persona! 
supervision to every branch of his business. 
and thoroughly understands the work in all 
its details. Mr. Kilborn net only stands 
high in Ais profession, but is very popular 
both in business and social circles, and has 
many warm iriends in Cedar Raptds, where 
he has made his home for over a quarter 
of a century. 

On the 4th of September, e884 in Lan- 
caster, Ohio, Afr. Kilborn was united in 
narriage with Miss Mary Carty, a daugh- 
ter of William J. and Ellen (Carpenter) 
Carty, They have two children, Mary 
Flien, born July 28, 1885, and Paul Frank- 
lin, horn June 17, 1897. ALrs. Kilborn pre- 
sides with eoardial hospitality and gracious 
dignity over her handsome home, which is 
ore Ot the most beautiful residences in Ce- 
dar Rapids. 


AMLARSDEN KEYES. 


This well-known and honored citizen of 


Alt. Vernon, was born in Saratoga county, 
New York, on the r5th of February, 1832. 
and comes of an old and prominent colonial 
fanuly, his parents being William and Laura 
(Rice) Keyes. They had three children, of 
whom our subject is the second in order of 
birtQ and the only one now living. Charles 
I... the eldest, was born in New York state, 
and followed railreading throughout life. 





—e 
Sanne | 


He died at about the age of sixty-six years, 
Abigail married James 
Miller, a farmer of Wisconsin, and died at 
The mother of these 
children died when our subject was only ten 
years old. 


leaving a tamuly. 
the age of sixty-four, 


The father was born in New 
York in 1797, and made carpentering his 
life occupation. In the fall of 1864 he went 
to Wisconsin to live with Jus daughter for a 
short ume, and then went to Rockford, Illi- 
Hois, to Visit ason, and died there the same 
year. He son of Frederick and 
Rachel (Jacobs) eyes. The former was 
born in Northumberland towuship, Saratoga 
county, New Nork, May 4, 1776, atid was 
the third clild of Captain William Keyes, 
whe was horn September 1&8, 1744. and was 
married in 1767 to Hannah, daughter of 
Stephen and Margaret (Stowell) Scar- 
borough. In 1868. accompanied by his wife 
and one child, Huldah. Captiin Neves re- 
meved to Ackworth, New Hampshire, be- 
coming the first setder of that place. He 
died April 21, 1813. Heis suppose! to have 
been the eldest son of Lieutenant Ephraim 


Was a 


Keyes, who married Sarah Wadkins of Ash- 
ford, Connecticut. The Lieutenant was the 
oldest son of Lhias and Mary Keyes. Elias 
eves was born in Chelmsturd, Connecticut, 
ancl was one of the original proprietors of 
Londonderry, New Hatmpshire, whieh was 
settled in 1719. IIe wis a son of Solomon 
Keves, who was the eldest san of Solomon 
and Frances (Grant) Keyes. who was mat- 
ried in Newbury, Massachusetts, October 2, 
1653. 

Marsden Keyes, of this 
reared in the county of his nativity, and ob- 
tained his early ecueation in its common 
schools. At the age of nineteen he removed 
to western New York, where he warked at 


review, was 


the carpenter’s trade, and continued to follow 
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that ocupation in various parts of the state 
for several vears. In the fall of 1854 he went 
to New Brunswick, where the following two 
vears were devoted to the same pursuit, and 
in the summer of 1856 came west, first locat- 
ing at Lone Rock. \Wisconsin, where he also 
lived iur two vears. At the end of that time 
he came to Linn county, lowa, and atter 
residing near [ly for one vear, he took up 
his residence m Alt. Vernon, where he has 
since made his home. Tere he worked at 
his trade, and for several years was engaged 
in building railroad depots for the construc- 
tio companies, but ig now living retired at 
his present home in Mt. Vernon surrounded 
by all the comforts and many of the luxuries 
of lite whieh have been secured by jormer 
industry, 

(On the 2nd of July, 1856, Mir. Reyes 
was united in marriage with Aliss Margaret 
Purves, a native of Kings county, New 
Brunswick, and a daughter of Thomas 
Purves, a Scotehman by birth, who came 
ta America in early manhood, and died at 
By occupation he 
Mrs. Keyes departed this 
life at her home in Mt. Vernon, December 
30. 1NS63, Jeavinge two children, namely: 


the age of eighty years. 
Was a farmer, 


Harlow, burn July g, 1857, was married in 
S850 Elelen Chandler and 1s now a prom- 
ment lawyer of Indianola. Red Willow 
county, Nebraska. Laura, born June 27, 
1860, married Lester Keyes, af Wisconsin, 
who is now engaged in farming near Stella, 
Nebraska. 

lor his second wife Mr. Keyes married 
Miss Martha AL. Whittington of Iowa City, 
and to then; were born seven children: (1) 
Carrie Ellen. born May 24. 1867, 1s the wife 
of Lkdear Ik. Lalunan, a farmer ot Franklin 
Grove. Ilingis, and they have five children, 
Clifford K., John Lewis, Arthur Harlow, 
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Clare Marsden and Martlia. (2) Hattie 
Julia, born September g, 1868. is the wife of 
Arthur J. Keyes. a traveling man of Marion, 
Iowa, and they have one child, Ralph J. 
(3) Charles Reuben, born May 5, 1871, was 
graduated from Cornell College in 1894, 
and then took a post-graduate course at 
Harvard University. He alterward trav- 
eled abroad for some time to perfect limselt 
in the German language, and 1s new proles- 
sor of modern languages in the University 
of California. (4) Margaret Bertie, born 
April 3, 1873, is the wife of William H. 
Hoover, a jeweler of Mt. Vernon. and they 
have one child, Harriet. (5) Geneva Alay, 
born February 10, 1876, is the wile of Rov 
Kurtz, who is clerking in a clothing store 
in Mt. Vernon, and they have two cluldren, 
Maurice and Helen. (6) Florence A., 
born April 3, 1883. is now attending Cor- 
nell College. (7) Carl M., born March 13. 
188s, is attending the public schools at Me 
Vernon. 

For five years Mr. Keyes was a member 
of the city council, and has also served on 
the school board in a most creditable and 
satisfactory manner. Fraternally he is a 
Master Mason, and religiously he and his 
wife are faithiul and consistent members of 
the Methodist Church. 
cirele of friends and acquaintances, and the 


They have a wide 


family is one of prominence in the commu- 
nity where they reside. 


+e = 


MARK S. JACKSON, 


For over thirty years Mark S. Jackson 
has been a resident of Cedar Rapids, and 
is to-day numbered among its leading and 
enterprising business men, his home hang 
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at 1413 D avenue. He was born in Orleans 
county, New York, on the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1859, and 1s a son of Spencer Jackson, 
whose sketch appears on another page of 
this volume. Ilis paternal grandfather was 
James Jackson, who was born near Syracuse, 
New York, of English parentage. 

The subject of this sketch was a lad 
Oo! only ten years when he came with the 
fanuly to Cedar Rapids, and here he grew 
to manhood, being educated in the cily 
schools. Alter completing lus stuches he 
accepted a position in a clothing store, where 
he clerked fur a few vears, thus acquiring 
So ably did he 
discharge his duties that he was made manu- 
aver uf the store before eighteen years of 
Later he went with a party of crvil 


a good business traimung. 


Ave, 
eugimeers engaged in the constructimn of the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
through Afexico and New Mexico, and re- 


Reoilroctel 


mained with them two years, returning 
We then began to take eon- 
tracts for puble works. and has since lard 


home in 1882. 


about thirty-five miles of sewer in Cedar 
Rapids, having charge of nearly all the sani- 
tary sewerage of the city. He has also been 
commected with simular work in| Brookfield, 
Alissouri; .\tchisou, Nansas; Winona, Afimn- 
nesuta: .\namusa and Marion, Iowa. and 
oiler cities; and he has been very syecess ttt] 
this enterprise. 

Mr, Jackson was married in Cedar KRap- 
ids, Apgust 26, 1884, to Mliss Addie Couley, 
‘a native of Colchester, Vermont, and a 
daughter of J. P. and Elizabeth (Cavan- 
augh) Cooley. who came to Iowa in 1876, 
Her father, who was a contractar and con- 
nected with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad, died in Cedar Rap- 
ids in r882, but her mother is still living, a 
hale and hearty old lady of sixty-seven 
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years. Mr, and Airs. Jackson have two 
children: Inez AL. and Laura C., both in 
school. 

Pouhitically our subject is a Jacksonian 
Democrat, and cast his first presidential 
vote tor Grover Cleveland in 1&84. He 
was elected and served as alderman for a 
shurt ume, but soon resigned that office, 
Fraternally he is a prominent Knight Tem- 
plar Mason and a member of the Mystic 
Slirine, i which he lias held ottce. He also 
helongs to the Independent Order of For- 
esters and the Benevulent Protective Order 
ot Elks, and is now serving as exalted ruler 
Buse ball has been 
his cluef recreation, and in past years he 
tuwk a very active part in that sport, being 
idenched with the Illinois and Iuwa leagues 
the \Vestern -\ssociation. 
A\s a business man he 1s wide-awake, ener- 


in the latter trateriity. 


aud later with 


gettc and progressive, and his pleasant, 
geal manner mikes hint quite popular both 


in busimess and social circles. 


a “aes - 





JAMES HENDERSON, 


Janes Henderson, who is now success- 
fully engayed in general merchandising at 
Ihler, Delaware county, Lowa, was born im 
Hemingford, Canada, Mareh 4. 1840, and 
is a representative of an old and prominent 
family of Lawn county, being a son of Will- 
iam and Aley (Bursell) Henderson, natives 
of Scotland and Yurkslure, England, re 
spectively. William Henderson was a Jad 
of thirteen years when he crossed the At 
lantic with his father and took up his resi- 
dence on a farm in Canada. where he en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits until econung 
to Linn county, Iowa, in the spring of 1854. 
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He purchased a tract of land in Jackson 
township, which he cleared and improved 
with the assistance ol ius sons, and con- 
tinued to engage in farming there until the 


death of his wite, which occurred June 30, 


1874. Ile then removed to another farm 
in the same towuship, where ‘he made lus 
home until he, too, was called to jus final 
rest on the 12th of January, 1892. After 
the death of the mother of our subject, he 
was again married, his second union being 
with Sarah Willis, of Jackson township, 
who died in July. r&g2. 

By the frst union there were six chil- 
Wilham, who died in the 
army during the Civil war; James, our sub- 


dren, namely: 


ject; eter G., who is represented elsewhere 
in this work; Robert, a farmer of Cedar 
county, Iowa, who first married Helen 
Brown, and aiter her death wedded mma 
Phelps; Henry, whose sketch appears on 
another page of this volume; and Hannah 
Jane, wite of Peter T. Henderson, who is 
also represented elsewhere in this work. 
The subject of this sketch acquired his 
literary education in the common schools 
near his old Canadian home, and at the age 
ot fuurteen he accompanied his parents on 
their emigration to the United States. the 
family being among the early settlers of Linn 
county, lowa. Were he was first engaged 
In larimug, and later followed the milling 
business in Jackson township for some 
time. | 
Mr. Henderson wis married in 1863 to 
Miss Mary Sheldon, a native of Ohio, and 
a daughter of William Sheldon, who were 
also pioneers of Jackson township, this 
county, and are now deceased. Unto our 
subject and his wife were born three chil- 
dren, as follows: William married Bessie 
Swindle, and died in 1897. Bert J. wedded 
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Mary Patton and resides in Ehler, where 
he is engaged i general merchandising 
with his father, and is also interested in 
farming and live stock business. 
ig at home with her parents. 
Alter his marriage Mr. Henderson con- 
tinued to engage in the milling business at 
Coggon for four years, and then sold out 
and removed to [Ehier. Delaware county, 
which is only a few miles north of the lor- 
mer village. Upon locating at EEhler he 
started a crearnery and also opened a gen- 
eral store, which he and his son are stil! 
conducting. They carry a fine stock of 
merchandise, and by fair and honorable 
dealing have built up an excellent trade, 
Our subject 
is also engaged in larming to some extent. 
Mr. Henderson gives his political sup- 
port to the Republican party, but has never 
been an aspirant for office, preferring to give 
his undivided attention to his business in- 
terests. By untiring industry and sound 
business judgment he has won a imer.ted 


Maime 


which is constantly increasing. 


success in all of his undertakings, and 1s 
in all respects worthy the ligh regard in 
which he is held by his fellow citizens. 
He and his wie are both members ot the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh of Ehler, and 
their many friends in Linn county will be 
pleased to read this short sketch of their 


lives. 


JOHN LOCKHART. 


Johu Lockhart is the owner of an ex- 
cellent farm of three hundred and_ three 
acres on section 8, Washington township, 
just west of Center Point, on which he has 
spent his entire life, his birth occurring 
there March 6, 1851. His father, Thomas 
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G. Lockhart, was born in Adams county, 
Ohio, May 28, 1814, and was a son ot 
Thomas and Mary (Brown) Lockhart. 
both natives of Pennsylyvama, the former 
horn in 178g. the latter in 1788. They 
were of Scotch descent. At an early day 
they removed to Adams county, Peinnsy!- 
yvania, where our subject’s grandfatuer, 
Thomas Lockhart, Sr.. successfully engaged 
in business as a farmer and distiller, anel 
became one of the prominent men of lus 
community. He was a soldier of the war 
of 1812. 

Thomas Lockhart, Jr., father of our 
subject. grew to manheod upon alarm im 
1837 went te 
Sangamon county. Illinois, where he tved 


his native county, and in 
for a tew vears. While there he was mar- 
rie], December 10, 1837, to Lettie Osborn. 
a native of Indiana, and a daughter oi 
Tn 1838 they 
came to Iowa, and in 18jyo took up their 


Jonathan and Susan Osborn. 


residence in’ Linn county, beng among 
ils Mr. Loeklart 


the Jand on witch eur subject now re- 


first settlers. enterec! 
sides. and at once cammenced tu clear and 
improve the place. His first hame here was 
a log cabin, mm which he lived while apen- 
Lle owned over three hun- 


dred acres of Jand, which he converted mto 


Ing up lis lum. 


one of the most productive and valuable 
farms ol the locality, and niade many ex- 
cellent nuprovements upon the place, imelud- 
ing the erection of three sets of farm build- 
ings. Tle was one of the largest land own- 
ers and imost substantial farmers of Wash- 
ington township, as well as one of its most 
prominent and citizens. For 
about twelve consecutive years he filled the 
office of justice of the peace, and also served 
as township treasurer fer some years. 


WAuential 


Po- 
ditigally he was a Democrat, and religiously 
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was an active and faithful member of the 
Chureh of Christ. at 
which he was officially connected. 


Center Point, with 
Ile died 
on the home farm January 24, 1891, and 
his wife passed away July 5, 1899, both 
being laid to rest in the Davis cemetery 
in Grant township. Unto them were born, 
eleven children, but only four are now fiv- 
ing, these being Craton and Samuel, both 
residents of the state of Washington, the 
latter being a carpenter andl jomer by trade; 
Mrs. Amanda Bunker. of Urbana, Iowa; 
and Jolin, of this review. , 

In early lite John Loekhart attended 
the home school and atded tus father in 
He 
soon became familiar with all the duties 
which fall to the lot of the agriculturist, 


carrying on the work of the farm. 


and is to-day numbered among the most 
On the 
death of lis father he succeeded to the old 


skillful farmers af Ins community. 


homestead, and there he 18 now success- 
fully engaged in general farming and stock 
rising. 

On the 12th et October, 1882, in Benton 
county, Towa, Mr. Lockhart was united in 
marriage with Miss Belle Cross, a native 
of that county and a daughter of Solomon 
Cross, who was one of its early settlers, 
but is now residing near Moberly, Mis- 
sourt. Mr. and Mrs. Lockhart have three 
children: Inez May; and Paul C. and Koss 
\W., twins, 

In politics Mr. Lockhart is a Jelferson- 
ian Democrat, and cast his first president 
tial vote for Horace Greeley. He has 
frequently been a delegate to the coum 
ty conventions of his party, and has served 
for five years as townslip — treasure. 
Both he and his wife are members of 
the Church of Christ. he is also 
connected the Masonic lodge at 


and 
wath 
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which he has Alled all 
He has 


Center J’oimt, in 
the offices and 1s now past master. 
also represented the lodge in the grand 
lodge of the state. Throughout life he has 
been closely identihed with the upbuilding 
and development of this county, and 15 ac- 
knowledeved as one of the useful and valued 
citizens Of his community. 





WILLA E SHERMAN. 


The subject of this sketch is a wealthy 
and intluential citizen of Coggon, and one 
of the lirgezt land owners in this section of 
the state. He was born in Brunswick, Me- 
dina county, Ohio. on the r5th of March, 
1838, his parents being Cornelius and Sa- 
mantha (Hire) Sherman, natives of Ohio 
and Vermont, respectively. For many years 
they made their home in Medina county, 
Where the father followed farming thraugh- 
out lite. There the mother’s death also 
aceurred. Jhey had nine children, namely: 
Emery, deceased; Sarah A.: William Br 
our subject: Hiram; Richard, deceased: 
Frank; Cornelius: Charles C.; and Ida. 
Thuse living all reside in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and vicinity with the exception of our sub- 
tect, 

Willian’ H. Sherman grew to manhood 
In his native county and was educated in irs 
Pubhic schools. There he was married in 
1860 to Miss Lutia Cleveland, who died 
April 15, Isgo, leaving four children: Eva, 
Now the wife of N. Chesmore, of Albur- 
nett. this county; .\nna, wife of Charles 
Fishmeyer, a resident of Wvyoming; Ida, 
Wile of George Powell, of Alburnett, Iowa; 
and rank, who lives on the old homestead 
in Delaware county, Iowa, married Miss 
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Ida Ramsy. For his second wiie Mr. 
Sherman married Mrs. Martha Flint. of 
Linn county, the widow of S. W. Flint, 
who resided in Jones county for sume years 
wid came to Linn county in 1866. [Here 
he died in March, 1881. Of the seven chil- 
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Flint, five are 
still living, namely: Charles, Edwin, Wil- 
lard, Grace aud Amy. Charles married 
Anna Ary, and they reside in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, Edwin married Martha Bracel- 
tou, an] they make their home in Lutfalo 
Center, lowa. Willard married Cora Lee, 
and they reside in Des Moines, Iowa. Grace 
18 the wife of Wallace Dewodvy, of Coggon, 
Towa. Amy is the wife of Elgin Lemon, 
of Lake Park, lowa. Mrs. Sherman was 
one of the fourteen children born to Jona- 
than B. and Elizabeth (Kinnev) Ross, who 
were both natives of New York and came 
to Towa in 1855, locating near \lonticello, 
Jones county, where the father purchased 
one hundred and twenty acres of improved 
He 


resided upon that place a number uf years 


Jand, being a farmer by occupation. 


and remained in that imumediate vicinity 
until his death, which occurred in 1886. 
Alrs. Koss departed this life in 1864, and 
the remains of botl were interred in Jones 
coulty. 

Mr. Sherman continued his residence in 
Medina county, Ohio, untal 1862, when he 
came with his fanuly to Iowa and settled 
in Delaware county, near the Jinn county 
Ime, where he purchased land and success- 
fully engaged in general farnung and stock 
raising until 1892. In r&gg he came to 
Coggon and has since lived a retired life, 
enjoying the fruits of former toil. He has 
been remarkably successful in lis business 
career, and has invested his capital princi- 
pally in land, becoming one of the largest 
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land owners in this section. He not only took the Roval Arch degrees at Painesville, 
has extensive landed interests in Linn, Del- Olno. 
aware and Winnebago counties, lowa, but Dr. Witter was the third in order of 


also has property in northwestern Nebraska, birth nt a family of thirteen children, and 


which he now leases. 

Politically Mr. Sherman is a Republican, 
but takes verv little interest in politics aside 
from voting, and has never been an olfce- 
seeker, preferring to give his undivided at- 
tention to his business alfairs. His wife 
is a member of the Christian church ot 
Coggon. Besides thie mentioned 
property Mr. Sherman owns a nice home 
in the southeastern part of the village, and 
a residence in Hammond, Louisiana. where 
he and hig wife go near every tall to 
spend the winter. His career has ever been 
such as to warrant the trust and confidence 
of the business world, for he has conducted 
al] transactions on the strictest principles or 
honor and integrity, and he well merits the 


above 


high regard in which he is held by his 
fellow citizens, 


AMOS WITDER, SL DD 


In early days there was probably no orte 
in Linn county more widely or tavorably 
known than Dr. Wortter, who was not only 
a successful physician of Mt. Vernon, but 
also took a very pronunent and influential 
He was born in 
Fhelps, Ontario county, New York, March 
24, 1807, a son of Alfred and Deborah 
(Dutwell) Witter, natives of Conneeticut. 
The father was born at Preston, in 1779, 


part in public affairs. 


and during his youth removed to Peru, 
Massachusetts, and later to Ontario county, 
New York, where he died in t&864. He 
became a Alaster Mason in 1807, aud later 


was ten years of age when he accompanied 
his parents on their removal to Lake county, 
Ohio. Although he was taken from the 
advantages of a mure settlecl community to 
the wilds of Ohio, this did not prove a mis= 
fortune, as it tended to develop the latent 
genus of a dugh-minded and noble boy. 
Tie Hived with his parents at Kirtland until 
fifteen years of age, when he commenced 
the study of medicine with Dr. Chapman, 
of Middlebury, Ohio, having already ob- 
tained a vuod comunon-school education. 
Although his educational privileges were 
meager, he made the best use of the good 
books to which he ebiained access, and be- 
caine competent to teach, by which pursut 
he secured the money with which to pay his 
He attended a course 
of lectures at the medical cullege in Cin- 


way through college. 


cinnati, and was considered the best scholar 
in the class. After graduating from that 
institution he also received a diploma trom 
the medical board of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
began the practice of his profession at At 
tica, Seneca county, Olno. 

In the meantime Dr. Witter had mar- 
ried, and on account of the failing health 
of his wile he removed to Seville, Ohio, 
where he died, and he afterward located at 
Chagrin Falls, that state, where he made 
his home until guing to Belvidere, {Ilinois. 
He built up quite a guod practice at that 
place. In 1849 he started for Caltforma 
With his family in a wagon drawn by three 
yoke of oxen. and they carried their cook- 
ing utensils and porvisions with tiem, but 
on their arrival in Clinton county, Iowa, 
he traded his team for a tract of land near 
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AMOS WITTER. 





MRS. AMOS WITTER. 
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the Wapsipimicon river, where he remained 
one year, ind then solel his property and 
removed to Tipton, Cedar county, where he 
was engayved mn the practice of his protes- 
sion with good success lor four years. In 
1854 he became a resident of Dixon, Scott 
county, where he lived for three vears, and 
then in order to give Ins children better 
educational advantages he caine to Mt. Ver- 
non, Where he cominued to make his home 
throughout the remainder ot ius life. 

On the 24th of January, 1830, Dr. Wit- 
ter was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
Anne Gurr, who was bern in Harrisville, 
Medina county, Olio, May 18, 1864. and 
died October 31, 1843’ The only eluld born 
of this umen died in infanev. The Doc- 
tof was again married, August 28 1844, 
his second union being with Miss Jerusha 
Nelson, who was born in Suffield, Hartford 
county, Conmeéctiart. Alarch 13, r6rs, and 
of Philip and Rowena 
(Stiles) Nelson, natives of Connecticut and 
Massacliusetts, respectively. 


was a iituehter 


Five chifdren 
Mary A. B., born July 
G, 1845. is principal of the high school at 
Denver, Colonady. Enna A., born Novem- 
ber 10, 1846, was married ou the 29th of 
December. 187¢, to Thomas B. Hutson, 
Who was born jn Henry county, Indiana, 
February 6. 1846. 


were bern to them. 


Por nine years after 
their marriage he was engaged in farming 
and well drilling at Union, after which they 
removed to Dexter, Towa. On account of 
tailing health, Mr. [utson then started west, 
but died at Burr Ouk, Kansas, March 13, 
882. He was in the one hundred days’ 
service during the Civil war, enlisting May 
18, (864. in Company C, Forty-fourth Towa 
Volunteer Infantry, and being discharged 
2eplember 15. 1864. Ar. and Mrs. Hutson 


had five children: Edna, born May 23, 
a2 » 
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1873, died July 29, 1874; Daisy M.. born 
August 28, 1887, at home; Thomas F., born 
Mareh 24, 1880, a soldier in the regular 
army, being a member of Company J, Tenth 
United States Infantry, is now with his 
command in the Philippines; and Josephine 
L., born January 2g, 1882, at home. Frank- 
lin Eberle, born April 7, 1848, married 
I'rances E. Foster, who owns and conducts 
a large cattle ranch at Roscoe, South Dakota. 
They are the parents of six children, as 
follows: Mary, born June 18. 1877; Mar- 
vin, born July 29, 1879, died November 14, 
1900; Ruth, born May 30, 1881; Eva, born 
September 25, 1885; Clara, born June 20, 
1887; and Florence, born January 5, 1894. 
Clara, born January 11, 1851, is the widow 
of William Hauser, and lives on the old 
home farm near Mt. Vernou. She became 
the mother of three children: Amos W., 
born November 12, 1874; Irvin, -\pril 23, 
187g; and Carl, November 4, 1880. .\mos 
Nelson died at the age of five months. 
When the Civil war broke out Dr. Wit 
ter offered his services to lus country. and 
was at once commissioned surgeon of the 
fanious Seventh lowa Infantry. 
the campaign in Slissour: he passed many 


Phrough 


trying ordeals, and especially distinguished 
himself at the battle of Belmont. He was 
brave and fearless on the field of battle and 
was alwavs found ai his post of duty, car- 
ing for the sick and woundec! wherever 
they might be. Shortly alter entering the 
army he was appointed post surgeon, and 
a little later was made hrigade surgeon of 
Louman’s brigade in General Wallace's di- 
vision. His brigade was in the thickest of 
the fight during the battles of Forts Henry 
and Donelson, and nowhere was greater 
courage displayed than in the conduct of Dr. 
Witter, although he had arisen from a si¢k 
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bed to take part in the engagements. He 
was on duty day and night for a period of 
four days, during which time he had no 
rest, and becoming completely exhausted le 
was sent home ona furlough. where he ced 
3th of March, 1862. 
After her hushand’s death Mrs. Witter took 
charge of and managed the farm of eighty 


ten divs later, on the 


acres, and paid off the mortgage thereon. 
In her efforts to provide for her family 
slre displayed a heroism equaled by 
she was a well-read woman, who was not 


few. 


only fannbar wih the best iterature, but 
was also well posted on agricultural topics, 
and met with stiecess in the operation of her 
lari, to which she added severty-cwo acres. 
she also sent her children to college, and 
she 
died Alay 30, 1893, mourned by all who 


was entirely devoted to her family. 


knew her as a lady of many noble traits ot 
character who endeared herself to those 
with whom she came in contact. 

During his residence in this state Dr. 
Witter became prominently identified with 
political affairs, and in 1851 was elected 
to the legislature while a resident of Tip- 
ton. Four vears later he was chosen to 
represent Scott county in the general as- 
seinlily, and during that term he preseuted 
a bill dor the suppression of the liquer tral- 
fic, as he had also done in the previous ses- 
sion, In 1860 he was elected to represent 
Linn county, and served two extra sessions 
He was 
a natural orator and stumped the county, 


besides the three regular sessions. 


district and state on various causes which 
he represented. Ite was a strong abolition- 
ist and a temperance man who labored ear- 
nestly for the principles which he believed 
would aid the cause of justice and right. 
He was also greatly interested in educa: 
tional matters, and gave lus support to any 





enterprise calculated ta advance the moral, 
intellectual or material wellare of hus com- 
lor a time he served as trustee 
of the State University at Lowa City. The 
character of Dr. Witter presented the happy 


TULL. 


combination of great refinement of mind 
ane the practical adaptation of the aualities 
which enabled him to carry on lus life pur- 
suits with dignity and honor and at the 
same tine made him financially successful 
and a favorite with the common people. 
He was a model nian, who wis ever willing 
to Jend a helping hand to these in need or 
distress. and will be affectionately remem- 
bere! in the community long afrer those 
who knew him most mitimately have passed 


away. in religious belicf he was a member 


of the Afethodist church. 


MARTIN F. RIGBY. 


Martin I. Rigby, a retired tarmer and 
hunored citizen of Alt. Vernon, lowa, as 
well as one of the gallant defenders of the 
Union during the dark days of the Civil 
war, was born in Marion county, Ohio, 
December 3, 1835, and is descended from 
coad old Puritan stock. His ancestors were 


of Inglish extraction and were members of 


Cromivell’s army prior to their emigration 
to -\merica. His father, Caleb P. Righy, 
was a hative of Virginia, aud in early lite 
went to Licking county, Ohio, where he 
married Christiana Fate, a native of that 
state. In September, 1846, they came [0 
Towa, and in January, 1847, they settled 
on a farm near Mechanicsville, Cedar coun- 
(vy, where the mother died in March, 185°. 
The father died in August, 1871, and the 
remains of. both were interred in the Pio- 
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neer Grove cemetery northwest of Mechan- 
iesville. 

Our subject is the third in erder of 
birth ina family of eight eluldren, the oth- 
ers being as follows: Elizabeth J. married 
Lucas Weeks, and died in March, 1858, in 
Pioneer townslup, Cedar county; [elmer C. 
married Hattie Johnson and resides in Seat- 
tle, Washington; Mithssa D. is the wife of 
Samuel Todd and is living in Des Moines, 
Iowa; Washington H. wedded Mary Kalb, 
and died at Mechanicsville, Iowa, in 1894; 
Jesse \W., whe was graduated at Cornell 
College, andl is a minister of the Methodist 
church, married Julia Case and is now liv- 
ing at Llvod River, Oregon; Joshua C. died 
in Davenport, Towa, im October, 1878; 
Thomas H. married Miss [rene Bridenstine 
and makes lis honte in Seattle. Washington. 

Latin FF, 
vears of his liie in lus native county, and 
in September, 1846. started for Iowa, the 
journey being made with three teams and 


Rigby spent the first ten 


covered wagons, known as prairie schoon- 
ers. drove a team the 
Tipton, 


He eared for and 
entire «distance, passing chrough 
lowa, on election day, while the people 
were voung for the adoption of the new 
constitution and the admussion of the state 
lo the Union. Locating on a farm near 
Mechaniesville, in Fremont township, Ce- 
dar county, he pursued his studtes during 
the winter months in a log school house. 
He remained on the home farm until 1856, 
when he entered Cornell College at Mt. 
Vernon. He assisted in forming the Re- 
publican parry, and enlisted twenty-seven 
men im the United States service. 

In 1862 Mr. Righy enlisted in Com- 
pany B, Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer In- 
lantry. wader Captain Rathbone and Col- 
onel Ever C. Byam. The regiment was first 
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ordered to Helena, Arkanas, where they 
remained in camp during the fall and win- 
ter, and participated in several expeditions 
at White river, St. Francis river, Moon 
lake and Coldwater, after which they re- 
turned to Helena. They were connected 
with one of General Grant's divisions, and 
were landed on the west shore of the Alis- 
sissippi opposite Vieksburg. After their 
failure to take the fort by bombardment, 
they went to Grand Gulf at the mouth of 
the Big Black river, and after landing 
past Vicksburg to Hard Times 
Where they crossed to the cast 
side on a pontvon built of transports. On 
the 1st of May, 1863, they marched to Fort 
Gibson, and the following day Mr. Rigby 
parucipated in his first real battle at that 
place, lis regiment bemmg a part of Hovey’s 
division. 


marched 
Landing. 


All their accoutrements were piled 
in the fence corners and left, and they went 
ito action with the old Lowa yell. They 
never recovered their accoutrements. Mr. 
Rigby's company was then detached and 
cid provost guard duty at the corps head- 
quarters in the rear of Kayvmond under 
command of John A. MeClerand, and re- 
ceived only four days’ rations in twenty 
davs. On the r6th of May. 1863. they 
tuok part in the battle of Champion Hills. 
Our subject was then serving as sergeant, 
and was detailed to guard twenty-three 
rebel prisoners at Bowl’s house during the 
batte. That meht he went to Edward's 
Station, now the town of Edward, where 
he was given a detachment to mvoice the 
quartermaster’s stores captured in battle, 
and after accomplishing this and turmng 
over his prisoners he rejoined his command 
at Vicksburg on the evening of the 18th, 
and was on duty there with the Uhirteenth 
Army Corps until the surrender of that 
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stronghold on the 4th of July. The fol- 
lowing day his regiment started for Jack- 
son, Mississippi. and was present at the 
second capture of that place. On their re- 
turn mareh to Vicksburg, July 25, 1865, 
the heat was terrific, and many of the men, 
including the captain of our subject's com- 
pany, were overcome, The night follow- 
ing, on their approach to Big Black river, 
Mr. Rigby witnessed the worst storm he 
has ever seen, the thunder and lightning 
being worse than any bombardment, and 
the soldiers stood knee deep in water all 
night. The next dav returned to 
Vieksburg, where they remained m= camp 
At the end of this period they 
took transports and went to Natchez, and 


they 
tivo weeks. 
from there to New Orleans. Thev were in 
camp between Carlton and Vicksburg for a 
tune. hac tall AIr. Rigbv’s command went 
to Oppolusas, Louisiana, but he was left in 
the marine hospital. being il] with malarial 
fever for tle rejoined his 
comnind at New Lberia im November, 1563, 
and was in camp at Algers, near New Or- 
leans, until January, when they were or- 


Liwo oimeontlhs. 


dered to Mladisonville. where they remained 
unt] about Mareh 1, when they joined Gen- 
They 
were moa skirmesh almost every day, and 
on the &th of Apml took part in the fight 
at Sabine Cross Roads. They marched for- 
ty miles and participated in the battle of 
Nlexauder, retreated to Atcha- 
foliah, on Morganza Bend. and in July. 
1864, returned hy boat to New Orleans, 
and liv steuner to Washington, being the 
frst Lowa regiment to enter the capital city 
during the war. 


eral Banks’ Red River expedition. 


and then 


They next went to Man- 
assas function, and later to Harper’s Ferry, 
where the Sixth. Iiehth and Nineteenth 
Corps were organized into the Middle Di- 
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vision of the .\rmy of the Potomac, under 
command of General Sheridan. They 
marched up the Shenandoah Valley, and 
took part m the battle ef \Winchester, after 
which the enemy retreated to Fisher's Hill, 
where another engagement was brought on. 
When they again retreated to Mt. Craw- 
ford, Alr. Righy’s command returned to 
Harper's Ferry, and later took part in the 
battle of Cedar Creek, which was one of the 
nxost remarkable battles of the war. There 
our subject was wounded in the right side 
by a piece of shell. Jlis connnand followed 
the enemy, and after driving them out of 
the valley retreated to Fort Stephenson. 
On Chrisunas Day, 1864. Mir, Rigby was 
granted a furlough and returned home tor 
a few days. Tle then went to New York 
and by boat proceeded to Savannah, Geor- 
gia, where he rejomed his regnnent, and 
trom there they went on transports to Mare- 
head City, near Newburn, North Carolina. 
They were at Goldsboro when General John- 
ston surrendered to General Sherman. 
Wile there Mr. Rigby and others of lus 
company were detailed to guard General 
Sherman on his wav to Wilmington, North 
Carolina, and they then returned to More- 
head City, finding on their arrival there the 
lags at half mast on account of the assas- 
sination of President Lincoln. Later they 
returned to Savannah, whence they marched 
to .\ugusta, Georgia, and were i camp at 
Hamburg. North Carolina, for a time. Sub- 
sequently they returned to Savannah, which 
wis one of the worst marches our subject 
was forced to endure, as it rained cou- 
tinuously. There he was mustered out of 
service July 17, 186s, and then returned 
tc Davenport and to his old home in Cedar 
county. 

After the war Mr, Rigby was engaged 
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in the hardware and agricultural implement 
business at Stanwood, Iowa, and also taught 
school in) winter, remaining there three 
years. He next followed farming in Fre- 
mont townslip, Cedar county, where he 
owned a well-iimpreved place of three hun- 
dred and twenty acres, besides other farm 
He also engaged in speculating 
in lands and continued to fallow agricultural 
pursuits for eighteen years. On the 12th 
of February, 188g. he removed to At. Ver- 
non, where he purchased forty acres of land, 


property. 


which he has since Janl off mm town lots. 
He has built him a splencid residence with 
all mudern improvements, and is now prac- 
ically hiving a retired life, enjoying the 
competence acytured by his labor in for- 
mer vears, 

Aly. Rigby was married June ro, 1869, 
m Cedar county, to Miss Harriet Alma 
Miles. a cousin of General Nelson A. Miles. 
ind also of Russell .\. Alger, formerly see- 
retary af war under President \f[eKainley. 
She was born near \Waoster. Wiyne county, 
Ohio. May i7. 1844. and was the voungest 
ina fanuly of six eluldren, the others being 
igs follows: J. Willard, a banker of Man- 
chester, Iowa, married Jane Heckard, and 
represented fackson county in the state leg- 
islature: Orison N., whe married Maria 
MeLannan, and is new living on a farm 
near Stamvood, Iowa, spent twenty years 
in Australia, where he was engaged in gold 
muning sand in banking. and was also in the 
United States mail service between New 
Zealand and Australia; Avery married So- 
phia Prussia. and lives in Miles. Iowa; Sarah 
married Alfred J. Scofield. who resided in 
Jackson county. Jowa. until the Civil war 
hroke out, when he joined the army and 
was killed in the battle of Champion Hills. 
Por her second hushand she wedded John 
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Demning, who died in Septentber, rgoo. 
and he now resides in Rhodes, Marshall 
county, lowa; Forrest. who was wounded 
in the battle of Ceclar Creek during his serv- 
ice in the Civil war. married Nettie Gra- 
hain, and is now a retired farmer of Miles, 
Jackson county, lowa. which town was laid 
out on his father’s farm. Mrs. Rigbvy's 
parents were Justin and Harriet (Rice) 
Miles, both natives of Vermont, though 
they were married im Wooster, Wayne 
county, Ohio. For his first wife Mr. Miles 
married Tabitha Hoskins, by wham he has 
three chilcren, namely: James Nelson mar- 
ried Harriet Wood, of De Witr. Iowa. and 
Is NOW a pronmunent attorney and real estate 
dealer of Burlingame, Kansas; Elizabeth 
T. married Dr: F. Thompson, of Lyons, 
Iowa, and died about 1860; and Marv wed- 
ded Hiram Hall, a farmer near Clarence, 
Towa, where she died in February, 1877. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Righy were bern 
fwo children. FElsie Miles, born .\ugust 22, 
1871. was graduated from Cornell College 
17 3892, and finished a posi-graduate course 
in 1894, and has since taken a years study 
of law at the lowa State University, at Iowa 
City, preparing for admission to the bar. 
On Thanksgiving Day, 1898, she married 
KE, A. Maxwell. an attorney of Waterloo, 
Towa, and they have one child, Lous Rigby, 
who was born May 28. rg00. Justin Crom- 
well, son of our subject, was, born Sep- 
tember 10, 1878, and died when only nine 
days old. 

Mr. Rigby is a prominent member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. and ts 
past commander of Colonel J. Q. Wilde 
Post. of Stanwood. and also past commander 
of W. C. Dimmick Post, of Met. Vernon. 
He is a member of the blue lodge. chapter 
and council of the Masonic fraternity, and 
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has also taken the subordinate degrees of 
Odd Fellowship. Te is a member of the 
official board of the Methodist [Episcopal 
church, and takes an active and influential 
part in church work. Mr. Righy also be- 
longs to the Adelphian Society, and is one 
ot the most popular and lughly respected 
citizens of Mt. Vernon. 





PEEDERICK BORORNY. 


This well-known contractor on public 
works, residing at 422 C avenue, dates his 
residence in Cedar Rapids from 1868. He 
was born in the city of Chicago on the 
15th of December, 1862, and is a son of 
Irederick Bokorny, Sr., who came to the 
new world in early life and settled in Chi- 
cago, where he worked at his trade of stone 
cutter Jor some On leaving that 
city he made a permanent location in Cedar 
Rapids in 7868. At this place he was first 
in the employ of others and subsecuently 
as a contractor and builder he followed 
lis chasen occupation for some years, though 
his last days were spent in retirement from 
active labor. Ile died here in 1885. His 
wite stull survives lim, and is now sev euty- 
eight vears of age. 


years. 


Our subject accompanied his parents on 
their removal to Cedar Rapids, and is in- 
debted to the city schools for his educa- 
tional advantages. IJle partially learned his 
trade with his father, and later commenced 
contracuing on public works in his own in- 
terest, and has since heen actively engaged 
in business in connection with the laving 
of sewers. the building of bridges and with 
other pulilic enterprises in Cedar Rapids and 


Linn county for fifteen years. He is a 


practical and skilled mechanic, who thor- 
oughly understands the business, and is 
meeting with well-deserved success. He 
has bought lots and erected several houses 
im the city, and also owns some valuable 
farm property near Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Bokorny was married in Cedar Rap- 
ids in 1884 to Aliss Katie Guinn, who was 
born, reared and educated in Germany, and 
was a young lady when she came to Amer- 
ica and took up her residence in Cedar Rap-. 
ids. 
Katie, a graduate of the Cedar Rapids high 
school; and Trophy, still a student in the 
city schools. Their son Frederick cited at 
the age of six months. 

In his social relatiois A[r. Bokorny ts 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Benevolent Prutective Or- 
der of Elks. 
high in the esteem of his fellow citizens, 
who recognize his ability. and the success 


They have two children living, namely: 


A\s a business mun he stands 


that has crowned lus efforts has been wor- 


thily achieved. as it has come to lnm 
through his own industry and persistent 
effort. On national issues he votes with the 
Democracy, but at local elections he votes 
independent Q£ party lines, supporting the 
men whom he believes best qualilied to fl 
the otfices. Te has never eared for poht- 


eal honers fur himself. 





JOHN ANDERSON. 


Cedar Rapids has many successiul usi- 
tess men who started out in life for them- 
selves empty-handed and by thetr own well- 
directed anc) energetic efforts have pros 
peredl anc are now recognized leaders in the 


business world, To this class belongs John 
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Anderson, who is at the head of the City 
Stone & Sidewalk Company. 

He was bern in Sweden in 1857, a 
son of Magnus -\nderson and Anna (Nel- 
son) -\nderson, also natives of that coun- 
try, where the father is still living. but the 
mother is now deceased. 
the father is a larmer. Our subject grew 
fo manhood in the land of his birth, and 
was there married in October, 1879, to 
Miss Lotta Johnson, also a native of Swe- 
den. ‘Ten children blessed this union. name- 
lv: Ida, Emina, Jennie, Osear, Edwin. Wal- 
ter, Otte, Lena and Isaac, all of whom are 


By occupation 


still living, and John, who died in infancy. 

On the 27th of May, 1881. Mr. and 
Mrs. Anderson sailed from Guttenburg to 
Hull. Kneland, and from Liverpool came 
to New York. On landing in this country 
they proceeded at once to Chicago, and from 
that citv came to Cedar Rapids. For a 
time Mr. Anderson worked on the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Northern lailroad, 
then being built between Clair and Ieinmets- 
burg. and later went to Illinois, where he 
found employment in a slone quarry across 
the river from Burlington. While work- 
ing there he broke his leg, and then returned 
to Cedar Rapids and tured his attention 
to shoemaking, having Jearned that trade 
mn his native land. To that occupation he 
devoted his energies for ten years, and then 
embarked in his present business. founding 
the company with wihiuch he is still connect- 
ed. He is the leader of that line of busi- 
ness in Cedar Rapids, having put down more 
niles of sidewalk than any orher firm in the 
city, and has also done considerable work im 
contracting and laying sewers, not only 
here but elsewhere. He has met with well- 
deserved success in his labors, and now 
owns real estate in the city. He is a Mas- 


863 





ter Mason and a stockholder in the Ma- 
sonic lemple and Auditorium, and also he- 
longs to the Knights and Ladies of Honor, 
a social and mutual insurance order. As 
a sell-made man he deserves great credit 
for the success that he has achieved in life, 
and justly merits the high regard in which 
he is uniformly held by his fellow citizens. 


MARK E. BARTLETT. 


Among the progressive and energetic 
business men of Cedar Rapids is numbered 
the gentleman whose name introduces this 
sketch. 
he has made his home in this place, and has 


For over a quarter of a century 


been actively identified with irs commercial 
itierests as a dealer in wall paper, paints, 
oils, varnishes, etc., in which line he has 
built up a good trade. 

Mr. Bartlett is a native of Oluo, born 
in Lorain county, February 3, 1854. and 
is a son of William and Sarah .\. (Sturde- 
vant) Bartlett, who were natives of New 
Hampshire and Maine, respectively, and 
were matried in the Buckeye state. The 
father, who was-a farmer by occupation, 
came to Clayton county, Iowa, in 1855, 
and purchased a tract of wild land, to the 
improvement and cultivation o1 wlich he 
devoted his energies until life's labors were 
ended. He died January 18. 1899, at the 
ripe old age of seventy-three years. The 
mother of our subject had died in 1871, 
and for his second wife the father married 
Sarah Connor, who is still living in Clay- 
ton county, and by whom he had two chil- 
dren, William and [arrict, also residents 
of that county. Mark is one of the six. chil- 
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dren horn of the first marriage, of whom 
three are now deceased. His brother, Elmer 
E., is a farmer of Clayton county, and his 
sister, Julia. is the wile of Charles Beams, 
areal estate dealer of that county. In pohi- 
ties the father was a Republican. 

Mark E. Bartlett was reared amid rural 
scenes on the home farm, and is indebted 
to the district schools of the neighborhood 
for his educitional advantages. On leaving 
hame, in 1871, at the age ol seventeen years, 
he found employment as clerk in a hotel-at 
Strawberry Point, Iowa, known as the Blake 
Honse. with which he was connected ter a 
year and a half. He was nest with a sur- 
veving party, and on leaving their employ 
resumed clerking in a hotel at Center Point, 
remaining there about a year. On the ex- 
piration ef that time he learned the paint- 
ers trade. to which he has since devoted 
the greater part of his time and attention. 
In the fall of 1875 he removed to Cedar 
Rapids. having the spring previous become 
interested in the painting business at this 
place. and in 1893 he removed to the site 
Here he has es- 


tahlished business as a retail dealer in wall 


which he now occupies. 


paper. punts, oils, varnishes, ete., and 1s 
now enjoying a prohtable trade. 

ln aSz8 Alr. Bartlett wedded Miss Mary 
Stebbins. whe is one of the hve eluldren 
horn to Joseph and Jane Stebbins, who 
came to this state from Indiana. Our sub- 
ject and Ins wife have six cluldren, namery : 
Mahel. Peart. Jay. Charles, Josephine and 
Howard. The fannuly residence is in Wen- 
wool Park. My. Bartlett takes an active 
part in public affairs, and as one of the 
leading and popular citizens of his com- 
mumtyv he has been called pon te fll the 
He 
also been a member of the school board, 


ofhees af mavor and alcdennan. has 
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and his official duttes have been discharged 
with a promptness and tidelity worthy of 
the highest commendation. 


2 





ABRAHAM C. COQUILLETTE. 


Abraham C. Coquillette. who is now so 
efficiently serving as justice of the peace, 
is one of the leading aud influential citizens 
uf Coggon. He was born February 13, 
L829. in Rockland New York, 
where beth parents, Wilham and Alara 
(Garrison) Coquillette, spent the greater 
part of their lives as farming people and 


county, 


where the father died May 31, 1835, aged 
forty-two vears. They had a family of nine 
cluldren, but only two are now living, these 
Leing Francis. a retired farmer living in 
Marengo, [Jinois; and Abraham €., our sub- 
ject. Those deceased were Daniel W., James, 
William, John. Sarah, FEletta and Ennly. 
The Coquillette family trace their ancestry 
back to the time of Louis NIV. Ir is the 
supposition that the great-grand father of our 
subject was a twin brother of the heir of 
France (Uhe Man in the Iron Mask). This 
is backed by title deeds and other ofhcial 
papers now in possessinn of the descend- 
A family legend is to the effeet that 
The Man in the Lron Mask was some un- 
fortunate who represented the Dauphin of 
France, while the true gne was permitted. 


eu11ts. 


to leave the country, and came to America 
hicl the Hook mountains if 
Rockland county. taking the name of Co- 
quillette instead of Capet. The lirst of the 
faniily to come to this country was Francis. 


and behin| 


the great-grandfather of our subject, who 
settled in Rockland county, New York, and 
where all the descendants of three genera- 





A. C. COQUILLETT. 
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Hons are buried. The grandfather of our 
subject, Daniel Cocuillette, was born on the 
ocean. William Coquillette, the tather, was 
horn in Rockland county, New York. 
During his boyhood and youth Abraham 
C. Coquillette received a limited 
education in the public schools ot 
York city, and at the age of fourteen com- 
menced learning the eveper’s trade, at which 
he there worked for about seven years. He 
then purchased a horse and dray, and en- 


rather 
New 


gaged in the draying business mn the me- 
tropolis until Soon 
after this he joined the New York fre de- 
partinent an] served five years with Hose 
Campaiy No. 12, and Engine Company 
No. 50, with headquarters on Horatio street, 
berween Eighth and Ninth avenues. Dur- 
ing this time he served one vear as assist- 
At the end 
of this tiie he was engaged as a porter in a 
Nour and grain srore until 1856, when he 


after jus marriage. 


a aud une year as loreman. 


came west. 

In i849 Mr. Coquillette wedded Miss 
Sarah MM. Lascell, of New York city, who 
was born December 25. 1832, and died May 
31, 1900. She was a daughter of John B. 
and Mery B. (\West) Lascell, who made 
their home in New York until death, the 
packing 
most of 


father having charge of a_ pork 
business in that city during the 
lis life. Unto our subjeet and hts wrfe 
were born the following cluldren: Mary 
B.. Abram and John William, who all 
died in infaney: Sarah Jane. wife of Dr. 
Mbert Welsh, a physician and druggist of 
Hagler, Nebraska: William Henry, who 
married Lilly F. Southworth, of McHenry 
county, Dlinois, and they now reside im 
Coggon, where he is engaged in the meat 
business; Daniel Li, who married Carrie 


3 
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Whitney, of Bowlder township, this county, 
and is now engaged in farming in Spring 
W., Who 
married Carrie Alspaugh and resides in 


Grove township; and Andrew 


Marion, this county, where he is serving as 
deputy sheriff. and a sketch of whom will 
le found on another page of this work. 
The mother of these children passed away 
Mav 31, r9o0. faithtul 
consistent member of the ML. E. church of 
Coggon. 

After his marriage Mr. Coquillette came 
west and located at Frankiinville, JieHenry 
county, Illinois, where he followed farming 
for about nine years. On disposing of his 
property in that locality he came to Linn 
county, lowa, in the fall of 1866. and settled 


She was a and 


6§on a farm in Bowlder township. where he 
continued to successfully engage in agricult- 
ural pursuits for twenty-four years. Since 
then he has made lus home in the village 
of Coggon and has lived retired irom acuve 
labor. He has a pleasant residence and also 
two acres ot Jand adjoining the village. 
and still owns the old home farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres on the southeast 
cuarter of section 18, Bowlder township. 
Religiously Mr. Coquillette is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal chureh of Cog- 
gon, and politically is identified with the 
Republican party, having always afhliated 
that great political organization since voting 
for its frst presidential candidate—John C. 
Fremont—in 1856. In 1889 he was elected 
county supervisor, and filled that office with 
credit to himself and to the entire satis- 
faction of his constituents for six years. 
In sg00 he was made justice of the peace 
and is now serving in thar capacity. He 
is one of the most prominent citizens of lis 
part of the county and is held in hugh re- 
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gard wherever known. He las been very 
successful since coming to this county. and 
by his industry and economy has succeeded 


in accumulating a comfortable competence. 


LLOYD McCUTCHEON. 


Liovd MeCuteheon, editor and proprie- 
tor of The Record, of Mt. Vernon, one of 
the best papers of the county, was born in 
Washington, Iowa. on the 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1875, and is a son of James A. and 
Georgiana (Ward) AleCutcheon, who were 
natives of Pennsvivania and Marvland. re- 
spectively, and were married in Washing- 
ton, lewa, in 1870. By occupation the fa- 
ther is a contractor and builder. 

Our subject is the oldest living of a 
fanuly of four children, the others being 
Alma [., who was born January 13, 1&8o, 
aud is now attending Drake University, of 
Des Aloines; Ward, who was born March 
17, 1893, and is attending the home school; 
and Charles, who died in infaney, in 1875. 

During his boyhood Lioyd MeCutcheon 
attended the \Vaslington public schools, 
and was graduated from the high school of 
that place in I890. He then entered the 
clhice Of the Washington Gazette to learn 
the printer’s trade, and later worked for the 
Press of Washington, remaining with the 
latter paper until the fall of T8923, when he 
became connected with the Washington 
Journal, which known as the 
Hustler, He was employed on that paper 
until November, 1894, when he went to 
Waterloo. Iowa, and started the Evening 
Record. He soou sold out, and accepted 
the position of city editor on that paper. 
In the tall of the same year he went to 


Was then 
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Tiudson, Jowa, and purchased the Hudson 
Record, which he carried on until the rst 
of January, 19900. In the meantime Mr, 
MeCutcheon had attended the State Norma! 
School during the summer season, and then 
entered the University of Chicago, where 
he took up the studies of psilitical science, 
lustory and English literature. On the 1st 
of January, 1gor, he came to Mt. Vernon 
and bought The Remarker, the name of 
which he has changed to The Record. 


JOSEPH E. TYLER. 


For some years Joseph E. Tyler has 
been prominently identified with the busi- 
ness interests of Cedar Rapids, and is now 
Proprietor ot a first class market at No. 
411 Seeond avenue, where he handles all 
kinds of meats, provisions, ovsters, hsh and 
gaine. He was born in Doston, Massa- 
chusetts, \ugust It, 1867, a son of Charles 
A. and Eunice (Horton) Tyler, also na- 
tives of the old Bay state. In 1868 they 
removed to Farmington, Illinois, where 
they made their hame for seme time. The 
father was a traveling salesman, first in the 
employ of the firm of Mclinlev & Gilchrist, 
of Chicago, and later with Franklin Mc- 
Veigh, of that city. Both he and his wite 
are now deceased, and are interred at Parn- 
ington, Illinois. In the family of this wor- 
thy couple were seven children, all of whom 
are still living. 

It was during his infaney that Joseph 
E. Tyler accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Peoria county, Illinois, and the 
public schools of that city afforded him his 
early educational privileges. He laid aside 
lus text books at the age of thirteen, how- 
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ever. and started out to make his own way 
in the world by working as a farm hand, 
but as this occupation did not accord with 
his tustes his father persuaded him to re- 
turn home at the end of a year. In the 
meantime the family had removed to Dav- 
enport, Iowa, where at the age of fifteen 
our subject embarked in the butcher bus:- 
ness. Two vears later he went to Spirit 
Lake, Iowa, where he spent about a year, 
and then came to Cedar Rapids, which has 
He is meeting with 
excellent success in his present business, 


since been hus home. 


having, by fair and honorable dealing, built 
up a good trade. 

On the 16th of November, 1892, was 
celebrated the marriage of Mr. Tyler and 
Miss Theresa Weldon, of Cedar Rapids, 
a daughter of James Weldon, an early set- 
tler of this place and one of the first gar- 
deners to come west. Her parents are still 
living, and six of their seven children also 
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler have two 
children, namely: Bernice. born September 
12, 1893; and Charles James. born April 
10. 1895, They make their home at 614 
south Lighth street. Ar. Fyler is a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias fraternity, 
aul stands deservedly high both in social 
and liisiness circles. 


Survive. 


J. S, BUSER. 


J. S. Buser, the well-known and popu- 
lar photographer of Mt. Vernon, was boro 
in Pennsylvania, of which state his parents, 
Jacob and Naney (Rothrauff) Buser, were 
also natives. The family came west in 
1859. and settle! near Warren. LIllinors, 
though just across the line in Wisconsin. 
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The father, wHo was a farmer hv occupa- 
tion, died there in 1881, when about sev- 
enty-three years of age. The mother sur- 
vived hint several years, dving May 13, 
1900, when past the age of minety-three. 
In their family were eleven children, name- 
ly: John married Sarah De Hasse, and 
both died in Williamsport, Pennsylvania; 
Marv is the widow of John Dershame and 
resides in Warren, Illinois; Wilham mar- 
ried Sadie Deffenbaucher and lives in Cali- 
fornia; Elizabeth is the widow of Henry 

Hen and resides in Bird City, Kansas; 
Samuel is also married and makes his home 
in Warren, Illinois; Levi married Jane 
Maheny, who is deceased, and he is again 
married and lives in Warren, Illinois; Lydia 
is the wife of Erastus Mellinger and re- 
sides in Pine Island, Minnesota; Henry R,. 
married Elizabeth Gann and makes his home 
in Cedar Rapids, Jowa; lls 
Miss Thornton and lives in Dawson, Ne- 
braska; J. S., our subject, is the next of 
the family; and Emma died at the age of 
eighteen years. 

Mr. Buser, of this review, began liis 
education in the district schools, jis lather 
having donated a part of the old home- 
stead farm on which to erect a school house. 
When our subject was a small bow the fam- 
ily removed to Warren, Ilinois. where he 
attended the public schoois, and on com- 
pleting his education was granted a teach- 
After teaching for a few 


married a 


er’s certificate. 
terms he took up photography and trav- 
eled over a greater part of the United States 
faking views. He finally located im Lan- 
sing, Jowa, where he spent one year, and 
then removed to Monroe, Wisconsin. where 
the following two years were passed. Sub- 
sequently he was a resident ot Waterlao, 
Iowa, for five years, and at the end of that 


$7.0, 


time removed to Cedar Rapids. From there 
he traveled over the state in the interests 
vf lus profession and made many thousand 
stereoptican views. About r885 he came 
to Mt. Vernon, and at this place he now 
has one ot th bst galleries in Lowa, it be- 
ing biult purposely for his business. He 
also has a branch studio in Mechamesville 
and another at Lisbon. He is recognized as 
one of the best and most artistic photog- 
raphers in this seetion of the state, and is 
a member of the National Photographers 
Association of America. He attends the 
Methodist chureh, and is 4 supporter of the 
Repubhean party. 

On the 2d of May, 1893, Mr. Buser 
Was married] at Cedar Rapids to Mrs. Mary 
A. Bruch, a daughter of Jolin and Mary AL. 
(AMletzgar) Alingle, both natives of lenn- 
sylvama, while her paternal grand/ather 
Her father died 
In 18g3. but her mother is still living and 


was a German by birth. 


Inakes her home in Satlorsburg, Fennsyl- 
vaia. The children of their family were 
John, who married Minnie Rantz and lives 
in Ahichigan: Frank, who married Alvesta 
Bachniin and resides it Pennsylvania: Ja- 
cob, who married Flora Meson and died in 
seraitou, Pennsylyania. in 1893; Joseph, a 
resident af Oregon; Charles. who married 
Linuse Fox and makes his home in Seran- 
ton. Pennsylvania; Mary M.. wife of our 
subject; and Eugene. a railroad man of 
California. 


ANNE B. VAN ALBADA. 

The subject of this sketch. whio is now 
chiel clerk in the general auditing depart- 
ment of the Burlington. Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad at Cedar Rapids, was 
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born i Workum, province of Friesland, 
Holland, May 16, 1831, and is a son of 
Bruno and Ytje Van Albada. who spent 
their entire lives in that country, the father 
being at the head ef a government school 
for over torly vears. In the family were 
nine eluldren, but only three are now liv- 
ing. and but two of the number came to 
the United States, these being our subject 
and his sister, \ukje, who makes her home 
with him. 

During his boyhood Anne B. Van Al- 
baca obtained a good practical education 
in the cammoan schools of Holling, and at the 
early age of sixteen passed the required ex- 
amination for a teacher. Two years later 
Ne recetved Ins second certificate, and the 
third and last at the age of twenty-two. 
During all this time he successfully engaged 
in teaching, and later received the appoint- 
ment of principal upon examination, being 
numher one ina list ot competitors. 

On the 4th of July, 1869, Mr. Van 
Albada came to America, sailing irom Hol- 
land to England and thence ta New York, 
where he spent four months. He then pro- 
ceeded to Chicago, where he made Ins home 
ior six years and a half, being employed 
as collector for one of the leading news- 
papers of that city. He came to Cedar 
Rapids September 13, 1875, and entered 
the service of the Burlington, Cedar Ikap- 
ids & Northern Railroad in the capacity of 
chief clerk in the general auditing depart- 
ment, and sell retains that position, lus: 
work always giving the utmost satisfaction. 

Mr. Van Atbada was married June 16. 
1859. in Holland, to Miss Dieuwertje Kui- 
per, also a native of that country and a 
daughter of Jacol Kuiper. She is one of 
a family of three children. two of whom are 
now living. Unto our subject and his wile 
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were horn nine children, but only three of 
the number now survive, namely: Cather- 
ine, wife of [1]. Denny, an engineer on the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Raul- 
road, residing tn lowa City; Ida, unmar- 
ried. residing in Colorado Springs, Colo- 
rado; and Cora, wife of O. W. Lyman, 
who is engaged in the wholesale nulinery 
business in Cedar Rapids. 

In politics Mir. Van Alhada is some- 
what independent, but on national issues 
usually supports the men and imeasures of 
the Democratic party. For fiteen years he 
efficiently served as seeretary of the school 
board in Cedar Rapids. resigning that posi- 
tion in September, 1899. Socially he is an 
honored member of the benevolent Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, the Blue Lodge and 
chapter of the Masonite frateruity, and the 
Legion uf Houor, and has been oftieially 
connected with these orders. Both he and 
lis wife are members of the Second Presby- 
terian Church, and are people of the Ingh- 
est respectability who make many triends. 


Their pleasant home is located at 309 Fifth. 


avenue west. 


JAMES NORRIS. 


James Norris, deceased. was for many 
years One of the most substantial and pros- 
perous agriculturists of Spring Grove town- 
ship. as well as one of its most highly es- 
teemed citizens. He was born in County 
Cork, Ireland, April 22, 1846. a son ot 
Thomas and Mary (Nash) Norris, who 
Were also natives of the LEmerald Isle. 
About 1857 the father came to America, 
leaving his fanily in Ireland until he could 
secure a strat on this side of the Atlantic. 
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They then joined him, and made their home 
in Massachusetts for about three years. At 
the end of that time thev came to lowa, and 
after living in Jones county for a year, they 
removed to Delaware county, where the fol- 
lowing two years were passed, and then came 
to Linn county, 

On coming to this county our subject 
made iis first purchase of land, consisting 
of forty acres. In connection with his 
brother he next bought one hundred and 
sixtv acres of raw prairie land in Spring 
Grove township, which he placed under cul- 
tivation and improved with goad buildings. 
He also became the owner of eighty acres of 
land in Grant township, and an additional 
eighty acres in Spring Grove township. hav- 
ing at the time of his death three hundred 
and twenty acres of very valuable and pro- 
ductive land, besides real estate in Alt. Ver- 
non, all of which property is now owned 
and successfully managed by Alrs. Norris. 

On the 19th of November, 1876, Mr. 
Norris was united in marriage with Miss. 
Mary Thomas, a daughter of Isane H. and 
Mary Ann (Miller) Thomas. both natives 
of Kentucky, where the father ced at the 
comparatively early age of thirty-two vears,, 
but the mother ts still living at the age of 
seventy-three and inakes her home with Ars. 
Norris. She brought her family to this 
state in 1864, and settled in Otter Creek 
township, Linn county. Of her five clul- 
dren four are vet living. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Norris were eight clildren: Walter, 
born in 1877; William. in 1879: James. in 
1880; Eva Blanche, in 1882: Mark. in 1884; 
Ocea B., in 1886; John, in 1888; and Eddie. 
in 1890. Eva B. died in infancy, but the 
others are all living and are still at home with 
their mother, while the oldest son lollows 
the occupations of a farmer and carpenter. 
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Mr. Norris died April 27. 1892, and was. 


laid to rest in the Troy Mills cemetery. 
Politically he was an ardent Republican, 
and fis tellow eitizens recogmazing lus worth 
and ability called upon him to All several 
local pesitions of honor and trust, such as 
road supervisor, sclrool director and treas- 
urer, the duties of which he ably and con- 
scientiously discharged. Tle was a cons-st- 
ent member of the Methodist IFpiscopal 
church, to which Jus wite also helungs, 
while her niother is a Uresbyterian in relig- 
ious belief. He was a loving and devoted 
husband and farther, a kind neighbor and a 
generous triend, and had the centidence and 
respect of all with whom he came i cuon- 


tact either m2 business or s@cial lite. 


SANUEL G. ARMSTRONG. 


The subject of this review, who is the 
seer member of the tirm of Armsirong & 
MeClenahan, has through his own exertions 


attained an honorable position and marked. 


presuge among the representative business 
men of Cedar Rapids, and with signal con- 
sistency it may be said that he is the arelii- 
tect Of lis own fortunes and one whose suc- 
cess amply justifies the application of the 
somewhat hackneyed but most expressive 
title, “a self-made man.” 

Alr. Armstrong was born tear the pres- 
ent village of Clarence, Cedar county, Lowa, 
August 24, 1858, and is one of a family of 
seven children, all living at the present writ- 
ing in igor. His father, Charles Corne- 
lius Armstrong, was born in Connecticut, 
and when young went to Ohio, where he 
married Miss Luey Dawson, a native of 
Virginia, About 1845 they came to lowa 
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and were among the early settlers of Cedar: 
county. he father first located on a farm 
near what i now Clarence in Cedar county, 
where he lived till 1866, when he moved to 
Mr. Vernon, where he lived one year, and 
then to a 
living at Marion and Alt. Vernon again. 
dhe father died in i885, and the mother 
passed away in 1893. 

The primary education of our subject 
was received in the public schools of Marion, 
and later he attended Cornell College at Mt. 
Vernun fur a few ferius. 


farnt near Marion, afterward 


-\t the age of 
seventeen le commenced teaching schoul and 
followed that profession quite successfully 
from 18760 to 1879, attending school in the 
meantime, He began lis mercantile career 
as a clerk in a country sture at Bercraim, 
lowa, where he was employed tor one yeas, 
and in the fall of 1880 came tu Cedar Rap- 
ids, and commenced work for the drv-goods 
Jinn of Foote & Whitney, remaining with 
them about two months, but nor liking the 
business, he entered the employ of I. N. 
Ishain, a piuneer merchant of Cedar Rapids, 
then conducting a clothing business, bemg 
with him and his sueeessors until the fall 

Layo. 

On the 3d of September, that vear, Alr. 
Armstrong embarked in business for |um- 
seli as a the firm of «Arm- 
trong, Fletcher & Company, opening a 
clothing store in a room 4oNn7o feet, the 


member of 


site being a part of their present location. 
Jwo years later the frm was changed to 
Armstrong, AleClenahan & Company, the 
company being H. W. Fagley, of St. Jaul, 
Minnesota, whose interest Myr. Armstrong 
purchased in 1897, when the firm name was 
changed to Armstrong & MeClenalian, as it 
now stands. They carry a fine line of cloth- 
ing and gents’ furnishing goods and have 
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anet with remarkable success from the start. 
Their rapidly increasing trade has com- 
pelled them to enlarge their stock from time 
to tiie, and to make many improvements 
in their store. At first they occupied only 
one fuer, but now use all of the three stories 
with a basement at numbers 120-122-124 
South Secund street, having sixteen thou- 
sund scjuare feet of Hoor space. ‘They have 
on an average of fifteen in their employ, 
and their extensive trade is not only in the 
city and county, but extends throughout this 
section vi the state. The follewing is an ex- 
tract irom the Evening Gazette: 

“Largest in lowa—Armstrong & Me- 
Clenalian’s Kemudeled Clothing Store— 
Now equipped with an electric passenger 
elevator and every modern convemence— 
Childrei’s Department on Second Floor. 
The people of Cedar kapids ought to take 
civic pride in the remodeled clothing store 
of Messrs. .\rmstrong & MeClenahan, for 
that popular insutution is now the very 
largest uf its kind in the entire state of Iowa. 
The iimense stock covers four floors, in- 
cludig the basement, with sixteen thousand 
eight hundred square feet of floor space, 
giving the store front rank aimony all the 
great inercancile establishment of Jowa.” 

Alr. Armstrong was in his ‘teens when 
is mother was left a widow and he was 
calle upon to contribute to the support of 
the family. For nine years he was employed 
as a clerk, during which time, by economy 
and judicious investments, he managed to 
save a nucleus, with which to embark in 
business fur himself. A man of good busi- 
ness ability, sound judgment and keen dis- 
crummation, he has met with well deserved 
success in his undertakings, and is now 1n- 
terested in a number of different enterprises. 
He is connected with the store of the Arm- 
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strong Clothing Company at Lincoin, Ne- 
braska; is a stockholder in the Clark Mac- 
Daniels Company, manufacturers of overalls 
and shirts, and the Cedar Rapius National 
Bank; and a stockholder and director of the 
Cedar Rapids Loan & Trust Company, 
the Jatter of which he helped to organize. 

On the 5th of September, 1896, Mr. 
Armstrong married AMliss Anna Cooper, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. \W. S. Couper, 
old residents of Cedar Rapids. who were 
born in Ireland and are now well advanced 
in life. Our subject and lus wife have one 
child, Robert Cooper, bern July 4, 1897. 
They have a pleasant home at 10£5 Fourth 
avenue, and are members of the Alethodist 
Ispiscopal church. In his political athhia- 
tions Mr. Armstrong is a Republican, and 
he is deeply interested in public affairs ancl 
the good of the community in which he lives. 
He is genial, courteous, enterprising and 
progressive, of commenvlable public-spirit 
and the highest integrity. and well deserves 


tbe success that has come to hum. 


PHILIP H. RAPER. 


This progressive and enterprising agri- 
culturist residing on 20, Brown 
township, within two miles of Springville, 
is one of Linn county’s native sons, born 
near Marion, on the 17th of January, 1861. 
His father, Jacob Kafer, was born in Ger- 
many about 1830, and was seventeen years 
of age when he came to the United States. 
After spending about a year in Pennsly- 
vania, he came to Iowa in 1845, and took 
up his residence in Linn county. Here he 
married Catherine Fink, who was born in 
Ohio of German parentage. 


section 


As early as 
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1840, her father, Louis Fink, brought lis 
family to this county, and pre-empted land 
in Linn township. near Met. Vernon, where 
he opened up and improved a farm. On the 
death of Mr. Kafer, Sr., the father of our 
subjeet succeeded to the old homestead two 
miles from Mt. Vernon, and to its further 
improvement and cultivation he devoted his 
energies for many years, making it one ot 
the best improved farms in- Linn township. 
After the death of his wile. which occurred 
in r8go, he removed to Mt. Vernon, and has 
since lived retired with a daugiter, although 
he still looks after his farming interests. 
He hus two sons and four daughters living. 

Philip H. Kafer passed the days ot lus 
hovhood and youth on the old home farm. 
and after attending the public seliuels of 
that locality for some years. he was a student 
at Cornell College in Alt. Vernon. for a tune. 
lle remained under the parental root until 
his marriage, which was celebrated in Linn 
township, January 18, 1886, Miss Ida Cath- 
erine Deck becomuig his wile. She 
born in Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
and is a daughter of Thomas Deck, a well- 
known farmer of Lin township. this county. 
Here she was reared and was educated in the 
common aud high schools of Libon. Mr. 
and Mrs. Safer have one eluld, Edith May. 

After his marriage our subject contin- 
ued on his father’s farm until 1888, when 
he purchased the farm of eighty acres on 


Was 


section 20, Brown township, where he now 
resides, and has since engaged in its culti- 
vation. He has erected therean a good 
modern residence, heated hy a furnace and 
supplied with hot and cald water, and has a 
hath roum and cellar, and in fact all of the 
conveniences found tn a city home, it being 
one of the best larin louses in the township. 
There is also a vood barn and other out- 
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Inuldings upon the place and it ?s adorned 
with beautiful shade and fruit trees. Well- 
kept tences divide sixty acres of the land 
mto ten-acre helds, and there is one held of 
twenty-live acres. Afr. INater raises a good 
grade of cattle and hogs, and in all his 
undertakings 18 meeting with marked suc- 
cess, being a good practical farmer of sound 
common sense. His political support is 
given the Democratic party, but he cares 
socially he is 


a member of the INKnights of T'ythias Lodge 


nothing for olfeial honors. 


ol Springville. and 1s a man whese pleasant, 
gemal manner has made him many friends. 
On starting out in life for himself he re- 
ceived no finanetal aid, but is now the ewner 
Of a valuable 
from debt. 


farm, and is entirely free 





JOGHNEDON ELLIOTT. Jp 


Iror over a third of a century this gen- 
tleman was prominently identufied with the 
commercial interests of Marion. Iowa, and 
was numbered among its foremost ciluzens. 
THe was born in Alt. Vernon, Ohio, on the 
atst of February, 1842. and came with Ins 
parents to Marion, lowa. April 6, 1856, 
\When a mere 
hoy he engayed in teaming between here and 
Museatine, carrying grain and produce to 
that city and returning with merchandise 
for the stores in Marion, and later he was 
employed as clerk in the general store of 
A. Daniels & Company, acquiring a good 
knowledge of mereantile business during the 
few years spent In .\ugust, 
1865, he embarked in the grocery business 


when fourteen years of age. 


with them. 


at Marion in partnership with his brother 
Milton, and continued to engage in that line 
of trace uutil 1884 when he retired from 





JOHNSTON ELLIOTT, JR, 





as 
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business until June, 1889. He then turned 
his attention to the lumber business, which 
he carrie! on in connection with his son-in- 
law for several vears under the firm name of 
the Eltiott-Davis Lumber Company. He 
was also interested in the farmers & Mer- 
chants State Bank of Marion, but during the 
Jast six vears of his life lived retired from 
active business. 

On the 2Ist of March, 186, Aly. Elliott 
was united im marriage with Aliss [Esther 
Primrose, of West Dryden, New York, who 
still survives him. Unto them were born 
three children, but Nellie, now Mrs. T. J. 
the only one now living. La- 
vere und George died of scarlet fever in 
1878 within a few days of each other, the 
turmer at the age of eight, the later at the 
age Of three years. 

Mr. Ethott died in Marion, April 17, 
I8gg, und his death came as a loss to each 
individual uf the community, as well as to 
his immediate family. Tle was one of the 
leading and representative citizens of Ma- 
must active and 
ranking among 
He always 
tuok a prominent part in advancing any en- 
terprise Jur the good of the city, and was 
preeminently public spirited and progressive. 

One who knows him well said of Mr. 
Eliott that he did not lack in many of the 
virtues and excellencies which go to make up 
What is popularly termed a good man. He 
did nut lack im any good business qualilica- 
tion. Fle was strictly and exclusively a 
business man, and his ambition was to make 
d success Of business, which he did. He 


Davis, 1s 


rion, ax Well as one of its 
eiterprising business men, 
lls stvongest men financially. 


prospered in every undertaking and_ his 
labors were crowned with success. He dis- 


dained mezy competition, low tricks in trade, 


Which have ruined many another. He was 
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always fair and upright; was genial, warut 
and cordial in his greetings in business re- 
lations, and it was a pleasure 1o do business 
with hin. Mr. Elliott did not lack in those 
qualities which command the respect, confi- 
dence and admiration of the people. He 
drew these as a merchant, citizen and man, 
from all classes in a marked degree. While 
he never held any office, he could have had 
any position in the giit of the people had 
he consented to their oft-repeated solicita- 
tions. He felt that one thing well done, 
one business well established and success- 
fully built up, was tar better for himself and 
his town than many things partially accom- 
plished and nothing a cummplete success. He 
liberally patronized every laudable enterprise 
for the improvement of the town and help 
of 1s needy. He was Jarge and open 
hearted and was especially fond of children. 
In turn they loved him for he always had a 
smile, a word of cheer and a drive for all. 
No man was imore companronable and enter- . 
taining, or thoughtful for the comiort and 
happiness of those about him, and he lacked 
in none of those qualities which constitute 
a good husband and father. 


JOHN BARGER. 


The subject of this biography 1s a mem- 
ber of the well-known firm of Foy & Barger, 
who are now doing a successful real estate, 
loan and abstract business in Cedar lapids, 
their office being at 116 Second street. Mr. 
Barger was born in that city, his parents 
being William G. and Mary A. Barger, 
honored pioneers of Cedar Rapids. fhe 
father, who is a native of New York, came 


west in 1850, and located in Cedar Rapids, 
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where he has since made his home. He his 
followed the occupation of a stationary en- 
gincer aud a locomotive engineer for the 
Northwestern Railroad Compiny for a nun- 
ber of years, but during the latter part ot 
his active life he devoted lus attention to 
the dairy business, which he suld to our sub- 
ject in 1890, and has since lived retired. 
Tlis home is at 616 South Tenth street, 
Cedar Rapids. The mother of our subject 
died in 18go, and was buried in Cedar Rap- 
ids. 


Bitiely - 


In the family were four children, 
George. who died at the age of 
nine years; one who died in miancy un- 
named: Juln. our subject; and Mary, wite 
of Arthur J. Hickey. who is engaged i the 
drv-goods business in New York erty, and 
by whom she has two children, Bertha and 
An Wifant. : 

John Barger has always been a resident 
of Cedar Rapids, and is indebted ty the city 
schools tor his early educational advantages. 
After leaving the public schools he attended 
the night sessions of the Cedar Ltapids Busi- 
ness College, while during the day he de- 
yored his time to farming and to the dairy 
business. When his father wished to retire 
from active labor. he purchased the busi- 
ness and continued to carry it on for eight 
He then became interested in the real 
and at lis 
present location, agssuciating himsel) with 
Charles H. Toy, his present partner. They 
doa general business in their line, and deal 


years. 


estate, loan abstract lusiress 


largely in city property. \Wide-awake, en- 
ergeuic and progressive, they are meeting 
with well-deserved success. 

On the 3oth of October, 1890, Mr. Bar- 
ger was married in Cedar Rapids, to Aliss 
Anna Sampson. She was born in Ireland 
and was five years of age when she came to 
the Uinted States. ler father, William 
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Sampson, was a native of England, and: 
served eighteen years in the English navy. 
He came to America in 1873, and died in 
Cedar Rapids at the age of eighty-four 
years. His wilow is of Scotch descent, 
and is now residing with our subject at the 
Four children 
were born to Aly. and Mrs. Barger, namely: 
David Gordon; one who died in infancy un- 
named; Ralph Everett; aud Harris Clough. 

Afr. Barger is an active member of the 
Ancient Order of the Red Cross, which he: 
organized in January, r899. It is a fra- 
ternal and insurance order, both life and 


age ol seventy-lour years. 


accident msurance, and already takes rank 
amoung the old and reliable societies of that 
character. Sociilly he is guite popular, and 
these who knew him best are numbered 


among lis warinest friends. 


ROBERT BERRY. 


For over half a century Bertram town- 
‘lip had no more iniluential or prusperous 
citizen than the gentleman whose name mt- 
troduces this He was born in 
Oluv, July 4, 1828, and is a son of Samuel 
aml Mary (iinmmons) Berry, the former 
born in New York, May 1, 1784, of Irish 
descent, the latter in New Jersey. November 
After 
their marriage they removed to Ohio, where 
the father followed farming until his death. 
In 1851 the mother came to Iowa, and died 
at the home of our subject, August 5, 1860. 
They were the parents of eleven children 
whose names and dates of birth were 4s 
follows: Davis, August 26, r8o7; Will 
tam. March 10, 1810; Johanna, July 12, 
1812; John, June 14, 1814; James, June 


review. 


fs, 1782, of Ifnglish extraction. 
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18, 1817; Sarah. .-\ugust 15, 181g; Alary 
and Amy, twins, November 9, 1822; Sam- 
uel, Septentber 24, 1825; Robert, July 4, 
1828; and Nellie 

Mr.. Berry's early educational advant- 
ages were ineager. ut the knowledge he ac- 
quired in the district schools has been sup- 
plemented ly a practical information ac- 
guired in later years. Te grew to mane 
hood upon his father’s farm and obtained 
an excellent knowledge of ull the duties 
which fall ta the lot of the agriculturist. 
On leaving the old homestead he commenced 
farmime upon rented land in Ohio, and later 
engaged in railroad contracting. 

Coming tu Linn county, Towa, in 1851, 
Mr. berry purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of land on section 27, LGertram town- 
ship, where he continued to make his home 
til the spring of r9o0r1, when he rented: his 
place and removed to Cedar Rapids. In 
his farnuny operations he has steadily pros- 
pered, and has added to his landed posses- 
sions until he now owns nearly ene thou- 
sand acres of valuable land. He has placed 
his lana excellent cultivation and 
erected thereon good and substantial build- 


wider 


Ings. until he now has one of the best im- 
proved and mest desirable farms in the 
county. Je has alwavs given considerable 
attention to the raising of stock for the mar- 
ket and has also met with success in thts 
undertaking, 

On the 25th of April, 1854, in this 
county, Ar. Berry was united in marriage 
With Miss Naney Thorington, who was born 
near Crawfordsville, Montgomery county, 
Indiana, July 4. IN34. and is a daughter of 
Alexander and Martha (\Vebb) Thoring- 
ton, natives Of Maryland. Her parents re- 
moved from that state to Ohio, and from 
there to \lontgomery county, ladiana, and 
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i 1853 came to Linn county, Iowa, spend- 
ing the remainder of their lives in Bertram 
township. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Berry were born the 
following children: Walter H., born April 
29, 1850, aud Charles E., born February 27, 
1859, are both represented elsewhere in this 
work; Jennie E., born April 12, 1861, of 
the wife of William H. Harrison, whose 
sketch also appears on another page of this 
volume; Addison A., born June 22, 1863, 
married Jélla Hunter and makes his heme 
in Mt. ernon (a sketeh of him will be found 
on another page of this work); Robert O., 
born May 14, 1865. married Rachel Cory, 
and lives on a farm in Marion township; 
Willian Jasper, born January 28, 1868, 
married Bertie H. Hutchinson and lives 
on a darn} im Bertram township; Jujin 
Frederick, born June 26, 1872, married Ida 
McCloud, and resides in Cedar Rapids; and 
one died im infancy. 

In politics Mr. Berry is independent, 
supporting the men whom he believes best 
qualified lov office, regardless of party affilia- 
tions. He has served as township trustee 
and school treasurer, and has always been 
found true to every trust reposed in him 
whether public or private. He and his wite 
are active and consistent members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and are held 
in the highest regard by all who know them. 


THOMAS E. MUNHOLLAND. 


The world instinctively pays deference 
to the man whose success in life has heen 
worthily achieved and who las won tor 
himself a high position in the business world. 
This is a progressive age and he who does 
not advance is soon left far behind. Mr. 
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Munholland, by the improvement of oppor- 
tunities by which all are surrounded, has 
steadily and honorably worked his way up- 
ward, and is now at the head of an import- 


aut and paving industry as proprietor of the. 


Boston Dve Works of Cedar kapids, Lowa. 

A native of New York, he was born in 
Dutchess county, October 29, 1860. Lis 
father, Robert Munholland, was born on the 
Rock of Gibraltar, the only child of Kobert 
and Mary (Powers) Munholland. Rob- 
ert Munholland,-Sr., was a native of Man- 
chester, England, while lis wife was born 
in Dublin, dreland, of [english parentage. 
While sergenat in the Queen’s service at 
Gibraltar, he was killed while trying to cap- 
ture a band of smugglers, who were smug- 
vling liquor ito the camp of the soldiers. 
His wife died while returning to England, 
leaving the father of our subject an orphan 
at thé age of nine years: From that time 
on he worked in Duffy & Company’s print 
(calico) works at Manchester, LEngland, 
until twenty-two vears of age, becoming 
When the works 
were destr@yed by hre he came to the United 


Manager of the same. 


States, landing at Boston, where he estab- 
lished the Boston Dye Works. He was so 
successiul there that he established another 
plant at New York city. He was married 
February 5, 1859, to Miss Kate Gibbon, a 
daughier of John Gibbon, who was born in 
Manchester, I:ngland, and was manager of 
the Dutchess Print Company at Wappinger’s 
Falls, New York., By this union were born 
four children, namely: John, a retired busi- 
ness man of Los Angeles, California; Jo- 
sephine, a teacher in the public schools of 
Cedar Rapids; May, wife of Charles Steven- 
son, au aperator on the Chicago & Alton 
Railroad at Sedalia, Missouri; and ‘Thomas, 


our suljeet. After his marriage the father 
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sold lus business in Boston and New York 
city and renioved to county, Illinois, 
where he secured a section of land, making 
it his home for two vears prior to the Civil 
He joined the Fitth Illinois Cavalry, 
being the first of lis company to enlist, and 
with his regiment went to Alissourt, where 


Wall. 


they were engaged in fighting guerrillas. 
He was badly injured by being thrown from 
lus horse, and was sent to the hospital at 
Camp Butler, Springheld, Illinois. While 
there the smallpox broke out in the hospital, 
and he was appointed as a physician to 
care for the patients, having studied chem- 
istry in his early days. Ue was so success- 
ful in his treatment of the disease that he 
was appointed by Governor Yates, of Dh- 
nois, as hospital steward at Camp Butler, 
and was given charge of all supplies. He 
then sent for lis wite and two sons and re- 
At the close ot 
the war he was honerably discharged and 
returned to New York, but alter spending 
a short time there he located in Blooming- 
ton, illinois, where he started a steam dye 
works. He made his home there until his 
death, which occurred July 22, 1887. 
Thomas Munholland was educated at 
Poughkeepsie, New York, and Blooming- 
ton, Illinois, attending school in the latter 
place until fifteen years of age, when he re- 
turned to New York and commenced learn- 
ing calico printing in the dye department of 
the Dutchess Print works. He spent two 
vears in that factory and then returned to 
Bloamington, where he was engaged in busi- 


mained there three years. 


ness with lus father, remaiming there until 
his marriage. At the age of twenty-two he 
wedded Miss Lillian Preble, of Lexington, 
Illinois. a daughter o£ Charles Preble, whe 
was a large stockman and a member of the 
Chicago Board of Trade. 
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On the 17th of March, 1886, Mr. Mun- 
holland removed to Cedar Rapids and es- 
tablished the Boston Dve Works, his first 
location being where the postofice now 
stands. Later he bought the place where 
he is naw located. On coming to Cedar 
Rapids he had only thirty-three dollars in 
cash, but he has prospered in business here 
through his perseverance, capable manage- 
ment and determimation to succeed. At 
the age of sixteen he went to Michigan, 
where he had charge ef a system) of pumps 
mt the iron mines for a year, and during that 
time saved enough money to buy a piece of 
land, which le sold for three hundred dol- 
lars on leaving there. The same land arter- 
ward proved to be fine mineral property and 
was soll for one hundred tlreusand dollars. 
Mr. Munholland is the breeder of some of 
the finesr spamels in this country, and 1s a 
lover of sport with the red or gun. For 
seventeen years he has been a member of the 
fowa Natiunal Guards, and has held office 
fram first corporal to first lieutenant. THe 
has received three honorable discharges, and 
has served three vears in Company C, of 
Cedar Rapids. In his political views he is 
astanch Republican. Traternally he is a 
member of Creseent Lodge, No. 25. A. F. 
& A. AL, Trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M., 
the Knights of Pythias. the Sons of Vet- 
crans, amd the \fodern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica, and is a liberal contributor to church and 
kindred work. 


ADDISON A. BERRY. 


hroughout his active business life this 
gentleman has been identified with the farm- 
Mey and stoels raising interests of Bertram 
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townsiup, and 1s accounted one of its most 
thorough and skillful agriculturists. He was 
born in that township on the 22nd of June, 
1863, and is a son ot Robert Berry, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. His 
early education was obtaind in the district 
schools near his boyhood home, and later he 
attended the business college at Cedar Rap- 
ids completing his education at the age of 
twenty years. During the following year he 
assisted his father in the work of the home 
tarm, and on attaining his majority started 
out i life for himself with an excellent 
knowledge of the ocenpation which he has 
chosen as a lite work. 

On the 30th of October, 1884, Mr. Berry 
was married in Bertram township, to Miss 
Ella M. Hunter, who was born in that town- 
ship, December 12, 1862, a daughter of 
James and Ellen (Flaherty), both natives of 
Ireland. The father was born September 
16, 1818, and was sixteen years of age when 
he came to the new world. His ltte has been 
devoted chiefly to agriculture. but for ten 
years he was erigaged in mulling. Irom 
Philadelphia he went to Galena, Illinois, 
and in March, 1838, came to Linn county, 
lowa, squatting on government land in Ber- 
tram township. When the land eame into 
market he purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres, and as he prospered in his tarming 
operations here le added to his preperty un- 
til he owned six hundred and sixty acres. 
He erected a steam mill in Putnam township 
and operated it for ten years in connection . 
with farming. He has been three times 
married, his first wife being Mary Rodgers, 
by whom he had six children: Wilham 
G., Sarah A., Mary E., Janes, Minerva J. 
and Emma R., all of whom are now deceased 
with exception of Sarah A. and Iemma R. 
The mother of these children died 1n Novem- 
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ber, 1855, and lhe subsequently married 
Caroline Hollis, who died eighteen months 
later. 
the mother of Mrs. Berry, and to them were 
horn eleven children: John \W., Ella M., 
Marv, Charles, James, Johanna, Jesse 
Franklin, Jolin, Thomas G., \loritiner M. 
and Julia E. Of these John and Charles 


are deceased. The father is a supporter of 


His third wite was Ellen Flaherty, 


the Democratic party, and is a man highly 
respected aud csteemed by all who know hin. 
Mr. and Alrs, Berry liad three children: 
Alfred I., born August r4, 7885. is taking 
a philosophical course at Cornell College. 
Mt. Vernon, and will graduate in 1905; 
Grace E.. born May 30, 18&9. is attending 
the grammar school of Aft. Vernon; and one 
ched in infancy. 

Atter his marriage Mr. Berry rented his 
father-in-law’s farm for a year, and then 
removed to the farm which he now occupies. 
Here he has three hundred and fifty acres 
on section 1, Bertram township, whieh is 
under a high state of cultivation and im- 
proved with excellent buildings, including 
one of the best farm residences in this part 
of the state. it being an elegant two-story 
brick strueture with all modern inprove- 
ments. Upon the place are also large barns, 
cattle sheds and other buildings. Besicles 
this valuable property he owns a handsome 
residence in Mt. Vernon, where he lives dur- 
mg the school year that his children might 
have the best educational advantages that 
the state affords. He spends the summer 
upon his farm, and is suceesstully engaged in 
both farming and stock raising. Politically 
he is an ardent Republican, but has always 
refused to became a candidate for ofhee, 
preferring to devote his undivided attention 
ta Ins lusiness interests. Socially he is a 
member of the Odd lelluws Lodge, No. 
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534, of Bertram. and he attends the Pres- 
byterian chiureh of Alt. Vernon, of which he 
is one of the trustees. He is a man of 
prominence in his community and is highly 


respected wherever known. 





HENRY KADGIHAN. 


This well-known and popular photog- 
rapher of Cedar Rapids, Dawa, was born in 
Bloomington, [linais, on the 8th of January, . 
1865, a :on of Otto and Harriet (Lutten- 
burg) Nadgihn, whe were burn in Cer- 
many, and on coming ta -\unerica settled im 
Melean county, [linois, at an early day. 
The father, who was engaged in lusiness 10 
Bloomington, Wines, died there at the age 
wf seventy-three years, but the mother 15 
still living and continues to reside in that 
city. Of their eight children five also sur- 
vive the father. our subject being the 
voulgest. 

During his boyhocd and youth Henry 
Kadgilin attended the pulilie schools of 
Bloomington. and also the Nermal Seliod 
at Normal. \fler firishing, hus 
edneation the studio of J. J. 
Mayes, of Bloomington, and during the three 


lilinois. 
he entered 


vears spent there he thoroughly mastered 
Since thea he has 
Tor tour 
years he conducted a studio in Bloommg- 
ton, and then came to Cedar Rapids, but 
after a short time spent here he removed to 
In 1X92 he returned to 
Cedar Rapids, and has since carried on husi- 


the photographie art. 
engaged im business for luiieelf. 


Deeatur, [linois. 


ness at this place. He possesses considerable 
artistic talent, aud always keeps abreast 0 
the latest improvements known to Ts pre 


fession. Te is therefore one of the best 
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photographers of the city, and receives, a 
liberal share of the pubhe patronage. In 
his political views he is a Democrat. Mr. 
Kadgiln is recognized as the leader of his 
profession in the state of [owa. Many of 
the photographs from wlich the engravings 
Wustratuie this Necord were made being his 
work. 

On the 25th of June, r8gt, Mr. NKadg-hn 
was united in marriage with Miss Otilda 
M. Stautz, a native of Bloomington, Me- 
Lean county, Ulinois, and a daughter of 
Jacob 2. Stantz, of that place. One child 
Leo, born March 6, 


Religiously Mrs. Kadgilin 1s a miem- 


blesses this wouon: 
rye. 
her of the Universalist ehurch. 





WILLIAM 4. HAMILTON. 


Prominent among the enterprising and 
progressive business men of Cedar Rapids ts 
William WW. Eeanulton. of the well-known 
firnvad Hamilton Brothers, wholesale dealers 
in farin machinery, seeds and coal. A na- 
tive of Illinois, he was bern in Cornwall 
township. Henry county, March 14, 1848, 
isa sonaf James Steele and Mary E. (Tay- 
lor) Tlamilton, The Jather was born in 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, June 
12, 18f2, a son of .\lexander and Elizabeth 
(Steele) Hamilton. the former a nat.ve of 
Ireland. When a young man the father re- 
moved to Henry county, Illinois, and for 
several years engaged in farming in Corn- 
Wall township. Subsequently he spent nine 
years 11 Denton county, Jowa, and then re- 
turned to Henry county, and located in 
Geneseo, where he lived retired until his 
March 15, 1889. 
There his widow still resides. They were 


death, whieh occurred 
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married March 5. 1840, and were the par- 
Priseilla, 
who died when about live vears ot age; 
John T., who is a partner of onr subject in 
the implement business at Cedar Rapids; 
Alexander, who died at the age ol one year; 
William W., of this sketch; Porter, who 15 
also a member of Hainilton 
Brothers; and Sarah, wile of William Orr, 
a retired farmer of Geneseo, Mlinuis. 
Reared on the home farm, William W. 
Hamilton attended the district schools of 
Cornwall township, anil 
school at Geneseo. 
roof at the age of twenty-two he came to 
Cedar Rapids, in March, 1870. and com- 
menced work for his brother, John T. Ham- 
ilton and A. T. Averill, who were carrying 


ents of seven children, namely : 


the firm of 


later a private 
On leaving the parental 


on business as dealers in ftarni machinery 
under the tirm name of Averill & Hannlton, | 
He represented them as a traveling salesinan 
in lowa fur four years, and on the expira- 
tion of that period accepted the position ot 
general agent for the McCormick Barvest- 
ing Machine Company, with headquarters 
at Bloomington, Ilinois, remaining whth 
them in that capacity for four veurs. He 
next went to Mapleton, Iowa, where Ins 
brother, Porter, had established an imple- 
ment and lumber business with our subject 
as partner under the firm name of Flamilton 
Brothers, but a few months later, in the fall 
of 1877, he again entered the service of the 
MeCormick Company as general agent at 
Council Bluffs, Jowa, though he retamed 
his interest in the business at Mapleton. Six 
months later he took the general agency or 
the saine company at Peuria, Mhnois, where 
he remained five years and then returned to 
Mapleton. Ile continued in business at that 
place until November, 1&90. when he sold 
out and ¢ame to Cedar Rapids, purchasing 
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the interest of J. R. Amidon, of the tirm of 
Hamilton & Amidon. The firm is now 
composed of John T., Wilham W. and 
Porter Hamilton. and business ts carried on 
Brothers, 
iWil- 


under the name of Hannlton 
wholesale and retail) dealers i farm 
chinery, seeds, coal, buggies, waguns, elc.. 
conhning their operations almost wholly tu 
the state of Juwa. 

Wiliam W. Hamilton was married, 
December 15, 1881, to Miss Josie L. Alsop, 
of Bloomington, Jllinois, a daughter of 
William and Mary L. Alsop, old settlers of 
McLean county. 
three children, namely: 
Jane Steele, both of whom are attending 
the high sehool of Cedar Rapids; and Jo- 
sephine, who 1s in the public schools. 


By this union were born 
Mary Louise and 


Mr. Hanulten has done much to pru- 
mote the commercial activity of Cedar Rap- 
ids, and is tu-day une of its most pruminent 
business men.  Lle is methadlical, sagacious 
and far-sighted, and generally carries for- 
ward to successful completion whatever he 
undertakes. He is a director of the Mer- 
chants National Bank. In his’ political 
athliations he is a Democrat. 
great interest in elvic societies, and is a Scot- 


He takes a 


tish Rite Mason, an honored member of 
Crescent Lodge, Na. 25, A. F. & A. M.; 
trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M.; Apollo 
Commandery, No. 26, K. T., El Kahir 
‘Temple of the Mystic Shrine, and Deoria 
Consistory. Le also belongs to the Knights 
of Pythias and was captain of the Uni- 
firmed Kank at Mapleton. 


a 
LOWARKD H. ENICKERBOCKER. 


One of the mosr energetic and enterpris- 
me citizens ol lairtax lownship is Edward 
H. Nuickerbocker, whose home is un section 
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g. He is a mitive of this county, born in 
Monroe townslup November 18, 1855, and 
isa son of William B. Knickerbocker, whose 
sketch appears on another page of this 
volume. Our subject attended the district 
schools of Monroe and Fairfax townships 
until nineteen year's of age and then entered 
\Western College at Western, Lowa, where he 
pursued his studies tor three terms, taking a 
literary course. 

On leaving school Mr. Knickerbocker 
began his business career as a piano salesman 
for E. C. Draper, of Cedar Rapids, and re- 
named iu his employ tor about three years. 
He was next with H C. Waite, of Cedar 
Rapids, for two years, selling pianos and 
orgaus throughout lowa.  Alr. 
bocker was then married, Alareh 22, 1882, 
to Aliss Hanna M. Johnson, a native of 
Haverford, Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
and a and Sarah 
(Hood) Johnson, who were alsu burn in 
that slate, the Johnson family being one of 
the oldest ot Delaware county. There the 
lather followed farming throughout life and 
died in 1889, while the wile passed away in 
1877. They were the parents of six chil- 
dren who reached years of maturity. of 
whom Airs. Knickerbocker is fifth in order 
uf birth, and of this family four are still 
living. lhe parents were members of the 
ociety of Friends and most estimable peo- 
ple. Our subject and his wife have three 
children namely: Charles J., who is now 
taking a course in electrical engineering at 
the State Agricultural College at .\mes; 
Sarah I7., a student in the Fairfax high 
school; and Ruth, who is attending the pri- 
mary school in Fairfax. 

Mr. and Mrs. Knickerbocker began their 
married life upou a farm of one hundred 
and twenty-seven acres in Fairfax towuship 


Konieker- 


daughter of Charles 





E, H. KNICKERBOCKER. 
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which he had previously purchased, and 
after residing there nine years he rented that 
place and removed to his present farm ad- 
joining the village of Fairfax. He gives a 
vreal deal OF attention to the breeding of 
roadsiers and Norman horses, generally 
keeping from twenty-five to thirty head of 
standard breds upon his place, and he also 
handles short horn cattle, which he buys 
and slips mostly to his ranch in Montana, 
though he sells some to the western markets. 
In 1898 he and John C. Cronk became in- 
terested in a stock ranch in Moutana with 
twenty-five hundred acres of grazing land. 
This place is located at Coburg on the Great 
Northern Railroad. Alr. Knickerbocker and 
his brather Burton are also interested in 
the mantutacture of a patent bath brush, 
called the myriad stream, which is made in 
Chicazu and sold all over the United 
states. 

Kehgiously Mir. and Mrs. Knicker- 
bocker and their two oldest children are 
members of the Congregational church of 
Fairfax and traternally he is also a member 
of the lowa Legion of Ilonor and the Mod- 
ern \Woudinen of America. He has ever 
attliated with the Republican party since 
casting lis first presidential vote for Ruther- 
iord B. Haves. but has never cared for 
political office. preferring to devote his en- 
tire ume and attention to his extensive busi- 
ness interests. Tle isa very wide-awake and 
progressive man of good business and execu- 
tive ability, and generally carries forward to 
successful completion whatever he under- 
takes. 


JQELIN B.. LEIGH. 


Among Linu county’s most prominent 
and substantial early settlers is numbered 





John B. Leigh, of Linn township, who was 
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born on the 3d of September, 1834, 1n Butler 
county, Ohio, and is a son of Foster \W. 
and Sarah (Busenbark) Leigh, natives of 
New Jersey and Ohio, respectively. He 1s 
descended from a very distinguished Eng- 
lish family on the paternal side, lus an- 
cestors being related to King Charles. They 
were justly entitled to a portion of his 
majesty’s property, consisting of twenty 
thousand, nine hundred and sixty-five acres 
ot land, but never came into possession of 
the same through technicalities and the 
avariciousness of others. .\t an early day 
our subject's grandfather emigrated from 
England to America and located in New 
Jersey, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. 

Foster W. Leigh, the father of our sul- 
ject, was married in Oluo, and in the fall 
of 1851 came to this county and settled in 
Linn township, where he became quite an 
extensive landowner, being at one time tle 
proprietor of one thousand acres. THis wife 
died in that township in June, 1862, and he 
passed away in 1878. They were the par- 
ents of nine children, five sons and four 
daughters. 

The davs of his boyhood and youth John 
B. Leigh spent upon his farm and early ac- 
quired an excellent knowledge of agricult- 
ural pursuits, which he has made his hile 
work. He also received such educational 
advantages as the common schools afforded 
at that time. Before he attained his mq- 
jority his father gave him one hundred and 
forty acres of Jand in Linn township, for 
which he had paid eighty-seven cents per 
acre. On reaching man’s estate our subject 
locate! upon this property, and at once 
turned his attention to its improvement atid 
cultivation. In his farming operations he 
has met with most excellent success, and 


888 


lias added to his landed possessions until he 
now has eight hundred acres of valuable 
and productive land, being one of the largest 
land owners in Linn township. His farm 
is well improved with goud buildings, and 
in fact is one of the most desirable places in 
the locahty. He has given considerable at- 
tention to the raising of thoroughbred Short- 
horn cattle and has a herd upon lis place 
which ranks among the best in the county. 
AAt present he rents most of his land and is 
practically living retired in Mt. Vernun, ei- 
joying the fruits of his early labors. 

li October, 1855, Mr. Leigh was mar- 
ried at Linn township to Miss Elizabeth 
Busenbark, whe was born in Montgomery 
county, Olno, in 1834, her parents, Reding 
and Delilah (Paulin) Busenbark, heing also 
natives of that state. They are now de- 
Mr. Leigh has traveled quite ex- 
tensively and has gathered a fine collection 
of valuable curios from other lands. In 


ceased. 


this collection, which is one of the best in 
the west. are rare coins valued at (wo hun- 
dred and fifty dollars each; one dated two 
hundred and fifty years B C. and one thirtv- 


seven. years A. D., idols and other ar- 
ticles seldom found in private collec- 
tions tn the United States. These he 


takes great pleasure in showing to his many 
friends. or in fact to any one who mani- 
fests an interest in them. He alse has one 
of the finest libraries to be found in the 
county. Ife is a constant student and a 
man of excellent judgment whose opinions 
are offen ought and whose decisions are 
usually correct. 

Politically Mr. Leigh is identilied with 
the Republican party. and has filled’ the 
oflices of township trustee and school treas- 
uirer for sume years. He has always been 
strictly temperate in Itis habits never sing 
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tobacco or liquor in any form, and to this 
may be attributed his good health and sound 
constitution. He ts a man of fine physique. 
socially he is a member of Marion Lodge, 
No. 18, I. O. O. &.. and is also one of the 
leading members of the Okl Settlers’ Asgo- 
ciation, 11 lact was one of the organizers 
of that body. which organized in 1872 on 
January 13. and at the first two meetings 
furnished a bountiful repast to those pres- 
ent tree of charge. He also hired the brass 
band to furnish music for their entertain- 
ment. Ife has carefully preserved a copy 
of the Cedar Rapids Republican, published 
Thursday, December 14, 1876, which gives 
an account of the fourth annual reunion 
of this association, from which we quote the 
following: 

“The tneeting was one of great interest, 
not anly to those present, who, by reason of 
their strength, have reached the verge of that 
period af life allotted to all mankind, but 
to those present of lesser years who have 
helped te make history for aur noble state 
and country. leur vears ago an organiza- 
tion was effected) by Johu Leigh. Sr., of 
Linn Grove; Michael Hoover. of Lisbon; 
Harlow Post, of Mt. Vernon; and many 
others of the old people of the county, the 
first and second annual dinners taking place 
at Alr. Leigh’s residence. The third an- 
nual reunion took place at Mt. Vernon and 
Was largely attended. ‘Lhe reunion on yes- 
terday—the fourth—surpassed al] previous 
gatherings in attendance and interest, and 
will long be remembered by all who partl- 
cipatecl. 

“The association convened in Ilazlett's 
Hall at ten o'clock a. M., and organized, 
with [larlow Post, president, in the char, 
after which S. H. Bauman elected 
The meeting was opened with 


Were 


secretary. 
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praver by Rev. Mr. Hanna, of Mt. Vernon. 
The rol] was then called, and it was found 
that eleven of those who had enrolled their 
names only four short vears ago had passed 
away from earth. \. Wilson, of Spring- 
ville, made some very appropriate and teel- 
ing remarks in meniory of the departed ones 
who had gone over the river. 

“Dinner being announced, the conven- 
tien adjourned to Guilds Hotel, where an 
elegant repast awaited them. During the 
dinner. and in fact all day, many personal 
reminiscences were brought up, and like old 
soldiers the battles were fought over agam. 
After dinner had been discussed. about one 
hundred and fifty persons taking part, up- 
ward of fifty of whom were over seventy 
vears of age. an adjournment was again 
had to the hall. and Dr. Rathbun, of Ma- 
rion, spoke particularly to the mothers, to 
whom great praise is due for the sacrifices 
made in the early days of Linn county. 
Harvey Gillett, of Mt. Vernon. attempted 
to address the convention, but, overcome by 
emotion, his voice could not be heard. He 
was followed by Michael Hoover. of Lisbon, 
who spoke of the many changes that have 
taken place since he came to Towa, about 
thirty years ago. Then Iowa was a wil- 
derness, an almost unbroken prairie, to-day 
she stands among her sister states, i intel- 
ligence, in enterprise. in energy, second to 
Harlow Post spoke of the pleasant 
associations connected with the meetings of 
Hon. S. L. Dows. of Cedar 
Rapids, was present, and, being called upon, 
made some very happy remarks to the old 
sétilers, one of whom he could justly claim 
to be. if not as advanced in vears as many 
of those present. The following were 
amone those present: William Littlefield, 
Mrs. A, Littlefield, Williant Wilson, Har- 


hone. 


the society. 
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vey Gillett, William Craven, Harlow Post, 
Mrs. C. Post, Niles Strong, Thomas Liv- 
inggood, Cornelius Goodrich, Jeremiah 
Burge, Mrs. Margaret M. Burge, Adam 
Neasley, John Ringer, Sr, Mrs. Mary 
Ringer, Andrew Hazlett, Mrs. Iehzabeth B. 
Hazlett, D. O. Chubbuck, Samuel Wiall- 
hoite, Simon Archer, Hubbard Shedd, Mrs. 
Ann Shedd, William M. Sample, Mrs. Ann 
G. Sample, Preston Scott, Thomas Sately, 
John Safely, Isabell Safely, John Elhott, 
Mrs. Eliza Elliott. John Miller. John Elrod, 
Michael Hoover, Mrs. Mary Hoover, James 
S. Varner, H. Randall, Mrs. Chota Clark, 
Richard [farbert, Mrs. Mary Ann Harbert, 
Chauncey Davis, Richard Thomas, Mrs. Juha 
E. Thomas, Jason C. Bartholomew, Edwin 
Woodbridge, Elias Ford. Mrs. Sarah Wil- 
son, David Herman, Mrs. Esther Mussey, 
Elsie Strong, John McShane, David Stentz, 
and Margaret Torrance.” 





SAMUEL McLAIN HALL. 


Among the successful attorneys and 
representative citizens of Cedar Rapids is the 
this 


county, 


gentleman whose name introduces 
sketch. He is a native of Linn 
horn in Fairfax township -\pril 16. 1864, 
and is a son of J. J: and Martha G. (Me- 
Lain) Hall, both of whom were born in 
Pennsylvania, the former in 1833 and the 
latter in 1829. In 1852 the father came to 
this county, where he engaged in farming 
for some years. but spent his last days in 
ease and retirement from active lahor in 
Cedar Rapids. where he died in 1894. He 
was a consistent and earnest member of the 
United Prasebyterian church, to which his 


wife also belongs. OF their Ave children 
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two died in early childhood, the others being 
Sarah, wife of G. F. Wentch, of Cedar Rap- 
ids; S. MeLain, the subject of this sketch; 
and Alice AI.. who lives with her mother 
in Cedar Raptds. 

The eariy education of our subject was 
acquired in the common schools ef thts coun- 
ty, and at the age of eighteen vears he en- 
tered Coe College, where he took a scientific 
He 
then taught school in Central City, Iowa. 
for a vear, and later was employed! in a store 
for the same length of time. We next tind 
lim a student in the law office of Henrv 
Rickel, where he remained two vears, and 


course, «wl was graduated in T&&88. 


ior the rollowing five years he was engaged 
in the practice of his chosen profession in 
At the end of that tune he 
‘entered the Iowa University, where he cam- 


Cedar Rapids. 


pleted a two years course in one vear, and 
al the same time attended to his professional 
On leaving school he formed a 
partnershtp with a Afr. Watkins, which con- 


duties. 


nection continued for two vears, since which 
time he has been alone and has successfully 
engaged im general practice. He repre- 
sents some of the leading firms of Cedar 
Kapids as counsel, and is recognized as one 
Qt the ablest lawyers of the city. He has 
met with success financially as well as pro- 
ressionally, and is the owner of considerable 
real estate in the city and county. 

The Republican party has always found 
m1 Air. Hall a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples, and although he takes an active part 
i local polities, he has never been an aspir- 
for During the presidential 
campaign of 1900 he stuntped the county 
for Melinley and Roosevelt. He is a meni- 
her of the United Presbyterian chureh and 
formerly took an active part in chureh work, 


it atlice. 


He is a cluse and shorough student, and his 
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tastes and inclinations are toward literary 
Various products of ligh merit 
have come from lis pen, and he is quite 
prominent in literary circles. 


pursuits. 


JAMES N. BARRY. 


James N. Barry, deceased, was for sev- 
eral vears an honored resident of Linn coun- 
ty, where he located in 1875. having former- 
ly made his home in Jackson county, Iowa, 
for a number of vears. He was born in 
Rochester, New York, and was a son of 
John Garrett Barry. When a voung man 
the Civil war broke out. and he enlisted in 
1862, in Company K, Thirty-tirst Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, for three vears’ service, 
but beme wounded in battle in the early 
part of his service, he was honorably clis- 
charged in 1863 on aecounty of disability, 
and returned home. 

On the 8th of September, 1864. Mr. 
Barry was united in marriage with Miss 
Marv S. Freneh, a native of Pennsylvania, 
and a daughter of Otis and Catherine ¢ Ir- 
win) Freneh. By this union were horn seven 
cluldren. as follows: Ella and Effie were 
twins, the former of whom is now the wife 
of ALN. Booth, a business man of Walker, 
Iowa, while the latter married Benjamin 
Hyde, of Grant township, and died in 1899. 
Charles O. married Ella Edwards, daugih- 
ter of DLyron resides 1m 
Walker, of which place he is now post- 


edwards, and 
master, and is also part owner of the Walker 
News, which was founded in 1883 by David 
Brant. George is deceased. Justin, born 
in 1873, is editor and part owner of the 
Walker News and resides in Walker, Linn 


county, Lowa. Wallace died in childhood. 
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Arthur J. is engaged in general mercantile 
business in Hamerville, Iowa. 

Mr. Garry made lis home in Walker and 
Was appoulted postmaster of that place dur- 
ing President Harrison’s administration, 
which he was acceptably Ailing at the time of 
his death, which occurred April 22, 1890. His 
wile succeeded him in office and served until 
the expiration of his term of appaintinent. 
He also served as constable and local deputy 
sheriff of Grant township. In politics he 
was a stalwart Republican. Religiously both 
he and his wite were earnest and consistent 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and he was also an honored member of the 
blue lodge of Masonry, and C. G. Francis 
Post, No. 181, G.A. R. 
favorably known, and was held in the high- 


He was widely and 


est esteem by his many friends throughout 
the county. 





JOHN |. McCULLOCH. 


John A. McCulloch, a well-known gen- 
eral contractor and one of the reliable busi- 
ness men ot Cedar Rapils, lowa, was born 
in Glasgow, Scotland, October 16, 1869, his 
parents heme Neil and Janet (Andrew) Me- 
Culloch, who brought their family to the new 
World in 1884 and settled in Cedar Rapids. 
Jn his native land the father was a grain mer- 
chant, but since coming to this country has 
principally engaged in farming, and is now 
conducting what is known as Green’s Stock 
Farm, in Rapids township. Linn county, 
north of Cedar Rapids. He is now about 
filty-six years of age, and is still quite active 
and energetic. He is a self-educated, as 
well as a self-inade man, and deserves great 


credit for the sueeess that he has achieved! 
in life. 





8Or 





John A. MeCulloch is the oldest in a 
family of nine children, the others being 
Donald, who was formerly with Donaldson 
Brothers’ “Glass Block,” of Minneapolis; 
Mary, at home with her parents; Margaret, 
who is teaching in the schools of Cedar 
Rapids; Jessie, a stenographer ef this city; 
and Elizabeth, Robert, Willian and George, 
all at home. 

The subject of this sketch acquired lis 
edtication in an academy of his native city, 
and was a lad of fifteen years when he came 
to America. He grew to manhood under 
the parental roof and remained at home wn- 
til 1889, when he secured emplovment in 
Cedar Rapids with C. G. Green, in the real 
estate and insurance business, working tor 
him iwo vears. During that time he acquired 
an excellent knowledge of the business, 
which he subsequently followed on his own 
account with fair success. In 1896 he he- 
came connected with J. B. AlcGarrisk, the 
contractor, who put in the street paving at 
Cedar Rapids, and as assistant superinten:|- 
ent our subject had charge of the same. 
In 1897 and 1898 he was in the employ of 
the Likes Improvement Company as assist- 
ant superintendent of paying, and continued 
in that capacity until the contract was fin- 
ished. Since then he has engaged in gen- 
eral contracting on his own account, and is 
now well and favorably known throughout 
the city among its business and professional 
men. 

On the 20th of January, 1898. Mr. Mc- 
Culloch married Miss Lilla A. Sisam, a na- 
tive of Linn county, who was educated at 
Coe College and successfully engaged in 
teaching for a time. The year ot his mar- 
riage he purchased property in Central Park, 
and erected thereon a modern and pleasant 


residence. Fle is a stanch supporter of the 
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Republican party, and has done all in his 
power tO insure its success as an active party 
worker, but has never been an aspirant for 
office. Religiously he is a member of the 
Presbyterian chureh, and socially is a mem- 
ber of Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 278, A. O. 
U. W., of which he is past master, and a 
member of Linn Tent, No. 38. Kk. O. T. AL, 
no whiech he has served as chairman of the 
board of trustees. He is a gemal, pleasiuit 
man, who well merits the prosperity that has 
come to him, being of industrious habits, 
enterprising and energetic, and thoroughly 
reliable in all things. 


SAAMLEDL P. CASEERON, 


Samuel P. Cameron is one of the leadiney 
and representative railroad men of Cedar 
Rapids, where he has made his home since 
T&8&2, and during this tune has heen tm the 
employ of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern He born in 
Jumata county, Pennsylvania, Mareh 20, 
1851, and is a son of Samuel 1. and Eliza- 
beth (Coulter) Cameron, natives of the 
saine county and of Gerinian descent, the 
former born in i817. the latter in 182. 
The father followed farming in Pennsyl- 


Railroad. Wil 


vaiia until 1856, when he removed with his 
lanily to Bureau county, Thneis, locating 
near Princeton, where he owned and op- 
erated a sarm of two hundred and twenty 
acres. On disposing of that place in 1885. 
he wenl to Wansas and invested his money 
uy Jand in that state. There his wife died 
i isgr, and he subsequently came to Cedar 
Rapids, where he mage his home with his 
children until his death. 
February 14, 1897. 


occurred 
Originally he was a 


which 
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Wiig in polines and later supported the 
Republican party, but took no active part 
mn political affairs aside from voting. In 
religious faith both he and Ins wie were 
Lutherans. They had a funnily of seven 
children, of whom two died tn Llinois in 
early childhood, and William died in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, 11 1898 The others 
are Samuel [.. our subsect, who is the oldest 
of the family; Mary E., 
Gelwicks, of 
wife of George Steinbroek, of Columbus, 
Kansas; and Jennie, wife of Luther Henry, 
oF Red Oak, Iowa. 
four children were born to AMIr. Cameron. 
One of these. Hannah. is the wife of Daniel 
Eernest, of Princeten, [l]inois. 


wite of Henry 
Minneapolis; Margaret AL, 


By a former marriage 


Lhe subject of this sketch passed the 
days of lus boyhood and vouth in Bureau 
county, Illinois, and attended its public 
During 


the following three vears he worked on the 


schools until htteen years of ave. 


home tarm, and at the end of that time he 
secured a position as brakeman on the Bur- 
lington & Missouri Railroad at Burlington, 
remaining there until 1874, when he went 
to Galesburg, Illinois, and commenced lir- 
ing for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincey 
Railroad. [n 1879 he was given an engine 
in the freight service and remained with that 
road until coming to Cedar Rapids in 1882. 
He ran a [reight train for the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railread until 
1896, when he was promoted to passenger 
engineer, in whieh capacity he is still serv- 
ings He has worked on all of the divisions 
of the raad ane is one of its most reliable 
aud trusted employes. 

At Kewanee. Illinois, in 1875, Mr: 
Cameron was united in marriage with Muss 
Christie Cowan, who was born in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, in 1856, a daughter of Andrew 
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and Lridget (Kehoe) Cowan. The father 
is now deceased, but the mother ts still liv- 
ing and makes ‘her home in Cedar Rapids. 
Their children were Elizabeth, wife of John 
Anderson, of Deiison, Texas; Christie, wife 
of our subject: Mary, wife of Jahn Webster, 
of Cedar Rapids: and John \W., also a resi- 
dent al Unto Mr: and Mrs. 
Cameron were born two cluldren, but Harry 
died in 88g, at the age of eight years. 
Edna [1., born in 1879, is a graduate of the 
Cedar Rapids high school and is at home 
with ler parents. 

In 1884 Mr. Cameron purchased a home 
in Cedar Rapids, but later sold it, and in 
1899 bought a lot. on which he erected a 
good muulern residence with all of the con- 
vemences uf the present day. Politically 
lie is ilentihed with the Democratic party, 
and fraternally atiliates with Mit. Herman 
Ladge. ‘No.. 267, 4c F. & A. M; Lodge 
No, 278, A. QO. UL W.: and Division No: 
159. B. of L. IS.. of which he has been chiet 
two vears. lKeligiously he is a member of 
the United Evangelical church, and is a 
man Inghly respected and esteemed bv all 
who know him. 


this city, 


GEORGE T, MUNN. 


Among the self-made men who have 
Successiully followed railroading through- 
out the greater part of their active business 
life is George T. Munn, of Cedar Rapids, 
who has heen in the employ of the Burling- 
ton, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad 
since March, 1873. He was born in Cliff, 
county ent, England. February 16. (852, 
and is S gon of Sarah 
(George) Munn. The father, who was a 


l'reclerick and 


893 





shepherd by occupation. died in that eaunty 
in August, 1854. In 1870. the mother, ac- 
companied by some of her children, crossed 
the broad Atlantic and came direct to Cedar 
Rapids, where she died in 1880, at the “Le 
of sixty-four vears. She was a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal church and a most 
estimable lady. she had eight  élhil- 
dren, of whom one died in childhood, and 
eliza died in England, and Walter in Joliet, 
Hlinois, in 1893. Those living are Benja- 
min b., a resident of Cedar Rapids; Mrs. 
sarah Munn, whose husband is a stationary 
engineer in California; \nn, widow of 
Daniel Street and a resident of England; 
I'rederick, a farmer of England ; and George 
L., our subject. | 

During his hoyhood George T. Munn 
attended the public schools of itis native 
land until eleven years of age, and then 
started out to make his own wavy in the 
world, working as a farm hand to assist 
in the support of the family. Ile was eight- 
een years of age when he came to this 
country with lus mother and took up his 
residence in Cedar Rapids, where he was 
emploved as a section hand for a slort rime. 
For two years he engaged in iarming for 
Hon. George Greene, and in March, 1872, 
entered the employ of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad ag a car re- 
parer, and also fullowed various occupa- 
tions in the sheps until 1883, when he went 
upon the road as fireman ior four years. 
In 1887 he was given an engine and has 
since had a train, running over nearly the 
whole system. 
tween Burlington and Cedar Rapids and 


For nine years he ran be- 


made his heme in the former city for eight 
years of that time. [le then returned to 
Cedar Rapids, and stnee January. 1go1, has 


had a fast freight, making daily runs be- 
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tween Cedar Rapids aul Jowa Falls. Dur- 
ing his entire raifroad career he has been 
very successful and fortunately has met with 
no personal injuries, though in 1885 his 
train ran into a snow plow at Grundy Center, 
but no one out of the two crews was hurt. 

In 3879 Mr. Munn married Miss iliza- 
beth Ott, who was born in Quincy, Illinois, 
May 13, 1856, and was living in Cedar 
Rapids at the time of their marriage. Her 
parents are barh deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 
Munn have three children, Otto W., Sadie 
and Eva B., all at home. The parents are 
members of the Episcopal chureh, and Mr. 
Munn also belongs to the Odd Fellows 
Lodge, No. 141, of Cedar Rapids. A\l- 
though he started out in life tor himself 
with no capital and has been dependent upon 
his own resources from an early age, he 
has met with success in lite, and now has 
property interesis in Cedar Rapids. His 
course hag also been such as to commend 
iim to the confidence and esteem of all who 
know him. 





FETER G. HENDERSON. 


While “the race is not always to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong,’ the in- 
variable law ef destiny accords to tireless 
energy, industry and ability a successiul 
career. lle tiitl: ©] ‘tiis 
abundantly verified in the life of Mr. Fen- 
derson, who 1s one ot the most successful 
as well as one of the most prominent citt- 
ezus of Jackson township. 

A native of Canada, he was horn in St. 
Reime, January 2, 1842. and is a son of 
Witham Niev (Bursell) Henderson, 
the former a native of Scatland, the latter 
William T1ender- 


assertion 18 


are 


of Yorkshire, Fneland. 


when he 
crossed the Atlantic with his father and 
took up his residence on a farm in Canada, 
where he engaged im agricultural pursuits 
until coming to Linn county, Iowa, in the 
spring of 1854. He purchased a tract of 
land in Jackson township. which he cleared 
and improved with the assistance of his 
sous, and continued to engage in farming 
there until the death of his wite, which oc- 
curred June 30, 1874. Tle rhen removed to 
another farm in the same townslup, where 
he made his home tuntil he. toa, was called 
to lis final rest on the rath of January, 
1&g2. After the death ot the mother of our 
subject, be was again married. his second 
union being with Sarah Willis, of Jackson 
township, who died in June, rS92. 

Bv the first union there were six chil- 
William, the eldest. died in 
James 1s 


son was a lad of eight vears 


dren, namely: 
the army during the Civil war. 
a merchant and stock buyer of Ehler. Dela- 
ware county, Iowa. whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this volume. Teter G. is the 
next of the family. Robert. a farmer of 
Cedar county, Towa, first married Helen 
Brown and after her death wedded Emma 
Phelps. Henry. a tarmer ot Jackson town- 
slip. Linn county, 1s represented on an- 
other page of this volume. Hannah Jane 
is the wife of Peter T. Henderson, whose 
sketch will be found elsewhere in this work. 
The children were all educated in the com- 
mon schools of this county. 

The subject of this sketch accompanied 
his parents on their removal to this county, 
and on leaving home located on his present 
farm on section 28, Jackson township. He 
was married in 1867 to Miss Jane A. Mulls, 
of that township. who was born December 
7, 1844, a daughter of Albin D. and Dotha 
(Ford) Mills, both of whom are now de- 
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ceased. Her father was a farmer of Jack- 
son townslup. Six eluldren were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Henderson, namely: Will- 
jant, who married Lottie I'reeman and 1s 
engaged in farming near lis father; Elsie, 
who dted in infanev; Ernest. who married 
Irene Richardson and resides on a farm in 
Jackson township; Henry, who married 
Pearl Ford and ts also living near his father; 
Mary, wie of William D. MeTavish, a 
sketely of whom will be found on another 
puge of this volume; and Earl, who ts at 
home with lus parents. 

In lus farming operations Aly. Hender- 
He has 
over two hundred acres of land in Ins home 
farm, and owns other farms in the county 
and also property in Central City. «At pres- 
ent he wives very little attention to farm 
work, as lus son Earl now has the super- 
vision of the llome farm, while he gives 
his attention ro his other business interests. 
He is the owner of one of the oldest and 
largest creameries in this part of the county, 
and receives milk from all the farmers in 
the southern portion of Jackson township. 
He is a stockholder in the Bank of Central 
City, and is also interested in the Bishop 
Telephone Company, of which he was presi- 
dent for a number of vears. 


son has been eminently successful. 


At one tine 
he was also part owner in the printing of- 
fice at Central City, and in all his under- 
takings has heen wonderfully successful, 
until he is now one of the most prosperous 
Ile 
is industrious. energetic, far-sighted and 
progressive, and to these characteristics may 
be attributed his suecess. 

In November, 1892, Mr. Henderson was 
elected president of the Red Dolled Cattle 
Club of America, which is composed of the 
leading 7“ men from all parts of the 


and substantial men ef his community. 


899 


United States and Canada, haing a mem- 
bership of about four hundred.. In lus lo- 
cality are about three hundred head of cat- 
tle owned by different parties, known as the 
Consolidated Herds of Red Polled Cattle. 
Mr. Henderson made a trip to England in 
the interest of this breed of cattle in the 
spring of 1901 and made a large importa- 
tion. Since the organization of rhe Iowa 
Dairy Association in 1876, he has been 
actively identified with it, serving six years 
as vice-president and later as president for 
three years, being elected to the latter office 
twice in succession. In politics Mir. Hender- 
son is a Democrat, and in his social reli- 
tions is a member of the Masonic Lodge 
at Central City. Both he and lis wife are 
members of the Jackson Congregational 
church of Jackson township and are people 
of prominence in the community where they 
reside. 





WILLIAM II. JOHNSON. 


Wilham H. Jolinson, the well-known 
and popular proprietor of the only general 
store on the west side of Cedar Rapids, is 
one of Iowa’s native sons, his lirth having 
occurred in Jackson county, July 23, 1861. 
His father, Jolm Johnson, was born in 
County Clare, Ireland, in 1810, and at the 
age of eigliteen years came to America on 
a sailing vessel. Landing in New York 
city, he remained there for a time working 
as a laborer. but during the gold excitement 
in California, in 1849, he went to the Pa- 
cific slope arid successfully engaged in min- 
ing for about three years, clearing twenty 
thousand dollars in gold. He then removed 
to Jackson county. Jowa, where he purchased 
a homestead ef one hundred and forty acres, 


goo 


his being the first house erected on the 
present site of Maquoketa. «At that time 
he owned all the land on which is now a 
Nourishing city of ive thousand inhabitants. 
In 18— he married Ellen O'Meara, who was 
born in the previnee of Grand Ortawa. 
Canada, in 1842, and was nine years of 
age when she removed with her parents 
(© Clinton caunty, Jowa. She is now a 
residenit of Cedar Rapids. Her tather, 
Thomas O'Meara, was a native of Ireland. 
aml at an early age came to this country. 
On his removal to 
Clinton enunty, lowa, he purehased two hun- 
dred-and forty aeres of land, which he op- 
erated during the remainder of his lite, be- 


landing in New York. 


Ing engaged in the raising of both grain 


amd stack. He ced in i856. at about the 


age ol seventy years. His wife was of 


Scottish descent and died in 1876, at the age 
al forty. The remains of both were interred 


in the Carholic cemetery at Deep Creek, 
Chiuton county, 

Fhe subject of thie sketch ts one of a 
He was educatel 
a the district schools near his havhaod 
home in Jackson county. and assisted Iris 
father in the labors ef the farm until the 
latter's death in «876. During the follow- 
ing two years he had charge of the old 
homestead, but it was sold at the end of that 
time, and he went to Maquoketa, where he 
attended school six months. 


family of four children. 


Hle then spent 
i Short tune ti Clinton county, Iowa. and 
In t879, when the golel excitement was at 
its height in Leadville, Colerade, he went 
to that place and touk up claims, He also 
engaged in speculating and ran a hotel for 
a time, while later he was with a govern- 
ment surveying party in Arizona and New 
Mexico. Mr. Johnson spent about two 
years at Camp Cummings, Wyoming, and 
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while there held the ofhce of sheriff for 
ane vear and cornducted a general store at 
that place. He located the Mary Jane mine 
in the ten nile district of Leadville. which 
he and his partner afterward sold to Gov- 
ernor Tabor, of Colorado, for thirty thou- 
sand dollars, and which 1s to-day a sticcess- 
ful mine. He also entered a claim on Span-. 
ish Peak and sold the ten-foot hole for 
eight thousand dollars to Colonel Davis, of 
Placerville county, and located a mumber 
of other successful imines. 

In i886 Mr. Johnson came to Cedar 
Rapids to visit his mother, intending to re- 
turn toe the gold flelds. but being well pleased 
with the city he decided to remain here and 
opened a meat market om South [First streer 
west, which he conducted for four years. 
On selling out, he engaged in breeding fasi 
horses for a time andl also owned a race 
track, but im November, 1895. he agam em- 
barked in the meat business at No. 118 
dinrd avenue west, in the west end of the 
hulding which he now occupies. 
later he put ina stock of groceries. being the 
first man in Cedar Rapids to have a grocery 
Since then lie 
has enlarged lus business, and now has the 
only department store on the west side, 
handling all kinds of merchandise in cot- 
nection with lus former business. He 1s 
a wide-awake, energetic man of progressive 
ideas and has been eminently suceesstul in 
his business ventures. 


A year 


and meat market together. 


Aly. Johnson was married in 1893 to 
Miss Sophia Heins, who was horn July 8, 
1862, a daughter of John and Sophia teins. 
she has three brothers and one sister, name- 
ly: Prank, a lawyer of Cedar Rapids: Emina, 
wite of Arthur Ferguson, of Clay county, 
Towa; John, who is married and lives: 
four miles west of Cedar Rapids; and 
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Louis, also an attorney of this city. Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson have one child, Hazel. 
Politically our subject is identined with 
the Democratic party, but has never been 
For fifteen years 
resident of Cedar 
Rapicis, and to-day occupies quite a promi- 


an aspirant for office. 
he has now been a 


nent position im business circles, 


CHARLES JOHN. IVES: 


Railroads have been termed the “hrgh- 
wavs of civilization, and therr construc- 
tion is ever folluwed tiv progress, upbuilding 
and advancement. The light that flashes 
alone its rails 18 an indieation of the dawn 
of prosperity, Praetieally annihilating time 
and space. it has largely been the railroads 
that have produced the marvelous growth 
of the west. placing this section of the coun- 
ry on a par with the older east. and the 
promoters of the work justly deserve to 
Tor 
Inany wears our subject bas been connected 
with railroad building in the Mississippi 
valley and to-day stands at the head of the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
The po- 
suo ot prominence to which he has at- 
tamed is a tribute to his skill. lis executive 
ability, his perseverance and sound judg- 
wistri- 


be termed henefactors of their race. 


road Company, as its president. 


Ment—qualities which have been 
mental im securing him success. 
The life record of such a man cannot 
fail to prove of interest. and the history of 
Jowa would he incomplete without his 
sketch. He was born in \Wallingford, Rut- 
land Vermont, Octoker 4, 1831, 
and is descended fram honored New Eng- 


land ancestors, connected with the histery 


county, 


gol 





of that section of the country almost from 
the begimning. Vhe founder of the family 
in America sailed from England on the 
Truelove, and landed at Baston, Massachu- 
setts, on the roth of September. 1635. Our 
subject is numbered among lis direct lineal 
descendants. They had a son, Joseph Ives, 
who married Esther Denedict. and became 
the father of Nathaniel Ives. whose wife 
bore the maiden name of Melitable An- 
drews. 
father of our subject. and married Mary 
Mighell, 
Ives. was born in Wallingford. Vermont, 


Their son, Lent Ives. was a grand- 
The father of our subject, Jolin 


andl hy occupation was a farmer and mer- 
chant. In 1847 he came west, locating in 
Lee county. Towa, where he cied at the 
His wite. who 
New Eneland ancestors, 


age of sixty-three years. 
descended from 
bore the maiden name of Lucretia Johnson. 
The Ives family have always been noted for 
loyalty and patriotism. 
one representatives of the name in the Revo- 
lutionary war. including the grandfather of 


There were thirtyv- 


our subject. Three members served in the 
war of 1812. and twenty-four were num- 
bered among the defenders of the stars and 
stripes during the Civil war. These inelud- 
ed three brothers of C. J. Ives, namely: 
Wilham J., who was in the Fourth lowa 
Cavalry: and Nat L. and George E.. who 
were members of the First Towa Cavalry. 

Mr. Ives, whose name introduces this 
sketch, may well be called a self-educated 
man. for his school privileges were some- 
what limited. and in the school of experi- 
ence he has learned more valuable lessons 
than the common institutions of learning 
ever afforded him. He attended the public 
schools of his native county. and for a 
short time was a student in the academy at 
Poultney, Vermont. This ended his school 
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life, but an observing ete and reteitive 
memory and sound judgment have made 
him a well infermed man. Ile worked upon 
his father’s farm in the Green Alountain 
stute until 1847, and then aided im sibdu- 
Ing a portion ot the prairie in Lee county, 
Iowa. ou which his tather settled when enu- 
grating to the west. This through tus 
ininority he continuall; followed agricult- 
ural pursuits. \Vith a desire to see more 
of the country and a hope that he might 
gain one of the fortunes which was said to 
be so plentitul in that region, he went to 
Pikes Peak, Colorado, and passed through 
the experiences of mining and lumbering in 
that then wild He 
found that wealth, however, was not so 
easily procured as report stated, and, after 
# ‘year and a halt to dis 
luame, which he reached in the autumn of 
INGOT. 
Was engaged in various pursuits, and on the 
Ist ot October, 1862, he became connected 
with raroading as a clerk for the Burling- 
tou & Missouri River Railroad, at Aft. Pleas- 
ant, lowa. {is duties were yarious. It was 
a little western station, where he suld tickets, 
loaded freight cars, drove hogs into the cars 
for shipment and performed such other tasks 
as were connected with railroad service iu 
the western district. 

Daussessing a laudable ambition, Mr. Ives 
determined to work lus way upward, if this 
could be done through energy, fidelity to 
duty and perseverance. 


froutier settlemertt. 


returned lows 


3 


Through the year that followed he 


There is no con- 
pany vr corporation that demands of its em- 
Ploves more faithtul service than a railroad 
company, hut it ts always sure to appreciate 
and reward conscientious discharge of duty, 
and the case of Mr. Ives was no exception 
lo the rule. On the sth of January, 1864. 
he was appointed clerk in the local office in 
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Burlington, Jowa, aud from January, 1867, 
until July, 1870, lre was clerk i the general 
frerght office in that cilv. Since the latter 
date he has been contimously connected with 
what ts now the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroud; at the time when he 
allied his interests with it it was called the 
Burlington, Cedar 
Road. During the first year he was gen- 
eral freight agent of the first division, and 
from 1871 until October 15, 1874. served 
as general passenger and ticket agent. On 
the 15th of October his duties were further 
inereased liv an 


Rapids & Alimnesota 


appomtinent as veneral 
freight agent, and he served in that capacity 
as well as the others until October 28, 1875, 
When he was made acting superintendent 
cui general freight, passenger and ticket 
agent. From November 20, 1875. until No- 
vember 28, 1879, he was supermtendent and 
eencral freight, passenger and ticket agent, 
from the latter date until June fa, 
T88&4, he was general superintendent. He 
was then president and general superintend- 
ent until June 1, 1893, and since that time 
has been president of the road. His ad- 
vaneement has been steady and continuons. 
The growth of the road with which he has 
been connected so long has been largely ac- 
complished through his efforts. 

When he beciume connected with the 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad its 
western terminus was at Ottumwa, Iowa; 
now the state 1s crossed and re-crossed by 
a perfect network of railroads, facilitating 
the im1prove- 
ments known to the east and advancing the 
State with a rapidity that is known only 
to western districts. The road of which 
Mr. Ives is now president was only forty 
miles in length when he first became identi 
hed with it. 


cutie] 


couimerce, mtroducing all 


Naw its aggregate length 1s 
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one thousand three hundred aud hity miles, 
and it justly ranks among the most import- 
ant business institutions of Iowa. He rode 
upon the first train of steam cars that made 
q trip in this state. lis own progress has 
beet) proportionate to that of the road, and 
the farm bov of forty years ago is to-dav 
at the head of a concern whose importance 
ina world of commerce cannot be esti- 
mated. 

While promoting in all possible wavs the 
interest of the railroad companies, Mr. Ives 
has also aided materially in the prosperity 
of Cedar Rapids by his connection with 
He was for some 
tine president of the Cedar Rapids I:lectric 
Light Conipany, but resigned that position 
in 18g3. awing ta the press of other duties, 
but was again elected president in 1899. 
His capital has been judiciously invested 


varions enterprises there. 


and he las became the possessor of a hand- 
sane property. Le is purely a business 
Iman, practical, energetic and capable, with 
a munmdl to plan and a will to execute. 

Jn y854 Mr. Ives was united in mar- 
Flage with Miss Ellen M. Dale, of Walling- 
fard, Vermont, and six children were born 
to them. A son and datiehter are still liv- 
ing. “The mother died \pril 16, 1895. Per- 
senally Mr. Ives is courteous and affable, 
a gentleman in the truest and best sense 
af that ternt: and while his career excites 
the admiration, it also commands the respect 
oF all. 


W. W. GRAY. 


W. WW. Gray, an honored pioneer ot 
Linn county. and a highly estimable citizen 
of Marion, claims Pennsvlvariia as his native 
State, Ins birth having occurred in Brad- 


YO3 


ford county on the 23rd of December. 1830. 
His parents were George and Sarah (flume) 
Gray, the former a native of New York. 
By occupation the father: was a 
When a young man he removed to Penn- 
sylvania, where he followed his chosen call- 
ing until he started for the west with Jis 
They spent one winter in Qhio 
and the next in I]lnois, and then came to 
lowa, stopping in Muscatine county. In the 
fall of 1839 the father came to Linn county 
and took up a claim of one hundred and sixty 
acres in Marion townslup, on which he 
erected a log cabin. He brought his tantly 
to the home which he had prepared for 
them in the spring of 1840, and to the tm- 
provement and cultivation of his Jand he 
devoted his time and attention until called 
to ltis final rest in 1874. IJtis first wife died 
and he was again married, luis second union 
being with Olive Wilsey, who died in 1847. 
His third wife was Carrie Sloan, who <e- 
parted this life in 1879. By hs first mar- 
riage he had five children, namely: \V. \W., 
cleceased ; 


tarmer. 


family. 


our subject: Parthama Lmma, 
Angeline, wife of A. Hagerman, 
of Otter Creek township; G. A., 
attorney of Marion, who served as captun 
in the Civil war; and Ida C., deceased. By 
lis second union the tather had one son, 
Addison D.. a retired farmer of Walker, 
Towa. There were no children by his last 
marriage. 

During his hoyhood W. W. Gray at- 
tended the common and subscription schools 
near his home, and remained under the pa- 
rental roof until after he attamer his ma- 
jority. For four years he and his father en- 


a farnier 
1 retired 


gaged in the manufacture of brick and in 
farming together. He then pnrelased eighty 
acres of land in Marion township, about four 
and a half miles northeast of the cily, which 
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was wild prairie land, and later added to 
it, making a good farm of one hundred and 
twenty acres, which he placed under a high 
state of cultiation and inproved with good 
buildings. He successtully engaged in gen- 
eral farnung until his removal to Marion 
in 1893. The following vear he and T. G, 
White started the Marion Creamery, which 
they conducted under the firm name of 
Gray & White for three years, when lie 
bought out lus pariner’s interest and has 
since owned the place. His son, George 
B. Gray, now has charge of the business 
and is suceesstully managing it, while our 
subject lives retired in the enyovinent of a 
conipetence wlich he has truly earned and 
richly deserves. 

Mr. Gray was married in 1860, to Miss 
saphrona Hardin, who was born near Jef- 
ferson, Madison county, Ohio, and is a 
daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Imlay) 
Hardin, natives of Virginia and New Jer- 
sey. respectively. Her parents came to 
Towa in 1855. and located in Marion towne 
ship. Wer father. who devoted his life to 
agricultural pursuits, died in 1871, and the 
mother passed away in 1888. Of the chil- 
dren horn to Mr. and Mrs. Gray Mary and 
Iehizaheth are both deceased. George B. 
married Jennie Keenan, of Linn county, and 
they have three children. Grace, Opal and 
Hazel. Angeline L. is the wife of James 
RK. Van Forsen, a farmer of Marion tuwn- 
slip. Imma is deceased. Sophronia Jane 
We Wes 18 
is engaged in mining in Placer county, Cali- 
fornia. 

In 1870 Mr. Gray united with the Metl- 
Odist Episcopal chureh and has sinee taken 
an active part in its work. 


as at lwime with her parents. 


Ile is also a 
member of the United Workmen Lodge, No. 
Jy. of Alarton. Through the SIXty vears of 
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lis residence here he has become widely 
known and his many excellent traits of 
character have gained him the lugh regard 
of lis many friends. 








EDWIN BURD, M. D. 


Prominent aniong the successful phvsi- 
clans and surgeons ef this county is Dr. 
surd, of Lisbon, who is a_practi- 
tioner of far more than local reputation. 
He was born im Warren county. New Jersey, 
September 9, 1846, and is a son of John and 
Susanna (Albertson) Burd, also natives of 


Edwin 


that state. the Jermer born February 5, 
i817, the latter September 28, 1822. 
Throughout his active business life the fa- 
ther followed farming, but for fifteen years 
prior to his death lived retired. He was a 
very publte-spirited man and a supporter of 
the Republican party, but always refused 
to accept public office. -\n earnest and con- 
sistent Christian gentleman, he was a very 
active member and a ruling elder in the 
Presbyterian church. The last twenty-five 
¥ears of lis Itfe were passed in Delaware, 
New Jersey, where he died Octaber 1, 1891, 
at the age of seventy-nine years, and was 
buried there. fis wife is still a resident of 
that city. 
children, and of her brothers Agnew was 4 


She is one of a large family of 


soldier of the Civil war and died in An- 
She comes of a family 
which has long been connected with the 
Episcopal church. The Doetor is the oldest 
of their three children. Sarah J. is the wife 
of M. C. Allen, who is extensively engaged 
m the lumber business at Delaware. New 


dersonville prison, 


Jersey, and imakes a specialty of taking large 


railroad contracts. Mary, bern December 


BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 





——————=—  ———— 


——e—e 


16, 1856, died at the age of eighteen years 
and was buried in Delaware, New Jersey. 

Dr. Burd attended the publie schools 
until thirteen years of age, and then entered 
the at Relvicdere, New Jersey, 
where the following vear was passed. He 
next attended Oxford Seminary at Oxferd, 


sicademny 


New Jersey, and after leaving that institu- 
tion received a teacher's certiheate. For 
fifteen months he engaged in teaching in 
Mt. Pleasant. Harmony and Oxford, and 
then trrned his attention to the study of 
His 
was at 
Delaware. New Jersey, where he spent two 
years, and was next on the United States 
telegripl nes at Binghamton. New Yor, 


telegraphy at the last named place. 
first appointment as an operator 


THe was 
next apeunted manager for the company at 


ud White Haven, Pennsvivama. 


Jrenton, New Jersey, and was later trans- 
ferred in that capacity to Allentown, Penn- 
syvlvamia. 

While at \Wentown Dr. Burd teok up 
the study of medicine unde Professer T. C. 
Yeager, M. D., of Muhlenburg College at 
that place. aid later attended medical lec- 
lures at the Uimyersity of Pennsylvama, 
where he was graduated March 14. 1871. 
While there he received the appointment as 
interne af the Philadelphia Lying-in Charity 
Hospital, which position he held one year. 
and was also one of the practicing physi- 
caus and surgeons of the Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania Huspitals. On the 24th of 
April, i871. he came to Lishon, Iowa. and 
here he has since remained, having built 
up one of the most extensive and lucrative 
practices of amy physician in the county. 
In the winter of 1881-82 he attended lec- 
lures and was graduated at the Halinemann 
Homeopathic Medical College, of Chicago, 
and at the same time he also attended lec- 
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tures at the Chicago Medical College and 
clinics at Merey Hospital. The Doctor 1s 
a member of the Iowa Union Medical soci- 
etv, of which he is ex-president. and was 
tor many years its secretary. Tle is also 
a member of the Iowa State Meidtcal 


society; the American Medical .\ssacia- 
tion; the Iowa State Association of Hatl- 
way Surgeons: the National .\ssccte- 


tion of Railway Surgeons; and was a men 
her of Ninth International Medical 
Congress. Ile has attended many national 


the 


and state medical associations, and takes a 
most active interest in the advancement of 
lus profession, and in any new discoveries 
made along that line. He = spent 
weeks in the various hospitals of Phula- 


several 


delphia and did some special work there dur- 
ing the semi-centennial jubilee of the -\mer- 
ican’ Medical Association. 

On the 20th of April, 1871, at A\naniosa, 
Towa, Dr. Burd was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary H. Bocher, who was born in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, September 1, 
1848, a daughter of Amos and Isabella 
(Horn) Bocher, also natives of that state: 
ller father was one of the leading business 
men of .\Ilentown. He was a man of strong 
mental capacity and ot literary tastes. lis 
aeestars were among the early settlers of 
this country, being direct descendants of the 
French Huguenots who left France after the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes. and landed 
in South Carolina. He was a man ol in- 
tense patriotism and helped to orgaiize the 
Republican party in his county. -His early 
death, September 15, 1862, cut short his 
plans fur upholding his principles in the 
Rebellion. However, his eldest son, Will- 
jam Henri, at the age of sixteen years. 
joined the ranks and served three years. 

‘The mother descended from an old Hol- 
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land Duteh family whe were alse among the 
early pioneers of this country. Her grand- 
father, Captain Rinker, served im the war of 
1812. Eight children blessed this unien, as 
follows: \Wilham Heurt, Mary Henrietta. 
Iraneis Christiania, John Dlerbert, George 
Kousseau, Annie Helfenstein, Charles Jud- 
kins, aud Ella Isabella. Alary Henrietta re- 
ceived her education in the public schools 
of her native town. After leaving the high 
scheool she entered the \Wentown Academy, 
remaining there until the principal, Pro- 
fessor J. N. Gregory, with some of his pupils, 
enlisted in the army in defense of Gettys- 
bure. and the school was permanently closed. 
-Atterwards she held a position as teacher in 
the public schouls for seven vears—18G63 to 
1870. -\bout clis time the mather and fam- 
ily moved to Iowa and purchased a farm 
near Anwunosa. Here they resided fur sev- 
eral years until, after the marriage of most 
at the children, the farm was sold and the 
mother went to Alanticelly to live with her 
suit Jolin, who had married Aliss Millie Gib- 
Mrs. Beecher is still 
living at the advanced age of seventy-six 
John Herbert married Miss Milhe 
Gibson, and they have two children, Charles 
and \largaret. 


son, of Alunticelly. 
years. 


Frances Chrisnania married 
Edward Thompson, and they have three 
children living, I:dna, Edith, and Frank— 
liusband dead. George Rousseau married 
Miss Lilhe Cashman, of Chicago, whu died, 
leaving a daughter Lillian. He then mar- 
ried Mliss Luella Main, of Boone, by wham 
he has one son, Main. Anna Helfenstein 
inarried George R. Willsee, of Parker. South 
Daketa. She died April 16, 1898. leaving 
three Melen and Lois. 


Charles Judkins married a young lady of 


children, Lelle, 
Fore Smith, Arkansas, and has one hiving 


seit. Liwrenee. Ella [sabella died in in- 
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Fancy. Wilham Henri is new living in Paris, 
France. He married Miss Mary Jenkins. of 
Philadelphia, and is the father of four liv- 
ing children, Belle, Alay. -\gnes and Frank, 

To the Doctor and his wife were born 
six children, namely: John Exlward, born 
April 20, 1872, died in infaney. Edith M.,, 
horn March 29, 1873, died December 1,, 
rSgg. She seemed to have inherited her 
parents’ musical talent, her father having 
heen chureh organist for many years, and 
she possessed remarkable ability in that line, 
she was a graduate of the Conservatory con- 
nected with Cornell Colleve, and also attend- 
ed the Chicago Conservatory of Music three 
vetrs. George R., born August 10, 1874, 
died of diphtheria September 25, 1879. Ar- 
thur EL, born January 18, 1876, died Feb- 
fimiy Ty, 1877. Lawea DD... bart Apri 36, 
1881, was graduated at the Lisbon high 
school and is now atiending Carnel] College, 
and Charles Leroy, born June 29, 1884, 1s 
also a graduate of the Lishon Inigh school. 

Dr. Burd has been a Mason since the age 
Of twenty-one, and is now an honored mem- 
her of Benjamin Franklin Lodge, No. 574. 
A. Tf. & A. M., and is a dimitted member ot 
Trowel Chapter, R. A. AT., of Cedar Rapids. 
He also belongs to Cainp No, 907, M. W. 
A., of Lishon, and was forrierly connected 
with the Independent Order of Odd Iel- 
lnws, and the Iowa Legion of Ilonor. Po- 
litically he ts a stancl: supporter of the Ke- 
publican party, and was a member of the first 
trnvn council of Lishon. He was a member 
ofthe school board fara quarter of a century, 
serving as its president a great many years; 
and for over fifteen vears was health off- 
cer. Ile has been local surgeon for the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railway for thir- 
teen years, and medical examuner for twenly- 
five life insurance companies for over thirty 
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years, during which time not one of those 
examined by him and passed has died of 
consumption or heart disease. [here thas 
been only one to die of Bright’s disease, 
and that was twenty vears after the exam-. 
ination. Dr. Burd is also president of the 
Lishon Telephone Company. On the 8th of 
August, 1878. he was appointed by Governor 
Gear as assistant surgeon of the First Regi- 
ment of Iowa National Guards. His popu- 
larity among the members of his own pro- 
fession is shown by hus large consultation 
practice, and his practice among the fam- 
He is a man of deep 
investigation, who 


ilies of physicians. 
researc careful 
keeps abreast of any discoveries made in the 
scienee O£ medicine and surgery, and to-day 


arc 


occupies a foremost place in the ranks of his 
proression, 


CHARLES L. BESLER. 


The subject of this sketch is a promi- 
nent and sueeessful young business man of 
Cedar Rapids. who was born here February 
14, 1874. Wis father, Henry besiler, was 
born in Germany, in 1848, and when young 
came to the United States, locating in this 
county about 1868. (See father’s bhiog- 
raphy.) Tle had previously learned the 
carpenter’s trade, and was engaged in busi- 
ness as a general contractor. first, in Marion, 
and, later, in Cedar Rapids, where he con- 
tinued to follow that pursuit until 1894. 
One of his largest contracts was the pav- 
ing of the streets af Peoria, [linois, and he 
aso did much paving in Cedar Rapids and 
Waterloo, Towa, but is now living a retired 
live in Ceday Rapids. enjoving a well-earned 
rest. He was educated in the common 
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schools and is a well read man, who gives 
to the support of chureh work, and never 
withholds his aid from any enterprise which 
he believes will prove of public benefit. He 
was married in Cedar Rapids to Miss Anna 
Kuen, who was born in Alsace Loraine, 
Germany, in 1845, and they have become 
the parents of Aye children, namely : Charles 
L., our subject; Elizabeth, wife of C. F. 
Clarke, an attorney of Cedar Rapids; and 
Frances A., Rosa H. and Henry J.. all three 
at home, They were all educated in the 
public schools and the daughters are gradu- 
ates of the same. 

Charles L. Besler completed the gram- 
mar school course, but instead of entering 
the lugh school, he conmnenced work with 
lis father at the age of fourteen, and was 
with him continuously until he embarked in 
business on his own account. 
ager in charge of the paving in Peoria and 


He was man- 


other places, and thoroughly mastered the 
business. In 1895 he embarked in the manu- 
facture of brick at Cedar Rapids, buying 
property, on which he erected kilns and the 
necessary buildings for lus business, and 
now in the busy seasons employs on an 
average seventeeit men, and produces about 
one million. five hundred thousand annually. 
He has met with good success tn this en- 
terprise. Although his trade is principally 
local, he ships considerable brick, and is now 
at the head of a profitable and suecesstul in- 
dustry. 

On the 25th of August, 1896, Mr. Besler 
married Miss Margaret Nvere, who was also 
born in Cedar Rapids in 1871, and atter 
graduating from the schools oi this -place 
served as assistant principal of the Madison 
school for some time. Her parents were 
Stephen and Katherine Nyere. The father, 
who was a tailor by trade, and an early 


; 
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settler of Cedar Rapids, died. but the mother 
still survives lim and makes her home with 
her eluldren. 
children, of 
Cedar Rapids. 

Mr, Besler is a prominent Knight Temp- 
lar Mason, belonging to Mt. Herman Lodge, 
No. 263. FF. & A. M.. of which he is worthy 
master; Trowel Chapter, No. 49, R. A. ML; 
and Apollo Commandery. No. 26, K. T. 
He takes an active part in the work of the 
order, and has represented Itis lodge in the 
grand lodge of Lowa at Davenport. 


Her fanuly numbers eleven 
whom nine are residents of 





SARS ETT LZ. 


Years of quiet usefulness and a life in 
which the old-fashioned virtues of sincerity, 
indusiry and integrity are exemplilied have 
a simple beauty that ne words can portray. 
Youth has its charms, but an houvurable and 
honored old age, to which the lenghtening 
years have acded dignity and sweetness, has 
a brighter radiance, as if some ray from tlie 
life bevond already rested upon it. Amoug 
the old and prominent citizens of Linn 
county ts Barnett Lutz. of Kenwood Park, 
who has been a resident of the county since 
1839, and has been an important factor in 
advancing its moral, social and material 
welfare. 

Mr. Lutz was born in Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania. September 12. 1816, a son of 
Martin and Catherine (Cline) Lutz, who 
were born, reared and married in the east- 
ern part of that state and were of German 
descent. A few vears after their Marriage 
ihey crossed the \leghany mountains and 
made a permanent hame in Favette COUNTY. 
The father was a carpenter by trade and fol- 
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lowed that occupation ta same extent, but 
the greater part of his life was devoted to 
agricultural pursuits. Being energetic and 
industrious he prospered in business, and 
became a well-to-do man. In early life both 
he and the mother of our subject were 
earnest and faithtul members of the Lu- 
theran chureh. but after the latter's death 
he unmtted with the Presbyterian chureh, and 
died in that faith in March, 1855, at the age 
of eighty-hve vears. His first wife died in 
1832. at the age of fifty vears. and he sub- 
sequentiv married Alrs. Christina { Nramer) 
Scott, who was also a native of Pennsvl- 
vama, and died at the age of eighty-four 
Dy her first marriage she had five 
children. of whom Oliver Seott, Mrs. Mar- 
tha Fields and Mrs. Margaret Core are still 
living. 


veurs 


The subject of this sketeh is the third 
in order of Irth in a family of eleven chil- 
dren, seven sons and four daughters. the 
others being as follows: David. a prominent 
farmer of Knox cotnnty, []linois, died, there 
at the age of etghty-seven years, leaving a 
large tamily: Catharine married Hugh Me- 
Kee. of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
where he died mm January, 1886, and she died 
in Michigan in 1900, at the advanced age 
ot ninety-tlree vears; George, deceased, was 
a farmer and carpenter of Fayette county, 
Pennsvlyamta; Susan, deceased. wus the. 
wife of Christian Best, of Ohio; Sarah 
narried John Patterson and both are now 
deceased; [lenry, Adam and William are 
ull deceased: Barbara died when a young 
woman; and Martin, a stone mason of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, died at the age of eighty-two 
years. 

During his bovhoed and youth Barnett 
Lutz assisted his father on the home farm 
and attended the commoy, schools of the 


BIOGKAPHICAL RECORD 








neighborhoad. On the 1st of March, 1835, 
he was wiited in mariage with Miss Anna 
M. Kramer, a daughter of Andrew and 
Rachel (iknotts) Wramer, who were na- 
tives of Fayette and Greene counties, Penn- 
sylvania, respectively, and of German an- 
cestry. Jn early lite the father followed 
the occupat'on of a glass bluwer and later 
engaved in farming. His last years, how- 
ever, were spent im retirement from active 
labor, and he died in 1872. at the age of 
cighty-two years. Mrs. INramer died when 
young, leaving four sons and three daugh- 
ters. The wile ef our subject was reared 
un her father’s farm and educated in the 
schouls of her native county. 

Litto Mir, and Nies. Lutz were born 
eleven children, namely: (1) Rachel mar- 
ried Llenry Ross, who was killed in the bat- 
tle ot Vea Ridge, Arkansas, during the 
Civil war, and for her second husband wed- 
ded Alunzo Smith. She is now deceased. 
(2) Amlrew died at the age of one year 
and nine days. (3) Christina is the wite of 
Heury G. Strong, a retired farmer of Ken- 
wood Park, and now a member of the vil- 
lage couneil. They children, 
Charles. Alice, Caroline and George. (4) 
Caroline TE. is the wile of John J. Wayt, 
an optician of Kenwood Park, and they 
have five children, William, Mary, Nora, 
Clara and Anna. (§) Sarah J. is the wife 
gt Charles Cooper, a farmer of 
Woodbury county, Iowa, and they have six 
children, Frank, William, Anna, Calvin, 
Mande and Stanwell,all born in Linn coun- 
ty. (6) Mary is the wife of John H. 
sith, who is a marble cutter by trade, 


have four 


retired 


but is wow engaged in mercantile business 
in Belle Plaine. Iowa, and they have four 
children, Frederick, Yerry, Ada and Emma. 
(7) Joseph, deceased, was a Free Method- 
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ist minister of Essex, Iowa, and had four 
children, Claude, Bessie, Ear! and Leah. 
(8) John, a marble cutter of Blair, Nebras- 
ka, married Georgia Miller, who died leav- 
ing two children, Daisy and Howard, and 
he again married, and by his second wife 
had three children, Georgia, Frank aid 
Margaret. (9) George \W., a marble cut- 
ter of Kenwood Park, married Mayme 
Gammon, and has four children, Alta, Zoe. 
Rache! and Benjamin. (ro) Wilham 
Henry died at the age of one year and imine 
months, (21) Josephine died at the age 
Of seven months. 

In 1839 Mr. Lutz came to Linn county, 
Towa. and located at Linn Grove im Linn 
townsiip, where he engaged in farming tor 
about a year, and then removed to Kenwood 
Park, where he purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of govermment land at one dol- 
lar and a quarter per acre. It was all wild 
land, which he broke and improved, his first 
home heing a log cabin, in which he lived 
for three or four years. At the end of that 
time he built a story and a half frame resi- 
dence upon his farm, which was later re- 
placed by a more commodious aid substan- 
tial residence. Tle also erected good barns 
and other outbuildings and continued to 
engage in general farming and stock rais- 
ing for some years with good success. ln 
rS84 he sold his farm, and has since made 
his home in Kenwood Park, having erect- 
ed his present comfortable residence on 
Maple avenue in 1885. Here, surrounded 
by all of the comforts and many of the lux- 
uries of life, he is now hving retired, ¢i- 
joving a well-earned rest. 

On coming to Linn county, Mr. Lutz 
found this section of the state almost an un- 
hroken wilderness. the land being stil] in 
its priunicive condition, while few settlements 
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Had been made. He was forced to endure 
many of the hardships and privations inci- 
cent to pioneer life. The first fonr which 
furnished tood for his fanuly was ground 
in a kettle with an iron wedge, and his first 
erist was taken to mill at Maquoketa. At 
that time he drove lis hogs to market in 
Dubuque, and for lis mail went overland 
to the Muscatine postothee, where he would 
pay twenty-Ave cents for each letter re- 
cetved. lie has watched with interest the 
wouderit] changes which have taken place 
in this county, the wild land las been trans- 
formed inty rich and = productive farms, 
cities and villages have sprung up as if by 
inagic, and all of the comforts of an ad- 
vanced eivilization have been introduced. 
In the work ot development and progres- 
sion Afr. Lutz has ever borne his part and 
assisted tn inaking the county one of the 
best in the staie. While living on his farm 
he served as school director in Rapids town- 
ship for a great many years, and was alse 
He was the 
hrst mayor elected in Kenwood Park, and 
su acceptably did he fill that offices that lire 
was called upon to serve his fellow eitizens 
I that capacity for the long perind of eignt- 
et yedr's. 


Supervisor fur some vears. 


Under his administration many 
permanent improvements were made, their 
success being mainly due to his untiring 
elforts. Jn polities le is a Republican. 
Mir. Lutz has been called upon to mourn 
the Imss of lis estimable wile, who was 
horn in’ Cumberkind, Maryland, Septem 
her 28, '8rS. and died in Kenwood Park 
July 10, t&98, after a protracted illness. 
he was a devout member of the Free Meth- 
odist church, and a constant attendant upon 
its services. She was also a devoted wife 
and loving mother, and was honored by all 
for her Christian character and lovely dis- 
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position. Her remains were interred in the 
Marion cemetery. Alr. Lutz has also been 
a fatthful member of the Free Method- 
ist chureh for many years, has taken an 
active and promunent part in its work, and 
served as class leader. His. life has been 
exemplary in all respects, and he has ever 
supported those mterests which are caleu- 
lated to uplift and beneht humanity, while 
lis own high moral worth is deserving af 
the lughest commendation. 

Since the foregoing was written Mr. 
Lutz passed to his reward, dying on the 
13th of April, Igor. 


HENRY BESLER. 


No better illustration of the character- 
istic energy and enterprise of the typical 
German-American citizen can be found than 
that afforded by the career of this gentle- 
man, who was successfully engaged in busi- 
less as a general contractor for several 
vears, but 1s now practically living a re- 
tired life in Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Besler was born in Posen, Germany, 
March 4. 1848. and is a son of Alichael 
and Caroline (Schilka) Besler, who were 
farming people of that country, and came 
to America in 1868. Soon alter his arrival 
here the father purchased a farm north of 
Marion, in Linn county, Towa, and stuceess- 
fully engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
his <«leath, r&&s. His 
wile survives him and continues to reside 
with her daughter. children were 
Tilenrv, the subject of this sketch; .\mue, 
widow of Theocore Beardsley and a rest 
dent of Whiteside county, Hlinois; Ida, 
wife of Wiliam Paul, whe is engaged im 


which occarred in 


Their 
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farming north of Marion; and Alary, wite 
of Christ Betenbender, also of Alarion town- 
ship. 

Hlenry Besler received his education in 
the schouls of his native land, and aiso de- 
voted a few vears to learning the carpen- 
ter’s trade belvre lis emigration tu America. 
li was in 1866 that he crossed the Atlantic 
and togk up ius residence in Cedar lRap- 
ids. Here he worked at his trade, and for 
sevell years Was toreman for P. Mullally, 
one of the leading contractors of the city. 
Subsequently he worked for the municipal 
government on public muprovenients in Ce- 
dur Kiapids. such as laying sewers and street 
pavements. z\s a general cuutractor lre did 
the first paving in the city, and also had 
large contracts in \WWaterloo, lowa, and Pe- 
orta, Ulinois, having frum hity to seventy- 
hve inen in his employ. He commenced 
taking contracts on jis own account in 
1880, und was successfully engaged in busi- 
ness tor a number of years, during which 
time he invested largely in real estate, which 
he is nuw unproving. 

hi 1873 Mr. Besler married Miss Anna 
Kuen, who was born in Alsace-Loraine, 
Germany, but was quite small when she 
‘came to this country in 1852. Llere she 
vrew to womanhood aml was educated in 
the commen schuols. Mr. and Mrs. Besler 
have five children, namely: Charles L., a 
sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
volume; Elizabeth, wife of C. F. Clark, 
an attorney of Cedar Rapids; Fanny, Rosa 
and Henry, all three at home. They have 
all attended the public schools of Cedar 
Rapids, while the daughters are graduates 
ol the high school, and the eldest was a 
siulent at Coe College for a time. The 
family attend the Presbyterian church and 
are quite prominent socially. 
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In politics Mr. BGesler is independent, 
supporting the men whom he considers best 
qualified to All the oltices regardless of party 
lines, and he has never been an aspirant 
for office. Fraternally he is a Knight Tem- 
plar Mason and a member of the Alystic 
shrine. On coming to this country he was 
not only a stranger in a strange land, but 
was unable to speak a word ot Envlish, 
and had no capital except his abilities, but 
he has made his way to success through 
wisely directed effort, and he can now look 
back with satisfaction upon pas. struggles. 
In manner he ts pleasant and sociable, and 
he has made a host of warm friends in Ce- 
dar Rapids. 





SAMUEL HARMAN. 


Samuel Harman, who is now connected 
with the agricultural interests of Bertram 
township, his home being on section 2, was 
born in that township on the 13th of July, 
1860. His father, P. D. Harman, was, 
born in Acdiuns county, Pennsylvania, De- 
cember 16, 1816, and in 1832 removed to 
Clark county, Ohio, where he followed build- 
ing and brick laying. In 1839 he went to 
Oregon, Illinois, and on the 7th of May, 
r$40, was married in Rockford, that state, 
to Miss Mary Lames, who was born in 
Maine, November 29, 1823. The vear otf. 
their marriage they removed to Iowa City, 
and two years later came to Linn county, 
where thie father became the owner of three 
lundred and thirty-six acres of land. He 
had previously followed contracting and 
building for a number of years, and assisted 
in building the state house at Iowa City 
and the first court house at that place, be- 
sides the court house in Oregon, Illinois. 
and Marion, Iowa, and many other large 
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public buildings. In politics he was a Re- 
publican, and beth he and his wife were 
faithful members of the United Brethren 
church. He died Mareh 7, 1896, and she 
passed away in October, 1886. both being 
ilail to rest at Mt. Vernon, Iowa. They 
were the parents of nine children, namely: 
Spear T., Tilsey, Howard T., \Wafren, 
Mary, Elzy. Peter, Jerome, Amanda and 
Of these Peter died at the age 
of sixteen years. Spear T. enlisted October 
18, 2861, in Company A, Tlurteenth Lowa 
Volunteer Infantry, during the Civil war, 
and at the battle of Sluloh was wounded 
in the leg and hand, on account of whieh 
he was discharged August 6, 1862. but he 
re-enlisted in March, 1863, in Company H, 
Sixth Jowa Cavalry, participating in all of 
the engagemeits in whieh that command 


Samuel. 


took part. 

During his bovhood Samuel Harman ag- 
tended schwul in the house where he now 
lives, and on laying aside lus books at the 
age of erglitcen he commenced learning tel- 
egraphy at Bertram. During the succeed- 
ing eight months he thoroughly mustered 
that art, and wus appomted mght operator 
at that place, remaining there one year. 
After a few months rest he next accepted 
a position as day operator at Grand Mound, 
jowa, where he spent a few montis, and 
next went to New Jellferson as might ope- 
On 
discontinuing that occupation he engaged 
In mercantile business at Bertram for two 
years, and then went into the train serv- 
ice as fireman on the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, with which 
he was connected for Ave years. He was 
next in the employ of the Minnesota & 
Northwestern Raitroad. running out of St. 
Paul, tor three months, and was then with 


rdtur, remaiming there two months. 
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the Northern Pacific Ruilroael Company, 
running from Glendive to Billings, Mon- 
lana, as fireman, One summer. At the end 
ol that time he veturned to Cedar Rapids 
for a short time, and then went to Poea- 
tella, Idaho, where he was employed as 
baggageman for the Utah & Northern Rail-. 
road during the succeeding winter and 
spring. On his return to Cedar Rapids he 
located on a part of the old homestead 
larin, and on the death of his father suc- 
ceeded to forty-four acres, which, together 
with the thirty acres which he purchased, 
makes a good farm of seventy-four acres 
on secliun 2, Bertram township, where he 
now resides. He has a geod set of farm 
buddings upon the place. and is suecess- 
fully engaged in general farming and stock 
rising, feeding all of his grain to his stock. 

At Vinton, lowa, August 6, 1889, Mr. 
Harman married Miss Jessie Travis, who 
was born in Buda, Bureau county, Ilingis, 
November 14, 1868. Her parents, Jasper 
and Alary .\un (Alder) Travis, were both 
natives of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, 
the former born in Providence, Pennsylva- 
nia, in 1836, the latter in Blakely Center, 
February 26, 1840. They were married in 
Kewanee, Ilenry county, Illinois, Novem- 
ber 6, 1857, but subsequently returned to 
thetr native county, locating in Peclcville, 
where Mr. Travis worked at his trade of 
blacksmith for two years. At the end of 
that trme they again took up their residence 
in Kewanee, Illinois, and four years later 
removed to Buda, Bureau county, that state, 
remaining there twelve years. At the end 
of that time they came to Cedar Rapids, 
and Mr. Travis purchased a farm in Cok 
made jis home 
two years, but since that time has lived 4 
retired life in Cedar Rapids, enjoying the 


lege township, where he 








fruits of former toil. He attends the Meth- 
odist church, and supports the Democratic 
In nis family were nine children, 
namely: Carrie is the wife of Frank Tay- 
lor, a printer of Des Moines, lowa; Harry 
died at the age of twenty years; Edward 
J. married Etta Atehley. and is a carpenter 
and contractor of Cedar Rapids; Jessie is 
the wile of our subject; George H. mar- 
ried Lizzie learley and is an expert elec- 
trician of Joliet, Illinois; Gertrude is the 
wife of Lawson Dawley, a printer of Tuc- 
son, Arizona; Myra is the wife of Harry 
Clark, a railroad man of Cedar Rapids; Ira 
is a farmer residing near Cedar Lapids; 
aud Amie 1s a stenographer for the High- 
land Nobles, of Des Moines. Mr, and Mrs. 
Harman have two children: Hazel J., born 
November 19, 1892; and Doris M., born 
October 2, 1896. 

Alr. Ilarman possesses considerable me- 
chanical genius, and has built out of wood 
a sixul engine and tender with all compo- 
nent parts complete. As a farmer he is pro- 
gressive and up-to-date, and is meeting 
with well-deserved success. IJe has full 
charge of all the machinery connected with 
the Palisade Styne Company, which manu- 
lactures all kinds of ballast used in the 
construction of railroads. In politics he is 
a Kepublican, and has never cared for ofti- 
cial preierment. Te attends the Presbyte- 
nan and Methodist churches, and is a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen Camp, No. 
9457, OF Bertram, of which he is venera- 
ble consul. | 


party. 


So -6- 


MEY MOTE. 

The subject of this review is net only 
the oldest man in pomt of service with the 
a. : — 
Burlingtun, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
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road, but is also one of its most trusted 
enploves, as well as one of thie highly re- 
spected citizens of Cedar Rapids. He was 
born in Commerce, Grand Isle county, Ver- 
mont, September 5, 1845, his parents being 
John and Elsie (McNeal) Mott, both na- 
tives of Alburg, that county, the former 
born in 1813. the latter a year later. On 
the maternal side he is of Scotch ancestry, 
wlile his paternal grandfather was born in 
Ireland. His great-grandmother lived to 
the advanced age of ninety-four years. The 
lather of our subject was also a railroad 
man, and was employed in various capaci- 
ties, being with the Vermont Central Rail- 
road for over forty vears. He continued in 
active service until a few months before his 
death, which occurred in 1896 on the home- 
stead where he was born. His wife is still 
living and now resides at Windmill Point, 
Vermont. Both were communicants of the 
Catholic church, and he was a stanch Repub- 
ican in politics. Their family numbered 
thirteen children, of whom Timothy was 
killed while engaged in railroad work fn 
1867; and one who died at the age of six- 
teen years. ‘Lhe others were Henry, of this 
sketch; Jolin, roadmaster on the Canadiaw 
Pacific Railroad, and a resident of Water- 
loo, Canada; Thomas. George, Edward, 
James and William, all railroad men resid- 
ing in Vermont; Jane; Mary; Elizabeth; 
Sarai; and Almira, deceased. The chil- 
dren were educated in the public schools of 
the Green Mountain state. 

On leaving school at the age of eight- 
een years Henry Mott began his railroad 
career in the eniploy of the Central of Ver- 
mont. The following vear he commenced 
firing on an engine, and after serving as 
such for two years and a half was promoted 
to engineer in 186g, at the same time he- 
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ing admitted to membership in the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Engineers, beconung 
the youngest member of the order in Di- 
vision No. 8&5, of St. Albans, Vermont. 
He ran a train on that road for three years 
and a half, and then in 186y came to Bur- 
lington, Iowa. For a short time he was 
connected with the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad, and Jater with the bBur- 
lington & Missourr Valley Railroad until 
the spring of 1870, when he came to Cedar 
Rapids and entered the employ of the Bur- 
lington, Cedar Rapids & Alinmesota Razl- 
road. [our six ineuths he was engineer on 
coustruction and freight trains, and in the 
fall of 1870 was given a pusselger run. 
In 1874 he was injured in a collision, which 
disabled him for five years, but returned 
to work in 1880. Iu the meantime the 
name of the road hac been changed to the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rasl- 
road. He has served under the manage- 
ment of the following master mechanics: 
Messrs. Potter and Swanson, J. P. Messer 
and RK. W. Bushnell, the last named having 
After his re- 
turn to the road Air. Mott was a freight 


been in charge since 1872. 


engineer until] 1883, when he was given a 
Ile has the 
whole system, ail is one of the most com- 
petent engineers on the road. For thirty 
years he ran in and ont of Burlington, but 


passenger train, been over 


tor the past year has run between Cedar 
Kapids and Lstherville, ic being a one-day 
rua ot two hundred and seven miles. 

Mr. Mott was married April 18, 1872, 
to Miss Catherine l’arsons, a native of Ire- 
land, who came to the new world and set- 
led in Iowa at the age of fifteen years. 
She lost her father during her infancy, and 
her mother alse died in Treland, in May, 
regg, at the age of seventy-three years. 
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mott were born seven 
children, of whom three died in early child- 
hood, and Mary died at the age of six 
years and four months. The others are 
as follows: Agnes b. was graduated in, 
music and the normal course at the Sisters 
of Mercy School in Cedar Rapids, taking 
the honers of her class, and is now teach- 
tng in the musical department ot the Sisters 
Academy at Decorah, lowa. Henry E. at-. 
tended the high schovul of Cedar Rapids, 
and is now taking a course in stenography 
at Palmer's business College; \Walter L. ts 
at heme. 

Tn his political affiliations Mr. Mott ts 
a Kepublican. Ele is a 
Lrotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, D1- 
vision No. 159, with which he has been offi- 
cially connected, and also lelengs to the 
Woodinen of the \World. Religiously he 
and lus family are members at the Catholic 
church, and are people ot the highest re- 


member of the 


spectabilily. 





C.F URS 


Prominent among the business mien of 
Marion is C. II. Kurtz, who is cashier of 
heth the First National Bank and the 
Marion Savings Pank of Marion, Iowa. He 
ig aman of keen perception and sound judg- 
ment, and his executive ability and excellent 
management have brought a high degree of 
success to the business enterprises with which 
he has been connected. 

Mr. Kurtz was born in Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, March 29, 1840, and traces his an- 
cestry back to an old and honored family 
which was founded in that state nearly two 
centuries ago. Ilis paternal grandfather, 
Conrad Kurtz, who was born January 8. 


roy 
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1779. spent Ins entire lite in Pennsylvamia. 
The father, John EE. Kurtz, was born in 
Lancaster county, September 5, 1817, and 
in early life follawed the cabinet maker's 
trade in the Kevstone state, and also en- 
enyed in the manufacture of lumber in Mari- 
eta. Ju the spring of 1847 he came to 
lowa, and located in the southeast portion. 
of Linn county, becoming the founder ot 
Lisbon. There he followed farming for sev- 
eral years, and later engaged in the mercan- 
tile and milling business, our subject being 
connected with him in those enterprises for 
twenty vears. before and aiter the Civil war, 
The father retired from business in 1887, 
and spent the remainder of his life in ease 
and «yuiet, enjoying his accumulations of 
former years. 

Keligiously he was a member of the 
United Grethren chureh, polinically 
wits first a Whig, and later a Republican, 
heing one of the organizers of that party 1n 


arc 


lowa, aud was very influential in its coun- 
cils tur many vears. Te was one of the 
two first Republicans elected to the legisla- 
ture from: Linn county, and was a member 
of the last session held in lowa City. 

He held a number of local offices, in- 
cluding that of mayor, cid in every way was, 
aimost worthy and influential citizen i state 
as well as local affairs. In early life he mar- 
nied Miss Insther [lershev, also a represen- 
tative of an old Pennsylvania family, her 
parents being Rev. Christian and Elizabeth 
(Leichty} Hershey. Her father was a pio- 
neer of the United Brethren church, and 
very influential, wielding a powerful 
salulary influence in its councils. He 
Was also prominent in etvice affairs. In the 
spring of 1847, he eame to Iowa with nine 
different branches of the Hershey family, 


together with other colonists, and located 
45 


Was 


anc 
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1n Iranklin township, Linn county. He 
died in 1860, at the age of eiplity-three 
years, and his wife passed away a number 
of vears later at almost ninety years of age. 

In the family of John E. and I:sther 
(Hershey) Kurtz were nine children, name- 
Iv: Christian H., our subject; John IL, 
who died in 1860, at the age af nmeteen 
years; Barbara A., wife of Joel C. Ringer, 
of Lisbon: Henry Clay, also a resident of 
Lisbon; Abraham [:., of Chicago; David 
H., of Cedar Rapids; Lizzie, wife of J. F. 
Hahn, of Cedar Rapids; Samuel -\., of 
Lisbon; and Mary, who died at the age of 
five years. 

During his hoyhood C. H. Kurtz at- 
tended the common schools near his home, 
and Inter lis name was on the first roster 
of what was then known as the Iawa Con- 
ference Seminary, now Cornell College, otf 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa, completing his educa- 
tron there in June, 1861. Feeling that his 
country needed his services, he enlisted, July 
11, 1862, as sergeant in Company F, Twen- 
ty-fourth lowa Volunteer Infantry, but was 
soon promoted to second lieutenant and a 
month later to first lieutenant, taking com- 
mand of his campany, the captain being 
on detached service as judge advocate tor 
many months. Mr. Kurtz took part in all 
of the engagements in which his regiment 
participated, including the battles of Fort 
Gibson and Champion Hill; the siege ot 
Vieksburg, and was with General Banks all 
through the disastrous Red River cam- 
paign. In July, r864, the regiment was 
transferred to the Virginia department, aud 
by way of the Gulf proceeded to I‘ortress 
Monroe. From there they went to \Wash- 
ington, D. C., and one day later to Fred- 
erick, Maryland, and to Harper's Ferry, be- 
coming a part of Sheridan’s army, operat- 





ing mi the Shenandoah Valley. As such they 
look part in the battles of Winchester, Fish- 
Fill. Newmarket Cedar Lredks. 
During the Jast named engagemeut, Octo- 
her iy. 1864. when Sheridan was “oventy 


ers an 


nules away, Mr. Nurtz was wounded and 


taken prisoner and held until che follow ng 


melt, when he and others were recaptured 
by a detachment of General Custer’s ecav- 
wry. As he had been wounded. he was 
then sent to the hospital in) Winehester. 
and later to Alartinsburg. Virginia, from 
which place he was subsequently transferre:l 
d Sandy Hook, Marvland. Later he came 
home ona leave of absence, and in January, 
1865. was discharged by order of Secretary 
Stanton, of the war department. that all 
cumnussionedl officers absent from com- 
mind by reason of wounds and unable for 
service within minety davs should be dis- 
charged. Afr. Kurtz's wound was in the 
left doot, and for a vear and a half after 
lns return home he was obliged to use 
erutclies. 

iter the war he resumed mercantile 
father at Lisbon, and 


tse engaged in milling, having purchased 


hhusimess with dus 


a second mill, known as the Young mill, 
He devoted his energies to those pursuits 
until 4875. when he became conneereel with 
a commission louse in Chicago, and was 
engaged in that business until elected re- 
corder of Linn caunty in 1880. He proved 
a most capable and trustworthy official, and 
Was retamed in that position for four eou- 
secutive terms. The following year he and 
wus wife speit in travel, and on his return 
iy Marion Mr. Kurtz engaged in the real 
estate and loan business until December rt. 
1895. when he purchased an interest in the 
First National Bank and became its cashier. 


and has held that position ever since. Mr. 
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Kurtz was one of the incorporators, and 
Ir algo the present cashier of the Marion 
bavings: Bank. 

Mr. INurtz was married December 5 
1866, to Miss Sarah A. Armstrung, a na- 
tive of Columbiana county, Ohie, and a 
daughter of Dr. James MM. and Naney 
(Westlake) Armstrong. In his day her 
lather was one of the must prominent phy- 
sicians as well as oue of the leading men 
of Linn county. 
early “60s. Alr. and Mrs. Nurtz have two 
children: Roy, who was eugaged in the 
clothing business in Alt. Vernen until Jann- 
ary I, 1900, married Geneva Neves, and 
they have two eclildren, Maurice and Ilelen, 
Gertrude is the wife of W. R. Colvin. of 
Kockport, Alissuuri, 


. 
' 


Her mother died in the 


Mrs. Nurtiz is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church of 
AMlarion, and a most estimable lady, 

In his social relations Mr. Kurtz is a 
member of the blue lodge, chapter and com- 
niundery of the Masonic fraternity, in which 
he has tilled all of the offic®s, serving as 
eminent commander one year, and new as 
treasurer of the commandery, which office 
lie has filled many years. He also belongs 
ty the Grand Army of the Republic and the 
military order yf the Loyal Legion of the 
United States. 
Repubhean, having always voted that ticket, 


Pohtically he is an ardent 


and is a firm believer in its principles and 
policies. Our subject was present at the 
national convention held in the wigwam at 
the corner of Market and South Water 
Streets, Chicago, when Abraham Lincolu 
Was first nominated for the presidency, in 
i860, and that night after the convention 
Was Over carried a rail (or rather a piece 
of seantling) in the rail splitting parade 
celebrating the nomination of Lincoln. 
He has wceupied a position of no little 
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prouunence in connection with the political 
affairs of the cuunty, and in business cir- 
\Whether in 
pullie or private lite, his integrity is above 


cles stands deservedly lugh. 


question and lus honor above reproach, and 
Linn county may well number him among 
her valued citizens, 





FREDERICK. FE. AVERILL. 


Frederick 1. Averill, one of the lead- 
ing rulread men ot Cedar Rapids, was 
born on the 18th of September, 1843, in 
Northlield, Washington county, Vermont, 
and is a worthy representative of an old 
and hunured New england family, his par- 
ents being Roland and Susan (Brown) 
Averill, natives of the same state, the for- 
ner horn in s814, the latter in 1817. His 
paternal great-grandiather came to this 
country from England at an early day, but 
the maternal great-grandiather was of 
Seutch aneestry. The grandfather, Colo- 
nel Oliver Averill, was an officer m the 
war of 1812, and was in a skirmish with 
the Enelish at Plattsburg. He was 
pyinted postinaster of Northheld, Vermont, 
In 1842, and filled the office of town treas- 
Our subject’s maternal 
grandfather, Joel Brown, was born in 1779, 
and in 1800 cut the first tree and built the 
frst log cabin in Center Village, Vermont, 
where he afterward lived. 

During his bevhood Rolan Averill re- 
ceived a fair education for those early days, 
and with his father learned the blacksmith’s 
tratle, afterward working as a blacksmith 


ap- 


urer Meany years. 


mM oradroad shops for twenty-eight vears. 
He died in t&94, and his wife passed away 


In 3s97. She was a well-educated woman, 


g2I 





as her father was quite wealtiry and could 
afford to give lus children the ‘best school 
privileges. Five children were born to Ro- 
lan and Susan (Brown) Averill, and of 
these Oliver died in infaney, and \William, 
a railroad engineer, died in Beardstown, 
Mlinvis. Those living are Ellen, widow of 
Langdon Davis, of Bellows Falls, Vermont, 
who was also an engineer and was killeel 
while on duty; Frederick [f., the subject 
of this sketeh; and Elizabeth, wite of Frank 
Thompson, an engineer on the Boston & 
Maine Railroad. 

Frederick E. Averill began his educa- 
tion in the public schools ot lis native town, 
wlich he attended during the winter mouths, 
while he worked through the summer. He 
pursued lis studies at an academy ter one 
year, and completed his educauion at the 
ave of sixteen. Three years before this he 
heean earning his own livelthood, and kas 
since been dependent upon his own resources. 
He learned the blacksinith’s trade with lus 
father. and worked in railroad shops unril 
he attamed lis majority, when he left the 
Green Mountain state and came to lowa. 
After a short time spent in Clinton, he came 
to Cedar Rapids, but soon returned to the 
former place, where he lound employment 
as fireman on the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, running between that place and 
Cedar Rapids. On the 31st of December, 
7806, after firing for over two years, lie 
was given an engine, which he ran until 
duly, 1868, when he entered the service of 
the Union Pacific Railroad. Subsequently 
he was engaged in engineering in \Wvom- 
ing for three months, and then traveled 
eight hundred miles overland to Skull 
Ranch, now Igenta, on the Central Pacitiec 
Railroad. 


retiveen 


For one vear he ran an engime 
Wordsworth and Wintermucke, 
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and at the end of that time went to Ili- 
nels. runuing an eugine out of Beardstown 
on the Roeitord, Roel Island & St. Louis 
Railroad for three years. In the tall of 
1872 he came to Cedar Rapids. ane for 
SIX years was in the employ of the Bur- 
lington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Rail- 
toad as engineer, bur on the expiration of 
that time he returned to Mlinois. and was 
engaged in the draying business in Mon- 
mouth tor two years. Ar. 
went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and for 
eighicen months was an engineer on the 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad. In the 
fall of 1881 he returned to Cedar Rapids 
and has since been an engineer on the Bur- 


Averill uext 


Yneton, Cedar Rapids, & Northern Rail- 
road, having had both freight and passen- 
ger runs. since 1893 he has been engineer 
on a ireight running between Cedar Rap- 
ids and Decorah, lowa. He is the fourth 
oldest freight man on the road, and the 
thirtieth in point of service as engineer. 
Mr. .\vertdl was married May 27, 1871, 
to Miss Mary Belle Hood, who was born 
at Rock Run, Tlinois. May 5, 1853. a daugh- 
ter OL Samuel and Mary Hood. the mother 
died i June, 188. but the father is. still 
living at the age et eighty-four years, and 
mikes his home in Los Angeles, California. 
Ol their ten cluildren Mrs. Averill is the 
only one hving im Linn county, lowa. She 
was cducated in the schools of Monmouth, 
Illinois. Unto our subject and his wife 
were beru fee children, of whom Lizzie E. 
ched in £881, at the age of nine years. Su- 
sie B.. born July 9. 1874, is now the wife 
of Charles [. Claussen, an employe of the 
Farmers Insurance Company at Cedar Rap- 
tls. Mina L., horn February 6, 1877, is 
at home. Fred R.. barn June 17, 1881, is 
employed ina steam laundry at Albert Lea, 
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Minnesota. Charles §.. born January 26, 
8&6, is at home. All have been educated 


in the public schools of Cedar Rapids, from 
which the daughters both graduated, and 
they also attended the high school for a 
year and a half. Susie engaged in 
clerking, while Mina has engaged in book- 


has 


keeping. 

The family have a pleasant home in Ce- 
dar Rapids. which ALr. Averill! purchased 
11 1893. Tle is a supporter of the Method- 
ist Episcopal chureh. of whieh his wife is 
an earnest member, and he is connected 
with Division No. 15g. Brotherliocd of Lo- 
comotive Tengineers, in whieh le has held, 
office. He can relate many interesting ex- 
periences in his railroad career. especially 
He used woud as fel on the 
engines while with the Central Pacific Rail- 
road, and as it was Often green, 


In the west. 


he has 
had the fires go out wien there was not 
a house witha one hundred miles of where 
he stopped. 

ee 


\W. J. SPMPSON. 


W. J. Simpson. who is successfully en- 
gaged mt agricultural pursuits in Clinton 
township, Linn county, Iowa, was born in 
the state of Indiana, near Goshen, [Elkhart 
county, January 24, 1855. His parents 
were Henry DB. and Elizabeth (Garnnant) 
Simpson, Jn 1862 his farther came to Linn 
county and purchased a farm close to Wes- 
ton, as Tloosier 
contained about one 
hundred and sixty aeres, and for six years 
he lived and worked upon it. He then 
bought a farm from Sampson Bever, which 
contained one hundred 


Which was then known 


Grove. Vhis farm 


and eighty acres. 
Ars. Simpsen, our subject’s mother, was 
a nitive of Ohio, and to her and Mr, Simp- 
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son were born the following sr children: 
Alice with her Wilham 
Krebs, who jis engaged in the monument 
Luiness on Rockford avenue, Cedar Rapsds ; 
Jolin Krebs became the husband of Rosa, 
now a widow living at Tourth avenue and 
Second street, Cedar Rapids; Charles, a 
carpenter with Loomis Brothers in Cedar 
Rapids: Arvilla, the wife of George Ment- 
zer. a clerk in the dry-goods department of 
the l'air store; Cora married Harry Jacobs, 


lives hushand, 


but is now deceased, passing away April 
iI, Toga. 

he sehools of Cedar Rapids were thie 
places of the early education of \W. J. Simp- 
som. Farm lite always having been a very 
attrictive one for Air. Simpson. upon leav- 
ine school he went to live upon his father’s 
beautiful place. .\t the age of twenty-three 
years he married Miss Della Foster, daugh- 
ter of Jonathan and Clarissa (Self) Fus- 
The father of Mrs. loster was born 
1800. Her 
mother was a native of Ohio, born March 
a}; TRS. 


heir 
m VPennsylvama, January 1&8. 
Mrs. Simpson was one of five 
Robert 1s 
tion aud tives with his wife, who was Afiss 


chilelren: a farmer by occupa- 
May Glough. near Leeburg, Indiana; Clara, 
now deceased, wite of Melvin Rowan, died 
July 7, 2888. in Ligonier, Indiana; Taze- 
well died in infaney, at the age of four 
vears: Osie lives in Ligonier, Indiana, with 
her husband, Haman Nelson, who 1s a 
teamster, 

Married December 5, 1878, Mr. anil 
Mrs. Simpson have become the parents of 
three children: Harry, now deceased, born 
September 13. 1879, died May 9, 1892; 
Iva. bern October 7. r885. and May, born 
March ro, 890, are attending school in 
Clinton township. 

-\t the age of twenty-eight vears, up to 





which time Mr. Sirmpson had charge of 
his tather’s farm, he moved to La Porte City, 
Benton county, Lowa, where he bought 
He 
spent four years here, and then bought a 
farm ot two hunered acres near Watkins, 
Benton county, upon which he resided for 
tweive years. Selling this property, he 
moved on lis father’s farm on Rockford 
On 
the 28th of February, 1g00. he purchased 
the farm upon which he now lives. Tlis 
farm contains eighty acres of land, all in 


ninety-three acres of improved Jand. 


avenue, and lived there about a vear. 


the highest state of cultivation. 

Starting in life with a team of horses 
and a couple of head of cows as lis only 
possessions, Mr. Simpson's determination 
to succeed soon enabled him to accumulate 
property, so that to-day he is one of the 
prosperous as well as one of the lighly 
respected citizens of the township. A Re- 
publican in national and state politics, im 
townslup and county affairs his vote 1s 
cast for the man he considers hest suited 
to fill the office. As a member of the Pres- 
Lyterian church, to which he and his wite 
have belonged for the past eight years, he 
takes an active interest in its work, and by 
the community in general he is held in the 
highest esteem. 


WILLIAM B. KNICKERBOCKER. 


Wilham B. Knickerbocker, who 1s mow 
living a retired life in Kenwood Park. was 
born in Ontario county, New York, De- 
eenlber 12, 1822, and is a son of John 
Knickerbocker, who was also a native of 
the Empire state and of celebrated old 
Knickerbocker stock, well known for their 
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sterling worth and enterprising industry. 
The father was reared in Ontario county 
from a small boy, and there married Aliss 
Theodosia Bodman, who was born in that 
county and belonged to a very wealthy and 
pronunent family. After a happy mar- 
ried life of thirty years the morher passed 
away, but the father survived her many 
years, and died Tebruary 12, 1883, at the 
months. 
i their 


age of elglitv-six Vears and six 
They were deeply religious, 
Jater days became adherents of the Advent 
William DB. is the only surviving 
family of three children, 
his two sisters having died at the ages of 
five andl twelve vears, 


an 


ductrine. 
member of their 
respectively. 

When a small boy our subject removed 
with lis parents to Sandusky county, Ohio, 
and later 10 Norwalk, that state, where the 
family made their home for several years, 
if being there that the mother died. Sub- 
sequently they came to Linn county, Iowa, 
and settled on section 14, Fairfax township, 
where the tather’s death occurred. William 
B. Winekerhocker first lveated in Munroe 
township, where he purchased one hundred 
anl tlurty acres of wild land. and to its im- 
provement and cultivation devoted his en- 
ergies fur some time. On selling that place 
he removed to Fairfax township, and was 
successfully engaged in 
rt ist 


larming on section 


many years, but is now heing a 
retired lile in Kenwood. Park, enjoying a 


well-earned rest. 

Mr. dXnickerboecker was first married 
i Seneca county, Ohio, February 9, 1849, 
ta Miss Sarah Hanford, who was of New 
England parentage and of English deseent. 
she was born in that county, June 9, 1832 
and was reared and edueated in her 
slate, 


32; 
ative 
wilh her parents unt) her 
She died \ugust 26, 1867, leay- 


remaining 
Marriage. 


ing three children: Laura, now Mrs. Gib- 
son, who lives with her father; Edward, 
whose sketch appears on another page of 
this value; and Ida. wile of Benton Brown, 
a farmer and stock raiser of South Dakota. 

On the 22nd of fanuary, 1868, Mr. 
Knickerbocker was again married, his see- 
ond union being with Aliss Augusta Gib- 
son, a native of Pennsylvania. who died 
September 1. 1876. By this marriage he 
had four clildren: Ltta, the wife of 
Walter Ure, who is engaged in mining at 
Cripple Creek; Bertha, wife of H. Buchs 
who owns a Jarge fruit raneh in California; 
Baton, am employe in the office of the Air 
Moter Company of Chicagu; and Mark. a 
commereial laang im Elkhart, In- 
diana. 

In his political views Alr. Nnickerbocker 
isa Repubhean, and he has been called upon 
to fill the offices of assessor and justice of 
the peace. 


NOW 


traveler 


He is a cunsistent and frithtul 
member of the Congregatiomal church, and 
is aman lughly respected and esteemed by 
ul who know him. 


————— 
PrAYLOR CARPENTER. 
The subjeet of this biography was born 


in Cedar 27, 1859, and 
is a worthy representative of one of its old 


Rapids. lelbruary 
anc honered farilies. 
lariel Carpenter. 
and bore an important pare in the early de- 
velapment and prosperity of the city. The 
Carpenter and 
was founded in America iu 1690, hy Hein- 
rich Zimmerman, who located in Lancaster, 
ane afterward changed his 
Carpenter. 


ling a son ot Ga- 
wl Ineated here in 1852, 


Uf Swiss origi, 


family 15 


Pennsylvania, 
name to the Enelish name of 
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The earlv ancestors of our subject were 
soldiers and officers in the Revolutionary 
war, and the family las always been a pa- 
triotic and Joval one. 

Gabriel Carpenter, our subject’s father, 
was born in Laneaster, Pennsylvania, in 
18o!. and was but a small child when he 
removed to Lancaster, Ohio, where his par- 
euls died. There he was reared to agricult- 
ural pursuits and educated in the country 
schouls. .\s previously stated he came to 
Cedar Rapids in 1852, and purchased five 
hundred acres of land. He erected lis resi- 
denee on the corner of Twelftl avenue and 
Eighth street, and lis farm lay between that 
and the city proper. The material tor this 
building was hatled by team from Mus- 
catine, there being no railroad at that tine, 
and the trip frei Oltie was made overland. 
Mr. Carpenter found the country but sparsely 
setiled, wlile there were no small towns in 
Kis lnecalitv. and Cedar Rapids was a mere 
village. As the city grew he laid out several 
additions on his farm at different times, 
now known as Carpenter's additions from 
one to seven. He finally gave up farming 
and devoted entire attention tg Ins 
real estate mterests, while during hus Jast 


his 


veurs he lived retired from active business. 
He was one of the original stockholders of 
the City Water Company and of the old 
First National Bank of Cedar Rapids. and 
ane of the a@wners and first president of the 
Marshalltown Gas Company. In later vears 
he was an extensive dealer in real estate. 
At one time he awned what was known 
as the Pullman House, whieh was burned tn 
1876, and which he later replaced hy a two- 
His first home here 
was also destroyed bv fire in 1865, and was 
rebuilt on the same foundation. it being 
alterward used for several vears as the Old: 


story brick structure. 


925 
Laces’ Home. 
property, but always gave Jiberally of Ins 
means to all worthy objects and assisted in 


He acquired considerable 


advancing al] public enterprises which he he- 
heved would prove of beneht tu the city. 
By his ballot he ‘supported the Republican 
party, but never cared for political promin- 
ence. Fraternally he was a member of the 
Masonic order, and at lis dearth. whiten oc- 
curred Alarch 10, i881, he was laud to rest 
with Masonic honors by Creseent Lodge. 
No. 25. Ile also held membership m the 
Episcopal Chureh, and was one of its officers 
for about a quarter of a century, serving as 
junior several vears. To 
churehes and all charitable institutions of 


warden tor 


the citv he was a hberal contributer. and 
was 1m every way deserving ol the lnugh re- 
gard in whieh he was uniformly held. 
Gabriel Carpenter was twice married, his 
first wife being Cathervn Pieree, who died 
in Ohio. O€ the seven children barn to 
them two died in infancy, while the others 
reached years of maturiry, namely: Sev- 
mour D., born in 1826, was a physician by 
profession, but after coming to this state at 
ai early day he became identihed with ratl- 
road building as a contractar, and now lives 
in Ottumwa, Iowa; Rebecca died in Sioux 
City. Iowa; Emanuel B. is a fariter of 
Republic county, Kansas; Mary is the wite 
of George \Veare, of Stoux City. lowas and 
Susana is the widow of HT. B. Stublis and a 
resident of Chicago. Mr. Carpenter was 
again married in Ohio, his second union be- 
ing with Maria Clifton, who was born in 
that state in April, 1820, and still survives 
her husband, making her home in Cedar 
Rapids. She too is an earnest member ot 
the Episcopal church and takes an active 
part in its work, Five children were born of 
the second marriage of whom one died in 


infancy; Delia died in Cedar Rapids. June 
16, 1900; John died in the same city, in 
1897, at the age of forty-two vears; Tay- 
lor, the subject of this sketch, is the next 
of the family; and George, who lives in 
Nashville, Tennessee. is now forty years of 
age. 

Tavlor Carpenter acquired his early edu- 
cation i the public schools of Cedar Rap- 
ils, and later took an elective course at Shat- 
tuck Hall of Faribault, Minnesota. He be- 
gan hts business career as an employe of C. 
W. Eaton in the hardware business, and 
continued with him for ten vears or until 
ros. lie was next in the employ of Will- 
wm King unt] 2897, and for the following 
two vears was a clerk in the office of the 
In 1eég9g he 
con- 


American Cereal Company. 
entered the office of A. H. Connors, 
tractor and builder, where he holds the po- 
sition of head bookkeeper. 

In 1885 Mr. Carpenter was united in 
marriage with Miss Maude Woudman, who 
was born in Marengo. Lowa, in 1863, a 
daughter of Frank B. and Rebecca L. Wood- 
man, Her father, who is now deceased, 
served as deputy marshal and was connected 
with the police department of Cedar Rapids 
for ten years. Tlis wile still survives hin. 
Their children were Maud, wife of our sub- 
ject; Charles L., a resident of Cedar Rap- 
dssand Frank A, 

In polities Mr. Carpenter is a Repul- 
lean, but has never taken an active part in 
political affairs. Socially he is a prominent 
member of Crescent Lodge, No. 25. F. & A. 
M., of which he was made master January 
1, 1900; 1s a charter member of Lodge No. 
a7&. \. O. UC. W., of which he was treas- 
urer tHiree terms: and also belones to the 
Woodmen of the World. Goth he and I's 
wile are members of the Episcopal Chureh, 
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and she is now president of St. Mary’s 
Guild and takes an active part im the work 
ot the laces’ societies. 


SAMUEL S. MIDDLE, 


Ainong the leading and mAuential citi- 
zens of Franklin township is numbered the 
this 
sketch, lis heme being un section 1. A 
native of Pennsylvania. he was burn in Bed- 
ferd county, on the gth of November, 1831, 
and is a son of George I. Riddle. who was 
His 


paternal grandfather, Joseph Riddle, was a 


gentleman whose mame introduces 


born near Harper's Ferry, Virginia. 


Scotchman by birth, and was reared in his 
On his emigration to the new 
world in an early day he located, in Virginia, 


native land. 


but atterward removed to Bedford comity, 
Pennsylvania, where he bought a large farm, 
making it his home throughout the remain- 
Like his father. George F. 
Desir- 
ing to try lus fortune in the west he re- 
muved 10 La Salle county, Hlinuis, in 1838, 


der of lis life. 
huddle, was also an agriculturist. 


and for tour years made his home on 2 
farm one mile irom Mendota. Tle then 
caine to Iowa, and for a year’ resided near 
Marengo. At the end of that time he be- 
eame a resident of Linn county, purchasing 
a farm near Lishon. and to its cultivation 
and wmnprovement he devoted the remainder 
vt his life, Ins death oceurring there in 
April, 1867. In early manhood he married 
Aliss Sophia Sill, a native of Bedford coun- 
ty. Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Daniel 
and Catherine Sill. whe were of English 
descent. She survived her husbanel about 
twelve years, and died on the home farm in 


1879. Lhey had a family of eight children, 
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seven sis aml one daughter, of whom our 
subject was faurth in order of birth. 
Samuel S. Riddle passed the days of liis 
boyhoal and youth in the eounty of his na- 
tivity, and is indebted to its common schools 
for his educational privileges. On leaving 
home in 1854 he went to New York city, 
where he spent one vear with au elder 
brother, and then returned to his father’s 
In’ 1856 he was united in marriage 


with Jlarriet Spang, who was born in Leba- 


farni. 


non county, Pennsylvama, a daughter of 
Rudolph and Marv €Dunarbarger) Spang. 
A year later they left their native state and 
removed to Mendota, Ilinois. where AIr: 
Riddle conducted a store for one year, and 
then turned lus attention to agricultural pur- 
Suils. operating a rented farm near that 
place until i861. [le then came to Towa, 
and alter living on lus father’s farm tor a 
year, le purchased land on section 1, Frank- 
lin tuwnship, this county, where he made 
his hame for four years. 
that property he lucated on Ins brother’s 
farm, where the folluwing three years were 
spent. attd at the end of that tume he bought 
a farm on section 5, Franklin township, 
Which he occupied until i884, when he 
rented it and removed to lis present farm on 
This place 
8 conveniently Joeated on the main read 
from Mit. Vernon to Lisbon, and is one of 
the most desitable farms in that locality. Its 


section 14, the same township. 


neat aud thrifty appearance evidences the 
skill and ability of the owner in his chosen 
calling, as well as his sound judymenc in 
business affairs, Good 


and = substantial 


buiklings are surrounded by well tilled fields, 


and all of the conveniences and accessories 
of a model farm are there found. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs, Riddle were born six 
children, namely: Calvin, War Bell, Iattie, 


On disposing of 
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Laura Cecelia, Eva S., and Lioyel Edwin. 
Thev are people of the highest respectability 
and are quite prominent socially in the com- 
munities where they reside. In religious 
faith they are Lutherans, and in political 
sentiment Mr. Riddle is an ardent Keptb- 
lican., 


JOHN S. ELY. 


John S. [ely is one of the public-spirited 
citizens of Cedar Rapids to whose energy 
wud enterprise the city is idebted for many 
While Alr. Ely, as a pros- 
perous business man, has given close atten- 


jMprovements. 


tion to hits private affairs, he has never tor- 
gotten or ignored that bond of common i- 
terest which should unite the people of every 
communty and is a liberal supporter of all 
philanthropic work. 

Mr. Ely was born in Cedar Rapids on 
the 18th of November, 1853, and is a son of 
John F. and Mary A. (Weare) Ely, who 
are represented on another page of this vol- 
ume. His elementary education was ob- 
tained in the one school house afforded dur- 
Liter he entered Prince- 
ton College, where he pursued a classical 


ing his boyhood. 


course and was graduated in 1877. with the 
degree of .\. B. During the following two 
years he was engaged in muning in Utah, 
aid at the end of that time returned to 
Cedar Rapids, where he has since made his 
home. For a time he held a position in the 
office of the Willrams Harvester \Works, 
and has since engaged in various lines of 
business, in which he has been quite success- 
ful. At present he is devoting his ume and 
energies to the real estate business, and 1s 
also serving as vice-president, secretary and 
treasurer of the Cedar Rapids & Alarion 
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City Railway Company. with which he has 
been connected since its organization, and 
has always held some office in the company. 

In r&881 Mr. Ely was married in Cedar 
Rapids to Miss Bessie E. Shaver, a native 
of Vinton, Iowa, and a daugliter of I. H. 
Shaver, of Cedar Rapids, and to them have 
been born four children, namely: John M., 
Marvy Esther, Frederick S. and Martha W., 
three of wham are either attending the pub- 
lic schools or Coe College. of Cedar Keids. 

Politically Mr. Etv is iclentified with the 
Republican party, and takes an active inter- 
est in its welfare, while fraternally he aili- 
ates with the Sens of Veterans and the 
Loyal Legion. 
connected 


He and his wife are both 
Tirst 
Chureh, and she is a very active worker in 


with the Presbyteriaa 
chureh societies. and also in the Lalies’ 
Literary Societies of the city. Mr. Ely is 
truly benevolent. and the poor and needy 
count lum among their friends. for ve 
worthy one ever sought his aid in vain. He 
has always been especially active in philan- 
thropieal work, and was instrumental in or- 
ganizing the home for aged women. of which 
he is now irustee. Ile js also 2 trustee ot 
the Young Alen’s Christian Association and 
of Coe College, giving the latter institution 
hus special care. Ilis private interests must 
always give way to the public good, and thus 
he has become honored and esteemed by all 
who have the pleasure of his acquaintance 


of who have met him in a business Way. 
——_——_<#0@____. 
ASDREW ELSON, 
For thirty-six vears the subject of this 


sketch was ote of the honored and lighiy 
respected citizens of Fairfax township, as 
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well as one of its well-to-do agriculturists, 
Fe was barn near the city of London, Eng- 
land, on the 29th of April. t829. and was 
ason of Jolin and Sarah Elson. also natives 
The tather followed the 
wheelwright’s trade up to the time he came 
to America in 1837, when he settled in 
Buttalo and commenced work at the cabi- 
netinaker’s and carpenter's trades.  Sttbse- 
quentiy he lived for a number of years in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and in 1860 came 
to Linn county, Iowa, where he made his 
home with Ins sons, dying here in 1874. 
His wife survived him about nine years and 
passed away in 1883, They were the par- 


of that country, 


ents of four children who reached metnrity, 
hut the only one now living is James Elson, 
a resident of Fairfax township. 

Andrew Elson, the youngest of tiis fam- 
ily, aequired his education in the schools of 
juffalo, New ‘York. and in early life learn- 
ed the stove molder’s trade. When the 
fanuly came west he followed that occu- 
pation in Chicago for a number of years, 
lhut removal to Lan county he 
purchased land and turned his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. He osned the farm 
Of one hundred and sixty acres on section 
4. Fairfax township, where his family still 
jive, and placed it under a high state of cul- 
tivation. To the further improvement and 
cultivation of this place he gave his entire 
time until called to his final rest March 22, 
T&Q6. 
Iurfax cemetery, 

On the 23d of December, 1869, Mr. El- - 
son was united in marriage with Miss N. 
A. Pitt, a native of Burlington, Des Moines 
county, Iowa. and a daughter of Philip Putt, 
who was one of the pioneers of this state, 
having leeated here in 1837 when it was 
stillaterritory. Burlington at that time was 


om their 


Ilis remains were interred in the 
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a mere village of log cabins. AIr. Pitt was 
a native of Ohio, as was also his wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Sarah J. Winter- 
stein, but they were married in Burlington. 
Mrs. I:lson is the oldest of the four children 
born to this worthy couple. She has a sister 
fivinge in this county, the wife of L. W. 
Richards, who is represented elsewhere in 
this velimme. 

Lntu Alr. and Mrs. Elson were born 
three cluldren Philip. who 
married May Stone and is now engaged in 
the blacksiuth Selle Plaine, 
Jowa; James, why ts now operating the home 
farm; aul Frederick A., who is in the em- 


as iolluws: 


business in 


play af the United States government im 
California, 

In his political views Mr. Elscu was a 
Deinoerat, and he was called upon to All a 
number al minor oficial positions. Tle was 
widely and favorably known throughout the 
community where he so long made his home, 


and commanded the respect and confidence 


of ull with whem he came i contact either 11 
a 


business or social life. 





SLSShLL BE FISHER. 


since 18971 this gentleman has beer 
Pronunently identified with the business im- 
terests of Cedar Rapids as a contractor and 
builder, und has met with most excellent 
success. He was born near Bedford, Bed- 
lord county, Pennsylvania, on the 16th of 
February. 1860. his parents being Jacob and 


Sarah (Hammond) Fisher. also natives of 


Pennsylyania, the former born in 1820, the 
latter in 1833. In early life the father 
Worked at the blacksmith’s trade. but after 
his removal to Hlinois follawed farming. 


Oi first going to the Prairie state in 1865, he 
located in Stephenson county, and later re- 
moved to a darm near Shannon, Carroll 
county. where he died in 1893. His wite 
is still living and continues to reside on the 
old homestead in Carroll county. They 
were the parents of ten children, all of whom 
are still living, namely: Scott, a contract- 
or of Moline, Hlineis; Emma, wife of Waill- 
iam Fennel, of Stephenson county, llinois: 
I:llen, wife of John NKeltner, a farmer of 
Carroll county, Hhnois; Margaret, wife of 
Daniel Studebaker, of Richland county, 
\Visconsin; Russell H., our subject; Shan- 
nou, a ranchman of Colorado; Simon, a 
farmer of Carroll county, U)inots; William, 
a carpenter of Shannon, Ihinois: Edward, 
a bookkeeper of Chicago; and Myrtle, wite 
of William Coon, a farmer of Carroll coun- 
tv. The children were all educated in the 
public schools of Illinois. 

Russell H. Fisher grew to manhood on 
the farm and at the age of eighteen years 
commenced work at the carpenters trace, 
which he has fellowed ever since with good 
success. He engaged in contracting and 
building in Carroll county, !Iinois, until 
iSgt, when, deiring a wider held for Ins 
labors, he came to Cedar Rapids. His skul 
and ability soon won for hun a thera] pa- 
tronage, and is now kept very busy, em- 
ploving about nine men all the year round. 
Ile builds mostly residences, but also does 
general contracting, and ranks among the 
best in his line in the city. 

In 1884 Mr. Fisher was married in Car- 
roll county, Hlinois. to Miss Margaret Cow- 
ley, a native of Kidott, Stephenson county, 
that state, and a daughter of Joseph and 
Jane Cowley, who are naw residing in Shan- 
non, Ilinois. Our subject and his wife have 
one daughter. Bernice AM., born in 1893. 
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Mrs. Fisher is a member of the Catholic 


church, and wlile not connected with any 
religious Orgamization Our subject 1s a sup- 
porter of all church and charitable work. 
socially he aihlates with Camp = Linden, 
No. 45, M. W. A., and politically ts identi- 
fiel with the Republican party. though he 
has never been an asjnrant for ofhce. In 
manner he is rather quiet and iassuming, 
yet is a successful contractor, and is lhightlv 
‘respected aud esteemed by all who know 


Wim. 





i wy 2 GREVLICH, 


since the gall of 1883 this gentleman 
has been a resident of Marion, Lowa, and 
his name iS inseparally connected with its 
business interests. He has built up an ex- 
cellent trade as a dealer in grain, enal, stock. 
brick, rock salt and tiling, and now cecu- 
pies an enviable position in business cir- 
cles. He is a native of the Buckeve state. 
being born in Tiffin, Ohio. April 21. 1850. 
and is a sen of FL J. and Lena ( Younker) 
Greulich, natives of Germany and France. 
respecuvely. As a boy the father came to 
America in 1832. and grew to manhood in 
Cleveland, Oluvo, where le iollawed the ec- 
cupalion of a teamster for same time. In 
rS4o he removed to Wooster, Ohio. and 
it T&54 came to Jowa City. lowa. where 
he conducted a hotel and also engaged in 
farming. Subsequently he was engaged in 
the coal business in Chicago. Ilinois, for 
six vears, aid on leaving that city removed 
to Independence, lowa, where he carried on 
merchandising until his death, which oe- 
curred at 1885. Tis wife died in 1890. 
OF the thirteen children born to them the 
following reached years of maturity: John, 


e resident of Jowa City; Irrank A. HL, onr 
subject: Helen; Philip. of Denver. Colo- 
rado: Tressa, of Beloit. Wisconsin; Mary, 
Of Independence. lowa: and Julia and Ida, 
both of lowa City. 

Frank .\. 1H. Greulich received only a 
linuted education in the common schools, 
lis tume being principally devoted to work 
during his boyhood and youth. At the age 
of twenty-one he entered a butter and egg 
comuiussion house ef Towa City, where he 
was einploved for three vears. and then 
started in business for himsell as a grain 
and produce dealer in Luzerne, lowa, car- 
ryimg on gperations there for thirteen years. 
Disposing of his business in Luzerne, he 
removed to Marion in the tall of 1883. and 
has since made this latter city his home. 
ln issr he built a grain elevator at Key- 
stone, aml three vears later bought three 
tlre 
Yan Horne, Vining and [lberon, lowa, all 


nore elevators in following places: 
of which le still conduets in connection 
His elevators 
have a capacity of fifty thousand bushels, 


with his business at Marion. 


and as a grain dealer he makes lis head- 
quarters at Kevstone. 

On the 4th of September, 1876. in Iowa 
City, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Greulich and Miss Philomena L. O'Don- 
nell, of that place, a daughter of John 
O'Donnell. In 1893 Mr. Greulich built his 
present beautiful home ut g7o Twelfth 
sirect. Marion, at a cost of fifty-five hun- 
dred dollars. Tt is supplied with all mod- 
em unproveiments, being lighted by elee- 
tricity and heated with lot water, and is 
one of the most atractive residences of the 
city. Vraternally Mr. Greulich is a mem- 
ber of Cedar Rapids Lodge. No. 251, B. 
P. ©. E., and religiously is a member of 
the Catholic church, of which his mother 
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His career 
affords an excellent example to the young, 


was always a devout member, 


i that he commenced lie without money 
or inthiential triends to aid) lum. but hav- 
ing a determination to succeed he indus- 
trivusly apphed himself until he has ae- 
quired a handsome property, and 1s now at 
the heal of a Jarge and prosperous business. 
He is well known tor his sterling character 
and has numerous friends in 


and werth, 


this section of the state. 


EB. EL CROLRER, 


E. 11. Croeker. one of the firm of Rickel, 
Crocker & Taourtellot, leading attorneys of 
Cedar Kaptids, lowa, was born in Battle 
Creek. Aiehigan, December 7, 1862, and 
Erastus B. and Harriet M. 
(Ifulttman) Crocker, the furmer a native 
ot Lockport, New York, the latter of Penn- 
day his paternal 
grandiather removed from Maine to Lock- 
port, New York. and when the father was 
six months ald went to Michigan by way 


is a son ot 


svivauia. At an early 


of the Great Lakes, becoming gne of the 
Pioneer settlers of Callioun county, where 
he tovk up a tract of government land. 
He was engaged in farming there for many 
years, but died in La Crosse, \Wuisconsin. 

Erastus 1. Crocker grew to manhood 
in the Wolverine state, and when the Civil 
war broke aut he juined the Seventh Mich- 
gan Cavalry. He participated im the battle 
of Gettysburg, where he was wounded, and 
also took part in Kilpatrick's raid and in 
all of the engagements in which his com- 
Mand participated up to the battle of Ap- 
Pomattox, when he was present at Lee's 


surrender. He was mustered out of serv- 
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After 
his returiu to civil life he went to Kansas in 
1866 and took up a claim in Chase county. 


ice with the rank of first Nenutenant. 


where he was following farming at the 
time of his death, in 1876. He was twice 
married, the children of his first unton be- 
ing Ada C., now the wife of .\ndrew J. 
Dunlap, of Topeka, Kansas, who is. in the 
employ of the Santa Fe Railroad: E. H., 
our subject; and Walter I., who died in 
The mother of these children died 
in i870. By his second marriage the father 


inifaucy. 


also had two children, being Edward G. 
and Arthur [., who occupy the old home 
farm in Chase county, Kansas. 

The subject of this review was only 
four years old when the family removed to 
Chase county, Kansas, and there he was 
reared amid pioneer scenes. lus early educa- 
tion being obtained in a log school house 
with slab benches and puncheen floor. At 
that time the nearest railroad statian was 
at Lawrence, a distance of one hundred 
After attending the district schools 
for some time Afr. Crocker entered the 
high school at Emporia, and at the age of 
seventeen went to Clucago, where he spent 
a few months as a studenr in Bryant & 
Stratton Busimess College. 

On the 17th of January, 1881, he ar- 
rived in Cedar Rapids, and until the spring 
of 1885 was in the employ of the Cedar 
Rapids & Farmers Insurance Company in 
a clerical capacity. He then went to Sioux 
City, Iowa, where he was employed by tie 
Western Home Insurance Company as 
clerk, but in the fall of 1885 returned to 
Cedar Rapids and entered the olhce of. 
Rickel & Bull, attorneys, with whom he 
He was adinitted to the bar 


niles. 


studied law. 
by the supreme court December 7. 1887, 
when twenty-five years of age. The fol- 
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lowing January he formed a partnership 
with Henry Rickel, and under the frm 
aime of Rickel & Crocker, which continued 
without change for thirteen years. being the 
oldest firm without change in Cedar Rapids. 
On Agwil 1, root, P. W. lourtellot became 
«a member of the Arian, Thev do a general 
law business, though they make a specialty 
of railroad cases, and practice betore the 
tederal and supreme courts not only in Lowa 
but in surrounding states, their fame as 
successful lawvers being w.desprei. 

Aly. Crocker was married November 27, 
rego, to Ales \da HH. JFarmer. a native of 
Wisconsi and a daughter of Thomas Far- 
mer, Who is menuoned more fully in’ the 
sketch of John G. Farmer ou another page 
of this volume. By eis umon were born 
five children: (homas F.. Edward b.. Ruth 
Kathryn, Margaret S. and da Belle. The 
three oldet are now attending chool. 

Alrs. Crocker holds membership in the 
Iepiscopal chureh, and he is a member of 
the Woodmen of the World, the Knights of 
Pytlias. and the Viitorm Rank of the lat- 
ter order, dn his political views he is a 
Democrat. He is now vice-president and 
a stuckholder of the Cedar Rapids Candy 
Company, bute the greater part of lis time 
and attention is devoted to his professivnal 
duties. Ee has won for himseif an eni- 
nent positian at the bar. 
he has shawn unusual force and has devel- 


Asa trial lawyer 


oped great strength as well in the sy:tem- 
atic and careful preparation of his cases 
and the shrewd and therough exanunation 
Of witnesses, as in the cloquent, logical and 
convincing manner of their presentation he- 
fore court and jury. Preminence at the 
bar comes through merit alone, and the 
high position which Afr. Crecker has at 
tained attests his superiority. 
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SLUNEY i SINCLALR. 

Giits of money, if judiciously expended, 
may add to the beauty and attractive ap- 
pearance of a place, bue the real benefactors 
ofa city are the men who add ty its progress 
amd prosperity through the establishment of 
enterprises Which furnish employment to 
others and thus promote commercial activ- 
itv. Cedar Kapids has nu more important 
uklustry er one that has done more to ad- 
vance the interests of the city along this line 
than the packing establishment of TL AL 
sinclair & Company. of whieh the subject 

t thes sketch is now at the head. 

He was born in Belfast, Jreland, March 

16, 1858. and is a son of Thomas and Eliza- 


beth (Ldygar) Sinclair, also natives of that 


place. Flis maternal grandfather was Dr. 
John Edgar, known throughout Ireland, was 
the Apostle of TLeniperance, being very 
prominent aS a temperance and social re- 
He was one of the best known men 
ol lus day in that country. His death oe- 
curred in 1865. In his. family were five 
cluldren.  QOur subject's paternal grand- 
father was William Sinelair, of LBelfast. 
The father, Thomas Sinclair, was for many 


tormer, 


years engaged in the pork packing business 
m the nurth of Ireland in partnership with 
his brother, John Sinclair, who was the fa- 
ther of T. M. Sinclair. of Cedar Rapids. 
They were the pioneers in that business on 
the Emerald Isle and met with remarkable 
success in the enterprise. Thomas Sinclair 
spent his entire life in lreland and died in 
1867. He took a very active part in relig- 
ious antl charitable work and founded the 
Church of Duneairn at Belfast, which is now 
one of the most flourishing of that city, 
while his brother Jehn founded what 1s 
known as the Sinclair Seaman's Church. 
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Both were Presbyterians in releious belief. 
The subject of this sketch is the third in 
arder of birth in a family of five children 
and the only one of the number to come to 
America. His mother ts still a resident of 
Belfast. By a former muarriage the father 
also had five children. 

During luis beyhvod Sydney FE. Sinclair 
attended a private school in Clifton, lng- 
Jand, where he acquired a knowledge of the 
primary branches of learning, and later was 
a student at the Academical Institution in 
Belfast. Subsequently he entered Queen's 
College, of Beliast, now a part of the Royal 
University of Ireland, taking a course in 
engmeering with the view of making that 
his profession, but abandoned that project a 
later. chemical 
laboratury at Dresden, Germany, where he 
carried on the philusupliical studies begun at 
Queens College. 


year Ile next entered a 


Alr. Sinclair began his business career 
syon alter lis return to Belfast. by entering 
the vilice of an agent of the Sinclair Coim- 
pany at Leeds, England, to famiarize hin- 
self with that part of the busine:s, after 
Which he thoroughly mastered the manu- 
jacturing part at Belfast. In i88tr he came 
to America locating at Indianapolis, where 
@ branch establishment lad been started by 
the Delfast house. There he spent three 
nionths, during which tine TM, Sinelair, 
whe eonduted the business at Cedar Rapids, 
met death by accident. Our subject next 
Went to New York city that he might gain 
a better knowledge of the financial and. 
Shipping department of the business, and 
remained with the house there until the fall 
Ot 1883, when he came to Cedar Kapids 
as assisiant manager. He was comected 
With the business at this place uutil thre 
Tall of 1892, when he returned to England 
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on account of Ins wite’s healeh. and wes 
with the Liverpool house for five vears. 
\t the end of that period he returned to 
Cedar Kapids te take charge of the business 
here, as both Jolin Sinclair and Charles 
Soutter were in poor health. In March, 
1899, when the business was reorganized, 
our subject was elected president of the 
company, and under Iis eilicieut manage- 
Ment many iunprovements have been inade 
in the plant, which had become somewhat 
out of date owing te the ill health of those 
In charge. It has since been thoroughly 
overhauled and remodeled, a complete trans- 
jormation having taken place. The eapacity 
Is now eight hundred hogs an hour, and 
usually six hundred thousand hogs are killed 
and dressed here annually. As a side issue 
the company also dresses some beef, hand- 
ling about twelve thousand head amnually. 
During the twelve months ending with the 
Ist of November, !go00, their business 
amounted to about six million dollars, this 
“uvolyving the slipping of about one hun- 
dred million pounds of meat. The company 
employs over eight hundred men at Cedar 
Kapids, and have built up one of the most 
uNportait mdusiries in this section of the 
state. They have branch houses in various 
Luropean cities, including Liverpool, Glas- 
gow, Hantburg, Berlin, Antwerp, Rotter- 
dam and Gordeaux, besides the houses at 
New York; Chicago, Aurora and Peoria, 
Hlinois; Des Moines, Davenport, Clinton 
wih Dubuque, Iowa; and Portland, Oregon. 
At Cedar Rapids they have their own fire 
company and have sixty stations through 
the plant where tour watchmen make re- 
ports to the Western Union telegraph othce 
in the city every few minutes. so that every- 
thing is under complete control. Besiles 
his interest in this extensive concern, Syd- 
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nev S. Sinelair is also a stockholder and 
director of the Merchants National and thie 
Citizens National Banks of Cedar Rapids. 
On the roth of April, 1883, My. Sin- 
clair was united in marriage with Aliss 
Marie L. Matier, also a native of Belfast, 
ancl to them have been bern two 
S. Mervyn, who is now attend- 


Ireland, 
cluldren : 
ing the Hill School at Pottstown, Petn- 
sylvania, preparing to enter a university; 
and G. Alarguerite, at home. 
both Mr. and Ars. Sinclair are active and 


Religiously 


pronunent members of the First Presbyte- 
rian chureh of Cedar Rapids, and he 1s 
now serving as supermtendent of the Third 
Presbyterian chureh Suuday-school. He is 
alse chairman of the board of trustees ot 
the 
and for several years was president or the 


Young Men's Christian -\ssocitauon, 
same. Politically he is a gold Demuerat, 
and takes a conmnendable iterest in public 
affairs. .As a business man he has been 
enterprising, energetic and always abreast 
of the times. He possesses Superior execu- 
tive ability and sound judgment. and has 
become an unpurtaut tactar in the Dusiness 


circles of Cedar Rapids. 


WILLIAAL D. ALCTAVISH. 


The subject of this sketch is well known 
throughout the state as one of the largest 
and must successful breeders of tiie hogs 
in Iowa. Ile makes his home on section 
gy. Jackson township. Linn county. where 
he owns a vatuable and well-iniproved farm 
of twa lnindred acres, known as the Chapel 
Will Farm, and although he is engaged in 
general larming, he gives the greater part 
of his time to hig stock raising interests. 


# 





Mr. AMleUavish was bor 1 New Lon- 
don, Canada, September 2f, 1867, a son 
of Dr. Dunean and [Elizabeth (Peatty) Me- 
Tavish, who were natives of Canada, of 
Lhe father reared 
near Acton, Ontario, and after acquiring 
a good common-seliool education, supple- 


Scotch descent. Was 


mented by a course in the Crnversity of 
Toronta, took up the study of medicine. 
Going easi. he attended a medical college 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he was 
re 
Canada, where he followed his chosen pro- 
fessiotl for several vears, and later was en 
gaged in 
1865. when he removed to Kankakee, Lh- 


eracdiuated, then returneil to Acton, 


practice ate New London until 


nois. but remained there only a short time. 
We next find hin a resident of Colo, Story 
county. Lowa, where le engaged 10 practice 
for several years. He subsequently spent 
a short time in Eagle Grove and on the 
Wapsie, at Paris and Central City, Linu 
county, where he continued in active prac- 
tice up te the time af his death. which oe- 
curred June 5, 188g. While at Eagle Grove, 
owing to failing health. which made it i- 
possible for him to practice. he improved 
lus time by attending a course of Icetures 
at the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Des Moines, Jowa, from which institu 
tion he was graduated. The mother of out 
subject also died in Central City, October 
24. I886. They were the parents of four 
children: William D., of this, review; Ette, 
who died young; Cassie, a resident of Cen- 
tral City; and Dugald. who died in infancy. 

The boyheed and youth of William D. 
McTavish were mainly passed in this state, 
and he attended the high school at Nevada, 
Story county. In early life he learned the 
printer’s trade at Sheldahl, Towa, and later 
was employed as train master’s clerk in the 
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office of the Chicago & Northwestern Rail- 
road Company at Eagle Grove, lowa. Suc- 
ceeding this he entered Coe College at Ce- 
dar 
studies when lus father died. 


Rapids, where he was purswung his 
Being thrown 
upon lus own resources, he worked for a 
time as a farm hand in this county. Being 
industrious and economical, he had, when 
in the employ of the railroad company, 
saved a sinal] suin of money, which, in ad- 
dition to an amount inherited from his fa- 
ther, enabled him to purchase a small farm 
near \Vaubeek, where he lived for a short 
hme, and then bought eighty acres of lus 
preset farm on section 9, Jackson town- 
ship. Lo this has been added by purchase 
and inheritance one hundred and twenty 
acres unfil he now has a valuable tract of 
two hundred acres, as previously stated, 
und ulso ows some timber land elsewhere 
1 the same township. 

[Murty dus entire business career Mr. 
McTavish has made stock raising his prin- 
cipal occupation, being a breeder of Red 
Polled catrle and Lerkshire swine. Ile won 
More prizes in 1go0o at the lowa State Fair 
than any other breeder of Berkshire swine 
in the state. At the great International 
Stock Show at Chicago in December of the 
Saie year, the boar winning first prize im 
his class and also the sow winning first in 
the class fur sows and championship over 
all ages were the “yet” of one of Mr. Mc- 
Tavish’s brood sows, thus placing his herd 


as one ol the best breeding herds in America. ° 


He is a member of both the American Berk- 
shire Association and the Red Polled Cat- 
tle Cinb of America. 

Mr. MeTavish was married in 1891 to 
Miss Mary Henderson, of Jackson town- 
ship, who was bern January 12, 1876, a 
daughter of P. G. and Arabella (Mills) 
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Henderson, whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this work. Three: children bless this 
union, namely: Jlugh, Ruby and Harold 
G. Mr. McTavish and his wife are both 
members of the Jackson Congregutional 
church, which is located on his farm, and 
he also belongs to the Masonic Lodge of 
Coggon, and Coggun Camp, No. 4591, Al. 
\W. A. He take a deep and commendable in- 
teret in public affairs. 


FRANK J. WOITISHEK, M. DB. 


This well-known and successful physi- 
cian of Cedar Rapids, lowa, is one of Linn: 
county's native sons, his birth having oc- 
curred near the village of Ely in 1864. His. 
father, Joseph \Voitishek, was born in LBo- 
hemia and came to the United States in 
1854. On coming to this county he pur- 
chased eighty acres of land, which had pre- 
viously bee broken and placed under cul- 
tivation, and to it le has since added until 
he now has several hundred acres in the 
vicinity of Ely, having become one of the 
most prosperous and substantial citizens of 
his community. He now makes lus home 
in Ely, and ts successfully engaged in gen- 
eral merchandising and dealing in grain in 
conection with his farming operations, 
owning a store and elevaior at that place. 
After coming to America he married Miss 
Anna Riegl, also a native of Bohemia, who 
had crossed the -\tlantic in 1850. Unto 
them were born four cluldren, of whom the 
Doctor is the oldest; Mary died at the age 
of four vears; Mary A. 1s now engaged in 
teaching school in Cedar Rapids; and Anna 
is with her parents in Ely. 

Dr. Woitishek obtained his literary edt- 
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cauon i the conmon seheols of this county 
and the old Western College, which he at- 
tended jor two terms. le remained upon 
the home farm and in 


until twenty years of age, and in 1884 com- 


his father’s store 
menced the study of medicine, graduating 
from the Clicago Medtcal College in T&go. 
lnvmediately after his graduation he lo- 
cated at Sehuvler, Nebraska, where le en- 
vaged in practice far two vears. \Vhile 
there he was wited in marringe with Abss 
Josephire Smatlan, a native of that stare 
aud a daughter of Joseph and Anna Smat- 
Jan. in whose fanuly are six cluldren, all 
Let of the 
pioneer settlers of Nebraska, where he is 


soll living. father was one 
still engaged in farining and stock raising, 
and is also interested in the banking and 
Jumnber business in Schuyler, 

soon alter their marriage, i S892, the 
lis sailed Eurape, 
where they spent one year, during which 


Doctor and WIIe fot 
time he attended different medical schools 
On ther return to this country 


they located in Solon, Iowa, where he en- 


OF nute. 


gaged in practice for one year, and on the 
expiration of that time came to Cedar Rap- 
his skill and ability were soon widely 
recognized, and he now enjoys a goud 


ids. 


practice, 

Three children were bern to Br. and 
Mrs. \Woitishek, namely: Louis -\., born 
in 1892; Frank E., born in 18g4, died at 
the age of four years; and Alfred J., born 
in I8Q6, The family have a pleasant lrome 
at 514 Turd avenue. By his ballot. the 
Ductor is a stanch supporter of the Democ- 
racy, and served as postmaster of Ily, lowa, 
during President 
tion. 


Cleveland’s admiinistra- 
He is a member of the [owa Union 
Medical Society and the Bohemian Brother- 
hood League, in the latter of whieh the 


eering department of 
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Doctor is now serving as president, and 
has taken a deep interest in the investi- 
arlons have show- 
ing that the infidelity of the Bohemians 
Is the cause for the excessive list of sui- 
that race. In the 
work of investigation Dr. \Woitishek has 
heen the proncer, and to him the credit is 
due for the statistics showing this state of 
aflairs. 


wliech been made 


cides which oceur in 


These investigation: have been rec- 
vugnized as authority by the leading relig- 
lous bodies of the United States, and have 
created unlversal attention. lle is a con- 
stant contributor to the leading religious 
journals of the Uiited States along’ this 
Mrs. 
vi the Presbyterian churel. 


specuil line. Worttshek is a member 





GEORGE OH. MERRIDITR, 


One of the wide-awake and energetic 
men ot Cedar Rapids is George H. Merrj- 
dith, who 1s now so elliciently serving as 
He is a natie of Linn coum- 
ivy, born in Marion, December 23, 1861, 
ad is # son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Hal- 
deman) Merridith, the former a native of 
Suter county, Ohio, the latter of Marion 
county, that state. Our subject is the oldest 
ul their six children. 

Air, Meredith acquired his early educa- 
tion im the public schools of West Liberty, 
Hull and Iowa City, and also attended the 
University at the last named place. When 
his school days were over he became inter- 
ested in riulroad surveying, and for about 
ten years was connected with the citv engif- 
sioux City, Towa, 
[n 1892 he was appointed principal assist- 
ant to the cily engineer, and had under his 


clly chgimeer. 


direct charge the supervision of the con- 
struction of the large Fourth-street viadutt, 
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on the part of the city of Sioux Citv. For 
two years he was engaged in business for 
himself at Sigux City as a civil engineer, 
during wlneh time he constructed what is 
known as the Garretson ditch at a cost at 
twenty-two thousaml dollars, thus redeem- 
Inv about five thousand acres of swamp 
land. 


tion vf the Hawkinson street railway, and 


He also had charge of the construc- 


alter its completion came to Cedar Rapids, 
ul 1&go. 
ed city engineer, which position he filled 


lwo years later he was appoint- 


with credit to himself and to the advantage 


of the city. He was re-appointed for a 


secoid teri yy the unamunous vote ef the 


council, being the present mecumbent. 

Qn the 30th ot October, gt. Afr. Merr- 
dith was uiltted in marriage with Miss Cora 
Belle MeDaniels, of Sioux City, who is one 
of a family of five children, three still liv- 
Ider parents were George and Sarah 
(Skelton) MleDaniels, natives of New York 
and Canada, respectively. 


My, 


Our subject and 
his wife have three children. namely: Ethel, 
Myrile Marie and William K. Vhe family 
résile at 1404 E avenue, and attend the 
Presbyterian church. Ln polities Mr. Merri- 
dih is independent. Socially he is quite 
popular, and is an active member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 


Knights of Pythias, and the United Order 


Ol Foresters. In his present office he is 
brought in contact with a large number of 
business men, and he has the respect and 


conhdence of all who know him. 


rem? C. FS E 


There are no rules for building charac- 
ters; there is no rule for achieving success. 
"he man who ean rise from the ranks to 
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a position of eminence is he who can see 
and utilize opportunities thar surround his 
path. The essential conditions of ghuman 
fe are ever the same. the sufferings of 
individuals differ but slightly; and, when 
one man passes another ou the highway 
to reach the goal of prosperity before others 
Who perhaps started out hefore him, it is 
because he has the power to use advantages 
which probably encompass the whole human 
race. To-day among the most prominent 
business men of Cedar kupids is Mr. Fiske, 
the well-known architect, a member of the 
firm of Dieman & Fiske. 

He was born in Ellisburg, Jetferson 
county, New York, December 1, 1856, and 
isa son of Wilbur H. and Myra A. (Shaw) 
Fiske, natives of Massachusetts and New 
York, respectively. We is of Inglish line- 
age on the paternal side and his ancestors 
were among those who came to Americit 
on the Afayflower. On coming west in 
1859 the father located at Maquoketa, Iowa, 
where he was engaged in the dry goods 
business for a short time, and then pur- 
chased a farm seven mules from that city 
and turned lis attention to agricultural pur- 
suits. On this farm Delmar Juneuon 3s 
Asa lifer Mr. Fiske entered 
the service of his country in 1862, during 
the dark days of the Civil war, and died 
at Memphis, Tennessee, about two years 
after his enlistment, leaving a widow and 
two children: Perd C., our subject; and 
Charles W.. an attorney ef Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, who married Theklason Schra- 
child, Dorothy. 
The mother afterward became the wife of 
C. M. Dunbar. a lawyer of Alaquoketa, 
Towa, where they still reside. and by that 


now located. 


der, aud 


they have one 


union has one son, Louis S., who is engaged 
in business in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
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Ferd C. Fiske began his edtucation in 
the schools of Maquoketa, and later attend- 
ed the Northern Illineis College at Fulton, 
Hitnois, and Cornell University, New York, 
taking a two-years’ course in architecture 
at the latter mstitution. Atrer his gradu- 
ation he returnecl home, where he remained 
one year, and then went to Chicago and 
entered the office of W. L. B. Jenney, a 
prominent architect, who is now a member 
of the firm of Jenney & Alundie, and re- 
mained with liuin two years, after which he 
went to Alinneapolis, Alinnesota, and was 
in tle employ of George AL. Goodwin two 
years. .At the end of that time he entered 
inte partnership with his employer, and 
they continued in business together for two 
years, Ihe following eight years Mr. Fiske 
Was engaged im business at Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, being alone must of the time. In 
1893 he went to St. Louis, where he re- 
mane three years. and then came to Cedar 
Rapics, where he was alone in business un- 
til January, 1900, when he formed: a part- 
hersinp with Mr. Dieman. They are re- 
garded as among the leading architects of 
this section of the state, and are nuw at the 
head Of a large and thriving business, Suime 
Ol the principal buildings they have de- 
signed etther singly or as a firm are the 
Brace Block, costing over sixty-live thou- 
saud dollars, and the Brownell Block, forty 
thousand dollars. both af Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka; Chute building. thirty thousand dollars, 
White block, twenty-five thousand dollars, 
Windom & Loring Luilding, forty-five thou- 
sand dullars, Weaver storage house, forly- 
five thousand doilars, all of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation building, stxty-fve thousand dol- 
lars, of Lincoln; the Universalist church. 
niiteteen thousand dollars, Trinity Method- 
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ist i:piscopal church, twenty-five thousand 
dollars, and many other churches in that 
city, besides the Lincoln high school, nine- 
ty thousand dollars, Baldwin Terrace. for- 
ty-hive thousand dollars, J.yinan Terrace, 
twenty-eight thousand dollars, and the San- 
itarium, sixty thousand dollars, all of Lin- 
con, Nebraska; Samuel D. Ruser’s flats, 
twenty-live thousand dallars, of St. Louis; 
the Lyon block, fourteen thousand dollars, 
and the Shaw & Galligar building, ten thou- 
sand dollars, beth of Maquoketn, Lowa. 
The buildings of Cedar Rapids designed 
by them are the Bohemian Gymnasium, 
costing thirty-five thousand dollars; Ham- 
ton Grothers’ wareliuuse, twernty-tive thou- 
sand dollars; and the National Hotel, ten 
thousand dollars, besides many houses, in- 
cluding those of Mrs. Martha Weare, cost- 
ing five thousand dollars; [. ©. Broeksmith. 
forty-five Tnmred dollars: J. H. Miller, 
eleven thousand dollars; C. WW. Perkins, 
ten thousand dollars; and J. H. Shindel, 
sixty-five hundred dollars. Ar. Fiske also 
designed the governor's mansion at Linceln, 
Nebraska, costing twenty-seven thousand 
dollars, and the house of M. L. Brown, at 
Emmetsburg, lowa, costing nine thousand 
dollars. 

On June 24, 1886, Alr. Fiske was united 
In marriage with Miss Kate Burgess, a na- 
tive of Virginia and a daughter of William 
Burgess, who was also born in that state, 
and died a number of vears ago. She is 
the tourth in order of birth in a family 
of seven cluldren, and by her marriage to 
our subject has become the mother of one 
child, Helen, who is now attending school 
in Cedar Rapids. The family are members 
ot the [irst Congregational church, and 
Mr. Fiske is a Republican in politics. He 
is an upright, reliable and progressive busi- 
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ness man, and stands deservedly high im the 
In manner 
he js pleasant and genial, and makes triends 
he goes. 


esteein of lus fellow citizens. 


easily wherever 


W. J. DONNASN, 
This esteemed gentleman, residing in 
Clinton township, Linn county, lowa, is a 
son at Samuel and Ieien (Dougall) Donnan, 
beiny thealdest of Ave children born to them, 
‘The other children: Marguerete .\. is living 
in Cedar Rapids with her husband, James 
Momilaw 
Eelwin, 
Millville 
years ol 


who is a contractor and builder; 


with his wite Nora, settled near 


died when but 
Nettie, now Ars. J. D. 
is a resident of Cedar Rapids, 
her hushand being engaged im business with 
the Dievele Stepladder Samuel 
Donnan was born in New York state Feb- 
ruary 28, i824, while his wile, Helen (Dou- 
Darna, 


luwa; Rensselaer 


Wo ale Bs, 


Kennedy, 


Company. 


was a native ot Alilnathort 
Scotland. She died July 31, 1884. 

The paternal grandiather of our sub- 
ject. David Dennan, was one of the most 
high! y respected of the early settlers of the 
United States. Reaching the shores of 
America in the year 1800, he took up his 
residence in Schenectady county, New York, 
where he died. His wife, Mary (MceKer- 
le} Donnan, although born in the United 
States, was of Scoitish origin. This couple 
heeaine the parents of eight children: John, 
James. \ndrew, William, Da- 
vid, Sante, and one daughter who died at 
The wife of Mr. 


gall | 


Villiage. 


Alexander, 


the age ot sixteen years. 
Dennan, \ie Gorden, whom he married 
April 24, 1873, was the daughter of the 
Rev. Andrew and Rebecea (Smith) Gorden. 


Andrew 
become one of 
famous missionaries. In the year 
1853 he entered the ministry of the then 
Associate church, and in 1854 made his 
first voyage to India as a missionary, where 
he remained for ten years, at the end of 
which time, his health failing, he was com- 
pelled to return home. -After a short resi- 
dence in this country he regained his health 
the Jand giving 
lectures, accompanied by his family. After 
touring the United States he again sailed 

India, taking with him four 
[uphenua, Silas, 
Ephraim and Joseph, 
being born there. 


Born in Putnam, New York, 
Gorden was destined to 
Amertea’s 


and traveled throughout 


children, 
Marguerite and David, 
who died in India, 
Alhie, our subject s wife, 
remained m this country. He agai spent 
ten years in India, at the end of which time 
devoted his 
“Our 
Which he published alter 
lis return to his native land. While in 
India the last time he buried two of his 
children, Silas and Joseph, who died dur- 
ing the Sepoy mutiny. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; David is a missionary, 
following in the footsteps of his lather, 
who, with his wife, Grace (Williamson) 
Gorden, has been for the past five years in 
India. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donnan are the parents of 
five children: Harrison G., Helen R.. Wal- 
ter A., Paul S., Wilham FE. and Margaret 
S., two of irom are away from hume at 
the present time attending school, Helen be- 
ing at college at Monmouth. I!inois. and 
Walter is attending Coe College. The rest 
of the children are at home with their par- 
ents. 

The early education of Mr. Donian was 
obtained in the district schools of New York 


he retired to Americn anil 
attention to Ins now 
NLission,’ 


famous book, 
India 


Eupheniia lives m 
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State, after which he attended the business 
college of Bryant & Stratton, where he re- 
mamed for hyve months preparing himself 
to enter upon a business career. Finishing 
his college course with honor, he took up 
school teaching, which he followed for two 
years, and for the same length of time was 
engaged in the grocery business as clerk. 
He then moved west to Linn county, Iowa, 
where he taught school again for two years, 
atter which time he purchased and settled 
upon the farm where he is now located, 
Which contains eighty acres of highly cul- 
tivated land. with all modern imMprevements 
upon the farm. 

Having settled in Iowa in 1876, he be- 
caine mterested in polities, and in ISG? was 
elected supervisor of Linn county, lis asso- 
clates bemg Garry Treat and Mr. Coco- 
Jette the first vear, and Mr. Fairchild and 
J. J. Ives succeeded these gentlemen the sec- 
ond year, Mr, Donnan being cleeted a see- 
ond term, by the Republican party. 

On his arrival in Linn county, Afr, Don- 
Nan was practically a very poor man, but 
through energy and indutry has attameu 
the position he now holds In religion Mr. 
Dounan aml family are members of the 
United Presbyterian church. of whieh or- 
gamzation our subject is an elder and one of 
its most liberal contributers, Mir. Donnan 
is a stanel friend of the teniperance cise, 
ever ready to lend a helping hand when 
possible. 


EUGENE ALLEN. 


This well-known contractor and builder 
of Cedar Rapids was one of the hays in 
blue who Tought so valiantly for the cause 
of treedom and the preservation of the 
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Union during the dark davs of the Rebellion, 
being one of a family of five brothers who 
responded to thei country’s call tor aid 
when the south attempted to secede. 

Mr. Allen was born in Gouveneur, St. 
Lawrence county, New York, in June, 1848, 
a son of Gilbert and Martha (Dunton) 
Mien. Nis father was born in the same 
county in I8o0r, the paternal grandfather, 
Edmond Allen, being one of the pioneer set- 
ters of that locality. Gilbert Allen was 
reared upon a farm, but at an early age 
learned the cabinet maker's trade, at whieh 
he worked in his native county until 1853, 
when he removed with his family ta Por- 
tage county, Wisconsin, and purchased what 
Was then considered a large farin. deyot- 
ing the remainder of his ltfe to agricultural 
pursuits. His death wecurred in 1868. The 
mother of our subject was born at Sanford 
Corners, Jefferson county, New Yerk, in 
tS15. and after the death of her first hus- 
band married Phomas Brittingham, of Rock 
Island. Hlinvis, where he died in 1888. 
Later she made her home with our subject 
in Cedar Rapids until she, tog, was called to 
her final rest, 1m T&gr. 

The. subject of this sketeh is one of a 
family of six children. His only sister, 
Clarinda, is the wife of Jay Purt \Vinslow, 
of Stevens Point, Wiseonsin. As previous- 
Iv stated, his bruthers were all soldiers of 
the Civil war. (1) Ebenezer served three 
years in the Third Wisconsin Infantry, and 
the prinsipal engagements in which he took 
part were the battles of Fredericksburg and 
Antietam, and he was with General Banks 
in hts retreat across the Rappahannock 
river. Tle wedded Mary Gordon and lives 
In Maryville. AMlissouri. (2) Thomas en- 
listed in Company J, Third fowa Cavalry, 
and served through the war, taking part it 
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Many engagements, including the Wilson 
raid. At one time he and a few comrades 
were cut off from the main body of troops, 
but tried co eseape through the woods with 
the enemy in pursuit, but Mr. Allen's horse 
fell, falling on his leg. A comrade sprang 
to his assistance, placing him in the saddle 
just vacated by himself. AIr. -\llen man- 
ageil to escape, but the comrade who had 
been so kind to lum was captured and sent 
1 Andersonvile prison, where he was held 
fur three months before being exchanged. 
Thomas Allen married Emima Ritchie and 
is now living in lowa. (3) Edwin Adkins 
was a member of the Eighth Wisconsin 
Volunteer infantry, known as the Old Eagle 
after {wo 
years was discharged on account of disa- 
Later he was drafted, but his pa- 


kKeeiunent, and serving about 
lnahity. 
pers kept him from having to serve on a 
draft. On regaining his health he again 
enlisted, in 1864, this time in the Fitth 
Wisconsin Infantry, in company with Ins 
brother-in-law, J. Burt Wilson, and in front 
of Petersburg received a scalp wound caused 
He was then sent to Washing- 
ton, where he was honorably discharged at 
the close of the war. He marrie] Mary 
Hoffinan, and both are now deceased. Their 
son, Frank H., who was born in 187g. has 
made lis home with our subject since 1883, 
and ig a graduate of the high school of 
Cedar Rapids, and is now taking a course 
at the Cedar Rapids Business College. (4) 
Charles enlisted with his brother Edwin in 
the famous Eagle Regiment. but two years 
later was transferred to the Eighth Wis- 
cunsin Battery, with which he served until 
the close of the war, taking part in a num- 
ber of engagements, including the battle ot 
Lookout Mountain. He is a gold muning 


expert in \Wyoming, where he is interested 


by a shell, 


y4l 





in a number of large mines. Altogether 
the Ave brothers served about fifteen years 
in the army, averaging three vears each,—a 
record equaled by but few families, and 
showing their loyalty to their country and 
their love for the stars and stripes. 
Eugene Allen was about five vears ol 
age when, he remove:! with lis parents to 
Portage county, Wisconsin, where he was 
reared and educated. THe was only sixteen 
when he enlisted in 1864 as a recrmt in the 
‘Twelfth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and 
joined his regiment ar Marietta, Georgia, 
in time to take part with General Sherman 
in the famous march to the sea. Becoming 
dl at Savannah, he was placed on board the 
old boat, General Barnes, and was taken to 
New York, where he remained in a hospital 
until he received his discharge at the close 
of the war. He then returned to lus fa- 
ther’s home in Wisconsin, and after the 
latter's death, in 1868, managed the farm 
until hig mother married again, 11 1873. 
Mr. Allen then went to Rock Island, 
Iilinois, where he took a commercial course 
at a business college, and on hig graduation 
accepted a position with a wholesale and 
jobbing grocery house, but on account ol 
i] health was forced to resign a few months 
later. Ie next learned the carpenter's trade 
under the instruction of his brother Charles, 
and worked at the same in Rock Isiand 
jor six years. In April, 1882, he came 10 
Cedar Rapids and entered the employ of 
Lorenzo Cooper as foreman, which position 
he filled for four years. On the expiration 
of that period he starte! in business for 
himself as i contractor and builder, and has 
met with well-deserved success, comimand- 
ing a liberal share of the publie patronage. 
At Rock Island, JNinois. Mr. -\llen was 
inarried im TST té Bliss ikate 4B. Baker, 
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who was born in \Vestmoreland county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1848, and is a daughter 
of William and I]annah Baker, early set- 
tlers of the Prairie state. By this union 
was horn a sen, Robert Kenneth, now a 
Stusent in the high school of Cedar Rapids. 
Mr, Allen has a niece, Louise Tenney, who 
possesses considerable talent as. a musician. 
she first studied musie at Ida Grove, Iowa, 
and later spent two years at the Chicago 
Canservatory ot Music, after which she 
In \ugust, Igoo, in 
company with ene of her pupils, she sailed 
for Germany to pursue her studies in the 
Conservatory of Musie at Leipsic, where 
she will remain about two vears. 

Goth My. and Mrs. Allen are active 
amd prominent members of the Christian 
chureh of Cedar Rapids, and he is now hoeld- 
ing the othee of deacon in the same. He 
is also connected with the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows, and while a resident 
of Rock Island passed all the chairs in the 
subordinate lodge, and served as worthy 
deputy grand master of the grand ludge. 
Fe is an honored member of T. C. Cook 
Post No. 235, G. A. R., und has filled all 
the oftices in that lodge up to senior viee- 
commander. In polities he is a Kepublican, 
but has never cared for political honors, 
preJerring to devote his undivided atten- 
linn to his extensive business interests. He 
IS a qyilet. unassuming man, but makes 
many trends, and has the contidence and 
respect of all who know him. 


tuught for a time. 





LENT G. BOOTH. 


Levi G. Duooth was one of the Toremust 
eusens of College tawnship from early 
maned until Is death. and throughout the 
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greater portion of his hfe continued to re- 
side on the old homesicad on section jo, 
where he was born April 12, 1853. He 
was not only a representative of an old and 
honored iamily of this country, but traced 
lis ancestry back to good old Revolutionary 
stock. In early colonial days ‘his paternal 
great-great-grandfather, John Booth, emi- 
grated from England in company with his 
brother, and they became the founders of 
the tamily in the new world. Tle located 
in Connecticut, where he engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits in early life. and when the 
colonies took up arms against the mother 
country during the Revolutionary war, ‘he 
wis commissioned captain 
the Continental army. He made a brilliant 
nulitary record and survived the vicissitudes 
ut war, but received fatal injuries by being 


st a company in 


thrown from a horse while fighting on Long 
island. It is supposed that he was married 
in Connecticut, where his sun, Jsaiah Booth, 
the great-grandfather mt cur subject. was 
In 1 Soo the lat- 
ter removed to Madison county, New York. 


bom. reared and married. 


wiere he beeame a successtul farmer and 
lived to the good old age of eighty years. 

Ezra Booth, the only child of Isaiah of 
whom the fanuly have any account, and the 
érandtather of our subject. was a native of 
Connecticut, and was a young man of twen- 
tv-one years when the tamily removed to 
New York, where he was also engaged in 
farming throughout life. There he married 
Miss Clarissa Madison, a native of Madison 
county, New York, and to them were born 
eight children, six sons and two daughters. 
They conunued their residence in that coun- 
tv throughout life and died when well ad- 
vanced 1 years. 

Rev. Isaiah Booth, our subject's father, 


was born in Aladison caunty, New York, 
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Octoher 19, 1816, and was the third son 
and child of lus parents. 
fully trained in those moral 
principles which combine to 
right man and good citizen, 
under the parental roof until eighteen years 
ofage. Two vears later, in 1836, he went io 
Tllinvis, where he spent one winter in travy- 
eline over the cauntry, devoting much time 
to hunting and trapping. He also crossed 
the Mississippi, and being delighted with the 
appearance of this state, he decided to inake 
Although so vuung 


He was most care- 
and religious 
make the up- 
and remained 


his future lame here. 
he had aready been married, his wife be- 
ing Miss Wealthy Taylor, who hved near 
his old home in New York, but she died of 
consmimplion a few months after their mar- 
riage, belure he started west. 

On his first trip to lowa Mr. Booth re- 
mained only a short time. Feeling the 
need of a better education than had been 
afforded hina during his boyhood and youth, 
he returned to Hillshoro, Hingis, and en- 
tered the academy at that place, where he 
fitted himself for teaching. He then went 
to Springfield, that state. where he taught 
That citv was then 
a mere village and the disease known as 
milk sickness was prevalent. Ot so litile 
value was the land at that time that he was 
once offered the whole block on which the 


school for two terns. 


state house now stands for his wateh, whien 
was worth about eleven dollars. Still in- 
lent upon obtaining a better education, Mr. 
Booth next entered the cullege at Gran- 
ville, Ohio. where he paid far his tuition and 
supported himself by doing such odd jobs 
as he cuuld obtain. He completed the regu- 
lar collegiate course with the view of en- 
tering the ministry of the Baptise church, 
of which his parents were earnest and active 
members, anel also took a course in theology. 
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For ten or twelve years hé engaged in 
preaching. 

While at Granville, Ohio, Mr. Booth 
was married, June 23, 1843, to Miss Plwebe 
H. Jones, who was born in Oneida county, 
New York, July 23, 1820. ITler parents, 
David R. and Susan (Thomas) Jones, were 
married in that county, having previously 
enigrated from Wales, both being natives 
of that country and of pure Welsh descent. 
lor several generations back their ancestors 
followed the honorable and peaceful oceu- 
pation of tarmifig. In 1836 Mr. Jones re- 
moved with his family to Licking county, 
Ohio, where he died at the age of fiity-six 
years, his wile at the age of sevenry-four. 
Unto Isaiah Booth and wife were 
seven children, namely: Addison J. mar- 
ried Anne Coulsan, now deceased, and 1s 
Havsun 


born 


now living in northern A\linnesota. 
J. married Rhoda Nelson, and follows farm- 
ing in Favette townslup, this county. Will- 
iam H. wedded Marvy Munger, of Fhnt, 
Michigan, and makes his home in Michigan. 
Levi G., our subject, is the next in order 
of birth, Richard H. married Alma Tales, 
and is a mechanic of Marion, Iewa. David 
Ik. married Catherine Shurtleff, and is a 
farmer and stock raiser of northern Alinne- 
sota. Johanna died in infancy. 

It was seventeen vears after Isaiah Booth 
first visited this state that he came to Linn 
county 16 live, taking up his residence in 
College township in 1831. Here he pur- 
chased three hundred and twenty acres of 
land from the government. He was a verv 
industrious and ambitious man. and hac 
followed various occupations in arder to ab- 
tain a comfortable living for his fanuly, 
being principally engaged in teaching and 
preaching, and finally opening a private 
academy in Lancaster, Ohio, which he con- 
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ducted with good success, thus sectiring the 
ineans with which to come west and pur- 
chase land. He was a natural mechanic and 
erected several school buildings, but owing 
to tailing health was obliged to abandon 
active labor. His removal to Iowa was oc- 
casioned by the necessity of a change of eli- 
inate, and it proved a fortunate proceeding, 
for he net only regained his health, but also 
prospered in business affairs, In 1862 he 
removed to Lyons county, Kansas, wiere he 
engaged in merchandising for three vears, 
aid then returned to lowa, and resumed ag- 
ricultural pursuits on the farm in this eoun- 
ty, which he had retained possessian of. 
Ile was thus oceupied for Rye vears, but i 
1870 lus health again failed and he went 
overland to California, where he spent some 
While 
stopping with F. AM. Brown, at Woodland, 


time in visiting relatives and friends. 


he became interested in the reports from the 
Pitt river country, and in November, 1870, 
lett Mlr. Brown's with the intention of visit- 
ing that section, but was never seen nor 
heard trom after that. His wife died at the 
home of our subject, December 22, 1881. 
when nearly sixty years of age. 

During Ins early life Levi G. Booth ob- 
tained an excellent education in the public 
schovls and at Western College, and also 
acqiured an excellent knowledge of farm- 
ing while aiding in the operation of rhe 
home farm. He became a practical and 
Systematic farmer, and in al] his underiak- 
ings met with marked suecess. He gave 
considerable attention to stock raising, own- 
ing some of the best high grade animals in 
lus section of the state, and was als engaged 
mm the dairy business. for which purpose he 
kept a large number of cows. 

On the ist of January, 1874, at Cedar 
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Rapids, Alr. Booth was united in marriage 
with Miss Julia E. Smith, who was born 
21 Brown county, Oluo, December 16, 1852, 
a daughter of John and Alartha J. (Pick- 
erel) Smith. In 1855 she was brought by 
her parents te Linn county, Lowa, the fam- 
ily locating in Callege township, where her 
mother died six vears later, but the father, 
who was a tarmer by occupation, stil sur- 
vives ‘her. he children born to Ar, and 
Mrs. Booth were Pheebe Inez. who is now 
successiully engaged in teaching in the 
schools af Cedar Rapids and resides with 
her mother in that eity. Martha Estella, 
wife of Fred Suits, who is now operating 
the old homestead in College township: John 
Earl. Gershom Beryl and Richard Beryl, 
twins, and Ruth E., all at home. 

Throughout hfe Mr. Booth contimed to 
follow farming and died on the old home- 
stead in College township. April 28. 1899, 
his remains being interred) in Baker cem- 
etery. TTis death was deeply mourned, as 
the community realized that i had Jost one 
of its most valued and useful citizens. He 
was aman of the times, broad-minded, pub- 
lie-spirited] and progressive, and he cham- 
pioned every measure which he believed 
would prove of public benefit. In early life 
he was a supporter of the National Green- 
hack party. and later was a strong advocate 
ef the “single tax.” He filled the oftice 
of road supervisor in College township. 
and faithfully discharged any duty devolv- 
Ing upon him. whether public or private. 
He enjoved a and 
marked popularity in the community where 
he had so long made his home. His fam- 
ily are members of the First Christian 
church of Cedar Rapids, and are held in 
high esteem by all who know them. 


wide acquaintance 
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ALBERT €. BURRETT 


There is no more prominent or iniluen- 
tial citizen in Otter Creek township than 
the subject of this review. who 1s the founder 
of the village of Alburnett, and has taken 
avery active part in promoting its welfare. 
He was horu in Staffordshire, England, on 
the 13th of Mav, 1842. and is a son ol 
William and Ann (Clarke) Burneti, also 
natives of that country, though the father 
was of Seotel: descent. When our subject 
Was sixteen vears of age the family came 
to the United States and took up their resi- 
dence in Marion, Linn county, Lowa. \When 
the Civil war broke out the father announced 
the fact that he would now have a chance 
to ight fur the principles he had long ad- 
vocated, and he enlisted as a private in the 
Tirh-first [owa Volunteer Infantry. known 
as the Gravbeard Regiment. Tle remained 
it the service tor three vears, but fortunate- 
His son. Joln R., 
also served for two and a half vears in the 


ly was never wounded. 


Ninth Towa Infantry and was never wound- 
ed. although he participated in all the battles 
of his regiment, but died of disease in the 
hospial at Padueah, Kentucky. at the age 
oF twenty-five vears. Tle was a man of 
high moral worth and a strong Republican 
Il polities. 


born in July. r815, ane died in this county 


The father of our suhject was 


mn IN7Q, while the mother was: born in July. 
i817, and died in 1881, They were the 
parents of twenty children, among whom 
Was One pair of twins, but of this number 
only six are naw living. 

On coming to this country, Albert ©. 
Burnett first worked in a brickvard at Ma- 
rion. and later turned his attention to ag- 
rieultural pursuits. Tn 1869 he removed 
lo the farm in Otter Creek township, which 
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he now occupies, and has resided there ever 
since. . His frst purchase of land consist- 
ed of eighty acres on section 25, nearly all 
of which was unimproved, oniy five acres 
having been broken. He soon placed the 
land under cultivation and erected all the 
binldings found thereon, including a com- 
modious and substantial residence and a 
good barn. 
ing operations, and as lus fmancial resources 
increased he added to hisi property trom 
time to time until he owned two hundred 
and sixty acres of Jand on sections 24 and 
25, Otter Creek township, and one hunererl 
and sixty acres in Maine township, hesides 
some timber land. His property is divided 
into three farms, and is now under a high 
well improved. 


He has prospered in hts farm- 


state Of cultivation .and 
Throughout his business career Mr. Burnett 
has engaged largely in buving and feeding 
stock, and is also engaged in raising stock 
to some extent, at the present ume having 
a fine herd of over sixty head of short horn 
cattle upon his place. In 1878 he laid out 
the present village of .\Iburneit upon twen- 
tv-five acres of his farm. The railroad 
company gave it the name of Birrnete, Ine 
when application was made for a postotiice 
the name was so sinilar to Bennert thar i 
was thought that mistakes would frequent- 
ly occur in mail matter from the similarity 
of the two names when written, and the 
name was changed to Alburnett. The vil- 
lage now has a population of three hundyed, 
and contains three churches, a good graded 
school and a number of business houses. 
Mr. Burnett has taken a very active part in 
promoting its interests and has been mstru- 
mental in providing a good school for the 
children of the village. He is now one of 
the directors and was president of the scliool 
board for some time. [or several years he 
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also served as county supervisor from ‘his 
district with credit to himself and to the 
entire sattsfaction of his fellow 
The Republican party has always found in 
him a stanch supporter of its principles and 
as a publie-spirited and progressive citizen 


cC1uzens. 


he is an advocate of all measures calculated 
to advance the interests of his town or 
county. .\s a business man he is noted for 
lus reliability in all transactions, and he com- 
mands the respect and confidence of all 
with whoni he comes in contact. 

On the roth of February, 1868, My. 
Burnett was united in marriage with Miss 
Anne It. Burns, who was born in Pennsvl- 
vata, September 14, 1848, and they have 
become the parents of hve children, naime- 
lye (2) Nary-silnia, born Febtairy ft, 
1869, ched February 16. 1871. (2) \iberi 
Burns, born March 3, 1872, is now engaged 
I farming on his father’s place cu section 
a6, Otter Creek township, and is alsu as- 
socuated with lus father in the stock busi- 
ness. Ile married Jessie Haynes, af Zanes- 
ville, Olio, and they have one child, Ruth. 
(3) Catherine Emma, born June to. 1874! 
is the wite of Howard Moothart, wio is 
engaged in farming on a quarter section ot 
land in Otter Creek township. (4) Vlor- 
ence E., born July 11, 1877, i$ the wiie of 
John J. Rogers, who is now operating a 
farin of one hundred and eighty acres iin 
Maine township belonging to ‘Mr. Burnett. 
They hae two children, Cecil and Lera. (5) 
Ida Lowa, born September 1, 1881, is the 
wite of Prank B. Prick. who is engaged in 
farming on one handred and sixty acres in 
Otter Creek township, and they have ene 
child, Mildred. 

Richard [. Burns, the father of Mrs. 
Burnett, was born in Bedford county, Penn- 
svlvama, December 25, 822 


tae 


At was a 


representative of an old and htenored family 
of that county, his paternal great-grand- 
parents having located there on their eimi- 
gration from Scotland in colonial days. 
There his grandiather, Janies Burns, spent 
lis entire life, making his home in Napier 
townslup, where he entered a tract of land 
and improved a farm. During the Revyo- 
lutionary war he entered the Continental 
ariny and distinguished himself tor bravery 
and patriots. 
lanl out between Pirtsbure and Chambers- 


When the turnpike was, 


burg, Pennsylvania, it passed his home, and 
he not only sold grain to the teamsters on 
the road, but also opened hause to 


travelers, and he became a great favorite 


his 


with all who enjoyed his genial hospitality. 
He cied in 1872, at the extreme old age of 
one hundred and four vears. In early lite 
he married Hester Graham and to them were 
barn five children. 

John Burns, the father of Richard E,, 
Was also born in Bedford county, Pennsvl- 
vania, May 4, 1794, and was the second 
in order Of birth in the above family. He 
was reared on his father’s farm and edu- 
cated in the common schools, and remained 
with his parents until his marriage, when 
lis father presented him with a tract of land 
near the old homestead, upuu whieh he lived 
wd labored until his death in 1850. He 
married [liza walt, who was born in the 
same county, April 15, 1801, and was a 
daughter of Richard and [lannah (Todd) 
Iewalt, of English ancestry. She departed 
this lite September 14, 1855, leaving tree 
children: Richard EL, the father of Ars. 
Burnett; George, a resident of Benton 
county, lowa; and John, of Bedford county, 
Pennsylvantit. 

Richard Ie. Burns was an ambitious and 
enterprising young man and was reared to: 
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hahits of industry and economy. At the 
age ol twenty years he Jelt home and started 
out to inake lis own way in the world, be- 
ing enguged im teanung and mulling in his 
native county until 1858. Receiving favor- 
able reports of the great west, he believed 
he nught better Iis financial condition on 
the other side of the Mississippi, and in 
that year came to Lowa, entering a tract of 
rovernment land near Anamosa, Jones coun- 
ty. He did not locate upon this land how- 
ever, but after working at the millers trade 
for three years he purchased a farm in 
Jackson township, Linn county, which he 
at once hegan to improve and cultivate. 
Three years later he traded one-half of this 
place for a half interest in a Houring mill im 
Boulder township, but as this trade did not 
prove either profitable or desirable, he suc- 
ceeded in having it annulled and came into 
fn 1861 
Mr. Burns purchased a half interest in the 
Central City tlouring mil, and 
there three years later: 


possession of his own land again. 


removed 
Subsequetitly he 
became sole proprietor of that mill and con- 
tinued its operation for many veurs. He 
died December 11, 1889. On the 5th of 
November, 1846, he married Miss Cathar- 
ine Rife, a native of VPennsylvania, who 
was born in 1828, and died in 18355. Ars. 
Burnett was the only clild born of this 
union. Mr. Burns was again married, 10 
August, 1860, his second union peing with 
Miss Abigail Williams, and to them were 
born the following children: William N,, 
a resident of Nebraska; Mary, wife of Eli 
Bruner, of Boulder township, this county; 
George G.; Emily; Richard E.; Charles; 
Eelsetta, who died, in infaney; and Edith 
aud Ethel, twins. Politically Mr. Burns al- 
Ways affiliated with the Democracy, and re- 
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hgiously was a member of the Free Will 
Baptist church. He was a man highly re- 
spected and esteemed by all who knew him. 





JAMES B. FORD, 


James B. lord, residing at No. 221 
First avenue west, is a well-known contractor 
and builder of Cedar Rapids, where he has 
successiully carried on business along that 
line for the past ten years. De was born in 
Greensburg, Decatur county, Indiana, De- 
cember 6. 1861, a son of Charles M. and 
Mary Jane (McCoy) Ford. also natives of 
that state. The father followed farming in 
Decatur county for some years. and there 
seven. Of his children were born. About 
1854 he came to lowa and took up a liome- 
stead in Buchanan county, which he com- 
meticed to improve, but later sold the place 
and returned to Indiana. In 1864 he again 
came to this state and this time located in 
Benton county, where he followed farming 
until lus removal to Cedar Rapids in 1879. 
He spent his last days in this city, where he 
died in February, 18go. [is wife stil sur- 
vives him and now makes her home with 
our subject, a hale and hearty old lady of 
sevelty-Six years. 

James B. Ford grew to manhood in 
Towa, and in Cedar Rapids commenced to 
learn the mason’s trade, at which he worked 
for two or three vears. He then went to 
Nebraska, and was employed at his trade in 
several places in that state, and later in Kan- 
sas. where his brother took up Jand. After 
placing it under cultivation they planted 
wheat, but the drouth destroyed their crop. 
Leaving his brother the farm, our subject 
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returned to Cedar Rapils, and from here 
welt to Newton. Illinois, where he worked 
at his trade tor a year and a half, at the end 
of which time be again came te Cedar Rap- 
ids. Subsequentiv he Jearned the printer's 
trade in Fania county. where he spent over 
a vear, and then returned hume on a visit, 
and while here his printing office burned 
down, so that he did not return to Tama 
county. The following year was devoted 
to agricultural pursuits, and at the end of 
that time he again turned {1s attention to the 
masons trade. 

On the 6th of \ugust. 1882, in Benton 
eouuty. Lowa, Myr. Ferd led to the marriage 
altur Afiss Hester Ann Hall, a native of that 
county, of which her father, Teli Hall, was a 
promunent farmer. He was born ane reared 
ni Cattaraugus county, New York, and when 
a young man eame to Rock Island, Llimois, 
where he married Miss Malinda Miller. Mr. 
ant Mrs. Ferd are the parents of four chil- 
dren, namely: Goldie ML., who is attend- 
ing the Cedar Rapids high school; Carl, who 
died in the spring of 1890, at the age aft 
eleven vears; tay R.; and an infant son. 

After his marriage Mr. Ford made his 
home im Benton county for some years, work- 
ing at lus trade and also farming to some 
In April, 1891, he became a_per- 
manent resident of Cedar Rapids, and has 
siice engaged in contracting and building 
with goud success. Jie has had charge of 
the masonry on many of the best residences 
in the city, aud during the busy season fur- 
mshes employment to from ten to twenty-five 
mien. 


CNFeut, 


Ile purchased a lot on Pirst avenue 
west, and erected thereon a nice residence, 
where he now resides. 

At national elections Mr. Ford always 
supports the Republican party. and cast his 
first presidential yote for James G. Blaine. 
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He takes a commendable interest in public 
affairs, But has never been a politician in 
the sense of office secking. He is widely 
known in Cedar Rapids as an upright, reli- 
able business and 1s 


man, very popular 


among Ins friends and acquaintances. 


MARTIN EVANS. 


Linn county has no more public-spirited 
or enterprising cilizen than Martin Iévans, 
who is now so efficiently serving as county 
sheriff. Tle was born in Dellefeld township, 
Waukesha county, Wiscensin, Marelli 10, 
i859. a gon ot Nels and Ellen M. I¢vans, 
well-known farming people of that county, 
dn early life the father engaged in black- 
smuthing, but later turned his attention to 
He died on the 12th 
of Oetober, 1887. having survived lis wife 
two years. her death occurring June 28, 1885. 


eericultural pursiits, 


Ot their nine children three died in infancy, 
while Lven died at the age of twenty-three 
years: Peter at the age of twenty-seven; and 
lewis at the age of twenty-three. Those 
living are Iclizabeth, wife of Gus Hanson, 
OF Likdington, Michigan; Jngay, wife of 
Nels Tufte, of Nashotah, Wisconsin, he be- 
ing new deceased; and Martin, our subject. 

Martin Evans acquired a good practical 
education in the commion schools of his na- 
tive state. Remaining on the home farm, he 
devoted his entire time to agricultural pur- 
suits until he entered the employ of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, and 
was connected with their police department 
at Milwaukee for four years, at the end of 
which time he was transferred to Cedar 
Rapids. where he held a similar position for 
about five years. During the following nine 
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years he was a conductor on the Cedar Rap- 
ids & Marion Street Railroad, holding that 
position until after his election as sheriff of 
Linn county, November 7, 1899. He has 
since devoted lis time and attention to the 
duties of that office and in their capable dis- 
eharge has won the commendation and sup- 
port af the general public, who appreciate his 
fidelity to the trust reposed in him. While 
at the present Mr. Jevans makes his home in 
the county seat, he still retains Jus property 
it Cedar Rapids and will remove there at 
the expiration of his term of ofhce. 

On the 5th of March, 1889, Mr. Evans 
led to the marriage altar Miss Maggie Gans- 
horn, of Caledonia, Ohio, a daughter of 
George Ganshorn, who was born in Ger- 
Her mother was a native of Penn- 
syivania. They now have three clildren, 
namely: Martin Rudolph, Gerald Lewis and 
Margnerite Lee. Socially Mr. Evans is an 
honored) member of Crescent Lodge, No. 25, 
Fo & A. M., of Cedar Rapids, of which he 
was master for four years; and he also be- 
longs to Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 278. A. 
GW. WV 


with the Episcopal churelt. 


many. 


while religiously he is connected 
He is one of the 
Linn county, having 
made a host of friends during lis residence 
here, and he enjoys an enviable reputation 
as a Straightforward. reliable man, and too 
much cannot be said of his good qualities. 


best known men im 


WILLIAM L. CHAMPLIN: 


This well-known and popular engineer 
in the employ of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, has made his 
home in Cedar Rapids since 1880. Ie is 
a native of Jowa, born near Shell Rock, in 


949 





Butler county, on the 6th of December, 
1858, and is a son of William and Almina 
(Couch) Champlin. The father was born 
in Onondaga county, New York, and about 
1852 came to Butler county, lowa, where 
he followed his chosen occupation—that of 
farnung—until the Civil war broke out. In 
1861 he enlisted, and was wounded at the 
battle of Pleasant Hill, in April, 1862. He 
was calso captured by the rebels and died in 
Libby prison. Huis wife, who was also a 
native of the Empire state.died in Waterlvo, 
lowa, at the age of sixty-eight years. They 
were the parents of four cluldren, two of 
whom died in infaney. Those living are 
William L., our subject; and Charles W.., 
freight agent for the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northera Railroad at Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. 

The first sixteen vears of his life Will- 
ram L, Champlin passed on the home farm, 
and to the public schools of that locality 
he is indebted tor his educational privileges, 
never having been able to take a college 
course. On leaving home ‘he went to \Vater- 
Joo, Jowa, where he served a three vears’ 
apprenticeslup to the carriage maker’s and 
blacksmith’s trade, and later followed the 
same for two years. Jn.1879 he commenced 
firing on the Illinois Central Ratlroad, but 
later abandoned that pursuit and resumed 
work at his trade. He canre to Cedar 
Rapids in 1880, and after serving as fire- 
man for a short time on the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Kailroad, he was 
given an engine in 1881, serving as regular 
freight and extra passenger engineer ever 
since. He has spent some time on al] the 
divisions of the road, but lis run has been 
nrostly between Cedar Rapids and Albert 
Lee, Minnesota. He now has a tlrough 
fast freight. 
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On the 4th of March, 1891, Myr. Champ- 
lin was united in marriage with Aliss Mary 
Ik. Wilson, who was born on Prince Itdward 
Island, October 4, 1865, and came to this 
county with an aunt, beg reared and ed- 
ucated in Marion. Her parents died tn 
Canada in 1872. Her grandfather came to 
the United States as a Alethodist L:piscopal 
Inuuster in 1820, but she was brought up 
i the Presbyterian church. .Atter his mar- 
niage Alr. Champlin purchased a lot and 
erected a good modern residence at 1302 
First avenue, where he now inake his heme. 
er a number of vears he has been identified 
with the Masonic fraternity, being a 
member of the blue lodge. chapter, com- 
mandery, consistory and temple of the 
Mystic Shrine. He 3s also a member ot 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Eng 
neers, and has served as Secretary of his 
division lor two terms. In politics he is 
an ardent Republican. He is aa pleasant, 
gemal gentleman, who makes friends easily, 
and is held in the highest regard by all who 
know him. 


ROBERT 1. SAFELY. 


1 
1 


Among Cedar Rapids energetic and en- 
terprising citizens is this well-known in- 
surance and real estate dealer, who was born 
in Cohoes, Albany county, New York, Au- 
est 19, 1863. His father is Robert Safely, 
et Cedar Rapids, who was for many years 
division master mechaiic of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad at Bur- 
lington, and 1s still connected with that road. 
Lhe elder Safely is of Scottish birth, and 
was a lad of fifteen vears wheu he came 
to the United States. In early life he learned 
the trade of a machinist, and for some time 
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was proprietor of a large foundry in Cohoes, 
New York. Subsequently he removed to 
Waterford, Saratoga county, that state, 
where he erected knitting mills, and contin- 
ued to carry on business there for several 
years. In 1877 he came to Cedar Rapids, 
since which time he has been identified with 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern, 
Railroad. In early life he wedded Miss 
Mary A. Holroyd, a native of England, and 
to them were born five children, of whom 
two died in childhood. and Thomas was 
drowned at Albert Lea. Minnesota. at the 
age of thirty vears. Those living are Robert 
I., our subject; ancl Ellen Belle, wife of W. 
KX. Greene, of Cedar Rapids. 

During his boyhood Robert I. Safely at- 
tended the public schools of Cohoes and 
Waterford, New York, and completed his 
education in the schools of Cedar Rapids 
alter the removal of the family to this city. 
In 1879 he entered the employ of the Bur- 
lingiton, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad 
as messenger boy for the master mechanic, 
and later was messenger boy for the super- 
intendent and clerk fur the purchasing agent. 
Subsequently he was appointed private sec- 
retary to the president of the road when 
Judge Tracy, of Burlingtun. was elected 
president. Shortly after this lre lett the ex- 
ecutive department of the road and entered 
the operating department under Superin- 
tendent Robert Williams, continuing as |is 
private secretary until 18go. Since then he 
has been engaged in the Joan, fire insurance 
and renl estate business. conducting one of 
the largest fireinsurance agencies in the state. 
A man of sound judgment. keen perception 
and good business ability, he has met with 
well deserved success in his undertakings, 
and hag attained a leading place among the 
representative men of Cedar Rapids. In 
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1894 Ayr. Safely was instrumental in pro- 
curing the real estate needed for the site 
fur the present union station, handling the 
deal with much eredit to himsely and great 
sitisfaetion to the railroads employing hum. 

Qn the 2gth of September, 1892, Mr. 
Safely was umited i marriage with Aliss 
Laura «A. Clark, a daughter of Colonel 
Charles A. Clark, whose sketch appears on 
anuther page of this volume. To them have 
been born four children, as tollows: Charles 
Holroyd, Helen Elizabeth. Robert Clark andl 
VFrederick Atherton. The parents are mem- 
bers of Grace Episcopal church, and Air. 
Safely ig also connected with Alt. Hermon 
Lodge, Nu. 263, F. & A. M. In his po- 
litical views he is a Repubhean, and he man- 
ifests a commendable interest in those en- 
terprises which he believes will prove of 
public benetit. 





LEWIS Wo RICHARDS. 


Among Linn county’s native sons who 
have become prominently icentifed with 
her business interests is this well-known con- 
tracior and builder of Cedar Rapids, whose 
home is at 1201 Second street west. He 
was born in this county, June 1, 1852, ard 
IS a representative of one of its prominent 
pioneer families, being a son of Daniel Rich- 
ards. ‘The father was bern in Aluskingum 
county. Ohio, in 1817, and in 1833 removed 
to Grant county, Indiana, where he grew 
to inanhood. He was married in DBlack- 
ford, that slate, in 1839, to Aliss Sarah 
Jane Lewis, whose birth occurred near 
Wheeling, West Virginia. The year fol- 
lowing their marriage they came to Iowa 


and took up their l‘ayette 
A? 


residence i 
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township, Linn county, where the father 
erected a steam sawmill upon his farm, hav- 
ing brought the machinery with him trom 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio, with twenty-eight or 
thirty yoke of oxen, as it made several 
heavy loads. Jor many years he success- 
fully engaged in the manufacture of lumber 
i connection with the operation of his farm, 
and continued to make his home here 
throughout life. He February, 
1896, at the age of seventy-nine years, and 
his wife passed away May 26, 1895. 
Lewis W. Richards acquired his  pri- 
mary education in an old log school house 
near his childhood home, and was reared 
In early lite he spent 


died in 


amid pioneer scenes. 
about four years in learning photography 
at Cedar Rapids, and then upened a studio 
of his own at Jessup, Buchanan county, 
Iowa, where he engaged in business for 
abont a year. On selling out there he re- 
moved to Shellsburg, where he carried on 
business for two years, when his gallery 
and all that le possessed was burned in the 
fire that almost destroyed that town. 

Mr. Richards then returned to Cedar 
Rapids, where he commenced learning the 
carpenter’s trade with Null & Smith. A 
year later he went to Sycamore, Illinois, 
where he completed his apprenticeship, re- 
maining there two: years. On hus return 
to Lina county, Iowa, he worked at lis 
trade in Fayette township for a time, and 
later followed the same occupation im Ohio 
and Florida. In 1880 he located perma- 
nently in Cedar Rapids, and has since been 
actively engaged in business here as a con- 
tractor and builder, having erected) many 
business liouses residences. 
During the busy season he employs a large 
force of men, and secures a libera! share 
of the public patronage. He also bought 


a1i¢] private 
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lots and erected several residences for him- 
self, having just completed his own lrome, 
which 1s one of the neatest and hest on 
South Second street west. 

On the 31st of July, 1884, Mr. Richards 
was umted in marriage with Miss Mary 
Isabel Pitt, who was also born, reared and 
educated im this county, ‘her father, Philip 
Pitt, being one of its early settlers and sub- 
stantial farmers. Lle died at Sisley Grove 
in November, 188g, and his wife, whose 
miuden name was Sarah Jane Winterstine, 
died about 1873. She was a daughter of 
Nicholas \Vinterstine, one of the first set- 
Hers of Linn county. 

On natioual Mr. Richards is 
identified with the Republican party, as is 


ISSUes 


also lis brothers. but at lueal elections he 
hest 
sjnalitied for ollice, regardless of party af- 
tHhations. 


supports the men whom he believes 


He was a member of the city 
council from 1892 to 1894, but has declined 
ro accept further honurs along that line, pre- 
ferring ty give lis undivided attention to 
is business interests. Ile is a prominent 
member oi the subordinate lodge and en- 
cainpment lodges of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows; has Alled all the chairs in 
the lower branch, and is now past vrand 
and past patriarch. Both he and his wite 
have also taken the Rebekah degrees, she 
having united with the order in 1884. She 
has tilled all the chairs; was treasurer of 
the state assembly two years: and has missed 
but two inectings of that body in fourteen 
years. Mr. Richards represented his lodge 
mt the grand lodge two years. He is also 
a member of the Knights of Pythias, the 
Cintormed Rank of that order, ane DD. G. 
KK. K. Temple, while his wife holds mem- 
bership with the Rathbone Sisters, which is 


an auxiliary to the Knights of Pythias, and 
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she has held official positions in that lodge. 
They are quite prominent socially. and are 
highly respected and esteemed by all who 
know thein. 





CHARLES F. LE CLERE, 


The expression “the dignity of labor’? 
is exeinplified in the life record of th's gen- 
tleman, whose success is attributable to his 
own industry, perseverance and good man- 
agement. fe ig now one of the largest 
land ewners af Bowlder township, as well 
as one Of the most preminent citizens of 
the northern part of the county, where he 


has made his home since 1874. 


Mr. Le Clere was born in Mexico, Os- 
wego county, New York, on the 19th of 
May, 1842, and is a son of George F. and 
Louisa (Laude) Le Clere, both of whom 
were natives of France. The father emi- 
grated to America in r&2y and settled in 
Oswego county, New York, where he cleared 
a farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
until coming west in 1846. Locating in 
Dubugue county, Towa, he engaged in farm- 
ing there until 1881, when he removed to 
Monticello, this state, and has since lived 
retired, enjoying a well-earned rest. The 
mather of our subject died May 31, 1897. 
Of the eight children born to them Charles 
IF. is the eldest; Eliza C. is the wife of Mor- 
ris Bebb, a resident of Monticello, Iowa; 
George T. is a farmer and minister of the 
Presbyterian church now residing near Chil- 
licothe, Texas; Emily died in Bowlder town- 
ship, this county, in 1885: Albert D. is a 
farmer living near Hopkinton, Towa; Susan 
diel in 1861; Tlenry resides on the old 
homestead farm in Dubuque county; and 
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Luli) is the widow of Dwight Smith and 
makes her home with her father in Monti- 
cello. Most of the children received a high- 
school education with the exception of our 
subject, who attended only the common 
schools. 

During his boyhood and youth Charles 
I’, Le Clere gave his father the benefit of 
‘his services in the operation of the old home 
farm in Dubuque county. There he was 
marricd, Mav 2, 1865, to Miss Terissa Kim- 
ling, a native of Germany, who in 1854 
enigrated to the new world with her par- 
ents, Lawrence and Terissa Kimling, also 
natives of the Fatherland. On coming to 
America Mr. Kimling settled on a farm in 
Dubuque county, lowa, and there lollowed 
Tlis widow is still 
living on the old homestead in that county. 
Ute Mr. and Mrs. Le Clere were born thir- 
teen children, namely; Henry and George, 
both tarmers of Bowlder township, Linn 


farming untl his death. 


county, who are represented elsewhere in 
this volume; William, a farmer of Jones 
county, lowa; Frank and Alexander, both 
at home; Edward, now teller in the Coggon 
Savings Bank of Coggon, this county; and 
Find, Leng, Mary; “nie, Nett, Eliter 
and Cleary, all at home. 

lor a few vears after his marriage Mr. 
Le Clere was engaged in farming on rented 
land in Dubuque county, and then purchased 
lis father’s farm of eighty acres at twenty 
dollars per acre, having his own time te pay 
the amount. Land was then rapidly in- 
creasing 13 value, and two years later he 
soll the farm back to his father for forty 
dollars per acre. thus realizing enough to 
give him a good start in life. He then 
came to Linn county in 1874 and located 
On his present farm on section 10. Bowlder 


township. This place now comprises three 


hundred and eighty acres, which he has 
placed under a high state of cultivation 
and improved. with good buildings, includ- 
Ing a commodious amd elegant residence. 
Mr, Le Clere also owns two other farms in 
Bowlder township, one of one hundred and 
twenty acres, the other of two hundred and 
forty acres. He has been an extensive stock 
raiser, making a specialty of cattle, which 
he raises and: feeds in large numbers jor the 
market. He is now practically living re- 
tired, leaving the work of the farm to be 
carried on by his children and lured help, 
while he oversees and manages the same. 
Mr. Le Clere is a man of strong farce of 
character, purposeful and energetic, and his 
keen discrinunation and sound judgment 
are shown in the capable management of 
his business atfairs. 
in Linn county he hag been remarkably suc- 
cesstul, and is now the second largest land 
owner in Bowlder township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Le Clere are members of 
the Presbyterian church of Coggon, which 
he helped to build, and both take an active 
part in chureh work. In his politica] afhl- 
ations he is a Republican, and is now serv- 
ing as school director in his township, which 
ofhee he has filled for over twenty vears, 


During luis residence 


GEORGE W. STANSBURY, M. D. 


The subject of this sketch, now a proin- 
inent physician of Western, Linn county, 
Jowa, ranks high in his profession and 1s 
esteemed by all who know him. He was 
born in Rutland, Meigs county, Olio, July 
27, 1848. the son of William and Adeline 
(Alexander) Stansbury. His mother was 
the cousin of that famous oli] war governor, 


954 





samuel Kirkwood. She was a native of 
Maryland, and tived to the year 1878, when 
she passed away at the age of sixty-seven 
years. The father of our subject was also 
a native of Maryland. and when a young 
man migrated to Oluvo, where he followed 
farming. Of the five children born to this 
coupie George W. was the youngest. The 
others were as follows: Saral: Jane mar- 
ried Charles Nobles, and they reside in 
Plattsmeuth, Nebraska. Jehu LE. studied 
Surgery and beeame assistaut surgeon of the 
Iwenty-secoml Volunteer Infantry of Lowa, 
to which position he was appointed April 
3, 1865. At the begining of the Civil 
war he held the position of hozpital stew- 
ard. .\t its close he returned to Western 
and lolhowed his profession until his death, 
Which occurred when he was thirty-nine 
Wallace J. now lives at the 
Old Soldiers’ Ilome at Marshalltown, Iowa, 


years ot ave. 


having been one of the “boys in blue’ dur- 
ang the Civil war. 


Carrie married A. J. 
Crossley, now deceased, and she lives in 
Cedar Rapids. 

Our subject attended the country schools, 
where lhe received lis early education. In 
1868 he entered Western College, where he 
studiel for three years, and then for two 
years engaged im teaching school. after 
which he attended the medical department 
of the lowa State University, where he re- 
mained two courses, and then returned to 
Western, where he engaged in practice, but 
did not graduate until March 7, 1883. He 
took up his residence in Western, where he 
practiced with his brother, John E., and 
then went to “ly, Putnam township, where 
he remained until his brother’s death. Re- 
turning to Western, he took up the latter’s 
practice, which has grown to be a very lu- 
crative one for our subject, in lact, it has 
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become so large that Dr. Stansbury has 
found it necessary to share kis work with 
another, and has taken Dr. \W. J. Netolicky 
as his assistant. 

In 1880 Aliss Dillie A. Worden, daugh- 
ter of Joseph \Vorden, a native of Linn 
county, became our subject's wile, and to 
them born four children, three of 
whom are now living, as follows: Alta L., 
who carried off first honurs of her class 
upon graduating from the high school of 
Cedar kapids, is now attending the wniver- 
sity at Champaign, Ilinvis; Georgia A, and 
John Te., who are attending schoo! in Cedar 
Rapids. 


Were 


Our subject is a member of the lowa 
Union Aledical Society, the Independent 
Order of Odd lelluws art Ely, and also the 
ATodern Brotherhood of America, of which 
he 1s camp physician, at Cherryville. In 
pohtics he is a Republican. 
munity he has 


In this com- 
nade inumerable friends 
and acquaintances, whe hold the friendship 
and advice of this eninent gentleman above 
that ot all others. 


HENRY LE CLERE. 


Bowlder townslup probably has no more 
progressive of energetic farmer than Henry 
Le Clere, who is the owner of a quarter 
section of well-improved land, and in its 
cullivation is meeting with good success. 
A native of Iowa, he was born in Dubuque 
county, on the 9th of October, 1866, and 
is a son of Charles F. and Terissa (Mim 
ling) Le Clere, a sketch of whom appears 
on another page of this volume. 

During his boyhood and youth our sub- 
ject pursued his studies in the common 
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schools of Dubuque and Linn counties, and 
by assisting his father in the operation of 
the home farm he became thoroughly fa- 
miliar with all the duties which fall to the 
lot of the agriculturist. As previously 
stated, he is now the owner of a fine farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres on section 
g. Bowlder township, and is successfully 
engaged in general farming and stock rais- 
ing, making a specialty of the latter branch 
of his business, which he has found quite 
profitable. 

Mr. Le Clere was married June 7, 1893, 
to Miss Maggie Drexler, of Bowlder town- 
ship. who was born in Linn county and ts 
a daughter of Jacob and Ann (Keves) 
The mother died when Mrs. Le 
Clere was quite voung, but the father ts 
still living and makes his home on section 


Drexler. 


31, bawlder township, where he is engaged 
if farming and is also serving as assessor 
of the tawnship. Our subject and his wite 
have an interesting family of four children, 
namely: Charles, Thomas, Ray and Mar- 
eurita. Religiously Mr. Le Clere is a 
member of the Presbyterian church of Cog- 
gon, and politically is identified with the 
Republican party. up-to-date 
farmer and progressive citizen, who takes 
a deep interest in all enterprises calculated 
to prove of public benetit. 


He is an 





GEORGE LE GLERE 


The subject of this sketch is one of the 
representative farmers of Bowlder township 
and a young man of superior executive 
ability and sound judgement, who has al- 
ready met with excellent success in bis busi- 
hess career. JTis home is on section 6. He 
was born in Dubuque county, Towa, De- 
cember 20, 1867. a son of Charles F. and 
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Terissa (Kimling) Le Clere. whose sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work. He re- 
ceived only the benehts of a common-school 
education, but early acqinred an excellent 
knowledge of farm work. 

Mr. Le Clere gave his father the bene- 
ht of his labors until le was married, April 
7, 1892, the lady of lis choice being Miss 
Emma Pillard, who was also born in Du- 
buque county, May 4, 1868, a daughter of 
Peter and Adell (Lennoir) Dillard. both 
natives of France. On Ins enugration to 
America he first settled in New York state, 
but later removed to Michigan. and from 
there to Dubuque county, Iowa. where he 
engaged in farming until coming to this 
county at an early date. He has now laid 
aside all business cares and is living retired 
in the village of Coggon. Before coming 
to the new world he served in the french 
army. Mr. and Mis. Le Clere have be- 
come the parents of Hve children, namely: 
Leona Blanche, Teressa Adel!. Liovd &S., 
George Frederick and Ernest Dwight. 

Our subject now owns and operates over 
two hundred acres of land on sections 6 
and 7, Bowlder township, and is carrying 
on general farming and stock raising with 
marked success. Since attaining his ma- 
jority he has always affiliated with the Ke- 
publican party, but has never sought or cared 
for political honors. He and his wife hold 
membership in the Presbyterian church of 
Coggon, and are highly respected and es- 
teemed by all who know them. 


—_——~¢-+___- 


fy ‘Le DAV Is, 


This worthy citizen of College town- 
ship was born in Zanesville. Ohio, Novem- 
ber 4, 1831, the son of Thomas and Mar- 
garet Davis, who were hotl natives of South 
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Wales, and who, after they were marricd, 
came to this country about the vear 1820. 
To them were born six eluldven, the subject 
of our sketch being the only one living. 
Thomas Davis was a wheelwright by trade, 
and this he followed until the tine of his 
death, which occurred in 1842, and his re- 
mains are interred in Cleveland, Ohio, His 
wife survived lim until the year 1875, pass- 
ing away at the age of seventy-five vears, 
and her remains are interred in Granville. 

Mr. Davis education at 
Newark, Ohio. He continued to live with 
his mother, after the death of his father, 
until he was twenty-three vears old, when, 
in the fall of 1834, he went to Lowa, but 
returned to Ohio the following spring, only 
to go back to lowa in September, 1855, 
When he purchased forty acres of wild, un- 
cultivated land in College township, and 
later added another forty acres to it, and 
from this, through skill and industry, Mr. 
Davis has made one of the very finest farms 
m1 the township. 


received Jus 


Many times during the 
early part of his residence on this land has 
he been obliged to drive wile cattle off his 
felds in order to preserve his crops. 

On September 18, 1835, L. L. Davis 
Was united in marriage with Anna Jones, 
a native of South Wales and the daughter 
of John G. Jones. a couper by trade, who 
with his family came to this country and 
settled] in Ohio, where he passed the re- 
mainder of his davs. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis ume children were born, eight of 
whom are now living: Margaret Anna 
married A. M. Diee, a farmer hving in 
Fairfax township; Estella A, lives at home ; 
William ¢ed at an early age: Perry M. 
married Miss Millie Stephenik and lives in 
College township: Katherine Alice teaches 
school; Life married Shirjey 


Minor, a 
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farmer Jitving in College township; Maud 
S. 18 a school teacher; Minnie May lives at 
home; Lew married [ella Butler and lives 
in College townslip. 

Being a stanch Republican in polities 
and a very able man, Alr. Davis has been 
elected road supervisor for twenty years, 
also a schoo! director and justice of the 
peace, but he declined to fill the last named 
office. In religious faith he and his family 
are Baptists, and are held in the highest 
respect and esteem by all whe know them. 


——_—_—_——) 4 —___— 


WILLIAM 1... ATLL. 


Witham L. Fill, the well-knowat pro- 
prietor of Hill's flour and feed mls on 
Bulfalo creek, section 29, Bowlder town: 
slip. is one of the citizens that England 
furnished io Linn county. He 
born in bradford, Yorkshire, England, on 
the 25th of April, 1836, and is a son of 
Abraham and Mary (Leach) Hill, whto 
spent their 


has was 


entire lives in that country. 
The father was one of the first photographers 
ot England, which business he followed for 
some tine, but the greater part of his life 
Was spent as cashier and bookkeeper for 
the Bowling Iron Company of rad ford, 
Which buile the frst of the James Watt 
steain condensing engines in Eneland. He 
remained in the employ of that concern for 
many years, and died near \fanchester about 
186g. His wile also passed away in Man- 
chesier in 188s. Thev were the parents’ of 
five children, namely: Willian Leach, our 
subject; Roland, a civil engineer, who died 
in India; Mary Annie, also deceased; Thom- 
as, who died in \merica in 186g; and Vin- 
cent, who is now engaged in the oil busi- 
ness in Manchester, lnglancd. 
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Na. Flill, of this review, received a good 
practical education in early life, attending 
the high schools and colleges of Bradford, 
England. «At the age of fifteen he com- 
menced learning the 
England, he worked for 
for about Ave vears. In 1857 he 
Avantic to America and 


milling business at 
Skipton, where 
worked 
crossed 
first located in York, Canada, but after a 
short time spent at that place he removed 
to Embra. Canada, 
manufacture of oatmeal and was engaged 


the broad 


where he began the 


in the milling business for some time. 


Wishing to secure a better business educa- 
tion, he next went tu Buffalo, New York, 
where he touk a commercial course at Bry- 
ant & Stratton Business College. Mr. Hill 
as helper in a large 
New York, far 
about ten months, and then went ta [ndian- 


was Hext employed 
fHloauring mull at Lockport, 
apalis, Indiana, where he was engaged in 
about two years. 
Liter he fullowed the same occupation at 
Noblesville. Indiana, 1865, 
came to lowa, locating first near Marshall- 
town. 


the mulling business for 


until and then 
Ile was emploved in the mills of that 
vicinity nniul 1868. and from there came to 
Linn county and purchased his present nulls 
oy Buffalo creek, in Bowlder 
the ineantime he had engaged in milling at 
Omoha and other towns in the northwest 
lor a short time. 


touwniip. In 


He thoroughly under- 
» detail, 
the best nullers in id section of the 
His mills are run by water 
and occupy about twenty-five acre of land. 
In addition to this property he now owns 
¢ ood furm of one hundred 
acres in Bowlder township, and 1s success- 
fully engaged i its operation. 

Returning to Canada. Mr. Till was there 
Marnied in 1873 to Aliss Catherine Wilkin- 


stands lus business in ever anc 3 
Gne ol 


State. power 


and twenty 
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son, whom he had known in JEngland. She 
was born in Skipton, and is a daughter of 
Thomas Wilkinson, a nuller of that place, 
who always made his home in England. 
By this union 
viamely : 


children, 
Conklin, 
and resides 
William Wilkinson, a 


were born thre 
wife of Verner 
who is a carpenter by trade, 
near our subject: 
, Who makes his home with hus par. 
ents; o Mary, also at home. 

In politics Mi. Hill is independent, and 


Alice, 


farmer 


he has held several minor offices of honor 
and trust in Bowlder township. Although 


he has met with, reverses in life, he has 
steadily overcome all obstacles in his path 
to success, and is now quite well-to-do, hus 
prosperity having come to him through hits 
own well-directed efforts. 


telligent 


He is a very in- 
well-informed and 1s 
highly respected and esteemed by all who 
know him. 


anc iat, 


WILLIAM J. GREENE, C. E. 


William J. Greene was born in Chicago, 
Tilinois, on the 28th of November, 1861, 
and: is a son of George Greene, whose sketch 
appears om another page of’ this volume. 
As the family renioved to Cedar Rapids 
when he was only two years old, he was 
reared in this city, and his primary educa- 
tion was obtained in its public schools. 
Later he attended Coe College, Shattuck 
School, Fairibault, Minnesota, and Prince- 
ton College, Princeton, New Jersey, 
he graduated a civil engineer 
of 1885. THe then returned to Cedar Rap- 
ids, and has been connected with the elec- 
tric light company since its reerganizauion 
in 1887, He 


where 
in the class 


as manager of the concern. 
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has given his undivided attention to this 
work, and the success of the enterprise 1s 
manly due to his exceptional ability in his 
chosen calling and his sound judgment in 
business attairs. 

On the 7th of October, 1896. Mr. Greene 
Was united in marriage witl Miss Mae H. 
Whittam, a daughter of Judge I. N. Whit- 
tam, of Cedar Rapids, and to them has been 
born a son, Robert Whittam. Thev are 
members ot the Episcopal chureh and oc- 
cupy an enviable position in social circles. 
Alr. Greene is a prominent Masun and a 
member of IE] Nahir Temple of the Mvstic 
In his political alihations he is a 
Republican, but has never cared fer politi- 
cal honors. He rakes a deep interest, how- 
ever, in public affairs, ancl is a genial, court- 


Shrine. 


cous, enterprising and progressive man, of 
conmmendable public spirit. 


HON. STEPHEN L. DOWS., 


The Dows family, from which Stephen 
Leland Dows descended, originally spelled 
the name Dowse. They were among the 
early settlers in Massachusetts, coming from 
england only a few years after the Ply- 
mouth colony arrived. They located near 
Boston. The great-grandfather of Stephen 
L. resided in Charleston at the outhreak of 
the Revolution, and at the time of the bat- 
tle of Bunker Hill his property was de- 
streved. He is one of the brave men who 
aided im gaming our independence. Thearmas 
Dows, the eccentric and celebrated hil liep- 
olist. of Cambridgeport. was a great-unele 
of Stephen. He was a self-made man. 
largely self educated. and collected one of 
the largest libraries in the United States, 
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giving it, at his demise, tu the Massachu- 
setts Historical Sociely. -\ceording to the 
conditions of the gift, this library is kept in 
a fire-proof bitilding. and no book is allowed 
to go out of the building. He left prep- 
erty set aside especially for the endowment 
of the Dows course of lectures. which is 
given annually at Cambridge, the best talent 
in the country being employed for that 
course. In the town of Sherborn he caused 
a town hall to be erected at his expense, 
o1 which he placed an astronomical clock. 

The paternal grandmother of Stephen 
L. was a Leland, a family equally as dis- 
tinguished as the Dews family. The pedi- 
gree of the family 3s traced back distinctly 
to John Leland, bern in London, England, 
1 1512, an accomplished scholar flourish- 
ing during the ragn of Henry VII. Among 
his descendants in the old world were Rev. 
John and Thomas Leland, eminent authors 
ot the eighteenth century. Henry Leland, 
ihe progenitor of all who bear the name 
except by adoption, in this country, is sup- 
posed to have emigrated to the United States 
about 1652, and settled in what afterwards 
hecame the town of Sherborn, Massachu- 
setts. His children. who lived to grow up, 
were [xperience. Hope Still, Ebenezer. and 
leazer. from: whom has sprung a numerous 
family. many members of which are quite 
tlistinguished, as American biographical 
history shows. All left issue but Eleazer. 
Among the prominent men in this family 
was “Télder’? John Leland, many years a 
resident of Cheshire. Massachusetts. He 
lived a short time in Virginia, and in 1789, 
ina Baptist general conference, he boldly 
denounced slavery as a “violent deprivation 
of the rights of nature.” The prominent 
professional men and eminent scholars of 
this name are numbered by the hundred. 
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There are eleven generations. of the Leland 
januly in tis country. 

Stephen Leland Dows was born in New 
York city. on the gth of October, 1832, his 
parents being Adam Dows, a merchant in 
early life. and Maria Lundy, a daughter ot 
Caplain Lundy, of New York city. His 
grandfather, James Dows, was a soldier im 
the war of 1812-15, and was killed at the 
battle of Ottawa while on picket suty. 

At fourteen years of age the subject of 
this sketch went into a machine shop at 
Trov, New York, where his parents then 
At the end of two years he left the 
city of Troy, and started westward with a 
cash capital of seven dollars and fiity cents, 
He 


landed in Milwaukee with seventy-hve cents 


lived. 


and a pass to Buifalo on a line heat. 


in lis pocket; after a little delav proceeded 
to Green Bay. where he spent one year in 
lumbering; then went to Lake Superior, and 
was one of the first winterers in the then 
new town of Marquette: worked there in the 
first machine shop built, and ran the first 
engine ever siarted there; at the end of two 
year returned to Green Bay, acting as en- 
gineer until the spring of 1853, when he 
went to Muskegon, Alichigan, and super- 
istended a lumbering establishment. 

In 1855 the health of Mr. Dows failed, 
and he came to Cedar Rapids and became 
engineer and superintendent of the Variety 
Manufacturing Works. In company with 
other men connected with these works, in 
1860 he conveyed a quartz mill to Gold 
Hill. in the Recky Mountains, and with 
two voung men returned overland the next 
winter. driving a pair of mules from Denver 
to Omaha in seventeen davs, and having on 
one aceasion a narrow escape from Judians, 
being saved from robbery, and perhaps mur- 
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der, by the coolness and self-possession of 
Mr. Dows. 

After superintending the Variety Works 
another season, in August, 1862, he went 
into the army as lirst lieutenant ef Com- 
pany I, Twentieth Iowa Volunteer Infan- 
trv; in a sliort time was promoted to acting 
brigade quartermaster of the First Brigade. 
second division, army of the frontier; from 
exposure and overwork became disabled, 
and was obliged to leave the service in one 
year. 

Since 1863, Mr. Dows has been engaged 
He 


has been a suecessful and an.extensive rail- 


in public works and manufactures. 
road contractor, building more miles of 
railroad than any other man in the state of 
lowa. He was one of the men instrumental 
in building the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railroad, and was instrumental in 
bringing the Mlinois Central into Cedar Rap- 
ids. He started, in connection with Mr. J. 
H. Shaver, an extensive cracker factory in 
Cedar Rapids, which they operated for 
many years, but which has since gone into 
the trust, and is now called Continental Bis- 
cuit Company. Mr. Dows owns a large 
share of this property. He built, with Dr. 
J. F. Ely, the Dows and Ely Block, better 
known as the old postoffce block, at the 
corner of Second avenue and Second strect. 
This was for years the finest building in this 
city. Mr. Dows has other property in the 
citv and ottside of it, and has always been 
a great encourager of manutacturing and 
other industries tending to advance the ma- 
terial interests of Cedar Rapids, and in this 
work probably no man has dene more than 
he. In 1875, Mr Dows was elected state 
senator to represent Linn county, and in 
the sessions of the Gencral Assembly held in 
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1876 and 1878, he was chairman of the com- 
mittee on public buildings and on a number 
of other committees including railroads, 
jManufacturers, appropriations, penitentiary. 
lr 1878, he was chairman of the committee 
appointed to visit the penitentiary at Fort 
Madison. His practical turn of mined, has 
solid good sense, his sound judgment and 
great industry made him a valuable legis- 
Jator. On matters pertaining to the me- 
chanical arts he was regarded as the nestor 
O! the upper house. He hag always been 
a Republican from the organization of the 
party. 

Mr. Dows is 4 member of the Serond 
Presbyterian chureh of Cedar Rapids, and 
has been an elder of the same for over thirty 
years. Lor many vears he was SUpErin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school. Ile is a man 
of benevulent disposition, very generous to 
the pour, dispensing his charities in a most 
sacred manner. 

On the 31st of October, 18553. Mr. Daws 
Was uted in marriage with Henrietta \. 
salely, daughter of Thomas Safely, of 
Waterford, New York, and by this union 
six children were born: Minnie Maria died 
at the age of fifteen years. Elizabeth is 
the wile of Thompson McClintock, of Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania. Elma is the wife of 
Benjamin Thaw, of the sane city. Williauy 
G. is represented on another page of this 
work. Stephen Leland, Jr, ded Jaly 3, 
r8gg. at the age of thirty-two years. Hen- 
rietta is the wife of James E. Blake, of Cedar 
Rapids. Airs. Dows passed to her reward 
August 7, 1893. and her remains were ip- 
terre! in Oak Hill cemetery. She was a noble 
Christian woman and theroughly devoted to 
the interests of her family. Like her hus- 
hand, she was very social, abounding in hos- 
pitality, and many of the poor families in 
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Cedar Rapids have reason to bless her mem: 
ory and mourn her loss. 

Mr. Dows is purely a self-made man. 
Cast upon his own resources at an early age, 
he educated himself, developed into a skilled 
mechinic, and later in life inte an emin- 
ently successiul railroad contraetor, and a 
legislator with few peers in the common- 
wealth. Hle has been unusually successful in 
business, but at the present tine he is living 
retired, alihough he retains his interests in 
several business enterprises, and is a stock- 
holder and direeter in several banks. 

Interested in the cause of education, he 
is a trustee of both Coe College at Cedar 
Rapids and Cornell College at Mt. Vernon. 
Fraternally he is a Knight Templar Mason 
and an Odd 1 elluw. 





THOMAS BAER, 


This well-known and pepular business 
gian of Pratrieburg is of good ok] English 
Stock, having been born in Somersetshire, 
TFagland, in December, 1834. His parents, 
lott and Am Laker, were life-long residents 
ot that country, and by occupation the father 
In their family were five 
children, all of whom came to -\imerica, but 


was a farmer. 


they separated after their arrival in this 
country, and are now engaged in farming 
in different parts of Towa. 

Thomas Baker was sixteen years of age 
when, in 1850, he came to the United States 
with the other children, and on landing in 
New Yark proceeded at once to Dubuque 
county, Iowa, where he was engaged in 
farming near the village of Farley for about 
He then removed to Poca- 
hontas county, Iowa, where he purchased 


twenty years, 
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land and continued to engage in agricultural 
pursuits. 

While living in the latter county Mr. 
Baker was married in 1871 to Miss Esther 
Kogers, who was also a native of ingland 
and emigrated to America in 1848 with her 
This 
jaunilv first loeated in Dubuque county, and 
jrom there removed to Pocahontas county, 


parents, Jolin and Harriet Rogers. 


and later came to Linn county. lfor sev- 
eral vears Mr. Rogers was engaged in farm- 
ing in Bowlder township, but spent lus last 
years in retirement from active labor at 
His widow now makes her 
our subject. Mr. and Mrs. 
Baker have three children: Harriet, wife 
of Albert Pillard, a farmer residing on sec- 
tion 15, Bowlder township; Lulu, wite of 


Jacob Schleiker, a blacksmith of Prairie- 


Trainebure. 


home with 


Lure: and Richard Watson, who is engaged 
in clerkine in his father’s store and résides 
at heme, 

For ten years Mr. Baker resided in Po- 
cahontas county and devoted Ins attention 
to farming. He then came to Linn county 
and purchased a farm on section 35, Bowl- 
der township, making it lis home until 
1892, when he removed to Prairieburg and 
embarked in the furniture business. 
now has the largest store in the place and 
carries a well-selected stock of furniture, 
undertakers supplies, musical instruments, 
window shades, wall paper, paints, oils, 
trunks, valises, etc. Besides his own store 
building he owns three others in the village, 
seven business lots and several residences 
which he rents, and still owns his fine farm 
o! two hundred and twenty acres in Bowl- 
der township. All of this property he has 
acquired through his own unaided efforts, 
and he eminently deserves classification 


among the purely self-made men of Linn 


He. 
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county, who have distinguished themselves 
for their ability to master the opposing 
1orces of life and to wrest from fate a large 
measure of success and an honorable name. 
One of his leading characteristics 1 bust- 
ness affairs is his fine sense of order and 
complete system and the habit of giving 
careful attention to details, without which 
success in any undertaking is never an as- 
sured fact. He is to-day the largest prop- 
erty owner and wealthiest citizen of Pracrie- 
burg. He takes very little interest 11 poli- 
tics, but always supports the Democratic 
ticket. 


HENRY C. OXLEY, 


Among the progressive and enterprising 
business men of Marion, lowa, is Henry 
C. Oxley, a prominent stock dealer of that 
place, who is now serving as alderman from 
the Second ward. He is a native of Linn 
county, his birth having occurred in Marion 
township on the 3d of September. 1848. 
His father, John S. Oxley, was born near 
Lexington, Nentucky, in 1809, and married 
Jane Hawley, a native of Virginia. For 
ten vears they made their home in Indiana, 
and in 1840 came to Iowa, being numbered 
among the pioneers of this county. Here 
the father first took up three hundred acres 
of timber land from the government and 
also secured two mil] sites on Dig creek. in 
Marion township, and later pureliased six 
hundred acres of prairie land adjoining his 
first purchase, all of which ts still in pos- 
session of the family. 


took a very active and prominent part in the 


He and lis brothers 


early affairs of this locality. and were mem- 
bers of the vigilance committee. which was 
quite an important necessity m those days 
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to save their horses from being stolen. Ile 
died in 1878, honored and respected by all 
who knew him. His wife, who was an 
earnest member of the Alethadist Episcopal 
church, is also deceasecl. cluldren 
were Everet, who was born in Indiana, and 
died in Marion townslup, this county, at 
the age of twenty-seven years; Emeline, 
wile of John \V. Gray, of Marion; James 
DP., a farmer of Marion township, who was 
a soldier of the Civil war, and was twice 
taken prisoner, being confined in Anderson- 
ville prison for four months; Celia J.. who 
married Elihu Ives, and died March 28, 
1891; Georgian, wife of A. M. Secrest, a 
farmer of Marion township; Henry C., our 
subject; John T., a constable of Marion: 
and Marshall and Robert A., botl farmers 
Of Marion township. 

Henry C. Oxley grew to manhood an 
the home farm in Marion township, and is 
indebted te the public schools of this county 
tor his early educational advantages. though 
he later attended school in Mt. Vernon for 
one year. In 1870 he crossed the plains 
to California on horseback as the advance 
guard Of a train consisting of mules and 
horses and was about four months upon the 
raad. Alter prespecting in that state for 
five months he returned home by way of 
Wyoming. Tle made his expenses and thor- 
onghly enjoved the trip, which did him a 
ereat deal of good. as he gained forty 
pounds in weight. On his return to this 
county Mr. Oxley resumed farming, which 
he successiully carrie on until March. 
T888. when he rented his farm and removed 
to Marion, where he has since engaged in 
the stock Insiness. He deals principally in 
cattle and sheep. making a specialty of 
mulch cows. He still owns two hundred and 
thirteen acres of improved land valued at 


Their 
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sixty-five dollars per acre, some of which 
Was entered trom the government by his 
father in 1842. 

On the ist of January, 1872, Mr. Oxley 
was uuited in marriage with Miss Alice A. 
Ives. whose parents, George and Hannah 
(Jones) Ives, were also pioneers of this 
county and trom Connecticut and 
Oluo, respectively. By this union have been 
born three children. namely: Mabelle Clare, 
who was graduated from the Marion high 
school, is now Jiving at home; Carl L., also 
a graduate of the high school, won the 
scholarship out of a class of thirty-two, 
and is now a student in the second vear at 
Coe College, Cedar Rapids: and Hazel, still 
a pupil in the high school of Marion. The 
parents are both members of the Baptist 
church, and are worthy representatives of 
two Of the most prominent and well-to-do 
pioneer families of this county. Fraternually 
Mr. Oxley afiiliates with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and politically is 
identined with the Democratic party. \While 
ii the country he served as township assess- 
vr and school director, and in 1896, and 
again in T8gs, was elected to the city coun- 
cil trom the Second ward of Marien. As 


Wert 


‘one of the leading business men and repre- 


sentative citizens of that place he is justly 
entitled to prominent mention in the his- 
lory of his native county, with whose inter- 
ests he bas always been closely identified. 


5 


ALLEN P. BRESSLER. 


Among Cedar Rapids’ most active and 
enterprising business men is nunthered Allen 
P. Tressler, who was born here on the 4th 
of October, 1850. and has always made this 
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citv his home, his present residence being 
at No. 308 Sixth avenue. His father, Ja- 
cob C. Bressler, was a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, born March 23, 1821, and was a son 
of George Bressler, who was born in the 
There the 
father grew to manhood, and was married 
October 18, 1842, to Miss Barbara frford, 
whose birth also occurred in the Kevstone 
state, in 1824. In 1847 they came to lowa 
aml took up their residence in Cedar Rap- 
ids, which was then a mere village. Jacol 
C. Bressler had charge of the cooper shops 


sane state of German ancestry. 


here tor eight vears, and later engaged in 
house moving, Which business he established 
in Cedar Rapids about 1858, and which he 
continued to carry on throughout the re- 
mainder of his lite. He died in 
1892, at the age of seventy-one years, but 
his wile still survives him, a hale and hearty 
oll Jady ot seventy-seven years. 

During lis boyhood and youth Allen P. 
Dressler pursued lus studies in the schools 
of lus native city, and at an early age com- 
menced work with 115 


active 


He was 
with lim in business for some years, and 
then took up the same line of work tor 
himself, having devoted about thirty-tive 
years to house moving. 


father. 


He has bought, 
moved and fitted up a number of places, 
which he later sold, and has built whole 
blocks in a very short space of time. He 
1s oue of the successful business men of 
the city, and now owns considerable resi- 
dence and business property. For a short 
time he was also engaged in building rail- 
road and wagon bridges for the Canton 
(Ohio) Iron Bridge Company, but has 
made hause moving his principal ocupation. 
He is the inventor of a house-moving truck 
of considerable value in the business, and 
a portable capstan. 
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On the 27th of October, 1885, in Cedar 
Rapids, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Bressler and Miss Ella (larrier, who was 
born in Muscatine, Iowa, but was princi- 
pally reared in Cedar Rapids. Wer father, 
Nathaniel Harrier, was one of the pioneers 
of this state. Our subject and his wife 
have three children, namely: Leona, Carl 
and Allen, all attending the home schools. 

In his political views Mr. Bressler has 
been a life-long Republican, and has been 
a delegaie to both city and county conven- 
tions of his party. For a number of years 
he was a member of the police force, and 
also served as street commussioner for a few 
years, proving a very capable and faithful 
officer. Fraternally he ig a member ot the 
Ancient Order of United Workimen. He 
is widely known throughout the city, and 
justly merits the confidence and respect so 
freely accorded him by his fellow citizens. 
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S. HL, BAUMAN. 


S. H. Bauman, the well-known oil in- 
spector for the fourth district of Iowa, anda 
prominent resident of Mt. Vernon, was: 
born in Smithville, Wayne county, Ohio, on 
the 18th of April, 1842, and is a son ol 
Augustus and [lizabeth (Huntsberger ) 
Bauman, both natives of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, the former born November 
11, 1810, the latter August 17, 1817. They 
were married in Wayne county, Ohio, De- 
cember 31, 1839, and continued to reside 
until April, 1854, 

to Mount Vernon, [owa. 


there when they re- 


meveil They 
were the parents of eight clildren, namely: 
William Henry, born January 23, 1841, 


died June 12, 1841. Simon H., our subject, 
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is the next in the order of birth. Amos, 
born April g, 1844, died August 2, 1849. 
Susan F.. born November 7, 1847. was mar- 
ned, January 29. 1874, to S. L. Savidge. 
who died leaving two children, and for her 
second husband, she married A. S. Leib. 
Kasiah, born February 22, 1851, was mar- 
ried, February 27, 1872, to George A, Wil- 
cox, by whom she has three children. Chris- 
tian, born June 5. 1853. was married. March 
26, 1871. to Alice R. Buck, who died March 
24, 1891. leaving ftve children; he afterward 
married again. Emma Rebecca, born .\ugust 
27, 1855, diel March 17, 1861. The father 
of these children died at Mt. Vernon, No- 
vember 2, 1357. and the following vear the 
mother married William Hess. Her death 
occurred at Lisbon, Towa, November 14, 
1891. 

The subject of this sketch was a lad of 
twelve years when he accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal frem Ohio to Towa, 
and he has since made his homie in Mt. Ver- 
non with exception of two vears—r&65 and 
1866—spene at Dixon, Illinois. He attended 
the public schools of this place. and was also 
a student at Cornell College. but the death 
ol his father im 1857 interrupted his plans 
and prevented him from completing his col- 
legiite course. Soon afterward he became 
engaged in mercantile business in Me. 
Vernon. 

On the t7th of March. 1864, Mr. Bau- 
man was united in marriage with Miss Jane 
Elizabeth Ayres, of Dixon, Lee county, Ili- 
nois, who was bern in Fabius, Onondaga 
county, New York, October 23. 1837, a 
daughter of Oscar TF. and Maria (Birdsall) 
Ayres. Iler father was horn in Goshen, 
that state, Mav 9, 180g, and died in Dixon, 
Mlinois, August 14, 1883. while her mother 
was born i Nassau, New York, August 
16, 1813, and died at the home of her 
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daughter, Mrs. J. B. Crawford, in Clinton, 
Towa, May 2, 1893. Thev were married 
in Albany, New York, March 1, 1831, and 
celebrated their golden wedding almiversary 
at Dixon, Ihinois, Mareh 3, 1881. Unto 
them were horn eyght children, as follows: 
David Birdsall, born April 29, 1833, at 
Albany, New York, was married August 
HI, 1855. to Sarah J. Perry, and died at 
Dixon, HMlinois, in February, 1897, leaving 
two children: James Benjamin, born in 
Fabius. New York, March 30, 1835, was 
married November 3, 1857, to Jennette E. 
Cameron, of Kalamazoo, Michigan. and 
they live two children: Jane Ehzabeth, who 
heeame Mrs. Bauman. was the next of the 
family: Mary Maria, born in Dixon, Illinois, 
March 28, 1843. was married. June 17, 1868, 
at that place, to Harry H. Snow, who died 


1 Helena, Montana, December 5, 1895; 
Adalina, born .\pril 22, 1845, at Dixon, 
chect the following year; Harriet Eliza, 


horn at the same place, April 20, 1847. was 
there married, May 7, 1873. to Joseph B. 
Crawford: Emma Julia was born in Dixon, 
October 20. 1855. 

Mr. and Alrs. Bauman had three chil- 
dren: (1) Augustus Ayres, born in Dix- 
on, May 29, 1865, has made his home im 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa, since two vears of age, 
and is now ane of the publishers of the Mt. 
Vernon Hawkeve. Tle was married. -\ugust 
9. 1892. to Mary Gidehrist. of Vinton, Iowa. 
(2) Mavia Elizabeth, born in Mt. Vernon. 
Octoher 24, 1867, was married there, De- 
cember 21. 1898, to Jolin Neal Kvle, of that 
place. (3) Frederick Ayres, born in Mt. 
Vernon, February 7, 1876. was married, 
June 21. 1899, to Cordia Ferman, of Blairs- 
town. Towa, and they have one son, Corlyn, 
horn .\ugust 21. 1900. He is also connected 
with the publication of the Mt. Vernon 


Hawkeve. The mother of these children 
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died at Mt. Vernon, August 11, 1899, and 
Mr, Bauman was again married, October 
24, 1900, at Clinton, Iowa, his second union 
being with Mrs. Mary A. Snow, a sister of 
his first wife. 

In June, 1869, Mr. Bauman purchased 
the Mt. Vernon Hawkeye, which paper he 
successiully published for thirty years, and 
then turned it over to Ins two sons, who 
now have control of the same. He was ap- 
pointed postmaster of Mt. Vernon by Presi- 
dent Grant in 1872 and filled that office con- 
tinuentsly until after the election of Presi- 
dent Cleveland in 1885. He has also served 
as a member of the town council and city 
recorder with credit to hunself and to the 
entire satisfaction of his constituents. In 
July. a8g8. he was appointed state oi] in- 
spector hv Governor Shaw, and so acceptably 
did he fli rhe office that he was re-appointed 
in July, 1900, heing the present incumbent. 
Polineally. Mr. Bauman is an ardent Repub- 
lean, aud has been actively identified with 
the party since bayvhood. having always taken 
a dee interest in promoting its principles. 
He has also taken an active and prominent 
part in its management, serving for a num- 
ber of vears as a member of the county and 
congressional central committees, and a 
member of the state central committee two 
years. He has exerterl considerable influence 
in public affairs. and is a recognized leader 
Ol his party in the community where he re- 
sides. Fraternally, he is a member of the 
Mt. Vernon Loder, No, tra, A, P, & A. M. 


1L.EONARD S. STARK. 


Leonard S. Stark. the genial and pop- 
War proprietor of Stark's Hotel, was born on 
the 22g al February, 1847, in Cour Hessian, 
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in which country his parents, Jacob and Mar- 
garet Stark, spent their entire lives. The 
father was also engaged in the hotel busi- 
ness in lus native land. 
mine children. 

Reared in the land of his birth our sub- 
ject attended its common schools, and from 
the age of lifteen to eighteen vears had as 
an apprentice learned the trades of saddlery 
and upholstering in Sax \Veimer, and _ re- 
mained there until eighteen vears of age, 
when he sailed irom Bremen, Germany, 
bound for the new world, landing in New 
York on the 17th of July, 1865. He spent 
a month in that city working at the up- 
holsterer's trade, and then went to Newark, 
New Jersey, where he worked at the trade 
of making horse collars for one year, receiv- 


In his family were 


ing at first only hve dollars per week and 
later six dollars. His wages being so small 
he was forced to work at night to pay his ex- 
penses. After a year spent in New Jersey, 
he was next employed in Brooklyn, New 
York, for about nine months cutting col- 
lars: he then went to Cincago, where he 
followed lus trade for three months, also 
worked for a time at Sterling and Morrison, 
TMlinois, and was then in business at -Ana- 
mosa, Jowa, where he engaged in making 
harness and horse collars for a short time. 
On the 27th of December, 1867, Mr. Stark 
came to Cedar Rapuls and entered the em- 
ploy of John Thomas, serving as foreman 
of lis horse collar shop for nearly seventeen 
years. In t88r he purchased the hotel owned 
by Benjamin Springer at the corner of First 
street and Second avenue, and on leaving the 
employ of Mr. Thomas he took charge of 
In 1889 he erecterl lis present 
hotel, twenty by one forty 
feet. three stories brick. nicely finished and 


the same. 


hundred ane 


furnished, containing twenty-seven rooms, 
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and in carrying on the same he has met with 
good success. 

Mr. Stark was married, October 3, 1871, 
to Miss Amelia Bardhel, who was born in 
Wheeling. Hlinois, and they have become 
the parents of three cluldren: Theodore 
G., Leonard J., who married Anna Kacena, 
and George M. In his political athliations 
Mr. Stark is a Democrat, but has not cared 
for office. He has never had occasion to re- 
eret his emigration to the new world, for 
here he has prospered, and is to-day one of 
ihe well-to-do as well as one of the highly 
esteemed citizeis of Cedar Rapids. He is 
both widely and favorably known. 

Mr. Stark was for a time after buying 
the hotel in business for hinselt, manutactur- 
ing and selling horse collars. 


SEER cee 


THEODORE. C. MUNGER. 


Among the energetic business men of 
Cedar Rapids none are more deserving of 
representation in this volume than Theo- 
dore C. Munger, who as a puny manu- 
facturer has been promimently idenufed 
with the industrial interests of the city since 
the spring of 1881. Ikeen diserimination, 
untagyiug industry and resolute purpose are 
numbered among his salient characteristics, 
and thus he bas wo that prosperity which 
is the merited reward of honest effort. His 
home is at No. 226 lirst avenue, west. 

Mr. Mlunger was born in Oneida eoun- 
tv. New York, September 4, 1839, and is 
a son of Theodore 1]. Munger, whose birth 
occurred i the same county, in 1815, the 
grandiather, Reuben Munger. being a pio- 
necr ot that locality. His great-grandfa- 
ther was born im Massachusetts of [nelish 
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parentage, ail was one ol the first set- 
tlers of Oneida county, New York. The 
famtly was represented in the RNevolution- 
ary’ War, one of the ancestors of our subject 
having taken part in the battle of Lexing- 
ton. On reaching manhood Theodore H. 
Munger engaged in merchandising in his 
native county, at what is now Deanshoro, 
and there married Mass Emeline I°. Han- 
chett, who was also born there, her lather 
being also one of its early seitlers. She died 
in New York in 1843, but he subsequently 
married again. In 1845 he removed to 
Ilhnois by way of the Great Lakes, and 
crossed that State to Peorta county in what 
Subse- 
quently he took up his residence im lulton 
county, Illinois, where he put i operation 
an oil and sawnnll, and was engaged in 


was knuwn as a prairie schooner, 


the manufacture of lumber tor a time. In 
1852 he went overland tu Califcrnia, and 
Was engaged in mining there at the time of 
his death in 1854. 

Theodore C. Munger, our subject, was 
about six years ot age when the Jamuly re- 
moved to Llinois. and he grew to manhood 
in Peoria and Fulton counties. receiving 
but limited school advantages. -\fter lus 
father’s death he returned to New York 
and attended schvol in Clinton for a time, 
after which he engaged in teaching in 
Fulton county, lingis, in 1838. 1859 and 
1860. 

On the inauguration of the Civil war 
in 1861, Mr. Munger respouded to the 
president's first call for troups, but as the 
quota for the state was full the company 
Was not accepted. Later he enlisted for 
three years as a private in Company ©, 
Mlinois Volunteer Infantry, 
which regiment was assigned to the Army 
of the Lennessee. Ilis first engagement 
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was at Fredericksburg, Missouri, which was 
followed by the battles of Fort Donelson, 
Hatcher's Run, luka, the siege of Vicksburg 
and the battle of Yazoo. On the 22nd of 
May, 1863. he and a comrade, Chauncey 
Callaway, captured three prisoners who 
were fully armed with loaded muskets and 
were hiding under a brush heap, which 
they supposed was surrounded by the Union 
forces. This was during the storming of 
Vieksburg. when Mr. Munger and his com- 


Under 
the command of General John A. Logan 


panion were on the skirmish line. 


his regiment was ‘the first to march into 
Vicksburg. On the expiration of his term 
of enlistment our subject was honorably 
discharged at Springfield, Illinois, in June, 
1864. with the rank of sergeant. 

On leaving the army Mr. Munger en- 
gaged in farming in Fulton county, Dh- 
nois, for two vears, and then became inter- 
ested in the agricultural implement business 
in La Harpe, where he remained until 1878. 
He was a traveling salesinan a part of this 
time. In t&879 and 1880 he engaged in the 
nanufacture of wooden pumps at La Harpe. 
Coming to Cedar Rapids im 1881 he formed 
a partnership with James LaTourette. who 
was engaged in the manufacture of pumps at 
St. Louis, Missouri, and the year previous 
had established a branch here. In 1885 
a stock company was formed with Mr. La- 
Tourette as president; Mr. Munger as secre- 
tarv and treasurer: and L. M. Rich, who 1s 
represented elsewhere in this volume, su- 
perintendent; these three gentlemen being 
the stockholders. They have enlarged the 
plant, and now furnish employment to sixty 
men, They manufacture pumps. piping and 
tubing. and have built up an excellent trade, 
which extends throughout several] states. 


Mr. Munger has devoted his entire time 
48 
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and energies to this industry, and not a 
little of its success is due to his able man- 
agement, good business ability and sound 
judgment. The business having grown 
largely, in 1885 it was deemed advisable 
to erect a factory. A brick structure was 
built, 100x100 feet. two stories in height, 
on G avenue and Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, well equipped throughout and 
furnished with steam power. The capital 
stock of the conypany was first twenty-five 
thousand dollars, but this was increased 
from time to time until it is now one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Since its organiza- 
tion, Mr. Munger has been president of the 
Cedar Rapids Building and Loan Associa- 
He is a stockholder and director of 
the Citizens National Bank and the Ameri- 
can Trust & Savings Bank, and was one of 
Also 


tion. 


the organizers of both institutions. 
president of the Butler Company Cludiana), 
engaged in the manufacture of windmills 
and bicycles. 

On the 17th of October, 1877, Mr. 
Munger was married in Hancock county, 
Illinois, to Miss Grace Breed, a native of 
Fulton county, that state, and a daughter 
of Amos and Mary (flower) Breed, who 
were married in [llmois. Her father was. 
born in Connecticut, and im 1833 removed 
to the Prairie state, becoming one of the 
first settlers of Fulton county. He was 
a son of. Jonas Breed, a native of. Stoning- 
ton, Connecticut. The family to which he 
belonged was of English origin and was 
founded in America in 1630. His 
cestors first located in Massachusetts, and 


aii= 


were among those who fought for the in- 
dependence of the colonies in the Revolu- 
tionary war, taking part-in ‘the battle of 
Bunker Hill, the engagement being on 
Breed’s Hill, which was on the family es- 
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tate. At an early day sonte of the family 
settled in Connecticut. [-ron: Fulton county 
Mrs. Munger’s father removed to Hancock 
county, Ilmois, and is still living in La 
Harpe. Her mother died there in 18gr, 
and Alr. Breed has since married. Our 
subject and his wite have nine children, 
namely: Alice, who is now teaching in 
the schools ef Cedar Rapids; Ruth and 
Mary, both at home; Bessie, Grant B., 
John M., James La T. and Clara Belle, all 
in school: and Winnifred. 

Mr. Munger has never failed in his al- 
Jegianee to the Republican party since he 
cast his first presidential ballot for Abraham 
Lincoln in 1860, and for two years he ac- 
ceptablly Cedar 
Rapids. during which time he was active 


served as alderman of 
wut successiul im securing the present elec- 
tric Street car system with its west side 
extension. but has never cared for political 
honors. He and his wife hold membership 
mm the Universalist Church, and he also be- 
longs to Tl. Z. Cook Post, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of Cedar Rapids. He is a 
man Of excellent business and executive 
ability, whose sound judgment, unflagging 
enterprise and capable management have 
brought lim well-merited suecess. In man- 
ner he is pleasant and cordial, which, com- 
bined with his sterling worth, makes him 
one ot the popular citizens of his county. 


—" 


COL. WILLIAN G. DOWS. 


One of the truly representative citizens 
of Linn county is the subject of this sketch, 
who has ably served his district in the nven- 
ty-seventh and twenty-eighth General As- 
semblies of the state and who has an hoanora- 
Nle record 19 the Spanish-.\merican war. He 
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is a native of the Hawkeye state. born in 
Clayton county, August 12, 1864, and is a 
son ol Hon. 8. L. Dows, who is represented 
on another page of this voume. 

Col. Dows received his primary eduea- 
tion in the public schools, after which he was 
a student in Coe College, Cedar Rapids, for 
a tune, and then entered Shattuck School, 
at Faribault, Minnesota, taking the English 
course. Qn the completion of his college 
life, he entered the office of his father in a 
clerical capacity, and being later admitted as 
a partner in the business, he has remained 
with him ever since. 

On the gth of October, 1890, Col. Dows 
Was ulited in marriage with Miss Margaret 
B. Cook, daughter of J. S. Cook. deceased, 
Who is represented on another page of this 
volume. By this union two cluldren have 
been born—Sutherland Cook, born July 3, 
ISgt, and Margaret Henrietta. July 6, 18935. 

In 1883, Col. Dows became identified 
with the lowa National Guards, enlisting as 
a private, since which time he has filled 
nearly every position in the organization up 
to and including colonel of the regiment— 
the Irirst Reginent Iowa National Guards. 
When the war with Spain commenced he 
offered his services to the government and 
April 26, 1898, at Des Moines, lowa, he 
was mustered in as colonel of the Forty- 
ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. During his 
term of service he served with his regiment 
the greater part of the time in Cuba, and 
his regiment was one of the last to leave 
the island. After his regiment had been 
mustered out he was appointed into the army 
by the President for service in the Plulip- 
pines against the insurgents. but on account 
of lis extensive business interests he was 
Ohliged to decline the same. 

For some years Col. Dows has been very 
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“active in politics, and has exerted a wide 
and beneficial intluence in the councils of 
his party. At present he is serving as chatr- 
man of the Linn county central committee. 
Iu 1897 he was elected representative from 
his «istrict and re-elected in 1899. His 
ability was at once recognized Iby lis asso- 
cites in the legislature, and during his serv- 
ice ie has been upon most ot the important 
committees, serving as chairman of the ap- 
propriation committee, and a member of the 
wavs and means committee, printing and 
building and loans. 
societies the 
interested, 


In the various fraternal 
Colonel has been somewhat 
heing a member of Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 
263, A. F. & A. M., Trowel Chapter, No. 
4g. kk. A. M., Apollo Commandery, No. 26, 
kK. T., El) Kahir Temple of the Mystic 
Shrine. Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 141, 1. 
O. 0. [-., the naval and military order of the 
Spanish-American war, and af the military 
order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States. 

Col. Dows is one of the most popular 
men in Linn county. and stands high in 
social, business and political circles. He is 
ot the men of the 
state of lowa, and his influence for good 1s 
Quick to discern the 
good in every enterprise projected, he is ever 


ane foremost younger 


felt in various ways. 


willing to aid anything meritorious c¢al- 
culate] to advance the interest of Cedar 
Rapids and Linn county, asavell as the state 


ut la re, 


WILLIAM FREDERICK BROQEKSMIT. 


For almost Afteen years the subject of 
this sketch has served as freight auditor for 
the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 


Railroad, with headquarters at Cedar 
Rapids, and is one of the popular railroad 
men of the city. He was born in Madreon- 
ville, St. Tammany parish, Louisiana, Sep- 
tember 24, 1858, and 1s the only cluld of 
John C. and Jane (Burns) Broeksimt. Dur- 
ing his bovhood he pursued his studies in 
the common schools of is native parish, 
and at the age of thirteen vears joined his 
father at Cedar Rapids, his father beng con- 
the old Burlington, Cedar 
Here our 


nected with 
Rapids & Minnesota Railroad. 
subject attended school for several years, 
and in 1879 found employment in the car- 
penter shops of the same road. Two vears 
later he was transterred to the stationery 
supyly departinent as clerk, and remained 
there about a year. He next accepted a 
clerkship in the auditor's ofhMee under his 
father, being employed in that capacity from 
TS82 until \ugusr. 1885, when he was made 
chiet clerk in the freight auditor's office. 
He held the latter position until] October 1. 
1886, when he received the appointment of 
freight auditor for the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern Railroad, and has filled 
the office ever since with credit to himselt 
and ta the entire satisfaction of the com- 
pany. His duties have always been per- 
formed in a most conscientious and capable 
manner, and he well merits the conlidence 
nnposed im hum. 

On the 28th of September, 1886, Mr. 
Broekimit was united in marriage with Miss 
Fanny A. Tisdale, of Cedar Rapids, the 
ceremony being performed by 
She was born 


wedding 
Revs. Casebeer and Fowler. 
in Herkimer county, New York. the third in 
order of birth in a family of nine children, 
all still living, and in 1869 accompanied her 
parents, Daniel and Harriet L. Tisdale, on 
their removal to Cedar Rapids, where they 
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now reside. Mrs. Boeksntuit was educated in 
the schools of Cedar Rapids. Both she and 
her husband are members of the Second 
Presbyterian chureh of the city, and have 
a large cirele of friends and acquaintances 
throughout the community. In duis politica 
views. Mr. BGroeksmit is a Republican, and 
he takes a deep interest in public affairs, as 
every true American citizen should. 


JOHN M. NULL. 


For many years John M. Null has been 
numbered among the progressive and eu- 
energetic citizens of Cedar Rapids, and at 
present 1s He 
dates lis residence here from May 20, 1856, 
and as a contractor and builder was promi- 


practically living retired. 


nently identified with the business interests 
of the city tor fortv vears. He was born 
on the ist of January, 1828, in Frederick 
county, Maryland, of which place lis par- 
cuts, Wilham and Catherine (Zimmerman) 
Null, were also natives. The father was 
korn in 1801 of German ancestry, and was 
a son of John Null, an early settler of Fred- 
cniek county, Marvland, where the former 
spent his entire life as a farmer, dying there 
wn rdso. Our subject's maternal grandfa- 
ther, Michael Zimmerman, was of Enelish 
lineage. 

In the county of his nativity John M. 
Null passed the days of his boyhood and 
vouth, and acquired his early education in its 
common schools. He learned the carpen- 
ters and jomer’s trade in Frederick City, 
and when a young man went to Allegany 
county, Maryland. where he followed that 
In Mav. 1856, 
ie came to Lowa and took up his residence in 


occupation for some vears. 
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Cedar Rapids, which was them a small vil- 


j 


lage. His ability in his chosen vocation was 
soon widely recognized, and he commanded 
a liberal patronage. He erected a large num- 
ber of the business houses and private resi- 
cences, including some of the best in ihe city, 
and many pubhie buildings show his archi- 
tectural skill. He employed a large number 
ol expert mechanics, and successtully en- 
vaged in business here for forty years. He 
has purchased lots and ereeted a number of 
residences on his own account. 

In 1849, in Allegany county, Marvland, 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Null and. 
Miss [llen Gephart, a. native of Cumber- 
land Citv, Allegany county, that state, and 
She died 
in Cedar Rapids in 1886, leaving five chil- 
dren, namely: Kate, now M*rs. Orto, of 
Cedar Rapids; Lucy, wife of James C. Tin- 
, of the same place; John \W., a con- 
tractor and builder of Montana; Lizzie, wife 
of Frederick Munson, of Chicago, by whom. 
she has one child, Ellen; and Charles P.. 
who died in Cedar Rapids in 1885. 

Mr. Null was again married, in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, June 28, 1887, lis sec- 
ond union being with Mrs. Marv E. Guynn, 
who was born in lndiana, but was reared in 
this county, her father, Alfred T. MeDaneid, 
being one of the early settlers of Marion. 
By a former marriage Mrs. Null became 
the mother of the following named children: 
Mrs. Florence Welch, who has two sons, 
Charles H. and John; Theodore, now with 
our subject; Henry G., a resident of Art 
Bruce H. 


«a daughter ef Wilham Gephart. 


call 


zona; and Mary Etta, wife of 
Settis, of Anaconda, Montana, and they have. 
two children, Bruce and Celia. Mr. Null is 
the oldest contractor in the town by years. 

In his political views Myr, Null was orig- 
inally an old-line Whig, but in 1860 joined 
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the Democratic party, and has since fought 
under its banner. He has never cared for 
political honors, preferring to devote his en- 
tire time and attention to his busivess in- 
(erests. To-day he enjoys the reward of his 
painstaking and conscientious work. By 
his energy, perseverance and fine business 
ability he has been enabled to secure a com- 
fortable competence, and he can well afford 
to lay aside all business cares and spend his 
remaining vears in peace and quiet. Mrs. 
Null is a member of the Presbyterian church. 





GEORGE H. EASTERLY. 


Prominent among the representative 
farmers and highly esteemed c.tizens ot 
Franklin township is numbered George H. 
Easterly, whose home is on section 2. He 
was born in Kosciusko county, Indiana, May 
18, 1844, and on the paternal side is of Ger- 
man descent. His grandfather, Lawrence 
asterly, Sr., was a native of Pennsylvania, 
and not only worked at the blacksmith’s 
trade hut also engaged in preaching as a min- 
ister of the United Brethren church. At an 
early day he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Richland county, Ohio, where Ins 
father entered a tract of government laud, 
and he assisted in the arduous task of clear- 
ing away the timber and placing the land 
under cultivation. He erected a church on 
the farm and also laid out a cemetery, which 
became his resting place, as he died in Rich- 
land county. 

Lawrence Easterly, Jr., the father of our 
subject, was born in Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania, June 1, 1814, and grew to 
manhood on his father’s farm. He marned 
Miss Rebeeca Hamuuon, a native of Rock- 
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ingham county, Virginia, and continued to 
reside upon his father’s farm until 1842, 
removed to Nostiusko, Indiana, 
where he bought one hundred and sixty acres 
of Jand, only five acres of which had been 


when he 


broken, the remainder being timber land, 
After clearing about fifty acres he came to 
lewa in 1861, and spent three years in Cedar 
county. He then bought a farm in Green- 
field township, Jones county, where he made 
his home until 1870, and he came to Linn 
county and purchased a farm on section 2, 
Franklin township. There he continued to 
reside throughout the remainder of his life, 
his death occurring February 11, 1888. In 
his family were six children, namely: Mary 
Ellen, wife of Henry Towns, of Hamburg, 
Fremont county, Iowa; George H., our sub- 
ject; Albert, a resident of Mechamicsville, 
Cedar county, who first married Louisa 
Coleman, and after her death wedded Cath- 
erine Noos; John, who married Nancy Rob- 
inson and resides in Defhance, Shelby county, 
lowa; Catherine, who died at the age of one 
year; and Emma, wife of George Miller, a 
farmer of Franklin township, Linn county. 

In the spring of 1861 George I]. Last- 
erly came with the family to Iowa. He 
had previously acquired a good practical ecl- 
ucation in the schools of Indiana, and had 
also gained an excellent knowledge of agri- 
cultural pursuits while aiding IMs father in 
the work of the home farm. Buying a 
threshing machine and breaking plow, lie 
started out in life for himself in 1868, and 
for five years after his marriage he engaged 
in farming upon rented land. He then pur- 
chased forty aeres of land from his brother, 
and his father gave him a tract of similar 
size, to which he added by subsequent pur- 
chase until he now has one hundred and 
sixty acres of rich and arable land on sec- 
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tion 2, Franklin township. He has a good 
modern residence and substantial barns and 
outbuildings upon the place, and the neat and 
thrifty appearance of the farin plainly indi- 
cates his careful supervision and good busi- 
ness abtlity. 

On the 14th of Mareh, r870, in Jones 
county, lowa, Alr. Jtasterly was united in 
marriage with Miss Catherine Ann Spade, 
who was born in Marian county. Ohio, Sep- 
tember 9, 1848, and is a daughter of Tacoh 
and Catherine (Moyier}) Spade, both na- 
tives of Pennsylvania, where they continued 
to make their home unt after their mar- 
riage. JF'rom that state thev removed to 
Ohio, where the father first worked at the 
millwright’s trade, and also engaged in the 
marble business, and later followed farming. 
In 1852 he brought his family to Towa and 
located) on a farm in Jones county, two and 
a halt miles east of Fairview, where he made 
lis home tor sonie years. He then came to 
live with his daughter, the wife of our sul- 
ject, where he died very suddenly a few 
weeks later. He had ten children, six sors 


and four daughters, namely: Elizabeth, 
wife of Fmanuel Newman. of AMartelle, 
Jowa; Passa, deceased wile of Daniel 


Moyier, of Adair county, Iowa; Rosina H., 
wile of Robert Hester, of Texas; Catherine 
A., wite of our subject; Elijah, who died 
at the age of sixteen years; Jol, who died 
in infaney; Ami, who married Rose Under- 
wood and lives in southern Kansas ; George, 
a resident of Martelle, lowa: William i 
who married Alice Rudisil and resides in 
South Dakota; and Jacoh, whe married 
Emma Brown and makes his home in the 
sume State. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ivasterly were born 
eight children, as follows: Ida “., bern in 
Jones county February 25, 1871, is the wife 
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of Samuel Doubeuntier, who lives on a farm 
near Alburnett, Linn county, and they have 
one child, Pay: Esta, bern in Linn county 
October 2, 1873, died January 21, 1893; 
Vache, born February 24, 1875. is at home ; 
Roxie, born February 27, 1877. is the wife 
of Charles Hill, of Mt. Vernon, and they 
have one cluld, Mary Mav; Willard, born 
Octoher 3, T882, is at home with his par- 
ents; Clemence, horn August 10, 1881, died 
June 7, 1886; Huldah, horn July 10, 1884, 
is also at home; and Delbert. born October 
2, 1889, died Mareh y. 1897. Mrs. Easterly 
is a member of the Lutheran chureh, and 
the fanuly are people of the highest respecta- 
bility, who have a large cirele of friends and 
acquaintances in the conmmunity where they 


reside. 


RICHARD LORD. M. Dp. 


Dr, Richard Lord, one of Cedar Rapids 
most progresstve physicians and surgeons, 
was born in Mantorville, Dodge county, 
Minnesota, on the 28th of October, 1868, 
his parents being Samuel and Louisa 
(Compton) Lord. The father was a native 
uf Meadville, Pennsylvania, and there grew 
to manhood and was married. He acquired 
his literary education at Allegheny College 
of that place. and later took up the study of 
law and was admitted to practice in Penn- 
svivama. About 1860 he removed to Min- 
hesofa, where he Lollowed Ins chosen pro- 
P@ssion., the mast active — 

the 
party aim dus lJecality, and 
elected) to both the lower house 
and the senate of the state legislature, 
where he served for some time. Later he 
was clected judge of the fifth jucicial district, 


He was ane of 


ind promiment representatives of 
Kepublican 


Was 
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anti wis holding that office at the time of 
Ilis 
Goth were 


his death, which oceurred m1 1880. 
wife had died the vear previous. 
members of the Episcopal church and were 
people of prominence. 

In therr family were eight children, of 
whom four are still living, viz: Samuel is a 
leading lawyer of Iasson, Dodge county, 
Minnesota, and is now a member of the 
state senate. He, too, takes an active mter- 
est in political affairs. and was chairman 
of the Minnesota delegation at the national 
1900. 
Hugh C. is a leading attorney of Ene, 


convention held in Philadelplia in 


Pennsylvania, and is prominent in Repubhi- 
can polities. Myrtle .\. is an artist of abtlity, 
who has devoted several years to study in 
urepe, but on account of ill health is not 
actively engaged in her art work at present. 
She resides with her brother in Erie, Penn- 
sylvania. The Doctor completes the tantly. 

During his boyhood and youth Dr. Lord 
attended school in Mantorville, Kasson and 
Faribault, Minnesota, where the fannly re- 
sided at different times, and Tater was a 
student in the Uiiversity or Alinnesota at 
Minneapolis. Subsequently he took a four 
years’ course at Rush Medical College, Chi- 
cagu, and was graduated in 18y3. He first 
located at Louisville. Nebraska, where he 
was engaged in practice for three years and 
in the fall of 1896 came to Cedar Rapids, 
where he has succeeded in building up a fine 
and Jucrative practice. Ile is a member ol 
the staff of St. Luke's hosjntal, and is also 
supreme medical examiner Jor the Fraternal 
Bankers Reserve Saciety. Vraternally he be- 
longs do the Union Medical Seciety and thre 
Stute Medical Society of Towa, and is a 
charter member of Maine Ledge, I. O. O. F., 
of which he is now a past grand. 

In i894 Dr. Lord married Miss Jessie 


=) 





A. Leedy, and they now have one child, 
Josephine C., who was born September 28, 
iXyy. Mrs. Lurd was born in New Provi- 
dence, Hardin county. Towa, the daughter 
of Henry M. and Mary [Elizabeth (Jobn- 
ston} Leedy, but at the time of her marriage 
was living with her foster parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. L. Lang, at Wasioja, Dodge county, 
Minnesota. She was educated in the sem- 
nary at that place and at Oberlin College in 
Oberlin, Ohio, taking a course in vocal music 
Re- 
ligiously she is a member of the Methodist 
[episcopal church. 


at the Conservatory of Music there. 


WALTER H. BERRY. 

This energetic and enterprising agricult- 
urist, residing on sectton 21, Bertram town- 
ship, was born in this county, Apri! 29, 
1856, and is a son of Robert Berry, whose 
sketch appears on another page of this vol- 
tune. Reared on his father’s farm, he was 
educated in the district schools af the neigh- 
borhood, which he attended during the 
winter months, while through the sumuner 
season he aided in the labors of the fields. 

On the 28th of April, 1880, in Bertram 


township, Mr. Berry was united in marriage 


with Miss Almeda Harrison, who was born 
ain Mt. Vernon, this county, January 3, 
18s7, and is a daughter of Jacob and Ar- 
delia (Look) Tarrison, natives of New 
Jersey and New York, respectively. An ex- 
tended skeich of the Harrison family will 
he faund in the biography of W. H. Har- 
rison on another page of this work. Mrs. 
Berry is the oldest in a fannly of five chil- 
dren the others being William H., just 
mentioned; Marv, wife of Frank Brown, 
who lives north of Bertram; Jacob, who 
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married Hannah Berry and resides in the 
west; and Lucinda, wite of [rank Thomp- 
son, a farmer of Marion township, this 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Berry have five ehil- 
dren: Ardelia, horn March 6, 1881, com- 
pleted her education in Marion and ts now 
at home with her parents. Thomas, born 
Augnst 16, 1882, assists his father with the 
farm work. Jn additton to attending the 
Marion high school, he also took «a course 
in the Cedar Rapids Business College. Will- 
mun, horn September 26, 1885, Almeda, born 
March 4, 1887, and Mary, born December 
19, 1894. are all attending school. 

After hits marriage Mr. Berry operated a 
rented farm for three years and at the end 
of that time removed to his present place on 
section 21. Bertram township. where he has 
made many imprevements, though his fine 
residence and commocious barn were built 
by lis father. To the original tract our 
subject has added one hundred and seventy- 
five acres of land. He gives considerable 
attention to the breeding of a high gerade 
of cattle. making a spectalty of the short 
horn breed, and also raises horses and hogs 
for market. Ie is a very progressive and 
practical farmer and as he thoroughly un- 
derstands his chosen vocation in all its vari- 
ous departments, he has met with remark- 
able suecess. He and his family atlend the 
Methedist Episcopal church, and he is a 
supporter of the Democratic party ane its 
principles, 

———~4+-__-_ 


JAMES H. CROSBY, A, B.. LI. B. 


Tltis_vell-known and successful attorney 
of Cedar Rapids, Towa, was bern in a lear 
cakin in Jefferson county, Wisconsin, Oc- 
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tober 28, 1866, and is a son of fames and 
Elen (Biglan) Crasbv, natives of Ireland. 
The father came to America in early youth 
and settled in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
whence he removed to Wisconsin in 1858. 
There he engaged in farming until the spring 
of 1869, when he came to Lowa and located 
in Lucas county, where he continued to fol- 
low that occupation until called to his final 
rest May 15, 18908 His widow is now liy- 
ing in Cedar Rapids with a daughter, Cath- 
erme A. Crosby. Of their six children our 
subject is the youngest, and he and his sister 
Catherine are the only ones. residing in Linn 
county. 

During his bovhood Mr. Crosby pur- 
sued his studies in the district schools of 
Lucas county, but from the time he was old 
enough to be of any assistance he worked 
on the farm most of the vear, only attend- 
ing school for a short term during the win- 
ter months. He aided in breaking prairie, 
grubbing and such other arduous duties 
which usually fall to the lot of a farmer’s 
In 1887 he entered 
st. Ambrose College at Davenport, where 
he took a classical course and was graduated 
In 1889 with the degree of A.B. Mr. Cros- 
by was next a student in the law department 
of the State University at Iowa City, and, 
on graduating from that institution with the 
degree of LL. B. in 1891, he was adinitted 
to practice before the various courts of the 
state. In July of the same year he came to 
Cedar Rapids and opened an office. It was 
not long before his ability in his chosen pro- 
fession was recognized, and to-day he en- 
joys a very large and luerative practice, 
which extends to several adjacent counties 


Son i a new country. 


and has been built up by his own unaided 
efforts, so that he may be justly styled a 





J. H. CROSBY. 
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seli-mmade mart. He has ever made it a 
practice after examining his clients to aid 
them to the best of his ability if he finds that 
they have a just cause, no matter whether 
they be rich or poor, although knowing that 
froin the latter he may receive no remuner- 
ation. He is a logical reasoner, has a ready 


command of language, amd manages his. 


cases with masterly skill and tact. 

On the 30th of October, 1894. Mr. Cros- 
by was united in marriage with Miss Mar- 
garet A. McGovern, of lowa City, a daugh- 
ter of Hugh McGovern, who was one of the 
oldest settlers of that part of the state. Ly 
this unien have been born three clildren, 
Margaret Mary, Edward James 
and Alice Catherine. Mr. and Mrs. Crosby 
are both members of St. Patrick’s Catholic 
chureh of Cedar Rapids, and he also be- 
longs to the Ancient Order of United Work- 
nien, the Knights of the Maccabees, and the 
Tribe of Ben Hur. In his political views 
he is a Democrat, but is not a politician in 
the sense of office seeking. Ile always re- 
spects the opinions of others, though they 
tav differ from his own, and he accords to 
all the fullest liberty of thought and expres- 
sion. While in business 
rather strict, he is liberal to employes and 
desires them to take advantage of all pleas- 
ures and holidays which they can afford. 
He has been found to be the laboriny man’s 
friend as against any injustice from cor- 


namely : 


matters ne 1s 


porate power or moneyed influence, but 1s 
not opposed to corporations if kept within 
reason and right. In manner he 1s pleasant 
and genial, and enjoys a good joke or story, 
whether on himself or others. Thus makes 
him quite popular socially, and he has made 
many warm friends during his residence m 


Cedar Rapids. 
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ELY WiHST. 


Ely West, an experienced farmer and 
stock raiser, who owns and successtully op- 
erates a farm of two hundred and: thuirty- 
seven acres on sections 20 and 21, l*rank- 
lin township, claims Ohio as his native state, 
his birth having occurred in Fayette county, 
June 29, 1854. His parents were Wesley 
and Polly (McKay) West, natives of Ken- 
tucky and Ohio, respectively. 
inarried in the latter state, where they con- 
tinued to make their home until the fall of 
1859, and then came to Linn county, Iowa, 


Thev were 


locating on a farm in Franklin township, 
which was their home for three vears. They 
next removed to the farm now owned by 
Mr. Bair, and in the fall of 1877 returned 
to the farm on which they had first resided. 
Upon that place the father died in the spring 
of 1895, but the mother is still living and 
now makes her home in Peterson, Lowa. 
In the family of this worthy couple 
Sally, wife 
of Thomas Oldham, of Eldorado, Kansas ; 


were twelve children, namely: 


Margaret, who first married Peter Harmon, 
and second Jerry Thomas, of Mt. Vernon: 
Isaac, who married Eva Seott and lives on 
a farm near Mt. Vernon; Thomas, who mar- 
ried Lucinda Leonard and resides in Paw- 
nee City, Oklahoma; Elijah, who married 
Clara Ziegler and makes his home in Mt. 
Vernon; David, who married J.ou Ptantz 
resides west of Mt. Vernon; Flora, 
deceased wife of George Waln, of Clarion, 
Towa; Mary, wile of Rey. Charles Kirk, ot 
Peterson, Iowa; Ely, our subject; Hattie. 
wife of Homer Harper, of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; and two who died in infancy. 

The subject of this sketch was Ave years 
of age when in the fall of 1859 the family 


and 
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caine to Linn county, Iowa, and took up their 
residence upon a farm of one hundred and 
Iwenty acres on section 16, Franklin tuwn- 
Tle 


attended the common schools until eighteen 


slup, where he was principally reared. 


vears of age during the winter season, while 
the summer months were devoted to the 
work of the farm. He remained under the 
parental roof untit after he attained lus ma- 
jority. 

On the and af March, 1876, at Marion, 
Jowa, Mr. West was united in marriage 
with Miss Jane Hayden, who was born in 
Clinton county, Towa, Mav 9. 1855. a daugh- 
ler of Nathaniel and Maria (Pierce) Hay- 
den, the former a native of Indiana, the 
latter of Ohio, where their marriage was 
celebrated. Tt was in 1855 that her parents 
came west and took up their residence in 
Clinton county, Iowa, but after living there 
for three years they removed to Cedar voun- 
ty, and in 1862 came to Linu caunty. the 
father purchasing a farm in Franklin town- 
ship. There he died March 1. 1897, and 
his wife passed away in February, 18s, 
both being laid to rest in the Mt. Vernon 
cemetery. They had seven children, name- 
Iv: Angelina, whe first married Daniel 
Grant, and after his death became the wife 
of Henry Vaylor, of Onetla. Towa: Jivehia 
A., who married Jesse Thomas, af Me. 
Vernon and died in 892: Pieree who mar- 
ried Alice Christman and lives in Pomona, 
Kansas; Zura, who marrie! Jaue Dill and 
resides in Dertram, Towa: Sylvester, who 
niarried Louisa Pieree and both died in Me. 
Vernon: Allen, who married Stella Wins- 
low and amakes his heme in TLinealn, Ne 
braska; and Jane M.. wife of our subject. 

Nine children blessed the union of Mr. 
aid Rlrs. West, namely: Charles, born Feb- 
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ruary 7, L877, Is a Slendgrapher and beok- 
keeper of Tilton, lowa. Clarence Earl, born 
July 7, 1880. was accidentally drowned in 
Cedar river. June 13, 1897: Leila, born 
July 19, 1883, is at home with her parents; 
Glenn, born December 14, 1886, died No- 
vember 6, 1889; Ely, born December 31, 
1887, died February 12, .888; and Irwin, 
born February 20, 1889. Ruth, born Sep- 
tember 14. 1891, Louis George, born De- 
cenpber, To, 1894, and Clyde Lawrence, born 
November 23, 1895, are all at home. 

Alter his marriage Alr. \West rented one 
of his father’s farms for a year, and then 
rented the farm belonging to his father, 
which his brother had previously operated. 
A year later he leased the farm adjoining 
the pne he new occupies, and after living 
there for three vears he moved to a place 
north of Mechanicsville, in Pioneer town- 
ship, Cedar county, where he purchased one 
hundred and five acres, making it his home 
for a year and a half. In the spring of 
1882 he sold our and returned to [inn coun- 
ty, buying a farm of one hundred and thirty- 
lour aeres on section 21, Franklin township, 
te which he has since added uti) he now 
has two hundred and thirty-seven acres on, 
sections 20 and 2r. He has made many 
Improvements upon the place in che way of 
building, but the house which he erected 
in 1896 was destroyed by fre May 27. 1y00. 
With characteristic energy, however, he at 
once sel to work to replace it, and now has 
an elevant and cemmudious lame supplied 
He makes 


, ; ne : 6s sa glee 
a specalty of stack raising, and feeds ah 


with all mwodern Huprevements. 


Ihe grain raised upon his nlace to his stock. 
socrelly he helongs to Todge No. 522, I. 
QO. 0. F., and Eureka Lodge. No. 45, Legion 


uf Tlonor, both of Ar. Vernon, and political- 
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le he affihates with the Jkepubhean party. 
He is a genial, companiable gendeman, who 
makes many triends and is lightly respected 
by all who know him. 





ELTON E. DOOLITTLE. 


Among the progressive farmers and rep- 
resentative citizens of Jackson townslup 1s 
numbered Elton FE. Doolittle, who was born 
inn New Haven county, Connecticut, Sep- 
tember 7, 1833, and is a worthy representa- 
tive of a good old New England fanny, his 
parents being Levi and Esther (Tuttle) 
Doolittle. both of whom were natives of thre 
oli] Nutmeg state. The father spent the 
mast of his life in New Haven county en- 
paged in farnung, and both the and his wite 
died there. They had a family of ten chil- 
dren, Matilda IJthzabeth. Levi. 
Francis, Abigail and Adolphus. all] deceased ; 
Iliza, now the widow of Rufus Hitchcock 
and a resident of Milldale, Connecticut ; 
Augustus; Leonard; and Elton FE. All re- 
ceived nothing more than common school 
educations. 

Mr. Doolittle, of this sketch, began Ins 
business career as an emplove in a clock 
tuctory at Southington, Connecticut, and 
later worked asa gunsmith and blacksmith at 
the same place. While there he was married, 
Octuber 2, 1859, to Miss Ellen H. Russell, of 
New Haven county, who was born February 
25, 1839, a daughter of Charles L. and 
Amanda (Gord) Russell. During his active 
business life her father followed farming 
in that county, and there he is still living 


namely : 


at the advaneed age of ninety-two vears, 
while his wife has reached the age of eighty- 
six. OF the five children born to Mr. and 





Mrs. Doolittle, Addie, Charles Albert and 
Charles Levi, are all deceased. These liv- 
now the wife of Perey 
gardener residing in 
Cheshire, Connecticut; and Minnie Leola, 
wife of Danie] L. Castle, a farmer living 
near Marion, Linn county, Towa. 
It was in Iebruary, 1864, that AIr. Doo-: 
little came west and took up his residence 
in |.inn county, Towa. 


ing are Jennie, 


Sloper, a market 


He purchased his 
present farm on section 16, Jackson town- 
ship, and has since successfully engaged in 
general farming and stock raising. Ie¢ has 
also given considerable attention to fruit 
culture, and in his orehard ts one of the 
oldest apple trees in the county. He has 
always been a hardworking man, and the 
suceess that has attended Ins efforts is cer- 
tainly well merited. By his batlot he sup- 
ports the men and measures of the Repub- 
lican party, but has never cared for political 
honers. Loth Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle are 
members of the Jackson Congregational 
ehurch of their township and are people of 
the highest respectability. 


WILLIAM J. GORMLY. 


Numbered among the successful farm- 
ers and stock raisers of Tranklin township 
is William J. Gormly, whose homie is on sec- 
lion 18 Ile was bern in Londonderry, 
County Ivrone, Ireland, March 6, 18635, and 
is a son of William and Eliza (Rankin) 
Gormly, whose family history is given i 
connection with Dr. Thomas A. Gorniy, 
on another page of this volume. At the age 
of six years he came to America with Ins 
parents ott the steamer Caledonia, and after 
a voyage of seventeen days landed in New 
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York. In passing through Chicago thev 
stoped to see the ruirs of the great fire m 
October, 1871, and thn proceeded to Linn 
county, Iowa. The father bought the old 
Lob Stinson farm of one hundred and thirty- 
six acres, on section 18, Franklin township, 
and there our subject grew to manhood. 
He attended the district schools af the neigh- 
horhood and later was a student at Cornel 
College, where he completed his education 
at the age of twenty-one. On the death of 
his father, fis brother, Dr. T. A. Gormly, 
took charge of the farm, and when the latter 
removed to Colorado, our subject assumed 
its management and has since successfully 
engaged in its cultivation. 

Mr, Gormly was married in Bertratn 
township, this county, December 27, 1899, 
to Miss Anna L. Ford, who was born in Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, August 25, 1876. — She at- 
tended first the district schools her 
childhood home, and later the high sehool 
of Mt. Vernon, where she was graduated 
with the class of 1893. For seven terms 
she was a student at Cornell College, but 
left that institution when in the sophomore 
vear. Prior to her marriage she taught 
school in Linn and Johnson counties, lowa, 
eight terms. Her parents are D. W. and 
Mary O. (Neff) Ford, the former a native 
of Vermont, the latter of Massachusetts. 
They were married in Mt. Vernon, Iowa, 
and for two vears made their home in Es- 
therville, where they were engaged in teach- 
ing school. Subsequently they followed the 
same profession im Algona, lowa, for two 
years, and then returned to Mt. Vernon, 
Mr. Ford being connected with the furni- 
ture store of Myron Neff for a time. He 
then operated a rented farm near that place, 


Near 


and subsequently bought a farm in Bertram 
township, to the cultivation of whieh he has 
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since devoted his energies. Mrs. Ford 
taught school in the east for a number of 
years, and was one of the professors at 
Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, for five years. 
Later she was associated with her hushand 
in teaching. Both are graduates of Cornell 
College. Unto them were born three chil- 
dren, namely: Anna L., wile of our sub- 
ject; Charles H., who is with his parents; 
and Clara, who died at the age of one year. 

Mr. Gormly is quite extensively engaged 
im stock raising, making a specialty of breed- 
ing thoroughbred Poland China hogs, and 
also raises a high grade of cattle, sheep ane 
horses for market. He not only feeds all 
the grain he ratses to his stock, but 1s com- 
peled to buy more for the same purpose, 
believing stock raising to be more profit- 
able than general farming. and the has met 
with wonderful success. Religiously he is 
a member of the Presbyterian church, and 
politically is identified with the Republican 
party. He has served as school director, 
and gives his suppirt to all enterprises caleu- 
lated to advance the moral, educational or 
naterial welfare of lis township and county. 


JUDGE ISAAC WN. WHITTAM. 


For forty-six years this gentleman has 
heen engaged in the practice of law in Cedar 
Rapids, Jowa, and is one of its oldest and 
most ‘honored citizens. ITlis early home was 
on the other side of the Atlantic, for he was 
born in Laneastershire, England, April 9, 
1824, a son of Richard and Sarah (Fletcher) 
Whittam, both natives of the same shire. 
By occupation the father was a woolen man- 
ufacturer and devoted his attention to-that 
business throughout ithe greater part of his 
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life. On coming to this country, in 1835, 
he located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
where he followed the same pursuits, being 
one of the pioneer woolen manufacturers of 
that state. In religious belief he was an 
Episcopalian. He died’ near Bradford, 
Pennsylvania, at the ripe old age of eighty- 
The mother of our subject died 

Of their five children all are 
now deceased. with the exception of Isaac 


five years. 


in England. 


N.. who was the youngest. 

Judge Whittam was educated in the 
schools of his native land, and began a 
collegiate course, but in 1640, at the age 
of sixteen vears, he came to the United 
States, sailing from Liverpool to New York. 
The voyage lasted seven weeks, the vessel 
encountering a number of severe storms, 
and losing part of the bulwark. The Judge 
hegan to think he would never reach -Amer- 
ica. but at Jength the vessel dropped anchor 
in the harbor of New York. He proceeded 
at once to Philadelphia, where he spent two 
years with an uncle, and then went to Yates 
county, New York, where his father was 
running a woolen mill. There he attended 
school for a time, and also learned the trade 
of a woolen inanufacturer. 

In 1848 Judge Whittam removed to 
Aurera, Kane county, llinois, and became 
manager of Stolp's wolen mill at that place, 
having charge of the same until October, 
1850, when he came to Cedar Rapids, Towa. 
He and his wife aud baby made the trip in 
a one-horse buggy, crossing the Mississippi 
river at New Albany. Whiteside county. 
Hlinois. Cedar Rapids at that time was a 
village containing only one hundred and fhity 
inhabitants. Judge Whittam took charge 
of a woolen mill for the Bryans and man- 
aged it about a vear. While a resident ol 
Penn Yan, Yates county, New York, he 


985 








commenced the study of law, and completed 
his preparations to enter the legal profession 
with Judge George Greene, of Cedar Rapids, 
who was on the supreme bench. Our sub- 
ject was admitted to the bar in October, 
1854, and has since engaged in active prac- 
tice, with the exception of six years, when 
serving as justice of the peace. 

On the roth of April, 1845, Judge Whit- 
tam wedded Miss Maria J. Cole, a native 
of Somersetshire, England, by whom he has 
four children, three still living, namely: 
Fannie, wife of James Russell, of Williains- 
burg, Iowa; J. J., who is engaged in the 
wholesale confectionery and bakery business 
in Corsicana, Texas; and Jennie Mohler, 
wife of AA. L. Mohler, a prominent railroad 
official. Mrs. Whittman died in December, 
r&s6, and on the 8th of August, 1857, the 
Judge was again married, lis second union 
being with Miss Relief Ayers, a native ot 
Maine. Of the seven children born of this 
Relia 
W., wife of Lou W. Vail, ex-state senator 
and a prominent attorney of Goshen, Indi- 
ana; Cora, head bookkeeper of the Ameri- 
can Linseed Oil Company, of Clicago; 
May H., wife of W. J]. Greene. of Cedar 
Rapids, whose sketch appears on another 
page of this volume: and Rae L., contract- 
ing agent for the Frisco Railroad at St. 
Louis. Louisa died at the age of twenty- 
one years, and the other two children died 
in infancy. The mother of this family de- 
parted this life October 17, 1899, and her 
remains were interred in Oak Hill cemetery. 


marriage four are living, namely: 


Religiously Judge Whittam is a member 
of the Episcopal church. and socially is a 
member of Herman Lodge, No. 263, I. & 
A. M.. being the oldest Mason initiated in 
Cedar Rapids now a resident of Iowa. For- 
merly he was also connected with the Inele- 
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pendent Order of Odd Fellows. In poli- 
tics he has beer identified with the Republi- 
can party since its organization, and has 
served as a delegate to its conventions. He 
has been quite prominently connected with 
public affatrs, serving as the last mayor of 
the ok! town, and during his administration 
1 1856 the city was incorporated. Later 
he was twice re-elected to the same ortice, 
but at length resigned in order to give his 
undivided attention to his constantly in- 
creasing practice. He served as city at- 
torney twelve vears, and was police justice 
two terms. fn all the relations of lite he 
has been found true to every trust reposed 
in him, whether public or private, and has 
the confidence and high regard of all who 
know lin, 


THOMAS A. GORMLY, D. D: S. 


Dr. VYhomas .\. Gormly, the present 
mayor @f Mt. Vernon, and a prominent 
dentist of that place. was born in county 
Tyrone, Ireland, in 1858, and began his 
education in the national schools of that 
country. Jn ms7r he aceampanied his par- 
ents, William and Eliza (Rankin) Gormly, 
on their entgration to America. In early 
life the father was empleved as buyer tor 
a nulhng company. and later was with a imer- 
cantile concern in Glasgow, Scotland. but 
on account of failing health he returned 
to his father’s farm in Ireland where he 
was born and reared. On coming to the 
United States he located on a farm in Frank- 
lin township, this county, about three miles 
southwest of Mt. Vernon, where he died 
in 1879. His wile survived him several 
years, passing away October 21, 1898. 

This worthy couple were the parents 


ly attended Coe 


. 


oF eight clildren, of whom Thomas A. is 
the eldest; Samuel J. died in infaney: Liz- 
ae M. resides with her brother, William 
J., on the old home place in Franklin town- 
sup, he being the next in order of birth; 
Margaret J. is the wife of George J. Smyth, 
a prosperous farmer of Bertrain township, 
this county; Samuel J. is chief assayer for 
the Anaconda Mining Company at Butte, 
Montana: Robert died in Indaney; and an- 
other died in infaney unnamed. 

Alter coming to this country Dr. Gornt- 
College at Cedar Rapids 
for a short time, and later Cornel! College 
at Mt. Vernon, but his studies there were 
interrupted by his father’s death in 1879. 
He then took charge vf the home farm, 
Which he continued to operate until 1889, 
when he entered the dental departinent of 
the lowa State University. from which he 
was graduated in 1891. Inimediately ai- 
terward he commenced the practice of dent- 
istry at Alt. Vernon, his offices being lo- 
He has 


won an enviable reputation in his chosen 


cated im the Brackett building. 


profession, and enjoys a large anc lucrative 
practice. He is now president of the Iowa 
state Dental Society. 

Dr. Gormly was married at Monmouth, 
Uhineis, in rS8yr, to Miss Annie R. Wilson, 
a native of luwa and a daughter of James 
VT. and Mary Katherine (Kinney) \ilson. 
Her father is a United Presbyterian min- 
ister, but for the past three years has been 
living a retired life at Canon City, Colo- 
rado. The Doctor and his wife have two 
httle daughters, Clare Wilson and Anna 
Trene, both Mt. Vernon. They 
have a pleasant home on Second avenue, 
which was erectech by the Doctor in 1895. 
Religiously they are members of the Pres- 
byterian chureh, and socially they are guite 


born in 
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prominent. Since 1897 Dr. Gormly has 
been mavor of Mt. Vernon, and has proved 
a very popular and capable official, under 
whose admumstration a great many impor- 
tut unprovements have been made in the 


tOW11. 
$+ 


JAMES F. WHITE. 


This well-known carpenter of Alburnett, 
Linn county, lowa, was born on the 2oth 
of June, 1840, in Cass county, Michigan, 
aud is a son of Andrew and Jane (Organ) 
White, natives of Virginia and Ohio, re- 
spectively. Throughout his active business 
life the father follewed the occupation of 
larming. .\t an early day he removed to 
Michigan, and died at lis home in Cass 
county at the age of fiity-seven years. In 
1853 the mother came to Linn county, Iowa, 
and lived near Mt. Vernon for six years, 
at the end of which time she removed to 
Kansas, Where she died in r8gL, at the ripe 
old age of eighty-four years. She was the 
mother of five sons and five daughters, all 
of whom are still living with one exception. 

Mr. White began his education in the 
schools of his native state, and after com- 
iny to Iowa with his mother in 1852 con- 
tinued his studies for a time in the schools 
uf this county. The family spent one year 
in Bertram township, and then renioved to 
Linn township, where they made their home 
until going to Kansas in 1858. In 1860 
Our subject returned ta lowa and. settled 
near Mechaniesville, Cedar county. Dur- 
ing the suimner of 1861 he worked on a farm 
in Linn township. this county, and then 
followed the same pursuit in Cedar county. 

On the sith of August, 1862, Mr. White 


enlisted t1 Company F, Twenty-fourth lewa 


Volunteer Infantry, and took part in sev- 
eral important engagements, including the 
battle of Cedar Creek, Vicksburg, Sabine, 
Cross Roads, Winchester, Fisher’s Hill and 
other engagements in the Shenandoah Val- 
Jey, besides many skirmishes. At Vicksburg 
he was promoted to corporal, and served 
with that rank until discharged fromthe 
service at Cumberland, Maryland, in April, 
1865, 

Mr. White then returned to Kansas and 
located about fifty miles west of .\tkinson, 
where he engaged in breaking prairie for a 
short time, but later, in 1865, he went with a 
party of twenty-one men across the plains 
to Julesburg, Colorado, taking supplies to 
the fort at that place. He spent the follow- 
ing summer in Kansas, and in 1866 returned 
to Iowa. 

On the 4th of September, that vear, Ar. 
White married Miss Levina Kepler, a daugh- 
ter of Peter Y. and Elizabeth (James) Kep- 
ler. Her father was a native of Maryland 
and a pioneer of this county,, having located 
here in 1839. He ownel the farm in Linn 
township now occupied by Elmer D. Neal, 
and was successfully engaged m = farnung 
and stock raising ‘here until March, 1889, 
when he removed to Oregon. He then lived 
a retired life seven miles from Ashland, 
where he died in April, 1899. at the ,ad- 
His wife 
passed away November 3, 1888, at the age 
of seventy-three years. 


vanced age of ninety-one years. 


They were the par- 
ents of seven children and ail are now living 
with the exception of one who died in in- 
fancy. Unto Mr. and Mrs. White were 
born four children, namely: (1) Eddie J., 
a farmer of Otter Creek township, married 
Anna Kater, and they have two children, 
Sylvia E. and Fratukie J. (2) Elizabeth J. 
ts the wife of O. G. Clark, a carpenter of 
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Alburnett, and they have one child, Violet. 
(3) Lilly B. is the wife of Henry W. sny- 
der, who is connected with the elevator at 
Alburnett, and they have one child, Leon 
R. (4) Bertie \. died at the age of nine 
vears. The three oldest were born in Kan- 
sas, and the youngest in Bertram township, 
this county, 

After his marriage Mr. Witte lived in 
Linn township, this county, for a short time, 
and then returned to Kausas, being erigaged 
in farming in Butler county tor ten years. 
In 1876 he again came to Jowa and_ fol- 
lowed the same pursuit in Tranklin town- 
ship, Linn county. for some time. He next 
engaged in farming in Mame township, but 
ine years ago sold his place and removed 
to his present home in Alburnett in| 1892. 
Sinee then he has devoted his time and atten- 
tion to carpentering. He is a meinber ot 
Marion Post, G. A. R., and 1s a man highly 
respected and esteemed by all who know 


hun. 


SOLOMON P. GEIGER. . 


Among the highly respected citizens of 
Mt. Vernon is the subject of this sketch. who 
is now serving as a rural mail carrier in 
He 
was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, 
November 13, 1846, a son of John and Re- 
hecea (May) Geiger. who were also natives 
ol that state, 
large traet of timber land and a sawrll 


and was quite extensively engaged 1 the 


parts of Franklin and Linn townships. 


where the father owned a 


manufacture of lumber. By trade he was a 
millwright, bute after coming to At. Vernon, 
Jowa, in the spring of 1859 he worked as a 


laborer and farmer. During the Civil war 
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he enlisted in 1862 in Company t, Twen- 
ty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and 
died within a year from sickness, being 
buried in the south. He was of German de- 
scent, while the mother of our subject was 
of English extraction. Unto them were born 
eight children, all of whom are living, 
namely: William is an emplove in the shoe 
factory at Dixon, lllinois. John T. 1s a 
teamster of Chicago. George is manager of 
a department store in Johnstown, Pennsyl- 
Mary E. is married and living im 
Catherine is the wife of 


vanla, 
Dixon, Illinois. 
Isaac Alingerman, a liveryman of Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania. Hannah, is the wife ot 
John Constantine, a tinner of Dixon, 
Lydia is the wife of Isaac Cuiings, a 
veteran of the Civil war and an employe in 
the shoe factory at Dixon. Their oldest son, 
Jackson, was a soldier of the Cuban war, 
and of Mrs. Cummings it can be said that 
she is the daughter, sister, wife and mother 
of a soldier. Solomon P.. our subject. com- 
pletes the family. After the death of the 
father the mother returned to Pennsylvania, 
where she remained some years, and there 
married William Sheets, also a native of 
that state. For some years after coming 
west he was engineer of the Chicago water 
works, and later was engineer at a creamery 
in Dixon, Illinois, where he and his wife still 
reside, 

During the boyhood of our subject he 
removed with his parents to Illinois, where 
they spent two vears and then returned: to 
Pennsylvania. He attended school in both 
states. In the spring of 1859 he came with 
the family to Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and was 
engaged in farming in| Franklin township 
until’ the Civil war. He enlisted in Mt. 
Vernon in 1862. in Company F, Twenty- 
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fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Champion Hills, 
Black River, Vicksburg, Winchester, Cedar 
Creek, Sabine, Cross Roads and Fort Gib- 
son. When hostilities ceased, he was hon- 
orably discharged in August, 1865, and re- 
turned to this county. He was engaged in 
agricultural pursuits on a farm of eighty 
acres in Franklin township until 1876, when 
he removed to Nebraska and followed farm- 
ing there for eighteen years. At the end ot 
that period he returned to Iowa, and has 
since made his home in the village of Mt. 
Vernon, where he was engaged in the contec- 
tionery business for some years, and later 
was engineer in the high school building. 
In the winter of I901 he was appointed 
rural mail carrier, his route being west and 
north of Mt. Vernon in Franklin and Linn 
townships. and he entered upon the duties 
of that position on the ist of March, that 
year. For the last three years he has also 
served as city marshal of Alt. Vernon, and 
filled the same office at Benedict, Nebraska, 
for four years during bis residence there. 

Mr. Geiger married Miss Margaret E. 
Kyle, a native of this county and a daughter 
of William and Martha (MeCroskey) Kyle. 
Her father, who was a farmer of Linn town- 
ship, is now deceased, but her mother is still 
living at the age of seventy years and makes 
her home in Mt. Vernon. Mr. and Mrs. 
Geiger are the parents of two children, both 
of whom were born in Linn county. Will- 
lam, who is in the employ of the telephone 
company of Tipton, lowa, married Emma 
Woodeuck, and they have two children, 
Ralph S. and Rudolph E. Leona A., daugh- 
ter of our subject, died in Linn township at 
the age of seven years. Religiously Mr. and 
Ars. Geiger are earnest and consistent meni- 

49 


bers of the Lutheran church, and socially he 
1s connected with the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 


————S 


J. C. McQUEEN. 


After a busy and useful life, mainly de- 
voted to agricultural pursuits, J. C. Me- 
Queen is now practically living retired in 
the enjoyment of the fruit of former toil. 
For almost half a century he has been a 
resident of Bowlder township, and has 
borne an important part in her upbuilding 
and development. He was born in Ran- 
dolph county, Indiana, Apri] 16, 1842, his 
parents being William and Mary (Mosier) 
McQueen, natives of New Jersey and Vir- 
Her father was a mil- 
ler by trade, and in early hfe built a num- 
ber of gristmills in Ohio, where he made 
Im 1527" he 


Indiana, 


ginia, respectively. 


his home for several 
removed to Randolph 


where he also worked at his trade to some 


vears. 
county, 


extent, but devoted his attention principally 
to farming. In 1852 he came to Linn 
county, Iowa, and took up his residence in 
the locality where our subject now resides, 
hecoming one of the early settlers of Bowl- 
der township. There he spent the remain- 
der of his life engaged in milling and farm- 
ing, and died April 16, 1863. His widow 
long survived him, and passed away Febru- 
ary 13, 18g8, at the advanced age of ninety- 
two years. Of the twelve children born to 
them only three are now living, namely: 
Hannah, widow of Mr. Sales, and a resident 
of Colorado; Mary, wife of William Hall, 
a prominent retired citizen of Coggon, this 
county; and J. C., the subject of this sketch. 

J. C. McQueen acquired his education 
in the common schools near his boyhood 
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home. He was only nineteen vears of age 
when the Civil war broke out, but he offered 
his services to his country, enlisting in 1861 
in Company H, Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry. under Colonel Shaw and Captain 
Crane. He took part in a number of im- 
portant engagements, among which 
the battles of Shiloh and Fort Donelson. 
At Shiloh he was captured by the rebels and 
Missourt, three 
Fortunately he was 


were 


held a prisoner in for 
months and a_ halt. 
never injured or wounded during lus serv- 
ice. and when his term of enlistment ex- 
pired was honorably discharged at Daven- 
port. lowa, December 16, 1864. Returning 
home he resumed work on lus father’s farm 
in Bowlder township. 

In 1870 Mr. McQueen married Miss 
Tonia Payne, a native of New York state 
and a daughter of John Payne. who came 
‘to lowa from the east at an early day. By 
this union were horn three eclildren, namely: 
Gertie. wife of Dr. E. Adams. a practicing 
physician of Augusta, Wisconsin: Mattie. 
wife of Edward Fish, of Kansas City. Mis- 
sourt; and Jonia. who ts now living with 
her sister in «Augusta, Wisconsin. 

After his marriage Mr. McQueen pur- 
chased a farm in Bowlder township. and 
has since resided there. He now owns one 
hundred and eighty-three acres of very val- 
uable and productive land on section 28 and 
29. which 1s devoted to general farming and 
stock raising. He has recently rented his 
farm and expects to spend a few months 
with his daugiiter in Augusta. Wiseonsin. 
The Republican party has always found in 
lim a stanch supporter of its principles. and 
he has done all in his power to advance its 
He has 
filled several local offices. and is a reevenized 
Socially Mr. AMe- 


jnterests and imsure tS suecess. 


Jeader in lus township. 
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Queen is a member of Prairieburg Lodge, 
No. 421, A. F. & A. M.: atid religiously 
both he aud his wife hold membership in the 
Japtist chureh at Prairieburg. He is aman 
of prominence in his community, and where- 
ever known 1s ‘held in high regard. 
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WILLIAM COOPER. 


Among Linn county's honored pioneers 
and representative citizens is numbered 
William Cooper, who as an agriculturist 
aided in the development and upbuilding ot 
the county for many vears, but 1s now living 
retired at his pleasant home in Alarion. 
He was born in Lincolnshire, England, on 
the 21st of February, 1&81&. a son of Jaseph 
and Mary Cooper, natives of the same place. 
The early lite of the father was spent as a 
heatman in that country, but in 1821 he 
cune to America and purchased a farm im 
Washington county, Ohio, devoting the re- 
mainder of his life to agricultural pursurts. 
His death oecurred in 1830, In lus fam- 
ily were five children, namely:  Walham., 
our subject; Jane, who die * in Ohio; Joseph, 
who died in Marion; Hasviet, who resides 
in Missouri; and Charles. a resident of Deer 
Lodge, Montana. ‘The mar 
ried again, her second husband being John 
Sharp, who came to -\merica about the time 
of Myr. Cooper’s death. Coming to Linn 
county, Iowa, in 1845, he took up govern- 
ment land in Marion township. becoming 
By oc 
cupation he was a farmer. In 1860 he 
started for Pike's Peak, and there «lied. 
His wife passed away in 1880. By her sec- 
ond union she had one son, Rev. Thomp- 
son Sharp, a resident of Linn county, Mis- 


Was 


mMeother 


one of the pioneers of this section. 


sOUTrI. 
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William Cooper was only three years 
old when brought by his parents to this 
country, and the common schools of Ohio 
afforded his 
Like his father, he began lis business career 


him educational privileges. 
as a boatman, and was captain of vessels 
plying the Olno and Mississippi rivers bes 
tween Marietta, Olio, and New Orleans, 
He followed that 


pursuit until his removal to Linn county, 


carrying flour and pork. 


fowa, in 1849. Four years prior to locating 
here he had visited the county in company 
with his stepfather, Mr. Sharp, and  pur- 
chased two hundred acres of wild Jand in 
Marion township, and it was on this tract 
that he took up his abode in 1849. During 
the six vears he resided therean he made 
many improvements on the place, but at the 
end of that time he sold the property and 
bought one hundred and twenty acres of 
partially improved land in Rapids township, 
where he continued to successfully engage 
in farming until his retirement from active 
labor in July, 1888, when he removed to 
Marion and purchased his present camlort- 
able home. He sold his farm in 1808. 

In Washinton county. Ohio. Mr. 
Cooper was married in 1845 to Miss Laura 
Evans, of that county. who died in 1855. 
By that union he had five children, namely: 
Augusta, wife of John Stuckbarger, an em- 
plove of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad at Marion: Caroline. wite of 
Joseph Granger, a dairyman of Mariom 
whose sketch appears on another page ol 
this voluine: Phnet. wife of Fergus Cooper, 
a farmer of Buchanan county. Jowa: Mary 
E., wife of Charles Eddy. a carpenter ot 
Seattle, Washington, and Wilham P.. wha 
died in infaney. In October, 1856, in this 
county, Mr. Cooper was again married. his 
second union being with Aliss Chive Dodd, 
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of Mercer county, Pennsylvania. a daughter 
of Ithiel and Elizabeth Dodd. of that state, 
where her father engaged in school teach- 
ing. 

While a resident of Marion township 
Mr. Cooper served as justice of the peace 
for some time, and also filled the offices 0% 
school director and treasurer in a most cred- 
itable and satisfactory manner. Politically 
he is identified with the Republican party, 
and religiously is a faithful member of the 
Presbyterian church. For several years he 
has been afflicted with rheumatism, but he 
still mental 
paired. He is a worthy representative of 


retains lus faculties wnini- 
that class of citizens that live quiet, indus- 
trious, honest and useful lives and ferm the 


best portion of any community, 


WILLIAM A. FULKERSON. 


William .\. Fulkerson. one of the lead- 
ing architects residing in Cedar Rapids, was 
born in Bueyrus, Crawford county. Ohio, 
October 17. 1847, and is a son of Joseph I. 
and Margaret (Messinger) Fulkerson, the 
former 2 tative of New York, the latter of 
Pennsylvania. He is the youngest in a 
family of ten children and the only one liv- 
ing in fowa. He was carefully reared and 
received an excellent education in the pub- 
lic schools. {1 1856 he came with the fam- 
ily to Linn county, lowa, the journey being 
made by teas. and they camped and cooked 
by the roadside during the four weeks en 
route. They first located on what is known 
as the Biggs’ farm, between Cedar Rapids 
and Marion, but alter residing there for SiX 
months they removed to a farm near Iowa 
City in Johnson county. [he winter of 
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1856-7 being unusually severe, the crops 
were almost a total failure, and Mr. Fulk- 
erson, Itke many others, became so discour- 
aged that he returned to his old home in the 
Buckeye state, the journey being made by 
way of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 
Only three of the children had removed with 


the parents to lowa, though two daughters. 


had previously located there. 

After the return of the family to Ohio, 
Wilham A. Fulkerson attended school until 
the spring of 1864, when he joined the 
Union army, enlisting in Company E, Thir- 
ty-tourth Olio Volunteer Infantry. His 
command was a part of Dutfey’s brigade in 
the Eighth Army Corps. and participated in 
the engagements at Lloyd's Mountain, New- 
burn Bridge, Martinsburg, and the two bat- 
tles of Winchester on July 24 and September 
ty, 1864. Mr. Fulkerson celebrated his 
seventeenth birthday by taking part in the 
hattle of Cedar Creek, where Sheridan made 
his famous ride. On the rith of January, 
1865, the rebel general Rosseau surprised 
the Union outposts at Beverly. Virginia, and 
caplured the regiment of which our suliject 
was a member, together with the Lighth 
Jowa Cavalry, both stationed at that point, 
but Mr. Fulkerson with about one hundred 
Others managed to escape, and after travel- 
ing about forty miles reached the village of 
Philippi near the Baltimore & Ohi« Railroad, 
where they remained for several weeks. 
They were then erdered to Cumberland, 
Maryland, where they went inty winter 
quarters. The regiment to which our sub- 
ject belonged had lost all its officers above a 
sergeant, aS well as most of its men. anid 
was then consolidated with the Thirty-sixth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was afterward 
a part of the latter regiment. In the spring 
of 1865 they were ordered to Winchester, 


Virginia, where they were located when 
President Lincoln was assassinated. Short- 
lv atterward they were ordered to Staunton, 
that state, to establish civil law and protect 
the people. Our subject was mustered out 
at Columbus, Ohio, July 27, 186s. 

After lus return from the war Mr. Fulk- 
erson did nothing until the following spring, 
when he became interested in contracting and 
building. In 1871, he removed to Chicago, 
Where he was employed as an architect wutil 
1876, when he returned to Cedar Rapids, 
just twenty years after he first came to this 
county, He built the Suldiers Home at 
Marshalltown; the Central Hall building of 
the State Normal Schowl at Cedar Falls in 
195; the Auditorium of Cedar Rapids, 
which has a seating capacity of thirty-hve 
hundred, im 1899; and ten of the public 
schol buildings of this place, besides numer- 
ous hne business blocks and residences, 

Mr. Fulkerson has been quite premi- 
nently identified with public affairs, and 
served eight years as alderman of the sixth 
ward, during which time he was chairman 
of the public improvement committee whieh 
had charge of numbering the houses and re- 
naming the streets of Cedar Rapids. He was 
also a member of the board in charge of the 
min sanitary sewerage system. While he 
Was a member of the council a franchise 
was granted the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad. Socially he is a prominent 
mnember of Cedar Rapids Lodge. No. 98, Kx. 
P., T. Z. Cook Post, No. 235, G. A. R.; and 
Cedar Rapids Lodge, No. 141, J. O. O. F.; 
Linn’ Eneampment, No. 49: and Canton 
Cedar Rapids, No. 21, of which he is past 
commander. Tle is quite popular both in 
business and social circles and is regarded 
as one of the leading citizens of Cedar 
Rapids. 


— 


— 
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FRED W. FAULKES. 


Proniunent among the newspaper men of 
Cedar Rapids is Fred W. Faulkes, editor 
and one of the owners of the Evening Ga- 
zette. He was born in Wayne county, Wis- 
consin, -\pril 18, 1855, the son of James 
and Ann (Heal) Faulkes. both natives of 
England, the former born in Gloucester- 
shire. the latter in Devonshire. The father, 
James, was by occupation a farmer. He 
came to America about 1838, and frst lo- 
cated in New York state, afterward remoy- 
Ing to Wisconsin, where he died in Mareh, 
1878. In lis family were three cliuldren, 
James Franklin, now residing in Wisconsin: 
Mary, deceased in 1873: and [red W. 

Duriig his boyhood he attended the 
country sehoul, and at the age of eleven yeur- 
was a Stadent in the Bellville high school, 
later for a_ short 
the Evansville Seminary. He also spent 


an] mas time in 


part of One term in the preparatory depart- 


meut of the University of Wisconsin. He 
learned telegraphing when quite voung, and 
was lor some time an operator in Minnesota. 
Later he became connected with the State 
Journal at Madison, Wisconsin. In 1875, 
at the age of twenty, Mr. Faulkes came to 
Cedar Rapids and entered the employ of the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern 
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Railway Company, working in the office of 


car accountant, and also assisting in train 
dispatching. He was also connected with 


Ot. Louis, Chicago, and other daily papers 





as correspondent. In 1877 he was city edi- 
tor of the Cedar Kapids Daily Republican, 


and also published a monthly insurance 
— journal which proved very successful, hav- 
Ing a cireulation of 100,000 in the state of 


Iowa. He was one of the original instiga- 
tors of the Gazette, which he now owns in 


_ connection with his brother-in-law, Clarence 


L. Miller, whose sketch appears elsewhere 
They have made The Ga- 
zette a most remarkable success. 

Mr. FFaulkes was married June 6, 
iS7S, to Miss Alice M. Miller, who was 
born i Cedar Rapids, and is the daughter 
of Nelson I. and Elizabeth K. Miller, na- 
lives Of Maryland and Virginia respect- 
Three children have been born to the 
home of our subject, Alice M.. James Nel- 


i this work, 


ively, 


—sonand William Faweett, the latter deceased 


in 1897. 


Alr. laulkes owns some very valuable 
real estate in the city, and is just completing 
the beautiful Jim block. He is enterprising, 
progressive, and public-spirited, always serv- 
ing the interests of the people of the city 
and state loyally in all good work. 


